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<i. r<U. Report of W. UillingB, 4tnicT Jitio 

u. o V. ]{epurl of J. Ilubltum, in cliarp« of L'belialis rpacrTatioii. . 

u. |i. JL«iHitt of J. T. KuDi, sub-agcDi SkukomisL agvacy 

'k. <! A. lii-port of ¥. Fori], ianuoT SkokumiBb ngcsQcjr 

'•>. T. Repoit uf Jnnjes H. Wilbur, Yikkaiim b'^uc; 

u. T A. Ri-port of W. Wrigbl, ti'nrhcr Vakama b^dg,t 

V. T It. Itrport of W. Miller, plijiiciaii Vakaiim ugeury — 

ri. Rciiurt of H. A. Welixter, aKent Neeuh IIh.t ogeiicy 

0, p A. Jlqnjrl of J. G, S-vtan, teacher Keeah Hay ttgenty 

0. H 11. Re|»rrt of Geo. Jimioh, fanner Need h Uny ttgency 

0. y. Ri.'porcof Jiuiepli Uill. nub-ngcnl Quinaelt a^ucy 

o. JO. Rejiorl of Geo. A. Paige, I'lirt Colville B]ict^itil agenry . 

i>. 10 B. Report of Geo. A. I'aige, Fort CoIviUe specinl ageiicy 



Xo. 11- RfportofSaperinteuilcntUuntinglun, EreatyivithXlamatbs, £c.. 
No. I'J. Letter of Saperiutendeut lluutiogton, lelatlvo to Uuast Kaiigu 

^'D. V.i. Li'lter of II. D. Diimari], ou >aini: siibjccl. 

[For olher papers aee AppeuJLi.] 

CAIJIORMA BLTbRINTENDENCV. 

So. 1-4. Ri-port of Cbarles Slullby, superinfeuilent 

Xo. Vi. fiepiirt of D. P. UolTat, physician Hoopa Vnlley reaprTalion. 
So. IK. llepori of late Supcriniendent Wili'j, rebilivo lo special agoncy 
10 BliMiuu Inilians 

Xo. IT. Letitr of J. Q. A. Siuuley, lulaiive to Bpeciul agi^m'y lo Miaaioa 

K'l. LS Ki'puFt of W. E, Lsvett, Kpci^ial a^iit to ]kliaaioii Indinns 

Xo. I'J. Ki'purl of J. Q. A Slauley, Rpeuinl agent lo Alianuu Indluiis. . 



So. »!. I^Her from G. W. I^iby, Baperiolendciit.--. 
Xw. ai. LcltPi frimi Jobii C. Dunn, agent 

X[i. ^. Letter fioui M. O. Dnvidaon, ugcut far Papa;, 

X<j. '.'". Ifi'port from il. O. UavidBou, reiaiivo lo uhaxurtcr, traditiont, 

liiiMij. iVo., of rapapos 

^1'. '■:l. liistrurllous to Mr. Uavlilaoii, rclativo to bin agenuy.. 

^'>. ~: l.:i^ttcr fioiu II. FbienbvrCi relutiTe to Indian aSaini in Arizona. 
^'i.'i">;. LotliTof Superiulendcnl LeJby, rebilivela Indian boalillljea, 
[Kur auiiual reiiort uf Superiu leu dent I^iby, ecu AppuuiUx.] 

N'EV.tU.t SUPCRINTENDESUV. 

Xo. iB. Iiiitmctioni of Secrclarr U«hprlo C. W. Thoinpaon, rclalive to 

."■llinjj mill lit Tnickoc River rejervulion 

Xu. 'Ja, Copy of ronlract for Kile uf Truckcc R 

-V(l2^. Repirt of O. H. Irisb, luporintcndent.. 

Xo. £1. Inptniirtiuua to BilptM-lnleiidL'uE Irinb, relatiVB tu making ticaliea 

X'l. :Ki. Ki'port uf ^uporiDlendeut Irinb, Irungiiiililiii; trentie* 

Xu. :il. Ibviurt uf Siiperiulendent Iii»li, forwarding 8]iei;ial Agent Sales'a 

n-pmi i/tip(TBliona auonc Indinnn of smith wen I 

Xd. ;t) A. l[(>iHirt of samn, reiaiivo to Bpcciiil Agent Sales'it Ti«)t to Piib- 

L'les, 

Xu. :fj. Report of Superintendent Iriib, rehltive to mining diKoreries 

in ihe Hiuthweiit . 

Ko. 33. Leitcrof Governor Doty, tranmniltiug treaties ratified by Indians 
Vo. M. Report of Luther Uann, jr., agent at Fort Bridger 



XEW MES 

No. 35. Beporl of F. Delude), mppriDlcndent.. 

No. !%, TngtiuctiouB of Svi^n'tary of Interior, relative to slaveij in New 

Hoxico 

Ni). M A. Order of tlie President of the Unilcd Slnttw, on lame subject 

No, 1)7. Repl}" of Siipprintrnilunt Delgsdn, on saino Bubject 

No. 3(S. Keport pf J'.hn Ward, agent for PnrbtoB 

No. set. RpiKirl of D. An-huleta, Abiquin asenc; 

No. 39. I*t(pr of Hon. K. Benedict, United BtolM judfCi relslive to 

r bonds of a^^ulH ._ ..... . ^..... ._... 

No. 4U. lidport of Superintcodent Doleado, relative to nradr condilion 

of Pueblo Indiana 

No. 4CI A. Aj^nt Ward's report on saine mibject 

No. 40 B. Letter from Ri'v, F. Jonvet, on came anMf^t 

No. 41. Keport of Ajjent Ward, relalivo to Moqiii Indiana 

No. 42. Eeporl of A^nt Ward, n-.latiTC to lloqui TndiatiK. 

No. i2i. AnnuiUlepoit of Agent Labidi, CimarTon agency 

COLORADO SliPERINTESDrSCY, 

No. 43. Letter from Oovemot Evnus, relative to Atapaboes dosiriiig In 

make peace 

No. 44. Offitv Inter to OoTcmor Evans in reply lo above.. 

No. 45. lieport of LafavetlD Mead. Coii<Hui afft-ney . 

No. 46. Ueiiortof D. C. Onkea, Middle Park agency 

No. 47. Li'ltcr of Governor Kvana. transuiitliug Agent Head's report at 

to Indians held in slavery 

No. 47 A. ItHporl of Agent Head, us above 

No. 4ti. Jitter of Governor Evans, relative to outbreak of Indians 

No. 4!l. Lelti-r of lute SupcrinlondeDt Albin, relative to ebipmenl ol 

No. SO. Report of Governut Evans, relulive to diutributioo of gouils — 

DAKOTA BtlFERttiTEKDEHCr, 

No. 50}. Annual report of Governor Edmundi--- 

No. 51. Ueporl of Governor Edmunds, ei officio luperin tendon t 

No. 63. I>ettcr of Governor Edmunds, nrging necesailj of treaty willi 

Upper Miasoari Sioux 

No. i>3. Office iiistnictiona Co Quvornor Edmunds, relallve to treaty 

No. 54. Letter of Governor Edmunds, on same subjrut 

No. i>5. Ib'port of General I'ope Id Goneml Grunt, agaiuat the propniied 

trvnty, uiiU giving liis views of policy to be pursued 

No. G6. LettvrofSccretory Uorlauto General Pope, lelativc to 

ject 

No. 57. Insimctions of Interior Devartment lo ComtniBsionor uf ludian 

Afbirs, on same Bubjeet 

No. 58. Circular instruetiona to tuperiulendents and agento, same sub- 

jeet 

No. G9. Despatch from General Pope, recommending eomnilssion to 

moke peace ivilli Indians 

Nos. GU, 61, G2, and 63. Beports of General Sully, relative to bis cam- . 

paign in Dakota 

Ho. ti4. Beport of Governor Edmunda, relative to condition of Indian 

No. 65. InBtrnulions of QoTemor Edmaods to AgODl Conger, approved , 

by Indian OSee 

No. Git. Special report of Agent Conger, relative to Yancton agcucj' 

No. GT. Special re[>ort of Agent Potter, Ponca agency. j 

Nu. 671. Annual report of Agcot Potter, Ponca age ney 

No. &i. Office letter to agent, relative to murder of Poncas by nbites..., 

N0.6U. Special report of Agent Stone, Crow Creek agency .1 

No. 70, Special report of Agent 8tooe, relative to tumiug back of his 
Indiana from their hunt by military orders I 



Nd. 71. Rpport of Govenior Edmund', Iransmittiag apeciil report of 

AechI Wilkinson, I 'ppcr Missouri agency 

No. 7->. Report of Agent Wilkinson 

No. Ti. Lrtior of Govenior Eilmiinds, ttunsmitling- suudi; reporta of 

Affonin'ilkiiuoii 

No. 73 A. Boport of Afrent WilhiDBon relntivo to conditioa of Indiaiu .. 

Xo. r.l B. Rnpnit of A^nt WilkiusoQ relative to ceaijiog at affcncj' 

S'o. 74, Annual Tcpoit of Ajjent 'WilkiuBon 

Nu. i.'i. Report of Ai^'nt Sioiic. Crow Creek agency, fur ficplcmbcr, ISIKi 

2io, i.'ij. Annual report of Af^eot Stone, Crow Creak afrencj 

Xi>. 7<i. Iii'llFr of Captain J. L. Kkk relalive to colonizing Indiuns 
uorili of UiiMouri rlrer... 



n SUPEIIINTENDEKrV, 



Nu.77. Report of Governor Lyon, 
No. 7^. Office in»trueiionn lo Gove 



U OK TAX A SLTEniNTENUENCT'. 



Sfnort of Agont HiitchiiiB relative lo Flathead Bchoul 

Oflitc instmclions to A|;eDt Hutcfains on name subiccl 

SiKviH] report of Agent HulclitoB, ilislribution of goods 

Annual reiiort of Ap^nl llnttkina, Flathead ogencj 

Imperial report of Agent Hutrbiua, Flatbead sJiiool 

. Ju^tniclions In Agent [Tpson ai In trealj wilh Itlackfect 

. Letter tilim Agent Upson relative to hoatilities among Black- 



[Kui Agent Upson'e annual report, seo Appendii.] 



BOITIIERS KU['ERINTEKIIE>X1'. 



Xo. *ii. Annnal report of E. Sells, miperinlendenl 

So. rti. AElatemcut of calilo captured, Ac, referred lo in snpcriulenJ- 

rai'* report 

Xi'-'-T. Ageot Kevnoldi tosnticrinteudcnt relative to cat lie- thieving 

Kii. j:"^. Report of SiipiTintendent Sclln to office, sumo subjecl, Augual 



Ko. 'M\. IniilnictionB of Interior Depntinent, March SO, 1965, aamo subject 

Ko. HI. Office Ictlor to Into Superintendent Coffin, t'ehmarjr ]4, IdtiS, 
relative lo charges ogainiit Indian agents 

Ko. 91 A. Letter of Colonel Phillips to Secretary of Inlorior 

Ku. Vi. Interior Departiueut instructions lo CouimiBBioner of Indian Af- 
fairs relalivo to same subjuct 

Ko. il.t. Reply of Agent Coltnan lo chargi's 

SiL !>4. Reply of Agent Culler to cliargui 

S«. 'Xi. Reply of Ageut IlarlaD to oharfpjs 

X'l. 9ti. Annual report of .Vgent Culenian, Chlekaiaw agency 

Nil. 'Ji. Annual I'epnrt of Agent Reynolds, Seminole Hgency 

So.'J^. Sllppleuienlory report of Agent IJoynolds, Seniinoki agency 

So. 99. Anmul report of Agent Harlan, Cherokee ogency 

S<i. JUO. Annual report of Agfnl Gookins, Wicbitn agency 

So. IIIJ. Anniiftl reijort of Agent Dunn, Creek agency 

Xo. Ufi, Anniiul report of Agent finon- , Neosho ucvncy 

Kd. Ili^l, LeIIer of tiupcriutendcot Sells, trausmiitiug special report of 

Ajreril Sniiw relalive to exploration of Qnapaw resprvotion 

Ku. 11*4. U»p(ltch of Alajor General Reynolds, Juno Sli, ]ti65, relative 

^ to Indian couiicil Jo make peace 

Ko. lit). Duspatcb from Major Oeneml Reynolds relative to proposed 
ptace council . 
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No. 105^. Report of Commissioner Cooley, as president of council at Fort 
lith 
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No. 100. Official daily record of council at Fort Smith 

No. 107. Letter of John Ross to Opothleyoholo, Creek chief, September 

19,1861 

No. 108. Same to same, October 8, 1861 

No. 109. Address of John Ross to the Cherokee regiment, December 19, i 

1862 i 

No. 110. Despatch from General Hunt, October 2.3, 186,'>, with letter \ 

from Governor Colbert, of Chickasaws, October 11, 1865 
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CENTRAL SUPERINTENDEXCY. 



No. 110^. Annual report of Thomas Murphy, superintendent 

No. 111. Report of Agent Farnsworth, relative to dij*aniiing Indians.. 

No. 1 12. Oftice to late Superintendent Albiu, same subject 

No. 113. Superintendent Murphy to Conmiissioner Cooley, same sub- 



ject. 



No. 1 14. Office reply, same subject 

No. 115. Supplementary regulations as to Indians alienating lands 

No. 116. Office letter to late Superintendent Albin — shipment of ludian 



good J 



No. 117. Office letter to Superintendent Murphy, same subject 

No. 118. Annual report of Agent Pratt, Delaware agency 

No. 1 19. Annual report of teacher, Delaware agency 

No. 120. Special report of Superintendent Murphy, relative to Delaware 
school 

No. 121. Annual report of Agent Colton, Osage River agency 

No. 122. Special report of Agent Colton, relative to leasing oil lands . . . 

No. 123. Secretary of Interior's instructions, relative to same 

No. 124. Annual report of Agent Adams, Kickapoo agency 

No. 125. Annual report of Agent Palmer, Pottawatomie agency 

No. 126. Annual report of ])hysician to Pottawatomie ag<'ncy 

No. 127. Annual report of J. F. Diels, superintendent of school, Potta- 
watomie agency 

No. 128. Office to Superintendent Murphy, relative to Indians as licensed 
traders 

No, 129. Secretary of Interior's decision relative to patents and pro rata 
share of tribal tunds for Pottawatomies 

No. 130. Annual report of Agent Martin, Sac and Fox of Mississippi 
agency 

No. 131. Annual report of teacher, Chippewa and Munsee school 

No. 132. Annual report of teacher. Sac and Vox of Mississippi school... 

No. 133. Letter of congressmen from Kansas, recommendiug sale of 
additional Sac and Fox lands 

No. 134. R«'port of Commissioner of Indian Affairs, February 27, 1865, 
same subject 

No. Ili5. Annual report of Agent Hutchinson, Ottawa agency 

No. 136. Letter of Agent Farnsworth, relative to treaty between Kaws 
and Pawnees 

No. 137. Letter of Agent Wheeler, same subject 

No. i:W. Office instnictions on same subject 

No. 1 39. Report of Agent Farnsworth, same subject 

No. 140. Letter of Agent I^avenworth, Kiowas, iV:c., January 9, lr>65.. 

No, 141. Letter of Agent Leavenworth, February 19, 1865 

No. 142. Report of Agent Leavenworth, May 6, 1865, relative to pro- 
posed action towards Indians, the military, & c 

No. 143. Report of same, May 10, 1865, relative to his action, &v 

No. 144. Despatches, with authority to Senator Doolittle and others to 
make treaties 

No. 145. Report of Agent Leavenworth, of agreements by Kiowas, &c., 
to make treaties 

No. 146. Despatch from General Pope on same subject 

No. 147. Report from Agent Ijcaven worth, September 19, 1865 

[For report of treaty council with Kiowas, Comanches,&c., see Appendix. ] 
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Ko. 118. Anniinl report of E. B. Tfiylor.siipprintpiidfnt 

So. 11'.'. Spptiiil r'port of SupprinlrniJeutTnylor.relftlivu to Oniftli* agency 

No, lo". OflicF letter lo Superinkiideiil Taylor, iu reply 

Ko, I'll. Annual report of Aijent t'limBB, OmnhB ap-iicy 

Si>. I'fi. Anuiiiil report of iettcliPr at Omaha aeency 

Ko. l.'ta. Special report of Super! nlendeiit TuyTor, Winnebago agency.. 

S'). li>l. Annual report of Ap'nt nalconibe, WInnebRRO ngene.v 

So. Ki5. Letter from Agent Faraag, relative to prepuring land for Wln- 

ucbatn^ea to cultivate 

Ho. IM. Offii'p rf uiirt to Srcretsry of Interior, rolntire to Wiiinebagoea 

who lemain in Minnetiota 

Sn. 1", I'elitinu of Winnebago chief* for a flcbool 

Xo. I.Vi. Annual report of Aj^ent Burbank, Great Nemaha agency.. 

Xk. l.'iO. Atinaul report of lencber of loway school 

Xn. Ifiil. Annqal report of fanner for loivnys 

Xo. 161. fpecial report of Superiutcndent Taylor, relative lo Pawnee 

Bgrncy 

Ku. 1 6:!. Ananal report of Ageul Wheeler, relative lo Fiwnce agency . . 

Xo. Ili.1. Annual report of teacher of Pawnee manual labor scliool 

Xo. IIM. Annuiil report of farmer at Pawnee agency - 

Ku. IK<. LelleroflateAgentLunhbaugli, relative lo enlistment of Paw- 

lii-cd in I'nitcd Stales service 

K'>. It><!. Letter of late Agent Lnshbaugh, transmitting treaty between 

KawB anil Pawnees 

Xo. I 111, AnnuKl report of Agent Daily, Otloe agency 

Ko. IIW. Annual report of engineer at Oltoe agency 

Xo. Iffil, Anunal report of farmer at Oltoe agency 

Xu, ITU. Oflice inslmclious to V. Jairol, ngeut fur Fort Laramie agency 

Xii. 171. Ki-iKirt from Agent Jarrot, Jnly 15, leWi 

So. ITsJ. Report from Agcut Jarrot, August 18, 1865 



Annual report of Agi-ntM.M.Drvvis 

Annual report of K. Donsman, li:acher for Menomonees 

Aniiuul Ti'purt of Kate Douhuibii, teacher for Mcnonioueea. 

Annual report of Jano Dousiiian, teacher (or Uenomouees. - - - 

Annual report of farmer for Menomonees 

Annual report of miller for Meuomonees 

. Annual report of blacksmith for Menomonees 

Annual repoit of teacher for Stoekbriilges and Alaneees 

jVimuiil report of teacher for SI. V,. iiiisHiuu school, Oneidae. . 
Annuol report of leacher for P. E. niienion school, Oneidas.. 
Letter of Agent Davis, transniiltiog appeal of 8 lock bridges. 



ie-, ft 
Nu. 1^3. Office letter in reply U 



Hn. Il?4 Report of Agent Clark, relalivs to selection of a plac 
igcncy .. 

iV 11*5, Letter of GeoTfrp Bouga on same subject 

Xu. 1^. Letter of Secretary of Interior, rohitive to licences.. 



Ko. 1^6. Office letter ti 
Conn OreilU-s i 
[For Ageiit Webb's annual report, fci 



a OF LAKE supERirut, 

a Superintendent Thompson, relativi 
e Appeuilix.] 

SPECIAL AGENCY FOB POTTAWATOHIES, ETC, 

Xo. l(?r. Agent Davis's letter rolslivo to ilepredalioos by waoderin); 
Xa 1H8, Ageat Lamoreani's letter ou same subject.-. 



MArKINAW AOENCT. 

No. 1@SJ. Annual import of Agent Suiitb 

No. 1f?9. Anonal report of A^ut Itiuh 

No. ILW. Annual report of the "Thonias Oqihnu Anj'lnni" 

[For statistics, aoe Appendix,] 

STATISTICAL TAItLES. 

No. ^9\. Table of oinouat Buticipnied from spproprintioDB fui jear 
cndiDR JoucSO, 1866 

No. J92 A. ludUn trust lands 

No. JMB. Indian trust lands 

No. ISKC. Indian trust lands 

No. 19a D. Indian trust lands 

No. 193. Indian trust funds, Nos. 1,9. 3 

No. 1!M. Liabilities of tlie ITnited States to Indian triba 

No. 195. Population, schools, individual propcrlj', dec 

No. 197. Recapitulationof statistical tables of 18(>5,conipamliTJlh those 
of J8G4 

[The documents which follow in the appendix vevre recolved too late for 
special notice and comment in the Couiuiissloner'a report.] 



OBEOOW. 

No. 1. Annual report of Sopetintendeat Hnntingtoo 

No. 2 A. Sulemeot of ludiftu trilies in Oiecon 

No. I E. List of depredatiouB b^ Smtko Indiuiia 

No. IJ. Letter of Suporlntcndi'ut Uuniiogton, relalivo to agriciUtunil 

premiuuis to Indiana 

No. '2. Annual report uf Arent Ilarvej, (irande Rondo agcury 

No. 3 A. Annual report of tcnchar at Grande Ronde a^ncj 

No. 2 B. Annual report of teacher of Umpqua daj school 

No. 2 C. Annual report of pbjsician at Grande Ronde a^ncj 

No. 2 D. Annual report of [Brmer at Grandi; Ronde a^ncj 

No. 2 E. Annual report of miller at Grande Ronde aj^ncy 

No. 3 F. Annual report of carpenter at Grande Roudii ogcnc.v 

No. 3. Anoiial report of 6ub-A^iit Collius, Alsea Bub-n|^oc; 

No. 3 A. AquuuI report of superinlendcul of farming, Alseasiib-aBOicy.. 
No. i. Annual report of superintCDdenl of farmiug, Warm Spriogs 

agency 

No. 4 A. Annual report of teacher at Warm Sprln)^ ageticy. 

No. 4 B. Annnal report of physician at Wnrm Bprm|rB Of^ncy 

No. 4 C. Annual report of blaeksmith at Warm Springs agency 

No. 4 D. Annual report of wagon-maker at Warm t^piiDgs ageocy 

No. 5. Annual report of Aeent Uamhart, Umatilla ^fency 

No. ■') A. Anunal report ot snpcrlnlendent of farming, Umatilla agency. 

No. 5 B. Annual report of cai^nter at Umatilla agency. 

No. 5 C. Annual report of physician at Umatilla agency 

No. 6 D. Annual report of I each er at Umatilla agency 

No. 5E. Annual report of wagon-maker at Umatilla B^ncy 

No. 5 I'. Annnal report of black smith at Umatilla agency 

No. G. Annual rejiort of Agent Simpson, Siletz agency 

No. G A. Annual report of teacher at gilels agoucy 

No. 6 B. Aouual report of physician at Silelz agency 

No. 6 C. Annual report of farmer at fiileta agcocy 

NEW YORK. 

No. 7 A. Statistics of education, Jtc, Now York agency 

No. 7 B. Statistics of farming, &c., New York agency 
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SHAWNEES. 

S'o. 8. Annnal report of Agent Abbott, Shawnee agency 

Kd. 6 A. AnDiml report of uiannal labor ecbool, Sbawueo agency. 

Ko. >i B, Statistics of Shawnee hf^acy 

Ko. 6 C. Copy of Kansas law relative to ludiau land titles 

So, 9. StaliatiCd of Pairnee agency. 

No. 10, Annnal report of SiippriDlendfinl Leiby 

Xo. Ill A. Report of Spodal Agent Dow, Yuvapai agency. 

CUIPPEWAS OF LAKE SUTEBIOR. 

Ko. II. Annual report ol A^rent "Webb . 

UUXTANA. 

Ko. I'2. Annual report of Agent Upson, Blackfeet agency. 

^a. 13. Report of commisBionera of council with Aiapohoes and Chey- 

Kd. 1:I a. Record of daily nroceediugs of council nilh Arapohoes and 
Cheyeonea, October I'i, 13, and IJ 

Kd. II. Report of same cominissiou of council ivilb Apacbus, Kiowaa, 
and Comancbcs 

Ko. 14 A. Rtcurd of daily proceeding of conimisnion of council with 
Apaciica, KiowaH, and CuniancbeB, October Ifi, 17, Ifl, and 24 

No. lo. Report of same commijBion of council with Ostigcs and other 

lodiun service, moneys on band applicable to the. Letter from Ihe Secro- 
liiry of tlie Inlerior relative lo 

Misn department, expenditures in the. Letter from tba Secretary of tbo 
Inttriur rvlallTe to 

Isdiani, Sioux, relative to tbo. Message from the Preaidcnt of the United 
Slatn tuiDsniitlini; report of the Secretary of tbe Interior 

Ixine bospilul, annual report of tbe board of visitors for tbe 

lunr^nt StatcR, laws in. Message from tbo Pmsident of tbe United States 

Iweiior, luiQual report of the Secretory of tbo 

Papert accompanying Ike i^iore, 

Aaaual report of [be Commisaioner of the Goniirat I^nd Office 

Anuuai rrport of tba Couituissiouer of Indian Affairs 

Aannal report of the Commissioner of Pensions 

Annual rrporl of the Commissiouer of Public Buildings .... 

AoDual report uf tbe architect uf the Capitol extension 

Annual report of tbe board of visitors of tbe goTemment hospital for Ibe 

Annua] report of tbe Cotnmbisn Insli tation for tbe Deaf, Dnmb, and Blind . 

Annual report of tbe Board of Metropolitan Police 

Annual report of the warden of tba jail in tbe District of Columbia 

Letter fioni tbe mayor of Woabington in reference lo the relations of tbe 

g«nnal govemmunt to the city of Washington 

Brport of LieuU Colonel James M. Simpaon, corpa of engineers United 

tjlalts arniy, in regard lo Union pHcillc railroad and ita branches, &c. 
Interior. trani'niittiDK Etalcmeot of persons and capital employed in manu- 
tieturea. Letter &om tbeSecrclary of the 
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IntcrioT, relaliTe to receipts from sales of public lands. Letm from the 




Inlerior, rolittivc lo a wnf^nn rond rrom Niobmra lo Virginia City. Lcl- 




Inlerior, Tclati-v-e lo llin coat of printing Rod odvertisiiig in bis depart- 








Inierior, tminmiKin^ report of Thus. U. Waller relalivr to warming aud 




Interior, relatins to moneys on band applicable lo tbo Indian Barvicc, 




Interior, relative to wagon roada in western lenilories. Letter from Ihe 




Inlerior, reliitive lo eipendilures in the ladian Department. Lottej from 




Inlerior, relafvie to William Sawyer and othMi. Letter from tbe Sec- 




Interior, reUtivo to the reissne of tbe Dnodas patent for cullivatorB. 




Interior, ivlalivo to puljlie lands in Califomla. LetiGr froiii tbo Sorre- 




Inlenor, relative to Indian atfurs in tlie Teiritorj of D^Ia. Letter 








J. 
Jnarez, President of Hezlco. Jleua^ from tbe President of the United 




Juarez, President of Mexico. Lcller from the Secrelnry of Slale rela- 








K. 




L. 

No. 1. Slalement of tbo Hurveyingrpmms to tbisoffire for the fiscal vear 

ending June ;iO, IStS, imd for tlie ciuarlerending 8eptembcr3l>, IB65-, 

Ho. a. Stntenicnt of public lands sold, of coab and bounty land srrip 

of May a(l, 1862 : of commisaionB received imder Ibc siith seclinn of 
eaid act : also of land located with srrip under the agricultural collBirc 

lera ami rereivers on Ibe value tboroof ; and italement of incidfiQtftl 
eipeDBes thereon in tbe fiscal year commencing Jniy J, 1864. and 
ending Jnne 30 18(i5 . 


45 


No, 3. Summary for tbe fiscal year ending June 30, ie65, showing the 
misgiona, a\so locations with agricnltural and mecbanic college scrip 




serenil Slates under tbe acts of Contn^a approved Itlsrch 3, leHi>, 
tomber 30, 1B65 


60 



Sa.Z. SMtPment Fubibiline the qnnDtitj of swum p Innc] approved to 
i\m KTorsl Stales nuder ihe acU of Cnngress approved Murch 'i, tiiAii. 
and Stpirinber iS, Hao, and Maivh Vi, lUm, up lo aad endiliK Sep- 
li-c.Vr30. l«)5 

Ko. G. Suirment pxhihitiuB tbe quantity of swamp Inod putenled to 
tin MVeral Slalen under Oih acta of CongrBSS approvi'd Soplenibor 26, 
]'S*; and Mari'h I'i. ieiat, and also llie quoutil.V uertiQed to the State 
of LnmaiHna uuder act appmvcd Mai:h 'i, lH41t 

Kn. T. Exbibil of bonnlj land buBioeia under acta of 1847, 1850, }S>2. 
and l'!^, RbtiwiDg llie iMuea aud locationa from tbe coDimen 
cif uppintioiui nnder mid acta (o Jaoo 30, ]d65 

Vv. r!. Eittiiiiale of HpprupriatLonii lequirL-d tor Ibe office of tbe C< 
•T of tlie General L^ud OSve lor iho fiscal fear ending Ji 



IrtiT . 



Ko. 10. EKiiiiiatea of appruprialiou« for gurveying the public lands fui 
iLeSacitl year ending June ;IU, J9C7 

Xo. 11, IteparU of Kurvejorn genernl, X lo 1, induaive 

^'o- M. Conutcieil map of the public land 8talei and Tpnilorios, com- 
)>ile-l from tbe diagrains at^couipanying the reports of the tun/tyon 

So. ];i. Apicultaral s«]eutioiia ttilhiti certain Slates, and also scrip loca- 
tions under agricultural and met'banic act of Jnlj 2, Iti&i 

Su. 1-1. l^tHtenienl exbibiting land concessions by acts ol' Congress 
Stales and coiporations for railroad and militaiy wagon road purposes 
fioio Ibo Tear ItJGU to Septembei 3U, lii6^ accompanied hy maps in- 
diiatiuB the tines of males and liiuila of Ibe Stales of Arkansus, Ala- 
bama, Klorldn, luwa, Kansas, Nebraska Territory i of the Stales of 
Lenigiana, MiHsuari, Uississippi, Alinuesota, HicbigaD, lllinoiii, Wis- 
roDain, Orrgon, (Jaliforuia, with a ujuneeted map iihowiug the lines 
of njuleit under congressional gmuts and the scats of land uffii»!s 

GkncRaL LaXD Offil'B, Otlabcr ^, IH65. 
^'<^'E. — Tbe dlsgrnms accompanying tbe anuiml tcputts of llie sur- 
VFTors general aie omilled, and the connectt^d map of ihe public land 
t^ltln and Territories, brougbt up to current date therefrom, is bound 
nlih tbiH report in lieu of theui. 



I'D'lii fur the Hioux Indians. Uessage from tbe President 
npuii of the Si'cretarj uf the Interior relative ' 

^hli 



illing 

Letter from the Secretary of tbe Interior 

from the 



« Hoard, franking privilege to ofti<:erB of tbe. 

trruMftry of the Treasury relative lo the 

LignilEi. Abraham, assassins of, reward offered for tbe arrest of the. Ales- 
■tg>^ Jnim tlie Presidout of the United Stales relative to the 



Kumfscluren, persons and capital employed in. Letter from thi^ Becrc- 
^DT. meicuotlle. Letter ftom the Secretary of llie Treasury relative to 



larrland, iMiiimiHiioner nf claims for. Letter Ironi tbe Secretaiy of War 

lelatiTe tn tbe appuintineut uf 

Vaviinif Washington, in ri-ference to tbe relations of the general govern- 

Docnt to Ihe city of Wasbingtou. Letter from the .- . 

)lc<;ailnui. Brevet Brigadier Ueneral ]). L'. Keport of, (Part 1i) 

Hempbis riiiis. Leiier fiom Ibe S^'crelary of War relative lu 

Mtlniputitaii Police. Jtepurt of Ibe Iward of 

Uniro, slavery in. Message from tin: President n>lative to 

llMican affairs. Message from the President relative to •■ 



? 



Meiko, Eiirapeaii Iropps In. MtsnugK rrooi tlic PrcxiUi^nt of the Uailt^il 
Sintes celnlive to - 

M«ii«i, cuntlitionofnlTiiirB in. Mes'uijre rt-nai Ilie I'n'al Jent uf llio Unilfd 
UlHtua OD ItM, (I'art 1.) 

Ueiico, evnruHtioD of, bj the Frrucli, tlwsngu fruui llio PrcaiJent rela- 
tive to Iho 

Uileagt^ □rm«nib«rBorCi}n^Hi>. Lcllor from the Sccrelnrj of the Treat - 
ury rclHtive lo the wilary nud 

Miasoori. licparlmenl of. Letter from the Seerclarr of War traiismilline: 
rrport of Miyor Gcnpral John I'uiie of the — 

MoQey iu the several Stales. Letter frum the Secretory of iht- Treasury 
relative (o the Uepoait of - 

Uunlana, surveying diiiUiM in. MeeaiLgo from the I'reBtdent reliitive lo - . 



Kavy, Imusniitling BlHtemeut showing the appn^priHtionii for the uhvhI 
aervice for the yvai coding Jane 'M, 14Ih. LetlLT Ihini the Senvlury of 



navBlwrvlce. Lelter from the Sec- 
Teiary of the 

Navy, relative to paper, printing', mid adt'ertiRinf; in hia depttrtnient fur 
the year lt;65. Li'ttrr from the Secretary of the 

Kavy, annual report of the Secretary of Ihp 



Pepirs ateompaiti/ing ike abort 



Index to rcporlsot ollicerB 

Keportauf the chiefa of biiraaus and ai^iiiDpHnyln); [inpera 

Vo. I. Detailed eat] malm of the oflic« of [lie (iveretary uf the Navy and 

southwest exocu lire building 

No. '2. Ko|iort of ihe chief of the Itiirean of Yards and Dueka, with csti- 

inal«a, slutement of contracts, proposaU, &.c 

No. :l. Ueport of the cliief of [he Itureaa of Navigation, with etliuiatcs. 



No. 4. Report of the chief of tho Bureau of Ordnance 

No, 5. Keport of the chief of the Bureau of Ei|uipuieiit and Ri 

with eHtimatea, statumenl of contrHcts, bifera, &.e 

No. 6. Kopuilofthe ehiefof thaUurEauolX'omtruclion.Hithi 

of conlrBcts, offers, &c .. 

No. 7. Keport nf tlie llureau of Stenin Eugioueriuir, with atnlenieDl of 

No. H. Ifcport of the Bureau of ProvisioDs and Clutlaug, with schedulcH 

of coiitvniii', offers, &c 

No. 9. lii'porl of tho chief of tho Bureau of Mediciuo and i^urpery, with 



No. 10. Rnport of the colonel commandant of the marine corpg, with es- 

limaten, alatcuient of conlraclH, i&.c 

No. 1 1 . Sununnry stateniont (civil) of the office of the Secrelar)' of llie 

Navy, bnreuuH, and aoulliweat executive building 

No. S'i. Summurj^ alateincnt for Ihc navf and miuina corini 

No. l-I. R>'|iort of the board of visitors ol the Naval Academy 

Navy, transmilting' HHtcnii'ilt of the expendilnie of The contingent fnud. 

Lttlor IVoHi thy Secretary of the 

Navy, lelalivE la clvrka in his department. Letter tiaia the tertiary of 



Navy jBr<l at I'atnient rivci 

Buivej relative lo a 

Navy yard at Philadelphia. 



Letter from the Supcrlnlundi'nt of thu Const 
Letter from Iho SucretHry of the Ttcasury 



Nav; yinA &I Philadelpbia, relative to tfae mine nf propeitjBttlie. letter 
froni ihr Setrelftry of the TivasHry -- 

Kvw OtkftdB. Messftge from tho PtcsiJent of the Untied Rtotes relptive to 
the inviaii^tion lit 

Ktw York harbor, quanuitiiia stHtiou at. Letter froin the Secrctar; of Wftr 

Kiobr*™ to Viiyinis City, wapjn roaJ from. Letter from iLe SccretKry of 
llie Inlcrior relative Ion -. 

KuTlon's raucelUDg sod marking stamp. Letter from the Postmaitcr Gen- 
er»l Tvtalive to 

O. 

Oilli. teat. KtcsHfie ftom the Pretiiknt, preranliu^ conimuniMiIion from 
the i^retarf of the Tn'SBury and tLp PustmaBtei Gener nl, relutive to the.. 

OBirerB Htul cnltlirrB buried near Atlanta. Meuage from the Pruidont at 
ibe I'uited States relative to die 

Onlnaiice of the Uiiited States army, of the operations of his ilopartmi 
duiin^ iLe yfarcndiug June 3U. 1866. Annual report of the chief of, 
(Partd) 

P. 

PiidoDS Mild abandoned property. Message from the President of the 

I'niied Stslen relative to 

tmit, UniTtrsal Enposition at. Letter froni the Secretarj- of Stale rBlative 

lu the 

PitipscD river, iuiprovenicnt of. Secretary of Wuraakiug apiffoprialion for. 
Fuetili, trsnsnriltiDg the Mechanical Report of the Pati-nl Omce for the 

jnr lrti/>. Letter trom the Commissioner of, (Part 1) 

FiTtDaater (ieneral of the United States army, of the operaUonH of tils 

psntncrit duiinc the j<ai ending June DO, 1H66. Auimal report of the, 

(l-arl aj 

tWsytvauia. draft in the eighth congressional district of. Letter from the 

itraretary of War relative to the 

Fnuurarm dtopiied from the rolls. Letter from the Secretary of the Inti 

liw relative to , 

Pnaioiia. Annual rvport of the Commissioner of 

Paperl aecampanjiiitg Ike ah)r< report. 

t — SiatemcDt of the namher and yearly amount of original application; 

inJ frir incieiwe of amiy oeDsious, Admitted in each State and Terr 

toiT for the year ending June 30, IBtS 

B.— Slaleuieul of the amount paid for army pensions !n lite several States 

mi Terriloii?! for the j-car ending Jnue :K), IM&l 

C.~StalL-iiieiit ofthe number and yearly amoimt of original apMlcalions 

■ml lor increane of navy pensions admitted in each Blate oiidTeiri' — 

Ibrtlii- year ending Juno 3<J, Ii^GS . . 

D.~i5tateriient of the amount of funds in the haudg of agents for paying 

smiy pensions on the llutb day of June, ]FHi5 

E.— StMeuieut of the amount of navy pensions paid at the ageucieii in 

the N^-eral State* aiitl Territories for the year ending June 'Jli, IHGo. .. 
y. — Statement of the nuoiher and yearly amount of army peniiions on the 

ndli iu the several States and Territories on the :«Jth day of June, liHa.. 
G.— Statement of the amount of fiinds in the bands of agents for paving 

navy peneionson theiiOthday of June, lmJ5 ".. 

R.— Slalemeni of the number and yearly amoont of navy pensions o 

the roll of each Stale and Territuiy on the UOth day of June, Itflio. .. 
fVtnileDui. Letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, trunsniittiug report 

rfS. 8.Hay»,on 

Fltiladelphia, navy yard at. Letter from the Secretary of tho Treasury 

irlatire to the con! of the 

Fbilwlelphia navy yard, relative to the value of property at the. Letter 
Saiai iha Ijecrolary of the TTeB9ui7 



Police. Hoporl of the Bonrd of UBlropoIilan 

Pujit, John, Major Ocncrul. lioltri frum (he Sei'retaT7 of Wur trails milling 

Postal laws, violHtiou of tlie. I^tliT frum the FoBlmaiter Geueral relatiTe 

if bis depBTlDieat daring the yen 



Faptn accompamjiiiig the atari npart. 



eipU and eipenditi 



« from Jannftrj 1, 1@3I, 



No. J. Eihibitof annoftlif 
lo Jane 30, l«ifi 

N'o. 2, Kslimales for eipciiililnrEH rorlf^T.. 

Kti. 3. PoHlaec Blampt and envelope's uaaei] <tlu'iii|; the Steal ytut 
leBl-'tS. 

No. 4. Sl&lemeiit of the mall Herrice for the jpnr eoded June Jti, tNG5. . 

>'o. 1 A. Table of miLiI service in the foUnwine StaliH and Territories for 
Ibi! year ended Juno 30, IHC5, as exbibiled by the state of the arrauge- 
niGDls al Ihe close of the jear .- 

No. 4 II. Railroad service as in operation on Ihe 3(llh of June, 1 

Xo. 4 C. Sleamboal service as in operation September 'Mi, IHtiS.. 

No. 4 D. Table sbowiug tbe increBse anil decrease uf mail trHiia)iotta[ian 
and fost in the fulloning Slates and TerritoricH during tb* jear ended 
Juno .10, 18ti.^ 

No, a. Table of iniul sertice restored in loulhem Statea up tt 
I, IHtiii, compared with the old lerTico and pay on the sam 

No, l>. Statement of Ihe uuiulier, liinda, sixes, and cost of mail hag* pro- 
cured under coutravt and by oiM^n purcliase, and put inlo sci 
during the fiscal year ended June 30, 18115 

No. T. Ktalement sliowine operatiotts and results of foreign mail si 
for tbotiBcal year ended June 30, IC*G5 

No. 9. Addilioiiai article to the articles agreed upon between tbe , 
office of the United States uf America and tbe post office of the Uniti^ 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, for carrying Id' 
convention of Ihe 15lh December, JrHS 

No. 9. Total operations of tbe appointment office for the year ending 
JunellO, 18115 

No. 10. Table ebowinc tbe Increase and dectea^u of post offices in the 
seveml Slates and Territories; alsoiheuunibiTof noatofficra atn-bich 
appoint niL'Dts ate made by the President and by llie I'oatnisstur Gen- 






<s at nhich lolter-carriiTBare employed, with the n 
ber and nggregale coniprnsHtion of (ht latter at each office 

No. 13. fitalemenl of the operationa of the frer-delivciy letter-carrier sys- 
tem at the following officea for the fiscal year ending June ^10, li^ttiS .. 

No. 13. Slatcmi'nt Bbuwing tbe disposition of Irllera rucelved cont^Linj 
mooE'y duriniptlto year ending June 30, ]86d 

No, 14. AuDunT stalement of dead Isttrrs containing papers of value 
other than money registered and sent out for delivery l.i [he wrilcni or 
owneifi tberuof during Ihe tiscal year ending on the :tOlb day of Juue, 



No. 15. Regulations concerning the disposal of dead ktters... 
No. Its. Letter from the Postmaster Geueral to special agents.. 
No. 17. Auditor's report 



Papert acrempaajfing the above. 

The tahular slalcnient numbered I exhibits the receipts of ihe depart- 
niunt under their several heads . 

Thm nuinben^d 2 exhibits the txpenditu res under ibe several beads.. 

I'but uuiubcred 3 exhibits the postal receipla and expeudilures in th 
several Stales and Teriilorles .. 

That nuLubered 4 exhibits the operations of the free-delivery letter- 

TbM'^u 



That nnmbered G eihiltiUtsiininiaryDf the pridcip&l labors perfomio J 

hy thin ufliie during (he flacHl year 

'Thai numberEil 7 cxhiliits tbpMnouiit of letter poalagBun British m 

nceiTed in aud sent from the Uuited States .. 

Tlial nnitibFred 8 exhibits the amoauC of letter poatage on tmsaiau 

mails rercivnl in and sent from the United States 

That numbered i) exhibits the amount of letter poslapie on French 

mails Tr<vi red in and spsI from the Unilnl Slates 

TbM aumbcred It) exhibits thp nmoant of letter posta^ on B?l);Un 

mails rereiTed in and seat troni the United Slates 

Thai numbered 1 1 exhibits the anionnt of letter postage on Bri^incn 

mails received in and sent from Ihf United Slates 

Thfli onmbi'ml 13 exhibits Ibe anioanl of letter postagt; on Humbug 

niails received in and kcdI from the United Slates 

Tlmi numbered 13 exhibits the naniber of letters and oewHpapen ox- 

chaafred between the United Stales and the United Kingdom in 

British mails - -- -. 

TliHt nnmliercd 14 exhihita the nombet of letters and newspapers ex 

efaanfred betireeu the United States and ibe kingdom of Prussia in 

That numbered 15 exhibits tie nnmber of Ipttem and newspapers 

chaufrpd between the United States and FranK 

Tlisl nnmbered 16 exhibits the number of letters and newspapers 

changed between IheUnitpd States and Belfrium 

That numbered 17 exhibits the number of letters and newspapers 

changed between (be United Stales and Bratnon 

Thst numbered IS exhibits the iiuuiber of letters and newspapers < 

changed between the United Stales and HanibntR 

TKil uiimhered 19 exhibits the number of letlcrs and newspapers, with 

the several poatages, convoyed bj the West India line of o 



Thai unmbered 91 exhibits tbo number of letten and newspapers ex- 

cbangetl between the United Statsn and foreign eonntties 

That nuntbentd '^i eihibita the amountofpostaireun maila eii^banged 

between the United States and the British provinces 

That numbered '£t exhibits the amount of postage on foreign dead 

leltoiB Kent from and retnmed to the United Stales 

That numbered 'H exhibits the balances duo from and to the United 

Slates on thu adjuslmentof accounts witb fori'if^ nnlions 

That oambered 'Hi eihiblM the Prussian elosed mail accoont for the 

year ended llpremberai, 1H(!4 

That uambimi] -26 exhibits Ibe Canadian cioaed mail account for the 

fwr elided Deoember »l, )lffi4 

Tlat DQinbrrcd 27 mhilHis the Havana dosed mail account for the 

year ended December HI, llW4 -- 

Tkal numbeied 'M exhibit* the Honolulu and Tancoavcr't Island 

cloAt-d mail acconnt liir the year ended December 31, lRfi4 

That UBDibered 'JO exhibits ttie Beli^an closed nutil account for the 

ymi ended I>vcemher 31, IriSl 

That numben^ :tU exhibits the amouuti reported due the various lines 

of ocean mail steamers during the fiscal year 

Thai nunibered 31 exhibits the balances duo the United States from 

piefidenlial offices in llio late rebellious Stales, and also the total 

amount dae fruai postuiaslers In these States 

TbiiM- numbered 'iit to 3b, tucluxive, exhibit the deUlls of the irHnsac- 

liiinsof the monev-order department from Noveraber J, V^l, to June 

3(),ia(>5 

PMlBiasler General, relallva la Norlun's marking and eaocelUng stamp. 



Ihe.. 



violation of the poslal laws. I>eller from 



Post Office Dcpinmenl, IrftiwmittinK Bistf mvot of Ibo receipU aoU eipon- 

diiiir™ of llie. L^itrrrroiD Ihc Treuaun-r of the United Sutes 

rieniJent of tlio irniled IjtalKi on the sUilu uf lli« Uuion, wjlli acvoiupauy- 

ing documeiiU and ivpoiU. Aonnal iiiesaa^ of the. (Pnrt I,). 

PreiiiileDt of Ihe Uuited SMUm. tnLiMDiittin|r report a( CoiiuniMioiier of the 

Bureau of RetnxBea, Fraediuen, aud Abaudoned Land*. MessHgo trom 

tlH 

Prmldeut of llir I'liiled Slates, traaamiltinK letter froin (he Secietarj ol 

StulH relative to ibe expoaicioa at Paris. Message of the 

FreHident of tlie L'uiled Stalct, lolative to ilarei; or peonage in Mexico. 

Miisttge fritiii llie 

PiFsideiil of IkcUuitt^d Slalvs, relative to affairs iu Mexico. McKtago frum 

Ihe 

Fresliktit of the Uuiled Slaloi, relativu to kidnappiug in Uexico. Uew«ge 

fronilhr 

PrwidEut of llie t.'iiited Staloa, lelaiivr to Pnckletit Juarsa, of Uexico. 

Mewaifo from'ilio 

FitMiiduiit uf the Uuited Stales, Telstive to the rcpotied scrrcudut of tt 

relHd pirate Hhenaudoali. Heasnge from Ibo 

Prusidint of the LTuited Stales, in relation to paj of ageul to the Uuuiin 

can Jtepublio. Message from ttie 

Frcnident of llio Uuiled States, relative to Ihe Imperial Mexican Express 

Companj. Message friun the 

Pmident of the I'liitetl Slates, relative to the imprisonment of JeSerson 

Davis and ollters. Message fcotu the 

President of the United Statex, trausmilting Goirespoudence lelativi 

cholera at Constaolinople. Message trom the 

President of the Uuited Sih|««, with regard lo rewards oBured for arrest of 

assassins of Abrabain Lincolu Messnge from Ihe 

Presijfnt of the Uuiled Stales, wilh rtgard to Juarea, President of Mex- 
ico. Uia>s«Ko from the 

Fresldaut of Ibe United Slalea, as to tlie uuniber uf men and uSicerB ia the 

n-gular aud volunteer army. Messaee from the 

Presideul of Ihe United Stales, on the cuuditiuu of affairs in Mexico. 3 

SHge from the, (Part 1) 

Presidaut of Ihe Uuiled Slates, relative to direct tax in AJihama. Mea- 

Mige from Ihe... 

President of Ihe United States, Iransmillini; report and papers of Ihe Sec- 

iBtury uf Slate relative to claim of owners of British vessel Magicii 

Message from the 

President of the Uuiled States, commanicaling suggestions liom Posl- 

mnslor General uud Secretary of the Treasury moaifjing the lest oath. 

Mi^sage from the - - -- 

Preaideut of the United States, relative to Gshiog gniuudi neat Brilisb 

provinces. Message from the 

Prexideul of the Uuiled Stales, tmusmitiing report of the Serretan of War 

relative to oSieers and soldiers buried near Atlanta. Message lioin ihe.. 
Pivsidenl of the Uuited Stales, trnnsmitliug report of IhoSecretttrj of State 

relative lo the evacuation of Meuroby tlie French. Message irom die... 
Preaidoul of ihe IJuited States, irausmilliiig report of the commissiouen ' 

examine the ihird sovtiou of lbs Uuiuii Paciliu railroad. Message ti 

the 

President of Ibe United States. lespecting the reitel debt known as the 

colloa loan. Message from the .- 

PresiUonI of the Uuited Slates, lelMive to the investigations at New Or- 
leans. Messuce from tlie 

Prosiduut of Ihe Uuiled Slates, rtlalive to pardons and abandoned prop- 
erty. HeasaiTf from tlie 

Presi'lent of the United States, Iransmilting addi^onal infonnation relative 

to fikhecy and water culture in France. Message from the... 

President of the United Stules, relative lo discriuiiuation agiunsl American 

comniorcB. Message from Ihe 

Piesidcilt of Ihe United States, Irausmitling statement from the State Ue- 

partaitnl relMive to the number uf clerks employed in the State Depart- 

ruMil, Message from the 

President of the United States, relative lo the republic of Ecuador. 

Message from tha 



rrexidpDt of the Unlred Rlnt» 

wlalivi 
PrFsid«nl or the ITDitctl Stalm, Imnfniilting repdiw frani ^'crclarioit of 

lalpiior, Navj. nnd PordmnstPr GmerHl, relatiT? to clerks employed in 

tlifir depart Dien In. MeoBBire from tlie . 

PrrnJcDl of tlie irnitpd StiitoK, lrniiiiniittin|r sUiteinent of cb-iks employed 

in tlie TreamiTy DepsilmcTil. MeiUN^ from llip 

'" " It of ILe United SlateH, relative to the proTiniini in the constita- 
-' — ' — ■■- — " 1-.^— .- .1 - c— 1 Message from 



IS of BCvpTol Boathem Stales relative to the freednir 



Fmident of the Unitnl States, relative to refugees, fruodmea, and abaii- 

Jou^ IbhiIh. MctuHgo finm the 

rT'indiiit of the United States, relative to the mail steamship service to 

Brazil. Meamjie from the 

rresidi'nt of the United Slaleii. transmitting commanication from the See- 
TrtBTjr of War of the ojHTralions of the Bureaa of Befugees, Freedtnen, 

nixl Abandoned Lands. Measnge from the 

Fiv>|i1pnl of the Untied States, traiiamitling report frum the gecretnry of 

the Intrrior relative to the Sioux Indinns. Letter from the 

Fn'*i<lent of the United States, relative to claims against Venemela. Ues- 

sn^5\<m the 

Fieiideut of the United Status, relative to Austrian forces in Mexico. 

Mensaee from the 

Frr'iileiil of the United Stales, relative to laws of late insurgent States. 

Mr*»n(re from the 

FriviJeut of itie United Stales, relative to progress made in completing 
iiinps cuunertcd with (ha boundary survey under the treaty of Wash- 

infion. MeaiviEV from the 

Fn«i<lent of the United Stales, relative to direct lax in insurgent Slates. 

Mnwns* from the - - 

PreMJrut of the United Sintes. in rc(r»fd to the employment of European 

imopn in Mexico. Message from lliu 

PrrtHli^t of the ITnited Stales, with regard to arrest of Amonean ciUzeus 

ill Irrlauil. Message from the 

Frrailent of the United States, in relation to appropriations and expendl- 

Hint connected with the Indian service. Message fron. the 

rraiilrnt of the United Stales, in regard to honors pud to rebels, living 

or drad. Me»«»[;e from the 

Finiileni of the United States, returning the Freedmen's Bureau bill, No. 

611, with his olyections. Mema^ from the 

Piwiiteiit of the United Slates, relative to a reform of the system of coiu- 

tp; Kcighls. and measures. llLwage from the 

FntiileDl of ilie I'uited Slates, transniiitiDg his views relative bi Ihe reaio- 
Mion nfTeiiDPSHFo by joint resolniioo, iaforming the House that ha had 

n^iicil the same. Message from the 

IWiicnt of Ihe United Status, relativu to the relensc of L'enian prisonors, 

)lF«:'Hn;e from the 

Fitwient of the United Stales, giving his objections to the act erecting 

lliinlann in h separate surveying district. Me»age from the 

Ptictlng and adverlising in his department. Letter from the SecrE^tory of 

Ike Interior in regard to the cost of 

looting, Piihlic. Annual report of the Super! n leaden t of 

Fluting, I'ubllc, for the year ending Juno 3U, 1866. Estimates of addi- 

tiMialappropriations for the office of Superintendent of 

FriDiing and advertising In bis department. Letter from the SooreUiry of 

Swie relative to the cost of pAtwr and 

Priming, and odvertising in liin department. letter from Iha Secretary of 

tip Treasury relative to the coal of paper 

Priuliug. nnd udvertising iu his di'purtment for the year 1865. Letter 

from the Secretary of the Navy relative to tlie cost of paper and 

Piue-inoney. Loiter From the Secretary of the Treasury relative to 

i^Toal Marshal General oF the United Slates. Annual report oFtlie,(l^rl I).. 
PrnTost Marshal General of the ITnited Slates. Final report of the, ( Part 3V 

Pnblir Ruildings. Annnal report of the CommissiouDr oF 

PilUic Buildings during the fiscal yearendingJune'JU, lliCa. Statomentof 
the receipts and ezpenditnres under direction of the Commisdoner of ... . 



Public BtiildiDf^ clerks io tbe office of Ibe Commuiioner of. Letter 
relative tu - 

Public PriDtiii|[. AqijiihI report of Ibo SnpeiintendL-nl of 

Public Piintiii)^ for Ihe year eodiii^ June :i(>. ItiW. UliitiiDales of addi- 
tional approprtutions for ibe oflii'« oS tbe Suporintcudent of 



QuartcrmaatPT Geaeral of tbe United Stales. Annual report of tbe, 
(Part I) 

QanrtemiiiBler Oenernl's Department. Letter from tbo SecmtBiy of 
War irlative to peraons eniplojed in the 

Quantutuie at New York harbor. Letter from the Secralaly of War 

relative to.- ■■■ 

R. 

Ilailroad propertf in posseBBion of the pDvcmmeut of tbe United States- 
Letter from the Scutclary of War relative to 

Kailrood, Illiuoia Centrul. amouot paid the, for Iran.iportalion 
Uoiled SiRtes. Letter from tbe Secretary of War relnlive to tbi 

Bnilroad, Union Poi'ilic. Mesaa^ from tbe Pn.->i(ient of the Uuiled 
Stales Iruiiauiitlilig Te|>ort of tlie couiDiisaionera of the 

Baiiuns, coriiuiulutiuii of. In Boldie»i while prisunera of war, t«tm 
from tlie Secrplary of War relative to 

fiebcl debt known m tbo roltou loan. MessB;^ froui the Pmident of 
the United States reupwtinp the 

&ebeli, honors lo. MeesHgo fruui the Preniilent of the United States 
reliitive to 

lEecriplB and eipelnIiliirsB of the IrcriBury to March ni, 
mates to Juno 30, l(*6fl. Luttec from the Swretory of Iho Trosaury 

ttoevea, Clftiient. Letter from the Secretary of War relative lo the 
Beiiure of land belnnKiug to. 

Revenue, inlernal. Letter from Ihe Secrvtaryof iheTreaiTiry retative 

Bovenuo CuuiuiiBsiuD. Litter from the Secretary of tbe Trt'aiury li 
niittiuK report of the United States 

Keveniie ComtiiiaHiou ou distilled spirits as a smiree of leveniie. Let- 
ter from the Secretary of the Treasury transmit ling reporl of the. 

Revenue Commifiiiuu, on proprietary and other ii'tdicinen, perfun 
plajiug-cards, &c., as a source ol revenue. 1 — ~- ''- — ■'•- ° 
tary of the TrFusury Iransmilliug report of the. . 

Hiver, Putapsco, appropriation for Iho iiupraveuieut of the. Letter from 
the Secretary of War relative Co au ,. 



a the Sccm- 



Sawyer, William, and others. Letter from tbo Secretary of ibe Interior 
relative to 

Shenandoafa, rebel pirate. Ueesage from the Presideul in relation to the 
repotted uuplure uf tlie 

Signal officer of the army of the openitioDB of his corps for tbe year ending 
October tjtl, lOtiS. Keporloftlie, (Fart 2) 

Simpson, LieuL Colonel James H.. p'p.rt p-t" 

Slavery in Mexico Message IVim. li.i I':. ■ ilni- nlriiive to 

Smithsonian Inntitiilion. Ani>:i.'.l < '^ ■ \'. dI <il' Itc^nts of the. .. 

Sotdien furnished in each Slali'. \- ... ~. . ijiryof Warrelalivetu 

Soidien, murder of Uniou. Lotii :'.■.:.,: :.r- >•■, m.ny ,il War trauBniitting 
report of Judge Holt relative to ihe 

Soldiers, Union and rebel, who died while held as priionera of war. Let- 
ter from the Secretary of War rolalive to 

Southwest Pass,nnv)gHiiunorihe. Li'tter from the Secretary of War trani- 
mittin^ report of bouid of cDi^ineers relative to the 

State Department npoD foreign alfnirs. Correspondence of the, (Part I). 

State, Secretary of, rulativB lo relief and protection of American seamen. 
Letter from tbe 

Slate, Secretary of, ocliiig, relative to disburiemeuC of tlie contingent fund. 
Lellei from the. 



Sutf, InuumittiDg'a raport on the commercial reUtiona of the United Stales 

iiitb forei(n> CDuntiiea for Iheyenr 1865. Letter from the Secrelaiy of. ■ 
Suip, in ipgard to cost of pitper, pririling. and adrcrtiiiDg;, in hia depart- 

tnfDi. Letter from the Secretary of 

&tiLip. n-lRtive to cipendilnrcfl of the board of immigration. Letter from 

tlieSccirMry nf 

!>lala. Department of, relative to clerks employed in that office 

SWu Id rgb«llitiD, since April I, IdCS. Letler from the Secretary of the 

Tnwiiry in rpjrarU to receiptfl from 

forgvon Ueticrnl of ilie l.'Dited Slates anny, of the nperalioua of his depart- 



i Ibe United 8tute« relative u 



'Ti^ in inmiirent Slates, direct. Meosagv from the Presidont of the United 

Slatei relative to 

Tales. From eiilHlfs of deceased pertoni. Letter from the SecTetaiy uf the 

Tipasury relalive'to income 

TrDuesser. reaioration of. Uesssge from the President of the Uoited Stales 

informing the Huuse thai he had si^ed Ihe joint resolntiou for the 

Toledii. Imihar nl. Leller from the Secrelary of War ImDamitling' report 

of Ihe Chief RD^inrer relative to the improvement of the 

Trtnsurer of the Uniled Stales, transmitting n slalemeut of the accounts of 

the government fur tlie year eudin); June ItO, 1t^4 

To^-urer, Irannmillinfr BlHtement of rereipis and eiprnditures of Ihe Post 
I'flire Pi-piirlinent fur the year eadioi; June 30, li465. Letler from the 



Receipts and eipendilnrea for the fiscal year ending 



!B fur apprnpriatioaa tor the year ending- 

juuc OH, lomi. LiCiiei mim ilie Seerotary of Ihe 

TiMKQn'. on ihe condition of Ihe finances of Ihe government for tbe year 
li^. Annual report of the Secretary of the 

RtpoTit and docKmtiilt atcompunying At ahme report. 

TV ApCTelary'g re 
Hluivnii'nt No. I. 

Juneau, low 

Btaienient No. i. Receipts and expenditnres as estimated for the fiscal 

.iwr ending June »), 10611 

stuiHroeiii No. M. Duties, revenues, and public espenilitiires during Ihe 
H-csl year ending June 'M, IHM, agreeably to wnrranti ' 

BIB of tmst funds 

SiupiMnl Xo. 4, Bereipts and sxpendilUTet for the qnwtet euding Sep- 

itmber:)li, IHW. exclusive of Inwt funds 

^fmeDt No. 5. Tlic iuilebtedness of ihe Uniled States 

^Fitient No. IS. Psprr money circnlation, and domestic expoiU - - 

wponiif ihe Comptroller of the Cum'ncy 

o'lnn of the Cuniiiilsiiioner of Internal Kevenuo 

"'l"rtDf Ihe Treasurer 

{j*|«rt of Ihe Reflister 

nf[«fl nf liie Siilicilar 

ntponof Ibe First Comptroller 

Krpun of the Second Comptroller 

«f|wrt of Ihe First Auditor 

wf-ortof Ihe Second Auditor 

o-purtof Ihe Third Andilor 

o'jKirl of ibe Fourth Andilor 

fol«irt of the Fifth Andilor 

Hi'port of the With Auditor 

Kf(ioTt of ilie Co mniissioner of Customs 

ttport of the Supj-rvising Architect , 

Ki-punof ihe Light house Board 

Report nf ibeSiiperiulpudenl of tbe Coast Survey 

iifpoituf the Supervising Itispector of Steamboats 



Report of the Direclor of Ihe Mint 

SlAtemcuI Ni>. 7. Gull], niWer, nnd copper coinnce nt the mint of thu 
1'tillod Stairs in tbe sevcrBl yauii from it>i establiiiliiiieiil in 1792, a 
tbc coinHi^ at the branch mint* and the New York (uaa; office from 
their organization to June 30, 1864 

Sliitt>mcul No, S. Amouul of the puljlic debt on tbe first day of jHiiuarj 
in (inch of ilio T^aTH from I7yi to Jfj-IZ, inclusive, and at rarions dales 
in BubM-uuenl yum, to July 1, 1664 •- 

StatrmGUl Nu. S. Revenue collected tVilin the brginoing of the Kovcm- 
iiicnt lo June 3(1, I8A4, under the aevemi heads of enstoma, iulemal 
ravcmip, direct tax, postage, pnbiic lanils, aoil mlacellaueous sources, 
with the receipts from luaug and tressar}' iioteg, and the IoIhI reci' ' 

Btatouient Mo, Hi. Expendlturoa from (he lie^ianin^ of the govcmi 
to June :IU, 1H64, nudn the several heads uf civil list, foreign ii 
course, Savy Depanmont, War Department, pvnsioiia, Indian Depart- 
uiciit, and liiiscellaueouR, with the lutereM and principal of tbe public 
debt, and total expenditarea 

Slalduicnt No. 1 1. Uoniestic exports for fiscal year ending June 3(1, 1865. 

Blalcment Ko. Hi. Forego exports for fiscal year ending June 3U, 1865. . 

StalciLicDl No. 13. Imparls for tiscal year ondiug June UU, lt*t».... .'... 

BtateincnC No. 14. Foreign tonnage, entrances and dearauces, by dii- 
triets, for fiscal )-ear ending Juno 30, l^^i 

Sinleitieut No. 15. Foreign lonnage. nnlrsncc* and cleaTancei, by couu- 
triifl, for fiscal year ending June 30, IrHS 

Statement No. 16. Domestic (onuage, old admeaauremeat, by diatricla, 
ye»rlB65 

Statciiient No. IT.* Domestic tonnago, new admoaauivmeut, by dislricls, 
jearieeri 

SlatHment Xo. \<i. Exports lednced to gold value, with imports 
porls, compared for fiscal years lt<l!2, 186;], 1804, and 1805.. 

Stale men t No. 19. Gross value of the exports and imparls from the be- 
ginning oribo government to June 3(1, 1861 

Slalouient No. 3(1. Exports and imports of coin and bullion from I Mil li 
]t^, incltisive; also the excess of imports and exports during the 

SlalemenI No. 31. Foreign mcrchuudiss imported, exported, and ( 
sunied annaally from 1H-2I to Mm, nitb the population and rate of < 
sumption Mr capifa caleulaled for each year 

Statement No. S3. Value of domestic prodace aud foreign merchandise, 
eielnsive of specie, exported annuallv from laai to 1861. 

Stalt-mcnt No. Kt. Export of staple pioducta, breadatnffs, pro 
and animal products for five ^eara 

Statement No. 24. Valueorieadingatticleaofmanufactureciportedfrom 
1847 lo 1864 

Statement No. 35. Amonnt ofthe tonnaee of the UuitedStalesai 

from 1T91) to 1864, iuclusive ; also the regiaterod aud enrolled on^ 
licenaed tonnage employed in stenm navigation each year 

Staloinont No. 'ib. Amount expended at each custom-house in tbe United 
States during the fiscal year ending June 30, l>^64... ... 

Btntcment No. '27. Number of persons employed in each district of tbe 
United States for the collection of customs during the fiscal j'eiir ending 
Jnne 30, 186'), with their occnpation and compuniMition 

Stalnment No. i^ Gcneralresultsof allrecciptaauddisposalof mi 

dise within tbe United States during the fiscal year ending Juue 3(1, 
18<>4 

Stalemcut No. 311. Liabilitieaof tbe United States 10 various Indian tribes 
nndor slinntations of treaties, iLc 

Sislemeul No. 30. Stocks lield in imst by tbe United States for the 

Chichnian national fuud and tbe Smilbsunian Innlilulion 

It Ko. 31. General regulation for thepurrhoscof ptoductnoftbe 

ictionary Stales ongovemmenl account 

Trcanury, relative to disbtmenieut of the conliugent fund. Letter from 

the Secretary of the 

Treasury, relative to the amount expended in the permanent establishment 

of Ibe Naval Academy at AuuapoUs. liettor from theSeuretaiyof thu.. 



Immrr, irnmiiniltini; rommanlrnlinn from Iha rollpctot of internal rf 

nil* in Georpa. Letler ftom tho Store tnry of ihe 

Trrumrr, tniiiRiiiitlini; l)ie nntim of pcrsutiB pmplojed in (Lc coast a 

TtT. LrlleT from llie Secrelnry of ifie 

Trcarnrr, lelBtiYu to ttio mercantile marine. Letter from tlie Secretary of 

iht..'. 

Tiemmry. relative to Ibe drponit of public monej vrith tlie RCTpml Slates. 

Lcttrr from tli« Secretary of the 

Tmunry, relative to registered foreign raneli. Letlor from the SecretJiry 

of the , 

TrruQiy. rrlMire to apportionnnnit of circulating notes mndn to diiferent 

hanks in the neveral Slates. Letter from the BmrPtary of the 

TtFaaorr, relative lo * Davy yAtd at Pbilwlelphia. Letter from the Becie- 

»ry nf ihp 

Tri'siiury. trBDsmiltinif report of tbti UDJl^ States Revenue Commission. 

Letter from the Secretary of the 

Treasnty, relmivB to income taiGH colli-rled from estates of deceased per- 

■onit. Letter from the Secretary of the 

Treaiinry, transmitting ap)iraiiiemeiil of the value of property at the PbiU' 

■Idphia nary yard. Lrttcr from the Secretary of the 

Treamry. in regard to receipts from States in rebellion since April 1, JSGa. 

Letter from the Secretary of the 

Treasury, transmitting report of 8. S. Hays on pelroleum. Letter from 

the Secretary of the 

Treasury, triving list of clerks in his department. Letter from the Secre- 

Trcwmry, relative to cost of paper, printing!, and advertising; in his depart- 

mcBl, Letter from the Secrctsry of the 

TiesBUry, transmittine report of Reveulie Cnmmtsnion on distilled spirits 

uo jtonrce of revenue. Letter from the Secretary of the , 

TiRwnry, trBnumitling report of Revenue Commission on proprietary and 
other medicines, peifumery. nlnyiug-cards, &.c., as sonrcoa of revenue. 

Letter from the Secretary of the , 

Treuury, transmitting statement of the amoitnt now in tlie United Stales 

ireuury. Letter from the Secretary of the - 

Tmeurr, recommending an appropriation for the Dismal Bvamp canal. 

Letter from the Secretary of the 

TTMsnry, relative to prin-money. Letter from the Secretary of the 

TiHunry. relative to clerks employed in hiH office. Letter from the Secre- 

tsrynfibe 

Trtuury, relative to tbi' *ales of iFoId. Letter from the Sscretnry of the-- 
Tnuury, relative to salary and mileage of members of Congress. Letter 

from the SecrelaiT of tlie 

Tmunrv. in rcesrd to commercial relations with British America. Letter 

from the Secretary of lie 

Trtiiury, relative to the sales of gold. Letter from the Secretary of the.-, 
Treunry, relative tn franhinj; privilege to ofBrersof the Light-house Board. 

trftler from (he Secretary of the 

Trwtnrv. receipts and expenditures of the, from March 31, IftfiB, to June 

W. 1^«1. Lellet from the Secrelarf of the 

TtilT of Woshintrlon, maps of boundary survey under the. Messagefruni 
the Pn-sideot of the United States as to progress of 

V. 

^cDFmela, relative to claims against. Kfeesage from the President of the 
Uni led States 

^milating and warmini; the Capitol. Letter from the Socretnry of the lu- 

IfriiT transmitting report of Th'nias U. Walter relative to 

Vpuel, British, "logician." Message of the President relalivs to claim 

of'iirnersof the 

Vm9i-]). registered, foreign. Letter from the Secretary of the Treasury 

relsfive to 

Vol 110 leers, Illinois. Letter from the Secretary of War relative to 

Volimiem, California, stationed io the Territories. Letter from the Secre- 

Itij of War relative to 



'Wr^d Tond trom Niobrara lo Virginia City. Letter from the Becretary of 

tLo Interior n-lallve to a -- 

WsgoD roads in the western Territories. Letter from the Secretary of the 

Interior relative lo 

'War. Anniuil report of the Secretary of, (Part 1) 

Faperi atcompgnj/ing the abmt. 

Beport of the Adjutant Oeneral. (Part 1) 

Keport of the Chief of bureau for colored troops, (Part I) — 

Report of tho ProToul Marshal General, {Part 1} 

Bopurt of the Qiutitennosler General, (Part I] 

Paferi accompanfing ike ahott report. 

1. Financial slate ment. (Port I) 

2. Keport of First Division, public iininials, Bwvel Briendier General 
J,A.Ekin,(Partl) 

3. Statement of claiins, First Division, (Part 1).. 

4. Report of Second Divisiou, cloihinc and equipaf^ Colonel A. J. 
Ferry, (Parti) 

&. SlalemonI of FlothiniF on hand at the more important depots, 3Ulh 
June, IrtM, (Parti) 

6. 8latemeut of camp and ^rrisun equipafre on hand at the more im- 
portant depots, 3((lL June, inm. (Pari I) 

7. SlatemDiit or materiaU for manufacture of clothing pnrchHacd <jur- 
InifSgcalyHir ending 30tb June, ItMS, (Parti) 

H, Statement of clothinir and oiinipaBB purebaned and manufactured 
during thefisrnl jeBtBodinc :ttilb Jane, MS, (Purr 1) 

9. Statement of clothing on UEUid at ibe more important depots, 'Mib 
June, IB65. (Part 1) 

10. Statement of equipage on hand at the more Important depots, 3()lh 
June. l8(Ki, (Part 1) 

11 Statement uf aggregate expenditnre for purchase of clothing ant: 
equipifte nt the puruhasinf; depots, New Yonc, i'liiladelphio, and Cin- 



i (r« 



I).. 



18. Stalcnieiit of Tnaterials for elolhing and tenia purchMed at 
depots of Now York, Pliiladelphia, and Cincinnati, from May, I' 
to :Wllh June, 1865, (Parti) , 

13. Statement ofnnmber of llie principal arliclen of clolhini; nud equip- 
age purchased at the principal depots of New York, Pliilwlelphia, aud 
Ciucmonti, from May, 1661, to :uilh June, l(j65, excluHlvo of articles 
manurnclured at those depots, (Part I) 

14. SlalenienI ihowini; bi|{hest anil lowent prices paid fur articles of 
clothing and eijuipi^i during the war, (Part I) 

15. Slalemeni of ulaims. Second Uivision, (Parti) 

16. Report of Tbird Division, ocean and lake transportatinu. Colonel E, 
D. Wise, (Part I) 

17. Slntciiient of vcBSols chartered or employed by tlio quartermaster's 
department on dccho and lako service duriuf!' llie iacil year ending 
30ih June, late, (Parti) 

It^. Statement of vessels owned by the United States, and employed on 
ocean and lako service by the quartrrmaster's department dunug the 
fiscal year ending aUth ,Iuue, 1«G5, (Pari 1) , 

19. Summary statouieut of vessels owned and chartered at various tluie9 
by the quartermaster's department. (Part 1) 

90. List of vessels employed hy the quartermaster's department in sup- 
plying General Shennau's army on the coast, (Part I) 

91. Strength of Heel employed in supplying armies before Sicbmoiid in 



r and rail Ersnsportatiun, Brigadier 



the spiiug of I i4t», ( Pari 1 ) . . 
22. Report Sf Fourth Division, i 

General L. B. ParHons, (Pari I) - 

S3. List of steameni and other vessoU, belungiog to ibu United States, 
employed on the western rivers, 3Uth June, 1665, by the qaaitermM- 
ter'scfepariment, (Parti) 

Si. Bepurt of operations on the United Stales military railroads fur the 



). &MI«niPiit KhowitiK the nninberofportonBemplujeil on United States 

luiUlary milruada at voriuiu (IhIeb. {I'art 1) 

11 cliiima, Fourlb Division, (Parti) 



W. Report on movement*, duijnf; ihe v 

nilniadi, by General L,. B. Puraons. (Pan I) 

fi9. GeueisI Ordens No. 17, (juartemiasler Oeneral's Office, March 16, 

)M'i, re^lnlionsconromin^ lisiiBportatiun b; rail aiiil rivor, (Part 1 ). 
ai).GeDent10id?raNo.lg,Qiiartmiitutt-rGFDcnirBO&ice,Man-hlt;, IMia, 

iie«iltii8liii(tpoinl8forsi^UlrnioDloraccoaiit»fortraii«iB)rtatiun, (Part I) 
31. (nrneral Onlere Ko. !i9, QuartPrniaslt^r General's Offico, Dth May, 

!(*,">, Tej^latioiia coni'i-rDiiie trauBpOttation of freight, (Parll) 

33. Krpurt of iranspartuliiin ot aim; siippliKB la New Mexico during the 

Gseal jear ending 3llth Jane, lt<ta, (Part I) 

33. Iiulmclione from QuarleniiBBler Qeoeral's Office, Kny 10 and May 

27, Ii^fi5, tor the irauspontUion of the troops to ihelr homes, (Part 1).. 
!M. Report of Ihe Fifth Division, forage, luel, and regular Huppliee, 

CvlonclS. L. Brown, (Parll) 

■Si. Annual re|)orl, pnrcliHHea of fora)^, by Colonel S.Jj. Urown (Parti) 
3fi, t^umniary statement of public aioneya tor lbs Gacal year ending 3Utli 

June, I'Uxt, purcbaiieB of forage. Colonel 8. L. Brown, (Part I) 

3r. Sialenieal of rxpenditiiiea fur rail and river trnnnnorMIion for Ibe 

fisral year ending yillh .June, IB65, by Colonel S.L.Brown, (Parti).. 
3^. Alalenit-ul of eipcndituiea far ocean and lake trnnsportatiou during 

the &KNtl year ending 3Ulh June, 1665, [Parti) 

39. Uepon uf number of pasBengers and Ions of freight transported by 

Crii. !% L. Brown during- ibe finical year ending June W, IHUT). (I'nrtl).. 
4U. KepoTt of qiianiities and value of furnge Blilppcd lo armiea on the 

Jinn's dnriu(r the winter of lH64-'6a. (Paitl) 
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REPORT OF COMMISSARY GENERAL OF SUBSISTENCE. 

Office Commissarv General of Subsistence, 

Washington City, D. C, October 20, 1865. 

Sir: In compliance with the special inBtractions of the War Department of 
October 7, addressed to chiefs of bureaus, I have the honor to submit the fol- 
lowing report of the operations of the Subsistence department during the past 
year: # 

The subsistence stores required for distribution to the several armies in the 
tield have during the year been purchased, as was done during the earlier years 
of the war, in the principal markets of the northern States. The facilities and 
cost of transportation to the various points where they were required for issue, 
the relative prices in the different markets, and a due regard to tne general com- 
mercial interests of the country, have governed this department in apportioning 
these purchases among the several market centres of the countiy. New Or- 
leans, gradually resuming a healthy commercial condition, already enables this 
department — and in further aid of such resumption — to obtain in that market a 
eon;^iderable portion of the supplies required for distribution from that point. 
Although the present general condition of the southern States is not such as to 
afford a large amount of supplies for the troops on duty therein, still the officers 
of this department are able in some parts of those States to enter into contracts 
for beef cattle and slaughtered beef, as also to some extent to purchase therein 
other articles The principal purchasing officers of the Subsistence department 
have performed their duties with great fidelity to the interests of the country 
and with much mercantile ability, and also, as I am frequently assured, to the 
gmcral satisfaction of the commercial men of the country with whom they have 
transacted the business of this department. 

So far as has been practicable, subsistence stores have been obtained by ad- 
vertising for and receiving sealed proposals for their delivery. During the past 
bix months four hundred and two such advertisements have been received and 
placed on file in this office. 

The principal commissaries immediately responsible for the subsistence of the 
i'everal armies in the field have performed the important and often difficult duties 
of receiving, protecting, and distributing the supplies forwarded to them with 
commendable efficiency and success. They have also, by great energy, been 
able, to a considerable extent, to subsist the troops upon the resources of the 
country in which the armies were operating or through which they were passing. 
It is believed that during the entire war no campaign, contemplated move- 
inent, or expedition has failed on account of the inability of the Subsistence de- 
partment to meet its proper requirements. It is also believed that the troops, 
wherever stationed or operating, have, with rare exceptions, been supplied with 
rations in good and wholesome condition. 

While the Subsistence department has furnished a constant, timely, and ade- 
<iaate supply of subsistence for the several large armies occupying widely dif- 
ferent fields of operations, as also for the troops at all the separate positions oc- 
cupied throughout the entire country, it is due to the Quartermaster's depart- 
Qient that its vast labors in the transportation of these supplies be recognized 
u having been performed with a readiness and efficiency worthy of the highest 
commendation. As a single item indicating the amount of these labors, I in- 
stance the fact that during the year 1863 the Quartermaster's department 
shipped from the port of New York an average of seven thousand packages of 
subsistence stores per day for every working day of the year, and for the year 
lS(i4 six thousand seven hundred and twenty- seven packages per day. 
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The pudden close of the war, and the coDseqnent immediate muster-out of a 
large part of the army, unavoidably left on hand in some of the depots an ex- 
cessive supply of subsistence stores. This excess has been sent to other points, 
where stores were required, instead of meeting such requirements by further 
purchases. By tliis course a considerable part of these supplies have been, or 
will be, economically disposed of. Surplus and damaged stores are in process 
of being disposed of by sale. A considerable quantity of hard bread, surplus 
or too old for issue to troops, remains to be disposed of. A sufficient quantity 
of this and other surplus articles have been hela back from an earlier sale with 
the view of meeting, in an e(ft>nomical manner, the urgent wants of those people, 
white and colored, who have, by the events of the war, been reduced to a suf- 
fering condition ; to whom it has been deemed an act of charity, due from the 
government, to make limited issues of food. 

I have the honor to report that, under your orders of June 29. 1865, direct- 
ing the discontinuance of the whiskey ration, and the sale of the whiskey on 
hand, the issue of that article was at once stopped. The sale has already taken 
place at many points, and will soon be completed. 

During the past year, as in the previous years of the war, a very consider- 
able income has been derived from the sale of the hides, tallow, and other parts 
of beef-cattle not issuable as beef to the troops. The total amount of such 
sales has not been ascertained. At the Washington and Alexandria depots 
alone they amount to $344,468 98j for the year ending 30th of September, 
1865, and to $1,377,875 93 during the four years ending at that date. 

Under the able and judicious management of Brevet Brigadier General 
William Hoffman, United States army. Commissary General of Prisoners, the 
prisoners of war, held under his charge at thirty-two forts, prison barracks, 
camps, and hospitals, have been well and humanely subsisted, having received 
a sufficient portion and variety of the ration to insure health, leaving in the 
hands of the several issuing commissaries, as *' savings," that portion of the 
ration not deemed necessary for persons living in entire idleness. • The pecuni- 
ary value of these " savings " has constituted a prir<on fund, available, under 
the instructions of the commissary general of prisoners, for the purchase of arti- 
cles necessary for the prison barracks and hospitals, and for meeting other 
necessary expenses of the prisoners. General Hofiinan has already, under your 
instructions, transferred to the Subsistence department a "savings'* credit of the 
amount of $1,507,359 01, and reports that there remains yet to be transferred 
an amount not less than $337,766 98, making a total amount of $1,845,125 99. 

The discharge of volunteer forces, and the consequent reduction of the ex- 
penses of this department, will enable it to meet all demands without exhaust- 
ing the appropriation for the current fiscal year. 

The current work of this bureau is, habitually, up to date. The examina- 
tion of the money and property accounts is nearly as close up to date as it is 
practicable to have it. It would, however, facilitate the prompt examination of 
the money and property accounts of the officers of the Subsistence department, 
if the law permitted the former, as well as the latter, to be sent, by the officers 
rendering tliem, direct to this bureau for its administrative action before going 
to the accounting officers of the treasury. I do not doubt that the Third Auditor 
is of the same opinion. 

Under section 3 of the act of July 4, 1864, authorizing the claims of loyal 
citizens in Stales not in rebellion for subsistence actually furnished to the army 
of the United States, and receipted for by the proper officer receiving the same, 
or which may have been taken by such officers without giving such receipt, to 
be submitted to the Commissary Gen( ral of Subsistence, and making it his duty 
to cause each claim to be examined, there have been submitted as follows : 
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Whole number of claims sabmitted, 1,470. 

Number approved for payment 50 

Number disallowed 413 

Number awaiting explanationB, &c 650 

Number awaiting examination 357 

1,470 



With your approval, it is proposed to ascertain s^nd exhibit, in a tabnlar form, 
the total quantity of each article of subsistence stores purchased for use of the 
anpy during each year of the war, from 1861 to 1865, inclusive. Such a state- 
ment would form an interesting addition to the mercantile statistics of the country. 
Under the act of March 3, 1865, for the better organization of the Subsist- 
ence department, authorizing, during the contiunance of the rebellion, the selec- 
tion and assignment of commissaries of subsistence of the volunteer and regu- 
lar service to geographical military divisions, to separate armies in the field, to 
military departments, to principal subsistence depots, and to the office of the 
Commissary General of Subsistence as assistants, with the rank, pay, and emol 
aments of a colonel of the Subsistence department, there have been so selected 
and a8^igned nine commissaries of subsistence ; one from the regular service, 
and eight from the volunteer service. There have also been selected and 
assigned, under authority of the same act, to inspection or other special duty, 
two commissaries of subsistence with the rank of lieutenant colonel ; one from 
the volunteer, and the other from the regular service. Also, to divisions, two 
commissaries of subsistence with the rank of niajor; both from the volunteer 
service. 

During the past year two vacancies have occurred in the regular service of 
the Subsistence department; one by the brief sickness and death, after much 
zealous and efficient field service, of Major John Kellogg, and the other by 
resignation of Captain Edward R. Hopkins, a valuable officer. Both of these 
vacancies were filled by selections and appointments from the volunteer branch 
of the Subsistence department. 

The Subsistence department, at the commencement of the war, contained but 
twelve officers of all grades; it had reached this number by small additions, 
authorized by law, from time to time, as the army was increased and the terri- 
tory occupied by it extended ; the several additions subsequent to the act of 
April 14, 1818, by which a Commissary General of Subsistence was originally 
authorized, being as follows : by the act of March 2, 1820, two commissaries ; 
^Y the act of July 5, 183S, five commissaries; by the act of September 20, 
1850, tour commissaries. Since the commencement of the rebellion there have 
Wu ad<led as follows : by the act of August 3, 1861, twelve commissariee ; by 
the act of February 9, 18C3, Hve commissaries ; making a total of twenty-nine 
officers of all grades. A further increase is not recommended until it shall be 
made to appear that the present number of officers is inadequate to the service 
required of the department. 

The officers of this department, regulars and volunteers, have, with but few 
exceptions, performed their duties with signal fidelity and success. Some of 
tbem have been held from serving with troops in the field, much against their 
choice and ambition. 

To the able senior Assistant Commissary General of Subsistence, and to t he other 
officers on duty in this bureau, is largely due the credit of the general good con- 
dition of the aifairs of the Subsistence department which I am enabled to report. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. B. EATON, 
Commnsary General Subsistence. 
Hon. Edwin M. Stanton, Secretary of War. 
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REPORT OF THE SURGEON GENERAL. 

War Department, Surgeon General's Office, 

Washington, D, C, October 20, 1865. 

Sir : I have the honor to suhmit the following statement of finances and gene- 
ral transactions of the Medical department for the fiscal year ending June 30, 
1865: 

RECEIPTS. 

Balance in the treasury July 1, 1864 S914, 135 ;iO 

Balance in the hands of the disbursing officers 324, 061 65 

Balance remaining of appropriation for artificial limbs for soldiers 

and seamen, per act of July 16, 1862, chap. 182, sec. 6 4, 265 00 

Annual appropriation for the year ending June 30, 1865, by 

act of June 15, 1864, chap. 124, sec. 1 8, 930, 640 00 

Deficiency appropriation for the current fiscal year, by act of 

March 2, 1865. chap. 73, sec. 8 3, 251, 000 00 

Annual appropriation for the year ending June 30, 1866, by 
act of March 3, 1865, chap. 81, sec. 1, required for dis- 
bursement during the present fiscal year, and placed to the 
credit of the Medical department for that purpose March 22, 
1865 

Amount drawn from appropriation made by joint resolution of 
April 29, 1864, to cover expenditures for medical attendance 
and medicine for hundred-days volunteers 

Amount refunded by the Subsistence department for board of 
sick and wounded soldiers in private hospitals 

Amount refunded for medical attendance and supplies furnished 
prisoners of war 

Amount received for subsistence of officers* in hospitals 

Amount disallowed in account of Eben. Swift, United States 
army, for June, 1863, and refunded from appropriation for pay 
of volunteers 

Proceeds of sales of condemned and unserviceable hospital prop- 
erty 

Proceeds of sales of ice not required for hospital use 

Value of books and surgical instruments sola to medical officers 
and private physicians 

Received for hospital property sold to the Quartermaster's de- 
partment 

Received for medicines, &c., issued to refugees and freedmen . . 

Recovered for hospital property lost or damaged in transpor- 
tation 

Recovered of Acting Assistant Surgeon J. S. Geltner, United 
States army, for property and moneys illegally disposed of 

Amount received for care of patients belonging to the United 
States navy 

Amount received from all other sources 



6, 000, 


000 


00 


300, 


000 


00 


64, 


293 


40 


140, 


506 


08 


286, 


281 


04 


17, 


762 


91 


59, 


671 


41 


12, 


352 


2^ 


8, 


311 


30 


7, 


003 


61 




554 


73 




534 


45 


1, 


000 


00 




283 


00 




446 


20 



Total credits for the year 20, 323, 102 13 

Amount over-expended by disbursing officers 166, 578 34 

20,489,080 47 
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DISBURSEMENTS DURING THE YEAR. 

For medical and hospital supplies $15, 204, 497 20 

For paj of private physicians 1, 865, 82 1 82 

For pay of hospital employes 949, 462 46 

For expenses of purveying depots 683, 830 33 

For care of sick soldiers in private hospitals 240, 476 1 1 

♦For artificial limhs for soldiers and seamen 126, 538 00 

Expenses of hospitals for officers 243, 876 37 

Miscellaneous expenses of the Medical department 13, 996 94 

19, 328, 499 23 
Balance in the treasury June 30, 1865 1, 161, 181 24 

20,489,680 47 



The ample provision for sick and wounded existing at the date of my la^t 
annual report was increased during the ensuing montiis until a maximum of (204) 
two hundred and four general hospitals, with a capacity of (136,894) one hun- 
dred and thirty-six thousand eight hundred and ninety-four beds, was reached. 
Field hospitals, hospital transports and cars, ambulance corps, and the purvey- 
ing depots, were kept in condition to meet all possible requirements, and Gen- 
eral Sherman's army was met at Savannah by four first-cla^s sea-going steamers, 
thoroughly equipped as hospital transports, with extra stores and supplies for 
five thousand beds, should it have become necessary to establish large hospitals 
upon his line of operations. 

Upon the receipt of Greneral Orders No. 77, dated War Department, Adjutant 
Greneral office, April 28, 1865, immediate measures were taken to reduce the ex- 
penses of this department. Of the (201) two hundred and one general hospitals 
open on January 1, 1865, (170) one hundred and seventy have been discontinued. 
Three of the four sea-going hospital transports have been discharged; the fourth 
is DOW constantly engaged in the transfer of sick 'and wounded from southern 
ports to the general hospitals in New Tork harbor. All of the river hospital 
boats have been turned over to the Quartermaster's department, and but a single 
hospital train is retained in the southwest. 

The vast amount of medicines and hospital supplies becoming surplus through 
the reduction of the army have been carefully collected at prominent points, 
and are being disposed of at public auction, most of the articles bringing their 
full value, and in some instances, their cost price. 

Since April, 1861, there have been appointed (547) five hundred and forty- 
seven surgeons and assistant surgeons of volunteers ; mustered into service (2,109) 
two thousand one hundred and nine volunteer regimental surgeons, and (3,882) 
three thousand eight hundred and eighty-two volunteer regimental assistant sur- 
geons ; employed as acting staff surgeons (75) seventy-five; as acting assistant 
sorgeons (5,532) five thousand five hundrea and thirty- two. 

As far as returns have been received, during the war (34) thirty-four officers 
of the medical staff have been killed or died of wounds received in action, (24) 
twenty-four wounded, and (188) one hundred and eighty-eight have died from 
disease or accident incurred in the service ; (1) one died in a rebel prison, (6) six 
of jellow fever. A completed record will increase this number. 

IVo hundred and fourteen (214) surgeons and assistant surgeons of volun- 
teers, reported as supernumerary, have been mustered out. 



FonuBhed during the year— artificial legs 1,388 ; arnui 1,121. 
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In compliance with the act of Congress, hospital chaplains have been reported 
for muster-out when the hospitals to which they were attached have been dis- 
continued. Of the two hundred and sixty -five (265) appointed daring the war, 
twenty-nine (29) are still in commission. 

Ttie business of this office has been largely increased by the necessity for 
immediate examination and settlement of the accounts of staff and regimental 
medical officers mustered out of service, while the number of applications from 
the Pension bureau for " official evidence of cause of death " now averages 
one thousand five hundred and fifty (1550) a month, the number received and 
acted upon in the last fiscal year being over nineteen thousand (19,000) ; other 
official inquiries, requiring reference to records and hospital registers, are very 
numerous. 

The returns of sick and wounded show that of white troops one million fifty- 
seven thousand four hundred and twenty- three (1,057,423) cases have been 
treated in general hospitals alone from 1861 to July 1, 1865, of which the mor- 
tality rate was 8 per cent. In addition to the alphabetical registers of dead, not 
yet fully completed, the records of the Medical department contain thirty 
thousand (30,000) special reports of the more important forms of surgical injuries, 
of disease, and of operations. These reports, with statistical data, and a patho- 
logical collection, numbering seven thousand six hundred and thirty (7,630) 
specimens, furnish a mass of valuable information which is being rapidly ar- 
ranged and tabulated as a medical and surgical history of the war, for the pub- 
lication of the first volumes of which an appropriation will be asked. 

In this connexion, and as illustrating more in detail the importance of this 
work, the army medical museum assumes the highest value. By its array of 
indisputable facts, supported and enriched by full reports, it supplies instruction 
otherwise unattainable, and preserves for future application the dearly-bought 
experience of four years of war. Apart from its great usefulness, it is also an 
honorable record of the skill and services of those medical officers whose contri- 
butions constitute its value, and whose incentive to these self-imposed labors 
has been the desire to elevate their profession. A small appropriation has been 
asked to continue and extend this Collection. 

During the fiscal year ending June 30, 1865, an army medical board was 
appointed to meet in Cincinnati, Ohio, on the I8th day of October, 1864, for the 
examination of candidates for the medical staff of the army, and of assistant sur- 
geons of that corps for promotion. Nine applicants for admission into the med- 
ical staff were invited to present themselves oefore this board. Of this number, 
two were fully examined and approved ; one withdrew before his examinations 
were concluded ; two were rejected as unqualified, and four failed to appear. Six 
assistant surgeons were examined for promotion and found qualified. Two as- 
sistant surgeons were reported for re-exnmination. Of the approved candidates, 
two have been appointed assistant surgeons. 

Boards have been in session at New York, Washington, D. C, Hilton Head, 
S. 0., New Orleans, La., Memphis, Tenn., Little Rock, Ark., and Cincinnati, 
Ohio, for the examination of candidates for appointment in the volunteer medical 
staff. One hundred and fifty-two candidates were invited before these boards, 
fifty-eight of whom passed satitifactory examinations and were appointed accord- 
ingly. The remainder were rejected, failed to appear, or withdrew before ex- 
amination was completed. These boards were discontinued in June, 1865. 

The casualties in this corps since June 30, 1864, are as follows: appointed, 
9C\ ; promoted, 40 ; restored, 2 ; resigned, 32 ; declined, 1 ; died, 7 ; dismissed, 3 ; dis- 
charged, 3 ; dropped, 1 ; mustered out, 19 ; cancelled, 7, 

Boards for the examination of candidates for appointment as medical officers 
to colored troops have been in session permanently at Boston, New York, Wash- 
ington, Philadelphia, Cincinnati, St. Louis, and at euch other points from time 
to time as the necessities of the service demanded. 
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Iq nearly all sections of the country the health of the troops has been fully 
equal to that of the preceding years, though military movements of unprece- 
dented magnitude have been pushed to successful termination without regard to 
seasons. An epidemic of yellow fever prevailed at Newbem, N. C, in Septem- 
ber, October and November, 1864, causing two hundred and seventy-eight (278) 
deaths among the troops stationed there, of whom five hundred and seventy -one 
(571) were attacked. The released or exchanged prisoners arriving at Wilming- 
ton, N. C, from rebel prisons suffered from an epiaemic of typhoid fever, which, 
however, was arrested by strict attention to hygienic rules and prompt transfer 
to northern hospitals. With these exceptions no serious epidemics have appeared, 
and it is interesting to note that quarantine regulations strictlv enforced by mil- 
itary authority have proven, during the occupation of southern seaports and 
cities by our troops, to be an absolute protection against the importation of con- 
tagious or infectious diseases. In view of the apprehensions entertained in re- 
gard to the Asiatic cholera, now devastating the shores of the Mediterranean, 
this becomes a siniificant fact. 

For recommendations of measures tending to the greater efficiency of the 
Medical department, you are respectfully referred to the special report from this 
office, called for by circular dated War Department, Adjutant General's office, 
October 7, 1865. 

In conclusion, I desire to bear testimony to the ability, courage and zeal man- 
ifested throughout the war by the officers of the Medical department under all 
circumstances and upon all occasions. With hardly an exception they have been 
actuated by the highest motives of national and professional pride, and the num- 
ber who have been killed and wounded bears most honorable testimony to their 
devotion to duty on the field of battle. 

To the medical directors of armies in the field and of military geographical de- 
partments especial praise is due for the successful execution of their arduous and 
responsible duties. 

I am, sir, very respectftiUy, your obedient servat, 

JOS. K. BARNES, Surgeon General, 

Brevet Major Gen% U. S, Army. 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War, 



ANNUAL REPORT OF THE OPERATIONS OF THE PAY DEPARTMENT OF THE 
UNITED STATES ARMY FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 1865. 

War Dbpartmbnt, 
Paymoiter Generafs Office, Washington, October 31, 1865. 

Sir : I have the honor to submit a report of the offcial transactions of the 
hj department of the army for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1865. 

The ubular statements herewith presented exhibit the details from which th e 
foQowing statement in gross is made : 

Balance in hands of paymasters and unissued requisitions in 
treasury at beginning of fiscal year (July 1, 1864) $86,039,808 87 

Keeeived from the treasury during the fiscal year (including 
unissued requisitions in treasury on June 30, 1865) 337,200,000 00 

Received by paymasters from other sources, exclusive of sums 
transferred among themselves r 6,815,137 50 

Total to be accounted for 430,054,946 37 

67 w 



898 BEPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR. 

Accounted for ae follows : 

Disbursements to the regular army 87,839,22$ 47 

Disbursements to the Military Academy 153,099 11 

Disbursements to the volunteers 300,73S,63o 95 

Total disbursement 308,730,960 53 

Amount of unissued requisitions in the ti^easury on June 30, 

1865 65,900,000 00 

Balance actually in hands of paymasters on June 30, 1866 — 55,423,985 84 

430,054,946 31 



This large amount in the hands of paymasters at the end of the fiscal year 
was an unavoidable necessity from the fact that at that precise period of time 
the department was every whei*e throughout the country under the greatest pressure 
of payments to mustered-out troops, and money in large sums had to be kept 
thus distributed. 

From the above it will be seen that the sum actually disbursed during the fis- 
cal year and in process of disbursement at the end thereof was $430,054,946 37. 

Since the beginning of the current fiscal year, beside the above sums in the 
hands of paymasters and the unissued requisitions stated, $94,00Q,000 have been 
disbursed, and distributed for disbursement, making a total expenditure of 
$524,054,946 37 during the last fiscal year, and the present one to this date. 

Of this large sum more than one-half ($270,000,000) has been paid to disband- 
ed volunteer troops mustered out of service. 

From the early days of June to the present time, this department has made 
final payment to more than eight hundred thousand officers and men. The nam- 
ber paid cannot be definitely stated for the want of time for full ofiScial returns 
to be received from the many various and distant points of payment throughout 
the country, especially as these payments are still continuing. Enough, how- 
ever, is known with certainty to establish the fact that the figures stated are not 
in excess. 

This is an extraordinary exhibit of work performed chiefly within the three 
months of June, July and August — two hundred and seventy millions of money 
paid to eight hundred thousand individual men. When the manner of these 
payments is observed, with a knowledge of the particularity required in each 
case, the accounts varying in amounts, each to be separately computed in its 
several items of pay, clothing, bounty, &c., with such stoppages as may be 
chargeable deducted, the final amount stated and the signature of each officer 
and man to be appended in duplicate to the receipt rolls, a just appreciation may 
be formed of the stupendous labor involved. No similar work of like magnitude, 
regarding its immensity both as to men and money, and the small limit of time 
in which it has been performed, has, it is believed, any parallel in the history of 
armies. 

The troops for discharge were, under the orders from the Adjutant General's 
office, transported to their respective State rendezvous as rapidly as the proper 
officers of the various organizations could despatch the duty of mustering out 

This department engaged to prepare with funds officers at all the sixty 
different places of designated rendezvous throughout the States, and to make 
prompt payment in the shortest practicable time, on the arrival of each organi- 
zation, so as substantially to avert delays, wiih all their evil consequences at the 
places of rendezvous. How far this pledge on our part has been redeemed the 
country can answer. The facts of record in the War Department show no de- 
lays of moment occurring in any quarter; none, at least, chargeable to this depart- 
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t. The work is mainly accomplislied, satisfactorily accoroplished, beyond 
most sanguine anticipations of those who could understand and properly 
sure the vastness of the undertaking. 

'or this result the country is indebted largely to the zeal, intelligence, and 
pless industry of a corps of experienced paymasters who signalized themselves 
fis the closing act of their military staff service by a faithfulness and devotion 
cb reflects the highest honor upon them as a body, and as individual offi- 
s. To them, under the skilful management of their supervising district 
efs, thi;^ department owes its success ; and I take occasion, as the head of 

department, in this public official communication, to render to them the hom- 
I of my grateful acknowledgments. The credit is theirs, for without their ex- 
ience and cordial co-operative efforts, not all the powers of the government 
ibined could have wrought so favorable a solution of a difficult problem. 
t becomes my duty also to notice here, in most favorable terms, the val- 

services of the officers and clerks connected immediately with this office. 
T appreciated the emergency, and bent themselves to the difficult work, 
ch, for a time, pressed upon the office with almost overwhelming weight. 
Ji payments simultaneously progressing at sixty different points, widely 
trated, with the necessity of keeping each one supplied with funds from day to 
, and a necessity also that each should have no more than required for immediate 
>iir8ement — drawing from the treasury at the rate of $20,000,000 per week, 

compelled to make close estimate and careful watch of its daily distribution, 
hat the demand at each given point should be surely supplied, and yet no 
•e than supplied ; telegrams and letters continually pouring in, noting the 
rement and destinatiun of troops, and repeating these notices to the proper 
Its of rendezvous ; applications and appeals constantly arriving, requiring 
lediate answers ; new questions arising and referred to this office for instruc- 
iSy &c. — kept our thoughts, our pens, our press, and the telegraph in con- 
it requisition by day and by night. Mid all this I am happy to bear testimony 
I; every one labored with cheerful alacrity — in some instances, indeed, during 
heated season, even beyond their strength. It may be said of these, as I have 
I of the paymasters in the field, but for their willing efforts, rendered with self- 
ying devotion, the work could not have been a success. 
The unstinted facilities extended, sir, by your authority and orders, in the 
} use of the military telegraph, the printing press, and all other agencies that 
Id be profitably applied to the end, together with the liberal confidence 
ich you were pleased to repose in this office, leaving to it an almost unre- 
cted discretion to manage, without hindrance, its own details ; your concurrence 
and support of, its acts and orders — these reveal the vital secret of a result 
&vorable. 

[ cannot close this branch of my subject without a grateful expression of in- 
dtedness to the officers of the Treasury Department for the courteous and zeal- 
s attention with which, during the trying exigency, they always entertained 
^ importunate demands of this office. What often seemed as hopeless impos- 
ilities obstructing the financial path, were, by their fervent efforts, readily 
pelled, and thus all our requisitions were met with most satisfactory 
)iiiptnes3. 

At the date of my last annual report, besides the small number of officers 
tttituting the pay department of the regular army, (and which is without 
soalty or change since,) there were in the service 409 additional paymas- 
3, contingent appointments under the law of July, 1838. Afterwards, up 

March 3, thirty-eight others were appointed and confirmed, making a 

«1 of 447 

Accounted as follows : 

signed 89 

mmission declined 1 
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Dismissed 4 

Appointments cancelled 21 

Dropped 2 

Died of disease . 5 

Lost at sea 1 

Killed by guerillas 2 

Died while prisoner of war 1 

Mastered out Ill 

Total casualties • 237 

Remaining in service 210 



This reduction may still continue, following with even pace, as their services 
can be spared and their accounts be rendered, the progress of the reduction of 
the army. 

The sudden disbandment of our volunteer hosts, besides their final payment 
on the ordinary formsof muster-out rolls and other discharge papers, has devolved 
upon this department an inordinate accumulation of " referred claims " transmitted 
for adjustment and payment. These have arisen from various causes, but chiefly 
from the inability of the officers charged with the execution of the muster-oat pa- 
pers to reach a complete history as to pay, clothing, bounty, &c., of large nom- 
bers of enlisted men, so as to enable a final settlement at the time of discharge. 
To all such certificates of discharge are furnished, upon which are indorsed the 
fact of non-payment, and the holders are directed to forward the same, as the 
basis of their claim, to the Paymaster General for adjustment. 

Such magnitude has this demand attained, that it has been found necessary 
to organize a special division of paymasters as an attachment of this bureau, to 
take exclusive cognizance of this class of claims. 

This "division of referred claims" is now composed of a chief supervising 
paymaster of much intelligence, judgment, and experience, with twelve other 
paymasters, also competent officers of experience, and a corps of sixty -foar active 
clerks. The peculiar labors of this division could not be near so well performed 
under any other organization, having, as this does, enlightened paymasters to 
supervise every branch of the work, each being responsible for his own. 

Every claim sent to this division requires for its elucidation a careful and 
laborious search through all the previous rolls on file in this and the Second 
Auditor's office, besides constant reference to the Adjutant GeneraPs office, to 
trace out through the past records all the facts touching the case, the charges, 
stoppages, forfeitures, &c., that it may bo stated with accuracy the balance due 
the claimant. This done, vouchers in form covering that balance are filled out 
and transmitted to the claimant for his signature, which returned to the pay- 
master, the latter remits a check for the amount. From this it will be seen 
how tedious is the work of this division, what careful industry it demaflds, and 
how inevitable are the delays complained of by impatient claimants. 

The clerical force of this bureau is without material change since the date of 
my last annual report. 

For months past, in anticipation of an early permanent reduction of that force, 
I have refrained from recommending new appointments to fill such vacancies as 
have occurred by resignations and other casualties. 

This course, I apprehend, may continue without injury or material incon- 
venience to the public service. Such, however, is the sudden accumulation of 
the business of the bureau, by reason of the present influx, for examination, of 
rolls and other classes of vouchers, resulting from the recent and continued large 
payments to disbanded troops already adverted to, that but a very slight reduction 
in the number of clerks employed will be practicable for some months to come. 
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I need hardly urge the anqualified conviction, that the compensation al- 
)wed by the government to this indispensable class of public agents is quite 
ladeqnate in view of the present exorbitant cost of the necessaries of life. 
!*he clerks of this bureau, as a body, are highly meritorious and deserving 
nblic servants. None, I am sure, better than they, have by faithful industry 
arned just title to favorable consideration. It becomes my duty, therefore, 
espectfally, but urgently, to recommend a reasonable increase of the rates of 
ompensation now by law fixed for the clerks employed in this bureau. £s- 
>ettally is this demanded by every consideration of the public interest, of en- 
ightened public economy, for the clerks of the higher grades, and for the chief 
rlerk. I feel sure I have only to present this subject to your attention to in- 
sure your influence in the furtherance of a consummation so proper. 

In another paper communicated to you, dated the 11th instant, I have had 
he honor to submit, for your consideration, a plan for the better organization 
md a permanent increase of the Pay department of the army, to which I re- 
pectfully invite your attention in connexion with this report. 

The entire of the regular army and the volunteer forces of every description 
etaiaed in service, and not embraced in orders for muster out, have been paid, 
T are provided for and in process of payment to the end of the last fiscal year, 
to Ist July last.) 

Many oi^anizations have been paid to the later date of September 1. 

All discharged troops have been paid in full, and all being discharged or nn- 
ler orders for discharge are provided for, and will be paid as fast as they arrive 
X their respective places of rendezvous. 

Paynasters are held in readiness to make another payment to the troops who 
hail be continued in the service, whenever the needful funds for that purpose 
nay be available. 

In conclusion, I beg to present to your attention the following remark- 
ible summary statement of the results in this department during the past four 
jrears of war. 

The total of money disbursed by the department from July 1, 1861, to the 
present date, is one thousand and twenty-nine million two hundred and thirty-nine 
iiousand (1,029,239,000) dollars. 

Total defalcations in the department for same period, supposing that 
nothing is made from sureties, (it is believed that more than 
one-half will be collected from these sources) $541,000 

Total expenses for disbursement, including pay and allowances to 
paymasters and their clerks, mileage and travelling expenses, &c., 
an average of 360 paymasters and 400 clerks for the term of four 
years and four months (a large average) 6,429,600 

Total defalcations and expenses 6,970,600 



Thus it is seen that the total of every character of expense to the government 
vising from the disbursement of the pay to the armies during the period stated 
^ less than seven-tenths of one per cent, of the sum disbursed. 

Sorely this ia a cost most wonderfully cheap for the execution of duties so 
important and responsible. It is much questioned if there is another instance 
on record of public disbursement so cheaply performed. 
Respectfully submitted: 

B. W. BRICE, 
Paymaster Getieral U, S. A. 
Hon. Edwin M. Stanton, 

Secretary of War. 



902 

In 



I III 
5 Si ~ 

111^ 



lis! 
1 1 M 



BEPOBT OP THE 6ECBETABT OF WAS. 





mnmu m 
ni'im m 


5S ;2SSaS2 :3 

IS iS§gS58 := 


i { 

*- 


^i»;tks 


iSfSiSii" ill 

-■•'St - 3-< : 


3S :2iSEJ.^a :d 

IS ;8iS=S6 is 


: i 
II 


■jKijCpiugiiMiaiitiir 

■DDJiqaimiuiiUHntiia 


■■t 
' i 


■4o; 


!JSS5i8SSal;Ei|gBSS!ISBI8 5 

mmammmrmttm t 


i,ij"op..iuimiuou<i.v 


S-Ss * S" -a-'-- -■ i 


-X.d HI iM{iiudu .(.uiy 




nil il Ml 
nil i! ;N 


i 






iSS!8S5S!sB 


6 


a| pjpojdu ituuuuiv 






-imutmmmimmi 


5 S 


;j.;;y-..|S 


mmimmmmmi 

S"-S-i! - S'< -■«-■«-■--' - 


•i 
■ s 


1" 'P"! "T "^IW 






1 
1 


iiili 

iillldl 


iiliiil 


j 



EEPOKT OP THE 8ECRETAEY OF WAR. 



S" i^'^SS 



TTTT 



gSSSSSSSSS 
























?=5 = 5S3iSS5SS$gg35ESSaSSS5S£«i*S**S*SSSSS2f:*KSSfiSg25 
■fK-^---g^gjgtf-.-.J-ef-- 3----.--- -- ----Vri_-J_- «--■ rf rf r,- rief -■-•-- 






5 :2s2s iss 
; is^l&e lis 
3 is's'-^s ;SS 



" i! 



■2§ ■ '53 



-M 



"~;=Sl*43i3SSlSSSSSES5SSSs«sSSS4s»S3S;«assSBS3a=cas«a 

SIEt3iaSSIsa5Silli58Sa5»sii338SS§iaiSiBli58llsSS!a 



"THiawraRsoirassssiiSSsessiHBBssssssir 
!l!IEtEilSIIS;lleSIIPIilSil!Sg:iSili!i 

muimmmummimimimimu 

•■'-■'S''Sj:' 



lassisaisss 









Us 



31:1 

jEf ;s" 



ass^sssssis 







|IIJK|Ji 






EEPOET OF THE SECBETABY OF WAB. 



IDtt iiljD«(lll) U| I>0rD[9 
■HI VOt^^IDbaj JO t,Qt\ 



I 



q in [PVV p^imadxa 



taiDW'™ >ti°i* l*>°iL 



I 



-3 



ldlKUm[BjufM*d 









|§8I=S 



gisiisisisiiiiiti 



sii'Sic'Ss'is'ssBSgSiisiiiEissis tiiiiiii 






mmmammuuiim 


















mi 
Hi 







• OF THE SECEETABY OP WAE. 



905 



31 :sis5 inuns ■Hi i 'an 







r 






ISiSHI ijggiiS ;5S§ a isas iiallliSSSS isiicssgiis JG is E 



i:i,=.i ; 1 ;. .6 'Mii mimimimmiiiummim mm 

-■-■ a-^tia^ us :_-,-:-- --e( - -=(----.JJcf---.- - af -- 

iiasiaisstgs iiEse isSisEgsEsisiEsessiisiisigssii-iisis 




-------- rf ;-J fJ "" ""■ - -"-" -" F-" - 

rfs 3^1 = = sis :«s 5 
iiSsiSlSSHiiii !S g 
sis'iss-s i-'i' ■>« s 

iil5!"S5jSirsS8 = B«SS!iKS2Ssa«Sff 




fKS3|IS|58S«j3|S2flliSig^lisg|SSsi^80isap i=0S 
Sls!!IISeieei:Sii!lgSIEIS9gliS8SSI8aSi:ilig8Sg§gil!l3 



^ 



i an iss iiSi iisi m i: ■um isis isi 



iii5iSSi!i8i3Si 




906 



BEPOBT OF THE 8ECRETAEY OP WiE. 



s 

■s 
s 

I 



nfSs 7"'' r "** 



lAnMnni 






"6. 






"rasi 



S55S5 

Sir-' 






issas 


















"¥B»1551sSil¥S?556551R(lsE35155SSMS 









ta 


B 


fe .S« : 


:»« 


S 


«;<il 


«)!« 




:se :3 


K 


sa 


» 


3 


ss; 


m 


S 


lii 


Ba» 


a: 


;j?iB 




s" 


B 


rt 


5S 1 


':"■* 


a{ 


5- 


ae= 




Irtr-- ; 


t; 






uiiuiiiiuutiuittmuitittmi 



lis; 

in 



«i;l: 






iSSl is iBIBgSS : :S ;55l ii! it 



:^J 




C!SS;d3=«SJ5 



REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OP WAR. 



907 



« — c* » y. c5 



•ft — i'- a 5: o 
— - car* 



(O 






8 



act«(&p:M9t«mont*(cio 






"J* 00 t^ 
CSOUOI 



rsQO 






S 



St 



s 



^" 



R — C 'Z 7* OD 



S^5:S83S 

w "-^ i '5 J* ij 



s 
s 



JS 

s 









o. rs ^ t o r- 






^ss^ 



00 C* O) 

t* 



» 



82 



^ 



^♦g^ 



Sg?Ji5gffl$«8RGSS:i2S6gSS?§28^*cS?2lD2og::?:S:aSglfi¥S 







-< ^- e* 



to «s 



5 



iisiSsS^i^B^^885;g£?|J£8SSgiu'!55:::s§|K2csogsg 

g g 8 n 8 5 S 8 S S Sfi § S 5 ?f S'^"3 5f Sf S 3 S ?f S 5 io'g 2 5$ g S S B i; 2 



S?« 



8§S 









£s5 



^?2 






oC ^ =v 
C o ti 

I'- o T 
'T il 



8S2^S'fi?i 



S — rjc. ptj^roO'TP; 
«r»v — cot«o-r — 

- 3*S"? '5 5 ~* 52' S' '£ 

of i-Ti-Tof CI r-T 




s 



?l 



•^8S 
^3S 










S8 : 


1:8 : 




?jc5S • 




22S 


•r *5 • 


-HO . 


e* 


^S?? : 




• i-< -^ 


o ^ • 


OJO . 


r^ 


CICO . 




— » 


• » ■ 


^ 1 


^ 


• n 1 




o»«* 


•w rs . 


r* • 


>H 


^M ^ 




l-t 


•-^ 






• 



CDfO 

Sod 
©f 



•^S8 



XI 



mo 
it* t- 



o -^ o 



S2St;§S82?i 



1^ ^^ ^t 



gg 






"cf'^Mfa; 

'ciSSc 



' t" » X ''■ 
cjo « X 



-NO 

l* X 

X M 
r*' "♦ 



o o -H -r 
— c5 O'^' 



X x; 



t-— iC^xSp^Si-Ti- 



•5 r-. '^ "^ 



' W tH i-^ ,-. ^ ,-1 



r^ pW I.H 1-4 C* 







• i* .CI • — 3; 5 6 X 



• V • Fs • 3 c S S '3 

:3 i®*" ■ 



c* 



•-1 c- 



:j<». 



s* 



: H 



2 ]■ s ti 






>2 









9) 



^ 



•» ■ • ^ ^ 3 •-• o 



xol* 



1^ t* •^ 






«i4 



* h X * S -r 



: c; s 



as 



33 









X a 



ci •— o 



8 

rM 

s 



u 
n 

3 



GO i 



; : o 

« a 



g 
£ 



n 



O O) 

c»x 

3J -!• 



r3 



B 



t 



be 









< 
V 






N a 

a? 
22 



1^ 



~ ».« r«» ■ !C »V* -*• '.1 t^ "^ 



06 ** 5 

C a, g 

J t 5 



C 3 



8 



.2 



n 



'^-•C C 






^^ « 

T — — 

■f X a 

S; C < 



^"^ 5 *- 2 5 

^ ►*< ^. « J. ^, 5C ►« . 

»oaupi;»^fiB*^>^ 



KEPOBT OF THE SECBETABT OF WAB. 



iu(«n«[wiiiiif 



IB >D|BtVBW IHOaild 



i>s|>iQY£ni|nn»ii 



p^u«]» •laBixnv 



OE "nf Juipoa j«i 






-rssiis 

-■ gssss 















in 



1858186 









8 s i IE3t58SHSRseas8=?a5 

iMummimimmimi 



SSIS 






gmm 



CSS?SgSSS8858ls8S8Sa*?P5aIS 







HEPOET OP THE SECKETART OF WAR. 



5 : : :f! : : :S6 


% ■■ 

3: 
B : 




■■%'S. 

■i' 


i 


ese 


S : 

s; 


:S2 ; 
is ; 




;gass538 ^1 ; 


is 
































i 
J- 






isii 


:8i 


iesgiiag ii i 


il 



t?8slSSSSisiSgllS§?S8855§l§aSil55S§S8Mi!ISS!5l5s8iI 



miiMtiiunitiUUiUiiitiiiiUtiitmittttmiti 



3=S :33;* : :p^i2:;"SSa 



!555fiSlSel'gESaiSSSSSS2gS3SSSSSSi38?;8S3^s51=;5??Sl!?iSfeS 

aj5!IISiSSSSgJS55SS5illSIISSI8sSS!S5EilS85rif.isS|g81 



miSIISg;gISel8slSSI<§il!§S£§!§IS§Si9S99IE3SS3iillll 
IfillSSsSSgWlSiiSailSlliSSlSSISSSSJMsJSSWSlSSSsBl 



iSiHS; 


i; 


:SSS 

iiSI 


us: 
B§i 
S": 


:8 ; ; : 




BE! 




IK3 


i 


Hi 
■ \» 


r 


iiiii^ 


5 = 


m 


Hi 


iiiH 


ill- 


M 


fi*l 


% 


: ; 

3. 


m 


I 



EEPORT OF THE SECBETAET OF WAH. 









mm 









Tsar 
-- iS' 



mis 

-" =38 



ems; 












|ISMS^SSp;5iiEt8"BiyBsJSSiKS0lSJ 



SiiESSS5SS5|gSaS5SBH»l!sESs!!clgSI 



isiiumiummimmmmimi 

S¥S SS SS SS aaWMR S SS S S¥5 S5 ii i B 2 5 5 SlilSS 

5ls=!S5B5iSSai5SSi!SS§*36SI!SlsBS!Si 

|asiiMKSissBiS5riissssgsss?55WSa 



rS85il»l§58l!5lfSI5l|g 

ttimuiii&iUimit^ 




REPORT OP TEE SECRETARY OP WAR. 



911 



5 :S?2S23SgS22S 



3 ^:z22?.«gt2@p 

rt s< ?s CO ao 



CI " 



sss 



CI 



= ir.»*2x-2-^«'.j. ^rrabfcxZ 






• • « a ■ • 

• •■••• 

• • • • • • 

• ■ • • • ■ 

• • • • • • 

• • • t • • 

• •fit • I 
■ t • • ■ • 

• • • I • < 
t • ■ • « • 
« • • • • • 



^zW^iWl^^WWWWWW^^ 



i; X r SSt S i* 

S ? ? t* — iV' 






— X • . 



7. 3i ' 






r; K = '^ o ^ « « o ^ 









H: .SSS 



3 



(C ad* 



a S §• Zi ? fc - 5? 2 £ 






- o — X »n o ^ 



^'*J«?t5f 



. .- - 5 i r. 5 -r o 2 « »« o X o 
C Z S - S* -*""* r^" V X 7* i* S' IJ tr 7* 



82 



8- 






ss 



cfa" 









88 



S8 



2'S' 



sss 






oSoo 

s'-sf 



88^ 

c*r» 



X w 
X ^ 





3 


:??SS 




^s 


5?t 

X 5 




Ml 


S 


X 


:& 




• a 


> 


;— ; 


5"^ 


t • 1 
t • • 

• • • 

• • • 




PS 


2C: 

x^ 


:ilS 


:£ii 


S°° 


■ ig^S 


.00 



§SSI^2g5||;?2f|Sr32S2$22gs?5f.l'c='fir,S:iS25?8 
§ 8 S II S i i S S S I '^^'^f i S S 3f a'ag it 3 g .^'* £! 5^2 13'pf S ^ 

- ► - . **"'5rt«exr^i-ia«0©i?55c»irtcJ««»'"<rfcci^«'<rR'5^^MS 



J8SS!SS«2S5;gi5EiSS$S?5;8SSS28?KS2SgS'5'$iS2«a 

^ a *^ ^ ^ c« -i — ti ir* C4 -^ S K o »rt rt ?. i S « 3D a: « i* 3 ci b 5 S^ i S K 5 3 









f2( 



S ? ® iRnr 



Cfff 






X rN 



• •••III* 

• • • I • • I • 
■ I 

• I • • • I 1 • 

• 

• • • • • I • I 

• • • • f I I • 




TiTI S -2 ^ fi ^ '^ S t" ^ '^ 9P ^- ^ t^ 
x't rf 3"*o*«f o i>."c3'gd's:*rf2j' T t' at 



•."t — ?i 



fid 



?i »" 'i 

i L-^. S 



r. c s "f — 
^ <*« ^ ^- .^ 

J if "»• 3^ ■• 



im TU X", 



5- « ?5 

Jhi c^k «<C 
W« ^te- <«»' 



— ej f* 



t^C4» 

T> i-t ^ 






«0' 



CI 






-^'s 









3 









5 






i^f-a^rt' — 3i'^c*CiSx3i2'«'5ix5iS"«rio55jaF. £L-:Sxir5 

i«^sriii«Ss5S^ij???i^-g:l£5ig-5 

T" 2* ?■* ~* 2'' ''C* 'j' y' S *■«' ^* 5' '"* — "" •5" ;f pf S? X* -r — C* cT c sT 



r^f-*-* cf f-Tn 



T" ae ~ ^ at 
— »^ 1^ — . 2 
^» • • • • 
C X X T' t" 
»^ t^ S — 1^ 
'^ •< V ^ ■V 



•vx = »fl 00 





912 



BEPOBT OF THE SBCRETABT OF WAB. 



I I 



i^l 





:3 


s 


s 
s 

a. 


-B[.doiiniiiiiwjjom,BiT j . 


: i 
: a 


i 

i 

B 
» 

1 

1 
S" 


^"ss^ir^^s 




S 2 


p)liinm« d.nn [TOij, 




i « 
S 5 


Bi 11. ins;>Rii limo 
oi joio 11 >iuiu iiiiDaaiv 


8iB 


iS 8 

3 5 

5 


i 


-^uduipjpujilMti.linf 






i 


D] p.ipiwdM (iimoaiv 


SS8 


i s 


I 

i 
i 






=" 1 


i 

5 


■JOJ 


»g6 




3 

1 

1 

3 
t 

i 


-qi 111 .inH»i j^niD 


III 


^ 3 

S i 




3 :a 
si 


i g 

; 1 




1 


ill 




1 
1 



it i t ■ 






I :-;-5ti;:-|i:-lp lis 






BEPORT OF THE SECRETAKT OF WAR. 913 



REPORT OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER. 

ExGiNRER Department, 

WasJiington, October 30, 1865. 

Sir : I hare the honor to present the following report upon the several 
branches of the public service committed to the care of this department, for the 
year ending on tht 30th of June, 1865 : 

CORPS OF engineers! 

Duties of the officers during the year. — The corps of engineers consisted of 
eightv-five officers, the Military Academy, its officers and professors, and the 
battalion of engineer soldiers, of five companies. 

Of the eighty-five (85) officers of engineers embraced in the corps, fifty- four 
(54) were on detachecrduty commanding army corps, divisions, and other mili- 
tary organizations, on staff duty, and as engineers and assistant engineers with 
armieri operating against the rebels, in command of the pontoon bridge service, 
and in command of the troops of the engineer battalion; and thirty-one (31) on 
duty superintending sea-coast defences, lake surveys, lak« and sea-coast harbor 
improvements. Military Academy, and assisting the Chief Engineer in connexion 
with all these duties. 

Every officer of the corps has been on continued and uninterrupted duty du- 
riii* the entire year, and fcmr (4) of its members have died in service. 

Tlic lotfs in officers killed, ajid who have died in service from wounds and 
otlier causes during the rebellion, is fourteen (14.) 

Tweuty-one (:?!) of the members of the corps still remain on detached ser- 
vice, performing important duties growing out of the rebellion, which prevent 
their returning to engineer duty. 

The value and estimation in which the military talents and practical knowl- 
edge of the officers of the corps are heldy have, by contributing ti) the command 
of the armies, and for staff service, together with the loss of those who have 
given their lives jto the defence of their country, greatly reduced its numbers and 
efficiency for the many duties devolving upon it. Many of those of highest 
faok and experience are still on detached service, and the vacancies from casual- 
tie? have necessarily been filled by junior members, recent distinguished gradu- 
ates of the J^Iilitary Academy. 

Ahhough the legal strength of the corps is sufficient to perform the proper 
'"wictions of its members, the present assignment of its officers renders it im- 
practicable to meet the numerous demands upon the department. 

I'or a comprehensive knowledge of the duties of the engineers, a recurrence 
to the general objects of the campaign is necessary. (See plans Nos. 1 and 11.) 
It will be i-ecf)llected that, by descending the Shenandoah and crossing the 
^*^»t'.inac above Harper's Ferry, the rebel army, in 1864, threatened Washing- 
!""• IWtimore, Pittsburg, and even Philadelphia, as also intermediate cities, 
" ashington city had become the great depot for immense supplies for all arms 
Oi Venice for months in advance. An extensive ordnance depot, a navy yard, 
^^c general hospitals, the archives of the nation, its executive and judiciary, 
*Jth the public edifices for all national purposes, was the rich prize, to gain 
poj'weaion of which the rebel authorities directed their efforts, as well as to di- 
W oar armies from the attack on Eichmond. At Antietam and South moun- 
tain they had been defeated and driven bkck into the valley of the Shenandoah. 
Again they made a powerful effort, and were defeated at Gettysburg, and driven 
acroM the Potomac and up the valley. In July, 1864, after the Lieutenant 

58 W 
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General had forced the rebel annics, concentrated under Lee, from Todd's tavern, 
through Spottsjlvania and Cool Arbor, into Richmond and Petersburg, they 
made another effort to divert the Lieutenant General by detaching Early on an- 
other expedition down the valley of the Shenandoah and across the Potomac, 
threatening Baltimore by moving on the Monocacy, where a small body of our 
troops were repulsed, thus jeoparding both Baltimore and Washington. -The 
attention of the Lieutenant General was given to these efforts of his adversary to 
divert him from his main object, the defeat and capture of Lee's army; and, 
while withdrawing part of the garrison to re-enforce the armies operating against 
Richmond, he held the command of his rear and Washington by being enabled 
to transport from before Petersburg as large a force as Lee could detach to ope- 
rate in the valley and on Washington. Many thousands of wounded and sick 
occupied the hospitals in Washington, and the troops fit for duty did not suffice 
to man the armaments of the forts around the city. Thu engineers had pre- 
viously constructed a system of detached redoubts and forts around the city, on 
a circuit of upwards of thirty-five (35) miles. Early, aft|| his success at Monoc- 
acy, moved directly upon the defences of Washington, between the Potomac 
and the Eastern Branch. (See plan No. 1.) Colonel Alexander, of the corps of 
engineers, was the only officer of the corps whose personal attention could be 
given to these defences. Colonel Woodruiff and Major Kurtz, of the corps of en- 
gineers, and assistants of the Chief Engineer, were first ordered to these defences. 
Subsequently all the officers on the sea-coast, north and east of this city, were 
detached from their labors of constructing sea-coast batteries, (then threatened 
by rebel iron-clads building in Europe, as another effort to divert our armies in 
the field,) and were ordered to the defences of Baltimore and Washington — Major 
Prime, Captain Robert, «.nd Lieutenant J. A. Smith to the aid of Colonel Brew- 
erton at Baltimore, and Colonel l^Iacomb, Major Blunt, Major Casey, and Cap- 
tain Tardy to the aid of Colonel Alexander at Washington. The rebel blow 
was aimed at Washington. The wise foresight of the Secretary of War had 
caused all the employes of the several bureaus of his department to be organized 
and drilled as infantry troops. The ^cessity for the withdrawal of the 6th * 
army corps from Petersburg, and of the 19th from New Orleans, had also been 
foreseen, and orders sent to them to proceed to this city to meet the blow that 
was threatened. The Veteran Reserves and convalescents ffom the hospitals 
were also ordered to garrison the defences. Requisitions were made upon the 
governors of States to furnish troops, but with little success. The 6th and 19th 
•orps arrived at the most opportune moment. Early directed his efforts upon 
Fort Stevens, but finding the garrison re-enforced, and even moving out of tbe 
defences to meet him, he suddenly retreated across the Potomac and up the val- 
ley of the Shenandoah. The engineers were then ordered to their fona^ 
stations on the seaboard. 

Early was pursued by Sheridan with his cavalry, and the troops that droV« 
him from Washington up the Shenandoah, defeating him and his re-enforcemeat0r 
and eventually annihilating his army. For this expedition ]\Iajor Stewart, CO'P' 
tain Gillespie, and Lieutenant Meigs, of the corps of engineers, were assigned- 
In .the death of Lieutenant Meigs, while reconnoitring in the neighborhood of 
Winchester, the corps lost one of its most meritorious and valued TaamherB- 
Captain Gillespie accompanied Sheridan's expedition to the James river, destroy" 
ing the rebel communications on that river and all others west and north of 
Richmond, and finally joined the Lieutenant General before Petersburg. 

With the investment of Petersburg commenced a series of laborious and diffi- 
cult engineering operations by the amy of the James and the army of the Po- 
tomac. The narratives collated from the reports of Colonel Michler and Gren- 
eral Michie give the details of these operations. A reference to plan No. 12 will 
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ixplain the extent of the defences about Petersburg and Richmond, and the 
abon of oar engineers about Petersburg and the rebel defences on the north 
tide of the James river. 

The rebels after being defeated by the armj under Lieutenant General Grant 
ind driven from their intrencbments around Petersburg, extending to the Hatchie, 
nrtcoated that city on the 2d April, 1865. The evacuation of Richmond fol- 
lowed on the 3d April, when the rebel army under Lee retreated, and was closely 
ponaed and pressed to Appomattox Court House, where it yielded to the supe- 
rior prowess and skill of the armies of the United States, on the 9th April, 1865, 
thu breaking up all semblance of rebel authority, leaving Sherman to end it 
hj the capture of Johnston on the 23d April. A map of this campaign is in 
progresst awaiting mformation yet to be collected to perfect it as an historical 
iceord of these ever-memorable military operations which resulted in restoring 
the power and union of a nation. 

Aiter the evacuation of Richmond the rebel chief and his advisers, who de- 
nsed this most unju^ and unwarrantable scheme to destroy a nation, sought 
safety in flight towaroi Georgia. Their movements had been foreseen, and were 
provided for hy a brilliant campaign of a cavalry force under General James H. 
Wilson, (captain of the corps of engineers,) who posted his troops with great 
iucrimination and judgment, and succeeded in capturing the leader at Irwin ton 
on the 10th May, 1865. 

From«Atlanta the grand army of the West, commanded by Sherman, com- 
menced moving for the sea-coast, while Thomas occupied Tennessee and Ken- 
tacky. The rebels under Hood on evacuating Atlanta operated on Sherman's 
previous line of march. 

The labors of the engineers at Chattanooga under Colonel Merrill, and the 
volunteer engineers, had rendered this important position as well as Knoxville 
impregnable ; and Hood retrograded towards the Tennessee river with a force so 
£ur superior to Thomas's as to cause the latter to fall back gradually upon Nash- 
ville. The labors of the engineers in fortifying Franklin, on the Harpeth river, 
did not suffice, with a single army corps under Schofield, to hold those intrencb- 
ments. 

Our army fell back to Nashville, where much labor and the skill of the engineers 
had previously been bestowed in fortifying it by General Morton, Colonel Mer- 
lill, Captains Barlow and Burroughs, and other junior officers of the corps of 
CDgiQeers, together with volunteer engineers. ' In September, 1864, Major Tower, 
corps of engineers, (brevet major general of volunteers,) took charge of these 
ie^ces, and perceiving the great importance <^ Nashville as a depot of sup- 
plies as well as other important strategic advantages, commenced to add to and 
perfect the fortifications, (see plan Nq. 4,) on which he continued unremittingly 
ontil Hood's advance and investment of the place on the 15th and 16th Decem- 
ber, 1864. 

Daring the few days preceding Hood's arrival before Nashville, Thomas had 
concentrated his several available army corps within the fortifications of Nash- 
^^ the plan of which is given on plate No. 4. 

The importance of these defences was mainly in enabling Thomas to concen- 
trate his army at a depot well stored with munitions of war, and to hold his 
^^7, flushed with his successful march from Atlanta, in check until he was 
^y to take the field. 

The accompanying plan of the fortifications (No. 4) by General Tower and 

fBoexed extracts from his report explain Inore fully the successes of this most 

important advance of Thomas, resulting in the demolition and annihilation of the 

^m power in Tennessee. 

Bariog the same eventful period the fortifications thaf had been constructed 
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by the engineers at Morfreesboro' were Bucccssfully held and defended by a part 
of Thomas's army. 

Colonel Merrill, captain engineers, with the volunteer engineers, had during 
the year given special attention to fortifying all the important points on the rail- 
roads in Tennessee and part of Kentucky, while Lieutenant Colonel Simpson, 
corps of engineers, had fortified Cincinnati, Ohio, Covington and Newport, 
Frankfort and Louisville, Kentucky, and the lines of the Louisville, Nashville, 
and Kentucky Central railroads, thus covering Thomas's rear and defending hiB 
lines of communication. 

Such is a general outline of the labors of the engineers in Tennessee. 

The march of the grand army of the West under Sherman (see^lan No. 3) 
did not call for offensive or defensive fortifications. 

The labors of the engineers, Captain l^oe, (brevet brigadier general U. S. A.,) 
Captain Reese, (brevet brigadier general U.S. A.,) Lieutenant Stickney, (brevet 
majj)r U. S. A.,) Lieutenant Ludlow, (brevet major U. S. A.,) and Lieutenant 
Damrcll, were most advantageously bestowed upon the roads and bridges, and 
reconnoitring the enemy's movements and positions. (See annexed narratives.) 

The pontoon trains under charge of these officers were indispensable to the 
Buceess of the army. They consisted of canvas boats, which proved senicea- 
ble for the march of this army from the Tennessee to its final disbandment in 
Washington city in 1865. The advantages of these light trains, their frequcDt 
' use during the campaign proving their adaptation to our country, are* fully de- 
veloped in the narrative collated from Toe's and Reese's reports. 

In September, 1863, Knoxville was captured by our force, and in November 
of the same year Chattanooga was occupied by our army. At the latter point 
Bherman concentrated his supplies, and moved in force against the rebels, dri7- 
ing them through Ringgold, Tunnel Uill, Dalton, Resaca, Allatoona, and Kene- 
saw, to Atlanta. 

At this latter place the rebel army was strongly intrenched. The place waa 
first invested by our army on the north and east, when its strength being fully 
ascertained, Sherman marched his army to the south, defeating the rebels aft 
Jonesboro' and Lovejoy's, thus investing it on the south and compelling Hood tx> 
evacuate this stronghold. 

The annexed narrative, collated from the report of Brevet Brigadier General 
O. M. Poe, U. S. A., captain of engineers, gives the important incidents 
nected with its capture, and furnishes plans of the rebel defences. (See pi 
No. 2; see narrative annexed.) 

While these movements and successes of the armies under Thomas and Sli 
man were in progress, General Grant ordered a division of his army under G*??'*' 
eral Teny to co-operate with the navy in the reduction of the defences of "t^* 
mouth of Cape Fear river in January, 1865. 

Captain Comstock, of the corps of engineers, (lieutenant colonel, A. D. 
brevet brigadier general volunteers,) had charge of the engineer operations 
this expedition. 

Fort Fisher, situated at and commanding the northern entrance of this rc^ 
was found to be the key of the position. Plans Nos. 5 and 6 give the det^j** 
of the defences constructed by our army to cover its landing and its rear wLi-**^ 
operating on Fort Fisher. 

A bombardment by the fleet, resulting in dismounting many of the guns ^^ 
the land front of the work, as well as cutting the electric wires for explodi*^^ 
a formidable system of mines on the same front, preceded a successful assail'^ 
by the troops under General Terry. 

The accompanying plans Nos. 5 and 6, with extracts from General Comstock'^ 
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report, give the details^ of the rebel fortificationB and those thrown up hy our 
troops. (See General Gomstock's repoi-t annexed,) 

Later in the season General Can by concentrated tbc troops under bis command 
and moved to the attack of tbe city of Mobile, having tlie co-operation of the 
navy. The labors of the engineers under Captain McAlester, (brevut major U. 
S. A.,) Captain Palfrey, (brevet lieutenant colonel U. S. A.,) Lieuteivint Bum- 
ham, (brevet major U. S. A.,) and others, were here called into requisition. 

Blakely (see plan No. 7) was invested, batteries constructed and opened upon 
the formidable rebel batteries covered by strong intrencliments, with abatis sur- 
rounding their entire position, with its flanks resting on the Blakely river. 

Plan Xo. 7, with extracts from the report of Major ^^IcAlester, gives the details 
of the operations, final assault and construction of the rebel defences on the 8th 
April, 1865. (See McAlester's report, annexed.) 

Spanish Fort was at the same time invested by our army, and the more for- 
midable sirge operations of a first and second parallel with approaches and en- 
filading batteries became necessary, and resulted finally in the capture of the 
rebel defences by assault, on the 8th and 9th of April, 1865. (See plan No. 8.) 
These defences and approaches are given in detail on plans Nos. 7 and 8, 
which, with extracts from Major McAlester's report, will explain and illustrate 
thiB well-designed and skilfully executed siege. 

The fall of Blakely and Spani:«h Fort caused the rebel army under Taylor, 
Gardner, and Maury, to evacuate Mobile, and retreat to the North. 

Plan No. 9 gives the formidable rebel defences of the city of Mobile, sur- 
• Touuding it with three lines of detached forts and connecting intrenchments, 
with tbe flanks resting on Mobile river. The skilful labors of the rebel engi 
netw about this city were very extensive and the system exceedingly strong. 

The determination of the commanding general to turn these works, by first 
reduciug Blakely and Spanish Fort proved successful, and the character of the 
^'orks as shown on the plan forcibly illustrates the saving of lives and treasure 
^ not first attempting to reduce these powerful defences. 

Plan No. 10 gives the position of the entire and connected system of rebel 
"c.»fpnces that succumbed to the skill and talent of Canby. 

While these important operations werftn progress in Tennessee and Alabama, 
Sherman, with the grand anny of the West, and Lieutenant General (rrant, with 
tne combined armies of the Potomac and the James, tojrether with the garrison 
^*' AVashington city, were Binuiltaueously leading the n.»tional forces to strike a 
"Ual blow to rebel powrr, and enforce the restoration of national authority from 
^^ Atlantic to the Pacific. 

(See plan No. 3.) Sherman's army reached the sea-coast, by first capturing 

^ort McAllister, on the 13th December, 1864, by Hazen. The strong rebel in- 

tronchments at Savannah were then invested, and the rebel General llnrdee driven 

'^'om them across the Savannah river. The department has as yet received no 

plaus of Fort McAllister or of the defences of Savannah. The labors of the 

^iJgineers of Sherman's army (see Poe's narrative) were again bcjstowed prinei 

P^^lly in reconnoitring the enemy's positions, and niandjuvring the canvas 

pontoon trains to cross the army over the 8ev(;ral rivers between Savannah and 

^hfr last water-course crossed in pursuit of rebels. The success of these bridge 

^^^i»s is given in the extracts from Generals Poe's and Reese's reports. Tlie 

^ity of Charleston fell intd oiu: power on the 18th February, lyGo, after its 

•^vacuaiion by the rebtrls in consequence of Shennan's movements in ils rear, 

*^itl » imhig off its supplies from the interior, while it was already blockaded by 

^ur fl,^.t, and invested by land by our army. 

Si'lioiield, after the rechictiin of the entire defences of Smirhville. moved upon 
fialeigb, and united liis torcei with those of Sherman. The engineer operations 
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on this line were in reconnoitring and manoenvring the pontoon bridp^e traini 
for the passage of the rivers, under Lieutenant Sticknej, (brevet major L . S. A.,) M 
of the corps of engineers. (See Stickney's narrative.) After obstinately con- ^ 
tested combats at Avery sborough and Benton ville, the rebel power under John- 
ston was finally ovcTComc and subdued by the capture of h>s entire command 
on the 23d April, 1865 ; after which, by easy marches, the grand army of the 
We»»t repairetl to Washington city. 

(See plans Nos. 1, 11, and 12.) The momentous campaign of the armies un- 
der the command of the Lieut<?nant General, witli the purpose of Capturing Rich- 
mond, and overthrowing the rebel autlu)rities holding the semblance of Confede- 
rate power in that city, was commenced on the Rapidan in May, 1864. The 
battles of Todd's Tavern, on the 7th May; of Spottsylvauia, on the 14th and 
19th, and passage of the North Atma, on the 24th; of Coal Arbor, on the 3l8t 
May and Ist June ; the marcli thence and pa8t«age of the James river on the 
16th, 17th, and 18th, with tlm investment of Petersburg on the 3d July, 1864, 
constitute a brilliant series of grand battles and manoeuvres that do not come 
within the scope of engineer reports. 

The annexed narrative and information from the report of Colonel Michler, 
dated October, 1865, give more specificiilly the labors of the officers of the en- 
gineer corps during the progress of this campaign. 

SEA-COAST AND LAKE DEFENCES. 

While most of the officers of the corps of engineei-s have been actively ea-» 
gaged in the field as heretofore stated, others have given their attention to tlie 
important labor of sea-coast defences. 

Against predatory expeditions of n?bel crui.^^ers and iron-armored vessel 3» 
built in foreign ports claiming to be neutral, it was necessary to construct hatte- 
ries to mount rifle artillery and smooth-bored ordnance of heavier calibi'es tha.n 
heretofore used. Colonel Macomb, Mnjnr Blunt, Mnjor Casey, of the corps of 
engineers, were employed in thus fortifying thirteen harbors on the eastcfi^^ 
coast. At the same time progrej»s on j^e permanent sea-coast defences was co^" 
tinned at all the harbors from Maine to Ham|)ton roads, inclusive, at Key 'VVo'&t 
and Tortugas, and at San Francisco ; and repairing the permanent works on "tli® 
Gulf of Mexico that were taken from the rebels, which had been more or lcf8» 
injured by them and by our attacks, to restore them to the Union. On t: h® 
northern and eastern works, as also on the California coast, the main object !»•* 
been so to direct the operations as soonest to mount the contemplated armamei"!. tfl* 
which, at this time, are required to be of such penetrating and crushing po^'*^' 
as will in all probability insure the destruction of any iron-armored vessels t^** 
can combat them. The introduction of these incn^ased calibres and this po^^'"^^ 
of artillery has made it necessary to renew most of the gun ])latforms heretof'V>r6 
constructed which were designed for no larger calibre than forty-two ponnd*^**' 
At the present time no smaller gun is prepared for the sea-coast batteries tt^*^ 
one-hundred-pounder rifle guns, and ten to fifteen inch rifled and emooth-bo^""^ 
guns. 

The further construction of the sea-coast batteries has been retarded by 't*** 
necessity which now exists of so covering part of our guns and gunners a^ *^ 
render them secure against any advantage that an attacking power in iJt'*^^ 
armored ships opposed to them shall possess. SofViras we have yet progress ^^ 
preparations for guns of largi? calibre have been perfected, and theguusmonn *^ 
to throw, collectively, one hundred and forty- seven thousand one hundred t»-^ 
fifty pounds of metal at a single discharge, which is an addition during the y^^ 
of forty thousand six hundred and iifty-one pounds of metal that can be ^ 
thrown against an enemy. 



REPOBT OP THE SECRETAKY OF WAE. 919 

Continuing to increase the armament on our sea-coast in the same ratio, for a 

. reasonable time, wili render the harbor defences exceedingly difficult for any 

W maritime power to overcome, and, in combination with other auxiliary means of 

defence, will carry the cost and time requisite to subdue them beyond the means 

of foreign powers, provided we hold our works in a perfect condition for both 

land and sea attacks. 

Boards of engineers have been detailed to consider what modifications are 

necessary at each and every work along our sea-coast to adapt them to resist 

the powerful armaments that European fleets, singly or combined, may be 

enabled to bring across the Atlantic, over the bars of our ports and harbors, to 

attack them. 

The details of the operations during the year at the several works on the 
Atlantic, Gulf of Mexico, Lake and Pacific coasts, derived mostly from the re- 
ports of the superintending engineers, are annexed. 

PRISON DEPOTS. 

The prison depots also called for the labors of engineer officers. Point 
Lookout, at the mouth of the Potomac, was subject to sudden attack from ma- 
rauding parties and detached cavalry from armies operating against Baltimore 
and Washington, which, with the immense body of prisoners, made it neces- 
sary to fortify the position against attempts to liberate them, by forts command- 
ing both the interior an^ exterior. Major Stewart, assisted by Lieutenant 
Cantwell, and afterwards Colonel Brewerton, constructed these defensive 
works. 

THE PRISON DEPOT AT JOHNSON'S ISLAND, 

Cleveland harbor. Lake Erie, had to be defended against attempts of the 
prisoners, and succor by water, from expeditions organized in the friendly and 
neutral territories of Great Britain in Canada. Major Casey and Captain 
Tardy were assigned to and performed this service, constructing a water 
lattery at the mouth of the harbor, against a force approaching by water, and 
temporary field forts on Johnson's island. . 

SURVEYS, MAPS, AND TOPOGRAPHV. 

The surveys for the armies in the field, embracing the topography of the 
wuntry passed over and particular sites occupied, have been referred to in 
other parts of this report. 

The extent of the labors performed by the oflScers on duty in the bureau 
"Wbeen the engraving, lithographing, photographing and issuing 24,591 sheets 
'<* officers in the field and various branches of the service requiring this infor- 
mation, leaving still on hand a few copies of each publication for reference and 
4e calls of the^War Department. 

Tlie survey of the northwefitern lakes has been in progress for several years, 
^ obtain for the commerce of the States whose industry is promoted by that 
extended interior navigation the safety that a perfect ahd correct knowledge 
of the shores and bottom alone can attain. It is being conducted under the 
^ir^tion of Major Raynolds, of the corps of engineers, upon the same scientific 
principles and with the same care and accuracy that has been bestowed upon 
«e coast survey and other national geodetic surveys. During the year two 
D^ps have been prepared from the field-notes published and issued to the 
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navigators of the lakes. One gives the west end of Lake Superior, and tbe 
other the northeastern part of Lake Michigan. Three others have heen pre- ^ 
pared and arc now ready for engraving, giving the Portage river and the bay " 
of L'Anse, on Lake Superior ; and a third giving the north end of Green bay. 

Twenty-eight hundred and twenty (2,820) sheets of the maps of the lake 
surveys have been issued for commercial, harbor improvement, and military 
purposes, during the year, making the whole number of maps called for and 
issued since these pur>'eys wore commenced 27,411 sheets. 

Special surveys have also been made during the year, maps issued and for- 
warded for the use of the department, of Niagara river, Erie, Conneaut, Ashta- 
bula, Grand river, Cleveland, Black river, Sandusky, St. Joseph's, Grand Ha- 
ven, Chicago, Racine, and Sheboygan. 

SURVEYS. 

The principal labors of the parties engaged in these surveys during the year 
are comprised in the measurement of 269 J miles of shore-line, 164 J square 
miles of topography, 187 miles of soundings, and 1,200 square miles of off- 
shore hydrogi'aphy on 1 ,586 miles of lines of soundings, the measurement of a 
base line of 4,173 feet in length, difference of longitude between several dis- 
tant points by electric observations, and observations by flashing lights ; also 
astronomical observations for the latitude of eight points. 

Recommendation, — These surveys are called fo%by numerous parties and 
individuals, as w^ell as by commercial men, for private as well as for public use. 
It is indispensable that some rules and system be established to keep the issue 
of these valuable maps within such limits as will insure the great objects of the 
survey, the diffusion of this information to promote national indui^try, at the 
same time to prevent them falling into the hands of persons collecting for oth^w 
purposes than the public good, a 

I recommend that the department be therefore authorized to issue these map£9, 
after supplying the wants of the government, at the cost of paper and printin^g, 
as is now and for years past has been authorized for distributing the Coiist Surv^^' 
maps. This will prevent an improper use, and enable all persons capable of 
using them to obtain copies. 

The estimate for carrying on tlic work for the next year is §184,604 4. "St 
which exceeds the amount appropriated tor last year s operations about $60,0C^ O. 

It is proper to say that this increase of estimate does not contemplate amr^y 
advance in the wages of assistants, but is simply due to the increased cost o\ 
materials and supplies. 

On our Pacific coast Major Williamson, of the corps of engineers, has ^ ^ 
plored and reconnoitred parts of northern California and southern Oregt^'^p 
giving the topography of its roads, and continu(\s observati<>ns for baromet ^n< 
corre ction of altitudes, having also in view an investigation of the formula '0^^^ 
dete mining heights by this instniment. He has traversed and explored f ^^ 
heights of the Nevada range in northeni California, said to be 10,000 to 11,0 ^^ 
feet above the level of the sea, and the military roads between the coast a x**^ 
this range of mountains to facilitate the military" operations of fhe commandixJ^ 
general. During the year he also examined the various sites on Admiralty 
inlet and Pugets souYid, that might hereafter become useful for military pni*" 
poses, and selected such as should be reserved from sale by tbe land-'^officc. 

PRESERVATION A\D REPAIR OF ATLANTIC HARBORS AND SEA-WALLS. 

An appropriaticm was made in 1864 for renewing the construction of the 
sea walls in Boston harbor to preserve the head-lands from further destruction 
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by the ocean waves, and, as a consequence, injury to the harbor for commercial 
I use, while at the same time it preserves important sites that hereafter will be 
occnpii*d by batteries bearingon the channel leading to the city of Boston. The 
following narratives of the operations on these islands are drawn from the report 
of Colonel Graham, the superintending engineer. The same officer was charged 
with the application of the appropriation of S100,000 for the preservation and 
repair of the harbors on the Atlantic. The accompanying summary gives his 
views on this subject in relation to the Susquehanna river below Havre-de- 
Grace, dredging the Patapeco river, Portland Harbor breakwater, navigation of 
the Hudson river below Troy, and Delaware breakwater. Colonel Graham rec- 
commends additional appropriations for the Atlantic haibor improvements. 

REPAIRS OP SEA-WALLS ON DEBR AND LOVELL'S ISLANDS, IN BOSTON HARBOR. 

Deer Island sea-wall. — The walls on this island are three in number, viz : 
the north wall, middle wall, and south wall; respectively 1,743 feet, 839 feet, and 
383 feet in length. 

There were six places averaging 60 feet each in length, where the backing 
and flagstones of the platform had fallen in, and many places where large 
Wocks of stone had been forced out from the body of the walls into the sea. 

In September, 1864, a violent storm from the northeast washed away the 
tlay backing from the north wall, to such an extent as to throw the cavities into 
one of 300 feet in length, bejiides forcing twelve large stones from different parts 
of tlie wall into the sea, and bulging the body of the wall both inward and out- 
ward, which weakened it so much, as to make it impossible for it to stand 
another such shock. No time was lost in taking down the whole of the injured 
portion and commencing the relaying it from the foundation, in hydraulic ce- 
dent Ninety feet lineal were rebuilt in this manner before the close of the work- 
ing season. Much damage was done during the winter and spring storms. 

During the summer to the close of the fiscal year, 50 feet lineal, in addition, 
were taken down and rebuilt. A small balance only remains on han 1 for this 
^'ork; and the estimate of the engineer in charge for its continuance is S25,359 86. 
laical on LovelVs island. — This wall is for the protection of the northern 
^^ of the island from abrasion by the action of the sea. It is 803 feet long. 
The SDialluess of the aopropriation granted for the joint repairs of the walls 
on this and Deer iiilaud rendered it impossible to do more on the formcT one 
"^ to procure the materials for erecting the necessary buildings for caiTying 
on the work, 
■^^e estimated cost of repairing the sea-wall on this island Is $43,891 68. 

SEA-WALLS AT GREAT BREWSTER'S ISLAND, BOSTOxX HARBOR. 

^Weare two walls, 372 and 340 feetin length respectively, on this island; 
*jn additional walls for its protection and to prevent serious injury to the ship 
J^anuelfrom the wash of largo quantities of soil into it, to the extent of 1,550 
J^t lineal, are required. 

l^uriiia the winter a large number of tools were made at the blackpniith's 
^"^p on Great Brewster's island. Derricks were procured, a well was sunk, and 
* fail track 800 feet long was graded for drawing stone and other heavy arti- 
^*^, and in addition 1,500 cubic yards of stone and gravel were collected pre- 
paratory to commencing operations in the spring, since which time the work 
"*^ heen steadily and satisfactorily, progressing. 

Ali^mt S26,000 of the appropriation has been expended, leaving a balance of 
W9,7J4 42 available for further prosecution of the work. 

Tbe engineer in charge estimates that additional fnnds will be required ibr 
tie continuance of this work, to the amount of $111,222 20. 
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REPAIRING, ETC.» HARBORS ON THE SEA-BOARD OF THE UNITED STATES. 

I 

9 

Dredging cltannel ofPatapnco river from Fort McHenry to the mouth of iaii 
river, — The absence of the dredges necessary to perform this work (they hav- 
ing been loaned to the Qnartermat^ter and Navy departments for military pur- 
poses) rendered it impossible to make any progress with the work. The officer 
in charge has visited and reported upon the existing obstructions, however, and 
they will be removed at as early a day as practicable: 

Susquehanna river below Ha vre-de- Grace, Maryland. — Upon inspection of 
the channel at this pLice by the engineer in charge, obstructions to the naviga- 
tion were found to exist for vessels drawing over six feet of water, but owing to 
circumstances above cited, (the want of dredges,) no progress was made in their 
removal. 

Portland Harbor hreahwaterj Maine. — The engineer in charge reports that 
the work of repairs on this breakwater has progressed satisfactorily, and recom- 
mends that it should be extended at once 400 feet further out. He estimates for 

the further prosecution of tlie repairs the sum of $21,338 35 

For extending the breakwater 400 feet 83,772 70 

'Making a total of 105.111 05 

Improvement of the naclgaiir.n of tlte Hudson rivpr below Troy, N. Y. — Owing 
to the want of dredges, no progress was made in tTiis work during the last year. 
It will be commenced at the earliest practicable moment. 

The Delaware breakwater. — A minute survey of tliis work will be required 
before repairs can be commenced. Tlie pressing duties of the oflScer to whom 
this work was assigned prevented his giving it his attention in time for the com- 
mencement of the work. It will receive attention as soon as possible. 

In addition to the above-mentioned works, there are others whose repairs 
should be attended to, but it is eWdent that the appropriation is utterly inade- 
quate to-the purpose. 

REPAIRS AND COMPLETION OF SEA-WALL AT BUFFALO, N. V. 

A special appropriation for this object, of 837,S00, was made in July, 1864? 
and the work was commenced as soon as possible. 

The operations during the year ending June 30, 1865, have consisted ia i*" 
pairing the breaches in the old wall, quarrying stone, and laying the founda- 
tions for the proposed extension of the sea-wall. 

The total amount expended during the year was $8,494 92. 

PRESERVATION AND REPAIR OP LAKE HARBORS. 

A general appropriation of 8250,000 under this head was made by Congr©''^ 
approved June 28, 1864, and after due consideration it was distributed amoog 
the harbors most essential to the interests of commerce in proportion to thetf 
importance. 

Owing to the lapse of time since any repairs were made upon harbor improve 
mcnts, (some fifteen or twenty years,) the works had fallen into decay, and i^ 
many instances become entirely dilapidated ; and imder these circumntap^' 
especially when considering tlie utter inadequacy of the appropriation, the que^^ 
tiou of applying it to the most advantage was one of great difficulty. 

gome of the most important harbor works had scarcely anything left to **re-^ 
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pair or preserve," and in a strict constraction of the act would have been cut 
off from any benefit in the approp iation, while from others much of the old 
work had to be removed before anything new could be commenced. It 
will be evident, therefore, that although much has been done generally, the 
amount of work at particular points must appear small. 

The following summary from the reports of the officers in charge will exhibit 
the state of the works at the close of the year. Should it be the determination 
of Congress to persevere with the repairs and preservation of these artificial 
works to improve the navigation of the lake harbors, the department will be 
prepared to give the sums recommended by the superintending engineers for 
the different localities. 

Bepairs of pier at Oiwego harbor, N. Y, — Major C. E. Blunt, corps of en- 
giaeers, reports that operations for this object have been carried on during the 
entire working season. The sinking of new cribs, repair and ballasting of old 
ones, and replanking the outer surface of the pier, constitute the work done. 
Similar repairs will continue to be necessary to a greater or less extent from 
year to year. 

The amount expended during the year was SI 4,588 17. The snm still avail- 
able from the appropriation made last year for repairs and preservation of lake 
Wbors will probably be sufficient for the coming year. 

Qene$ee River harbor, N. Y, — Captain J. A. Tardy, corps of engineers, 
leports that preparations for repairing the west pier at this harbor were com- 
menced in the fall of 1864, and during the year ending June 30, 1}*:65, the 
amount expended was $11,141 43. By the close of the present working sea- 
son the balance of the available funds will have been expended, 

Light-house pier, Bvffalo, N. Y, — Captain J. A. Tardy, corps of engineers, 
reports that nothing was done during the fall, owing to the lateness of the sea- 
8on. Active operations for repairs could not be commenced before July, 1865. 
This pier is very much out of repair. Piles on the harbor side and at the ex- 
tremity need replacing. Stone- work is much injured and thrown out of place 
by tbe action of the ice. 

Harbor of Chicago, Illinois, — A special survey with a view to its improvement, 
M well as to the preservation and repair of existing works at this point, was 
Duide during the season. The officer in charge of the work. Colonel T. J. Cram, 
c«rp8 of engineers, however, could not, under the restrictions of the act making 
^e appropriation, apply any portion of it, and the city authorities appropriated 
^75,000 to be expended in continuing the dredging of the direct channel through 
fe outer bar of the mouth of the harbor, which they had already opened to 
*ome extent^ and in extending the north pier 400 feet, under the plan approved 
^7 tbis department and suggested by the officer in charge. 

Tbis important harbor presents great engineering difficulties to insure perma- 
Ji^ncy to any system for its improvement that heretofore has been devised. The 
present system is designed to open a channel across a shoal that the continued 
effort of nature is forming. While the.present method of prolonging jetties, thus 
^itending the river channel across the shoal, has the effect of cutting a new and 
deep channel across such shoal, such improvement has no effect in preventing, 
^ a limited period, the formation of anotlier shoal across the opening of these 
piers into what was originally deep water. Nor have they any effect in retard- 
'"^ tbe causes of sucb formation. It is by checking the perpetually shifting 
*^nd« along tlie shores that we must arrest this p(;rpetual injury to the harbors. 
^%place demands more care and attention to this important subject than Chi- 
f*go. Most of the other lake harbors are affected in tliis manner and from sim- 
ilar canses. The attention of the superintending engineers and others intenjsted 
in tbia subject, so important to the commerce and trade of the lakes, will be 
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drawn to some means of rendering the expenditures for tliese harbors more 
durable. 

Racine harbor^ Wisconsin, — Colonel Cram reports that the work at this har- 
bor has coni*i8tcd in levelling back the pand heaps from back of the north pier, 
in putting in new timbers and filling with stone the shore portion likely to be 
breached, (north pier,) in repairing and filling with stone sixty feet of same pier 
further out, in securing outer crib or pier-head in place, and preventing it being 
overturned, and in replacing broken limbers of the pier-head of south pier. 

The additional work contemplated for the remainder of the season will, it is 
hoped, render the work at this harbor secure for several years to come. 

Milwavkie harbor, Wisconsin. — Colonel Cram reports that the work accom- 
plished at this harbor was as follows, viz : in replacing iron bands and bolts, re- 
pairing the timbers of the south pier-head, and in removing by dredging a lamp 
which had formed in the natural bed in the middle of the channel just at the 
entrance. , 

With the additional work yet remaining to be done, the harbor will be in good 
condition. 

Sheboygan harbor, Wisconsin. — Colonel Cram reports that sufficient material 
for the repairs at this harbor could not be accumulated to justify the commence- 
ment of the work until April, 18G5. 

During the summer much of the work has been successfully done, a part of 
it having to be put under water, and therefore difficult to accomplish. It \a 
contemplated to complete the work during the coming season. 

!>t, Josei)h*s harbor, Michigan. — Colonel Cram reports that the repairs at this 
point, consisting of closing the breach in the north pier and removing the wood- 
work and filling it with stone to a level three feet above the water, were success- 
fully accomplished with immediate beueiicial results. 

This harbor is a very important one, being the only harbor of refuge the 
United States has ever expended money upon on the east shore of Lake Mich- 
igan, and should be fully repaired and imj>roved. 

Erie harbor, Pennsylvania. — Colonel Cram reports that the repairs of tbe 
works rif this place were cc>mpletcd, including the strengthening the low place 
in the peninsula at the head of the bay. 

Grand River harbor, Ohio. — Colonel Cram reports that the breach in the 
west pier of 150 feet in length has been completely repaired, leaving an addi- 
tional 150 feet of the outer damaged and decayed part to be repaired next sea- 
son. The breach of 90 feet in length in the outer portion of the east pier, and 
likewise a very considerable portion of the inner part of the old east pier, have 
also been repaired, and nearly all the material that will be required for the J*" 
mainder of the repairs authorized has been delivered on the spot. The entrsn*j6 
to the harbor has been very materially improved by what has already been 
done, and it is probable that a channel of nine feet over the outer bar will be 
made by next spring. 

Cleveland harbor, Ohio. — The work at this point has been much abused by 
corporate; authorities and private individuals, in the use of it for their own ad' 
vantage; and as this abuse is, in spite of n^nons trance, daily on the increase, it 
is highly probable that the piers will in the end be entirely destroyed. 

In consequence of the officer in charge (Colonel Cram) not being able to get 
entire possession of the east pier from the hands of thoae who are using it for 
private pecuniary advantage, no repairs have been put upon it. 

The west pier and the pier-head have been very thoroughly repaired, Aud 
both have been filled with stones, with the exception of a part of the inner Sus- 
taining work put in to strengthen and preserve the old west pier. Before the 
close of the present season, most or all of the filling will be in, and there will 
remain no more to be done until next winter, when, taking advantage of the ice, 
about seventy old piles will be pulled up. 
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Ample depth of water npw exists on the bar, which has been attained by the 
y in large expenditures for dredging. 

Biack River harbor, Ohio. — Colonel Cram reports that during the season the 
3St pier has been repaired, and also all the under-water work of the east pier 
\A been successfully put in. Before the close of the season, it is anticipated 
at all of the east pier will be completely built up and planked over to a point 
^ces^sary to stop the sand from running into the harbor. 

Vermillion harbor ^ Ohio. — The amount required to repair this harbor being 
> lar^, it was not deemed advisable to commence it with the limited means at 
Qe disposal of the department. 

Sandm^ky harbor f Ohio. — No vestige of the old work could be found upon 
upectiou of this harbor, and as the act making the appropriation did not con- 
emplate new works of improvement, it was not deemed proper to apply any 
kirt of the appropriation. 

Repairs qjf harbor works at Burlington, Vermont , and Platfsburg, Ncto York, 
Lake Champlain. — The sums of $13,000 and $2,000 respectively were allotted 
Brom the appropriation for " repairs and preservation of lake harbors " to these 
two poiuts, to be expended in repairing the breakwaters, and at the latter place 
to din^t the repairs so as to admit of placing a small harbor light on the north 
end of the breakwater. After examhiatiou on the spot, it was not judged expe- 
dient by Major Blunt, the engineer in charge, to commence work before the 

Miner rtage of the lake in 18G5. Nothing was consequently done before the 

cWnig of the fiscal year. 
Some dredging was reported as deflirable by the engineer in charge near the 

PUtteburg breakwater. It was not, however, judged expedient to have it done 

tt present. 
The outlay of money at Burlington to make the breakwater adequate to the 

wants of the large and increasing busiue^^s of the place would be so great, that 

it is not thought expedient at present to ask for any further appropriation. 

MILITARY ACADEMY. 

During the past year sixty-eight cadets completed their studies and military 
tt^;ios at the academy, and were commissioned as lieutenants in the army. 

This is the most numerous class that has ever graduated at the institution 
"inceits organization in 1802. 

i'or many years the number of graduates has not sufficed to fill the annual 
^cancies in the army. 

The number of officers in the several branches of the staff, and of regiments 
WW comprising the regular army, has greatly increased from time to time, while 
Jc number of cadets authorized by law has remained unaltered since 1843. 
^ result is that neitlier the sUiff corps, nor regiments of artillery, cavalry, and 
^trj, can be fumirthed with the numbers to perfect their company organiza- 
^^i and military science and art cannot be disseminated throughout the 
•'^'intry in proportion to the increase of population and national interests to bo 
P"<ect^. The total number of cadets now at the academy is 235, and the total 
Jiwnber authorized by existing laws is 293, From various incidents to which 
U€ appointments are subject, this ratio does not materially alter from year to 
y«ar. 

The average cost of the institution for the last twenty years has been 
*160,711 83. The cost during the past academic year was $201,217. These 
B^UM include the pay of cadets, officers, and professors, and all contingencies. 

The annual average appropriation for twenty years is $166,684 63, and for 
^ present year is $257,505. This excess arises from the increase of the pay 
of cadets, and for increase cost of forage for artillery and cavalry horses, &c. 
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Recommendation. — To meet the wants of tbe military service, and to diffofle 
a knowledge of the ecicnce and art of war more extensively throughout oar 
widely extended domain, I recommend at this time au increase iu the total unm- 
her of cadets of two additional appointments from each State and Territory, and 
the District of Colnmbia ; thus making the number of appointments to be aa- 
thorized under the law to be one from (;ach congressional district and Territory 
and tlie District of Columbia, ten from *' at large " annually by the President's 
selection, and two in addition from each State and Territory and the District of 
Columbia. 

The difficulties that have been experienced for years past in training the miods 
and bodies of the young gentlemen sent to the academy to prepare them for use- 
fulness as members of the military profession, arise mainly from the qualifica- 
tions of the candidates being so exceedingly limited. While at the present time 
it may not be expedient to increase the standard for admission,'! do urgently 
recommend that a selection from at least five Ciindidates to be nominated for 
each appointment may be authorized by law, when every section of the countrj 
would more certainly have its due proportion of graduates entering the army 
annually. Should this principle be authorized by law, the examination of the 
candidates could be ordered iu several sections of the country, at convenient 
military posts, and thus save a great annual expense now incurred by partially 
educating and returning deficient cadets to their distant homes, insure a mnch 
greater proportion of members who could master the course of studies, and avoid 
the numerous and frequent discharges from the awidemy for inability to acquire 
the requisite information and proficiency for a graduate of this iustitutiou. 

FIXAXCES. 

During the year ending June 30, 1865, the expenditures 
of the department for fortifications on the Atlantic, Gulf 
of Mexico, Pacific coasts, and on the northern lakes, in- 
cluding bridge trains, intrenching tools, and tor all other 
militJiry purposes, amounted to $5, 174, 335 23 

For civil works, as lake harbors, harbors on the Atlantic, 

survey of the lakes, they amounted to 218, 400 00 

And for the Military Academy, not including the pay of pro- 
fessors and cadets 86, 685 00 

Making a total annual expenditure of 5, 479, 420 23 

The accounts of the disbursing oflTicors of the department have been regii" 
larly forwarded from month to month. These accounts had accumubited io 
the department during the past four years beyond the means allotted to the 
financial branch to examine, correct, and forward to the Treasury Depart- 
ment for final settlement. 

Durinp^ the year twelve hundred and three monthly accounts, amountiog 
to $11,834,308 35, have been thus examined and forwarded to the Auditor fo^ 
final settlement, and there remain on hand at this time three hundred and 
ninety-eight mcmtlily accounts to be exaniined, amounting tr) $4,492,964 85- 
At tlie rate of progress made during the past year in the examination of the»^ 
accounts, the work in a short time will b«j brought up to the months in whic»* 
they Sire received from tlic ofiicers. No defalcation ur losses in any wayeJUS* 
in the disbursements and accountability of the officers of the department. 

At the present time all property purchased for the armies in the field, eithej 
worn or of a perishable character, is being sold, and the avails will be returned' 
to the treasury. The amount of sales to this date is 834,123 12. Tbe leA" 
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loo of this property is beinpf stored in engineer depots for further use, at the 
reffereoii Barracks depot, Missouri, and at the Willett's Point depot, New York, 
mder charge of engineer officers and troops of the engineer battalion. 

The property of the department in the hands of its agents is accounted for 
inarterly, and the returns examined in this bureau. 

rhe number of returns examined during the year is 220 

And remaining to be examined 1 43 

Making the number of property returns rendered by officers 26\\ 



RICH'D DELAFIELD, 
General, and Chief Engineer U. S. Army. 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, 

Secretary/ of War, Washington^ D,'C. 



Narrative collated from the reports of Colonel N, Michler. 

FROM THE RAPIDAN TO PETERSBURG. 

Accurate maps and topographical information of the country to be passed orer 
were much needed, and called for the earliest attention of the engineers. (See 
plan No. 11.) Reconnoissances had been made as far as the different fords of 
the Rapidan, and the country was so far well known. The movements of the 
amy in November and December, 1863, between the Rapidan and Mine run, 
liad furnished some information that proved of great value. The experience 
gained durin<2f the campaign of the army of the Potomac in May and June. 
1864, showed that the existing maps sufficed only for general infoimation, and 
fiiraished but little suitable for selecting the routes of columns, and were en- 
tirely deficient in details required for the manoeuvre of troops in the field in the 
fee of an enemy. The country proved to be of the worst and most impractica- 
ble character ; and although in one of the oldest States of the Union, it was 
without any geographical information amonf^ its archives. It became evident 
that this information would have to be obtained in anticipation of any forward 
movement of the army. To accomplish this. Colonel Michler's party was kept 
<^pied day and night preparing maps, much needed, in the absence of reliable 
piides, for directing the columns, either as they moved on the routes, or man- 
tturred for position previous to attack. Major Weyss and Captain Paine, of 
tke volunteers, were the assistants of Colonel Michler, who had also seven civil 
Hfietants and men detailed from the ranks. The labors of these assistants 
^wamenced af^er crossing the Rapidan, progressed until the army arrived in 
fent of Petersburg, and coutinned on other fields until October, 1864. Every 
^ within the lines of the army was examined and surveyed, and the work 
puhed as far to the front and on the flanks as practicable. Their notes were at 
wiee photographed in the field, and disti ibuted for use. Revised editions of 
^ktte photographs were published as fast as any new information was procured. 
« this way several editions of eleven maps were arranged and issued, compris- 
^ surveys covering an area of 730 square miles. Other surveys were made 
^ means of odometers, on the heaaquarters train, over a distance of 179 
kittles ; and others made with the cavalry expeditions under General Sheridan, 
Wet an aggregate distance of 310 miles. These surveys were completed from 
ii^&nnation obtained from captured maps. Six sheets were thus improved. 

On the 9th July, 1864, an order was issued directing the operations of the 
>nny against the intrenched position of the enemy defending Petersburg, and 
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that they be by regular approaches. This required a survey of the topograpLy 
' of the country, and the positions of the lines of both armies. To this map con- 
stant reference was made during the siege. Over 1,300 miles of actual surveys 
were made during the period now referred to. More than 1,200 maps were is- 
sued previous to crossing the Rapidan, and over 1,G00 photographic sketches 
between that date and the 30th July, 1S64. 

A brief synopnis follows of the duties a^^signed the officers of the corps of en- 
giueers in the order of events. 

On the 3d May Lieutenant Mackenzie accompanied General Gregg's second cav- 
alry division, remained with this command, alter crossing the Rapidan, at Ely's 
ford during the 4tli and f)th May, and was in the action against the enemy's 
cavalry at Todd's tavern. Ou the 6th May ho returned to the engineer bat- 
talion. Lieutenant Howell accompanied the third cavalry division, and continued 
with General Wilson until the 25th May, accompanying the division from Chan- 
cellorsville to IlaxaH's landing, on the James river, and was present in the en- 
gagements along the route thither and back. Colonel Michler crossed the Ger- 
mania ford with General Meade, and was directed to reconnoitre the ground 
along the Wilderm ss creek, and to the right of the position occupied by the 
5th corps, across the Orange and Fredericksburg turnpike. At the crossroad, be- 
tween the latter and the plank road at Spotwood's, the enemy's cavalry was 
encountered. A division of the Gth corps, and Ricketts's, were formed in line 
parallel to the latter road, and moved forward to the right of the 5tli. During 
the greater part of the 5ih and the entire Gth May, Colonel Michler remained 
.with General Sedgwick. On the 6th May he made an examination of hi:* front 
and took part in the construction of an intrenched line, the right of which was 
much exposed, several crossroads offering facilities for outflanking the position. 
A series of determined and bloody assaults on both davs opened the campaigD» 
the battle of the Wilderness ending on the evening of the 6th May by a tierce 
attack about dark by the enemy on the right of the 6th corps. Colonel 
Michler then guided the 6th corps to a new position, the left still resting on 
the right of the 5th, the latter having slightly Allien ba'*k; the line was re- 
formed, and extended across theGermania plank road, with the right resting near 
Southerland's, beyond the Quarles mill. The movement of the corj»s com-^ 
menced about midnight, and it was established in its new position by daylight. 

On the night of the 7th May the army again advanced. Lieutenant Benyaurd, 
of the corps of engineers, guided the 6th corps along the turnpike to Chancel- 
lorsville, thence by the plank road to Piney Branch church, and thence to the 
intersection of the plank road with the Brock road, near Alsop's, Benyaurd 
having previously passed over this road with Kilpatrick. He rem lined with 
the 6th corps. The other engineer officers accompanied the commanding 
general on the evening of the 7th May to Todd's tavern, at the hit(»rsection of 
the Brock and Catharpcn roads. At this point a scivc^re cavalry light, under 
Gregg, occurred during the afternoon. On the 8th May some severe skirmish- 
ing commenced between the advance of the 5th corps and the enemy, then fall- 
ing back from the Wilderness towards Spottsylvania Court House. At day- 
break Michler reconnoitred the country along the Brock road, and parallel to 
the Po river, to select a position for the 2d corps, in the event of the ene- 
my attempting to strike our flank. About noon he was ordered to remain with 
Hancock for duty. During the day he reconnoitred to the west, along the 
Gatharpen road, as far as Corbin's bridge, across the Po. The columns of the 
enemy were distinctly seen moving southward. Towards evening he made a 
strong demonstration, and was easily repulsed. On the 9th May the ofHcersof 
engineers, with part of the engineer battalion, assisted the different corps in 
strengthening their positions by iutrenchments. On the 10th May the en- 
gineers bridged the Po river for the passage of the 2d corps. Subsequently 
Michler guided Gibbon's and Bimey's divisions back across the river to a po- 
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sition in rear and right of the 5th corps. Mackenzie was engaged the same 
day in reconnoitring in front of the 6th corps, selecting, in company with 
General Russell, the point of successful attack on the rebels by Upton's brigade. 
On the 1 1th May Captain Mendell, corps of engineers, guided the 2d corps 
forward to the left, preparatory to a general assault- along the whole line, driv- 
ing the enemy. Rain and muddy roads checked the contest. The next day, 
the I2th May, the two armies fought from early dawn until darkness had for 
hours fallen over the contending hosts. Fourteen hours' fighting had failed to 
drive the rebel army from its strong position. During the afternoon of the 12th 
Major Dnane and Colonel Michler reconnoitred the ground between the right of 
the 6th corps and the old Court House road, to select a line for a division of 
the 5th eorp^ to hold, to relieve the other divisions of this corps. 

On the 13th May, Michler was ordered to examine the line in front of Han- 
cock's corps, including'the faraouA " salient," to ascertain what should be done 
to strengthen it. In the course of the day he also examined the line of the 
6th corps, to the right of the 2d. On the morning of the 14th, Michler 
was directed, in company with Duane, to cross the Ny, and examine the line 
taken up by the 5th corps, and endeavor to locate the position of the enemy's 
works around Spottsylvania Court House, detached portions of which could be 
leen from one or two commanding points. They had evidently been con- 
structed some time previously, in anticipation of the present move. Soon after- 
wards Michler reconnoitred, with his assistants, towards the Anderson House, 
and located certain buildings in Spottsylvania, and other sections of the works 
around it. In the afternoon he accompanied Upton's command, of the 6th 
corps, across the Ny, to the left of the 5th corps, occupying a commanding 
position in front of Meyer's house, from which it was soon driven, but repos- 
sewed of it, on the other divisions of the 6th corps coming up. On the 15th, 
16th, and 17th, during a snspension of the contest by rain and impassable 
roads, daily reconnoissances were made of the enemy's position by the engineer 
officers. On the 18th a general attack was made by our army without any de- 
cided success, and on the 19th movements were made to turn the enemy's right 
flank, the enemy making a similar move on our right. On the evening of the 
19tii Michler, accompanied by Captain Turnbull, of the corps of engineers, was 
tent to report to Biniey, who was holding the enemy in check on our right 
flttk* to give him information of the nature of the ground. He remained all 
fiight, examining his position preparatory to a renewal of the attack by day- 
lifibt On the night of the 20th May the army moved by its flank, the 2d 
com leading. Lieutenant Mackenzie was ordered to report to General Hancock, 
tti accompany his command, with which he continued until the North Anna 
*u reached, and during the operations on that river, and then returned to gen- 
^ headquarters, having reconnoitred the successive lines taken by that com- 
mand. 

On the 21st May, Michler was sent across the Mattapony to ascertain the 
exi«lence of any fords above the bridge by which the 6th corps could cross 
^ Po, on the line of march from Anderson's (Smith's) mill. A reconnoissance 
vas tltfo made towards Mud Tavern, on the telegraph road. Information was 
now gained that the enemy had abandoned Spottsylvania Court House, and was 
OMTbe: south by the telegraph road towards the North Anna, to take up that 
i>aturaJIy strong position. 

The movement of the army was continued on the 23d of May. The 2d and 
5tli corps were in the advance. Each forced a passage of the North Anna. On 
the 24th May the whole army, except two divisions of the 9th corps, eflfected the 
Pottage of that stream. On the morning of the 25th Michler made a recon- 
»*oiwaiice of the whole line from Noel's station to the river. A log bridge had 
^ constructed in addition to the one at Quarles's ; these, with the Ches^tei Held 
^ several pontoon bridges, afforded perfect facilities for crossing. Ths 
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enemy was now found to be in strong position in front of Hanover Junction. 
General preparations were made during the day to re-cross the whole army. 

On the 26th Michler made an examination of all the bridges and crossing, 
including the canvas pontoons laid during the day near the railroad bridge. On 
the evening of the 26th the re-crosaing of the river commenced and continued 
the following day. Lieutenant Howell, of the corps of engineers, guided the 9th 
corps. On the afternoon of the 27th, Michler and Mackenzie examined the 
roads leading from Rider's to Taylor's ford and Normand's ferry on the Pa- 
munkey, and also to widow Nelson's ferry, to ascertain whether it would be 
possible to cross the river at the latter point, and the result proved satisfactory. 
The crossing of the river at Hanover-town was seized the same day. By the 
evening of the 28th the troops had all passed over the several pontoon bridges 
thrown over the stream for this purpose. Apprehensive that the enemy might 
attack our army in detail while crossing the river. Major Duane and Colonel 
Michler rode along the whole line to aid in forming it and see that it was con- 
tinuous. Before dark a strong position had been occupied and many parts of it 
intrenched, the left resting near the Tolopatomoy, and the right on Crump's 
creek. Lieutenant Howell, of the corps of engineers, was sent in the morning 
to examine the country in advance of the position, and was present during the 
fight that took place with the reconnoitring force. 

On the 29th of May a grand reconnoissance in force was ordered in the di- 
rection of Hanover Court House and Shady Grove church, and along each of the 
intermediate roads. Lieutenant Mackenzie accompanied the 5th corps. Lien- 
tenant Howell the 9th, Captain TurnbuU the 2d, Captain Mendell one division 
of the 6th, while Colonel Michler joined another division of the same corps. On 
the 30th Lieutenant Howell was ordered to join the 5th corps, and Lieutenant 
Benyaurd the 6th. These officers, with I^ieutenant Mackenzie, were constantly 
engaged during this and the following day in making reconnoissances along 
the Tolopatomoy and of the different lines taken up ag%the army changed po- 
sition. 

On the Ist of June Captain Mendell and Lieutenant Benyaurd were ordered 
to fortify the position of the White House to protect it against any sadden 
cavalry attack, the depot having been moved from Port Royal to that place. 
During the day, in company with Lieutenant* Gillespie, of the engineers, and 
several assistants, they examined the country southeast of Old Church tavern 
to find several parallel roads over which to move the different columns simnl* 
taneously. The army was now in position at Cool Arbor. A general attack 
was made by the enemy along his entire front, which was repulsed. The morn- 
ing of the 3d of June witnessed a most gallant assault by the army along its 
entire front. It failed in its object of driving back the enemy across the Chick- 
ahominy, both lines of battle being at the time parallel to that stream. Early 
in the morning Michler was directed to make a reconnoissance along the 2a 
corp's lines to ascertain its position and strength, and, later in the day, to ex- 
amine the line of battle of the 15th corps and Birney's division of the 2d corps. 
Never were two lines of battle more closely arrayed against each other, sepa- 
rated by distances varying from forty to one hundred yards, each awaiting in 
Bilent and unwavering determination the fierce attack of the other, but neither 
williiig to take the initiative. Both contending forces had already experienced 
most deadly repujties. No portion of the body could be exposed at any mo- 
ment. The unerring shot of the sharpshooter warned all against rising above 
the hastily constructed intrenchments. All lay close to the ground, it being 
necessary to crawl on hands and knees to reach the line. 

Having carefully examined the position of the works with Captain Farquhar, 
of the corps of engineers. Colonel Michler reported to the commanding general 
the impossibility of successfully storming the position of tin; enemy in fi-ont of 
that corps in consequence of its great strength, and there being no suitable 



BEPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR. 931 

place in the rear to mass the troops for tlie attack. Already three desperate 
attempts had been made to force the position, and each was repulsed with very 
heavy loss. The army was directed to intrench its line and render it as strong 
as possible. Major Morton, of the corps of engineers, took charge of the works 
in front of the 9th corps. Lieutenant Howell, with a company of the engineer 
battalion, was sent to the 6th corps to construct batteries and covered ways, and 
Lieutenant B. S. Mackenzie, with a company of the same command, attended 
to the s^me duty in front of the 2d corps, where he remained until the 10th 
of June, when he was transferred to the command of the 2d Connecticut ar- 
tillery. The two armies remained closely confronting each other from the 4th 
to the 9th of June, during which period our left had been extended to cover 
Bottom's bridge. On the 7th of June Captain Turnbull joined General Sheri- 
dan*? cavalry corps on an expedition towards Gordonsville. He reported again 
to Lis commander after an extended and important tour under Sheridan at 
Petersburg, and then only to remain a short time, being assigned to duty at 
Baltimore, then threatened by the rebels. 

On the 9th June Michler was ordered to select a new line in rear of the in- 
trenched position then occupied by the army, to be held temporarily by two 
divisions, to enable the troops to retire without being molested and to cover 
the movement towards the east and along the east bank of the Chickahominy. 
The ground selected by the engineers lay between Elder's swamp and Allen's 
mill pond, almost directly in front of Cool Arbor. On the morning of the 10th 
the construction of the batteries and connecting parapets commenced, Captain 
Gillespie directing one portion and Lieutenant Benyaurd the other, and work 
was finished on the following morning. Captain Mendell with Lieutenant 
Howell made a reconnoissance to Windsor Shades, on the Chickahominy, to as- 
certain the practicability of crossing the supply train at that point, and reported 
unfavorably. 

On the night of the 12th June the withdrawal of the troops from the hotly 
contested field so long occupied by them was effected, and the several columns 
set in motion. 

On the 13th, by direction of the commanding general. Colonel Michler pro- 
ceeded in advance of the army of the Potomac to the James river to reconnoitre 
the ground from Swynyard's, overlooking Herring creek and Harrison's land- 
ing, and thence over Gun's Hills run and Queen's creek towards the mouth of 
Kellovan's creek. This examination had in view the selection of a line of bat- 
tle to he taken up to protect the passage of the array over the James river. 
The line selected covered Swynyard's and Wilcox's lauding, the left resting on 
Herpng creek, and crossed the upper part of Wyuoke neck or peninsula, at 
the s uthem point of which it had been ordered that a pontoon bridge should 
: be thrown. The 2d corps reached the position by dark and commenced to in- 
trench, which work was subsequently suspended. On the morning of the 14th 
June steamers commenced ferrying the 2d corps across the James from Wil- 
'** cox*8 landing to Wind-mill Point. The engineer officers were all engaged en- 
' - deavoring to find direct roads leading from the Court-house across Queen's creek, 

- down Wynoke neck, but soon discovered it was only fordable on the main road. 

- It was ascertained that approaches were bein^ constructed at the landing under 
'- the direction of General Weitzel by the engineers of the army of the James, 
^ preparatory to building the pontoon bridge, not sufficient material for completing 

I it haviug yet been received at the point. Upon Major Duane's arrival General 
4 Weitzel turned over the entire charge of the matter to him, and the bridge was 
I tLrown under Duane's direction. At daybreak of the 15th June Colonel Michler 
; wap ordered to select a short line to be held by the Gth corps to cover the crossing 
of the remainder of the army and the supply train. In order to leave sutljcient 
^pace to park the latter, he selected a commanding ridge running westwardly 
irom Tyler's mill, the right to rest on Tyler's creek, impassable below the mill ; 
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and the left on the James river below the mouth of Queen's creek. The bat- 
talion of engineers commenced at 4 p. m. to construct the pontoon bridge at 
Wynoke landing, and finished it at II p. m. It consisted of 101 wooden pon- 
toons. A part of the army having crossed the James, the first attack on Pe- 
tersburg was made on the evening of this day, when the outer line of the 
enemy's work« was captured by troops that moved by wat r from the White 
House. On the 16th June the staff of the commanding general crossed the 
James on the pontoon bridge. Just before dark an assault was made along the 
whole line at Petersburg by the troops then in position against the enemy's sec- 
ond position. On the 17th and 18th the attacking columns renewed their des- 
perate efforts against the enemy'^ front, at times reaching and monntirig hb 
parapets and then compelled to retire after desperate fighting and heavy loss. 
On the right, possession of the ground at Page's, near the Appomattox, wns 
gained and held, the enemy's line at that point being within a few hundred 
yards of Petersburg. 

At this time the reconnoissances and surveys of our lines in front of that city 
and of its environs commenced. Major Weyss, of the volunteers, had the im- 
mediate charge of the principal field party. 

The engineer corps was called upon on the 17th to mourn the loss of one of 
its most accomplished oflScers. Whilst reconnoitring the position in front of the 
9th corps for the purpose of selecting the ground upon which to form a division 
in line of battle preparatory to the assault on that day, Mnjor Morton exposed 
himself to the unerring shot of one of the rebel sharpshooters ; he was killed in- 
stantly, the ball penetrating his left breast. Major Morton had served with the 
army of the Potomac but a short time, having joined on the banks of the North 
Anna ; he was, immediately on his arrival, assigned to the 9th corps and re- 
mained with it until his death, performing excellent service. His great desire 
to excel in his profession, added to an energetic and impulsive nature, had led 
him on several previous occasions to expose himself. He laid down on the bat- 
tle-field a useful, active, and brave life in the cause of his country, and deeply 
has the army, especially the corps to which he had been so long and ably at- 
tached, been called to grieve his sudden death. Captain Harwood, United 
States engim ers, having reported for duty on the 27th, was, a day or two 
after, temporarily assigned to the 9th corps. 

On the 19th and 20th the two opposing armies remained comparatively 
ouiet, each willing to rest after their late exhausting labors. During these fonr 
aays Lieutenants Howell and Benyaurd were engaged on the right of the line, 
and Captain Gillespie on the left. During the three following ones (the 2l8t, 
22d, and 23d) the army resumed, after the brief suspension referred to, active 
operations tending towards outflanking the enemy on his right, severing hi^ 
lines of communication towards the south and endeavoring to reach the Weldon 
railroad. The several officers of engineers accompanied these movements. -An 
intrenched line was finally taken up and held, running nearly south from the 
Appomattox along the front of Petersburg to the Jerusalem plank road, and then 
almost parallel to that road, with the left refused and again crossing it near the 
Williams house. 

On the 24th, accompanied by Captain Mendell and Lieutenant Howell, Colonel 
Michler made a reconnoissance of the country between the Avery house and the 
Blackwater swamp, for the purpose of selecting a line to fall back upon in the 
event of withdrawing a part of the army for other purposes ; the crossings of the 
swamp were also carefully searched and its character examined in regard to 
forming an obstacle to passage of artillery and infantry. On the 29th the Ap- 
pomattox was also examined in reference to the facilities for bridging it. Sur- 
veys were daily being made of the difi'erent lines taken up, and reconnoissances 
were extended over the adjacent country. 
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lieutenant Howell was temporarily, during the 28tb, 29tli, and SOth, on duty 
b the 6th corps, and Lieutenant Benyaurd, for the last few days of June, 
b the 9th Corps. Captain Gillespie was engaged also at this time with the 
pient corps in examining and rectifying their lines. 

)aring the month of July the officers of engineers were principally occupied 
mperintending the various operations of their profession — such as the prepa- 
ion of siege material, the construction of redoubts, batteries, parallels, and 
faux, together with conducting the necessary surveys, and preparing com- 
te plans and maps of the environs of the city and its approaches, incident to 
msiTe movements against the fortified position taken up by the enemy in 
Dt of Petersburg. No regular siege was intended, as it would be impossible, 
Ji the small army brought before it, to invest it completely ; the lineal con- 
r is too great to attempt to cut off all communications with the town, or to 
vent re-enforcements from being thrown into it. To take the place some 
orable position must be selected at which to assault the works, and burst 
ougb and occupy the interior ; and, to accomplish this, a preponderance of 
Lai mast be brought to bear upon the immediate point of attack to silence the 
my*i guns, and to open the way for an attacking column specially chosen 
the occasion. 

)n the 3d of July the major general commanding addressed a communica- 
1 to the chief of artillery and chief engineer to know " whether any offensive 
irations from the lines now held by this army are practicable." The commanding 
leral of the ninth corps had authorized Lieutenant Colonel Pleasants, com- 
nding the 48th regiment Pennsylvania volunteers, to drive a gallery for a 
le to blow up one of the enemy's batteries in his front; and the above officers 
re also directed to examine the place and ascertain whether the assault could 
advantageously made, should the operation prove successful. The result of 
ir investigation is set forth in the following extract from the reply made on the 
I, in compliance with the instructions received by them : " The enemy's front 
8 been very much strengthened. It consists of a system of redoubts connected 

infantry parapets. The ground in front is obstructed by abatis, stakes, 
d entanglements, rendering an assault impracticable. Regular approaches 
ist, therefore, be resorted to. It is probable the siege will be a very long one, 
ismnch as, soon as one line of works is carried, another equally strong will be 
md behind it, and this will continue until the ridge is attained, which looks 
to the town." The front of attack decided upon was a salient of the enemy's 
le on or near the Jerusalem plank road. On the 9th of July orders were is- 
led by the commanding general that ** the operations of this army against the 
trenched position of the enemy defending Petersburg will he by regular ap- 
roaches on the front:< opposed to General Bumside's and General Warren's 
ffps;*' and on the following day apian of conducting the siege was submitted, 
n the 11th the project, being in conformity with his views, was approved and 
lopted, and it was ordered that the work be commenced at once. 

Lieutenant Lydecker, who reported late in June, took an active part in the 
onetruction of the works referred to. Captain Farquhar had charge of those in 
ont of the 18th corps. On learning the plan adopted, Colonel Michler directed 
is principal assistant, Major Weyss, to commence on the 9th a triangulation of 
be front of Petersburg, and to take the immediate charge of the surveying 
•arty ; the work was extended from the south of the Jerusalem plank road as 
w uorth as City Point. By this triangulation, performed under the fire of the 
nemy's batteries and sharpsbooters, the different spires and certain prominent 
nildings in Petersburg were accurately located; and, with a copy of the map of 
!i«tcity and the Appomattox river prepared by the Coaut Survey, the two were 
Dinbined, and thereby an exact and connected map of the locality of our eiego 
peraiions was obtained,covering the ground occupied by both armies. On the 9lh 
le troops of the 6th corps were ordered to Washington city, then threatened by 
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the rebels ; on the following day Colonel Michler was directed to selefct a line 
refused from the position occupied by the 6th corps, extending from the redoubt, 
(now called Fort Prescott, then in course of construction,) on the Jerusalem 
plank road, towards the Blackwater swamp. Lieutenant Lydecker accompa- 
nied Michler during the reconnoissance, and was subseouently directed to trace 
the line, and place in position the troops ordered to hold it. The site for a new 
redoubt was chosen between the Norfolk railroad and the swamp, and its con- 
Btruction placed under the direction of Captain Harwood, who had been relieved 
from duty with the 9th corps the same day. On the 14th, orders were is- 
sued to have the old works of the enemy demolished ; this had been his ad- 
vanced position, and the first to be taken by assault; the redoubtaand batteries, 
in fact the whole intrenched line, had been well planned and constructed at a 
much earlier period in view of the probability of a demonstration being made 
against Petersburg ; the site selected was a most commanding one, the natural 
lay of the open fields in front forming a perfect glacis. Towards the close of the 
month everything was in readiness to explode the mine which had been in course 
of construction in front of the 9th corps. In company with Colonel Spauld* 
ing and Lieutenant Benyaurd, Colonel Michler had the great gratification of 
penetrating the gallery and its lateral branches, and of examining in detail its 
construction, the mode of ventilation, and the arrangement of the chambers. 
Lieut. Colonel Pleasants, who kindly offered to accompany the party and ex- 
plain the nature of his labors, prepared a highly interesting report, giving a 
succinct account of the manner of driving the gallery and its lateral branches; 
the nature of the soil encountered ; the construction and dimensions of the 
chambers ; the charging and tamping, with other interesting facts connected 
with the history of the mine from its first inception to its completion. The 
main gallery was 510.8 feet, and each of the lateral galleries 37.5 feet; radius 
of crater 25 feet. The work commenced June 25, and finished July 23. 

The different engineering operations, which had been pushed forward night 
and day, were fast progressing towards completion ; the several batteries, con- 
structed with the utmoi^t care and in the highest order of professional skill, had 
received their armaments of guns and mortars, and only waited the moment 
to play a conspicuous part in whatever steps might be taken, either offensive or 
defensive. On the 26th the 2d corps received marching orders, and crossed the 
Appomattox and James to Deep Bottom to co-operate with the army of the 
James ; Lieutenant Howell was directed to accompany the movement, and 
remained with the command until it returned on the night of the 29th to par- 
ticipate in the arrangements for the grand assault upon the enemy's work. In- 
structions were issued on that day, by the commanding general, for the guid- 
ance of all in the contemplated attack ; and, in accordance with these, engineer 
ofiicers were assigned to duty with each corps. 

On the morning of the 30th the mine was exploded, although not at the ap- 
pointed hour. The result proved it a decided success ; for in its cmter were 
swallowed up several guns, a large number of men — an entire regiment — be- 
sides destroying a part of the enemy's line. The dimensions of the crater 
proved to be two hundred feet long and fifty feet wide, the explosion charge 
Deing eight thousand pounds. The grand assault was made, and the attacking 
column reached the enemy's line; it failed, though, to accomplish its purpose. 
Orders were issued to discontinue operations during the day. 

This report does not intend to furnish more than a general outline of the va- 
rious duties performed by the different ofiicers of the engineer corps who were 
during the campaign connected with the army of the Potomac. As far as it has 
been in Col. Michler's power he has endeavored to portray faithfully the ex- 
tent of their labors ; many omissions may have been made in enumerating them, 
but these may be rectified in a subsequent and more detailed account of that 
most interesting period. 
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Colonel Micbler states that he has not deemed it proper or right to dwell upon 
the exact character of the duties performed hj the senior engineer»Major James 
C. Duane, only casually having mentioned them in a few cases where they accom- 
panied each other on different reconnoissanccs. He hopes that Major Duane's 
health will soon permit him to prepare an accurate statement of the engineering 
operations performed by him and under his direction. Until then he hopes 
what has now been presented will prove acceptable. Believing it would af- 
ford Major Duane great pleasure, Col. Michler respectfully requests the favor- 
able attention of the major general commanding to the important services ren- 
dered by the officers of both the regular and volunteer engineers. They 
labored faithfully and earnestly to attend to the respective duties assigned 
them, and, it is believed, with great credit and honor to themselves and to that 
arm of the service to which they belong. It is hoped a proper acknowledg- 
ment will be made them for the active part taken by them during that most 
trying period from the crossing of the Rapidan to the assault on Petersburg. — 
(See plans Nos. 11 and 12.) 

Upon the explosion of the mine and failure of the assault the troops engaged 
were directed on the following day to resume their previous positions to a great 
extent, some few changes being ordered for the purpose of reducing their fronts 
and establishing reserves for ulterior movements. The plan of the siege by 
regular approaches having been abandoned, Colonel Michler was directed at the 
same time to '* make such a disposition of the lines then occupied by the corps 
as would enable them to be held by a diminished force," and therefore determined 
to select an interior line, to consist of some few detached enclosed works, subse- 
quently to be connected by lines of infantry parapets. The first line selected 
was one lying on very commanding ground, and extending from the present 
Fort Sedgwick to the Rushmore House, immediately opposite Fort Clifton, one 
of the enemy's works on the Appomattox, at the head of navigation for large 
sea-going vessels, passing near the Avery, Friends, Dunn, and Jordan houses ; 
this being considered too far to the rear of the then advanced position, and ap- 
parently yielding too much ground, for the possession of which such desperate 
fighting had taken place, he finally chose an intermediate one, and sites for 
Forts Rice, Mickle, Morton, Haskell, Stead man, and McGilvery were selected, 
and the intervening batteries and lines located. It had also been decided to 
enlarge and strengthen the lunette, the site of which is now occupied by Fort 
Sedgwick. By direction of Lieutenant General Grant the supervision of the 
line in front of the 18th corps had also been placed under his direction. 
The construction of these different works was pushed rapidly forward by night, 
under the immediate charge of Captains Gillespie and Harwood and Lieuten- 
ants Howell, Benyaurd, and Lydecker, as much so as the sparsity of officers, 
the extreme heat of the weather, and the heavy and constant artillery fire of 
the enemy would permit. 

Several officers of the corps of engineers, including Captains Mendell, Turn- 
bull, and Farquhar, had been -ordered away from the army on other duty, and 
some of the lieutenants were absent on sick leave. By the 20th of August the 
works were so near completion as to be in readiness for the contemplated move- 
ment on the Petersburg and Weldon railroad. After the successful advance and 
bolding of that most important thoroughfare, he was directed to select positions 
for large works on or near that road for the protection of the left flank of the 
army, and also to connect them by a system of redoubts with Fort Sedgwick* 
On the 26th of August, in connexion with the disposition of troops then made, 
orders were given him to ** proceed at once to the construction of the redoubts 
proposed for the left of the line on the Weldon railroad, and of the works at the- 
Burnt Chimney and the Strong house,** now designated Forts Dushane, Wads- 
worth, Howard, and Alex. Hays. 

The construction of these works and intermediate batteries, connected by in- 
fantry parapets, was immediately commenced, under the more immediate charge 
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of Lieutenants Howell, Benyanrd, and Lydecker, and was afterwards turned 
over to Captains Folwell and McDonnell, 50th New York volunteer engineers. 
Owing to the bad condition of the roads during the late move, the commanding 
general directed that a line should be selected for a military railroad from the 
depot at City Point to the intersection of the Weldon railroad, at or near the 
Tellow Tavern, for the more certain and rapid transportation of supplies. The 
laying of this road was placed in charge of the construction corps of the chief 
quartermaster of the armies operating against Richmond. The soil contains a 
great quantity of sand, and at times becomes almost impassable. 

By the 7th of September the interior portions of the works last referred to 
were well advanced, sufficiently so to be occupied in case of an attack by the 
enemy, and obstructions, consisting of wire entanglements, abatis, fraises, and 
slashing generally of the timber along the entire front, had been prepared. Many 
miles of corduroy roads and bridges had been built by the 50th New York 
volunteer engineers for the convenience of and more direct communication be- 
tween the different corps of the army. 

During the first few days of September he also selected sites for different 
works, and traced a line from the bastiun work (Fort Dushane,) on the Wel- 
don railroad, to the rear of the camps of the armies operating against Peters- 
burg, its left resting on the Blackwater swamp, near Fort Bross ; these were 
designed to guard against any movement of the enemy on the three large and 
important thoroughfares, the Jerusalem plank, the Norfolk stage, and Halifax 
roads. The several redoubts then laid out and commenced were subsequently 
named Davison, McMahon, Stevenson, Blaisdell, and Kelly. 

In his report for the week ending on the 17th of September he reported that 
along every portion of the line, from the Appomattox river, below Petersburg, 
to the Weldon railroad, and thence back to the Blackwater swamp, work was 
progressing rapidly ; the length of the line at that time was over sixteen miles, and 
along it had been constructed, or were in course of construction nineteen forts 
and redoubts, and forty-one batteries ; in addition to the labor on these works, 
including the obstructions in their front, bomb-proofs, magazines, and drainage 
in the interior, nearly two thousand yards of roads and one-third of the covered 
ways had been " corduroyed,'* and six thousand seven hundred square feet of 
substantial bridging built ; the old intrenched lines were also being levelled. 
These labors were continued during the following week, the officers and men of 
the regular battalion of engineers, and of the 50th New York volunteer engineers, 
having the construction of them. At the same time his attention, under in- 
structions from the commanding general, was directed to the examination of 
the country in reference to a defensive line from Blackwater swamp, near Prince 
George Court House, north, towards Old Court house, or Bailey's creek, the 
latter a deep impassable stream, emptying within a few miles of that point into 
the James river. 

This line, in connexion with that already in course of construction, com- 

Sleted the chain of works from the Appomattox, below Petersburg, to the Wel- 
on railroad, and thence back to the James river, adding nine miles to ita length, 
making twenty -five miles in all, the flanks resting on the two rivers, and with 
them entirely encircling the army of the Potomac. (See plan No. 12.) 

The sites of five works were traced, and work commenced upon three of 
them. At the same time he was directed to confer with Lieutenant Colonel 
Benham, corps of engineers, (brigadier general volunteers,) in command of the 
immediate defences of City Point, in regard to a short line extending from the 
Court House on Bailey's creek, north towards the Appomattox, to cover and pro- 
tect against any sudden attack of cavalry the depot at that point. 

On the 21 St a circular from headquarters army of the Potomac directed that 
" the armaments and garrisons def^ignated for the forts be regarded as perma- 
nent, to be moved only when specially directed." 
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By the 26tb the military railroad was completed, opened for travel, and 
placed in charge of the provost marshal general of the army. 

On the 28th, in company with the chief of artillery, he made a general in- 
spection of the whole line, and found the work progressing most satisfactorily. 
Duing the evening of the same day orders were issued for certain dispositions 
and arrangements of the troops to be made, and that the whole army should be 
in readiness to move before daylight on the following morning. The corps 
commanders were directed to "hold in view the contingency of the withdrawal 
of their troops from the rifle-pits connecting the enclosed works, leaving the 
line from the Appomattox to Fort Davison to be held by the redoubts and 
enclosed batteries, and the further contingency o{ withdrawing entirely from 
the intrenchments." 

In consequence of this projected movement, instructions were immediately 
pven to the officers of engineers to suspend all operations on the different field- 
works in course of construction, and to Itold their commands and the pontoon 
trains in readiness to obey further instructions. 

The active operations of the army were successfully advanced some few 
miles to the left or west of the Weldon railroad during the 29th and 30th of 
September and 1st and 2d of October, causing a corresponding extension of 
the lines. On the morning of the latter, after the repulse of the enemy in his 
fiital attack, it having been determined to hold on to the position, lie was ordered 
to select a new line to connect the advanced point near the Pegram house with 
Fort Wads worth, and locate the necessary intermediate works ; the tracing, pro- 
filing and construction of them was immediately commenced. 

Before daylight on the momint]^ of the 4th, by direction of the commanding 
preueral, he made a recoininissance for the purpose of selecting a line to be re- 
fused from the left flank towards the rear, and to be connected with Fort Dushane. 
The sites of several new redoubts were established, the connecting lines traced, 
and with large details their construction immediately commenced. 

By this extension to the west of the Weldon railroad, eleven additional en- 
closed works, Keene, Urmston, Cawakey, Fisher, Welch, Gregg, Curomings, 
Sampson, £mory, Seibert and Clark, and several batteries, were link* d with the 
already formidable cordon that surrounded the army. The length of this por- 
tion of the line is nearly seven miles, making a continuous stretch of twenty-ihree 
mi es of earth-work fmm the right on the .'Xppcmattoxto the lift on the Black- 
water swamp. Adding to this the section from the latter to the James river, 
the line measures more than thirty-two miles, comprising thirty-six forts and 
fifty batteries. In addition to these, there were eight other enclosed works 
along the inner line of the defence of City Point. 

The incredibly short time in which those to the west of the Jerusalem plank- 
road were built, surprised the officers of our own army. The sites of the works 
were only seh cted on the 2d and 4th of the month ; still the weekly report tf 
the 8th states that they were already nearly completed. 

To the officers of the corps of engineers then present, under his orders, 
Harwood. Gillespie, Howell, Benyaurd, Lydeckerand Phillips, and to th -se of 
the 50th New Yoik volunteer engineers, under the immediate command of Lieu- 
tenant Colonel J. Span! ding, and to the men of their respective detachments, 
mn^t l>e given the credit for the immense amount of work accomplished. 

The works were well constructed and finished, and the infantry parapets are 
M strong as t hey could be made to answer a useful purpose. The artificial strength 
of the line was to a great extent increased by the naturally strong position chosen 
to resist any attack or assault by the enemy. 

On the 4th of the same month, notwithstanding the few officers of the corps that 
remained on duty, he was compelled to send Lieutenant Phillips to report to 
General Benham to assist in constructing the line in front of City Point; the 
latter was about three miles in length, comprising eight small redoubts. 
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On the 12th, the commanding general directed Colonel Michler to make an 
examination of that part of the line extending between Forts Hays and Fidher, 
to ascertain whether said line could be shortened, and to ftirnisha written report 
for Lieutenant General Grant's information. As no particular advantage could be 
gained and a considerable amount of work would be required, he reported un- 
favorably. 

The weekly report, dated October 22, informs the general-in-chief, "that 
the wh( lie line occupied by the arniy of the Potomac was entirely constructed and 
in a defensible conaition ; some minor details still required attention; additional 
obstacles, palisades, and fraiscs in 'connexion with the abatis and wire entangle- 
ments had been rapidly pushed forward every night to strengthen it " In con- 
sequence of reports that the enemy were driving galleries at different pnints to 
undermine several works, he directed shafts to be sunk within them and listen- 
ing galleries to be run out as precautionary measures, although no indications 
were found to exist after a most careful personal examination. 

On the 16th, accompanied by Captain Gillespie and Lieutenant Benyaurd, 
he examined critically the ground between Fort McGilvery and a point opposite 
Fort Clifton, to ascertain the strength (»f the enemy's position, and whether any 
new works were in course of construction, as well as to decide upon the possibility 
of forcing a passage of the river and severing his communication by rail with 
Richmond. 

On the 20th, by direction of the commanding general, he visited City Point 
in company with the Medical Director of the army for the purpose of selecting 
the ground for a general iield hospital. An advantageous place was found on 
the bluff overlooking the James, between the railroad and Bailey's creek. Be- 
side the convenience of locality, it possessed the advantage of retirement and 
security, as well as that of health. Fine springs burst forth here and there from 
the banks suflScient to supply every want. 

The names of the different works of the line to the west of the Weldon 
railroad, and of that in front of City Point, were selected from among those of 
the many distinguished officers who were killed in action during the recent cam- 
paigns, nobly fighting their country's battles, — and so given in plan No. 12. 

On the morning of the 24th of October two new redoubts were ordered to be 
thrown up at points he had previously selected — the one between the Norfolk 
road and the Avery house, the other near the Friends' house — from both of 
which positions command was had over the main line of works. These were 
sufficiently far advanced for the movement ordered to commence on the after- 
noon of the 26th. The latter, in which the greater part of the army participated, 
continued through the 27th and 28th, extending west across Hatcher's run, and 
reaching along and south of it as fir as the Boydtoii plank-road, where the 
latter crosses the stream at Burgess's mill. 

During the afternoon of the last day the different commands returned to their 
old camps. The engineer troops were then engaged along the entire line, in re- 
pairing damagt^s, adding obstructions, driving galleries, and in every conceivable 
way rendering the line as strong as possible. 

On the 7th of November he was directed by the majt»r general commanding 
the army of the Potomac " to furnish General Benham, ooromanding defences 
of City Point, with the project of the line of intrenchments from Prince 
George Court House to Old Court House, and also to indicate what was neces- 
sary to be done to connect the right of that line with the rear intrenchments 
resting on the Blackwater." 

In consequence of a contemplated movement, he h id been compelled to 
suspend work upon that section of the defensive line, and its construction was 
subsequently turned over to the above-named officer. 

By the 12th of the same month, the lines being completed, both as regards 
their external and internal arrangements, the following extract from Special 
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Orders No. 306, Headquarters Army of the Potomac, of the same date, was 
issued for the information of all concerned : 

**The attention of corps commanders is called to the necessity of preserving 
in good order the intrench men ts front and rear, with the ahatis, slashings and 
other defences. •**••••*•• 

" The chief engineer officer will inspect the lines, both front and rear, from time 
to t.me, and report to these headquarters any failure to keep the same in good 
order, or any destruction of the defences." 

From this time forward the engineer troops were principally occupied during 
the winter in attending to the needed repairs of the forts and batteries, in keep- 
ing in order the several corduroy roads, in overhauling and placing in good con- 
dition the pontoon trains, in constructing huts for winter quarters, and in build- 
ing stabling for the large number of animals required for the transportation of 
the tool and bridge trains. / 

The temporary quiet of the army wa'fe again interrupted for several days. On 
the 6th of December, by direction of the commanding general, an engineer offi- 
cer, with a battalion of engineer troops and one hundred and fifty feet of can- 
vas bridging, was directed to accompany the 5th corps during the movement of 
the latter south along the Weldon railroad, and subsequently all, both regular 
and volunteer, were called upon to be under arms to take part in the same opera- 
tion. Orders were issued at the same time that all camps located, as well as 
huts, corrals, or other structures erected in the vicinity of the lines of defence, 
either in front or rear, which, in the judgment of the engineer, interfered with 
the proper defence of the works, should he immediately removed. Preparations 
were also made to move, if necessary, all surplus property and the sick in hos- 
pitals to within the lines of City Point. Arrangements in regard to the further 
disposition of troops were directed in the event of a general move ; those not 
previously designated for holding the intrenched lines to be formed into a mov- 
able column, under the immediate orders of the commanding officer of the 
2d corps. All work not necessary for the defence of the position held by the 
army was suspended. The movement had scarcely commenced when, in conse- 
quence of severe storms of rain, accompanied with sleet, the army was finally 
compelled to return to its old position, some considerable damage having been 
effected along the line of the railroad. 

Comparative quiet again reigned throughout the army, with the exception of 
the attempt of the enemy's iron-clads to come down the James river on the 24th 
of January, 1865, until the 4th of February, when a movement of- the cavalry 
was or«lered for the following day, to be supported by the 5th and 2d corps. 

The cavalry successfully captured a email train of the enemy on the Boydton 
plank-road, and entered Dinwiddie Court House. 

In consequence of the destruction of a bridge over Hatcher's run, the 5th 
corps was detained for several hours in crossing, and the former, not being sup- 
ported, fell back. A severe attack was made upon the 2d corps, but was 
repulsed, and little more was effected on that day. On the following morning 
(6th) the 5th corps was ordered to pass the stream at the crossing on the 
Vaughan road and take up position to the left of the 2d, the cavalry pro- 
tecting its flank. 

Some severe fighting took place during the day. Early on the same morning 
he had been sent to select a line between Fort Sampson and Armstrong's mill, 
and choose sites for works to hold and command the crossing at the latter place 
and the one on the Vaughan road. On the 7th orders were issued to intrench 
the line, but on the following day were so modified as to cause the line to be 
run direct from Fort Sampson to the Vaughan road crossing. The length of 
this addition to the intrenched line 8 nearly four miles, making the front line 
from the Appomattox to Hatcher's run fifteen miles of continuous earthworks. 
Heavy storms of rain and sleet again disturbed this movement. 
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With the exception of the attack on Fort Steadman on the 2*5 th of March, and 
its temporary occupancy by the enemy, no event of importance occurred until 
the inauguration of the campaign on the 28th of the same month. The dis- 
tance from Battery No. 10, adjoining Fort Steadman, to the point of the enemy's 
line, (Colquit's salient,) immediately opposite, is only six hundred and thirteen 
feet between the main works, the shorte^tt distance between the two at 
any point, excepting at Elliott's salient, (the locality of the mine.) The picket- 
lines of the two armies were only four hundred and thirty-five feet apart, those 
of the enemy only a few feet in front of his main works ; one of the advanced 
Union pickets was only separated two hundred and five feet from his opposite 
neighbor, a narrow boyau leading to his pit from the main line. Without the 
exercise of the most uuiring vigilance on the part of the picket and the garri- 
son, any sudden dash at the first early dawn <>f the morning might prove mo- 
mentarily successful ; but a position so well flanked by adjacent batteries, and 
commanded by others in its rear, proved, so untenable as to cause the enemy to 
be most severely punished for his temerity, and to compel him to relinquish the 
object of an attack for which no reasonable explanation can be made. 

Before proceeding further, he calls attention to the topographical department 
of the army of the Potomac. 

Owing to the limited degree of information which could be obtained, either 
from published maps or inquiries made of the inhabitants — the latter generally 
being averse and in most cases unable from ignorance to impart it, even in rela- 
tion to the particular localities in which they lived — his assistants had a labori- 
ous although an interesting duty. They have not only been constantly engaged 
in following up every movement, and in most cases acting as guides to the dif- 
ferent columns of troops, thereby obtaining a most reliable knowledge of the 
country by actual experience, but have been compelled to anticipate the geo- 
graphical wants of a large army ever in motion by constant and careful re 
searches. 

* In order to be able to furnish the necessary data upon which to base the dif- 
ferent military combinations, and thereby being made responsible to a great ex- 
tent for the information upon which the commanding general was able to hy- 
pothecate a reasonable degree of success in the execution of his plans, the 
department had necessarily to be ever active and always exact. 

The engineer bureau has been furnished from time to time with the many 
maps supplied the officers of armies operating against Richmond and Peters- 
burg, including those of the campaigns from the Rapidan to the Appomattox; 
that of the carefully surveyed plan of the lines occupied during tne siege of 
Petersburg ; the several sheets representing the country adjacent to the latter 
city, and also about Richmond, comprising the several lines of the enemy for 
the defence of the capital ; and also copies of those prepared in anticipation, 
and upon which were based the movements which terminated so successfully 
and gloriously the last grand campaign of April, 1865. 

On the 27th of March certain movements of the several corps of the army of 
the Potomac were ordered to commence at an early hour of the 29th. On the 
28th the instructions of the previous day were somewhat modified, but at the 
appointed time the several columns were in motion. 

A pontoon train accompanied the 5th corps to enable it to cross Hatcher's 
run, and subsequently remained there. for the passage of the general trains. 
The 2d coi*ps, which had been replaced by a portion of the 24th along 
the intrenched line heretofore occupied by it, crossed by the bridge on the 
Vaughan road. The cavalry passed over by a bridge still further down, at 
Malone's crossing, and movea towards Dinwiddie Court House. 

In gaining their position but little opposition was encountered ; one division 
of the 5th had a spirited engagement on the Quaker road, and handsomely re- 
pulsed the enemy. 



REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR. 941 

On the 30tb, the 2d and 5th corps advanced their lines to beyond the junction 
of the Quaker and Boydton plank road, driving the enemj into his main 
works ; the two lines were within easy artillery range ; the right of the 2d 
now rested on Hatcher's run, near the Crow house ; a division of the 24th 
corps crossed the run and connected the right of the 2d with the tcte depont 
on the Vanghan road; both lines were intrenched. 

During the night previous and throughout the whole of this day the rain 
poured down in torrents. The roads had become impassable for wagons and ar- 
tillery and the engineer troops were engaged in corduroying them and in re- 
building bridges over Hatcher's and Gravelly runs. 

The wagon-train stuck fast in the mud. The cavalry had to be sent back by 
divisions to the terminus of the military railroad to replenish their supplies of 
rations, the wagons not being able to come up to them. 

During the night of the 30th the 2d corps extended its front to the left» 
along the Boydton plank road, resting its flank on Gravelly run. On the morn- 
ing of the following day an unsuccessful effort was made by the *5th corps to 
drive the enemy from the White O .k road ; subsequently, upon being re-enfoi-ced, 
the attack was renewed, and possession gained of that road. 

Towards evening the cavalry had repulsed and held in check, in front of 
Dinwiddie Court House, a superior force of the enemy. During the night of that 
day, the 31st, the 5th corps was sent to the assistance of the cavalry. From 
the commencement of the movement he had accompanied the commanding 
general over different parts of the field, in readiness to execute such instructions 
as might be given, ana on the 1st of April, by his direction, rode along and in- 
spected the lines from Hatcher's run toward the west. '1 he evening of that day 
witnessed a most brilliant engagement on the left, in which both the cavalry and 
the 5th corps participated, the enemy along that* immediate front having been 
conipleti»ly routed. 

I'liis glorious news was communicated throughout the army, and orders were 
issued that a simultaneous attack should be made at different points along the 
entire length of the intrenched line at four o'clock on the following morning. 
The grand assault of the 2d of April was made, and the exterior line of the 
enemy's works penetrated and possession gained of the larger portion of them. 
The enemy having been pieic(*d at his centre and divided, one portion was 
driven within an interior line of works immediately encircling the city, and the 
other moved off from the White Oak along the Claiborne road, rapidly pursued 
bj a division of the 2d corps. The line of the army extended at noon of 
that day from the Appomattox, above Petersburg, to the Appomattox below, the 
two flanks resting on the river. 

Colonel Michler was at that time ordered to rectify this line if necessary, and 
later in the day to select a site for a pontoon bridge across the river, and posi- 
tions for batteries to command the crossing and protect passage of the. army in 
the event of the retreat of the enemy. 

Early on the morning of the 3d it was ascertained that the enemy had evac- 
uated the city of Petersburg, and orders of march were immediately issued to 
the different corps to follow ib pursuit. The roads were found in wretched con- 
dition, and a great deal of corduroying and bridging had to be done. About noon 
on the 5th he was ordered to proceed in advance of the 2d and 6th corps to 
report to General Sheridan, who had arrived with the cavalry and 5th corps 
at Jetersville on the previous evening, to consult with him in regard to the 
position to be taken by the army in anticipation of an expected attack by the 
enemy, it being reported that his whole force was concentrating at Amelia (yourt 
Hou»»e. His line of retreat towards Danville had been cut off, and it was pre- 
sumed he would venture a heavy battle to regain it. In company with the 
general he rode over the line, and by the direction of the general the troops 
were posted as they arrived ; a part of the line of battle had been pnviousli/ 
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intrtnched, and work was commenced on other portions ; the anticipated fight, 
however, did not take place. 

On the following day (6th) the army of the Potomac was pot in motion in 
three parallel columns towards Amelia Court House to attack the enemy, hut the 
cavalry having early ascertained that he was endeavoring to escape by Deca- 
tursvilie towards Farroville, the direction of the line of march was immediately 
changed ; the ^d moved directly on the former place, and in a short time 
came upon and commenced a bri»k skirmish with the retreating force, and con- 
tiuued to drive him until night closed the operation ; the 5th corps was shifted 
to the right flank and took the road to Pineville. 

Colonel Michler was directed to report the change of movement and explain its 
object to the commanding officer of the 6th corps. Uis column was counter- 
marched and thrown from the right to the left flank. After retracing its steps 
through Jetersville, and passing some two miles beyond the village, it left the 
main turnpike and followed a road which he had found leading towards the 
northwest, and by which the troops moving along it were absolutely certain of 
striking the flank of the retreating army. The entire cavalry force was operat- 
ing on the same flank. 

)iy night the battle of Sailor's creek was fought, which will long be remem- 
bered as one of the most brilliant and successful affairs of the war. It was, in 
fact, the last desperate engagement between these two armies. 

On the 7th of April the pursuit was continued. The enemy having succeeded 
in crossing the Appomattox at Farmville and High Bridge, he succeeded in 
destroying all the bridges at the former place, but failed in his efforts to damage 
the common road bridge at the latter crossing ; three spans of the railroad 
bridge (Richmond and Danville road) were burnt ; this structure is two thousand 
four hundred feet long and one hundred and twenty-five fe§t high. The enemy 
made some slight resistance at both these places and also on the Lynchburg 
plank road, at a point about four miles beyond Farmville. 

The naturally very strong position at high bridge was rendered additionally 
sb by several redoubts which had been built there some time previous, for the 
protection of the bridge against cavalry raids. 

On the 8th the 2d and 6th corps followed along the stage-road to Lynch- 
burg, whilst the 5th, 24th and cavalry corps pursued ; the one by Hampton 
Sydney College and Prospect Stations towards Appomattox Court House. 

During the day he returned to Farmville to hasten the construction of some 
additional pontoon bridges, and rejoined the major general commanding on the 
main road. On the previous evening Lieutenant General Grant had demanded 
the surrender of General Lee, to avoid the further effusion of blood. No skirrawh- 
ing had taken place during the day, although the one army was close on the 
rear of the other. 

About noon on the 9th, in consequence of the negotiations in regard to the 
surrender which were pending and exchanged under flags of truce between the 
generals commanding the respective armies, the advance of the army of the 
Potomac, still engaged in pursuit, when within three miles of Appomattox 
Court House was ordered to halt and await the issue of the proceedings. The 
other column had, by rapid marching, succeeded in passing around and con- 
fronting the head of that of the enemy at the latter place. 

The few Jiours of anxious suspense were happily compensated by the glori- 
ous tidings which were soon proclaimed throughout the army, announcing " the 
surrender of the army of northern Virginia.** 

On the following day the army commenced a retrograde movement towards 
Burke's Station, where it remained in camp until ordered to take up its fihal 
march towards Washington, D. C. 

On the 14th of April Colonel Michler was detached from the staff of the 
commanding general of the army of the Potomac, and directed, in conformity 
with instructions from Lieutenant General Grant, to proceed to Petersburg, in 
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order to essmine and direct mililary enrveys of the respective intrenched posi- 
tiona held by the two opposing armies during tlie eiege, and prepare plans of 
the ume, comfajned with a detailed and accurate topographical map of the 
adjacent country; also to assume charge of tlie surveya of the difffrent battle- 
fielda and lines of operations from the James river to Appomattox Court 

By tlie 30tb of June, the termination of the fiscal year for which this report 
is called, the field-work had been tar advanced, but in consequence of the neces- 
sity t'f continuing during favorable weather the survey of tlie several hundred 
square miles through which it extende, little or no office duty was accompliKbed — 
only snfficient drawing to answer necessary purposes at the time; and conse- 
quently the maps at that time were not sufficiently far advanced, and could not 
exhibit ibe large amount and the nature of the work accomplished. 



Karratire colla'fdjrom reporf of Md^or Ment!e/l.ii 

PO.NTOON TRAINS. 

Tbe companies of the United States engineer bntAllion with the army of the 
Potomac were under ihe immediate command of Major Meadell, of the corps of 
engineers, with Captain Turnbull. Lieutenants Mackenzie, Benyanrd, Howell, 
Cayler and Heap, whose services, with the men under their command, are given 
in Major Michler'a reports. 

Tbe pontoon trains for service in ihe field, and to accompany the several army 
corps, were under tbe command of Lieutenant Colonel Spaulding, of the AOtJi 
New York volunteers. The services rendered by this branch of the engineer 
department were indispensable to the success of the army. Without these 
traofportable bridges, the armies could not have moved through a country in- 
tersected with namerouB rivers, wide and deep, and oftentimes with rapid cur- 
rents, as well as ebb and flood tides. The material of this branch of our service 
i^ modelled from the French wooden trains and the Russian canvax trains. 
Tbe*c trains, parti cnlai ly that wiib light canvas boats, have, during this war, 
for the first time been proved advantageous and efficient and adapted to our 
country. They have been very generslly nsed by the armies in ihe west and 
»uih, as well as the armies in the east. The officers having charge of these 
trains and their construction have devised and adopted many useful modilica- 
l)»iis in the details. Lieutenant Colonel Spaulding has added much to these 
nodilii^ improvements. The accumpanytug tabular statement from bis report 
will exemplify the use and value of this indispensable branch of the engineer 
wvite. 
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From the above «tatpnicnt, it appears tliat the total aamb t of pontoon bridg 
bi)i)t ivAB thirty-ciglit, and their aggregate length six thousand fonr huudri 
and firtj'-eight (6,45S) feet. 

During the whole time covered by this report he believes the pontoon tnui 
have been promptly on time when ordered, ibe bridgirB rapidly and ekilfnl 
built, and all other engineering aperalionii of the coinmund faithfully perfonae 

Whatever credit may be awarded to thin i« mainly due to the energy ai 
ekill of the officers in immediate chai^ of the several works, and to the le 
ous and faithful co-operation of the men under their command. 



Karrathe from tht report of Limtmant P. S. Michie, corps nf enginrt 
brevet brigadier general 0/ volunteers, to General Delqfield, Chirf Enyint 
United S'a'e* Armii, dated \Oth October, 1SG5, 

(See plans Nos. 11 end 13.) The army of the James, consisting of I 
10th and ISlh army corps, (and subsequently of the iJ4th and 25tli.} go 
manded by Major General B. F. Butler, occupied a defensive position acn 
the jienineula of Bermuda Hundred on a line six thouijand and fifty-eight yai 
long, its right rei<ting on the James river about one mile below the Uowl 
house, and its left ou the Appomattox river, on the high ground across t 
creek, from and on the high ground overlooking Port Walthall. 

This defensive line, from its position, was unusuully strong. With its flan 
resting on and protected by two rivers, and its front of attack being diminish 
tn about one-fourth of it!« length, because of impassable ravines, it wan ca[>a1 
of being held by a much inferior force tlian the enemy were requir<-d to ke 
in its front. But it bad ulso its disadvantages ; for the enemy intrenched 
a line approaching not nearer tlian eight hundred yards, with flanks as seer 
as ours, and a front made unassailable by means of all the obstacles known 
field defence, and thus effectually closed to our forces there every avenue to 
damage to the railroad and turnpike, which were the lines of com muni cation to t 
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I <tf the rebd army and the avennee (o th^ ea^tal. The podtioa of the 
lines ia pvm below in the sketch. 



In addition to the line above descrihed there Vas a etrong work throirn np 
a Spring Hill, on the aonth side of the Appomattox river, jnat oppoaite Point 
60w 



946 REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR. 

of Bocks, and alao Btrong works at Wilson's wharf and Fort Powhattan, ontk 
James river, all of which were constructed and garrisoned by detachment 
from this army. 

ITiese latter commanded the channel of the river at very important pointi 
and ou their occupation depended the uniuterrupted supply of the **armiea ope 
rating against Richmond." 

Brigadier General Godfrey Weitzel, United States volunteers, captain Unite 
States engineers, was the senior engineer of this army until October, 1864, ba 
in consequence of his illness in August, the duties of his office devolved npa 
General Michie. 

July. — ^No engineering operations of any importance were carried on durinj 
this month. Attention was principally directed to strengthening the line 
already laid out, in building water batteries for 100-pounder guns for th 
defence of Trent's Reach, and in genenil repairs to the line. During thi 
month there was const^int picket firing all tdung the front, constant surprifle 
on pai't of both forces of the picket lines, and attempts to gain ground toward 
each other. 

A signal tower one hundred and twenty feet high was built at Point o 
Rocks, from the top of which could be sei*n the Richmond and Petersburg raQ 
road and turnpike. This gave us the means of obtaining a great deal of inform 
ation, and must have impressed the enemy with this idea, for they established 
acaseuiated battery of three Whitworth rifled field guns for the special purposed 
firing at this tower, hut one shot of all fired at it stnick it, and that onlji 
spUntered one of the posts without damaging the tower itself. 

AuguAt. — On the 3d of August a pontoon bridge ^ve hundred and sixty feci 
long was built on the Appomattox river at Broadway landing, for the passage 
of the 2d army corps. 

A second signal tower one hundred and twenty-six feet high, and capable o 
being made forty feet higher, wjis built on the right flank of the line, on th( 
high bluft* known as ** Crow Neet,** James river, opposite Aikin's. From the to] 
of this could be seen the Kiclimond and Petersburg turnpike, and the cross- 
roads connecting the main roads which ran to Richmond on the north side ol 
the James river. A lookout constantly stationed here gave information of the 
.enemy's movements. ^ 

Major General Butler having conceived the idea of cutting a canal acro« 
the peninsula known as Dutch Gap, to pass iroii-clads and other war vessels 
through to avoid Trent's Reach and the Howlett battery, and the idea receinag 
the wann support of the then commander of the navy in the river, a sur\*cy ci 
the locality was made by his direction. 

From the sketch given below it will be seen that the river widens from four 
hundred feet at the Howlett house to twenty-seven hundred at Trent's Reach. 
As a consequence, at the latter place the channel becomes narrower and phJ- 
lower, and at ordinary high water vessels drawing twelve feet ten inches w 
water can pass under favorable circumstances, but the channel was efit^ctnally 
blocked by the powerful battery Dantzler at the Howlett house, which had » 
plunging fire upon the whole channel from Trent's Reach up to within a few hun- 
dred yards of tlie Howlett house. This battery had also embrasures cut to look 
up the river, to give a fire in i*ear in case any vessel was successful in passing the 
heavy fire of its front. 

The survey of Dutch Gap showed a centre section line five hundred sO" 
twenty-two feet long, from a point in the channel on the south to a point m 
the channel on the north, fift(jen feet deep. The highest point on this centrt 
line was tliirty-eigbt feet and five-tenths above high-water mark, and the lowest 
four feet, which was at the SQUth mouth. On a line sixty feet from this centrt 
line, on (hither side, the ground rose to forty-two and eight-tenths feet at th< 
north mouth, and to eleven and four- tenths feet on the south. The differenci 
of water-level was ten and one- tenth inches, taken at extreme low tide 
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■wing the natnisl fall of the river between these points to bu twu and 
'hundredths inchee to the mile. To all appearances the soit offered no 
h\e difficulticB for excavation, although it was mmoied that the James 




mite, which outcropped a mile above the loiv-er mouth and a mile and a 
nr, Toold be met with beneath the upper etrata, and cause a complete 
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Tbc strata met with were aa folIowB, viz : yellow Virginia brick day for 
twelve feet ; layer of coarse sand and gravel two to four feet ; half an inch to 
two inches bog iron ore ; layer of pebbh^s and large gravel two feet, then harl 
blue clay, or hard pan, containing a large quantity of sulphnret of iron, or iroa 
pyritcp. This latter stratum wan never exhausted, and the bottom and sides of 
the canal were chisolled out of this, pre:?enting as smooth and compact a sorfaoe 
as if built with masonry. In round numbcns, there were about forty -eight thou- 
sand cubic yards to be excavated — tlie canal to be sixty feet wide at high 
water, forty feet wide at bottom, and fifteen feet deep. 

It is a question whether this project, one of the simplest in civil engineering, 
would have been of any advantage other than to bring our navy a few nules 
further up the river ; for after it was commenced, it was well known that other 
and nearly as powerful batteries lined both banks of the James river, command- 
ing almost impassable obstacles, and ready to do their share in disputing the 
passage to the rebel capital. And besides, it was an ascertained fact that the 
river was filled with torpedoes of the most delicate construction, most painfvl 
evidence of which we had in the destruction of three of our vessels in reaching 
the position then occupied. If any advantage could have accrurtd to as from 
this canal in a military point of view, it would be a maximum only by keeping 
it a profound secret. ^ 

The excavation being ordered to proceffd, ground was broken on the 9th Al^ 
gust, and immediately thereafter the enemy begjm the constant annoyance with 
their rifle and mortar batteries, which ended only with the suspiMision of labor 
on the canal, Januarv 1, IStJ;"). Th«Te wert^ thrown in the vicinity of the work* 
ing parties over twenty thousand shells during the whole period of the work 
The canal was excavated mainly by soldiers and partly by dredges. Thektter 
were old and almost worn out, and were worked by civilians, who did not come 
up to their promises, being driven off and frightened by the enemy's shells. Not 
more than six thousand to seven thousand cubic yards were removed by the 
dredges, which were promised to remove four hundred cubic yards every ten 
hours. They worked from the south mouth two hundred feet up into the canal, 
where an embankment separated the part on which the soldiers were working 
from the lower half. 

The whole canal, except an embankment at the north mouth to protect against 
direct firing, was excavated to the required dimensions. The soil was veiT 
favorable below high-water mark. It was the •* hard pan" of minersy a hard, 
stiff blue cl.iy, perfectly impervious to, and insoluble in, water. Whatever leak- 
age took place through the strata of sand and gravel was removed by a steaffl 
pump. 

About the middle of December the mines which had been made in the em- 
bankment were nearly completed. Tins embankment was much larger than 
was intended to be blown out with jiowder, for it had been General Michie'a en- 
deavor to reduce it far below what would have been almost certain to be re- 
moved, but during his absence the water had been let into the excavated part 
and up to the embankment without orders. It would have required a greater 
amount of labor and length of time to remove it than we were warranted to nae 
at this period. 

It remained then oidy to do the best to blow out the mass between the water 
in the river and that in the canal ; and the problem became to use an amount of 
powder large enough to remove the embankment and disturb its foundation »o 
that it would be easy to remove afterwards, and at the same time not so much 
as to disturb and cave down the walls of the canal in the vicinity. Twelve 
thousand pounds of powdtT were divided among five mines — cme of four thon- 
B.and and four of two thousand each — distributed as follows : Three mines were 
placed at a depth of fifteen feet below high water, cme of four thousand being 
on the centre line of the canal and thirty-five feet from the face of the embank- 
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it, and two of two thoasand each were placed on the same level, ten feet on 
1 side of the centre line and twenty-five feet from the face. Two remaining 
e at a depth of twenty- five feet below high- water mark, or ten feet lower 
1 the three first, and twenty feet further out than the central mine, towards 
channel on the north side. 

Towards the time of charging and tamping the mines the water leaked in very 
idly, and tlio pumps were kept going night and day. Tlie powder in. the 
r smaller mines was in tin can?* holding one hundred and twenty-five pounds 
ih. In the larger mine the powder was in four large rubber bags holding 
;ht hundred pounds, all opening into a water-tight box which contained eight 
.ndred pounds, and in the centre of which was the point of fusion of this 
ne. 

The method of exploding the mftios was by means of the Gomez fuze, a quick 
ming composition said to be instantuneous for distances under 100 feet. This 
fthod proved defective, and the roHults showed conflut«ivcly that all of the 
wder did not bum, and will not when ignited in the centre of large mines, 
le effect would, in General Michie's opinion, have been several times greater 
centres of fusion could have been made for every hundred pounds of powder, 
ikh can be done now with an electric apparatus. 

In the-method used, in the centre of each charge was placed the end of a length 
Gomez fuze, cut at different points to allow the flame to ignite the powder in 
?eral places. This fuze was then grafted to an equal length in the same level 
nning to the other mine. The three mines in the upper level were joined in 
e same way, and finally the two lines were grafted together and joined to the 
id of a piece of slow-match, cut to bum twenty minutes. The grafts had been 
led repeatedly before being finally determined on, and had always been suc- 
nefol. 

On exploding the mine the embankment was thrown down and a current 
ommenced running through the canal. Excavation by means of discharging 
«M of powder under water deepened and widened the ch.innel, aided by strong 
reihets, so that at high water six atid a half feet of water is on the embank- 
aent General Butler having been relieved from the department abofit this 
timn, work was discontinued by order. 

The canal at present is used by the steamer O. S. Pierce and others of 
4tt class, which save by this way about five and a half miles of travel. A few 
<^7b' work to clear up the disturbed mass and to widen and deepen the north 
wmth would make this the usual travelled route by all vessels navigating the 
n^. The current and tide partly flow through this way, but their action ia 
niimportant in clearing it out, because the debris con-^ists of large lumps of ce- 
mented gravel and hard blue clay. The above embraces all the data of interest 
m this much- talked-of pr ject, and is given complete to avoid referring to it in 
Ae account of each months* labor. 

September. — During this month a line of works was built, and a post estab- 
*^ked at Harrison's landing. The defensive works consisted of a redoubt of 
w embrasures, with a t*tockaded gorge commanded by the gunboats in the 
n^tt, and infantry breastworks nmning from the flanks to the river. The 
length of the whole line is fourteen hundred and twelve yards. A canvas pon 
^n bridge of twenty -three boats was built on the Appomattox river September 1 9. 
Kie pontoniers who built it, having no experience with these boats, were twelve 
Binntfrg in building the first, and three minutes in building the last, the average 
^ being seven and a half minutes for eAch boat. Owing to the river being 
effected by the tide, the claw balks had to be lashed to the saddle piece, or 
hey would slip up or down, according as the tide was ebb or flow. Often this 
ridge had to be covered with manure to deaden the sound of travel, when 
roopfl crossed. In these cases, the dust of the manure falling in the canvas 
MtB would rot the threads of the canv^aij, and cause more or less leakage. It 
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was noticed that some of the canvas coverings would leak as mucli as six inches 
of water at night and none the following day. Teams heavily loaded would 
often sink these hoats to within f )ur inches of the gunwale. These were among 
the most prominent things noticed in the use of these boats in a permaoent 
bridge, a use, however, for which they were never intended. 

During the night of September 28, a pontoon bridge, thirteen hundred and 
twenty feet long, was built on the James river at Aikin's landing. With one 
hundred pontoniers the bridge was finished in six and a hal£ hours, so quietly 
as not to disturb the enemy's pickets on the opposite side of the river. 

The army began to cross at 3 a. m. September 29, in two columns, one on the 
bridge above spoken of, and the other on the bridge at Deep Bottom. A bm- 
cessful advance was made; Fort IIarrii»on, the key point of the outer line of 
Richmond defence carried by assault, and the line of works extending to the 
Darby- town road occupied by our army. It having been determined to remain 
in the position thus carried, the rebel works from Fort Harrison to the New 
Market road were occupied by our troops and their front turned during the night 
and following day. Shortly afterward:? a linci was thrown up, with batteries at 
appropriate intervals, extending from our left flank at Fort Harrison to the James 
river, where it rested on a large work at a point a little above Cox's landing. 
This work, called Fort Brady, was on the site on which the rebels kad com- 
menced the ^rection of a powerful rifled battery, to command tlie mouth of the 
canal. We armed the work with three one-hundred-pounder Parrott guns, and 
several four-and-a-half-inch Rodman rifles, constructed a large bomb-proof for 
the protection of the garrison, and surrounded it by strong lines of abatis. The 
line from this work to Fort Harrison afforded a secure defence in case of a flank 
attack on the left, as it subjected the attacking party to a chance of being de- 
feated, cut off* and captured, or driven into the river, after leaving their own 
lines. 

Octohcr, — Efforts were early made to strengthen the right flank by a stroog 
line and redoubts, but the work was stopped by order from the then comman- 
der of the 10th army corps. A strong attack on this flank was made by the 
enemy in force on the 7th of October, which the cavalry who guarded this flank 
were unable to withstand, and which at one time threatened to be very disas- 
trous to this army. 

, Terry's division of this corps, with the artillery under Jackson, cheeked and 
Anally drove back the enemy, and then the work of securing the flank was 
pushed rapidly along. 

About four hundred yards east of the New Market road a strong redoubt fifty 
yards square was built, and formed a salient from which the whole conntry 
within six hundred yards was commanded, and from its right flank an infantry 
parapet of strong profile, well protected from assault by abatis, ran towards the 
New Market road, where it re?*ted, about the vicinity of the Four-mile clinrcli. 
From this point to near the mouth of Four-mile creek strong isolated redoubti 
were built and manned with troopj^ and artillery, so placed as to mutually sop" 
port each other. Along New Market heights the mor-t salient points were tdkcn 
and occupied by strong closed works, and in their front, for one thoueaud aDO 
fifteen hundred yards, the woods were ** sla^<h(*d," thus making a coutiuuou* 
abatis in their front to the limit of the range of their artillery; works wercal^^ 
placed to flank the valleys and sides of these hills. 

Art there was some possibility of movin^j: the greater part of this army to * 
new field of operations, hjaving but a small ioxcv. behind, a line of interior works* 
some three thousand four hundred yards long, was built but for such a contio' 
gency. Th<} right rested on Four-mih» creek, and the left on the marsh belo''*' 
Aiken's landing. The details of construction were the same as generally hC' 
long to field defences, the stronger batteries being placed so as to command the 
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Bt important roads or the most probable points from which an attack would 
made, with infantry parapets four to six feet thick on top joining them. 
[q front were ditches from eight to twelve feet wide and six feet deep, and in 
ranee of these a line of good abatis. This line was well indicated, thebatteries 
Qplirted and infantry parapet two-thirds finished, the remaining work to be 
ae after the troops occupied the line. Often the greatest difficulty has been 
getting an army to take up a proper and exact line of defence at first, , each 
^ment, company, and man digging where they find their spades, without 
fercnce to the fitness of things, indicating the necessity of more engineer officers. 
As detached works to this line, it was intended to hold those on New Market 
ightsand Camp Holly, which would have given us the command of New Market, 
ingsland, and Darby town roads. The necessity for this line never occurring, 
waa never occupied by troops. 

After the occupation of Fort Harrison and the rebel captured lines, the en- 
ly be^in the construction of a new line of dfonce joining their water batte- 
« on the river at Chaffin's farm with Fort Gilmer, and running thence east- 
y to join on to that portion of the captured line which we could not occupy 
the Charles City road, and so on to new bridge on the Chickahominy. 
The line that our forces occupied was made as strong as possible, and possessed 
e ad^ntage of having but a short part exposed to an attack of the enemy, 
iich part was strongly manm^d and guarded. 

On the 27th a movement was made on the Darbytown and Williamsburg 
ftdfl with no other result than to keep the enemy from sending re-enforcements 
the right of their army at Petersburg, which was then biding attacked by the 
my of the Potomac. During this movement General Weitzel's troops fought 
1 the same ground, in advance of Seven Pines, on which the army of the Poto- 
ttc fought in 18G2. 
Korefnber. — Details of both engineers and infantry were constantly employed 
laring this month in repairing the works of defence, and perfecting and com- 
Aeting those alluded to. During this season the roads used by the supply 
ttinB from the wharves and bridges became much cut up, and corduroying was 
eoDmenced. Wharves for the quartermaster, ordnance, commissary, and medi- 
al departments were built at suitable places on the river. Frequent rumors 
wriving at Fort Harrison that the enemy were mining the work, in order to allay 
the fears of the garrison well-holes were dug on the glacis to serve for listening 
giUeries. As the nearest approach of the rebel works was eight hundred yards, 
wd a valley twenty feet deep had to be crossed before reaching the work, but 
nttle attention was paid to these rumors. 

While attention was paid to the defensive operations, we also found time to 
collect, repair, and put in working order three saw-mills, which were located in 
••plendid forest in the Bennuda woods. By these mills from seven thousand 
to ten thousand feet of lumber were sawed per day, the greater portion of which 
^M used in the constniction of a permanent hospital at Point of Rocks. Suffi- 
cient was obtained, however, to stock the engineer depot, build platforms and 
■•gaziues in all the batteries, wharves and bridges on the river. 

B<*low is a report of the engineer force of the army, and how employed, 
^hichmay be taken as a fair standard of each day's detail during the period of 
quiet: 

2 officers, 80 men, building redoubts and corduroying roads; 2 officers, 
^ men, repairing 10th army corps front ; 2 officers, 90 men, repairing 18th 
•nny corps front ; 1 officer, 30 men, bomb-proof to dredge Dutch Gap and Fort 
^»dy; 1 officer, fifty men, corduroying roads ; 2 officers, 30 men, engineer de- 
pots at Bermuda and Fortress Monroe ; 2 officers, 143 men, various small de- 
tailji, &c. — 12 officers, 489 men, 1st New York volunteer engineers. 4 officers, 
105 men, on duty at saw-mills, building wharf, pontoon bridges, repairing^ 
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December. — ^This month's labor was a continuation of tbe last, and the pria 
cipal roads of supply were ready for winter use quite early in the month 
Whatever damages had been done to the defences were repaired. Timber fori 
permanent pile bridge was prepared in the woods, which bridge was to be bml 
in January. A detachment of engineer troops accompanied the expeditionir 
force to Fort Fisher. 

January, — ^As the enemy frequently opened a heavy mortar fire from in iron 
of his works opposite Fort Ilarri^iou, and a>4 the artillery men were unable t 
stand to their guns during its continuance, it was deemed advisable to mak 
protection to the guns on the frout of Fort Harrison. The mortars used b 
the enemy were Goehoms, placed outf«ide of their works, and behind the lin 
of picket reserves, protected in their front by a strong line of abatis. It wi 
designed to bomb-])roof tlu^ whole front of the work, and put in ca.semau 
enough, constructed somewhat on the Uoxo plan, for the guns on the fron 
There was a banquette for infantry on top, rcacht^d by broad, wide «tain i 
rear, which gave the infantry good cover, and enabled them to see perfectl, 
every point in advance. The ditch was deepened and widened, and a fiaii 
placed in the scarp t^ prevent »«caling. But four of these casemates werecoi 
structed, and twobonib-prootV, a sketch of which is tfhown on opposite page. 

There were also threi! i^trung linens of abatis and wire entanglement place 
in front of the ditch, making tlur whole work quite formidable and easy to hold 

In order to save sandbagH>, which at this time became very expensive, laen 
tenant King, engineer corpt*, designed some loop-holes for riflemen, and for nsi 
in the picket lines, which proved admirably well adapted for their purpose, tni 
being prepared at slight cost at the rtaw-mills, were used on ail the works am 
rifle-pits. They were constructed of boards, and of the form shown in the dia 
gram. They presented a t^mallcr target for the enemy's sharpshooters, and ■ 
the same time gave a large field of fire. They were not easily discernible a 
any distance, and could easily be removed and replaced. 

NoTE,-^The rebel device for th(» same purpose consisted in placin^^ logs c 
various lengths, ten to fourteen inches in diameter, hewn on two sides, wit 
notches cut in the lower side once in about six feet, along tlie interior crest < 
the parapet, and banking these logs in front with earth. The notches whic 
formed the loop-holes were tapering towards the outside, similar to our own, an 
where there was much sharpsliooting the orifice was still further reduced by 
plate of thin boiler iron, (Mght or ten inches square, with a hole in the centi 
but little larger than the barrel of a musket. These plates were spiked to tl 
front side of the logs, (covering the notches,) and in some cases were found wil 
fifteen to twenty bullet marks upon them, many of which were so near tl 
edge of the opening that the bullets probably went through, and it is qui 
likely that all the bullets that struck the plate would have struck the muu 
the rear of it had ordinary sandbag loop-hohis been used. 

The engineer may at times find tliis expedient worthy his att^nticm, obsex* 
ing that the logs near the crest of the parapet are not suitable where artille- 
can be used agahist them. 

The permanent pile bridge was finished after a little more than two weels 
labor, being thirteen hundred and sixty-eight feet long. It became nocessw- 
as a substitute for the pontoon bridge, owing to the great freshets in the riv< 
the floating ice and the drift-wood that came down the river at this time, 
was a pile bridge, each pier consisting of three piles driven firmly int« the l> 
of the river and connected by a cap piece, and the piers joined by strong pie*^ 
to form bays each fifteen feet wide. An inclined log was attached to each p^ 
to ward off drift and ice. This was securely attached to a pile driven a sh^ 
distance above and in the prolongation of the pier, which pile was nearly saw< 
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off. "When driven by the pile-drivers sufficientlj it was broken off, and the end 
of the inclined pile thns anchored to the bottom ; the other was spiked to the 
pier, as shown in the sketch below. 




The river deepens to sixteen feet about one thousand feet from the north 
shore, and then to thirty feet for a distance of nearly one hundred and eighty 
feet, and th(^n decreasies rapidly to the shore-line. At the channel a draw of 
pontoon boats was made one hundred and eighty feet wide. The lumber which 
was u^ed in the construction of this bridge was obtained from the engineer 
depot saw-mills. 

February. — There were additional river batteries on the soutli side of the 
James, constructed and armed with 100-pounder guns, as an additional pro- 
tection against another rebel raid of iron-clads. During this month, and early 
in March, the engineer force of the army decreased rapidly, owing to the ex- 
piration of their term of service. 

MarcJi. — There were at this time less than three hundred effective men for 
duty, and but a small number of these were engineer soldiers proper. Repairs 
of the batteries were constantly going on. To obviate the effects of winter 
weather, platforms were relaid, magazines drained, and their cover renewed and 
thickened, and gcnemlly the lines of the army put in good defensible condition. 

The mules belonging to the pontoon train were worked continuously at the 
saw-mills during the winter, and only relieved when directed by Major Greneral 
Barnard, the engineer of the combined armies openiting against Richmond, to 
be used in preparing four (4) pontoon trains for active service and marching. 
New mules were obtained, and every effort made to break them to harness in 
time. The whole artisan force was put at work to repair and strengthen the 
wagons and boats. Finally orders were issued to take a train of but fii);eeii can- 
vas boats, which was ready for the march on the day specified. The engineer 
force was divided ; one j)art under Brevet Major W. R. King, United States en- 
gineers, r<»mainod with General WeitzePs forces, and entered the city of Rich- 
mond with his command, l^hey began and continued the. erection of a defen- 
sive line, until the news of Lce*s surrender reached the city. They also built 
a pontoon bridge joining Richmond and Manch<'8ter, twenty-four hundred feet 
long, upon which afterwards the armies of the James, the Potomac, Sherman's 
army, and Sheridan's cavalry crossed. The euginecT force with the moving 
column couRist(?d of six companies of engineers and one of pontoniers. A tool 
train often wagons moved with the pontoon trains; the latter consisted of thirty- 
two wagons, carrying forage, Pi)are-chess, and three hundred and eighty feet of 
bridge material. The weight, drawn by eight mules, was ascertained by weigh- 
ing a pontoon wagon with its material two weeks after the campaign closed, ancl 
was found to be as follows : 
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Two (2) boats of canvas and box 305 pounds. 

Transoms 470 " 

Claw balks 1,440 " 

Saddle balks 244 " 

Boat sides 224 " 

Anchor lines 175 ** 

Anchors 310 »* 

3,168 lbs. wagon load. 

Wagon , 1,278 " 

Weight drawn 4,446 " 



Daring the march there were rains, which would increase the weight. On 
the 20th of* Ma^h the moving column of the army of the James, consist- 
ing of Turner's "division of West Virginia troops, of the 24th army corps, 
and Foster's first division of the same corpj*, commanded by Major General 
Gibbon, and Birney's division of the 25th array corps, all commanded by Major 
General Ord, occupied the left of the army of* the Potomac, intrenched lines 
resting on Hatcher's run. 

On the 30th an advance was made across the run by Turner's and Foster's 
division, rebel picket line captured, and a position secured beyond Armstrong's 
hoose, with eight hundred yards of the rebel line of works. Turner's division 
joined the 2d army corps by a bridge built over the run. On Turner's right 
Foster and Bimey made the connexion with the ()th army corps, still in posi- 
tion behind their intrenched lines. Attempts were made during the night to 
build intrenchments and cover for a battery, but the ground would not stand, 
being satnrated with water from recent heavy rains, and so spongy that it would 
not bear the weight of a horse. 

April. — On the momingof the 2d the successful assault being made, and rapidly 
followed up by an attack on Fort Gregg, which was taken after some desperate 
fighting the troops occupied a position entirely surrounding Petersburg. During 
the night everything was got in readiness for a rapid march in the morning. 
Starting at 5 a. m., and taking the Cox road, our army made a rapid march to- 
wards Burkeville — a part of the engineer force moved ahead to repair roads and 
bridges — the pontoon trains followed luiadquarters, to be in readiness in case of 
necessity. Burkeville was reached on the night of the 5th, and occupied during 
the next day. A small force being sent out to bum the high bridge at Farm- 
ville was met by the rebel advance and captured, after desperate fighting. The 
troops moved in that direction on the 6th, and engaged a portion of the advance 
of the enemy, while the cavalry headed them off on the Prince Edward Court 
House road. On the aftenioon of the 7th the troops entered Farmvilhs the enemy 
burning the bridges at this place and retreating across the river. The pontoon 
train of our army having been well kept up to the front, notwithstanding its 
overloaded condition, was fortunately able to be used to pass over the artillery 
and trains of the sixth and second army corps and enable them to follow in 
rapid pursuit of the enemy that night. The pontoons were relieved by those 
of the army of the Potomac before daybreak, and once more in position for a 
new march. 

At daylight on the 8th the 24th army corps moved from Farmville, taking 
the road running nearly with the south side railroad, and made a forced 
march of nearly thirty-three (33) miles before midnight, resting for a few hours 
on the railroad where Sheridan had captured s(?veral cars loaded with bacon and 
com. At 3^ a. m. on the 9th the infantry moved again, and at 8 a. m. were in 
action on the extreme left of the army. The leading brigade of Foster's 
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division of tlie 24tli army corps went into action on the double-quick, and de- 
livered the volley which staggered and drove back the advance of the enemj 
who had at that moment gained some temporary advantage over the cavalry. 
The action lasted until 10 a. m., when a truce was gnmted preliminary to the 
surrender. 

May. — During this month a bridge was built at Fredericksburg. Surveys 
were made, by direction of Major General Barnard, of the detached works sur- 
rounding the city, and orders were afterward received to continue the survey of 
the intrenched lines and country adjacent to Richmond. 

June, — Brevet Mfvjor King was intnistod with the charge of rebuilding a 
bridge, called Mayo's bridge, connecting Richmond and Manchester. The fol- 
lowing is an extract from his report on the completion of the bridge. Tlie plan 
adopted for the bridge is represented by the accompanying drawing, page 45. 

DESCRIPTION. 

cfif main chords made of four pieces, 4 inches by 12 inches, breaking joints, 
and forming continuous beams the entire length of the bridge. 

j I, corbels, 14 inches by IG inches, resting on wall plates iv iv, and supporting 
main chords. 

a b g h, Sec, straining beams, 10 inches by 12 inches, oak, supported by posts 
and stmts. 

b c gfy &c., main suspending rods in pairs, secured at h and g by wrought- 
iron plates, and at c andy by c^ist-iron connecting plates bolted to the chord. 

c d and ef, lower suspending rods, secured at chn^fio cast-iron connecting 
plates, and at d and e to horizontal wrought-iron bars ; these bars being con- 
nected by three small rods d r, d k, and e k, diagonal iron braces, to prevent 
vertical undulations. 

k k, floor girders, 10 inches by 14 inches, supporting 4-inch by 12-iucli joists 
and 3-inch plank. 

d k e k, oak supports, 6 inches by 10 inches, resting in cast-iron shoes, which 
are suppoited by wrought-iron bars d and e. 

Lateral braces (not shown in drawing) connect the floor girders to prevent 
horizontal swayijig, and diagonal braces steady the posts d k and e k. 

DIMENSIONS. 

Entire length thirteen hundred and ninety-six (1,396) feet; entire width, includ- 
ing side-walks, thirty-one (31) feet; width of carriage-way in clear nineteen 
and a half (19 J) feet ; number of bays eighteen (18) ; width of bays, sixty-nine 
to seventy-eight (09 to 78) feet ; height of piers at low water, twenty (20) feeL 

The strains on the dificrent rods were compnted as follows : Allowing for a 
load of forty (40) pounds per square foot of roadway, forty ^40) pounds per 
cubic foot of timber, and sixty thousand (G0,000) pounds as the oreaking weight 
of iron per square inch, then the greatest strain on the upper suspension rods 
^vi[l be nearly thirty-two thouscind five hundred (32,500) pounds. 

Poundn. 

Breaking weight of same 90, 000 

Lower inclined suspension rod's greatest strain 16, 000 

Brciiking weight 46, 500 

Lower horizontal suspension rod's greatest strain 10, 200 

Breaking weight 26, 000 

The entire amount of wrought-iron used, including bolts, plates, &c., 

was 44, 068 

Cast-iron 13, 586 
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Narrative from General Tawer^s reports of the 1st February and 31st Marcky 

18<j5, to General Delajield, chief engineer, 

Nai»liville wan first occujiied by our army on the 15tb and IGth of December, 
1864. The ofiicera of* the corps of engiiicors commenced to fortify it at that 
time, and a^ its imi>ortance increased from time to time, by making it the depot 
for the armies of the wePt, the hibors of the engineers continued, and were not 
rehixed to the date of the hist effort of the n^bels i-j capture it, and thus en- 
deavor to frustrate Slierman's march through Georgia and the Carol inaa to Vir- 
ginia. To liohl it, and check the advance of Hood through Kentucky to the 
Ohio, called forth all the zeal and talent of the engineers. General Tower bad 
been sent thither in September, 1864, and labored to perfect the incomplete 
defences. On the advance of the rebrl General Hood, and while the army was 
falling back from Franklin, thein'cessity for strengthrning and completing these 
defences becanu* more urgent. He then wrote to the assistant adjutant general 
of Major (ieneral Thomas, suggetsting that the forces of the (juartermaster'a de- 
partment might throw an intrenched line over the high hills in advance of the 
Lorenz house, should it be thought expedient, (see ]dan No. 4.) At 12 m. 
General Thomas visited Fort Morton, and informed him that about five thou- 
sand men would report at one o*elock. To his question shall they intrench the 
Loi'enz Hills? he replied, no, let them construct your interior /<ii^ conuecting 
with the forts. The army will hold the hills and intrench them. 

He therefore gave Captain .Jenney, who was assisting him, directions to mn 
the line of infantry intrenchments from Fort Morton around the Taylor house 
to Hill 210. Captain .leiniey was assisted by Major Powell, c»f the Tennessee 
army reserve artillery; Mnjor Diekson, iusp(?ctor of artillery of the army of the 
Tennessee, superintended assiduously the construction of the large and im- 
portant battery on Hill 5^10. Captiiin liarlow, of the corps of engineers, took 
charges of the line from the Cumberland river to the Chattanooga railroad, south 
side of the city. 

A portion of the line from Hill 1210 to Hyde Ferry was laid ouf by CapUuu 
Barlow and himself, the rest by Mjijor Willet. During the fifteen days pre- 
ceding till? battles bi'fon* Naj^hvilK*, nigre than seven miles of infantry parapet 
and rifle-pit intn-nehments wt-re thus constructed by the quartermaster and 
railroad forces. This gave a continuous lin<* (see plan No. 4) in advance of all 
the hospitals, ston-houses, and other structures, except the scattered houses of 
the suburbs in front of C()lK>g(>. Hill, and held the elevated positions which 
looked upon the buildings within range. It is the line indicated in his report 
of OctnlnT, 1864. It is just as long a line as that occupied by the army over 
the hills, but the shortest that would effectually secure the hospitals and other 
imjiortant structures. The line over the hills was the best army line, but de- 
riving no support from Forts Morton, Houston, Gillem, and Hyde Ferry, could 
not beheld by the usual forces occupying Nashville. 

It would have re(|uired a large number of redoubts of exiMMisive construction, 
owing to the rocky nature of the soil, to have fortified the line of hills, but such 
line wouhl hold an enemy well away from the city, covering it effectually. It 
was his opinion that conijdeting the works already described, and strengthen- 
ing the principal batteries at intenuediate points, would make Nashville secure 
with its usual gamsrui, aidi'd by the quartermaster' A>rganized forces. Hill 210 
must be strengthened, as it is a key position, and the Taylor House knoll should 
be suppr)rted by a keep. 8mall block-houses in batteries, like the construction 
for Battery Donaldson, are a good arrangement when well covered by the para- 
pets. Unfortunately, wood constructions are the most difficult of accomplish- 
ment. Embrasures, niagazin<'S, and block-house bomb-proofs cause the great 
delay in making forts and batteries. A great deal, however, has been accom- 
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>1ished during the past three months in spite of extrem(*ly unfavorable weather, 
and, and muddy roads. It has rained more than half the time. 

When Greneral Sherman appointed him inspector general of fortifications for 
lis military division, he requested him to look well to the defences of Nashville. 
le also chilled his attention to Murfreesboro' and Columbia, the line of defence 
ar the army falling back. Murfreesboro' was known to be well defended. Co- 
umbia was the position on Duck river which would have been held by our 
urmy bad the corps from Missouri arrived a week sooner. As things occurred, 
i^aahville was the threatened point, and he gave his attention to its defences, 
laiug all his personal influence to get aid from every source possible. The 
plans submitted will show works devised by him for the defence of this depot, 
and alterations in original works. lie had to thank the railroad department for 
much ai^istance rendered, and especially the quartermaster's department for aid 
Id laborers and material. These laborers were mostly organized as brigades, 
ind turned out as such, and guarded two miles of the interior line during the 
rattles of the loth and 16th of December, 1864, and in case of an attack on the 
'ity would doubtless be an efficient assistance to this garrison. 

Captain Barlow understands this position well, and would doubtless do every- 
hing in his power to forward its defences. Waiting for plans has delayed this 
ynopsis of engineer operations at Nashville. 

He was getti^ up a plan of the magnificent battles of December 15 and 16, 
^ined by the United States army, commanded by Major General Thomas, 
)ver the rebel forces under General Hood. (See plan No. 4.) 

Having accompanied the commanding general during these fights, it was his 
ipecial request that he should direct the survey and drawing of the plan illus- 
trating them. 

Captain Barlow, United States engineers, in immediate charge of the defences 
of Nashville since the middle of December, had much improved his department, 
and heartily responded to his efforts to push forward the defensive line. Captain 
Jenney, aide-de-camp on General Sherman's staff, in charge of topographical office 
there, had voluntarily assisted and had done excellent service superintending at 
Forts Houston, Gillem, and in the construction of infantry line of intrenchments. 
He has sent the map (see plan No. 4) of the battles of Nashville, which shows 
the dispositions of troops before and during the battles, and which, with the ex- 
ception of sections, seems clear and complete. By a little attention it will be 
perceived how admirably the battle was planned. Its execution was in accordance 
with the plan. 

X was the turning point on which the army wheeled as on a pivot. From 
that point, to the river on the left, the lines were held by new troops under Gen- 
^Steedman, while the three infantry corps, commanded by Generals Wood, 
Smith, and Schofield, and the cavalry corps under General Wilson, were hurled 
iipon the enemy's centre and left. Our aixny, thus in position, formed nearly a 
straight line, of which the left far refused (made up of new troops) held lines 
Mpported by works and covered by a brilliant dash of General Steedman with 
a Kmall force in advance towards the enemy's right. The right was the old 
fighting army, which, though requiring much time to swing into postiion, (about 
•W.OOO strong.) necessarily broke the enemy's left, and drove him from his main 
line. 

The second day the rebel general had concentrated his forces ; but the moral 
effect of his fiirst day's fight, his losses, especially in artillery, together with our 
foperiority of cavalry, which dismounted and attacked his left rear, all contrib- 
Bted to his defeat; and the left of his line was broken about four o'clock by a 
iuh of General Smith's corps. The battle is worthy of study. 
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Narrative from the refori of Breret Brigadier General O. M. Poe to iJie Chief 

Engineer, dated October 8, 1865. 

The operations connected with the march of General Sherman's armj, extend- 
ing over a great portion of the southern States, were of a very rapid character. 
Such of them as h^gitimately belonged to the engineer department were so inti- 
mately blended with the whole that it is impossible to separate them. In order 
to explain clearly whj bridges were built and roads made in the localities where 
they were, it will be necessary to give the movements of the army somewhat in 
detail, when the reasons will generally be evident. The labors of the engineers 
were directed to facilitate these movements, and always with a distinct idea of 
their object. 

On the 1st of July, 1864, General Poe was on duty as chief engineer with the 
army commanded by Major General W. T. Sherman, then before Kenesaw 
mountain. At that time the engineer organization for the army in the field was 
altogether inadequate. There were within the limits of the military division the 
following engineer organizations, viz : 

First Michigan engmeers and mechanics. 

First Missouri engineers. 

Both these regiments belonged to the army of the Gumberlf^, and were dis- 
tributed as follows : the fonner along the raOroads, forming our lines of supply, 
engaged in building block-houses to defend them agauist raiding parties of the 
enemy's cavalry ; and the latter along the important line of railroad from Nash- 
ville to Johnson ville, on the Tennessee river, engaged in completing that work. 

The department of the Ohio was provided with an engineer battalion in 1803, 
when the movement upon East Tennessee commenced. 

The department of the Tennessee was not provided with any regular engineer 
organization, but Wits fortunate in having an excellent pioneer organization. In 
order to eqmdize the engineer forces in the military division, the major general 
commanding, at General Poe*s suggestion, tmnsferred the first Missouri engineer? 
from £hc department of the Cumberland to the department of the Tennessee, and 
it was ordered to join the army in the field. 

Two pontoon bridges, having an aggregate length of 1,400 feet, were with the 
forces in the field, and distributed as follows : 800 feet, in charge of the &f(j- 
eighth Indiana volunteer infantry, commanded by Colonel George P. Bnell, were 
attached to the anny of the Cumberland ; 600 feet, in charge of Captain Kos* 
sack, aide-de-camp, and a body of pioneers, were attached to the army of the 
Tennessee. 

Both those bridges were of the kind known as the *' canvas bateau bridge." 
Two more bridges of the same kind, each 600 feet in length, were held in reserve 
at Nashville. 

The staff organization of the engineer department with that army was as fol- 
lows: 

Captain 0. M. Poe, United States engineers, chief engineer military divbion, 
Mississippi. 

Captain C. B. Reese, corps of engineers, chief engineer department and 
army t>f the Tennessee. 

Captain W. J. Twining, lieutenant of engineers, chief engineer department 
and army of the Ohio. 

Lieutenant H. C. Wharton, corps of engineers, chief engineer, army of the 

Cumberland. 

Until the early part of May the duties of chief engineer army of the Cumber- 
land had been performed by captain W. E. Merrill, corps of engineers, but he. 
having received authority to organize the regiment of veteran volunteer en^- 
neers provided for by act of Congress, had gone to Chattanooga for that 
purpose. 
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Early in July the following officers of the corps of engineers reported to 
neral Pee, and were assigned to duty as follows, viz : 
!)aptain J. W. Barlow, to army of Tennessee, 
j'irst Lieutenant O. H. Ernst, to army of Tennessee. 
Tint Lieutenant Wm. Ludlow, to army of Cumherland. 
First Lieutenant A. N. Damrell, to army of Ohio. 

[n the anny of the Cumberland, each corps, division, and nearly every brig- 
5 wa« provided with an officer detailed from among the commissioned officers 
the infantry regiments, whose duty it was to make such surveys and recon- 
iuances as might be wanted. The other two armies were not so well provided, 
t had sufficient organization to do all that was requisite. 
The military operations of the previous two months had gradually forced the 
emy from his position in Buzzard Roost Gap back to the ground he now 
Id at Kenesaw mountain. During this time the labors of the engineers 
re confined to reconnoitring, road-making, and bridge-building. Pontoon 
dgee had been built over the Oostanaula, at Resaca and at Lay's ferry, and 
J flat boat bridges over the Coosawatchie, also pontoon bridges over the 
[)wah river, at the cliffs. 

riie enemy showed little disposition to yield his stronghold at Kenesaw. 
let the assault of the 27th June it was determined to move towards our right, 
the same time advancing that flank — a movement which it was supposed 
uld result in the evacuation by the enemy of all ground north of the Chatta- 
ochee. except his bridge-head at the railroad crossing. 

Receiving instructions from General Shei-man, commanding. General Poe 
ide a personal reconnoissance of th(; ground upon our right as far as our ex- 
?me cavalry outposts, at or near Anderson's mill, on Olley's creek, and imme- 
ately upon his return and report the army of the Tennessee was put in motion. 
Moner was this movement developed, than the enemy, on the night of the 
i and morning of the 3d July, evacuated his position at Kenesaw and in 
t>ul of Marietta, and we took ])osscssion, the troops moving right on in pursuit. 
loDtrary to expectation and information, we found that the enemy intended to 
lake a Htand upon a line from Ruff's Station (Neal Dow) to Ruff's mill, the 
links being refused along Nickajack and Rottenwood creeks, l^his line had 
«cn prepared by militia and contrabands, only a few days before its occupa- 
ion by Johnston's army, and was well built, consisting of good infantry para- 
»rt8, connecting salients, in which were placed a large number of pieces of field 
utillery in embrasures. The length of this line was nearly six miles. 

On the 4th July our skirmishers drove the enemy's into the works on the 
nain road by a spirited dash, being supported by the divisions of Stanley, of 
«»e 4th corps, and Johnson of the 14th coi*ps, and our lines pressed up 
W all points, but not near enough to silence the artillery. Late in the evening 
^ 16th corps, forming the left of the army of the Tennessee, earned by as- 
•wlt a portion of the rebel line. At daylight on the morning of the 5th July 
^^ skirmishers advanced, only to find the enemy gone — a movement rendered 
•^ttejiMiry upon their part by the success of the 16th corps on the evening 
previous. 

The next line of works wad found in front of the railroad bridge, and the seve- 
'•Iroad and pontoon bridges at Pace's, Montgomery's, and Turner's fc^rries, 
wrming a very extensive tcte (U jyirnt^ which consisted of a system of square re- 
wubts in defensive relations, connected by infantry parapets. But few of these 
'^onbts were prepared for artillery, being arranged with a banquette for infan- 
^fire. The artillery was placed in small intermediate redans. The redoubts 
l*rtook more of the character of tambours. They were constructed by build- 
*g double log pens, and filling the space between them with earth. There was 
i^iog in the plan to recommend them to the attention of the engineers. 

61 w 



962 REPORT OP THE SECRETARY OP WAR, 

The left of this line rested upon a large seven- gun redonbt» near the month 
of Nickajack creek, and the right upon another redoubt prepared for eight guM, 
and situated near the Chattahoochee, about one mile above the railroad bridge. 
Opposite this point the intrenchments on the south side of the river began, 
and extended, in a continuous Hue, nearly to Island creek, being altogether about 
eight miles. 

The railroad bridge at its southern end was protected by three batteries of 
irregular shape and one redoubt. This line, owing to the care bestowed upon 
its construction, and the nature of the approaches, was far the strongest we had 
yet encountered. It had been built for some length of time, and had been located 
by good engineers. A few days spent in reconnoissances showed us very plaiulj 
that it would cost many lives to carry the position by assault, even were an 
assault to succeed, which was extremely doubtful. It was accordingly deemed 
best to turn it. An inspection of the country showed that this mu^t be done by 
the left, since such a movement to the right, owing to the broken character of 
the country, and the fact that the enemy, expecting us to move that way, had 
carefully guarded all the crossing places, was almost impossible. Having de- 
cided to pass the river by our left, strong demonstrations were made upon our 
right to confirm the enemy in the impression that the movement was to be made 
in that direction, and that we would attempt to cross the river at some point 
below the mouth of Nickajack creek. 

The points selected for the crossing were at Roswell factory and Philip's 
(Ishara's) ferry, and the army of the Tennessee, which had been demonstrating 
upon our right, was suddenly thrown to Roswell, where it crossed the Chatta- 
hoochee upon a trestle bridge built by the pioneers of the 16th army corps 
out of the materials at hand. No opposition was made by the enemy. 

The army of the Ohio, which had been on the left, now became the centre, 
made a rapid movement across the river at Philip's ferry, surprising a small 
force of the enemy stationed there, and capturing one piece of artillery. While 
the furces which actually effected the crossing were engaged in constructing 
some light works to serve as a bridge-head, two c^mvas pontoon bridges were 
thrown, upon which the balance of the army of the Ohio crossed. 

General Poe remarks here, that whenever it was deemed necessary to use a 
bridge for a greater length of timejhan forty-eight hours, the pontoon bridges 
were invariably replaced by wooden trestle bridges constructed from the mat^ 
rials at hand, either by engineer troops or the pioneer force. The object of 
this was to preserve the canvas covers of the bateaux, even at the expense of 
considerable labor, since we had the latter in greater abundance than the fonner. ^ 

The canvas bridges at Philip's ferry were replaced by a trestle bridge 
built by the engineer battalion of the 23d army corps. Another pontoon 
bridge was thrown, meanwhile, at Powers* ferry, some two miles lower 
down, upon which the 4th army corps crossed. This corps formed a junc- 
tion with the army of the Ohio, but the army of the Tennessee was still acting 
independently. 

One division of the 4th corps now swept down the south bank of the river 
to Pace's ferry, which enabled us to build two pontoon bridges at tliis point, 
upon which the 14th and 20th corps crossed. 

Two days before this the enemy, under influence of the presence of the 4tb 
and 23d corps on the south side of the river, had crossed his whole force to 
that side and left us in possession of the strong line on the north side, upon 
which so much care and labor had been bestowed. 

The passage of the Chattahoochee had now been completely effected. Oat 
whole army was on the south side of the river, with a loss of less than a dozeu 
men. But between us and Atlanta, our objective, were still the three seriou^ 
obstacles of Nancy's creek, Peach Tree creek, and the entire rebel army. W^ 
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knew but little about the country, and the inhabitants, always few in number 
and indisposed to give us information, had all gone further south. Not an able- 
bodied man was to be found between Marietta and the enemy's line. We could 
only feel our way cautiously forward, using the gi'eatest diligence in reconnois- 
sanced. 

The army of the Tennessee, forming the left wing, was directed towards 
Stone mountain ; the army of the Ohio, in the centre, towards Cross Keys and 
Decatur, and the army of the Cumberland, on the right, via Buck Head, towards 
Athuita. The left wing and the centre crossed Nancy's creek the same day, 
(July 18.) The cavalry division of General Garrard, wjiich had been operating 
on the extreme lei't, succeeded in reac]|ing the Augusta railroad between De- 
catur and Stone mountain. 

On the next day, July 19, the 23d army corps, after a sharp skirmish, oc- 
cupied Decatur, where it formed a junction with the army of the Tennessee. 
The army of the Ohio then withdrew, and, passing to the right, camped for the 
night on Pea Vine creek. The army of the Cumberland crossed a small force 
over Peach Tree creek, which maintained its footing. 

JuJt/ 20. The army of the Tennessee advanced along the Augusta railroad 
to within about three and a half miles of Atlanta, where the enemy was found 
intrenched. The army of the Ohio moved along the road leading from Judge 
Peyton's to Atlanta, and soon encountered the enemy intrenched. The army 
of the Cumberland crossed Peach Tree creek at several points, and the left of 
it, (4tli corps,) connecting with the army of the Ohio, met the same obstacle. 
The 14th corps, on the extreme right, moving on the Howell's Mill road, joined 
the 20th corps on its left, and this, in turn, joined Newton's division of the 4th 
corps, which was moving on the Collier's Mill road. There was no communi- 
cation on the south side of Peach Tree creek, between Newton's and the other 
divi.*fions of the 4th corps. 

This was the status whemtwo rebel corps, moving down the Howell's Mill- 
road and Collier's Mill road, attacked the 20th corps, together with the left divis- 
ion of the 14th corps and Newton's division. After a severe engagement, last 
ing until dark, the enemy was repulsed at all points. The result was to firmly 
establish our position on the south bank of Peach Tree creek, having overcome 
two of three obstacles already referred to as between us and Atlanta. 

Juit/ 21. — We steadily pressed forward along our whole line, developing the 
enemy in his intrenchmcnts, extending from a point about a mile south of the 
Augusta railroad around the north side of the city to the Chattanooga railroad. 
This line was well built, and capable of a tolerably good defence. It consisted 
of a system of open batteries for artillery, connected by the usual infantry par- 
apet, with all the accessories of abatis, chevaux-de-frise, &c. But it was evi- 
dently not the main line upon which the enemy relied for his final defence. 

JtUj/ 22. — The enemy evacuated the line referred to above during the night 
of the 2l8t, and we pressed forward on all the roads until the enemy was again 
found behind intrenchments. Reconnoissances proved that these were finally 
the main lines of defensive works covering Atlanta. They completely encir- 
cled the city at a distance of about one and a half miles from the centre, and 
consisted of a system of batteries, open to the rear and connected by infantry 
parapet, with complete abatis in some places in three or four rows, with rows 
of pointed stakes and long lines of chevaux-de-frise. In many places rows of 
palisading were planted along the foot of the exterior slope of the infantry par- 
apet, with sufficient opening between the timbers to permit the infantry fire, if 
carefully delivered, to pass freely through, but not sufficient to permit a person 
to pass through, and having a height of twelve to fourteen feet. 

The ground in front of these palisades (or stockades) was always completely 
swept by the fire from the adjacent batteries, which enabled a very small force 
to hold them. 
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To lliis line we opposed another extending from a point one and a half milcf 
Bouth of the Augusta railroad around by the north to a point one and a half 
miles southwest from the three-mile post on the Atlanta and Chattanooga rail- 
road. About noon, while engaged in extending this line to the left and front, 
the enemy, making a detour to the south and eastward, passed around our left 
flank, and, completely enveloping it, attacked it both in flank and rear. For- 
tunately, the 16th corps was en route to meet just such an attack, and was in a 
position to form, looking to our left rear, its right joining the 17th army corps. 
The fighting here was of the most desperate character. Meanwhile the enemy 
pushed one corps from. their works right down the Augusta railroad upon our 
line, where they gained a temporary ^cce^s, but were finally driven back at 
all points. Our troops were now put under the cover of the ordinary rifle- 
trenches, with works of a slightly heavier character for the artillery. Close re- 
connoissances were madeof the enemy's whole line in our front, and it was decided 
that no attempt at assault should be made upon that part of the enemy's liue 
which we could see. The major general commanding was satisfied that no as- 
sault would be made at present, neither did he desire anything like regular 
siege operations, but instructed that the lines occupied by our troops be of such a 
character that they could be held against a sortie, and to push them forward at 
all points where it could be conveniently done ; at the same time he would at- 
tempt to reach the enemy's line of railroad communication at or near East 
Point, the junction of the roads from West Point and Macon to Atlanta. It is 
about six miles southwest from Atlanta. This movement, he hoped, would 
either renult in a general engagement, with chances greatly in our favor, or in 
the evacuation of Atlanta. He directed General Poe to personally select a line 
at the Augusts railroad, where our left flank could rest and command that 
road, while the army of the Tennessee was withdrawn to make tho movement 
indicated. 

On the morning of the 24th July, accompanied by Captains C. B. Reese 
and J. W. Barlow, and Lieutenants Twhiing and Ernst, of the corps of engineers, 
General Poe pas.^ed over the ground, selected the line, and gave the necessary 
directions for its construction. 

General Sherman having determined to send a cavalry force around each 
flank of the enemy to operate upon his communiciitions, General Poe was 
directed to see in person to the construction of a pontoon bridge at Turner's 
ferry. This was done by ordering the train belonging to the army of the Ten- 
nessee from where it was then laid, at the railroad crossing over the Chattahoo- 
chee, via the old Peach Tree road, to Turner's ferry. After proceeding as far 
as Proctor's creek, we found that the enemy occupied Turner's ferry. It was 
then too late to do anything towards fighting for possession of the feiTy. Upon 
a report of the facts to General Sherman, he ordered the cavalry division of 
General McCook to clear the ground at daybreak next morning, July 2G, 
which was done, the bridge constructed, and communication established be- 
tween the cavalry forces on the south bank of the river with those on the north, 
bank. 

The new line to be occupied by our left flank upon the withdrawal 
of the army of the Tennessee having been completed by the morning of 
the 27th July, the movement of that command towards our right flank com- 
menced, and at the same time the movement of the cavalry forces began, that 
passing around the enemy's left flank being under command of General McCook* 
and that around his right flank under Generals Stoneman and Garrard, the bal- 
ance of our army meanwhile pressing forward and gaining ground as rapidly as 
possible. This was continued on the 28th July, when at about noon a furious 
attack was made upon the army of the Tennessee, particularly upon the 15th 
corps, by a force of the enemy which moved from Atlanta out on the Lick 
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Skillet road. The whole of the 15th corps had been refused along a ridge 
extending northwestwardly from Ezra church, and nearly parallel with the 
Lick Skillet road, its left joining the 17th corps, and making nearly a right 
ingle with it near the church. The position was a most admirable one, and 
:he enemy was severely whipped. The rebel army in our front had been under 
command of Joseph £. Johnston until the 19th July, when the command was 
transferred to General Hood. Johnston's policy appeared to be a purely de- 
fensive one. Hood's was decidedly offensive-defensive, as shown by the fact 
that three desperate and severe battles were fought within ten days after he 
assumed command. 

The last three days of July were devoted to skirmishing to attain positions 
as favorable as possible. Meanwhile, under instructions from the major general 
commanding, General Poe selected a new line to be occupied as a flank by a 
portion of the army of the Cumberland, in case it was decided to transfer the 
umy of the Ohio to the right flank. The line was constructed under the 
superintendence of Lieutenant Wharton, United States engineers. It extended 
from our front line near Walker's house, on the Collier's Mill (Buckhead) road, 
aearly due north, to the line of rebel works evacuated on the night of the 21st 
af July. 

On the night of the 1st August the army of the Ohio was withdrawn from 
its position on the left and rapidly moved to the right, near the poor-house, 
and extending nearly to the north branch of Utoy creek, at Willis's mill, the 
engineers giving general directions concerning the lines. 

The army of the Tennessee swung forward its extreme right about half a 
mile, turning upon its position at Ezra church as a pivot. The army of the 
Ohio connected with the right of the army of the Tennessee. This movement 
developed a part of the enemy's line in front of these two armies, and discovered 
the samft system of batteries, connected by infantry curtains, that we had met 
before, thus showing that we had not yet found the enemy's left flank, the 
prime object of all our movements. 

A portion of the army of the Ohio was thrown across Utoy creek, and estab- 
lished itself on the south side without much opposition. 

I August 4. — An attack was ordered to be made at 3 p. m. by the army of 

the Ohio and the 14th corps of the army of the Cumberland, the object being 

to thrust our forces through the enemy's lines, and eflect a lodgement on the 

railroad between Atlanta and East Point. The attack, however, was not made. 

August 5. — The Chattahoochee river railroad bridge was completed, and our 

traiud ran up to the three-mile post. By General Sherman's direction Lieu- 

teuaut Ernst was sent to Marietta to superintend the construction of defences 

at that place. An attack was ordered for 2 p. m., the object being as given 

above, but again no attack was made. 

Awgust 6. — The attack twice before ordered was made, but repulsed. The 
two corps of the army of the Cumberland, forming the left of our army, kept 
steadily pushing forward, but without anything like siege approaches. Our 
sWpshooters had gained such positions as rendered it difficult for the enemy 
to Work his guns. 

August 7. — The attack made yesterday was lenewed and proved success- 
W. It was found that the line of rifle-trenches carried by the assault was not 
^^>e enemy's main line, but stood nearly perpendicularly to it. The army of 
^»t Tennessee moved forward about 400 yards, swinging upon the centre of its 
riglit wing as a pivot. 

Tlie successive advances, either directly or by swinging upon some part of 
|te line as a pivot, were made in the following manner : by pushing forward, 
}M before daylight, a strong line of skirmishers to the position chosen before- 
hand, which maintained its ground durhig the day, each man getting such cover 
^ be could, generally by scooping out a rifle-pit at the foot of a tree, behind a 
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log or stone, in winch they^ could find shelter. As soon as night made it pos- 
sible, working parties were thrown out to the skirmish line, and connected bj 
the ordinary rifle-trenches the entire chain of rifle-pits. These lines were con- 
tinually being strengthened until it was desired to make another advance, when 
the operation was repeated. In this way our lines were pushed at any point 
we wished to within two hundred yards of the enemy's, and with slight loss. 

August 8 and 9. — Was at work everywhere strengthening our lines ; com- 
menced the construction of batteries for 4i-inch guns, which had been ordered. 
These were placed in position as follows: two in front of the 20th army corps 
near the Chattanooga railroad, and two others in front of the 16th corps. The 
whole of the army of the Tennessee advanced about f of a mile, in the manner 
already described, and the lines of the army of the Cumberland were straight- 
ened so that the whole line was as far advanced as the salients had been. The 
army of the Ohio was engaged in intrenching itself in its position south of Utoy 
creek. August 10, 11, and 12, no advances were made. August 13, it 
was decided to move all the army except one corps (which was to be thrown 
back to the Chattahoochee railroad bridge) around Atlanta, upon the railroads 
running south from East Point, and the pontoon train of the anny of the Cumber- 
land was moved from the railroad bridge along the north side of the river to the 
Sandtown ferry, preparatory to throwing abridge across the river at that point 

August 15 — The line of Proctor's creek was examined for the purpose of 
selecting a defensive flank to be used when the army of the Cumberland was 
withdrawn. Two pontoon bridges were laid at Sandtown ferry. A trestle 
bridge was commenced at Sandtown ferry to replace the pontoon bridges at that 
point. 

August 17. — Orders for the movement of the army to the rear of East Point 
were promulgated. The cavalry command of General Kilpatrick started upon a 
raid to the southward of Atlant^i. * 

August 18 and 19. — The troops kept hard at work to induce the enemy 
to believe that we contemplated no movement upon his rear of greater import- 
ance than a cavalry raid. The entire force of engineer officers hard at work 
reconnoitring all the roads to our right as far as the enemy's cavalry would 
perriiit. 

August 20. — A force of infantry reached the Atlanta and West Point railroad 
near Red Oak Station, and tore up a portion of the track. Our batteries were 
completed along our whole line and we were ready for any emergency. 

Avgust 21 and 21. — ^l^he pioneer force was all kept at work preparing 
siege materials. The batteries along our whole line kept up a slow but steady 
fire, both upon the enemy's lines and upon the city of Atlanta. The remarks 
in this paragraph apply to every day for the last two weeks. 

August 23 — Under instructions from the Major General commanding. General 
Poe went to the Chattahoochee railroad hridge and selected a line to be occu- 
pied by the corps (20th) which was to be left behind during our movement to 
the rear of Atlanta, and gave Lieutenant Ludlow full instructions concerning 
the building of it. 

The position held by the 15th army corps during the battle of the 28th July 
was selected by Captain Reese, as a flank, to be occupied by the army of the 
Tennessee upon the withdrawal of the army of the Cumberland. General Kil- 
patrick's cavalry command returned, having passed entirely around Atlanta. 

August 24. — At work upon the new flank referred to above. Reconuoissauces 
pushed to the right almost as far as Campbellton. 

August 25. — At midnight the grand movement commenced by the with- 
drawal of the 4th and 20th corps. The latter marched directly to the railroad 
bridge. Pace's and Turner's ferries, while the former, passing in rear of the army 
of the Tennessee bivouacked next night on the Utoy creek. Before the move- 
ment began its left had rested on the Decatur road. 
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August 26. — ^The moveinent of the army of the Cumberland still goiog on, 
and at dark the left wing of the army of the Tennessee was swung to the rear 
upon its right, and occupied the position previously prepared for it. 

August 27. — All the army in motion except the army of the Ohio. The 
army of the Cumberland was placed in position along Camp creek, covering all 
the roads leading from Mount Grilead church toward East Point and Red Oak. 
The army of the Tennessee was thrown further to the right, but close enough 
to keep up communication ; it covered all the roads leading towards Fairburn. 
But little resistance was offered to our advance. 

The troops intrenched their position every night. This was made a rule from 
the time the campaign commenced, and was continued until the close of the war, 
whenever the proximity of the enemy rendered it prudent. During all the op- 
erations of this great army, extending over a year of time and thousands of 
miles of territory, it was never surprised. 

August 28. — The army of the Cumberland was tlirown forward upon the 
Atlanta and West Point railroad at Red Oak, and the army of the Tennessee at 
Shadua church and Fairburn, while the army of the Ohio was thrown into such 
a position along the road from Mount Gilead church to Red Oak as to cover our 
left flank. Immediately upon striking the railroad the troops were intrenched, 
and witliout the loss of a dozen men we had secure hold upon it, and could 
proceed to destroy it as leisurely as we pleased. 

August 29. — The grcat^^r part of the army was at work destroying the rail- 
road, which was effectually done for about 12J miles, every tie being burned 
and every rail bent. The enemy did not attempt to disturb us. 

August 30. — The army again in motion, b.ing directed as follows : The 
army of the Ohio towards Morrow's mill ; the army of the Cumberland towards 
Couch's farm house, and the army of the Tennessee towards the Renfro (Ren- 
frew ?) place. The latter pushed on still further and succeeded in seizing the 
Flint River bridge and gaining a foothold between the river and Jonesboro*. The 
enemy was found in force covering the town. 

August 31. — The army of the Ohio moved towards a point on the Maccm rail- 
road two miles south of Rough and Ready Station, and succeeded in reaching it, 
and making a secure lodgment (intrenched.) The 4th corps was put in posi- 
tion in support. Four more brigades of the army of the Cumberland moved 
from Couch's due east, until they struck the railroad between the army of the 
Ohio and Jonesboro', when they also intrenched. About the same time that 
these forces reached the railroad the enemy attacked the lines of the army of the 
Tennessee immediately in front of Jonesboro', and tried to carry them by as- 
sault. They were repulsed with heavy loss. 

September 1. — The army of the Cumberland was concentrated, so as to connect 
from the left of the army of the Tennessee to the railroad about two miles north 
of Jonesboro', the 4tli army corps destroying the railroad as it advanced. The 
army of the Ohio commenced the destruction of the railroad at Rough and Ready 
and connected with the break made by the other troops. About 4 p. m. the 
14th army corps assaulted and carried the right of the enemy's line, consisting 
of the usual batteries, connected by infantry parapet. The approach of night 
alone prevented the capture of the entire rebel force. 

We were now squarely upon the rebel lines of supply. The movements of 
our army had been so rapid that the enemy exhibited the greatest confusion, 
and shortly after midnight the light of the burning buildings and explosions of 
ammunition in the direction of Atlanta (distant 20 miles) indicated very plainly 
that the enemy was evacuating the place, and on the morninjr of the 2d Sep- 
tember the 20th army corps, which had buen left behind at the Chattahoochee 
bridge for the purpose, marched into Atlanta. 

In describing these operations it has been necessary to go somewhat into de- 
tail, in order that they might be clearly understood, deeming it peculiarly the 
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province of tbo engineer to call attention to snch brilliant manoenvres as tbose 
which enabled us to pass a riyer too deep to be forded, in the veiy face of the 
enemy, with a loss of lees than a platoon of men, and those whidi placed six 
army corps upon the enemy's lines of communication in opposition to a single 
corps. 

In accomfdishing these results the engineer department performed the follow- 
ing special labor, viz : 

10 pontoon bridges built across the Chattahoochee river, averaging 350 feet in 
length, 3,500 feet; 7 trestle bridges, built out of material cut from the bank, 
across the same stream, of which 5 were double-tracked and two were single, 
350 feet long each, 2,450 feet ; 50 miles (estimated) of infantry parapet, with a 
corresponding length of artillery epaulement ; 6 bridges over Peach Tree creek, 
averaging 80 feet long each, 480 feet ; 5 bridges over Flint river, averaging 80 
feet long each, 400 feet ; also many smaller bridges bxiilt, and many miles of 
road repaired. 

The topographical branch < .f the engineier department worked efficiently. Sor-. 
veys were made of all the routes passed over by infantry columns, together with 
the lines of parapet built. A map on the scale of 4" = 1 mile, illustrating the 
siege (so called) of Savannah, has been forwarded to the engineer bureau, in 
which these surveys are compiled, from the passage of Peach Tree creek, July 
19 to the beginning of the movement upon the enemy's lines of communica- 
tion, August 25, and a general map (photographic copy) illustrating the en- 
tire campaign from Chattanooga to Atlanta. General Poe forwarded to the bureau 
a complete set of photographic views illustrating military operations about 
Atlanta. 

From the map department 4,000 copies of campaign maps were issued to the 
proper officers to facilitate military operations. 

General Poe bears testimony to the efficiency of the engineer officers on duty 
with General Sherman's army. Though all have done well, yet he expresses 
particular indebtedness to Captain C. B. Reese and Lieutenants Wharton and 
Twining. 

Upon the occupation of the city of Atlanta examinations were made by Gen- 
eral Poe, under the orders of the General commanding, with a view to the 
modification of the defences better adapted for defence by the small force to be 
left for the purpose. The rebel line was about twelve miles in development ; 
the new line was less than three miles in extent. The entire engineer force 
was applied to the construction of the works, aided by details from the in- 
fantry of the 20th corps. The balance of the army had been put in motion 
against the enemy which had appeared on our lines of communication. A com- 
plete set of photographs, illustrating the defences as fnr as completed, were for- 
warded to the engineer bureau, and the works were projected on the map illus- 
trating the siege of Atlanta. 

Preparations were there completed for the march to Savannah, perfecting the 
organization of the engineer department, which now consisted of engineer troops 
and troops of the line doing engineer duty, 2,775 men; pioneers, 1,800 men; 
making an aggregate for engineer duty 4,575 men charged with the tools and 
tool trains as well as the pontoon train ; the aggregate length of the train was 
1,430 feet. A large number of axes and shovels were in the hands of the 
troops. 

The engineers were charged with the destruction of railroads, depots, steam 
machinery, &c., &c., in the city of Atlanta, all of which was effectually done 
without the aid of fire or powder wherever their use might endanger other prop- 
erty. Ties were burnt and rails heated and twisted of all the roads within the 
limits of the old rebel defences equal to a length of abojit ten miles of road. 
With all the vigilance of the engineers, lawless persons succeeded in firing many 
buildings in the business part of the city. 
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On tlic 15th and 16th of November the army corps severally commenced the 
march towards the sea- coast, and in their progress the Augusta railroad was 
destroyed as far as the Oconee bridge; the Georgia Central railroad, from within 
three miles of Macon to the city of Savannah ; the Charleston and Savan- 
nah railroad, from the Savaunah river bridge to Savanoah ; the Savannah and 
Gulf railroad as far as the Altamaha, and the branch from Millen destroyed, 
the branch from Gordon to Eatouton seriously damaged. 

On the march fifteen pontoon bridges were built at different localities : two 
of SO feet each long, two of 100 feet, three of 200 feet each, two of 250 feet each, 
four of 300 feet each, and two of 400 feet each — an aggregate of 3,460 feet 
in length. On the 10th of December the army arrived in front of Savannah, 
where reconnoissances were pushed forward and along the entire extent of the 
enemy's front, which was located aloog a chain of swamps and other natural 
ob:»tacles, and intrenched in the usual manner, and strengthened by means of 
gluice gjites and dauLS, thus flooding the entire front of their line. On tlie 11th 
it was determined to attack Fort McAllister, a plan of which had been found 
daring the reconnoissances, this being the only obstacle to a free communicati<)n 
with the fleet in Ossabaw sound. 

The engineer troops, under the direction of Captain Reese, engineers, rebuilt 
the •' King's bridge," which had been destroyed. One division of infantry 
crossed and advanced to the vicinity of the fort, formed, assaulted, and carried 
the work in a gallant style on the evening of the 13th December. 

The fort mounted twenty-two guns, generally in barbette. Its land front 
had a good ditch with a row of stout palisades and well-built glacis with abatis, 
exterior to which was planted a row of 8-inch shells arranged to explode 
when trodden upon. The obstructions in the river, piles and torpedoes, were 
removed from the channel, and steamboats ascended to King's bridge where 
the depot of supplies was located. 

The guns of Fort McAllister, as well as six 30-pounder Parrott's from Hilton 
Head, were to be placed in position preparatory to an assault on the main lines, 
when, on the night of December 20, the enemy, crossing the Savannah on a 
bric^j^ of flatboats, made his escape, abandoning a large number of guns and ma- 
terial of war, and blowing up his iron-clads. As at Atlanta, no regular siege 
approach was attempted. Reconnoissances led to the belief that assault would 
liave resulted in success. 

General Poe with General Reese, under the orders of the general commanding, 
after careful examination, selected a new line to be intrenched for the defence 
f'f ^ach stores and material as might be left there, consisting of a system of large 
lanettes closed at the gorge, and in defensive relation, with connecting infantry 
parapets, for a garrison estimated at five thousand men. The location of the 
new lines was very nearly the same as those of 1814. 

A nifip i.^ in course of preparation which will show the topography of Savan- 
nah and vicinity, the work of attack and defence, the new lines constructed du- 
ring the occupation of the city, and the lines of 1814. 

Before leaving Savannah, on the campaign through the Carolinas, by request 
of General Grov^, who was left in command at Savannah, General Poe handed 
him a paper, of which the following is a copy : 

"Headuuartkrs Military Division Mississippi, 
" Chief Engineer's Office, Savannah, Ga., January 21, 1865. • 

"General: In accordance with your request, I have the honor of sub- 
•i^Mttin^r the following memoranda with reference to the defence of the city of 
Savannah. 

" First. The defence of the city itself. This is accomplished by the line of 
W'orks now in process of construction, after the plan indicated in' my letter to 
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Major General Sherman, dated December 26, 1864. Tbeee works are now 
ready to receive sixtj (60) guns, partly siege and partly field artillery, and, in 
my opinion, are in a condition which would warrant their defence by the garri- 
son estimated for. Captain Suter, United States engineers, and chief engineer 
department of the south, has been furnished with a trace of this line, on which 
the several positions of the guns composing the complete armament are indicated. 
Captain Suter has aleo been furnished with those maps captured at this city 
which relate to the defence. Opposite the city, on the main Carolina shore, two 
small works should bo built, to command tlie union causeway and the Huger 
cau?eway. The above contemplates an attack by a much larger force than the 
garrison, and, in my opinion, will never be made. 

" Swond. The defence of the approaches. Three main roads lead into the city 
fi'om inland, viz : The Ogeechee plank road, (Darien road.) the Louisville stage 
road, the Augusta stage road." The last two join within IJ miles of the city. 
The points where the enemy's late lines crossed these roads furnish the best 
defence. When taken in conjunction with the obstacles formed by opening the 
sluice-gates at high tide, the positions are strong. If the bridge across the 
Ogeechee at King's is destroped, it eflfectually cuts off direct approach by that 
road, and it can only be reached by crossing the river above, and getting to 
it by some of the numerous cross-roads. An enemy would not be likely to do 
this unless he were in largely superior force, since he would necessarily put him 
self in a * pocket.* 

" Third. The defence of the river navigation. This is best accomplished by a 
force stationed at this city, large enough to go out and fight any enemy that 
would be likely to approach. In order that our opponents might reach any of 
the points where they could injure us much, they would be compelled to thrust 
themselves some miles beyond us, leaving whatever garrison there might be in 
Savannah on their flank and in rear. They could not interrupt navigation 
without establishing themselves in enclosed works upon the banks of St. Augus- 
tine creek, (we hold Fort Jackson,) and a very short time would suffice for the 
capture of any enemy having temerity enough to do this. 

*' With all our great resources of water transportation, I regard it impossible 
for our enemy to make a successful lodgement on St. Augustine creek. 
" 1 am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

" 0. M. POE, Capt, Eng., Brevet Col. U. S, A.. 

''Chief Eng. Mil, Dic'n Miu. 

** Major General G rover, 

''Comdg U. S, Farces, Savannah, Ga.** 

For the campaign to Goldsboro', inaugurated in mid-winter, to be made 
through a country famous for the extent of its swamps, all of which for five 
hundred miles distance were to be crossed af right angles at that season of the 
year when they were flooded with water, and generally regarded as impassable 
for troops, the engineer department w^as organized with great Ciire. The pon- 
toon trains were put in perfect order. Every officer and man belonging to the 
engineer organization was duly impressed with the importance of the part they 
were to take in the march, where so much was to depend upon prompt and effi- 
cient bridge-building and road-making. 

The same organization of the department was preserved as that made for the 
Savannah campaign: 

1. Staff: 0. M. Foe, captiiin engineers, brevet colonel United States army, 
chirf engineer military division Mississippi. 

C. B. Keese, captain engineers, brevet colonel United States aimy, chief 
engineer department, and army of Tennessee, (right wing.) 
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Amos Sticknej, first lientenant engineers, brevet captain United States 
army, assistant to Captain Reese. 

William Ludlow, first lieutenant engineers, brevet major United States 
inny, chief engineer army of Georgia, (left wing.) 

William Kossak, captain, A. D. C, chief engineer 17th army corps. 

Kloeterman, captain, &c., chief engineer 15th army corps. 

£ngineer troops and troops of the line on engineer duty : 

Ist Michigan engineers and mechanics, Colonel J. B. Yates, unassigned. 
li«t Missouri engineers, Lieutenant Colonel William Tweeddale, (right wing.) 
58th Indiana, volunteer infantry. Lieutenant Colonel J. Moore, (left wing.) 

Pontoniers and pontoon trains : 

Right wing, 1st Missouri engineers. 

Left wing, 58tli Indiana volunteer infantry. 

The pontoon trains remained exactly as before specified. 
The tool trains remained the same, but the number of tools carried along by 
gade wagons was greatly increased, particularly the number of axes. 
When the movement actually commenced, a portion of the army marched ma 
ster's ferry. The pontoon train of the left wing accompanied this column ; 
I other engineer troops and trains were transported by water to Beaufort, and 
oved thence by land. Owing to the season and the nature of the country, the 
:mand for labor of engineer troops was constant. 

The heavy rains which fell just as the movement commenced greatly impeded 
le march of the column, which crossed the Savannah at Sister's ferry. To 
aable it to progress at all, 700 feet of pontoon bridge were built, and 1,000 feet 
f trestle bridge ; also some miles of corduroying. 

The right wing met with similar obstructions, though not so serious. A pon- 
oon bridge was thrown across Whale branch, and fully one-fourth the road 
hence to Pocotaligo was corduroyed. 

On the ist of February, the movement from Sister's ferry and Pocotaligo 
ommeuced, the enemy at that time endeavoring to hold the line of the Salke- 
latchee. The left wing moved towards Duck Branch poet ofiice, and the right 
king by the two roads between the Salkahatchee and the Coosawhatchee ; the 
7lh corps being directed on River's bridge, and the 15th corps on Duck Branch 
r(><8-roadj», with a division thrown out to Anglesey post oflice. On the night 
f the 3d of February, the enemy's position at River's bridge was carried by a 
tortion of the 17th army corps. 

On the 4th, the 15th army corps reached Banford's (or Beaufert's) bridge, 
nd found it destroyed, the enemy having evacuated his works at this point. 
Twenty-two bridges, scattered over a mile of swamp, and averaging about 25 feet 
n length, were rebuilt during the night, and the whole road through the swamp 
^as corduroyed. 

The left wing, with the cavalry on its left flank, continued its march direct on 
Barnwell. 

On February 7, the Charleston and Augusta railroad was reached at Midway 
JJthe 17th army corps; at Barnberg, by the 15th army corps; at Graham's, 
JJthe 20th corps; and at Blackville, by the 14th corps, with the cavalry on 
t«left. The pontoon train of the right wing was pushed forward towards, and 
JI llie infantry of the entire army, together with the Michigan engineers, were 
mt at work destroying the railroad. This was effectually done ; all wood- 
i^ork was burnt, every rail was twisted, and all water-tanks, engines, and ma- 
hinpry of all kinds destroyed, to include the Edisto bridge and Williston, and 
«rtially destroyed, between Williston and Johnson's. 
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During the night of the 9th a pontoon bridge was thrown at Binnaker*g, 
and tlie enemj driven awaj from the position he had taken to dispute the 
crossing. 

Another pontoon bridge was thrown at Holman's, and all our force was across 
by the evening of the 11th, the left wing crossing at Duncan's and GuigDard^s 
bridg<;8. 

The right wing moved direct upon Orangeburg. The enemy opposed the 
crossing of the north fork of Edisto river, but, as usual, he was driven away, 
and three pontoon bridges built ; one on the main Orangeburg road, and the 
other two at Schilling's bridge. 

The 17th corps occupied Orangeburg, and destroyed the railroad thence to 
and including the Congaree river bridge. The left wing meanwhile was mov- 
ing towards Columbia by the nearest roads. The right wing now directed its 
march towards Columbia, and, after some opposition at Thomas's creek and Con- 
garee creek, where the enemy was found well intrenched, arrived at a point 
opposite the city on tlie 1 6th of February. 

Th(i bridges over the Saluda, Broad and Congaree rivers were all found to 
have been burnt. A pontoon bridge was built at the Saluda river bridge, near 
the factory, and a portion of the 15th corps crossed during the night. The 
left wing pontoon bridge was built over the Saluda at Zion church, 9 J mile« 
above Columbia, and some force crossed. On the 17th a pontoon bridge was 
built just above the ruins of the former bridge over Broad river, three miles above 
Columbia, and the right wing crossed to the north bank and occupied the city, 
the greater part of wliich wjis burnt during the night. Many reasons are given 
for this flagrant violation of General Sherman's orders. It was principally due to 
the fact that the citizens gave liquor to the troops until they were crazily drunk 
and beyond the control of their officers. The burning cotton, fired by retreat- 
ing rebels, and the presence of a large number of escaped prisoners, excited the 
intoxicated soldiers to the tirst acts of violence, after which they could not be 
restrained. 

On the 1 8th the left wing crossed the Broad river on a pontoon bridge, thrown 
at the mouth of Wateree creek, near Freshley's mills, and commenced the de 
structiou of the Greenville and Columbia railroad, from Alston toward Co- 
lumbia. 

On the 19th, by direction of General Sherman, all the railroad shops, depots, 
city gas-works, &c., in Columbia were destroyed, the Michigan engineere 
furnishing the working parties. 

On the 20th the march was resumed, the 17th army corps, together with 
the Michigan engineers, at work destroying the Columbia and Charlotte 
raihoad from Columbia northward, while the 15th corps was at work from 
Columbia towards Kingsville. 

The Charlotte railroad was thoroughly destroyed from Columbia to White 
Oak Station, 44 miles. At Winnsboro' the whole army was concentrated, and 
the left wing assisted in the destruction of the railroad thence to the northward. 

From Winnsboro' and VV^hite Oak the left wing and the cavalry moved to 
Rocky Mount, and the right wing to Peay's ferry. A pontoon bridge waa 
thrown over the Catawba (Wateree) at each of these points, and after a great 
deal of trouble, arising from high water, rapid currents and muddy roads, the 
army was transferred to the eastern bank of the river. The crossing was begun 
on the moi ning of the 23d February, and was completed on the 27th, afterone 
bridge at Rocky Mount had been carried away. It was 700 feet in length, and 
about 200 feet of it was totally lost. The balance was recovered, and the 
bridge rebuilt. 

By this time the cavalry had passed through Iiancaster — the 20th corps 
was at Hanging Rock — and the right wing was at Tillersville, in the vicinity of 
which it crossed Lyuch's creek, after almost incredible labor in building bridges 
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id corduroying roads. The remainder of the aiiny crossed at Finilly's and 
cMann's bridges. The whole army was now moving on Cheraw, and was 
nceutrated there on the 3d March, without any opposition not easily over- 
me. A large amount of material of war was captured at Cheraw, all of 
bich (except three guns brought on as trophies) was destroyed by the Mich- 
an engineers. 

The march was resumed on the 6th March, the 15th, 17th, and 20th corps 
os5ing the Pedee on a pontoon bridge at Cheraw, and the 14th corps and 
ivalry on another at Sneedsboro*. 

The whole army now aimed to concentrate at Fayetteville, N. C, the cavalry 
assing through Rockingham, and thence via the first road north of the Fay- 
tte^-ille and Albemarle plank-road ; the 1 4th corps via Love's bridge over Lwm- 
er river; the 20th corps rna McFarland's biidge ; the 15th corps via Gil- 
bnVt's bridge; and the 17th corps via Campbeirs bridge. 

All these bridges had been destroyed by tne enemy, and each was replaced 
ther by a pontoon or a trestle bridge. 

The concentration at Fayetteville was effected on the 11th March with very 
ttle opposition, tliough the enemy's cavalry was all around us. At Fayette- 
lle it was found that the enemy had greatly enlarged the capacity of the old 
nited Stiites arsenal. 

The Michigan engineers were at once set at work to destroy it, to batter 
own all masonry walls, and to break to pieces all machinery of whatever kind, 
nd 10 prepare the two large magazines for explosion. The immense machine 
hops, foundries, timber sheds, &c., were soon reduced to a heap of rubbish, and 
ltd concerted signal, iire wiis applied to these heaps, and to all wooden build- 
Dgs and piles of lumber ; also to the powder trains leading to the magazines, 
i couple of hours sufficed to reduce to ashes everything that would burn, and 
he high wind prevailing at the time scattered these ashes, so that only a few 
)ilei» of broken bricks remained of that repossessed arsenal. Much of the ma- 
hiniTV here destroyed had been brought, at the beginning of the war, from 
he old arsenal at Harper's Ferry. 

On the 13th pontoon bridges were thrown over the Cape Fear river as fol- 
)wr« : that of the left wing, just below the ruins of the road bridge, (it having 
een burned by the enemy,) and that of the right wing, about three miles be- 
>w, and the army commenced crossing. 

On the 15th the bridges were taken up, and the left wing, together with the 
avalry, moved out on the Raleigh road. The supply trains of the cavalry and 
f the left wing, under escort of one division from the 14tli corps and one 
rom the 20th, after going some seven or eij^ht miles turned to the east- 
'^ard, taking the main Goldsboro' road, whither they were ordered. The cav- 
Iry and the other four divisions continued on the Raleigh road until the enemy 
-a? encountered at Taylor's Hole creek. Early next morning the enemy, con- 
iitiiig of Rhett's brigade of t;outh Carolina heavy artillery, was attacked and 
aickly dislodged from his intrenchments. 

Our troops pressed on in pursuit, and soon encountered the enemy in consid- 
rable force, intrenched at the cross-roads south of Avery sboro', his lines ex- 
iadiug from Cape Fear river to Black river. At this point the peninsula be- 
ireen the two rivers is narrowest. By the time proper dispositions were made 
) attack, it was dark, and before daylight next morning (March 17,) the enemy 
as gone, but was closely followed as far as Averysboro' by one division of the 
0th corps. 

A map illustrating the operations at this point was forwarded to the bureau 
"* engineers with General Foe's letter, dated August 14tii, 1865. 

The pursuit to Averysboro' developed the fact that the enemy had retreated 

the direction of Smithfield, and our march was resumed along the main road 
!Dce to Goldsboro'. On the morning of the 1 9th, the right wing was within 
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two miles of the left. The enemy haviug kept at a safe distance from ui«, and 
destroyed all bridges leading to the northward, in advance of the head of our 
column, it was inferred that he did not intend to offer aiiy serious opposition to 
our march. The right wing was ordered to move from Lee's store direct to 
Golddboro*, and the left wing aimed to reach the same point via Gox'$ bridge. 
When near Bentonville, tlie enemy, moving down the Smithfield road, suddenly 
attacked the left wing and gained a temporary advantage over its leading di- 
vision ; but the other three divisions, the cavalry and the Michigan engineers, 
getting into position, repulsed every subsequent attack of the enemy, all of which 
were of a very dcj^perate character, as the rebel commander well knew that day- 
light of next morning would bring with it the entire right wing. And such was tbe 
case : that part of the army, marching nearly all night, and advancing via the 
same road that the left wing was on, but Jfom the opposite direction, reached 
the enemy's rear, not having been stopped a moment by the opposition of the 
enemy. The rebel line was of course at once doubled back, and a junction 
was made between the right and left wings of our forces. 

The next day (March 20) the first division 17th army corps succeeded in 
getting within 200 yards of the bridge over Mill creek, on the Smithfield road, 
and tlie 15th corps carried and held the entire line of the enemy's skirmish pits 
in itj* front. A«^ain the enemy ran away during the night, and was two miles 
beyond Mill creek. 

On the 14th August General Poe transmitted to the Engineer bureau a map 
which wiiA intended to illustrate this battle. 

The trains meanwhile had never stopped their movement towards Goldsboro*, 
and the troops now following, soon began to pour into that town, already occu- 
pied by the troops of General Schofield, and the most wonderful campaign of 
the war was ended. Two pontoon bridges were built over the Neuse at Cox'?, 
and two more near the County bridge, upon which everything crossed. 

Supplies of all kinds were very badly needed, and among the rest tbe can- 
vas covers of the pontoon boats needed renewal. In the train attached to tbe 
light wing this was particularly the case, since many of the covers had been in 
the watirr an aggregate of sixty days. Attention is especially directed to this 
train, because the material had been hauled from Nashville to Goldsboro' upon 
wagons, and had been in constant use, and yet the train was serviceable. In- 
deed, all that was required to make li perfectly efficient was a new set of canvas 
covers. 

Fully one-eighth of the whole army was without shoes, and nearly as badly 
off for the other articles of clothing, having now marched through the heart of 
the enemy's country, over swamps and through forests, nearly if not quite 500 
miles, occupying eixty days of time, during which they drew but little more than 
their sugar and cofl'ee from the government, gathering subsistence for them- 
selves and animals from the enemy's country. 

During the march from Atlanta to Savannah the line of march was parallel 
to the larger water-courses. On this, it led at right angles to them all, and, 
as expected, the difficulties encountered were greatly increased. The line of 
march was chosen near the junction between the clay of the upland, with the 
sand of the lower country, which may be tolerably well defined by tracing* 
line through the lower "rapids" on each of .the streams crossed. 

It was hoped and expected that along this line would be found the best 
roads and the minimum amount of mud and_swamps, while at the same time it 
passed through or in the vicinity of the towns it was considered important to 
attack. 

This supposition was entirely conect. Still the route, at its best, involves 
an immense amount of bridging of every kind known in active campaigning, 
besides some four hundred miles of corduroying. The latter was a very 
simple affair, where there were plenty of fence rails, but in their absence in- 
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folved the severest labor. It was found that two good fences furnished enough 
rails to corduroy a strip of road as long as one of them so as to make it pass- 
ible. General Poe estimates the amount of corduroying on this campaign at 
fully 100 miles to each army corps, making an aggregate of 400 miles. This 
is a moderate estimate. This kind of work was rarely done by the cavalry, 
since their trains moved with the infantry columns. 

The right wing built 15 pontoon bridges, having an aggregate length of 
3,720 feet. The left wing built about 4,000 feet, thus making a total of 7,720 
feet, or nearly IJ mile. The amount of trestle bridge built was not measured, 
but it was not so great. 

In corduroying, the entire available force of the army was used — engineers, 
pioneers, and infantry. The pontooning was all done by engineer troops, ac- 
cording to the organization already given, and the building of trestle bridges 
by engineers and pioneers. 

Surveys have been made of the entire line of march of each army corps, as 
well as the route pursued by the headquarters military division. The latter 
was as good a survey as could be made with odometer and prismatic compass, 
and was under charge of Captain U. A. Ulffcrs, assistant adjutant general vol- 
unteers, on engineer duty. 

Upon arriving at Goldsboro*, attention was devoted to refitting the army for 
a new campaign. The grand army was reorganized, so that it consisted of 
three divisions of two army corps each, viz : 

The army of the Tennessee, of the 15th and 17th corps, being the right 
wing ; the army of the Ohio, department of North Carolina, of the 10th and 
23d corps, being the centre; and the army of Georgia, of the 14th and 20th 
corps, being the left wing. 

The engineer organization to correspond with this, was : 

1. Staft*: O. M. Poe, captiiin engineers, brevet colonel United States army, 
chief engineer, military division, Slississippi ; C. B. Reese, captain engineers, 
brevet colonel United States army, chief engineer, D. and A. T. ; W. J. 
Twining, captain engineers, brevet lieutenant colonel United States anny, 
chief engineer, department of North Carolina; W. Ludlow, 1st lieutenant, 
engineers, brevet major United States army, assistant to chief engineer, 
M. D. M. ; A. Stickney, 1st lieutenant engineers, brevet captain United States 
army, assistant to Colonel Reese; A. N. Damvcll, 1st lieutenant engineers 
United States army, assistant to Lieutenant Colonel Twining. 

2. Engineer troops and troops of the line on engineer duty : 1st regiment 
Michigan engineers and mechanics. Colonel J. B. Yates, commanding, unas- 
signed. under direct orders of chief engineer ; Ist regiment Missouri engineers, 
Lieutenant Colonel William Tweeddale, (right wing,) pontoniers ; detachment 
15th regiment New York volunteer engineers, commanding, (centre,) ponto- 
niers ; engineer battalion 23d army corps, (centre,) engineers ; 58th regiment 
Indiana volunteer infantry. Lieutenant Colonel J. Moore, commanding, (left 
wmg.) pontoniers. 

3. Pontoon trains : With right wing, 600 feet canvas ; with centre, 600 feet 
canvas; with left wing, 800 feet canvas; total, 2,000. 

The organization of pioneers and tool trains was exactly as described here- 
tofore, except that it was extended to the additional force that had joined the 
armv. 

On the 10th April the army moved forward upon the road to Raleigh, 
meeting with feeble resistance. The usual corduroying and bridge-building 
commenced at once, and four pontoon bridges were laid across the Xeuse on 
the 11th. The city of Raleigh was entered without opposition on the 13th, 
and in a day or two afterwards followed the convention between General 
Sherman and the rebel General Joseph E. Johnston. At the time Oi' this con- 
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vention we had pushed a pontoon train out to Aven'a ford, on Cape Fear 
river, and liad built a bridge there. 

After the s^urrender of the rebel forces, the forces composing the right and 
left wings, as already described, commenced their march to Washington. 

Upon the arrival at Washington, the pontoon trains which had done guch 
efficient service were turned over to an officer designated by the Engineer 
bureau. One of them had been hauled on wagons from Nashville, Tennessee, 
via Chattanooga, Atlanta, Savannah and Ilaleigh, to this city. And the others 
had in like manner been hauled over the same route from Chattanooga, and 
they had been in almost daily use for a year, with one single removal of the 
canvas covers, and were in excellent condition when delivered here. 

Can any facts go further to show the value of the canvas trahi in campaigns 
of the character described ? No wooden boats would have stood u moiety of 
the rough usage bestowed upon these. A few days' hauling over the moon- 
tains of G<*orgia, or the corduroy roads of the Carolina swamps, would hare 
used them up. 

As the result of experience, it is suggested that a change be made in the 
wagons of tlie canvas pontoon train, so that the wheels and axles shall con- 
form to those in use in tlie quartermaster's department, and the balance of the 
wood-work be that proposed by Colonel Pettes. 

It may be mentioned that the bridge equipage, in charge of the 58th Indiana 
voluntt'i-rs, was hauled all the way from Chattanooga to Washington on the 
cmiinary (juartermaster's wagon, the convenience of -which was constantly 
observed for 1,300 miles. 

The constant practice of our troops has made them tolerably good judges of 
what constitutes a good defensive line, and lightened the labors of the engi- 
neer staft' very materially. 

Tbe accuracy of the fire of sharpshooters on both sides led the troops to 
adopt the '* head log" on all their rifle-trenches. This is a good stout log d 
hard w()j)d, which is cut as long as possible, and laid upon blocks placed on the 
su]»erior slope, a foot or two outside the int(»rior ci*est. The blocks supporting 
the ♦' head log" raise it sufficiently from the parapet to allow the musket to 
pass through underneath it, and steady aim to be taken, while the log covere the 
head from tlie enemy's fire. Frequently the blocks are replaced by ekidfi 
which rest on the ground in rear of the trench, so that if the "head log"i« 
knocked off the parapet by artillery lire, it rolls along these skids to the rear 
without injuring anybody; many miles of these **heaJ logs" were examined 
without finding any indication that their use had been otherwise than advia- 
tageous. There was no evidence? that a single man had been killed on either 
side by splinters thrown from them by artillery projectiles, or from logs thrown 
off the parapet by the same means. 
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ratire coflalrd Jrdin the Rf/urt of Iiicu/rnant find Brerel Captain Stick- 

.'if, rorps of enginerrs, Sd June, ISGG, to Gmcral Rirkard Delufirld, chief 

igin er United Siulci army. (Sets y^wwA Nob. 3 and 11.) 

itilc Tvinaiuiii^ in Gi)l(it>bi>r()', frnm ]tlnn-li 21 to April 10, tlio pontoon 

a wiM pur in cnmpk-tc r(>|inir an Tir iii^ in.ilcriul nt liiinil u'oulil atlmit. Thirty 

' cnnviiA boat covers wore rcL-eivcil, aiul all bnt li'ii of the old covcra ai-ut to 

ibcip. 

Ipril 10 the army movril out from Gnhli-boro' towards IlnWgli, arriviAff lit 

Litter place on ibo 14tli. Tbo next (I;iy thf; liiili .iiiiiy i-nipji proycfidtd to 
rri/ivillc .iiul llii- 17tli nimy corps to Joiics'n Stiition, ut wbii-li placca they 
thalli;i| on jiecount of llii" ncgoliiitioJi!* for tin' siim'nd<T of tin' cnumy'B 
IT. Xoiio of thy briJgt'S over the stri>:ims brtn-ceii (Julilr'bnro' mid liHleigli 
-c ilMlroyciI ; hnt tlx: phinkd were in mo^t cases lljrown olT and n-ero soon 
Uccil, (Musiing un debiy of any toiiseqiiouci'. Tbi; inada were in very hud 
idition betwctii fJoldsbnro' and Pineville, the 15th army corps being obliged 
build two hundred and fourtern (ail) iVet of wagon bridgen over elougba, 176 
tof riiol-bridg<'s, und Ihtrtepn tboii;>and one hundred nud ninety-six (13,190) 
rfi of conlnniy. The 17ih .inny corps made four hundred and twenty-fix 
!G)f>Tt of bvidgcif and i<ixtcru thuusaiid nine hundred and eighteen (lli.DlS) 
ris of conloroy. The iinny reraained in tliu vicinity of llaleigli till April 29, 
>ni,thu rebel army hnvin;; fiirreudoied, it i^tarted on its hoinewurd m^ircli to- 
Ai l*<-tor»bwrg, nhfrc tt arrived Miiy 6. Thi; loads wuro in excellent 
idition, and bridgc:< f<tnnding over nil the rivi^rs except the Neii^ic and Ron- 
ke. 'I1ie army arrived at Rubinson'ri ferry, on the Iloanoke, May 3, the 
Konn train being in advnnce. This river is si-ven hundred and forty feet 
le at the point at nhich tbo anny eios.ied, and the depth of water from five 
trn fcL-t. The pontoon train contiiined only five hnndred and eit^hty (dSO) 
tof bridging; lait they found four hir^e wooden boati) on the river, which 
re rigged np with centre-pieces, inaile four trestles, and the bridge was rendy 

cm«:>ing by 8 a. m. on the 4th, after s. hai-d night's work. After remaining 
' days at Petersburg the army moved to Manchester. 

^bc major general commanding informed Captniu Stickney that fVom Han- 
•ter up they would fiud bridges over all etrcams, as they were to be left for 
62 w 



978 REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR. 

them by the army of the Potomsic, which |)ivci'dc*d them; con!*e(jiicntly he did 
not think it iie(:(?j*snry to procure more ches.s. 

On the 12th of jM;iy tlie 17tli army c»»rpj* ?«tart(Hl for Alexriinlria, the loth 
army cor])?* on the followinj^ day, and aniNxl there on th(? I9th. T hi.* roads 
wore generally good all tlic way from lialrigh to Alexandria, and the army 
move(( with mu ])ri.<ing crlerity. lie was (!i:*.M]»])ointrd, however, about the 
bridgtr.**, there being none i»ver the l*ainnnkey or ()ee(K|nan riverr*. The former 
was very much fc^wollen. the water ovrrliuwiug tlie southern bank to the (iepth 
of about two and a half ('J.l) ft*<'t wIumi tln-y iii*st arrived, the moniiug of May 
13. and eontinued-to ris<.* during the day ami followiug night. 

The pontoon bridge was laid and some trains jiassed over that afternoon; Lut 
before tin* next morninir the wati-r ros(t so hi«:h that it became necessarvtn 
build a kind of trestle bridge about thirty (llO) yards in length to approach the 
pcmtooui*. This was done by the lirrit Michigan enginei is and 17th army corps 
pioneers. 

Lieutenant Colonel Wm. Tweeddale, with his regiment, the 1st Mi.s?ouri en- 
gineers, had charge of the ])')ntoon train. 

The pontoon train has, mo>'t of the time, been divided into two sections- 
one section moving with each army corps, and each section being accompaiuVd 
by a portion (d'the 1st Missouri enginrers. 

The 1st Michigan engineers moved with the 17th army corps, but were under 
Captain Stickney's orders only on the occasion at the Koanok(^ river. 

FoUowing is a statement of })iaces where pontoon bridges were laid : 

April 11, ov(?r Neuse river, at Battle's biidge, IGO feet. 

April 29, over Neu>e river, at Ferrel's bridge, 200 iV-et. 

May 3, over l{oanok(^ river, at Kobinsoti's ierry, 710 feet. 

May 13, over Pamunkey river, at Little Paigi'*s bridge, 200 fvQt, 

May 18, over Occoquan river, at OcccMjuan, 2S0 feet. 

Karrafirv colhifcd from t/ir report of Jjirufnianf Col am J and Brevet Bri^adiff 
General Cumxtork, of the rarf s tf tuisineers, of the 'ftth January^ 1S65, flw* 
dressed to General 'X^'rrijy and etqiij tti General Vehijitld^ ChitJ^ Kvgintcr. 

He submits the fidlowing re])ort of engineer o])erat ions, in connexion with 
the capture of Fort Fisln*r, together with a sketch of that work, and another 
of the country in its vicinity. (See plans Xos. -0 and G.) 

Fort Fisher is situated on the ])eninsu]a between the Cape Fear river and 
the Atlantic c)cean, about a mile and a half northeast of Fed<*ral Point. For 
five miles north of Fedcial P«)int this ])eninsula is sandy and low, not rising 
more than fifteen f«'(t above high tide; \\\v interior abounding in freshwater 
Bwamjis, often wooded and almost impassable, \\ bile much of the dry land, until 
one gtMs within half a mile of Fort Fisher, is covered with wood or low under 
growth, except a strip about three hundred yards wide? along the Bea-shore. 

The landing of the trooj)s com])osing tlu^ expedition was effected on the sea* ' 
beach, about live miles north of Fort Fisher, on January 12, 1865, and Painr'^ 
division was at once pushed across to Cajie Fear river with instructions to 
take up a line to bi? held agaitist any attack from the direction of Wilmington. 
This line on the morning of January 13 was already defensible, and was further 
strengthened during the day; while on the 14th a second line was laid out and 
begim under charge of Lieutenant J. 11. Price, in rear of its left. Pioneer com- 
panies were organized in Ames's and Paine's divisions ; and, as during the 14lh 
the fire of the rebel gunboat Chickamauga killed and wounded a number of our 
men, Lieutenant O'Keeffe, with his company of the 15th regiment Kew York 
volunteer engineers, was directed to build a batt(Ty f(»r two thirty-pouuder 
rifle Parrott guns on the bank of the river to keep her off. 

On the afternoon of January 14areconnoissancc wat« pushed, under direction 
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tLo mnjor penoral commaiulinp:, towitliin five* liuml red yards of Fort Fislier, 
1 a small advanced work taken i)<).ssessi(jn of. This Avas at once turned into 
lofensive line to lie held aj;ainst any attempt from Fort Fisher. The recon- 
ifr^aiKV" showed that th<' {lalisading in front of the work liad been f^eriou^*ly 
iiTi'il hy thi.^ navy lire; only nin<* j^nns could he seen on the land front, where 
teen had heen counted on Christmas day. TIk^ steady, though not ra])id, 
i of tli«* navy pnrvented the enemy from usin^r either artiHery or musketry 
tlie ncnnnutring ])arty. It scj-nu'd ])robahle that troops could be j^ot within 
olinndred yards of tin' work without s^erions lo.ss. anil it was a matter of 
eat dt>uht wh<'thcr tlie nec<*sfiary ammunition could b^* suj»]»lied by the 0]>eu 
•ach if regular aj»proachcs were determined on. It was decided to tassault, 
id xhv a?«sault was ma(h' on the IC>\\\, at .*H p. m., after three hours of navy 
"C, by three deployed brigadi-s, f(dlowingon(' an()th(*r at intervals of about three 
mdred yards, and each makinj^ its final rush for the west end of the land face, 
oni a rough ritie-j)it about thret^ hundred yards from the work. 
At the point attacked, the palisading was less injured than elsewhere, it be- 
K i»artiallv hidden, and it was necessary to ust^^ axes to cut, and timbers to 
itter it down, in order that troops might pass readily through it. Powder- 
icks for blowing these; palisades down had been prepared, but were not used. 

After seven hours' ligliting, gaining traverse by traverse, the work was won. 

Fort Fisher consists of two fronts; the lirst or land front, running across the 
)eniiisida, at this point seven hundred yards wide, is four hundred and eighty 
jrarJ* in length, wliih: the second, t>r sea front, runs from the right of the lirst, 
parallel to the beach, to the mound battery, a distance of thirteen hundred 
yards. The land front is intended to resist any attack from the north; the sea 
front to prevent any of our naval vessels from running through New inlet (»r 
landinj; troojis on Federal P(»int. 

Flnt land front. — This front consists of a half bastion on the left or Cape 
Fear river side, coimected by a curtain with a bastion on the ocean side. The 
I^rapet is twenty-live feet thick, averages twenty feet in height, with traverses 
n*ing ten feet above it, and running back on th<'ir tops, which were from eight to 
twelve feet in thickness, to a distances of from thirty to forty feet from the in- 
t<^or crest. The traverses on the left half bastion were about twenty-five feet 
^length on top. The earth for tins heavy parajjet, and the enormous traverses, 
•t their hnier ends mon^ than thirty fe<'t in height, was obtained partly from a 
Snallow exterior ditch, but mainly from the interior of tiie work. 

Between each pair of traversers there was one or two guns. The traverses on 
^^ right of this front wenj only partially comj)let(Ml. A palisade which is 
'<wp.lioled, and has a banquette, runs in front fd' this face at a distance of about 
fifty feet in front of the foot of the exterior slo])e, from the Cape Fear river to 
"•cocejin, with a position for a gun between the left, td* the front and the river, 
*Dd another between the right (►!' the front and the ocean. Through the middle 
^vcrjHi on the curtain was a bomb-proof postern, whose exterior opening was 
^Tered by a small redan for two field-pieces, to give Hank fire along the curtain. 

The traverses were generally bomb -proofed for men or magazines. The sloj)es 
>ftbe work appear to have been revetted with marsh sod, or covered with 
)nw8, and to have had an inclination of forty-five degrees or a little less. On 
lose slopes most exposed to navy fire the revetment or grassing has been 
niirely destroyed, and the inclination reduced to thirty degrees. 
Tiie ends of traverses as they rise above the parapet are very ragged ; still 
1 dmnagc done to the earth-work Qan be readily repaired, its strength hang 
Stmt the same as before the bombardment. 

The damage done by the navy fire was, 1st, to tho palisades, which were s ) 
fared as in most places to be little obstacle to assaulting troops ; 2d, to guns 
d carriages. There were originally on the front twenty-one guns and three 
Ttart; of these threefaurtks were rendered unserviceable by injuries to either 
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gun or carriage. Tlio gini in tin* vi;rl»t basticni, tljo field jiifcor in front of the 
po?«tern. and onw or two mortars, wi-rc* nscd against, tin* assanlting troops. 

Tliorc wft:* a iorniidaldc svsicni ot' torpcMliurs two hundred vard.-< in advance 
of thw front, the torijedocs l)('iijg about J-ijrlUy feet apart, and caeli ctintnining 
about on<; Inindred ])ounds of ]i(>\\der. TIu'V were ennnecied with the fort by 
three sets of wires: firtunairlv, tht' sets hadinjr direcilv to thos^e over which 
the army and navy eohiniiis moved had been ent by shells, and no torpedo wsw 
cxph)d(?d. 

Sccofid sen front. — This front eon>ists of a si-rics of bat terirs, mounting in all 
tii:enti/-four ij;unft, \\\v i\\{^(Yi.\\\ batteries bein;^ eoimecled by a strong infaiitnr 
])arapet f?o as to form a eonliuuous line. The same system of heavy travewc? 
ibr the protection nf the guns is n.-fd as on thi' laii<l fnmt, and these traver?csarc 
also generally bond)-])roofiMl. 

(Captain M. Adams, lih New IIam|rdiire vnbniteiis, and Fir^t Lii.uieiiaiit J. 
II. I'riee, lib I'nited Stales eiili)re(l tro'ip-. e'-m.aainling ])it»nt;er eomjuiiii'!* of 
Ames's and Faine's divisions, ami Fi:st Li<-iiieiianl K. S. O. Kuppe, eommantling 
comj>any of l;')th New Vmk vidiiutecr •■ngim ers, havi-, with their commandos 
b(M-n «d' gn-at ser\ iee isi ih" en:j.-.trueii«)n ol liaiiriii-s and defen>ive \Aorks. First 
Lieufi-nant A. 11. Kntj\vlt<Mi. lili N«-w Ilam]»>hire vohmteers, assisti-d in making 
.•^ketches of Fort Fisher; ;i> also J*rivate r*ehuhze, loth New York volunteer 
engineers. 

it maybe adde«l that in tln'riy b(imb-}'.nii»fs and magazintrs, and their pas- 
fiiages, there wr^re ll.^'iOl) feet of Ihiia- ^J)al•e, not inrluding the main magazine, 
which was exploded, and whose dimensions an* unknown. 



Xarratirr/lrnm jMa'-nv ]\[rA/r.sft'r\\- nport (tf ,htne 1, i^O.'}, f •rwiirdcd (o Gmcral 

Drhijivld^ C/i/rf Ktuj^invcr V/iitt'd i^fiifct arm if. 

The maps and plans (Xos. 7, S, 'J, and 10) imlioate in snlHcii'ut detail the en- 
gineer operations in the late camjiaign of the army of West Mis.'jissippi in 
southern Alabama, against tlie defences of the ciiy of Mobile. The principiJ 
of these took place beibn* Spanish l«>rt. Those before Blakely had been 
barely iniiiated when the place I'ell by assault. 

Formal siege (.perations not having been ordered or contemplated at Spaai*** 
fort, the atttMiTion of the en«rineer otlicers was exclusivelv directed to the Incfl-* 
tion and construction of batteries for the reception of the field guui?, with tl*^ 
troops and tln^ siege guns, as rapidly as tln^y could be deliver, d «)n the groun"? 
and the construction of such trenches as wen* ne«-ded simply to cominunicait^ 
with the batteri(*s. On the .SOlh of March, however, by special authority ^^ 
the major general conimanding, .Major McAles or directed the advanced lin^ 
trenches and pits to hi; connected ami widened in six feet, together with asufficiC^ 
number of approaches thereto, for the conveniem-e of tr()0])s |)ustt;d to resJ^^ 
sorties of the garrison, 'i'hese were completed by the 4th of April. Snbs<^ 
quently tliid advanced parallel trench became a s( coud j)arallel by the imili"? 
and widening in like manner the rifle trenches and breastworks constructed oH 
the advanced cn^sts of the ravines first occnpi.d, forming fur Boiue purposes* 
first ])aralh'l. 

'J'he investment of S[)ani.-li fort by land took i)lace on the 27th of Marcli. 
On the :29rh of March he located a battery t)f eight thirty-p(»under Parrott rifle 
guns on the southeast shore of Minette bay, against batteries linger and Tracy, 
and the rebel gunhoats, (all of which enliladed the ravine occupied by our right,) 
and the Spanish (ort communications by Hlakely river. This battery accnm- 
plishedall its proposed cdijects quire satisfictorily at ranges varying from ttrvntji' 
four hundred to thirt y-lhrcc hun Ircd iftirdi. Fire was opened from this battery 
ou the Slat March, as also from eighteen siege guns (iucludiug six twenty- 
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woiiinlcr rifles aiul oiglit mortars) and forty one fieltl j^un?, all in ])ositiou on tliat 
ilatr* ajrainr^t S[iani.<li !ovt itself. No entilading hatteries yet compkte. 

(.)ii rlie 4th April tliere wwr in posit ic»n ajr'ii'-ist S|)anisli lort tliirty-eight 
st'iC^^i' <r»ns (inclu<liii;r six twenty-pounder rifles and sixteen mortars) and tliirry- 
soven titdd fruns, all ot' wliieli. (seventv-Iive,) witli tiie .Minette bav batterv 
sijrainst batteries Hn^^er aiul Tr-icy, r»penefl fin' at fj p. m.. and eontinued till 7 
p. m. The eniiladinir b.-itterii-s nor (^nite nvMcly. 

On llie Srli April tliere v»-ere in position ai^nn-^t Spmisli fort lifty-threo ^iefJ^e 

guns ■ i rlndin;^ nine tv.eniy-poundi-r lilles ;ind .-i\l«'en ni irtars) ami tliirty- 

t'even ticld irnns. Ten sii-^i* rifles .md iive ririr«* liowiiz-M's on »»nr let'i centre 

enti!:ul 'd the eneniv's <-riin'" and hft. :uid f«)nr sie;r"' li'»wit7.ers el«ise in, near 

our i;xrreni'.* ri;rht. eniiladed thf eneinv's e.-nt-.e. Tiw* Mim-tie bav hatterv, 

b'Mriiiir i)n hiir.-ries llnu:"rand Traey.e.-nraini'd 'in tliis dsiefonr tliirty-poiiniler 

"ill! f.vt» one-linndre l-pin!id«'r lifles. 

Til' lin;il li»nih;irdm -nt Wnm all tlie^e ;rnns opeii'd .it ,").;>() p. m., and con- 
liniii (I till 7.:).) p. m. D.iri.iLC I'l' b »ni:) ir Ini 'nt a I )!l.;'m -nt ua> eflVetiiJ within 
lL».' eneinv's lino on hi-i ''Xtr.'ni' lej't. At aij mt inidnij:ht the e tir.^ forL was in 
o'.ir p)-t'ie..-i ► >. Spni-li lorr, lia-hil a »l«'Vei )p.n -n' of two niil.'S, an i an 
armimMr «if :ibv.ir foi-ty ixi!!-^, -t'v.-n of \v!ji -li w.-i-.* (.' » 'lijrn ni.n-tirs, two 
wiTi- eijjiii-ineli e )l.'nn!)i.iiN, f«»ur were he ivy jVirrott rifl -s. and theremiinder 
siejl'^ and tield jjcuns. 

Til' development of tie* eneinv's IJIikely line wa>^ two aiid a half miles, and 
\\v' am I'jient bi'tween f »rty anil lifry *^\\nii, prineipaliy fudd ;;;inis and howitzers. 
Tlnrl;iiil investment of IJlakely was eom])iet< <l on llie .">ih Ajnil. On the Olh, 
iucnlcr to obtain eonnnand of the eiH'iiiy's water eomninnie.it ions with ^lohile, 
frmn liltkely as well a>* Spanish !ort and batteri«'s linger and Tracy, (the navy 
bavin;: tailed in this.) McAlester established a battery fmtwoone hundred-pounder 
Prtrroitrifl'S on the sjjur immedijitely north (d' the head of Minettt? hay. On the 
0th April, the one-hniidred-})onnders not havinp; arrived, four ihirty-pounder 
Piirrott rifles were placed in tliis battery, and opcMied iireon tin' n^bel landing at 
Bkkt'lv, and the rebel transports movinjr on Tensns river. On that dav there 
^tre ill position against Hlaktdy tweiity-fiuir li(dd guns, and against the rebel 
pinboats, wliich were stationed so as to enfilade our right, (at a point ju^t above 
BLiWy.) four thirty-pounder rifles. Karly in the morning McAlester asked for 
lwe«ty-('ight siege gtms and sixteen si<'g(; mortars, arid to«»k immediate stepd 
to place them in position against Blakely. At o.30 p. m. the place was a»- 
swlicfi succe3sfulh\ 

On the lOlh April batteries were begun on tin? shores of Minettc bay, eight 
inindred yards north of Minette bayou, for two one hundred- pounder and eight 
tuirty-pounder Parrot t rifles against battc'ries linger and Tracy, which were 
*lili oecapied by the enemy. On tin* afternoon of the 11th the thirty-pounders 
opened tiro, together with the battery built on the southeast shore of Minette 
W, in connexion with o[)erations against Spanish fort, on batteries Huger and 
Tracv. At night of the sani' dav the latter were (evacuated. 

Mrtjor McAlester refers particularly to the services of Hrevet Major J. C 
lulfrcy. c iptai I of engine.M's, senior engine<'r l.'Uli army corps, and Brevet Cap- 
tain C J. Allen, cor|)S of engineers, seni.ir engine<'r I<)th army corps, in front 
of i?|i.niish fort. The gallantry ami professional >ki]l displayed l>y them in 
conducting eiigineering fiperations on their respective iVonts, and their energy 
and fiithtulaess in carrying out orders and instructions, arc? wm'thy of unre- 
jjfrvod comm "ndation Jind substantial recognition. 

Senior engineers and engineers of cordis and flivisions diil valuable service 
lliroiigliout the campaign. 

Captain Patten, of the Inspector d'eneral's department. v<diinteered his ser- 
vice-i to construet several batteries in front of Spani>h fort and on Minette 
bay, and iliey were w< II appreciated. 
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Wf.st Pihnt, N. Y. Jupe 2G, 1SC5. 

Sir : The bonnl of vi.-»itnrrf invit<-fl tin'.-* vc:ir to attend the annual examination 
of th(; I'niti'il States Military Acadrniy, and tt) inquire j^encrally into the con- 
dition of the in!»t tuti(Ui, ic.-'ih elfully .^ulmiit the fi)lh»\vin«: as their report: 

Tiii* ineniberi* of thi* board. bein«^ nj-.ivly all pn-s^ent, on the :id instant entered 
at ouL-e uj)«)n the disrharjrt' <d' tln-ir dutii'S. Within a tVw day?«, other.** arriving, 
the wlnde numbrr wa;? eomph-t**. Avith tin* (xcrijiion of (»n«' jr^'utloaian on the li?t 
who has not ajjpeapMl ; juid fnnn that tiino nuril th<* t«MMnination nf their labors, 
to dav, tin'v have eontiinu'd to d«.'V(»t«' th'-m.-dves. wiih nion* or h>H constant 
partiripatinn of each, t«> the lmsin»'ss for wliirh they a>^i'nibliMl. 

'J'iiis snniewhat pn>tractrd ser-simi ha- bmi orea^inncd, not. merely by tlie ii?njil 
gn»at vari(!ty of .*»ubj«*et.'' pn'sentcd for invest i^at<ni and eonsideratio!!, but by 
th(r A'/A* of tho »rraduatin;r class <if c.id«'is. more numt runs than anv ln-vrtoforc 
ev<r sent from the acadcmv, and tin' nrees-arilv lou-^rr lime rrcinirid lor their 
examination. 'J'ln* board b«lieve, however, lh.it tli • lime has n«>t been unprohl- 
ably emj)l lyed. 

'I'he boanl. after organization, and at olher tim«-s dnrinjr their stay, have visitrj 
and earefully insj)e('ted iIk? varii»ns bnil<lii:,:rs. Lrriunnls, lihrary, seiiMitilic appara- 
tu?*, and other properly attached to and n.-ed for tin? purposes <»f the academy, 
anil have, dnriii«:j a consider.ible portion of each day, attended tlie examinatitma 
of the s<'veral clas^i's. and have aNo wilnes>ed the exhibition of the drill of the 
cadets in the various bramhes «if military seivie<\ 

The training:, drill, .and discipline of the cailets in all that relates to the 
duties of tin' soldier aj>|»ear to the board t«» in* of the first an<l hij^hest order; anJ 
they doubt if a finer or more cnilitable exhibition in those particular:* can I'C 
made by a body of mililarv ^tudellts at anv olher inslilnlion in the ^vorld. 

The avera'j:<» pr«iliciencv of the vonn^: men of tin* i:radnaliii;r class, as indir.ited 
bv their answers .and ])erfnrmanc<s in the examination r«)om, was onlv fair.or.it 
b*apt imt abovi? the ordinary lUJ-aMire of <»ther jirsl-rale educational cstublishiuriit? 
in this country. 

'J'his is piMliaps principally owin;r t'> an attempt to erow<l t(M> much into tlie 
bast ve;ir of the aea<lemic course; a dillicnbv wliicdi may in some de;;rcc be 
remedieil by a proposed new arranLrfne'iit of the sul'jecis lauj^Iit during the toiir 
years given to instruction li<re. Ibii it. was i;vi(b'!it that there was m<»re tluin a 
proper and allow.abh* diff reiiee bt-twee-.i tin- M-e^iiMis of the tdass in (pU'.*ti<»u; 
and that some of those lowest on llu- lis! would b.anllv Ix' con.-idered as coming 
up to the standard necessary to secure the honors of a noble national insiiluH'^n 
like this. 

In one particular, esp«'cially, the members of the b )ard couM not help but re- 
mark a too jirevailinjj: d«-lici«iu-y, even in tin* hinbest cla.s>es. There wji.-? ft" 
alm(»st jreneral Av.inr of <listinctness and ])reei.-i"Mi in tin' language in which tbc 
cadets express<M.l their answers when under ex imination, exhibited evi'U \\\^^^ 
quent and ini.'xcusahle <«rrors of pronu iciation ; nd of grammatical construct on. 
While tin* board did not vet expect proof ol" lini-hed enltiv.ition and rcliolarsliip» 
it is thought that more pains t.akeii on the part b(»th of instructors ;ind pupil* 
might havci avoid<d ;it least smdi common and can-b .-s inaccuracy , and w<»ulrt 
Lave :?ecured a habit (d* exactness not to b<» alto;retiier overcome or confuscui 
even under the ordeal of examination. 

The subject's of disci[dine, instrueion, ])olice. admisiistratioii, and fiscal aftVir?. 
to which the attention of tin? board is bv I'W esi)f»eiallv directed, were referR'd 
to standing committees ; and the reports of those cour.nittees are hereto appended, 
as parts of thi.s report. 

As a means f»f obtaining direct and reliable intormation to guide tbein in their 
inquiries and reflections, the board corsidered it pr(»per, also, at an early day after 
their organization, to apply to thofre olUcers imm:; iiatidy connected with the gov- 
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ment and inptniction of tlio acadt-my. Accordingly, the following resolution 
* p.i;rse(l, and a copy thereof cominiuiicated to tlie supf^riutendent and each 
iibcr of the fcademic staff : 

' Re^ofred, That the superintendent of the ^Military Academy and the several 
Jiberi? of the academic staff be invited to comrunnicate to this board their views 
I gujrge<tion3 in writing, for the future nianagtMnent and requirements of the 
Litution, and what changes, if any, are necrssary f »r its increased usefulness." 
\nd afterwards, by finther resolution, t!ie same invitation was sent to each 
mber of the militarv staff of the academv. 

In comj>liance wirli this request, answers have been received from the super- 
leudent, and from th<' majority of the members of the academic and mihtary 
iffs, which, as being of more or h'ss intenst, and some of them cont;iining val- 
ible viows and statements, are also a})|)enfliMl and submitted h(;rewith. Si'veral 

the olHcers have not, Imwever, ma<le any reply, nor thought proper to give the 
lard the benefit of thrir suir^restions. 

In this connexion it is thought proper to record a difference of opinion in ra- 
tion to their respective |)owers and duties, which has arisen between the board 
id the superintendent of the acach'uiy, and the disposition made of the question. 
W rcconi is due to those who may c«)me after us, as serving to deliuc and cou- 
tnie the power and practice of any future board of visitors. 

Understanding that an order had been issued by the superintendent to the 
everal members of the academic and military staffs, requiring them to transmit 
uch communications as the board of visitors had invited them to make, only 
brnugh him as "the usual oflieial channel, '* th(j board considered it a just inter- 
trelaiion of the duty in wliich they were engaged, to pass and convey to the 
nperiiitendein tin; f«>Uowing resohitions : 

Ri'nJvrd, That this boar<l, deriving its existence and authority by appoint- 
iCRt of tiie President, under the provij?ions of a law of the United States, is 
bargi'd by that law, and by the instructions of the appointing power, to in- 
uireiiito, and report for the inf.>rmati(»n of Congress. * the actual state of the 
iscij»linc, instruction, police, administration, liscal affairs and other c<mcerns * 
fllie Militarv Academv; that the information soujiht for bv the board, in tiie 
licharge of their dulies. by in(|uiry an<l re<|uest for written or other commu- 
ications from the members of the aeadeuiic and military staffs, or from any 
ther officers or persons within the e<»niinand at West Point, is of the nature of 
Wlimonv: and this board does imt recojinize the riuht of the superintendent of 
"C acadi'my an J commandant of tlie p:»st to supervise? iht; said testimony, 
'^Micr wrirten or oral, or to recjuire the same to pass through his hands, but 
leiiii'8 the propriety of his claim to any such suj)ervision or inspection. 

"itt*o//W, That the secretary imm-diarely conmiunicate a copy of the fore- 
sting resolution to Brigadier General Cullum, the superintendent of the acad- 
emv." 

flH'3G resolutions being forw.ird(?d by the su|)erintendent to the War Depart- 
^^t for ins true tit ms, tlie board are gratitied to h;arn, from copies of correspond- 
^ce c(iinmunicat.t;d to them, that the ^Secretary of War is of opinion that "the 
°*Wrtmrnt has no authority over the board of visitors to direct its c nrsi? of pro- 
fWiiro for acquiring information upon the points concerning which it is required 
to make repori.'* If it were otherwise, it must b(; very obvious that circum- 
!tanc(v might some time exist under which a board of visitors might be crip- 
)Wof hi u-'cfulness, and defeated in the pursuits of the very information it 
B'^iit be most important to obtain. These remarks, however, and the course 
f the present board in this matter, are not to be understood as meaning any 
Dpeachment of the present superintendent, so far .as relates to the general ex- 
ti»e of the duties of his office, or aa intimating any disposition manifested on 
»part to interfere with or limit the general scope of the inquiries instituted 
' tliem. On the contrary, the most perfect facility in every other respect for 
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pursuinj]^ their invcstijrations lias been most coiiitoouflly, nml at all times, 
afFonled by (leiioral OuUuin liims'^lf, as well a» by all oiIu'M nbariiig in thftgov- 
crnnn'iit or manap inont of the aeadeniy. 'J'hcre wan only an fcsne mailc with 
him ill re<jfard to the ])roj)er h-rral power of the vitfitors* i)i which they hirlievcd 
him honcHtlv mi-taktn in his int<'rv(Miti<m ; and thev C0Ms*idired it n dntv to 
themselver* and to the jr'ivcrnnn'nt to niaiiilain and vindicate th«*ir right of free 
investijralion. J^nt, tn iheir surpris<* and rcfjnt, thev find that (.Mrneral Cullura 
does not nnderstand the h'ttcr of thf Sccnlmy of War to him a;s snstaining 
the po.sition takrn by tin' b(»:inl, bnt still p(M>itts in rrqnirinjc tlie inf<»TmatioD 
iriven bv his olHccrs to ome onlv thmn^h him. Several sncli commnnicaliona, 
when the call fnr them was nncwcd. hav<' been thns forwarded jnst asth^-bnard 
is closinir its session. IW n f-nnee to the nio>t of ih«'se it will \h' sn-n thntthe 

r? • 

writers an^ r«'nnrkably r«*ric<'iit or nnwlUin;; to sjirak in re«rard to th»* aca«leiny 
in any way; and it is onlv to !»;• Icfl to cninfcture how far snch derlininjr to 
testify u\\y or may n!it havi' bi'-n afi'icf'-d by tin* fict that their Irtlers muft 
pass nnder the I'xuniirition ot' thvjr co ninaMclii!;^ ofiicv-r. 

Kef»Triti;r t » tin* accoinna'ivinLT r"i))rts ot' tin* several cnnniirei s clmrjjed 
with the considcra!i«»n «if s in-iil sulij«'cr-. and to the sniriri'Stioiis fnrnisliod br 
ollicers of the aca(l<niv, it is not (b'»ni'-d nccr.-sarv to n'prat th«' details contaiiieJ 
therein, nor rnlarj^o tlur vir\\>> ami reasoning on tlir ditfernit points ])n'SOiiteu. 
The members ot the boanl an- a;j:rf«'d in tin' following; general conclnsions aud 
recommendations, \vh eh tiny propor^c as emliodyiiii; all that they think niosl 
inijMirtant now to b«' nr;^«d lor the futnrc incrrasfd n.-(-fnlncss of the institution: 

1. W«? are (>f opini n that tin' law ^Imnld In* si> chanp-d as that the puperin- 
tendencv of tin* acadimv mav be thrown open to tin* whole army, instead of con- 
lining the Heh'Ction, as now, to an oillcer ^^i tin* cnjiineer corps. The institu- 
tion havinj; c<ased to be onlv, or mainly, a scho(d for enj^ineers, as at iir:jt e*- 
tablished, and having become the one great national military and ])olytecniiic 
institute of onr country, the reason for such exclusiveness no longer exittfl, 
and it is recommended that the appointment be frte hereafter to every armof llic 
service. 

2. Looking to the probable organization and increase of the array of the 
United States, and finding that with the present accommodations, and at a com- 
paratively small increased expense, a greater number can be educated than are 
now admitted to the academy, we recommend that the corps of cadets be iO" 
creased to lour hundred ; but this increase should of course be made gradually 
and in successive y(?ars, s<^ as to keep up a due proportion and equality of miin* 
b'^rs in the diften^nt classes. We desire, however, not to be understood in tbi3 
recommendation as proposing to interfere with a system which we trust will be 
adopted for commissioning a larg(* proportion of ofHcers from the ranks orffO*** 
civil life, on ])roper examination. The d(*mand will be ample enough toreq^i'* 
both sources of supply ; and we are clearly satisfied that, in justice to the many 
meritorious oHicers and soldiers of volunt(rers who have shown their patriotic 
devotion to the country in its late hour of trial and need, selections should ^^ 
made, and commissions given to all those who can establish claims to appoio*' 
ment by reasonable proof of capacity and acquirements, taken in connexi*^** 
with fictual service in the field. On this point, too, we beg leave to suggc^* 
that it might be a wise and just act of lejrislation for Conjcress to exteni tl*^ 
age of admission to the academy to twenty-four years, for the benefit of tbo^ 
young men who have be(*n not less than two years in the military service ^ 
the United States during ihe late war of rebellion, thns making their crises c 3^' 
eeptional to the general rule. 

3. iSince the act of 1812 the smndard of admission to the academy hasbe^^ 
limited to reading, writing, the four ground rules of arithmetic, proportion, aii^ 
vulgar and decimal fractions. We adopt the recommendation contained in tU^ 
report of the Committee on Instruction, that the standard for admission beraiac^ 
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' tLe addition of English grammar, dcpcriptive gcograpliy, particularly of our 
'n country, and the liistory of tlie Unitrd States. With tlje standard thud 
sed, not only a hotter class of students would enter the academy, hut a great 
d veiy much needed relief to the crowded courses of the first and second 
i?pe8 would be ohtaiucd by the transfer of studies proposed hy the committee, 
.lich could bo effected in consequence of the tinut saved by the previous ac- 
iiTtmont of the branches reconinnMided. 

4. As connected with this raising of the standard of fjualiiicatit)u for admis- 
on to the academy, we recommend such change of the law as Avill recjuire ap- 
ointments of cadets to he made, under proper conditions and restrictions, one 
ear iu advance of the date when they are to (^nter the institution. Tnis will 
ecnn* readiness for examiiiati(«n and manv of the advanta^res that would be do- 
ived from the establishment ol a prej)Mratory school. 

5. AVe rejjeat the rec(»mrnendati«)n made so often by l'«>rmer boards of visitors, 
hat some legitlative provision l»e madv for c(un])ttitive examinaticui of candi- 
lates for cadetships. Such examinations, for convenience and ec<momy, ought 
be held in the several Slati-.-f or districts from which the apj)ointments are to 
je made, under tin* supervision of tlie members of Congress, who by usage have 
the nominations, and at the expense of the government, which expense need be 
hut trifling in amount, as eompared with tin; great advantages to be gained by 
ticFelection of the most pronnVing asjiirants. 

6. Candidates may now he admitted between the ages of !(] and 21. We 
Twommend that in future no on(^ be received who is under 17 or more than 
22 years of age. The s(iverity of the physical training and discipline is such 
that youths of 16 often do not ]»oss6ss the re(|uisite strength and power of en- 
durance. A creator maturity of mind and body of those entering seems de- 
nrable. 

7. Our attention has been attracted to the fact that under existing regula- 
tions the cadets are forbidden to wear whisk(?rs and moust^iclnts. This may 
Nfcm to be a matter of small consideration ; but we are of opinion imk while 
the present close-shaven faces d« tract from the manly and soldierly appearance 
of the corps, nothing is gained by this lule, but, on tbe contrary, perhaps some- 
thing lost in point of health. We recommend that the regulation be so amended 
i8 to allow the entire beard and whiskers to be worn, only requiring that they 
w kopt closely and neatly trimmed, and with as much regard as possible to 
ttniformity of style. 

8. In view of the fact that a V(rry large proportion of the cadets who arc re- 
twntd to the academy, after having been found deficient and dismissed by the 
■ttdemic board, fail in their subsequent examinations and are again dismissed, 
^ arc decidedly of opinion that the best interests of the institution require 
that great caution and discrimination should be used in returning those who 
J»ve thus failed. 

9. In accordance with the report of the C^ommittee on Adminisiration, we 
«f*ire to record our strong disapprobation of the too prevalent habit of profane 
S'fearing, as existing among the cadets, and earnestly to recommend that every 
T^^r expedient be used to check and su]>|)ress a ]>ractice so unbecoming and 
pf^nicicus ; and we also advise the establishment of public daily prayers for 
the cadets, at such hours as may not conflict with other exercises in the acade- 
'^Xiand in accordance with the practice of other colleges in the country. 

10. It will be observed that the C(unmittee on Administiation have in their 
^^ nnimadverted with severity on the practice of ** hazing," consisting in 
"'^gro^s imposition by the cadets of the classes above on those newly arrived 
•^'of the fourth class, as well as their forced exaction from those neophytes of 
the performance of the most menial otfices. The Committee on Discipline have 
^'nimented on the same subjt^ct, and urged the continuances of measures for its 
*ff"^liial suppression. It is, in fact, the English system of " fagging," carried 
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lifre poinf*timos to barharoii'^ oxtromc?8. No good, but much linrm, can cnmo of 
»»iicli Pfltit^h niul o])pn's!siv(i custom, "and wo trust tliat the Secretary of ^Ya^ 
will continue to sustain the autlioriti<'S of tlio acadrmy in their eff»rts, by 
abrid^rmcnt of f urlrjufrhs and otln-r iiltinj^ punishinentj*. to entindy break it up. 

] 1. We concur in tin* \\v\v t.ikcn by the (.■<»nnnittee on l)isci[diuo of the pro- 
priety of introducing; into tin* pystfiu of punislimonts of cadet» a more 
marked distinction lictwcrn jrross otVcnc<*s, or such as involv(; moral turpitude, 
find such as* are mcu-f strictly c<»nventinnnl, and in vinlatinn only of necessary 
rt'gulations. Many dt-rnujurncit s of the latter class, which are now punished 
by demerit marks, and which mirks accumulate a«rainst the offender, who may 
be only can/h-ss autl mischi«-v(»us, Imt n<»t bad or unjiromisinpj, and j^o to affect 
liis class standiiiir, it appi-ars to us mijrht b(-tt« r be followed by some fitting 
penalty on the sjior, and so doiKf with. Ft>r such conijiaratividy trivial nffcnccs 
a pnunpt and certain pMuishnunt would be better, without reserving the added 
chances of dc-^jradati'Ui or dismissal, cxce[»t in cases of repeated petty misdoing, 
where tin* j)enally mi«ilit still Im; 1«)ss *»t' future standin*:, not for the original 
breach of rules, but for the spirit u[' incorrigibility manit'ested by pei'sevcrauce 
in Buch behavior. 

12. We recommend that a iirst assistant professor of tln^ Spanish lanirufi^o be 
provided for, to be put on the same footinjjj as first assi:«tant pr«)fessor iu the 
othiT branches of study. 'J'he board are j^ratilied to learn, from tlie ch-ar and 
full st^itement reported by the C^Jmmilte(^ nw Fiscal Affairs, that the accounts of 
the academy and j)ost have Ikh-u kept <luring the past year in the most accu- 
rate and satisfactory manner. 

Among the objects of proper expenditurp to la? brouglit to the attention of 
Congress, the board of visitors c'S|>ecially urgtr Ibr favorable consideration the 
great nec(;.«.sity for an imj)roved systeni of ventilation and heating «)f the bar- 
racks and other academic buiMin;rs; an improvement in the apparatus for cook- 
ing for the cadets; re})airs of the hospital building, including the introduction of 
baths fiAthe sick; the construction of water-closets in the library building, and a 
r?upj)ly of new furfiiture for the reciiiriou r«M>ms, much of that now in use halv- 
ing becouK* dilaj>idated and worthless. The nt-ed of ajiprojjriations for the?e 
f<everal jjurposes is set forth fully in tin* report of tho Committee on INdice, and 
the boanl concur in tlu'ir reconnnendations. The Secretarv of W;ir can cause 
exact estimates of the co>t of these several proposed supplies and improvements 
to be furnislurd in him, if he should jut fer not to dejx-nd on tho.-e submitted by that 
committee. 

The board concur also with the riconim«Midations made bv the Committee oil 
Fiscal Aftairs, that suiHcient appropriations be mad(^ ft)r the removal and enlarge- 
ni(;ntofthe gas honse and works, whitdi are now inadiMjuate to the wants oi 
the academy and post; for the removal and reci)iistruction of the niigiziue, 
which is noNv in stianjre and danp-rons proximity to the engim*er barrack ami 
othc-r buildings, and fi»r a thorough rejiair of tin* oilicers* (|uarters. 

Anf»ther improvement proj)r»se(l by the C<»mmittee on Aduiinistration has been 
thought by the board worthy of sp-ciil nn-ntion and recommendation. It i? an 
extension of the cemetery. If tin; argument for eidargement «)f that most inter- 
esting and ^acred sj)ot sliould not ])revail over the (d»jection of economy, it is 
hoped that a sum may bi' obtained at least sullicient to re[)air the ]U'esent dilap- 
idated (enclosure and clear up the neglected ])aths, so as to show decent respect 
for the last resting placi? of the honore(l brave, and the sniilten hopes of our 
country, whose graves occupy that beauliitd plateau. 

Among many improvements nude during the administration of the present 
BUperintendent id one of peculiar and touching int(;rest : it is the device of placing 
on the walls of the chap(d neat marble tablets, or mural mcmuments, inscribed with 
the names of those dead army oiiicers who have in the past been madeillustrioua 
by rank, or gallant deeds of arms, or have fallen iu battle. It was a happy 
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to be ezecuted at ibis particular place. It is most fitting that the Uniterl 
Military Academy, the nation's great school of arm?, should be made to 
ite Buch names and histories; thus keeping before the eyes and present 
lemories of the young men here educated the noble example of faithful 
and devotion to our common country. 

)oard recommend that the tasteful and enduring record thus begun shall 
naed, and that means be furnished to extend the same mark of respect 
c officers of our army, regulars and volunteers alike, who have suffered 
bh in the war just closed in a glorious aud successful struggle to vindi- 
honor and maintain the life of the nation. Happy for the recreants who 

destroy their government if, in the light shed from such a brilliant roll 
litbful, their names and treasonable career could be thrown into deeper 
of oblivion ! 

ontinuing the erection of these memorial tablets, including a mural monu- 
Washington, for which an appropriate* design has b( en made, the board 
Y recommend an appropriation by Congress of live thousand dollars. 
a sum will also enable the superintendent to finij*h a now incomplete ar- 
tnt for the preservation of many of tlie most interesting trojdiies of war 
ave accumulated here ; and especially to inscribe suitably with the names 
)attles in which they wer^^ taken some of the finer pieces of ordnance 
ire been captured during the rebellion and sent here for keeping. Let 
sting lessons, engraved on stone, and bronze, and iron, fill and stimulate 
•ts and minds of those whose special tat^k it must be hereafter to aid in 
ng and defending our flag and all that it represents. 
aose who may come here in the future to prepare for such duty from 
»nce in insurrection hail the sight of these proofs that the parncidal at- 
f their fathers was a failure. And let all unite in cultivating by every 

1 inflqAce that which now, more than ever before, seems to be a growing 
Dgthning sentiment at this national school of military and general science, 

truest and most precious interests, duties, and inheritance of the soldier 
citizen are one, the same, and can ncjver be separated. 

ROBERT C. SCHENi:K, of Ohio, 

Preside fit of the Board. 

F. A. COXKLING of New Yoric, 

See ret ar if of the Board. 

JOHN M. FESSENl)KN,*ilW«r;/i/.ve^/*. 

ALFRED P. ROC^KWELL, Conneetiatt. 

J. F. DRIGGS, Miehiiruji. 

THO:\IAS COTTMAX. Louisiana. 

I). H. mSVrMk'Sl. Alabama. 

MORTON 8. WILKINSON, Minnesota. 

J. I). LYMAN, New llajnpshire. 

CHRIS. C COX, Martfland. 

A. G. :\L\CKEY, t^out'h Carolina. 

J. B THOMAS, California. 

A. V KELSEY, Maine. 

J. W. NYE, Xerada. 

HENRY W. LEE, Iowa. 

DAVID L. SWAIN, North Carolina. 

WYLLY WOODBRIDGE, Georgia. 



.• 
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West Point, N. Y.. Jnne 26. 1865. 

Sir : I liave tlio honor to acknowledp^e tin? receipt of your communication fl 
the Stli in:«tant, transmirtin:^ a rr*:<ohition of tlio board of visitors rc] iit sting ih 
acadofiiic st.'ift* to *• coinnuiiiicate in writin*^ their vi.'w»» and sufrgeution? rcgardirv 
tlio futnro man:ig(Mn«-nt and re(|nirenvMits of this in.-^titution, &:c., &c." Officia 
dnties havt* prevent (mI my giving; it (Mrlier attention. I now have to re>plja 
foHow.** : 

The laws enacted in 180:2 and I'^l'i, nnch-r anthoritv of whieli the Militar 
Acad<?mv was (?.-tahlished, were an aclvnnwh'd;rine.it bv Conjrre.ss of the necci 
i*ity of a special traininjj; for oilitrers of enjijinrers and artillery. At that timctli 
wants of the inilitiiry Ferviee were inef)nsiih'rabl<.' a? compared with those of tb 
preri(*ntday, and the ])revailin;; idras of what a military I'dncatiiin f^honld inclad 
were wi(h:Iy dilferent from ihu-e wliich prevail now. Whatever m ly have bee 
the orij^inal desi^^n of it-; fonnders. it is elear that in its sphere of usefuhiess th 
Military Academy has far ontjrrown that which was primarily proposed. It 
gradnates not only till all grade's of command in the army, bnt hirj^e number 
have retnrned to the pnrsnils of civil lifr, and carried with tliem into ahnostever 
community in the land the inihn*nces tln-y have there received. 

The experience of the pres(?nt war has impressed on the national mimlnc 
only theadvantag<*s, bnt the absohite necessity, of a military education forofficei 
of our army, and has proved the valm' of the academy in giving that tniiiiing 
but it has also deepenc^d a wide-spiead conviction of the importance of imbuia 
its graduates with such a spirit of true nationality and unswerving loyalty, tbj 
at no future time shall the s[)ectacle be pr(?sented of men educated at the nation 
expense, and fostered by its liand, turning against it in the hour Qf it3 sevcrci 
trials, and using tlie knowledge they owed to its generosity to destroy it. E 
tablished. as the academy was, as a school of engineers and artillery; managed, i 
it has been for over sixty years, by tin; engineer department, that deparimei 
would have been neglectful of its trust if it had been forgetful of the ppeci 
duties assigned it, and had not made its interests, if not of the first, at least 
eminent importance. Bnt to make the school more strictly of imtional valne ai 
less special than heretofore, its administration must be modified and placed on 
broader foundation, for experience teaches how unwise it is to intrust iniporta 
national interests to any one set of m(m who have one principal end to subderv 
wliose antecedents and whose professional experiences are identical, and wh 
from the very nature of their interests, their education and their habits, no mf 
tcr what may be the changes in the wants of the army or tlie country, fiud 
difficult to adjust themselves to the new order of things these changes necc 
sarily create. The MilitJiry Academy has well answered what was original 
requiixnl of it, and much more ; it has given good engineers and numbers of otfc 
gallant ofiicers to the army. Hut now that the whole army, vastly increased 
numbers, looks to it more than <fver befon^ as the fountain-head of its professiof 
educJition, it seems but proper, and mon; consonant with our experience in 
other branches of the gov(»rnm<mt, that the academy should be re-established 
a broader and more liberal basis, at once mort; consonant with the character • 
and more worthy, the grcr.at nation which sustains it. Without discussing 
length the reasons for the changes here proposed, I shall simply present the 
as follows. I consider it of the first importance that the whole raitter of milita: 
education should be taken out of the hands of the engineer department, to whi 
it is now by law solely intrusted, and th=it the administraion of the affiirs 
the Military Academy, and any other national military schools for special pi 
poses which it may hereafter secMu proper to establish, shall be confided, und 
due authority of law, to a separate bureau of the War Department, distinct a 
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independent of all the othor buroaus of that department — termed, for instance, 
the Bureau of Militari/ Education, 

This bureau should be charged with all the details of business connected with 
the Military Academy now assigned to the engineer bnreau at Washinjrton, 
andslionld be the sole medium between the academy and the Secretary of War. 
It gbould have at its head a i^cniral qZ/icprt snU'ciod from all the general oflicers 
in service, solely for his fitness for the duty, to be appointed to the position 
by the President, with the advice and consent of the Senate. 

It should be provided by law that no oflicer should hold the office after reach- 
iuglLeagc of fifty (oO) years. 

The superintendent of the Military Academy should be the very best man 
lifho could be selected frtmi the whole army. The position demands the highest 
onliTfif ability, joined with a peculiar aptitutle for its special duties; and in the 
selection of such a man there should be /to rvsfriclwn whatever as to corps or 
rank. 

Itwonld be a most remirkable condition of things if outside of the corps of 
engineer? there could be found no oflicer competent to execute the duties of 
tbi? po.<ition ; but if the efficeis of enginc^ers were superior to all others in the 
army in their fitness for the dutv, the selection could then be made, as now, from 
lb.ii body. In view of the im})ortanee of the tni^t and the number of ofticc^rs con- 
stantly on duty at the post, the superintendcfut should have f/te heal ranh and 
ihcpay and emoluments of a hrii^adier a:eneral. 

No officer sbould be appointed to or retain the position after he was Jiffy (50) 
Jjtan of age. 

ACADEMIC RB('OMM[:\DATIO\S FOR PROMOTION l.N TIIK ARMV. 

The recommendations of the academic board for the promotion of graduates 
into the army are based on the general standing of the class according to merit 
m the various studies pursued : in general terms, those who graduate the highest 
being recommended for the engineers and all otlurr corps hvlow; all coming after 
tne?p, for the ordnance and corps below ; the next in order of merit for the 
wilier}', cavalry and infantry, and the lower half of the class for the cavalry and 
infantry. There is no fixed rule followcKl as to where the lines of demarcation 
between these grades of merit shall be drawn ; but the theory is, that only those 
^recommended for special corps who are emiiutntly fitted for them. Too many 
iDStancea can be adduced to show that praetivalhi this is not the case, but that 
tue distinctions deduced from the numeriral positions of the graduates are for the 
"J'Wt part entirely arbitrary, and convey no exact idea of the fitness of the in- 
dividuiil for particular duties or pursuits of the practical nature of which he must 
P^Sssirily be entirely ignorant. When these r(*commendations come to be taken 
ID connexion with the actual wants of the serviee at thc^ time a cla>*s graduates, 
*l"l greater inconsistencies arise, and the results are that constantly appointments 
We made most unsuitable and unfortunate, if fitness alone is considered as the 
standard. 

So long as th(! academy retains its present status as a school of engineers, in 

tile eye of the law, so long it may be i)roper that the present system of i)romo- 

I'on fmm the academy to the army should obtain ; but if the school is to be 

Used for the benefit of the army as a whole, it appears to me to be much more 

jwt to the graduated and to the various corps, as well is more consistent with the 

^pirit of our government, to put every graduate at once into such arm of service 

^* the line of the army as each may select, where, by actual duty with troops 

for one or two years, he may first acquire that practical every-day knowledge 

M^ntial to every officer, no matter what his position or talents, and from the 

Ji'ne paM to that epecial staff-corps for whose duties he has au aptitude, by pre- 
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H('iitiii|2f liiin?Mt* bcfure a board r)f ofiicoiB of tlint corp8, and undergoing sucli 
nil cxaininatinn as may lu* prcgcrilMfl for piicli applicaut. 

Vacaiuiir* in llir Fl;ilV cnip}- ^ll<•llld only be fillvd from tlie line of the armv 
intliir* wav. It i^ more iii.-t to tboso mcritoriourt oflicors in the liiiewlio mr^vnot 
hav(* praduatnl at Wrst Pt) nt, while it drprives* the f^raduate of tlie MiHtary 
Aeadiniy of nnin- of tlie a<lvaiitair<'.** which his Wrr^t J\)int education has given 
him. 1 1, avoids all a|)j»e;iiaiu-«'s nf exclii^ivoiHsjs in the selection of ^taffot]!iL■^,•^5; 
it makes the <)liieeis of each stall enijis respnnsihle fur the new men whi) are 
allowed to eiit»r irs ranks, and tills tlu-se corps* with devoted and willing 
servants. 

SVSTK.M OF I\STRirTIU\. 

The ]u*esent j-ystem of haviii^^ professors appointed fnnn civil life at the Lcids 
of departments of instruttion, assisted bv otlieertii of the artnv detailed for the 
purp 'Se, is a j^ood one, pn»vided that* in the case of the prof»'.^s»ort*, a suitable 
selection is orijjcinally made, and that a«re, disease, or other infirmity has not im- 
paired their powers ; and that in the case of the oflicers, those only are selected 
as assistants whos(? talents and actjuin^nents peculiarly lit them for the special 
duties they are called nj)0!i to jKTform. 

With reprard to the juolessors, in the usual order of events, the time must in- 
evitablv arrive when tlu'V will not* be .is well fitted for their duties as in the 
piimeof lif*; the burdens of advancing; age must, of necessity, impair their 
physical it' not their mental vij;or. and thus unfit them for the labors which 
their positions demand. 

Owing to the comparatively recent establishment of the present system of 
instruction, this questir)n has not yet presented itself for practical solution, but 
it is one which must soon be met and answered. 

I would suggest that by means of suitable legislation it be provided lliat 
after a certain period of continued service as a professor, say twenty years, or 
after any incumbent shall have attained fifty years of age, such professor bo 
honorably retired, and the vacancy lille<l by a new appointment; that pro- 
fessors so retired slKuild receive th(^ full pay to which they might be enlitli'd 
at the date of their surreuderiiig their olHo(* ; auvl that, so long as they held their 
retired positions, tlu-v slu)uld be considereil as honorary members of the aca- 
di'inic board, but having no ])rivilege of vtiting with it when acting as a delibera- 
tive; body. Liberality in this matter is true economy, as with such induceinent? 
the best talent couM be seeund; and bv iixiiig tlnr limit of a«;e at tiftv, the m- 
stitution will be likely to secure the scfrvices of these ^^entlemen during: the bc?t 
pi'riod of life, when th(y will not be s.) apt. as later, to rely solely on the ante- 
codents and experience of the past, and tail to keep pace with the advances ol 
the age in tln-ir sevcirjil specialties. 

The duties of chajdain and profess«u' of ethics are now united in one person, 
and in this matter a change is much needed. In addition to the unsuitabh-ne^s 
of a clergyman for thc^ position (»f an instructor in common, international, and 
military hiw, as well :is the practice of courts-martial, there is abundant work 
in eaeh department for r)ne p(;rson. Both are most important, and shonld not 
be neglect(?d. But if it is proper that the duties of both shonld be executed, it 
is proper that suitable provision should be made for each. As it is now, the poai- 
ticm is one of great responsibility; and no matter how assiduous the incumbent 
may be. some of his duties must be neglectcid. The government can afford to 
correct this faulty economy, and it should be done as soon as possible. 

With regard to the officers detailed as assistants, it should be provided bylaw 
that no officer of the arnpy should return to the academy as an instructor iu any 
branch iu which cadets are students, under a period of five years from the date 
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hiB graduation, and that no officer bo detailed for any duty at the academy 
lo has not served with troops, doing the duties appropriate to his corps', for at 
ifit one year. The reason for this is, that cadets ih) not and cannot have that 
ipect for men with whom they have been associated at the academy, as they 
tuld for officers who are socially entire stranojers, and whom thev know havL* 
lually served with troops. The evils ari.<ing from a violation of these ruh's 
; too a[)parent to need special comment. 

Where f»fficers prove themselves fitted for the academic duties intrusted to 
em. llu-y sliould not be removed from the position witlnuit thi* most urgent 
aeODS. and .is a rule they should remain at the acadi my at least three or four 
?ars. 

Unless some such rule is established great injury results to the educational 
iterests of the cadets, who, especially in the lower sections of the classes, find 
difficult to accommodate tliemselves to the idiosyncracies of a succession of 
iacbers, each of whom has a different method of imparting instruction. So far 
9 the officer himself is concerned, nothing is better calculated to discourage in 
im any desire for improvement, or to render him discontented with his position. 
The course of ordnance and gunnery, to a military man, is one of the most 
mportaut studied at the academy. Too little timi.» is now given to the subject, 
oiptaiu Benton's work — the only text-book used — contains five hundred |»ages 
of octavo matter, which is arrangcrd so as to give twenty-seven lessons of, say, 
rigbtecn pages each, and nine lessons on r(.*vicw, of tifty-live pages each. Tlnr 
most attentive student cannot master the subject in this brief period, and to ac- 
quire a ^ood knowledge of it will need at least double the time now devoted to 
it. Uf the two studies pursued by the first class — Spanish and ordnance — there 
can be no hesitation as to which is of the highest imprjrtance to an officer, and 
probably from the time given to Spanish the required time could best be taken. 
A suitable room for making trials with the electro-ballistic machine, and other 
apparatus used in teaching this branch, is much needed. No conveniences what- 
tTcr for such a purpose are now available. 



INCRKASR OF THE CORPS. — MANNKR OF MaKIMJ APPOI.XTMEXTS. 

The question of increasing the number of cadets de{)ends entirely upon tlio 
plan adopted by the government concerning the aj)pointment of officers in the 
*nnj, and the numerical size of the army. For one of i')0,000 men. organized 
^otbe present system, not less than 3,500 offic(?rs will be required. The current 
^ualties from all causes in ordinary times of peace may be stated at about i^ight 
Percent, of the whole number in service, or about 2S0 new appointments w^ould 
l^avetobe made annually, to keep the force of officers at its maximum number. 

J'or the purpose of encouraging the enlistment of an intelligent and reliable 
^wjj of American young men, say one-third of these vacancies should be filled 
<lirectly from the rank and file of the army, either as the reward for gallant and 
DJwitorious services, or upon the recommendation of boards of examiners ap- 
poinied for the purpose; the other two-thirds of the appointments siiould be given 
^graduates of the ?ililitary Academy, all of whom should be commissioned in 
tbeljneof the army, as heretofore prescribed. This would require about two 
Mndred graduates each year; and if the course of study extended over four 
J^i, would give between eight and nine hundred cadets under instruction at 
tie game time. 

To meet the casualties usual in such cases, and to give two hundred gradu- 
ates, two hundred and fifty appointments must necessarily be made each year. 
A portion of these would be made, as now, by members of the House of iCepre- 
eotatives and the President; but 1 deem it of great importance, and a measure 
roductive of the greatest benefit to the army, in recommending its ranks to the 
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yomiir men of tin* conutrv, thut al least ono liiiiidrciL or cortainlv one-tliird, of 
these Jipiioiiilinents be pven to ycmnjj: iiH'" i" the ranks of the army. 

Such a ]»laii wmiM allonl (rv<iy younj; mm in tlui nation an opporr unity of 
comp(.'liii|2: f<n- a WeM Puint eadeT^liip, nnas.-isliMl hy any political infiu'Mices; 
and as a furllier rewaril f<>r liis tah'nis and industry, the npportunity of com- 
petiij;^ l""r a pi»<itii»:i in a .•«tatV corps, wliiidi p ).-iriMis an*. n'»w (except in tW 
Ordnanc<' deparnnint, nadrr tlie law i)f .March .'{. ISOl) entirely beyond tin' 
reach id' anv except irraduates of tin* ^iilitarv Acad.eniv. 

i.\sn:rTi()\>. 

No nialt<'r what plans may Ik- adopted for the ajlmini^tration of the academy 
ami for int(?rior <li.-ci|)line and instruction of tin* caiji-^s, thorr»n»rh i:ispi ctiori*, 
frcqni'Utly made, of ;dl part> of the machin«M"y of the institution, are imperatively 
rorpiired to insun* tin* hc-t re.-u'ts. and to enald ■ the penjde to jndj^i? conecfly 
of the manner in which its affairs an- .•idinini>ten'd bv those char":«'d with llii? 
duty. 

'I'here slniuhl be two kie.ds o!" in-p«i'tions and ins]ii'Ctor>. An inspection in 
the name of iln» nation by ;i ln.ar! of visit<»rs aj)pf)int<'d i»y tin* Pnsident. as 
now provided by law. wln)s»' duty it simuld be to mak«' tliem<tdvr}? pcrfivtly 
acquainttfd, by freipu'iit and critical examination.-", wiih the actual t*tate of dis- 
cipline, instruction, polirr, administraii«ui, liseal. and all otln-r imj)ortant concerns 
of the ;ica<lemy; in ^hort.to <vv that a healihy national tone pi-rvado:* the insti- 
lutiiUi, and that tin* wishes of the nation are carried out fully and properly. 

The board shouhl be a]»j)ointed to serve tor om* year. A portion of its mi»m- 
herd should be sidi-cted with a view to their jicquirements in the particular 
s*ci<.'nces tau«2:ht at the academy; a jiortion ior their lej^aj, and other.** for ibcir 
militarv attainnn-nts, with the «d»jeet of havinjj: on tht; board one nn'mber 
thoroujjhlv conveisanl \Nith at hast one of the subjects taujjht. 

I menticui the ajjpointment (d' nu-mbers {\^Y onv t/uir in <n*der that time miT 
be f^iven for several visits to the academy. To insj)ect any matter or ohjiHrl 
critically reipiires a perfect knowledge of trvt-ry thtail on the part of the inspector; 
and a.s most of the members of tin* b«)anl must, neeessarilv be unfamiliar with 
tho interior wcu'kiujc of the dilVerent jiarts of the system of administration, time 
i.^ needed to enable? them to compiehen«l arai p:ra>p the whole subject. 

The inspections of the bt)ard shouhl be madi' ai least three tiin«.*s a vear, and 
such visits >houhl be »n*:rii(( ted, in onh-r that the aodemv mav la' exaiuinod 
in its rial vrvrihtlnu ctindiiUnK rather than, as now, ni'-ndv in June, at a time 
when it w(.ars its holiday «;armenls in antici})ation ol' the annual ofHcial visit of 
the board. For instaiice. tin* wa'.t of w j roper system of vi-ntilatiou and hc-at- 
ing can oidy be apjireciatt d by visitinj; the j)uldic huildin*;s in the winter months; 
the methojl cd' imparting instruction from day to dav in the section rt»oms cnn 
only be judged of when the usual routine of study is in progro.s. No carri-cl 
judgment can b(? Ibrmed on these matters in the month of June, when fire? ar«* 
extinguished .and all acadennc duty is suspemled. 

^Vilh regard to local impr<iV( nients whicdi are needed, the subject of heating 
and ventilating the public buildmgs first demands altinti«ui. A very curs'TV 
examination ot the arrangements fa* tln-se j)urpo>es, n«»w in use, will convince 
any one familiar with such matters of their radical delrcts and of the import- 
ance of an entire refnniation in this respect. From my own observ.ilion I 
can assert that there i.s not a room or hall .among all the build injrs here, in 
which, at present, every principle of good ventil**ion i-i not violated or ignared. 

1 am of tin.' opinion that if these buildings were properly w.irmed and venti- 
lated, it would reduce the percentage of Hickne.'js in the corps from ten to 
twenty per cent. 
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rhe board (of which I am a member) having this subject under considera- 
i will shortly be able to make their report. It will recommend that the 
leral features of the systems adopted for the purposes required at the New 
tk State insane asylum at Utica, and the new city hospital at Boston, be 
ried out here. To be effc^ctual, the reformation must be tnorough, no matter 
li it cost ; any temporizing with present defects, or patching, wiU only prove 
most costly in the end. 

rhe magazine, now situated just below the plain, in the midst of the village, 
iipied by the enlisted men belonging to the post, and their families, and but 
tsatf or eighty feet from the engineer barracks, (about to be occupied by one 
ndred men,) is a standing conmient on the inconsistency of the military prin- 
Aes taoght cadets and our every-day practice. Should any accident occur, 
coniBe no one would be to blame. Every dictate of prudence requires that 
dioiild be at once removed to a better site. 

k building for the preservation of the many valuable trophies now deposited 
«» for the models required for purposes of instruction in the departments of 
pneering, ordnance, and artillery, for a museum of arms, both foreign and 
Mriean, and containing, besides, a suitable Iiall for holding examinations, is 
lady needed. 

[n conclusion it may be remarked, that while none can deny that the Military 
ademy has during the war most signally proved its inestimable value to the 
ion, and its loyal graduates have won for their alma mater a name of which 
I may justly be proud, it cannot be gainsaid that, as in all such establish- 
nto, there still exists room for improvement, and that while the academy has 
lay warm friends, it also has many opponents. It should be our aim to re- 
ire the objections which are urged by the latter, and make it so national in 
i influences and so complete in its training that there can be no room for 

It has been urged, with some truth, that the tendency of a West Point edu- 
ction is to make officers of the army somewhat forgetful of the fact that they 
le dtixens of a republic as well as military custodians of its rights, and that 
bob training is apt to make them ignore those questions of national interest 
Aieh in a republican form of government naturally interest and agitate the 
wpk. It remains to be seen whether the mental and social training necessary 
v a thorough military education can be made reconcilable and consistent with 
kipirit of our American institutions; but I sincerely believe that a judicious, 
hnl and wise system of military instruction on a national basis can be de- 
nnd, which will be consonant with, and yet characteristic of, our institutions, 
■1 which will give to the nation a class of educated military men, who, in 
w devotion to the service and profession they shall choose, will never forget 
Ih higher duties and obligations they owe to that nation as American citizens. 
Ihi?e the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

GEO. T. BALCH, 
Captain Ordnance Carpst Instructor Ordnance and Crunner^. 

Hon. F. A. GoNKLiNo, 

Secretary Board of Vuitorst present, 

63 w 
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REPORT OF THE CHIEF OF ORDNANCE, 

Ordnance Office, War Department, 

October 20, 1865. 

Sir : I submit the following report of the principal operations of the Ordnanee 

department during the fiscal jear ended June 30, 1865, with such remarks tod 

recommendations as the interests of that branch of the military service seem to 

require. 

The fiscal resources and the disbursements of the department, during tk 

year, were as follows, viz : 

Amount of appropriations remaining in the treasury June 

30, 1864 $4,978,791 97 

In the government depositories, to the credit of disbursing 

officers, on same date 1, 797, 387 16 

Amount of appropriations from 30th June, 1864, to 30th June, 
1865, including the fixed annual appropriation for arming 
and oGuipping the militia 38, 800, 000 00 

Receivea since June 30, 1864, on account of damages to arms 
in hands of troops, from sales of arms to officers, and of con- 
demned stores, and firom all other sources not before men- 
tioned 207,476 97 

Total 45, 783, 656 10 

Amount of expenditures since June 30, 1864 $43, ] 12, 531 27 

In the government depositories, to the credit of disbursing 

officers, June 30, 1865 2, 671, 124 88 

Amount of appropriations remaining in the Treasury same date, 

Total 45,783,656 10 



The estimates for the next fiscal year call for appropriations only for 
tinning the armament of our permanent fortifications, and for the work alreidj 
begun for increasing the manufacturing and storage capacity of the arsenili, 
including a distinct provision for the proper storage and oare of gunpowder. 
These are all measures not confined to the necessities of war, but requiute he 
keeping up a suitable preparation for any contingency, and for preserving the 
large and valuable munitions of war which the country now possesses. 

The manufacturing capacity of the arsenals was steadily increased firom die 
date of my last report until May, when the sudden termination of hostilikiei 
made it apparent that the immediate demand for munitions of war, beyond tbe 
supply then on hand and contracted for, had ceased. 

Measures were promptly taken to reduce the manufacture and purchase of 
supplies, and to provide for necessary storage, and for preserving the vMt 
quantities of ordnance and ordnance stores which had been issued to the arnke 
and captured from tbe enemy. Extensive temporary buildings have been erected 
at some of the principal arsenals, and much of this property has already beeni^ 
ceived and securely stored in them. 

Large and commodious fire- proof workshops are now being erected at ADfr* 
gheny, Watervlict, and Frankford arsenals; and so much of these buildings as 
will not be required, in time of peace, for manufacturing purposes, can be ad* 
vantageously used as storehouses, of which the want of an adequate supply ii 
now manifest. 

It is in contemplation to erect extensive fire-proof workshops at Washington 
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trsenal, whicb is considered an eligible position for a first-class arsenal. A por- 
tion of these shops can likewise be used for storing the large quantities of ord- 
nance supplies which are now necessarily kept in insecure temporary buildings 
at that arsenal. Money for this object has already beep appropriated by 
Congress. 

The importance to the country of having the armaments placed in the forts 
•8 rapidly as they can be prepared to receive them is so evident, that I have 
caused the manufacture of sea-coast gun-carriages to be continued as rapidly as 
practicable at the two arsenals which possess the proper facilities for making 
them ; and orders have been given to the several founders, who have been en- 
gaged in making heavy guns for this department, for as many guns as carriages 
can be made for. 

I have been informed by the chief engineer that he will be prepared to re- 
ceive guns in the forts faster than carriages can now be made, and it is in con- 
templation to increase the capacity for manufacturing sea-coast carriages. 

Experimental wrought-iron field and siege gun-carriages have also been made 
and tested, with results so satisfactory as to render it certain that these carri- 
ages may be advantageously substituted for the wooden carriages, and it is pro- 
po«ed to make no more gnn-carriages of wood. 

The smooth-bore cannon of large calibre which have been used during the 
war have given satisfaction, and are regarded as perfectly reliable. The great 
importance of having reliable rifled guns of large calibre is universally ad- 
mitted, and the attention of this government, and of the nations of Europe, has 
been directed to that object ; but so far, it is believed, without entire success in 
its accomplishment 

The many failures, by bursting, of the celebrated Parrott g;uns in the land 
and naval service have weakened confidence in them, and make it the impera- 
tive dnty of this department to seek elsewhere for a more reliable rifle gun. 

Mr. Horatio Ames, of Falls Village, Connecticut, invented a plan of making 
wrought-iron guns, which many believe would possess those qualities which are 
so very desirable for guns of heavy calibre, ana although the cost of these guns 
was necessarily very great in comparison with the cost of cast-iron guns, a* 
conditional order was given to Mr. Ames to manufacture fifteen of them for the 
fovemment ; the condition being that the guns should be superior to any rifled 
guns in the service. One of these guns was fired under the direction of a board 
^ officers, who unanimously expressed the opinion that the " Ames wrought- 
iron guns possess, to a degree never before equalled by any cannon of equal 
weight offered to our service, the essential qualities of great lateral and longi- 
todmal strength, and great powers of endurance under lieavy charges ; that 
the^ are not liable to burst explosively and without warning, even when fired 
aader very high charges ; and that they are well adapted to the wants of the 
service generally, but especially whenever long ranges and high velocities are 
required." The board also expressed the opinion that the fifteen Ames seven- 
inch guns possessed sufficient weight and strength to receive an eight-inch bore, 
and recommended that the gun which had been fired under their direction 
ihould be reamed up to eight inches and subjected to further trial. 

They further decided, triat Mr. Ames had fulfilled the obligation incurred by 
lum in his contract to furnish the gun, and that so many of the guns as should 
endure a proof of ten rounds with the service charge, and pass the proper in- 
spection, should be accepted and paid for. 

Two of the fourteen guns burst in proof, exhibiting serious defects in their 
manufacture— defects in welding — which I liad been apprehensive could not be 
avoided. The guns which endured the proof of ten rounds were accepted and 
paid for by this department. 

The gun which was fired under the direction of the board was bored up to 
eight inches and fired twenty-four times with service charges, when it burst. 
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exhibiting tbe same defects that were developed in the other guna which buraL 
The failures in subsequent firing indicate that these guns cannot be relied upon, 
and that no more of tuein ought to be made for the department. 

Believing that, with our present knowledge of the properties of metals and 
our skill in working them, reliable rifle guns of large calibre can be made of 
cast-iron, I have, with your sanction, caused a pair of eight-inch rifle guns of 
the supposed proper model and weight to be made. These guns are now at 
Fort Munroe, undergoing extreme proof, and should their endurance be satis- 
factory, it is proposed to have other guns like them made. 

NATIONAL ARMORY. 

The capacity of this establishment for the manufacture of muskets was not 
inci^ased after the date of my last report, and upon the conclusion of hostilities, 
in view of the large number of muskets on hand of a model which will proba- 
bly become obsolete very soon, the manufacture was reduced as rapidly as it 
could be done with economy ; and at present no new muskets are being as- 
sembled. Only those parts which were in different stages of advancement ars 
being finished. 

In my last report I stated that it was in contemplation to change the manu- 
facture at the national armory as soon as the best model for a breech-loading' 
musket could be established, and that details for effecting this measure would 
receive the early attention of this bureau. Extensive experiments have been 
made by a board of officers, and also under my direction and supervision, to ef- 
fect that object ; but as yet, no arm has been presented which I have been 
willing to recommend for adoption. The selection of a proper model is consid- 
ered so important a measure, that I have preferred to act slowly and with great 
care in its selecton, rather than take a false step and have to retrace it. I nope 
to be able very soon to recommend a model for your appoval. 

A plan for altering the muzzle-loading musket into efficient breech-loadoB 
has been devised by the master armorer at Springfield armory, which appears to 
be superior to any other ^hat I have seen. I have taken measures to nave fivs 
thousand muskets altered according to it, and will have some of them issued to 
troops for trial as Foon as the alterations can be made. 

The muskets of the prescribed pattern which have been turned in by the 
troops are being cleaned and repaired. 

The number of Springfield muskets on hand and suitable for issue will reach 
nearly one million, while the number of foreign and captured muskets will ex- 
ceed half a million. As none of the latter class will probably be required for 
issue, and as the care and preservation of them will be attended with con8ide^ 
able expense, they should be sold whenever suitable prices can be obtained for 
them. This recommendation will apply to other ordnance stores of a perishar 
ble nature, which are in excess of the wants of the department. 

In my last annual report I called your attention to the danger of keeping 
large quantities of gunpowder at our arsenals, which are generally in the vicin- 
ity of closely populated districts, and recommended that a suitable site for a 
depot capable of storing at least one hundred thousand barrels of gunpowder 
should be acquired. The conclusion of the war has left this department with 
vast supplies of gunpowder and prepared ammunition on hand, all of which baa 
to be stored at the arsenals, and much of it in buildings which are entirely nn- 
fit for the purpose ; thereby endangering the safety of the arsenals, and in sods 
cases of private property in the vicinity. This evil cannot be corrected too 
soon, and I earnestly call you attention to the necessity of obtaining from Con- 
gress authority to purchase a suitable site for a powder depot. 

In my annual estimate I have asked for an appropriation for the purchase of 
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1 8ite and the erection of magazines. Only bo much powder as may be neces- 
lary to supply the current wants of the array sbould be kept at the arsenals. 

The military reserve at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, being a suitable position 
or a powder depot, for supplying, the Mississippi valley, and a portion of it hav- 
Dg some years ago been assigned to this department for the erection of powder 
nagazines, I have taken measures to have three magazines, capable of contain- 
ng five thousand barrels each, erected on it ; and two of them will be finished 
his fall. 

In my last annual report I stated that, in pursuance of the provisions of the 
act of Congress approved April 19, 1864, possession had been taken of Rock 
island, for the purpose of building and maintaining thereon an arsenal for the 
constraction, deposit, and repairs of arms and munitions of war. The United 
States has not yet acquired a title to the property which has been taken posses- 
sion of. It is important that the provisions of the act of Congress above referred 
to should be carried into effect, and a complete title to all of Rock island ac- 

? aired by the United States before any permanent buildings are commenced. 
recommend that this be done with as little delay as practicable. Evidences 
jf title to the land, of which possession has been taken, have been forwarded 
'JO you for examination by the Attorney General, as is required by the act above 
referred to. 

Adjacent to Rock island, and connected with it by a dam, is a small island, 
known as Benham's island, of which possession has not been taken. It appears 
to have been the intention of Congress in passing the act above referred to that 
the United States should have full and complete possession and control of Rock 
island for military purposes. Should Benham's island, or any other small islands 
or accretions in the river, lying between Rock island and the shores of Illinois 
•nd Iowa, be held by private parties, with the right of way across the island 
as is now claimed by the owner of Benham's island, the principal object of the 
law will be thereby defeated. 

If additional legislation is necessary to give the United States full possession 
and control of the whole of Rock island, including the adjacent island, I recom- 
mend that it be asked of Congress. 

The buildings erected as a prison and barracks on Rock island have been 

turned over to the Ordnance department, and are now used as storehouses, &c. 

Several of the southern arsenals have been reoccupied, and it is the intention 

of the department to reoccupy all of them, except the Fayetteville arsenal, in 

North Carolina, which was destroyed. 

An extensive powder-mill at Augusta, Georgia, and a large armory (unfinished) 
aod a laboratory at Macon, Georgia, which were built by the rebel government, 
have fallen into possession of this department. The necessary measures for 
preserving the property have been taken. 

The number of permanent United States arsenals and armories, exclusive of 
temporary depots established for war purposes, most of which have been, and 
•U of which will soon be discontinued, is now twenty-eight. In addition to the 
eommand and supervision of these, the officers of this department are charged 
with the inspection of materials and manufacture of ordnance, gunpowder, and 
iich small-armB and equipments as are made for the government at the foundries, 
powder-mills, and other private establishments. These duties furnish constant 
enpkyment for all the officers of the ordnance corps now authorized by law, 
4e total number of which is sixty-four. The arsenals alone require, as a mini- 
•nm number in time of peace, fifty-six, and the bureau and inspection duties at 
ktst eight more. Daring the late rebellion the want of a greater number of 
>tgalar ordnance officers, educated for and experienced in their peculiar duties, 
^is seriously felt; and the necessity, arising from the inadequate provision in 
thii respectt of the frequent employment of acting ordnance officers, caused 
imch embarrassment and confusion, and was detrimental to the public service 



998 SBPOBT OF THE SECEBTABT OF WAS. 

and interest These now reqaire that the additional offices of the ordnance de- 
partment anthorised temporarily bj sections 4 and 12 of the act of Uarcli 3, 
1663, shall be continned as part of the military peace eetablishmenL 

The tabular statements accompanjrine this report show in detail the ordnance, 
arms, and other ordnance supplies which have been procnred and issued thiondk 
this department during the past fiscal year. The onniea in the field were aiD|ilj 
and well supplied in this respecL The permanent fortifications have had lactr 
armaments kept in order, and strengthened and increased by the additianol 
gnna of heavy calibre and great efficiency. 

Very respectfiilly, your obedient servant, 

A. B DTEB, 
Brigadier Gaurat and Chitfof OrdmioKe. 
Hon. E. H. Stanton, 

Secretary of War. • 



Statementof orinatiee, arms, ammunition, and otter ordnance tloretproemreiaai 
twpplied (o the army, and the quantity remaining o* hand at the ehtt of tit 
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BEPOBT OF THE SIGNAL OFFICEE OF THE ABMY. 

Ofpicb ok the Signal Officer, 

Watkingtttn, October 20, 1865. 
IB : Td answer to your commnnication of the 7th ioEtant, I hare the honor 
ohmit the followitig annual i«port of the operationa of the signal coipe for 
7«ar endJDg October 20, 1865 : 

hi the let of November, 1864, the corps was represented in the field b; the 
owing detachments, thorougUy equipped, active, and energetic, to wit ; 



»aC tke Bignal offiecr 

•rtmeatuf WiubiugtoD 

>al cauip of liMtruction 

7 of the Potomac 

— ' It of Virginia and North Caiolina 

It of the^toulb 

it of Ibe CumherlBsd 

■artmeut at the TeuDesKee 

Mttmenl of ibe Ohio 

Hal; division of West UisaUiippi 

MTtneal at Kanua 

Idle lailitaiy diviaion 

pitmeDt of Iho Suannebanna 

ToWl 



Sod iras the diepoeition of the corps, aiid the following, in general terms, 
s nature of services performed : 

The dnties of tlie corps dariog the past year were better anderetood than in 
eiioas years, which gave to it more toue and character, and enabled it to 
proztmate in most of the military departments to ita trae position. 
In one — the department of the Gulf — it combined all the brSDcbes of the 
m of information which it was designed, and of right ought to be. Here 
■oded to aerial telegraphing, telescopic reconnoitring, and general scenting, 
t entire secret service department, thus having all information nsuallj gath- 
■d from these aonrces flow into one common centre, where it was compared, 
usified, reduced to logical form, and then laid before the commanding general 
be acted upon. The advantage analog from thus concentrating these services 

rially apparent in the fact that particular reports and doubtful information 
be thoroughly eifted and tested in two, three, or more, different modes, 
r the one officer having control of the several means for collecting knowledge 
' the enemy's movements and designs. 

In other military departments, as I have stated, the corps only approximated 
this more perfect system of economy. But as the value of concentration in 
Hitaiy oreanizations was being daily more and more recognized, these duties, 
the war had continued, would undoubtedly have been eventually assigned to 
e corps, wherever a detachment of it would have been placed upon duty. 
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In the army of the Potomac oiir duti( a were limited to signal communicatioii, 
observing and reporting the changes and movements of the enemj, and each 
aid duty as we were called upon to perform. 

In the armies operating under Major General Sherman the signal detachment 
added to signalling and telescopic reconnoitring general scouting, courier, 
guide, and aid duty. 

The detachment in the department of the South was limited to keeping com- 
munication open between the several military posts along the coast, and between 
the land and naval forces, when operating in conjunction. 

Upon the plains a detachment operated with the various expeditions against 
the Indians, keeping open communication between detached parties and the 
main body of the army. 

In the department of Pennsylvania the signal detachment was employed in 
watching the crossings of the Potomac, as well as doing general outpost daty, | 
with instructions to give timely information to the commanding general of any 
threatening danger, that it might be met upon the threshold of the department, 
and overcome before any injury could be done to the community. 

In the department of Virginia and North Carolina, in addition to commimi- 
cating by signals between portions of the army, and the observing of the move- 
ments of the enemy, the detachment was beneficially employed in Tarions 
expeditions and operations of the army and navy combined, connecting the 
commanders of the two forces so immediately as to make their several ^orts 
harmonize in such manner that their blows fell with double effect upon the 
strongholds and battalions of the enemy. 

The insurrectionary armies having been, at the opening of the spring cam- 
paign, forced to surrender, and the power of the government having been 
re-e8tablit*hcd to its rightful extent, the great work of disbanding and returning 
to the conditions of peace the military force of the United States was com- 
menced. The signal corps of the army having been organized by an act of 
Congress — which in some of its provisions had a view to permanency, but gave 
to the corps only an organization for the term of the rebellion — was, by varioM 
orders from the War Department, materially reduced, until all that portion of 
it on duty east of the Mississippi river was mustered out and discharged. 

There now remain the detachment in the military division of the Mississippi! 
numbering nine officers, two non-commissioned officers, and thirty-five enlisted 
men, and the detachment in the military division of the Gulf, numbering fifteen 
officers, thirteen non-commissioned officers, and eighty-six enlisted men. These 
detachments are operating with the troops upon the plains, and throughout 
Texas, and along the southwestern boundary. 

OFFICE OP THE SIGNAL OFFICER. 

The office of the signal officer is three-fold in its character. It is, first, the 
headquarters of the corps, where the records are collected, completed, and filedi 
and has advisory superintendence and control of the special duties of the corps, 
and of all assignments of officers and men to signal duty. Second, a purchas- 
ing and disbursing office, from which supplies of signal stores and equipments 
are issued to the various detachments of the corps in the field. Third, an office 
for the examining of the signal accounts and returns of signal stores of aB 
officers responsible to government for such property. 

Connected with this office are two cleiks of "class two," to wit, Messrs. 
Simeon White and Alexander Ashley, appointed in 1863. To the ability and 
faithful exertions of these persons is owing much of the degree of system and 
perfection attained in the records of the office. 



REPORT or THE SECRETARY OF WAR. 1001 



EXPENDITURES, ETC. 

There were expended daring the year ending September 30, 1865, of the 
ams appropriated for the fiscal year ending June 30, 18C5, eight thousand five 
londred and thirty-seven dollars and six cents, leaving a balance, which, added 

that yet remaining of former appropriations, and to the amount appropriated 
Dr the fiscal year ending June 30, 1866, makes the sum of two hundred and 
brtj-eight thousand and sixty-two dollars still available. 

SPECIAL SERVICES. 

Having thus given a general view of the corps, its strength, duties, and ex- 
peiiAes, I propose, without entering into a detailed statement of the constant 
md various acts of service performed, which were part and parcel of every 
liattle fought, and campaign made, during the year, and which played in each 

1 more or less important function, to merely place upon record, through the War 
Oepartment, several instances where the operations of the corps were of such 
rital importance that all who read must acknowledge that the signal corps was 
I valuable adjunct to the army, and rendered such material service in the great 
contest just closed that its members can view with pride and infinite self-satis- 
iaction a substantial record, made in the face of the difficulties that usually 
lUeud the introduction of a new element into any old established system. 

The first instance of the kind referred to which I shall mention occuiTcd in 
October, 1 864, and just previous to the commencement of the great campaign 
»f General Sherman from the northern part of Georgia to the sea-coast. That 
great leader, whose military genius never allowed him to overlook any visible 
means to aid in securing success, or guard against any and all possible occur- 
rences to endanger his plans, in whatever enterprise undertaken, seeing the lia- 
bility of his telegraph wires communicating with his depot of supplies at Ala- 
koona being cut, he established, in addition, a line of signal communication 
through which he afterwards, when the enemy obtained a lodgement in his rear 
and cut his telegraph wires, as was foreseen, transmitted his orders and instruc- 
tions that saved from capture Alatoona, its garrison, and stores of supplies, the 
ralue of which, at that time and place, cannot be computed', as without them it 
ean well be doubted whether the great campaign, which exposed the great weak- 
oeas of the enemy and propagated the seeds of the coming dissolution of the 
rebellion, could have been executed for months later. In connexion with this 
transaction. General Sherman states : ** In several instances this corps (signal 
corps) has transmitted orders and brought me information of the greatest im- 
portance that could not have reached me in any other way. I will instance 
one most remarkable case. When the enemy had cut our wires and actually 
made a lodgement on our railroad about Big Shanty, the signal officers on Vi- 
ning's hill, Kenesaw, and Alatoona sent my orders to General Corse, at Rome, 
whereby General Corse was enabled to reach Alatoona just in time to defend it. 
Had it not been for the services of this corps on that occasion, I am satisfied 
we should have lost the garrison at Alatoona and a most valuable depository of 
provisions there, which was worth to us and the country more than the aggre»> 
gate expense of the whole signal corps for one year." This will serve to evince 
the important character of the services of the corps at times when operating 
with the army alone. The following account will demonstrate its eminent use- 
fulness where the army and navy operated in conjunction In the expedition 
organized to attack Fort Fisher, in the month of January of this year, an army 
signal officer was with Admiral Porter, commanding the fleet, and others with 
G^eral Terry, commanding the laud forces, who, by means of signals, placed 
these commanding officers in such immediate communication that the fire of the 
navy, which otherwise must have slackened after the assault commenced upon 
the part of the army, was kept up without cessation as the enemy was driven 
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from traverse to traverse. In this connexion Admiral Porter, in a communica- 
tion to the Secretary of the Navy, which induced the latter to tender the thanks 
of the Navy Department to the War Department for this efficient agency, 
states : " Through Mr. Clemens (signal officer) I was in constant communica- 
tion with General Terry, even during the assault on Fort Fisher, and was 
enabled to direct the fire of the New Ironsides to the traverses occupied by the 
enemy, without fear of hurting our own people, from my complete reliance on 
him.'' Thus, through this mobile system of visual telegraphing, the army and 
navy are made to act as a unit. During the war there were more forcible 
instances of this kind than the above, when, in most important crises, it would 
have been impossible for the navy to have rendered tne necessary assistance 
save through the aid of army signals, by means of which its fire was directed 
to unseen points with almost as much facility and certainty as could have been 
done if the gunners would have had the object of their aim in view. I would 
also state here that improvements were made during the year in the simple 
cipher apparatus used by the corps in sending secret messages which, if they 
did not absolutely defy deciphering, were of such an intricate and compkz 
character that messages sent thereby cannot possibly be interpreted by the 
uninitiated within such period as to be of any service to the enemy, even shoold 
the messages fall into his hands. 

With these references to special transactions of the corps, and having accorded 
to its members the merit and thanks so well earned by earnest patriotism, by 
zealous, faithful, and constant exertion to render services throughout the war to 
their country, and by the success achieved, and having conceded to them the 
claim that no class of the military was more anxious to be useful, or welcomed 
with more satisfaction additional duties, we will conclude this report by calling 
attention to the necessity for additional action, in order to afford, in the future, 
to the army the requisite signal service. 

As experience has clearly demonstrated the eminent advantage of having a 
signal officer attached to garrisons and posts liable to be besi^ed, in order to 
secure communication over the heads of an enemy, should occasion arise, and 
of having a sufficient number of signal officers as a nucleus that would be im< 
mediately available in the event of future wars, it is submitted that such action 
should be taken by the authorities as would secure for such contingencies the 
properly instructed officers. This can be done in two modes : either by coo- 
tinning a small permanent organization with specifically defined duties, or bj 
detailing a certain number of officers from other branches of the service, and 
directing them to report to the signal officer of the army to be instructed, with 
a view to their being assigned to such garrisons and posts as it may be deemed 
necessary to provide with means of signal communication. 

If the foimer mode be adopted, it is recommended that a board of officers, 
more or less acquainted with the past services of this department, be appointed 
to report the form of the required organization, and to define, as far as practi- 
cable, the specific duties to be assigned it. to avoid, in the future, the mat 
stumbling-block which was left in the way in the past organization, and which, 
in many instances, crippled the usefulness of the corps by its not being prop- 
erly understood what it could do, or was expected to do. 

It is presumed that no argument need be presented in favor of a new organi- 
zation, as it is self-evident greater interest would be taken in the service, and 
greater perfection attained in it, than in a simply acting corps. 

I have the honor, sir, to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. F. FISHER, 
Chief Signal Officer and Colonel U. S, A. 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, 

/Secretary of War^ WoihingUm^ 2). d 
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REPOET OF THE JUDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL. 

War Dbpartmbnt, 
Bureau of Military Justice, November 13, 1865. 

Sir : In compliance with your directions, I have the honor to enbrnit as fol- 
lows in regard to the business transacted hy this Bureau since March, 1865, the 
date of mj last official report. 

The operations of the Bureau during this period—- of about seven and two- 
thizds months — are briefly presented hy the following summary : 

L Number of records of general courts-martial and military commissions re- 
oeiTed, reviewed, and filed, 16,591. 

2. Number of special reports made as to the regularity of proceedings, the 
pardon of military offenders, the remission or commutation of sentences, and 

Jm the numerous miscellaneous subjects and questions referred for the opinion 
thia office, including, also, letters of instruction upon military law and prac- 
tice to judge advocates, reviewing officers, and others, 6,123. 

By comparing these details with those presented in March last, it will be per- 
ceived that the number of records reviewed is slightly, and that of the special 
reports very much greater, in proportion to the period of time embraced, than 
tbat specified in my last official communication upon the subject, and that the 
business of the Bureau, especially as an advisory branch of the War Depart- 
ment, has not yet been diminished or sensibly affected by the altered condition 
of miblic affairs. 

The " Digest of Opinions of the Judge Advocate General," issued by the 
Borean in January last, has, as it is inferred from the commendatory judgment 
expressed to me by department and other commanders, and the fact that it has 
oome into extensive use throughout the army, proved of considerable advantage 
to the service in contributing to establish a uniformity of decision and action in 
the administration of military justice ; and it is proposed, with your approval, 
to prepare during the coming winter an enlar^d edition of the same, contain- 
ing, in connexion with those already publishea, a selection of the official opin- 
ions communicated by me during the past year. The present edition of the 
work has, indeed, because of the constant demand for copies, been very nearly 
exhansted. 

I have to express my satisfaction with the ability and efficiency with which 
the officers, as well as the clerks, connected with the Office have performed their 
several duties ; and to add that, while the close of the rebellion will doubtless 
gradually induce a considerable falling off in the business of the Bureau, it is 
conceived, as this business will probably not be materially diminished for a 
twelve-month, that the present organization of this branch of the public service 
may well be continued by Congress. 

In concluding this report of the business of this Bureau, it is thought proper 
to advert to two cases of unusual public importance, which were prepared under 
its supervision, and tried by military commission, since the last session of Con- 
gress—that of the assassins of President Lincoln and their accomplices, and 
that of Wirz, the keeper of the rebel prison at Anderson ville, Georgia. 

The first of these cases was brought to trial in May last before a court con- 
vened by the President, and composed of two major generals, one brevet major 
general, three brigadier generals, one brevet brigadier general, a brevet col- 
onel, and a lieutenant colonel. The government was represented by the Judge 
Advocate General of the armv, assisted by an experienced military judge advo- 
cate, and by a distinguished lawyer, who had also latelv acted for the United 
States in the conduct of a most important prosecution by court-martial. The 
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accused were defended bj counsel of their own selectioi), seyen in number. 
The trial occupied fifty-three days — between three and four hundred witnesses, 
in all, having been examined — and was concluded by seven able and elaborate 
arguments of counsel ; the final reply thereto, and argument, of Hon. John A. 
Bingham, on the part of the United States, being annexed hereto as part of this 
report. The formal brief review of the case by this Bureau is also appended. 

The inevitable result of this trial had been generally anticipated throughout 
the country, and has now become matter of history. The most deeply guilty 
of the conspirators were sentenced to be hung, and their sentence was summa- 
rily executed by order of the President. Of the others, three were condemned 
to imprisonment for life, and one to an imprisonment for six years, at hard labor; 
and these are now undergoing confinement at the military prison at the Dry Tor- 
tugas, Florida. 

A full and complete record of the testimony and of the proceedings of the 
commission has been prepared under the supervision of an officer of the govem- 
ment, and will presently De given to the public. To this publication reference 
must be had for the details of the evidence upon this momentous state triaL 

The case of Wirz was conducted before a commission also constituted by the 
President, and composed of one major general, three brevet major generals, 
two brigadier generals, one brevet brigadier general, one brevet colonel, and 
one lieutenant colonel ; the prisoner bein^ represented by two counsel of his 
choice. The victims of the accused had been so numerous that the mH»s of tes- 
timony was nearly as great as that adduced upon the former trial, and the period 
of time occupied by the investigation even longer. The number of witnesses 
examined was one hundred and forty -eight. Of these a considerable proportion 
had been connected with the rebel military service. Beside the evidence from 
these sources, much important testimony obtained from the archives of the rebel 
government — including the records of the prison at Andersonville — was also 
laid before the commission. The capital sentence in the case was forthwith 
approved by the President, and this criminal has recently paid such penalty as 
the law could impose for his repented murders and other atrocious violations of 
the laws of civilized warfare. 

As it would be impossible to present, in the limits of a brief official report, 
even an abstract of the evidence upon this trial, a copy is herewith submitted 
of the address of Colonel N. P. Chipman, judge advocate, which, while contain- 
ing a lucid discussion of the questions of law involved, exhibits also a most^dth- 
ful summary of the testimony, much of which, indeed, is set forth in the very 
language of the witnesses. A copy of the formal review of the proceedings, 
addressed by this Bureau to the President on the 31st ultimo, is also annexed. It 
is submitted whether a publication of the record of this case, (similar to that 
undertaken by private enterprise in the instance of the trial of the assassins,) 
or of an abridgment of the same, prepared by some proper person, may not weB 
be authorized by Congress, not only that a permanent memorial of the testimony 
and proceedings may be preserved, but also that the facts of such testimony 
may be made accessible to every student of the rebellion. 

A peculiar characteristic of these state trials, and that which must invest 
them with a deep historical importance, is the fact, that, while the accused were 
in each case adjudged to have been guilty of the crimes with which they were 
charged, the cojnplicity in those crimes of chiefs of the rebellion was declared 
by the court in their findings, and upon testimony which is deemed to have 
fully warranted the conclusions reached. In each case the proof justified the 
conviction that the prisoners before the court were not merely personally criminals, 
but contpirators ; that they were the hirelings and accomplices of the cabal of 
traitors of whom Davis was the acknowledged chief, and that these traitors 
were in fact, as well as in law, equally with the accused, responsible for the 
detestable deeds which were adduced in evidence. The assassination of the 
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President was portrayed by the testimony as an inspiration of the rebellion, 
authorized from its seat of government, and executed through its paid agents, 
whose plan of action was first matured within the territory of a neighboring 
£riendly power. 

It is proper to remark that events and testimony disclosed subsequent to this 
trial have added a powerful support to the conclusions arrived at by the court 
in reference to the complicity of rebel leaders in the assassination of the Pres- 
ident 

The barbarities of Wirz, which resulted in the sacrifice of the lives of at 
leaAt ten thousand of our helpless prisoners in his hands, were also clearly 
shown to have been but the revolting features of a system, doubtless devised 
at Richmond, for the destruction, by starvation and fatal cruelties, of all the 
federal prisoners of war who should come into the enemy's hands. As there is 
no baseness too infamous to be incompatible with treason, so, for the execution 
of the details of this inhuman scheme, fit agents were readily found wearing the 
rebel uniform, and to these were committed the care and custody of Union 
prisoners. The administration of Wirz, however, though atrocious in the ex- 
treme, was but a striking example of the general system of treatment by the 
enemy of prisoners of war. Of the enforcement of this system throughout the 
south, at Richmond, Belle Isle, Salisbury, North Carolina, Florence, South 
Carolina, Macon and Millen, Georgia, Tuscaloosa, Florida, and at many other 
localities, the cruelties of Andersonville, as is made to appear by testimony on 
file in this bureau, were but a forcible illustration. For the result — for the almost 
countless deaths and lasting injuries by wounds, by starvation, by inhuman 
punishments, by the maiming and laceration by dogs, by every brutality and by 
every neglect — the chiefs of the rebel confederacy, the instigators and leaders of 
the rebellion, should be held responsible ; and for these they will be held respon- 
sible by the judgment of history and by the abhorrence of the civilized worid. 

It is to be added that in this case, also, the complicity of the rebel executive 
in the crimes of the accused was declared by the court in its findings. 

This report cannot well be closed without its bearing testimony to the worth 
and efficiency of Military Commissions as judicial tribunals in time of war, as 
illustrated by these two trials. 

These commissions, originating in the necessities of the rebellion, had been 
proved, by the experience of three years, indispensable for the punishment of 
public crimes in regions where other courts had ceased to exist, and in cases of 
which the local criminal courts could not legally take cognizance, or whieh, 
by reason of intrinsic defects of machinery, they were incompetent to pass upon. 
These tribunals had long been a most powerful and efficacious instrumentality 
in the hands of the Executive for the bringing to justice of a large class of male- 
factors in the service or interest of the rebellion, who otherwise would have 
altogether escaped punishment ; and it had, indeed, become apparent that, with- 
out their agency, the rebellion could hardly, in some quarters, have been sup- 
pressed. Bo conspicuous had the importance of these commissions, and the 
necessity for their continuance, become, that the highest civil courts of the 
country had recognized them as part of the military judicial system of the 
government, and Congress, by repeated legislation, had confirmed their authority 
and indeed extended their jurisdiction. 

But it was not until the two cases under consideration came on to be tried by 
the Military Commission that its highest excellence was exhibited. It was not 
merely in that it was unincumbered by the technicalities and inevitable embar- 
rassments attending the administration of justice before civil tribunals, or in the 
fact that it could so readily avail itself of the military power of the government 
for the execution of its processes and the enforcement of its orders, that its 
efficacy (though in these directions most conspicuous) was chiefly illustrated. 
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It was rather in the extended reach which it could gire to its inrestigation, and 
in-thc wide scope which it conld cover bj testimony, that its practical and pre- 
eminent use and service were displayed. It was dj means of this freedom of 
view and inqairj that the element of conspiracy, which gave to these cases eo 
startling a significance, was enabled to be traced and exposed, and that the fact 
that the infamous crimes which appeared in proof were froita borne bj the re- 
bellion and authorized by its head was published to the community and to the 
world. By no other species of tribunal, and by no other known mode of 
judicial inquiry, could this result have been so successfully attained ; and it may 
truly be said that without the aid and agency of the Military Commission one of the 
most important chapters in the annals of the rebellion would have been lost to his- 
tory, and the most complete and reliable disclosure of its inner and real life, alike 
treacherous and barbaric, would have failed to be developed. 

It is due not only to the late President, who, as commander-in-chief, unhesi- 
tatingly employed this tribunal in the suppression of crimes connected with die 
rebellion, but to the heads of the military departments and other commanders, 
who BO resolutely and effectively availed themselves of its simple but potent 
machinery ; to the national legislatures, which, recognizing its continuanee u 
indispcDsable during the war, have confirmed and increased its jurisdiction ; and 
to the intelligence and good sense of the people at large, who, disregarding die 
shallow and disloyal clamors raised against it, have appreciated its serviee to 
the country, that this brief testimony to its value, as an arm of the militaxy 
administration, evidenced alike by the fairness of its judgments and by its en- 
lightened and vigorous action, should be publicly and formally borne by tide 
Bureau. 

J. HOLT, 
Judge Advocate General 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War. 




War Dbpartmbnt, 

Bureau of Military JusHce, July 5, 1865. 

To the President : 

The following named persons, David E. Herold, G. A. Atzerodt, Lewis Pape, 
Michael O'Laughlin, Eaward Spangler, Samuel Arnold, Mary E. Surratt, and 
Samuel A. Mudd, were tried by military commission convened at Washington, 
D. C, on the 9th day of May, 18G.5, by order of the President of the United 
States, on the following charge and specification : 
Charge !.••••••• 

Specijication, ••••••• 

After their arraignment under the foregoing charge and specification, the 
prisoners severallv pleaded to the jurisdiction of the court. Their plea w«8. 
after mature deliberation, overruled, whereupon they severally pleaded not 
guilty. The investigation of the case upon its merits immediately commeneedi 
and was continued until the 29tli of June, when all the evidence having been 
introduced, and the arguments for the prosecution and in behalf of the priaoneis 
having been presented, the commission proceeded to deliberate upon their findings- 

The findings and sentences pronounced by the court were as follows : 

The prisoners Herold, Atzerodt, and Payne were found guilty, except of the 
words alleging confederation and conspiracy with Edward Spangler in the 
crimes charged, and were sentenced to death. 

Mary E. Surratt was found guilty, except of the words alleging conspiney 
with Edward Spangler, and her receiving and concealing in her house the 
prisoners Arnold and O'Laughlin, and was sentenced to death. 
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Hichael O'Langblin was found guilty, except of the words alleging that he 
lay in wait for, with intent to murder, Lieutenant General Grant, and also of 
those alleging conspiracy with Spangler, and was sentenced to imprisonment for 
life. 

Samuel Arnold was found guilty, except of conspiring with Edward Spangler, 
and was sentenced to imprisonment for life. 

Samuel A. Mudd was found guilty, excepting of the words alleging conspiracy 
with Spangler, and those which allege bis receiving and concealing Payne, 
Surratt, O'Laughlin, Atzerodt, Arnold, and Mary E. Snrratt in his house, and 
was sentenced to imprisonment for life. 

The finding in the case of Edward Spangler was, of the charge, not guilty ; 
hut guilty of having feloniously and traitorously aided and abetted J. Wilkes 
Booth in making his escape, after having killed and murdered Abraham Lincoln, 
President of the United States ; he, the said Spangler, at the time of aiding 
and abutting, as aforesaid, well knowing that the said Abraham Lincoln, Presi- 
dent of the United States, as aforesaid, had been murdered by the said J. 
Wilkes Booth, as aforesaid ; and of the specification, not guilty, except as to 
those words which allege substantially the crime of which he was convicted 
under the charge. He was sentenced to six years' imprisonment in a peniten- 
tia^. 

Having been personally engaged in the conduct of the foregoing case as 
judge advocate of the commission, I deem it unnecessary to enter in this report 
into an elaborate discussion of the immense mass of evidence submitted to the 
consideration of the court. 

After a trial continuing for fifty-three days, in which between three and four 
hundred witnesses were examined for the prosecution and defence, and in which 
the rights of the accused were watched and zealously guarded by seven able 
counsel of their own selection, the commission have arrived at the conclusions 
presented above. 

I feel further relieved from the duty of submitting a detailed review of the 
record, because of the full and exhaustive examination of the questions of law 
and feu^t arising in the case, which is to be found in the argument of Assistant 
Jadge Advocate Bingham, to which, it forming a part of the record, reference 
\& respectfully made. 

The opinion is entertained that the proceedings were regular, and that the 
findings of the commission were fully justified by the evideuce. It is thought 
that me highest considerations of public justice, as well as the future security 
of the lives of the officers of the government, demand that the sentences based 
OQ these findings should be carried into execution. 
BespecduUy submitted : 

J. HOLT, Jwige Advocate General. 



ArgumeMt of John A. Bingham, special judge advocate, in reply to the several arguments in 
lefenee of Mary E. Surratt and others, charged with conspiracy and the murder of Abra- 
Mm Lincoln, late President of the United States, 8fc. 

May it please the Court : The conspiracy here charged and specified, and the acts 
»fleged to have been committed in pursuance thereof, and with the intent laid, constitute a 
crime the atrocity of which has sent a shudder through the civilized world. All that was 
•greed upon and attempted by the alleged inciters and instigators of this crime constitutes a 
combination of atrocities with scarcely a parallel in the annals of the human race. Whether 
^ prisoners at your bar are guilty of tlie conspiracy and the acts alleged to have been done 
in pureuance thereof, as set forth in the charge and specification, is a (luestion the determi- 
nation of which rests solely with this honorable court, and in passing upon which this court 
are the sole judges of the law and the fact. 

hi presenting my views upon the Questions of law raised bv the several counsel for the 
defence, and aEo on tie testimony aaduced for and against the accused, I desire to be just 
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to tlit^m. jnst to roil, juRt to my country, and just to my own convictionfl. The ismie joined 
involves the liip^hest int4*n>sts of tho accused, and, in uiy judgment, tht: highest iutereitiof 
the whole pfople of the rnitiHl States. 

It is II iiiiLttiT of ^>>it iiioiiient to all the people of this country that the prisonen at yov 
bar be lawfully tried and Unv fully convicted or acuuitted. A wron^fful and illefpal oodtw* 
tion or a wronri^ful and ill<*^-iil anmittal upon this iiniad issue would impair somewhat the 
security of .»very man''* life, una shake the stability of tin* republic. 

The crime charged and sjiecitied upon your record is not simply the crime of mnrderinrt 
human boinsf, but it is the crime of Killiuj^ and murderin)? on the 14th day of April, A. iX 
18(>5, within the inilit:iry di[iartnient of Washington and tho intrenched Hues thereof^ Ahnr 
bnihnm Lincoln, th«Mi Prcsi'lcut of the United States, and commauder-iu-chief of the arnj 
and navy thereof; an<l thru and there assaultins^, with intent to kill and murder, William H. 
8eward* then hfecretarj- of State of the United States ; and then and there lyinp: in wait to 
kill and murder Andrew .fuhuson, then Vice-President of the United State.«, and UlysaesSu 
Grant, then licutenniit firi'ncral and in command of the armies of the United States, in pur- 
suance of a treasonable eonsoiracy entered into by the accused with one John Wilkes Bootk 
and John H. Surratt, upon the instigation of JetTerson Davis, Jiicob Thomimon, and George 
N. Sanders and others, witli intent thereby to aid the existing rebellion and subvert the Con- 
stitution and laws of the United States. 

The rebellion, in ai'l *t\' whieh this conspiracy was formed and this great public crime oom- 
uiitted, was pruseeu'ed fur the vindication of no ri^rht, for the redn>ss of no wrong, bat wee 
itself simply a criminal enn<i)iraey and gigantic as><assination. In resisting and cmshixijp 
this rebellion the American (K'ople take no step backward, and cast no reproach upon their 
past history. That iUM)ple niiw, as ever, proclaim the self-evident truth that whenever gor- 
(imnifut becomes subversive of the ends of its creation, it is the right and duty of thepe(H 
pie to altt'r or abolish it : but during these four years of conHict they have as clearly pro- 
claimed, as was their ri^^hr and duty, Doth by law und by arms, that ttie government of tneir 
own choie(>, Inunanely and wisely administered, oppressive of none and just to all, shallnot 
Ije oviTt brown by |)rivy euU'ipiracy or aruKnl reb<?lli<m. 

What wrong ha>l this ;ri>verumeut or any of its duly constituted agents done to any of tin 
guilty actors in this aiiorlons relxdiion ? They themselves being witnesses, the govern- 
ment whieh they as<aiUd had done no act, and attempted no act, injurious to them, or in 
anv seuAo violative of tln-ir rij;;hts as citizens and nicu ; and vet for four vears, without caoN 
of complaint or cohinibh» t\eusc, the inciters and instigators of tho conspiracy charged opoB 
your reetird have, by arnit-d rebellion, resisted the lawful authoriry of tlie government, and 
attempterl ])y forci* uf arms to blot the republic from the map of nations. Now that tbdr 
battalions of treason art* btokeu and tlyiug before the victorious iegious of the republic, tbe 
chief traitors in this gnat rriine against your govennnent s(rcretlv conspire with their hired 
confederates to achieve by assassination, if possible, what they fiave in vain attempted by 
wager of battle — the overthrow of the government of the United States and tin" subveruw 
of its Constitution and laws. It is for this secret conspiracy in the interest of the rebellutt, 
formed at the instigation of the chiefs in that relndlion, and in pursuance of which the nets 
charged and s|>ccitied are alleged to have bi>en done and with the intent laid, that theaccmtd 
are upon trial. 

The govi-rument in pref«'rring this charge does not indict the whole people of any Stateoi 
section, but only the alli-<;i>'l parties to this uuuatural and atriK'ious conspiracy and criiM* 
The I*resi«lent of the Uiiit(«l States, in the discharge of his duty as comnmudi-r-iu-chiefof 
the army, and by virtm- of rhe power vested in him by th«. Constitution and laws of the Uni* 
ted States, has constirut' il you a military court, to hear and determine the issue joined 
against the aecuscd, nnd has eonstitnlt>d you a court for no other purpose whatever. Totlus 
charge ami speeitieatinn tht- di>fendants have pleaded, first, that this court has no jurisdiction 
in the prennsi»s; and. simud, nt»t guilty. As the court has already overruknl the plea to 
the jurisdiction, it wmuKI l»e passed over in silence by me but for the fact that a grave and 
elaborate argument has hern made by counsel for the accused, not only to show the want of 
jurisdiction, but to arrai^'n the Tre^sidunt of the Unit« d States before the country and the 
world as a usurper of ])ii\\er over the lives and the liberties of the prisoners. Denying tljB 
authority of tho Presi(.l«-nt lo constitute this connnissiou is au avermeut that this tribunal il 
not a eonrt of justice, li.is no h'gal cxisti'uce, and therefore no ]N»wer to hear and dctemuni 
the issue joined. The le.irned counsel for the aixused, wheu they make this averment bf 
way of argument, owe it to themselves and to their country to show how the President conld 
otherwise lawfully and etHeii-ntiy discharge the dutv enjoined upon him by his oath to pro- 
tect, preserve, and defend the Constitution of the ll^uited States, and to tuKo care that the 
laws be faithfullv (executed. 

An existing rebellion is alleged and not denied. It is charged that in aid of this existing 
rebellion a conspiracy was entered into by tho actMised, incited aud instigated thereto by the 
chiefs of this rebellion, to kill aud nmrder the executive officers of the government, and the 
C4^mmander of the armies ot the Uuit(Hl States, and that this conspiracy was partly executed 
by the murder of Abraham Lincoln, and by a murderous assault upon the S<!cretary of State; 
and counsfd reply, by elaborate argument, that although the facts \)e as charged, though tbs 
conspirators bo numerous and at large, able and eager to comploto the horrid work of r 
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tion already bepim within your military encampment, yet the successor of your mor- 
il Pxvtfidt'iit is a ut>uri)er it' be attempts by military rt)ree and martial law, as commander- 
lift*, tu pii'vcnt the consummation of this traitoroiLs conspiracy in aid of this treasonable 
iliitn. The civil courts, say the counsel, are opt^n in the District. I answer, they are 
'd ihroiifrbuut half the republic, and wort; only open in (his District on the day of this 
edtTuliou and cons]>iracy, o:; the day of the traitorous assassination of your Picsident, 
are only oTpt'U at ihis hour, by forco of the bayonet. Does any man suppose that if the 
tarv foiccH which pirri.^ou the intreuclnncnts of your capital, tifty tliousaud strong, were 
withdrawn, the rebel bands who this duy int'est the mountain passes in your vicinity 
Id allow this couit, or any court, to rt'iiiHJn opj-n in this District tor the trial of these their 
ftrdtrates, or would permit your executive i>flicers to dischaijife the trust committed to 
n, for twenty-four hours/ 

,t thf linit; this conspiracy was entered into, and when this c<iurt was convened and en- 
d upon liiis trial, the country was in a statt^ of civil war. An army of insurrectionists 
«• smc-e this triiil bo^un, shed the bl«)od of Union soldiers in battle. The conspirator, 
whtisf band liis co-ion.'»pirators, whether piesent or absent, j<»intly murdered the President 
tie J4th uf last Apiil, could not be and was not arre>ted upon civil process, but was jnirsued 
the military power of the government, captured, and slain. Was this an act of usurpa- 

! — a viohition of the rijrht pnarnnteed to that tieeinp^ assassin by the verj' (Constitution 
inst which and for the subversion of which he had ionsj>ired and murdered the Prosi- 
t f Who in all this land is bold enonprh or base enouprh to assert it I 
would bo plad to know by what law the President, by a military tbice actings only upon 
DiiHtary urders, is jnstitie<l in ]iuisuin(r, arresting, and killin;;^ (>ne of these conspirators, 
ifi eoudonmeil lor ariesiin^ in like manner, and by his order sui>jectin{^ to trial, accord- 
to the laws of war, any or all of the other parties to this sanK* liamuable conspiracy and 
ne, by a militiiPk- tribunal of ju.^tict — a tiibuual, 1 may Ix^ pardoned for sayinp whoso in- 
rity and impartiality are above buspiciou, and pass unchallenged eveu by the accused 
mselv«s. 

ria- aiijumeut nffainst the jurisdiction of this court rests upon tlie assumption that even in 
le of iu.'vunectinn and civil war no crimes are cojrnizable and punishable by military com- 
>:^ion or court-martial, sa\e crimes couimitted in the military or naval service of the Uni- 
l Stales, or in the militia of the several States when called into the actual scr^'ice of the 
jitC'l .States. But that is not all the arirunient ; it atlirms that under this plea to the juris- 
jtiya Tlie accused have the rijrht to clciuiand that this court shall dccitle that it is not a ju- 
elhl tribunal and has no ie^ral e.\istene(>. 

This is a most extraonlinaiy jnoi)tisition — that the President, under the Constitution and 
wsol'lLe 1,'nited States, was iu>t onlv not auth«trized but ab>tilutelv forbidden to constitute 
iisci.iurt fur the trial «if the aeeusi-fl, an<l, iheielore, the act of the Proident is void, and the 
•^Ktitineu who comiK»&e the tribunal without judicial authority or power, and are not in fact 
r iu law a court. 

That I do not misstate what is claimed aiwl attemj)ted to l)e established on behalf of the 
!^cii!>iil, I u>k the ulteution of the court to the followinj^ as the j^eutlenuurs (Mr. Johnson's) 
fufKisitions : 

Tliiif C'«»njrres« has not authorized, and, under tin; Constitution, c^innot authorize the ap- 
"iiitiiieut of this commi^siim. 

Tha: this col^Ini^>ioIl has, " as a court, no lep^al existence or authority," because the Pres- 
'♦■iif, who ahine appointed the couunission, has no sueh power. 

That his ;it«t '• i> u mer«' nullity — the usurpation of a power not vested in the Executive, 
W'l «.'niif«Mrinpr no authoiity upon you." 

^^^•t:Hve had no eouMuon exhibition of law learninj:: in this defence, prepared by a sena- 
'jri'tihe rnileil .Stai«'s ; but with all his ex|ierieii('e, and all his learninji: and acknowledfred 
•''iiity, ho has t'aileil, utterly taiie'l, to show how a tribunal eonstitute«l and swoni, as tliia 
'*"'lfen, tf> iluly try and determine the ihar)rc and specilieation a«i:uinst the accused, and by 
'*i:"iiiiiiis>ion not authori/eij to hear or de;*Minine any other issues whatever, can rightt'ully 
''■■••rtniii, or eau by any possibility pa.^s upon, the proposition presented by this argument 
''tk }:«rnileHj*an for its consideration. 

ILi- uit'inhers of this court are tttiinTs iu the army of the United States, and by order of 
1^'l'rtsideut. as coniinander-in-chief, are nMpiiied to dis«-harge this duty, and are author- 
^'■J ill tl)i> rapacity to diseharp' no other duty, to exeieise no t)ther judicial power. Of 
oiirH-, it"ihf eomiiiissiou of the Pie^ident constitutes this a ctuirt for the trial of this case 
";bi us such court it is competent to decide all questions «)f law and taet arisinpf in the trial 
'• thf ca.*e. But this court has no power, as a court, to declare the authority by whieh it 
*^'*ciin<tituted null and void, and the act of the IVi'sidi'ut a mere nullity, a usurpation. Has 
'[*-u shown by tho learned {gentleman, who demands that this court shall so decide, that 
■uirtrsoiihe army m.ny lawfulh' and constitutii»nally question in this manner the orders of 
l<('>rcrjniii,auder-in-chiof, disobey, set them aside, and dedaie them a nullity and a usur- 
■siiioQ? Even if it be coucedeti iliat the otticers thus detailed by order of the commander- 
"thief may question and utterly disrefjard his orde^ and set aside his authority, is it possi- 
''^ iutlie nature of things, that any body of men, constituted and qualitied as a tribunal of 
>^»tice, can sit iu judgment upon the proposition that they aie not a court for any purpose, 

64 w 
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an<l finally docido jtuliiiHlly, jis a riMtrt, thnt t\w frovcnnncnt wliK-liappiiintC'd llipm was with- 
out iiiittiority ? Why not cmwii tin* Ml».surility i»l' lliis |)ro|M»«itiini hy askiiipr lln* soviTal ii em- 
Imts ot' this fotirt to tlctciiiiiiic that tlicy an* not nifii — livinij, inirlli^t-nl, nsjiuiisiMc iii»-n! 
This would lui no nmrr iiraiionHl t)i:in the qu«'stiiin upmi whirl) thi'V hio uskfd to laiis. 
]low can any stMisihlc man (■nU'ii.-iin it .' )W-!on> he liCLMiir^ to rrtison upou the imipnniiioa 
]>(; must take tor (rrantt-il, and thcKt'oie dicid«- in advanri', tin* vrry question iu di?]>iJli-. to 
^'it, hin actual (•xi>t('nr«>. 

So with th(^ ijur^tion presented in this n-nmrkahle arpunirnt tor the di?lVnce : hel'ur*' ihii 
court can enter upon the inipiiiy ot'tiie want ot'aiirluMity in the I'li'-sident to con^titutfc them 
a court, they must take tor rrranted anil deride the very )M)iut in is-^ue, that the I'lesidi'iit 
bad the authuiitv, and that thev aie in law and in t'cirt a iudicinl rrihunal : and hMvintras- 
sumed ihi"*, they are frravely a>keil, as .-»uh judieial trihiinn!, to tinally and >tdeiiin]y iKriJe 
and dechircthat th(>v aiennt in t':((-r or in hivv a iudieial trihuual, hut a meie nuliiiv an J Dvu- 
entity. A nuisr lame and inqMitent i-iinciu>ion ! 

As the learned coun-el ".feiiis to havi' jrniii revi-rencj' for judicial autlioiity, and require! 
preeedint lor every epininn, I may he panloned |i»r sayinjr that the iiojecti»»n whiih I urjife, 
against the pns>ihilitv **{' any judicial trihunul, al'ier I ein;r •'tVuiaily ipialitled assuih, ^Llf^ 
tainin^, much less judii-ially <h-eidinir. the ])rnp(i>itiou that it Iimn no le^T'ti exi>tciH'cu:ia 
couit. ami that the a|i)ioiiitnient was a usi]r|i;iiion and without aiitlioiiiy vt luvv, has Wn 
solemnly ruh*d hv the Supreme (.'«iurt *•!' the Tnileil States. 

'I'hat court says : '* I he acceptance «if the jii«licial otlice is a reri);_'uition of the uulkonlf 
from which it is fh'rive«l. If a court should enter npi-n the inquiiy ^whether the authority^ 
the fjovernment which e«ital»iishetl it exi'-tecl, ) ainl «<lioidd come tot lie Cfujclusinu thiit the {:•■?• 
crnment under whicli it acti-d h:id heen put a>;«le, it wouUl cciise to he u courl an»l \ o inoiftt- 
bit' of pronouiu-inc): a judicial decisidu upon the qiii>>ti(>u it undi-rtoi.k totry. If it deciJo>kt 
all as a ctJUrt. it nece««saiily atlirms tlie existence nrsd autliority «if the ptvernniciit uiKitf 
which it is exir.'isin^'judici.il power." (Luther rn. Uonieo, T M«iwaitl, 4t».) 

That is the ve. V Jiue^tion riii>ed hv the learned y;!-! tieinan in his ;ir«rumenl — il i at there wM 
no uui/ioritii in the I'leHidrnt, hy wlnt^e act alou" !lii> trilmnal >\as constituted, to vest it Willi 
judicial power to try this is>ue ; au«l hy the oiJer upon your rectini. as has alrrinly Ik<o 
Bht>wn, if vou have no imwer to trv this issu«' for want of autlioiitv in the comamiidtri-iu» 
chief to constitute vou a couit. vou a:e no com t. anil have m» power to tr\ unvistue, becuu?* 
his or<ler limits you to this i>Nue, auil this ;ilipue. 

It re<|uires no very ]>rof"ound le;:al aifainmentN to apply the ruliujr <»f the hifrhej«t jmliciil 
tribunal of this country, just cite«l, to the point raided, not hy the pleadin«:.s, lail by thcsirjrn- 
meiit. This court exists as ajmlicial tiiliuiiiil by auihoiity only oi the IMe.xident of therniti'd 
States; the accejJtam'c of the <»tlice is an acknowledirm* ut of the validity of the aiithoriiy 
eont'errin^ it, and if the rre>id(]it h:id no authoiitv to order, direct, auil eon.slituie t]li^ court 
to try the hccumm}, and, a.s is claimed, did, iu >o constitutiiiif it, pertbrm an unconsiiluti«>Dal 
and illegal act, it neco-arily results thai the older of the l*re>idenl i> \oi«l au'i i»f u« i-lf«.'t; 
that the <U"der did n<.'t :uid couM n«'t constitute this a tribunal of justice, and thevefore iti 
inetriliers are incapable »»f j^ronouncii:;; .m juilici;il iiecisi«»n upon the «pie-tion jn'esentcil. 

'I'luMe is a uuirked ibstinctitiu betwi-i-n tlie «|U«>iiou h« re ]iiesinte(l arid that rai^edhyttplfl 
to th(? jurisdiction of a tribunal wln'se (xistence a-* a «M.urt is neither questiiujed nor di-iiirJ. 
Here it is arjrued, thrtiuirh many jiaires, by a learn«-tl >enator and a distiLi^ui.«»lH'd lawyrfi 
that the order ot the Tresiilent, bv whose authoriiv ahui«' this court is constituted a trihuiial 
of military justice, is unlawtul. If unlawful, it is vtiiij and of no eflecl, and has created oo 
court: therefore this b«idy, not beiufj a couit, cat> have no nu-re power as a coint to ui-cidB 
any question whatever than have its individuiil mendjcrs pow<r to decide that they as mei 
do not in fact exist. 

It is a maxim of the common law — the perftrction of huuuin reason — that what is iiiipofr 
Bible the law letpiires ot m» num. 

How can it l.>e ]io.ssibi^ that a ju<licial tribunal can d(>cide the tpu'stion that it dues uut exJj^ 
any uu>i*e than that a iati<uial man can decide that he iloes n«it exist .' 

'I'he absurdity of the proposition so elaborately urijeil upon the consideration of ihisconrt 
cannot be saved from the Tulicule aiul conlcmj)t «if sc-n.-ible men by tin; ]uetenco tliat tiu'ooott 
is not asked judicially to decide that it is not a couit, but only that it has no jurisdiction; i^ 
it is a fact not to be dcnitd that the whtde argument lor the det'euce im tiiis point is tliattbfl 
Pre.sident had not the lawt'ul authority to issue the order by which alone this L'A)U\t is cuuiU* 
tuted, and that the order for its cieation is null and void. 

CJenthunen might as well ask the »SuiMenu' Couit of the United States, upon a pleatotlia 
jurisdictitui, to decide, as a court, that tlie President had no lawful aMthoiity to nomiiiatvtbe 
judpes theieof heveially to th<^ Senate, and th:it the Senate had no lawt'ul authoritv to H«ivi* 
and consent to their appointuicnt. as to ask this court to decii'.e, a.s a court, that tlie ordiT* 
the Piesident of the I nited States constitutinfr it a tiibunal for the sole purj^.-'-e of ihistriil 
"Was n<»t only without attthority of law, but against and iu yi«>ialion of law. It this court i» 
not a lawful tribunal, it ha.s no existence, and can no more s]ieak as a court fluiu the dead, 
nnicii les.s pronounce the judf^ment required at its Imnds — that it i.s not a court, and that*^ 
PreHident of the l.'nite«i States, in eonstitutinp: it 8uch to try the question unou the cbfl 
aud bpecliicatiou preferred, hoH transcended bib authority aud violated his oatii of office. 
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Mon» pn«smjr from tlm consi«lcrntion of the proposition of tho lonrned smntor, that this is 
notocim't, it i«« tit that T shouM notice that another of tlio coim-si'l for the ncoiisr*! (Mr. 
EwiIlsr^ h?^ al"»o a«lvji!)o<»d thi* same opinion, certainly with more «lirectness an<i canihir, and 
wiiluiiit uyy (|u;i1iticuti(in. Hi-* statement is, " Yon," };ent!enjen, •' are no conrt nnder tiio 
C(m*ti?ntif»n." Tliis remark of the gentleman cannot (ail to(»xi'it«>i suqirisi', when it is n>ni(<im. 
bf^l tlmt tlie jji'Mtlonmn. ntit many months sine**, was a jr^'n**!-'*! in tiie service of tlie c«mi!i- 
tnr. ail'] k-^ surh, in his department in tli«' west, proclaimed and ♦■nforced martial law iiy the 
wiihtinjti.tu nt" military trihmjnls for the trial of citi7/«'ns not in the land or naval forces, hnt 
will) ««iv •'nilrv «if militarv ulTences for which he di-emed tlicm iustlv pnnisliahh* hefore mili- 
Itry nuirts, and acctirdinjr'y he nnnislied thrni. Is tin* petitleman (jnite snn*, when tliar ac- 
count nini«-> In he n-ndt^i'd for these allejri^d nnconstitntional assnmpti<»ns of power, that lio 
williiu: JMVt' to answer fnr niore oftlie.se alh'iji'd violations of the riurhtsof citi/.t'iiH hyillejral 
arrrs!<. i-i.«uvirti('n<, and cm cuions, thHn any of th** memhers *»f this c(»nrt / In support of 
hi? ii;»;iii-in that this is no conit, tlie j^enth-man oites the :^d article of the Cunstitntioii, which 
pniviiV-! "tliat tin- judicial pi»W(»r of the Tnited States shall ho vi'steil in one supieme court, 
8n(l>ui"h infi-rior i-ourts as (.'onjrress may establi.-h," the judjjes wheieof **.shall htdd their 
oflii+N i!uni!'_' 'Tt'tMl Iveliavior." 

It 1^ it sufhi-i<Mit answer to say to the frcntletnan, tliat the power of this jrovernment to try 
M<l |iiiiii-li iiiilirary otTonces hy military trilninals is no pait of the "judii-ial power of the 
rnliMlSfttt*'.-."' under tlie :M article of the Constifution, hut a jiower conferred hy the-'-thsec- 
tii'Unf ilii- \>t Mirifl*-; and so it has been rnh'd hy thi' Supieme Court in Dyrrsv:*. Hooter, <iO 
HMffa:<l. 7*. If this power is so (•onr<rred hv the Hth section, a militarvcnurt anthoiizeil hv 

CI • » « 

uiijrr-ss, and constituted as tliis has he»'n, to try all p<Ms<ms for military crimes in time of 

War. th!iiij_di not i'X»Mcisin;r "tlie judicial pow»r" provided toi in the od article, is neveitho- 

lt*<acoi;n as ri»nstitutional as tin' Su]»reme (.'ourt its<df. TIh' jrt-ntleman adiints this to tho 

txtoit uf tli».' tiid hv eourts-martial f)f poisons in the militarv or naval service, and hv ad- 

Diittiiijj if |;». jrjM ^ np the p<»int. TluTt* is no nprens piant for any such trihunal, and thn 

p«W'r |i' estah'.isli snt-h a court, therefon». is iniphrd fmm the |>ri»vlsi(»iis ot tlie >^th section, 

Isthrtic'e, that "Conjrress shall have power to pr«»vide and maintain a navy, ' and also "to 

lBik<*ri'.l ■< fur th»*«rov<-rnmrnt «»f tho land and naval forces." From llicso frrants theSina'emo 

(''■nr. ii:t'"r tho puwer to estahlish courts-martial, and t'nun the prant^ in the same J^th sec- 

th'ii, ftN I sli.iii ni»fice heroaftor, that "Conpfress shall have ])ower to declare war," and **ta 

P«w*Hli la\v> iM-ci's>Hry and ju'oper to carry this and all <ither ]>owers into e.tTect,"it is neoes- 

»Mily iiiiiilif.l that in time of war ("onjjri-ss mav authori/o militarv counnissions, to try all 

fniiK% (.•inj;ni;iti-fl in aid of the puhlic enemy, as sin'h tribunals are nctessanj to pive etiect ta 

IhejHAvcr III n:al-.o war and .suppress insurrection. 

Iiwsinncli as t!io g^rntliMnan, ((iciuMal Kwinuf.) fur whom, ])ersona11y, I have a hiphrejrard 
Wllioiiiiii'a.y conunander ot' a wrsttTU dcparrmcnt, mjidi* a liberal exercise, nnd«*r the order 
<>ftlii'CniiHM:inde)-in-L'hief (»f the armv, • f this imwer to arrest and trv militarv offenders not 
wtlu-lui.il or naval furv-es *\i the Tnited States, and inrticted upon them, as I am informed, 
tni.'fxireiui' iienairv of the law, bv viiiiic of his militarv iurisdiction, 1 wish to know whether 
"'pnfjMises^ by his proclamatimi of the pers«»nal responsibility awaitintj all such usurpations 
j*fjii'li-.'iid aiifhoiity, that he himself shall be subjecteil to the finne st<'rn judjjfinent which ho 
inviilvi-, ai;ain>t oihiM's — that, in sln»rt. he slwill la* drawn and (piartereil lor inflictinjr th»» ex- 
^H'fKiiulries <»f the law upon citizens of the United States in vit>lation of the Constitution 
•d-IIhws of his ci>untiy .' I trust that his error of judirm-nt in ])ionouncinf»' tliis military 
)iii«lit.tieii a usurpation and violation of the Constitution may not rise up in judjjm«'nt to 
fwii'liiim him. and that he may never be subjected to pains and penalties for having done his 
roty lu'ir-tiit'iire in exercisiu;: this rijjhtlul autlnirity, and in bringinjj: tojudgfmont those who 
Con-'pirnl iiiffiinst the lives and liberties of tin* pei»ple. 

ilcn- 1 iiiiirht leave this question, committinj^ it to the ehnritahle speeches of men, hut for 
wfactiluu the leanietl counsel has Ix'i-n more careful in his (>xtraoidinarv ari^nment to de- 
noiiuiv the rre-^ident as a usuriier, than to s1h>w how the court could possibly decide that it 
iHkijUoju'lir-ial existence, and yet that it has ju<licial existence. 

A r(.'|inst;ntarive of tin* p«'ople ami of the rijrhts of the people lM*fore this court, by the ap- 
^intimnr of the I*resid(?nt. and which appointment was neither song'ht by me nor desired, I 
*niu'f mIIuw all that has here been said by way of denuncijition of the murdered President 
UmI lii* -.uccessor to pass unnoticed. This has been made the occasion by the learned coun- 
*l Mr. Johnson, to volunti'er, not to defend the accused, Mary E. Surratt, not t<» nuike a 
ndiiiai :ir^Mim<-nt in her behalf, but to nuike a iiolitical haran<::ue, a partisan s|)0(>ch against 
"* p'Vernment and country, and thereby swell the cry of the anned lejjions of seilition and 
^Ili'»u that hut ye»t» rthiy shook the heavens with their infernal enj^iuery of treason and 
with" habittiiions of the ])eople with death As the law ftirbids a senator of the l.'nited 
Ww til receive compensation, or fee, for defendin<r in cases before civil or military coni- 
•*?ioii<, the jri'ntlenuiu volunt«'ers t«» makenppc>ch before thi.s court, in which he dt'iunmces 
faction of th«' Executive department in pioclaiminjr and ext-eutinp^ martial law apainat 
'i*N iu arms, their aiders and abettors, as a usnr]>ation and a tyranny. I deem it my duty 
''e|»iy to this deniinchition, not tor the purpose of pn'sentinj^ thereby any question for tho 
*&»inii of this court, for 1 have shown that thc^argiiment of the pentlenuin nrt^sents no ques- 
Ml fur its di^isiou as a court, but to repel, as far as I may be able, the unjutft ttspcrgion at- 
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tomptod to 1)c cast upon the memory of onr dead PresidcDt, and npon the official condnd 
his i<!irct'»«M«r. 

1 propose now to answer fully all that the ponthMnan (Mr. Johnson) hn^ 8nid of tho vf 
of jiirJHdii'tion in this court, and nt' the uile^t'il usurpation and tyranny of the I^x ecu live, tl 
the cnlif^liteiied puhlie opinion to which he ajtpcHls may decide wtiether all thi.-* denuneiad 
is just — whetlur, indt-ed. enntipirinfr u<:ain»<t th«> whole }H>(iple, and confe«ieruiinn and ajrr 
Dicnt in aid uf insurrection to niuulcr >ill the I'xecutive ollicer.s of the f^overnnient, eannut 
checked oral vested hy the Kx«'cuti\e jjower. IaI the jwojile decide ibis 4ue^tit•n; aud 
doir<; si>, h't them pa>s u])on the tiction of the senator hs well as upon the action of tbc 
whom he so Air<=|;nntly auaigns. l{\> ph-n in hehnlf of an exjiiiin^ and hhatleied rvbelii 
IH a fit suhject for ]iublic coii.slderHtiou and fur public condemnation 

J.(t that pt'ople uImi note, that while tin* leuini d <rcnti«>mau, (Mr. Johnson.) as a volnntet 
without }iay, thus coni'emns as a u>u)pation the uk ans euiploved so etft-etually to siippif 
this frit:anlic in.surrertion, the New Voik New.-, who.^e ]»ropiietor. Henjamin \Vo<m1, is ^hu« 
liy tin* testiuuuiy upun your ireitid t'* have received tVom liie apeuts of the r»*l»eH ion t went 
live tliDUsand dollars, rushes into tliv li>t.-> to champion tlu* eausr of the reheltion, itii aiile 
aiid ahettfus, by hdlowiiiyf to the letter his c«)lleaj;ue. (.Mr. Jnhusoii,) autl with jrrea* 
plainnesH of sjieech, and a fervor inti nsitieii, ih>ubt!e>s, bv ilie twenty-tive thiiUifHud doila 
received, and the ho]K' of more, denounces the court ua a usurpation uud thieHtiu.s llie luei 
heis with the ctuisenuencesl 

Tbc arfiument of the p'utleman, to whieh the court hns listened so patiently and ifo loDj 
is but an attempt to .•.how that it i> uncoiistitutional for the ^i»veiunient of tlio Tnited >Sttli 
to an est upon mililaiy itrder and try betoie militar} tiibunals, and puni>h upon convictio) 
in aeeordance with tin* l.'iws of war ami tin* usa^res of nations, all criminal ot^endeis uctiupi 
aid 4>f the i-xistii!;jf Vi-bellinn. It docs se(-m to me that the speech, in its tone aiiil teuijirr, 
the han.e as that whieh the coimtrv hu^ hnnd for tin* last four vearn utti.-red bv the armf 
rebels themselves and by tlu-lr apolo^ir<ts, averring; that it was nnconstltiuional fi-r tli^go' 
ernment of the United ^fiaK-s to defend by aims ita own rightful authority uud the MiprvDiM 
of its laws. 

It is as clearly the ri;rht of the reimblie to live and to defend its life until it forfe-its tba 
rij^ht by ciiuic, as it is the lijrht of the iiuiivitlual to live so lonjT JU* God pives him lile, nule 
he finfeits that rijrht by eriiwe. 1 uiak«' in» aijrument to support this proj>osi turn. Who 
there here or eNewhero to east the lepnuuh upon my countiy ihat for hercrimi's she DUii>tdii 
Yoinip'st born of the nation.^! i.- .-he n<it imumrtal by all the dread memories of the pU'>t-4 
that sublime and voluntary saeritiee ol' the pieM-nt, in whieh the bravest and noblest nfb 
sous have laitl down their live> that .-be inij^ht live, j^ivin;: thi*ir ^erene brows to the Jurt 
the ^lave, and liftin;; their hands for thi' last time auiidst tiie consuming tires of battM 
a.s^lul.e, for the jjuiiuk-cs of this arjruimiit, that self-tit'Jence is as clearly the rij^ht ot" inuiw 
as it is the acknow Iei1;^ed li^ht of men, and that the Amerieau people nuiy do in thedetcfli 
and n.aintenance of tin ii* own ri;:l;ri'ul auihoiitv .'i<:ainst i>r(;ani/.ed tirmed rebels, their aide 
and abettors, whatever free and independent nations an\\vliere upon this ;^lobe, in time 
war, may of rifi^ht do. 

All tins is sub^iantiallvdeuii'<l bytlie r^entleman in the remaikable arjrunient wliich beh 
here made. 'J'here is nothing turtber t'lom my pui]io>e than to do injustiee t«t the learn 

fentlcmau or to his elaborate and ii:;^enious a:};inuent. 'i'o ju>tLfy \%hiit I havealie:iiiv«u 
may be permitted he,e to reiiiind the eouit that nothiii*; is >aid by the counsel toiU'hiiijTl 
conduct of the accu.-ed, Marv l'. Surratt, as hbown bv the te.-tiuionv; that be mukes c«nfi 
bion at the end of his airai^nment nftlu; pfovernmeiit ami eouutry that iu' lia» net um 
BUeh arj^ument, and tiint he iea\i'S it to be made bv her other eounsel. He does takec* 
howi-ver, to arraif^u the eoinitiy and the }xov(!innient for (onductiujf a trial with chwddw 
and before a secret triitnnal, and eompures the proeeediii<rsof this court to the 2>|Kiu]>h In^i 
nition, u.'iin*: the sininjfoi words at his commaud to intensify the hoiTor wbicli he suppw 
Lis announeement will excite throuLrbout the eivili/.ed workl. 

\Vas this d(-alin}jr faiilv bv this irove.nmeiit / Was theie anvthinjr in the cimdui'tof I 

Eroceedint^s here that Justified any such remark ! Has this been a secret trial .' liu-s iti 
i.en ctJiiUrieled in open day, in the [ire>ence of the aceu.-ed, and in the j)resence of m«\ eu p 
tlemen learned in the law, who ajipeared from day to day as their counsel .' Were tlii-y i 
informed of the aceusation aj^aiu^t tlu in .' Were they deprived id the rijrht of ehallenj! 
Was it not si'eured to them bv law, and weie thev ma asked to exerci.se it/ Hasauvp 
<if the evidcih'e been suppressed .' Have not all the priKM-edin<;s been i>ubli>bed totlieworl 
"What, then, was done, or intended to be done, by the jrovernment whieh justitiesi thid cian 
about a ^Spanish Impiisition / 

Uhat a people assailed by orfrariized tn-ason over an extent of territory half a.s larjre ft*' 
<:ont.inent of Kun»pe, and as>ailed in their very capital by secret assassins bander] lepet! 
and hiied to do tlur woik of muuler by the instigation of these conspirators, nuiy not W |i 
miiied to nwike imptiry, even with closed doors, touchin^r the nature and extent of the orff 
ization, oug"ht not to be asserted by any •rentleman who nsakes the least pretensions to f 
knouled^e of the law. either common, civil, ur military. Who does not know that at 
i:omm4>n law all inquisitions touchin;^ ciime.s aiul inisdemeanors, preparutuiy to iudictu 
by the grand inquest of the state, is made with closed doors 7 
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In this trial no parties accused, nor their counsel, nor the reporters of this court, were at 
ay time excUuIeu from its delibcmtions when any testimony whs hein^ tuken ; nor lius there 
BKti any n-stiniony taken in the CA»Je with closeif doors, sjive tliat of a few witnesses, who 
<n\M, not in n.*pard to the accused or either of thi'ui, but in resj ect to tlio traitors and con- 
)initor? iu»t on trial, who were allejjed to have incited this crime. Who is tiiere to say that 
M Anieiicau people, in time of armed relniliion and civil war, have not the ri{i:ht to make 
irli au examination as secretly as they may d(.>em necessary, either in a military or civil 
ourt ? 

I have said this, not by way of a])olopy for anythinj^ the government has done or attempt- 
d to <lo in the progress of this trial, but to ex]»ose the animus of tlie argunn'nt, and to repel 
be ita'usati(»n arraiust mv country pent out to the world )»v the couu'*t'l. From anvtliingr 
hat he has said, 1 have yet to learn that the American jioople have not the rij^ht to make their 
mjQlrics s<'creily , touching a p-m'ral conxpimcv in aid of an existing rebellion, which involves 
hvh DAtinna.iry uud the (>eac(> and security of all. 

The ircntk'nmu then enters into a learned argument for the purpose of showing that, by 
heCoiwtitution, tlK* j><»i>ple of th»* I'^nited States cannot, in war or in peace, subject any 
H^.soD ta trial lx*fore a military tribunal, whatever may he his crime or ulFence, unh'ss such 
lerwui lie in the military or naval service of the Unit« d .States. The conduct of this ar*;ru- 
lU'nt is IIS remarkable as its assaults upon the f,'ov('rnment are unwarrautinl, and its insiuu- 
UiuM about the revival of the inquisition and secn»t trials are inexcu»-ablr. The court will 
lotiwtliat the arprument, from tin* bcrrinninpr aJnio^t to its conclusion, insists tiiat no person 
i liahlc to l)e tiied by military or martial law before a military tribunal, save tho^se in the 
aadauJ naval service of ilie U^nited States. I rt»iKNit, the conduct of this ar^jument of the 
JMlk^fUHM is remarkable. As an instance, I a-ik the att»Mitiou. not only of this coiirt, but of 
:hat public whom he has ventuied to address in this tone and temper, to the authoiity of the 
ii»Uu^islu'd Chan(*idh)r Kent, whosi» preat name the ciunst^l has endeavored to press into 
ki*»*;niiv in support of hi-* penerjtl proposition, that n«» person save those in the military or 
MyBlscnicc of the (Jnited .States is liable to be tried for any crime whatever, either in peace 
oriawar, U'fore a military tribunal. 

Thelhnpuajre of the {jfentleman. after citing the j>rovision of the Constitution, *'{hat no 
pCT8on8hall be h«'ld to answer for a capital or otherwise infamous crime unless on a present- 
■Mat or indictment ofa grand jury, except in cases arising in the land or naval forces, or in 
Ibemiliiiji, when in actual service in time of war or public danger," is, "that this exception 
UdeitigDed to leave in force, not. to enlarge, the power vested in Congress by the original 
CoMtimtion to make niles for the government and regulation of the land and naval forces; 
Alt the land or naval forces are the termi used in both, have the same meaning, and until 
latelrhave been suppoMjd by every comnn?utator and ju<lge to exclude from military juris- 
iittiuo offences committed by citiz'^us not belonging to such forces." The learned gentle- 
BmitbMi adds : *' Kent, in a note to his 1st Conunentaries, .341, states, and with accuiacy, 
tw 'uiilitnry and naval crimes and oilences, committed while the party is attached to and 
Ipderthe immediate authority of the army and navy <»f the Tnited .States and in actnal ser- 
Hce. are not cognizable undir thu common-law jurisdiction of the coiirts of the United 
8*Mw."' I ask this coiu^t to bear in mind that this is the only pttssage which he quotas 
•rom this note of Kent in his argument, and that no man possessed of common sense, how- 
w« destitute he nmy l)€ of thfi exact and varied beaming in the law to which the gentleman 
0*7 ri^fhtfully lav claim, can for a moment enrert^iin the o])inion that tlM"* distinguished 
Cwucdldr of Xew York, in the passagi* just cited, intimates jiny such thing as the counsel 
W*rti*, tj.at the Constitution exclndi?s from military jurisdiction otfeuces committ^nl by citi- 
l^nsuyt helimging to tlu^ hind or naval forces. 

^'hocan fail to tiCfi that (■hancelh)r Kent, by th«* i)a'*sage cited, only decides that military 
*WlijttV;il crimes and otTemu'S committiul by a party atta-hed t») and under tin? immediato 
Wthorify of the army and mivy of the irnittHl States, and in actual s(?rvice, are not cogniza- 
hfc" uudi.T the comn)(m-law juiisdiction t»f the courts td" the United States ? He (mly says they 
Ireutft co<:nizabh' under its common-law iurisdiction : but bv that he does not sav vr inti- 
^}*'j wliat is attempted to l)e sai«l by tln^ counsel for him, that "all crimes committed by 
StiZeiis an- by the (.-onstitutiitn exc uded from military juriMliction,*' and that the perpetra- 
ioftoftLeni can under no circumstances be tried bel'oie military tribunals. Yet the c«>unsel 
'*ufnre-'* to proceed, standing upon this pas>ag(! qut»led fr«uii Kent, to say that, "according 
ortwgnat autlii»rity, e\eiy other class of persims and every t»ther sjiecies of ollences are 
fitliiu ihe jurisdictiim of the civil cotnts, and emirletl in the protection of the proceeding hy 
'ft'^'ntiin'nt nr indictment and the public trial in such a court." 

Wluirever that great authority may have said el^e^\hJM•e, it is very dimbtful whether any 
wi'iid iiian in America will be able lo come to the very learned and a^tut** conclusion that 
baiKvllor K'lit has so stated in the note or any ])art of tin; not-* which the gentleman has 
11 cited. If he has said ic elsewhere, it is !<ir th»'> gentleman, if he relies upon Kent for 
itburity, to produ<u; the passa^je. I5ut was it fair tre.itmeut of this "great authority" — 
« ii not taking an unwairantable privilege with the disiingui>hed chancelh>r and his great 
fik. tiie enduiiiig monument of his learning and gi'uius. to so mutilate^ the note refeir(?d to, 
might le:ive the crentleijiHU at liberty to make his deductions andasserticuis under Cover of 
' great uume oi the New York chancellor, to suit the emergency of his case, by omittiu{; 
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tlio fullowiiipr i>a8s«fr<'» wli'u'h otvurs in tin* H.ime iioto, auil ubsoliitolv exe]\i«le» tlio contl 
Finn M> di'tiuntl^' put I'urth by the* cuunsi-1 t«> tsuppurt Lis ui{;uiucnt / In that uutc Lhaluvll 
Kent snys: 

*' Military law is a svst<»ni of n'i^nliition« for thi- jjovennnont of the Hmiic-s in the ufrrii 
of the Kniifil States. aui)it>ri!s«'il !iy thi- net of C.\»npierts vi April I<», l^-lMi. kiio^xu as tbeJ 
ticUrs i»l War, and naral law is u hiniilar ^y^t^■nl tur tin* p»v«iuii.fnt uf thi- niivv, uiidtrt 
act otC'on^iL'.ss of Apiil 'SA, iHMi. Hut niurtml law U i\\\\w a ilistinct thin^'. and is tuoial 
upon paiauK'unt njicusslty, and procIninHd hy a iinliOiry rhuj',^^ 

JldWi'Vfr unsnrccssfnl, alti-r this cxiinsurf, th«> p'urU iiiiin appc-ars in nwilntaii>iii{; I 
iiioii>(rous ]»iopo>irion. that the Anu'iican jimpli' an* hy thrlr own Coustitnt'iou forbidileB 
try till* aiders aiul abettors of armed traitors and ridtollion before iniii:ury tribunals, andsT 
jiTl theiii, tu'i'oidini; Ui the laws (if war and the usa;:t'S of nations, to just punishaiHit : 
tht'ir^reiit crimes, it lias I.km'u naide cb-ar fnan wiiat i have already stated that he has h« 
c-ndnenily sncei'ssfnl in niiiti!atii-<r 'his biaiitiiiil ]>rodNi-tion ot that (ireat mind; which act 
niniilatii.n e\eiy on<.' kni»ws is \iolutive niike t»f the law^ <»f p«-ace and war. Kviii in w 
till- dixiiie creations <d'art and tin' immorial piodiictions of (renins and leaininpr aie spurvd. 
In the same spiiit, and it seems to me with tlu' ^ame nhhiirn«-ss us that just noii-d, t 
learned <rentleman has very admiily p:e.-.-e«I inti» his service, by an extract Irom the Autu 
ocraphy of the war-worn veteran and hero, (ieneral Scoit, the names of the laii' tfocri-tary 
\Var, Sir. Marey, and the learne<l ex-AtJorney (Jeneial. Mr. Cnshnifr. Thi-s adniit ]»erl\>r 
ance is achieved in this wiiy : after staliutf tlie tact that (leneial Scott in Mexico firiK-lHiiu 
nninial law- for the tiial and pnnisliment )iy military trilninals id ]>erMins ;:niity ot ''».s>M 
nation, murder, and ]ioisonin^,'' the p-ntleman ]irov eeds to tpiote from the Autobic)<:nipl: 
*'tliat tiiis t»riler, when han<leil t<» tlu- ilien Sccietaiy of War ^.Mr. Marcy) lot hi.- nppiur 
'a startle at the tiili' (martial hiw ordi i) was tht^ only connnent he tlicn or ever UiadeuDt 
subject/ and that it was *s<K)n silently letnined as toi> explo.»ive for safe inindlin}:.' ' 
littie later (he ad<U) tlie Att(»rney (jeiier.tl (Mr. Uu.>]iin^) cal.ed and asked for a eepy, ai 
the law otlicer of tlie piveiument, w liose bu.>iness it is to speuk on all stich ntattei^ n 
Btricken wilh tt^ffii diimhtusg.^ " 'I'hereupon the leainetl penlleman pH'CJed.-* to say: "H< 
much moie sfarileil and nioje paralyzed would these jjieat n.eu have been had tl.ey Wni'i 
tiiilted on such a commission as tliis! A conlnli^sion, not to nit in aimther country, nod 
try of:ences not provided for in any law of the I'niti d Staites, civil or military, then iu !wr« 
but in their own conittiy, and in a part of it where theieaie laws pro\hlin^ for their tiiala 
punishment, and civil couits cloilad with ample powers for both, and iu ilu^ daily audi 
distnrlad exercise ol ih«Mr jniisdiiiitin.'* 

I thiiik I may safely say, without stopping to make nuy specsiul referenro9, that the CK 
rial caieer of the late >ecietary of War (Air. Marc\ )paM; no indication that he ever donbt 
or denied the conNtitntional power of the Amirican people, acting tlirou^h their duly cods 
tilted aj^cnts, to do any act JMsliti«'d l>y the laws ot war. for the suppres^ion of a alnllittli 
to lepel invasion. C'citaiidy tlieie is iioihiu<r in this extiaci fiom lite Autobioirraphy whi< 
jnstities any such conciU>ion. lie was stai tied, we are told. It mav have been a.-i diuc 
the admiration he had for the biddness an<l wisdom of the coiniuerorot \lexico as any abltvi 
rence he had tor thetiial and puni^hnient of "as.>assius, poisoneis, and inurdeiers," acculid 
\ii\^ to the laws and usaj^es of war. 

lint the oilicinl utteiaiices of theex-Atiorney (ieneral, (Cusliinjr,) with which the gentleinW 
doubile.HS was familiar when he piejiaied this ai^rumeiit. by no means justify the at:euj|i 
here made to 4Uoie him as antlioiiiy a>rain.Ht the piocliimation undenforceuit'iii of n.ailiall** 
in time of rebellion and civil war. '1 iiar ilistin^nislh'd man, not second in hj^al utiaiiaiient 
to any who have held thai position, has U-it an otiicial opinion of lecord toui-liiii^ thi.<'>nl> 
jeet. h*efeiiinjr to what is --aid l>v Sir Mathew Hale, in his J^i^ton■ of the ('onnr.oii Lf 
concerninj; martial law, wherein lie liujits it, as the j:enllcman has seen.ed by the wLol' 
drift of his ai<ruii.ent «lesiious of (iciii'r. and sav.s that it is ** n«it in truth and in naliir U*" 
but something; indnljretl latiier than allowed as a law — the nevcssity of piveinuieiir, order 
and flisci]Miiie in an army," Mr. (.'n^hillnf iiiak« s tliis just ciiticism : " This piopositiviii 
a meie compo.'Niie blumlei, a total misnpp'ehension oi'tlie matier. It coufonnils nttiitiall** 
and l*iic iitUitury ; it a>cribt's to the fuimei tlie uses of the latter ; il erione«m>ly a.-^suuitnitlia 
the j;o\enim«-ni of a body id'troips is a iieies>ity moretimn id'a body ofci\iiiai.s or citizens 
It coiifouniis and conlusi-s all the nlation.^ of the subject, and is an apt illiiNtiailen i«f *^ 
incompleteness of the nniiniis of tlie coiniiion-law juii-'-ts of Knjr'and in lejjaid to ii.aitirHlK3 
cOm])]ehended in that limitet! biaiuh of lej;al science. - * * Military law , it is* u«^ 
perl(-ctly understooti in Knprlaml, i> a branch of the law of tin' land, applicalile mdy lortl 
tain acts ot a particular clash of jjersi.ms and aduiinisteied by .-^lecial tiiliUi'.aN ; but iioltbc 
iu that nor in any other respect e»eiitially «lit^eiinir as ti> fi»i;ndatit»n in constitutional icaMi 
from a liniralty, ecclesia'^tical, (»r, inilfi-d, ehaiicery and common law, * * " liistliK^yS 
tern <d' rules for the ;^ov«Miuia*nt of the armv ainl n.'ivv estaidiahed bv succe>siveact'int TaT 
liament.. « •♦ » * Ma»ti»tl law, as exejci."jed iu any counity by the com 
mander of a fftrei«xn army, is an eleii.ent <d'the^"«,s hiUi. 

" li is incidental to the state of .solemn war, and appertains to tlic law of nations. * 
Thus, while the arini(.s of the I'nited S at* s occupied different provinces of tiie Mexican n 
public, the respective couiUiUudcifi were not limited iu authority by auy local law. The 
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illoweil, or rather reqnin^d (lie niflpistrntoa of the country, muntoipal or judicial, to continue 
Ui.i*.liiiini-it>r the hi'Ah of (Ik* country ainonf^ tl eir cunntr>nu'n; but in Mihjcction, always, 
luibeiuilitaiy power, which iirt«'<l i«uinuiiiiily and accordinjrtodiscn'ti<»n. wh«»n the bellipcreut 
ii;tHeM8 ui" ihu citntpieror requind it, and wliich «'X«Tcised jurisdiction, either Mumniarily or 
Itv iiii-aus ot' iniiitai'v ctnnniih.siouH, for the protection or tlu punishment of citizeuH of the 
l'mp«l >r«resin Mexico." — Opinions of Altai ntys Gt-ncraL vol. viii, 3tH>-itt)9. 

Mr. Cu>iiinf: SH\i*, "Tliat, it \\-t»uld seem, was one of the forms of martial law;" but he 
add?, liiat surh an example of martial law administ«'re«l by a f<»reijrn army in tlie enemy's 
ciiiiuiiT •*ii«H-rt uot enlighten us in r» pird ro the question of umitial law in i»ue'sown country 
and u^ tfiluiini.steu'd bv its militHrv comuiiiudcrs. That is a case whii'h the law of nntions 
dw-s \i\A ri-mh. Its r« g-iilatitiu is i»f ilu; doiiustic n-sori of the orjranic law8 of tlw country 
ifM-l", iiii'l ri^irardiujr which, as it happfiis, there i-s no detiuite or i-xplicit h'prislation in the 
iLimlMMtes. as tliere is none in Kii^iand. 

"AiTonJiiipiy, in Enjrl»nd, as we have seen, Earl Giey assumes that when martial law 
exi.-ift it )i!i.s no Irjral orij^iu, but i> a uum*- fact of n«'cessity, to be h'jjaiized afrer\%ard.s by a 
billul iii'knitiiiy, it tluMV be occasion. I am not pnparcd to sny that, under existing laws, 
luchuihv uot al.Mi be the ciu»«» in thr Tnifi-d State*." — Ihifi., :i7(». 

A:Ur ^Ul•h a .-tati-meiit. wln'M-in ex-Attoiney (itm-ral (.'ui*hin;; very clearly recoprnizes the 
liglii ol tills {"oveinmcnt, as aUo (»f Kn^land. to ('njjdoy martial law as a weans of d<'fence 
ill uliiiie if( war, wlu-iher tlonH->tic or foreign, he will i>e as murh surprised when he rends 
thuar;:uii.i.ut of tlu* li-ain«'d pentU-m;in, wln*nin he is described as beinj^ strut k Vk\\\\Uual 
iutil'Mi^fi ai the mere nien!i«in of pioelaiininjr martial law, and its enforceuienl by tl c com- 
iLiiiidcr ut our army m Mexico, as the laie l!?ecri:tary of War was startled willi even the 
lueijiiiiuuf ii;j title. 

tviu some of the reasons jriven, and certainly the power exercised by the veteran hero 
hiiLKlt, would se(;ni to be in divert coiiHiet with the ])ropositio!iK of the l«»arned gentleman. 

Tirt! Liiutenunt (leueval mi>s, he "excludes from tds older eases already eopnizable t»y 
cwiri-iiiuiiiul, and hmits it to cases not pii.vided tor in th«' act of ('onfric-jS e-^tablishiufcr rules 
*B'J taniil«:.s for tin- p»vernnieut of tin- aimii'S tif the I'nitefl .Stntes." Has not the f^entlemau 
>uo a;teii.pts to press (ieneial Seott into his serviee arput-d and insisted upon it, that the 
tvnuKHUiier of the army eannot subject tlu; soMIimh under his command to any control or 
puuishiueLt wliaiev«-r, >ave that whieh is provided lor in the arlich'S / 

hwili Hut do, in t)r«ler to >u>tain the jrentlemjin's hyj)othe«*is. t<» say that these provisions 
of ijje (.Vuhtituiion, by whieh he attempts to tetter the power of the peopl»* to punish such 
"nt'iiifi iii tiu»e t»f war within tin* li-rrittirv tif the Uniled States, mav In* disregarded by nu 
wniyr ot tiie I. niied Slates in command of it-* Mvuiies, in the tiial and punistiment of its 
•oklirru iu a foreit^n war. The law of the I'liited .States for the poveriuuent of its own armies 
*hoH8 tlie llap upon every sea and in every land. 

11* truth its, tiiat the ri«rhl of the juople to proclaim and execute martial law is a 
W«*^aly iui-ideni t>f war, uiid this was Ihe ri«rht exercised, an«l ritrhtftiljy exercised, by 
Lieuitijjijil (jeueial Seott in Mexico. It was what Karl (irevbas justlvsaid was a "fact 
witt-c-HMly/' Hiid I uiav add, an aet as clearly authorized as was the aet of tightin^ the 
*i*Uiy whi-u they a]ipi-aied before him. 

hnuakinj( iJiin e\e«-ptioii, the lieuti'nant jjfeneral iollowed tlu; rule n-copnized by the Amcri- 
ttiJiiUthori.iivKon niiiiia;y law, in which it is deelaied that "many crimes ounnnitted even by 
BJiiitaiy ( flicejs, enlisted nu*ii. or eaiup rerjumrs, eannot be tiiiMl under the'fules and articled 
0' Hui iiiliiaiv comiiiis-»iniis iriu.>i be n'.soited to lor sueh eas<'>. an<l these eonnitissions 
*'«<^iiid U; oidered by the saihe auilioritv. In- eonsiitiited in a similar uianner and their pro- 
^^■•lii.gs be cundueied aceoidinj^ tu the sauie general rules, as g-eueral court s-nuirtial." — 
«•♦/, l.'>. 

llHM' remain for me to notice, at presi nt, two other ]ioints in t\n> extraordiiuiry sjx'ech: 
'•'*', thai Li.uttial law dties not wariant a military comiiii>sion for the trial of mililaiy 
ofituo N — ihat is, oti■en^■e^ rtimmiiied in time ol war in the interests of the public enemy, and 
I'.viuuivit uiui u;rreenieiil with tiie enemy; and s<'eoial, that martial law «loes not pievail iu 
*U' I i.iirj fc>iaiv> and \rA< never been drelaied bv anv eomiieteiit aiitlmritv. 

u 1* but nt'ee>>aiy, a> the jT'-nth-man hiiii>elt lia> drelined lo ar^iue the tirsl point — whether 
pai'iuilutt aui]iiir./A> the tiinjini/atii-n of military eomiiiis?»ions by order of tin* commander- 
"Hl.ui to tr\ >ueli oiiM:ci.> — thai 1 should .-av more than that tin- authoritv ju>t cite«l bv me 
*""»>llMt such coiiimi«.>ions are authonz«d undi-r martial law, and an* createil by the coni- 
'^'i'lw loj tla- trial of all sueh otleiiees, v hen their puiiishmeui bv ct)Uit-maitial is not pro- 
^vJhi i„i ],y ^\^^. expres.s .statuti- law id" the ct»untry. 

llH'Hvi.jid point — tliat maitial law ha-i not been «leel:ireil bv anv comnetent authoritv — i.s 

ail * k « I * , 

■"Hniji;*^!,!!!!-!!! i»t the late murdeii-tl Piesiih-nt of the rnltetl Stales for his jnoclamasion ot 
p»;f.i.ij.r VI, lr;i/J, d-elaiiiiH" martial law throughout the I'niied Stales; and of wliieh, in 
Y'A ['-lice's eililion of Wla-atun on Internatitmal i.aw, p. .VJ'i, it is raid, "Whatever may bo 
"!'• iijleicnee to In- ileduced either tnun cnUxtitutioiial or inUMiiational law, or from the u>ajres 
*'l Kiiiu|n.,iii }ro\einmenis, as \u the lejritiiiiuie d«'po>itory of the pow^-rof suspemlinjr iho 
^/'i*'i h,ibtti:t citrpHS, the virtual abroj^ation of the jndi»-iary in ca-^s atl'ectinir individual 
l*"»riy. Had the t•^la^)li^llment a> matit r of tnct in the l.'uiled Srati-s. bv the Kxeeuiixe alone, 
oiUiJiHiai law, nut meruly in ihu insunectionaiy diatiicts, or in ca.ses of military occupancy 



1016 



REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR, 



but throii^^hont tho entire l^nion. niid not toniporarily, 1)iit nn an inj^titntion as pemianPTit i 
the inmn reel ion ou wliicli it prot'esseM to )>e btisi'd, and cnpnMe, on tin* Kame ]uinciule, > 
bi'lnff revived in all caHi'8 of Ainipn as well .is civil war, are placed beyimd cnic»stion uy tl 
I'retiident'H proclauiatiou of September '24, lir'l)*.^.'* That prucluination is as follows: 

"BY THE PRESIDEKT OF THE UNITPH) STATES OF AMERICA. ^ 



(I 



A PROCLAMATION. 



"Whereas it haK become necessarv to call intosi-rvice not only volnntoors, but al?o portic 
of the uiiliiia of the Smtcs, iiy u diaft, in onhr to >iip]>ress the insnnection existing in ( 
United States^ and disloyal persons are not aile4|n:tttly ri?*riaiiied )iy the oniinary pruce« 
of law from hinderinf; this iii(-a>nie. and Irom ^i\in^ aid aiid comfort in various ways tot 
iuHuriectiou: Now, therefore, he it oideu'd that durinp the existinp iiiRUirection, and aj 
nccessaiv means ft »r snppressinjj the same, all rehels nod insnrpnts, their aiders and ab 
tors, wiiliin the I'nited Statrs, and all persons dixMimji^^inp- volunteer enlistmenf.s re.«i.<ti 
militia drafts, or pruilty of any disloyal practice, atfoidinp aid and Cimifurt to reV>e1s, agaii 
the authority of tho l-nited States, .shall h'.' suhject to martial law, and liahle to trial a 
punishment hy couits-mnrtial or military conimis>ion. 

"Second. That the writ of hnhtu» corpus is suspended in respect to all persons arresti 
or who ari! now, or hereafter dinintr the lehellion shall he, impiisoned in any fort, ran 
arneual, military prison, or other place of continement, liy any military authoiity, or by 1 
Bcutence of any court-martial or military commission. 

**In witness whereof, I have lierennto bet my hand, and caused tho seal of the Uni 
States to he Ht)ixed. 

"Done at the city of Washington tliis 24th day of September, A. D. 1«^'2, and of 
indei)cudeuc4i of the United States the eiirhtv-scventh. 

"ABRAHAM LHsXCLX 

** By the Prjesident : 

"William H. Srward, 

'' Stcntary of State:* 

Tliis proclamation is didy certified from the Wnr Department to be in full force and not ] 
Toked, and is evidence of rec»»rd in this case; and hut a tew days siuce a |iroclamatioDof I 
President, of which this court will take notice, declares that the same remains in tail foft 

It has been said hy another of the counsel for the accu>ed (Mr. Stom') in his argnmez] 
that, admitting its validity, tlie pmclamation ceases to have effect with the insurreciloD, at 
is terminatCHl by it. It is true the proclamation of martial law only continues durinff tJ 
iuKurrectiou : but inasnnich as the (|uestirin o\' the existence of an in^-Ulrectiou is a politic 
question, the decision of which lielongs exclusively to the politi<*a] department of the guren 
nient, that department alone can declare its existence, and that department alone can decl* 
its termination, an<l hy the action of the political department of the government every jndici 
tribunal in tho land is concluded and hound. That ijuesticm has hcen settled fortifiyji* 
in this country' by the Supienu; Court of the I'nited States: P'irst, in the case cf Bn)wnr 
The I'nited Slate.**, {^ Cranch :) jil.-^o in the prize cases, (*J lUack. (541.) Nothing more, iber 
fore, need be said^niiou this quesiiun of an rii»t\uir insurrectiun than this: The politirsU 
partment of the goveiuinent lias hen-td'ure prociaimi'iil an insurre<*ti«m ; that department h* 
not y«»t declared ihe insurrectinn ended, ami the event on the 14th of April. whiiMi robbodtJ 
people of their cho.-en Executive, and cUitlnil this land in mnmniug, boiesad Imt overwhelm 
ing witness to the fact that tht" rehrllion is m>t j-nde 1. The fact ol the in^uiTection 'i5ia»t t 
open (piestion to be tried ox srtlh-d by parol, either in a military tiibunal or in a civil ooa' 

The di*cIaiation of the le.iined geiithmiiin who i»pened the defence, (Mr. Johnsou,)th 
jnaitial law has never been declaiiMl bv anv comneteiit authoritv, as I have alreailv nsi 

ft V I ft ^ ■ 

arraigns Mr. IJncoin for a usurj):ition of power. ]>.ies the genlleman ni'-anto say tliHr, ua 
Congress authorizes it, tin* President cannot proclaim and enforce martial law in the .siipi»r< 
sion of araied and organized rebellion ? Or does he only atlinn that this act of the late I'ltr 
dent is a usurpation ? 

The proclamation tif martial law in ^^.C\^l a u-iurpntinn I thouph it armed the people intb 
dark hour of trial with lln' iiii'ans id' tlelence ajr.'iinst traitorous and secret «"nemies inevi* 
State and distiict of the coiintiy ; thouirb by its use soir.e of the guilty were brought to sir 
and ju>t judgment, and others deterud from crime ordiiven to tliglit; though by this uiea 
ihe innocent and defeiicele.ss weie ]»ioiect«-d ; though by this n>eansthe city of ihegenrlcnjHi 
residence was saved from the violence and pillage of the molmnd the torch of the inceudiar 
But, Miys tlu' gcfutleman, it was a usurpatii»n, tirbiddeii by the laws of the 1:hh1! 

The same was said of the [irt»clamations (»f blockade issued April \\) and "2^, l?**)!, whi 
declared a blockade of the ports ot the in-urgent States, and that all vessels violating the sac 
"Were Kuhjecis of captun-, and, together with th»" cargti, to be conilemned a-s prize lat 
much as Congiess had not then recognized the t'act t>f civil war, tlu-se proclanmtions wc 
denounced as void. The Supreme ('ourt deciih'd otherwi.-e, imd nfllirmi'd the pt»wer of t 
Executive thus to subject properly on the .stos to hcizuie and coudemnutiun. 1 read fn 
that decision : 
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*'Tli<» Constitntion confors Tinon the President the whole pxonitivo power; he is bound to 
take cjin? that the luws he failnfully exrruted ; he is conimaiukT-in-chief of the army and 
Mvv uf the l.^iiited Ntntos, and of the njilitia of tlie sevoral States \v]ien called inti) the actual 
jfnuf t>f tlie United States. * • Whetlicr tlie President, in fulfilling his duties as c«»m- 
niaiider-in-chief in Huppres.sinp: an insutrectiun, ha.s met with such armed hostile nsistjinco 
an«l !i civil war of «uch alarminp: propurti'-ns as will eoni{)el him to accord to them the 
clia'ai'ter of belli perents, ib a question to be decided by him, and this court must be poveraed 
by the iloi'isions and acts of the pulitical department of the povernmeut to which this power 
wii.* intrusted. He must determine what dejriee of force the crisis demands. 

" The proclamation of blockade is itself offirial and conclusive evidence to the court that 
a st:tteof war exi>ted which demanded and authorized a recourse to such a measure under 
the cinunistances peculiar to the case." {2 lilack, t)7(».) 

Ir lia"* liceii siilennily ruled by the sam»» tribunal, in an earlier case, *Mhat the power is con- 

fiiledtothe Executive of the Union to determine when it is necessary to call out the militia of 

the !>tale.s to repel invasi'>n," as follows: **That he is necesMarily constituted the judffe of 

the exi>teiioe of the exiirency in the first instaticj'. and is bound to Hct according to his belief 

of the t'ictf. If he do<»s so act, an<l deci-les to call forth the militi«i, his orders tor this purpose 

art ill Miict conformity with tin* ]»rovisions of the law: and it would seem to follow as a 

nc-i-estjir)' consequence, that every act done by a subordinate officer, in obedience to such 

orJcrs is rqually justifiable. The law contemplates that, under such circumstances, orders 

shall lift jriven to carry the pow<T into elTect ; and it cannot, therefore, be a correct inference 

that Hiiy other person has a just ripht to disobey them. The law does not provide for any 

a]»|K'«l troiu the judprment of the Presid»Mit. or for any rijrht in subordinate officers to review 

himlecisioM, and in effect defeat it. Whenever a statute pives a discretionary power to any 

pcfiKin, to be exercis«'d by him upon his own opinion of certain facts, it is a sonnd rule of 

consmidion. that the statute constitutes him the sole and exclusive judpe of the existence of 

those facts.". (12 Wheaton. 151. ) 

In the lipht ef these decisions, it must be clear to eveiy mind that the question of the ex- 
igence of au insurrection, and the necessity of callinp into requisition for its suppression both 
tht militia of the States and the army and navy of the United States, and of proclaiming 
martial law, which is an essential condition of war, whether foreipn or domestic, must rest 
*iih the officer of the government who is charped by the express terms of the Constitution 
with the performance of this great duty for the common defence and the execution of the laws 
of the Union. 

^ But it i8 funher insisted by the pentleman in this arpument that Conpress has not anthor- 
ued the establishment of military commissions, which are essential to the judicial adminis- 
towion of njartiai law and the punishment of crimes committed duriup the existence of a 
"vil war, and especially that such coumiissions arc not so authorized to try persons other 
™ those in the military or naval service of the United State-*, or in the militia of the several 
otfttes. whiMi in the actual .*»ervice of the United States. The pentleman's arpument assuredly 
dwiroya itself, for he insists that Conpri'ss, as the lepislative department of the povemment, 
5*** P^^ no law which, either in peace or war, can constituti<uuilly subject any citizen not 
^}w land or naval forces to trial for crime before a military tribunal, or otherwise than by 
•^7 in the civil ctmrts. 

»^hy d«ies the learned pentleman now tell us that Conpress has not anthorized this to be 
wne, after derlarinp just as stoutly that by the fifth and .sixth amendments to the C'onstitn- 
noniiosiu'h military tribunals can be established for the trial of any person not in the niili- 
"'y or naval service of the United States, or in the militia when in actual siTvice, for the 
(■■mmiMioii of .^uy crime whatever in time of war or insurrection ? It oupbt to have occurred 
to the peiiiloinan. when commentinp upon the exce]»tion in tli«' fifth article of the C'onstitu- 
Jj'*", that there was a reason for it very difi'erent fiom that which he saw fit to a>«sipn, and 
:. ""'''iMuj. manifc'itly upon the face of the Convtitutiou itself, was, that by the i-ipnth sec- 
lotiiit j[„, |j|.^j urtiele it is expressly yiroviijed that (_Vmpi ess shall have power to make rules 
j!*^ .'^'.-"vr-rnment of the lan<l and naval forct's, and to provide for tirpjmiziup, arminp, and 




'^'"! first artiele wjus to remain in full force IN TIMK of PKAck, tlie «'xceptu»n must be 
''"'*': Hnd. accordinply, the exception was noole. But, by the arpument we have listeni»d 
'"'.•'lis court U told, and the country is fold, that IN 'IIMK of war— a war which involves 
"> Its, I, end i^>ne the lives and interests of us all — the puaranttes of the (.'onstitulion are in 
"'II tone for the benefit of those who cons[Mre with the enemy, creep into your camns, 
•S'lnlcr in cidd bbuKl, in the infer«*sts of the invader or insurpent. the c»>nmiander-in-chiet of 
J.""runiiy, and secure to him the slow and weak provisions of the civil law ; while the sol- 
^^} who liiuy, when overcome by the demands of exhausted nature, which cannot be re- 
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Bijited, linv»» slf-pt at lii}» post, ia Hiilijfct to W trirtl upon tlio ppot by a mUitary tnbnnal i 
shut. The ur<riniiC'iit iiuinunt.s to tlii!«: tlmt as iiiilitHry cuiiits hikI inilitarv triaU of civili 
ill time uf war aro a UHiirputioii and tyiaiiiiy, and an Holdii*r aie linldf to itiich arrpi^ta i 
trial, ScM'pfcaiit C'urhott, wiio nliot Hootli, slnHild la* triiil and cxcciiti'd by seutenit* of h n 
tary comt. whilu Hootli's co-(.-oiis]»initinN andaiders nlionid be savod from any siieb iudi^ 
as a milirary tiial! I conltrsn tliat 1 am too dull to coniprcdii iid \hv lope, the iea»on, or 
BenHi' i»f Kiu'li a conclusion. It' thcie is any one fniitha \n tliis privilctfL* of a eivil trial 
Q remote periiMJ, and h\ a jury of tlie DJNtVirt, IN TIMK riF civil wak, when the fuiiii 
titins of rlic r(-])iibiii* are rix-kinp: beneath the earth(pnike tread of armed rciiclliou. that u 
Ik the defen<K>r of the republie. It will never do to say, as has been said in this artriiDK 
that tliisuidier is not liable to be tritd in tin>e of war bv a milit'irv tiibnnal for anv ot 
oHV'ijee tlian tho>e pn'serib«'d in the rul«s and articles of war. To my mind not)iin<r ean 
clearer than that citizen and soldier alike, in time of civil or fnreijrn war. after a pro?Iai 
tion of martial law, are triable by nwiitary tribunals for all oifeuces of which they may 
guilty, in the interests of, or in concert with, the enemy. 

The>e provi>ions, theielore, of your (.'onstitmiim for indietment and trial by jnry in c 
couits of all niiues ave, a< I shall hen-uiter ^how, silent and inoperative in tinte of war wl 
the public ^afety re(|uires it. 

The argument to which I have thus been leplyinp, as tin' court will not fail to porcfi 
nor that public to which the argument is addn-ssed, is a labored attempt to establish i 
propoNitinn, tluit, by the C'on^titulion of the I'nited •Statis, the American peo|)ie c.-inu 
even in a civil war the p^'atesl the world has ever .seen, employ mattial biw and militf 
tribunals as a means of succes>t'ully a'^sertin^ their authority, pie>ervii>f; their uationali 
and KHinii'p protecti<m to the lives and property of all. and especially to the ]a'rsons 
tho<e to wlium tlii-y have ctunmitied, o11ici:illv. the ^reat trust ot maintaininfr the natio' 
authority. The fff.-ntleman says, witli an air of perfect contith'ucts that he denied the jm 
diction of udlitarv tiibunals tor the liial of ci\iiianr< in time of war, because neither the V* 
atiiution uor laws justify, but on the contiavy repmliate them, und that all the experience 
the pa^t is against it. i niiprht cont4>nt myself wiih saying; thai the practice of all nati« 
is against the <r(-ntieman's conclusion. Tiie struggle for our natituuil indejteiidence was aic 
and proMH-uteti bv mililarv tiibunals and martial law. as well as by arms. The contest 
American nationality b<>{;au wiih the establishment, very soiui after the tiiiiifr of the tirst fi 
at Lexinjrton on the \ihii day of April, ITTi'i, of military trihuiutls and martial law. On 
3tjth of .June, I77r», the Continental Ctmjrre^s jnovided that "whosoever, hthfn^ing tv 
euntiHehttii arniy^ shall be convicti-d of hiilding corri'sptmdence with, or pivinp: iutelligfi 
to the enemy, either indiiectly or directly, shall butl'er such |iunishn)ent ashy a courl-nmr 
ahall be ordered.'* I'his was found not ^nfiicient, inasnnich a^ it dit] not reach those rivi/i4 
mho, like certain civilians of our day, claim the protection of the civil law in time of ^ 
aprainst military arrests and militaiy trials for military crimes. Therefoje the same Congrt 
on tile 7th of Noveinher, 177r), amended this ]Movision by stiikingout the words *' belong 
to the continental aimy,'' and adopting the article as billows: 

** Ail jfer,suH» convicted of hiildin;:^ a treacherous CiirreMpondenee with, or giving in If 
gcnce to the enemy, shall sutTer death or such other puui<ihuient as a general court-uuin 
shall think proper!'" 

And on the 17 th of June, 177n, the Congress added an additional rule: 

**That all persons, niit memheis of nor owing aUegiance t«i any «)f the United Stato' 
America, who should be Ibuml luikingas s[»ies in or ahout tln' fortitications or eiicampiut'' 
of the ai lilies of ihe I'nited Sratis, or any «d' them, shall sutfer «leath, according to the I 
and usage of uatiius, by the s<;ntence of a eouit-martial, or such other pnui&lmieut iv 
court-maitiiil shall diiect.'* 

C<ui.pieheiisive as was this legislation, embracing as it did s<»ldiers, citizens, and alic 
subjecting all alike to tiial lor their n.ilitaiv crimes by the n.iliiaiy tiibunals <if justices 
cording t«) the law and the u.-ajie of nation.", it v. as found to be iii>uttii*ieiit to nn-el that m 
clangeioiis of all crimex commilti'il in tin- interests of the eiiemv hv cili/.i i:s in time of «*'H 
the eriiue of con>piringttigi'ther t«> a."^sa>-in:iti' or seiz«' and cany away the so-ilier-*and citix* 
who w<*ie loval to the cause of tin- c<»untrv. Therefore, on the y7ih of Kebruarv, 177^, 
Congress adopted the following resolution: 

** litttulTttl, That whatever inhaliitnnt of tluse States shall kill, or seize, or take any \o. 
citizen nr citizens tla^'eof and convj-y him, Iu.t, or them to any |»laoe within the power ot ' 
enemy, or shall kntkk into any (MiMisiNAiinN for such purpose, or attempt to cuiry 
same into execution, or hath a"*si"*ted or shall assist therein, orshall, by giving intelligencfi ^ 
ing as a guide, or in any manner whatever aiil the (Ziemy in the perietiation thereof, 
shall suifi-r death by the jihlgment of a court-n.aitial as a linitor, assassin, or spy, if ' 
offence be committed within seventy miles of the headquarters of the grand or other onn 
of these Stati's whereageneial ot^ictr communds." — Jounnihof^CoH!fn.sit^ vol. ii, pp.4fil.*,4* 

So stood the law until the adoption of the Constitution of the United States. Ev«ry we 
informed man knows that at th(> time of the passage of these acts the inairts of justice, linvi 
cognizance of all criiiu's against perstins, weie open in many «»f the States, and thiit by ih* 
seveial constitutions and charters, which were thi'ii the supreme law lor the punishineut 
crimes committed within their respective territorial limits, no man wus liable to couyicti^ 
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pnt by tlif verdict of a jury. Take, for cxamjile, the provisions of the consMtiition of 
Aoitli CuruliiiH, a<lopte(l oil the lUth of Xovfiiiber, J77fi, and in full force at tlit* limp of the 
pu?.?i<i|:i' of th«" last resolution by Conprcsa above citp<1, which pviivisiims arc a-* folbiws : 

••That no fiec-nian nball bo put to answer any criminal charge but by indictment, prc- 
eeutiih-iit, or iiiipeiiclmient.** 

•'Tliuini» freeman shall be convicted of anv ciime but bv the unanimous verdict of a 
jury ot Oinn\ Hiid lawtul men in t»]Hii court, as heretofore used.'* 

'lbi> was the law in I77p* in all the ?;irat«s, and the T>rovision for a trial bv jurv everv one 
V.iW'^^>n.<iint H jurA- of twrlve men, in'pamlled and (pialilicd to try the issur in aeivil court. 
T\it'«^'»i»'iu-ittn is not to be avoided, that tin se enuetments of the ConffK-ss under the C'on- 
f».-^l*'i»t",«ni ."et a-ide ilie trial by jmy nithin the sevt-iul .Stutes, and expressly providi d for the 
tiiaii»v rouit-martial of **any o\' xhv. inhabitants" who, durinp the revolution, mijrbt, con- 
trary m tin- jMovisious of sa'd law, and in aid of tlir j>ublic eni-my, jrive them intellipence, 
or kill any Kiya! citizens of the I'nittd Siults, or ent«r into any condiinatiou to kill or curry 
tbi-iii nwiiy. How couies it, if the ar«:uuient of the counsel be tru«*, that this i-nactmint waa 
pa-H'il liy the C'onpirss of 177'^, wben the constitutions of the se\eral States at that day as 
tu;h L'tiiiiaiifi ed tiial bv iurv to evi-rv iierson lirld to answer for a crime, as docs the Consti- 
lutitiiiuf till* Tnit^Ki Statj'S at this liour ? Notwithstaniliup this fact, I have yet to learn that 
any luval 11 an ever challenped, duiinjrTiU the jieriod ol' our c«»iitlict tor indepenile!ic«' and 
ii-iti)iiiility. thf validity ot that law forllietruil formilirary oth-uces by militaiy tribunals of all 
oflrujliis a-* tin* law, mit of peacr, but of war, and jibsolutrly essential to tln» ]»rosecution of 
*jir. 1 may be panbau?d li»r sayinjr that it is the ac<ej»ted eommoii law of nations that 
uuriial law i«i at all times and fvi-rywheie essential to tln' successlul prosecution of war, 
wliHlurir 1k' a civil or a f»>rei<rn war. The validity of thcsi- acts of the Continental and 
CuiiUui'iiik* Conjrn'ss I know was challenged, but only by uien charged with the guilt of 
tlw-:rniuniry"s blood. 

^^ a.«liiii;:ton, the peerless, the stainless, and the just, with wlioni God walked through the 
piglil ul lh.it pleat trial, enforced tills ju>t and wist* enactment upon all occasions. On the 
i'llniiSi-jiii-mbcr, 17H», .J(»hhua II. Snlith, l)y theoiderof(;ennal Washington, was put U]>on 
01? trial ImIoic a couit-martial, convi'ued in the State of New Y«irk, on the chaipe of thero 
aiding aiul assieiiing Benedict Arn{»ld, in a combination with the enemy, to tuUr, kiU, and 
«iu .-uvli lo\al citizens or soldiers of the Tniled Slates as w«'re in parriscn at West Point. 
cuutli ohjciifcd to the jurisdiciion, avening that lie was a j)rivate citiz<*n, not in the military 
W naval MTV ici*, and then loie was only amenabh* to tin* civil authority of the State, whose 
««ii»titniii,ii had puaiantecd tin- right of trial by jury to all persons \\vU\ to answi-r for crime. 
(tliauulu's Ciimiual Tiials, vol. 2, ]). 1>7.) The constitution »>f N<'W York then in force 
**^'| NJ piovided : but, noiwiih>tanding that, the court ovi'i ruled tlie ]>lea, held him to answer, 
tiid triui him. I u-peat, that when ^\\n\\\ was thus tried by «'«»urt-martial, the constitution 
oiNrn V.ik as fully guarantied trial by jury in the civil i-ourts to all civilians charged and 
««J to aii.swi'r lor ciinn-s within tin* limits of that State, a-i does the C'i»nstituti(»n of the 
I- Jim-i'i Siaii's guarantee such trial within the limits «'f tlie District of Columbia. liy the 
•«a.L)J i.i the Alleles of Confetieiation each State retained "its sovereignty," and every 
I'^'^H, jrii>.ii^.ti«)u, and right not trpnssly delegated to the United States in Congress as* 
J^'^'li.tU. \\y iho>e articles there was no expiess delegation of judicial jiower; tlieiefore the 
o'^;'> ri;uii.t-d it fully. 

** !'•<: iiii,i!iu^> ci»urts, constituted by the conimaiider of the army of the United States 

^*J'» d.i- (■,iij;t.il,.jmit,i,^ \vho was aj)point«(l only by a u-soliuiou of the Ctmgiess, without 

.\t^///"«..%,s g.Hui of power to authorize it — his (»ihce'nol being cieated by the act of the peo- 

uiL'r^'"''..""*'''^*'"'"''^^ law — had jurisdiction in ev»ry State to try and put to death **any 

"^ 'iiam*' 1 1, i^inul' who should A/7/ any loyal citi/iu in- enti*r into ** any cinnbinatiou" for 

' j"'-'!! i''.i;|.o.-e theiein in time ot' war, notw itli>tandiiig ihe }«rovi.>ions of tlie coii>tifution 

•' 'aw-ui >iieh Slates, how ean any n.an conreive that under the Constitution of tlie United 

*.'**' ^^i-ili i^ the .-^upieuif law over every Stare, anything in the constitution and laws of 

Hil/-'^*'"^' *" ^'*^' ^■♦'Jit'^ry ni»tw ith^talMiing, and the supieuie law over every Territory of the 

I), ,'■ '''^^ '''^ ^^'-.l. the (.'oimiiandii-iu-Chief of the army of the Cnited Statis, who is made such 

llj("l' ^"■'"'^''^'^'^"» ""*i l».^" il-"* siijiieuie authority c.oth«d wi;h the power and <'haig<d with 

Tii .^ "' V"'**-"'i"n ••"tJ eontroiliiig ihe whole military power of the United States in tiuieof 

^■•lo.jj ,,i Invasion, has not that authority I 
fe«i .'*".'' ''"^ uinind the court that one of the niarke<l ditfj-n'tices between the Articles of Con- 
C"'j| I'*'^* '' inid the Cousliiution ot the United States wa.-*, that, under the Confedeiaiiou, the 
«ai '*''*"\^^'^=* the^ole depositoiy of all federal power. The Congress <»f tin' C«»nlederation, 



tt^.j V *i«"'^ '"' "^' """* '" reverence tor <ir oJieihence to the I onstiiutiou ot my ciuniiy. es- 

U'c- .''**r '■» **•"* ^ *^*'» ^ "t^w evangel to tho nations, embodying the »lemoc;aey of the New 

Hj * ''iii eiil— the absolute eipia.ity <»f all m«*n l)efore the law*, in respe»'t of tiio.-e rights of hu- 

ll^^*"* I'i nrt- whi.li are the gift ot (iod, and tlierefori* as universal a.- tin* material siiuciun? of 

ijj .^*- Can it be that this Ctiustitutioii of ours, so divine in its spiiit of ju>tice, so bi netitent 

^^<is resulbA, to full of wisdom uud goodness and truth, under which wc became one people, 
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a proat and powerful nationnlify, 1ms, in toriiiB or by implicatinii, denied to this people* tbe 
pfiwer to cruHli tinned n'hcUinu by wur, and to ariest and pnnii«Iif during the exisii.>iire(^ 
Hueli nbelliim. aecordin^ to the lawH of war and the u^ag(\s of natious, eecrtt eun^Ililalorjf 
"who aid and ahet the puiilie enemy 7 

H<*re is a eonspiraey, or^anizrd and prosecuted by armed traitors and hired nsfsav^iii:), re- 
ceivinp the moral support of thousands in ev«-rv State an<l district, wlio pronounced the war 
for llie Tnioii a tailuie, and vcur now uiuidfnd but immoital comniumhT-in-oliief a f^mm; 
the objtH't of wliich conspiracy, as tlie tfstimuny shows, was to aiil the totterinjr roiit'llion 
which struck at th(^ nation's life. It is in evid«'nce that I)a\)s, Thompson, ami othf-r^ cliicfs 
in this rebellion, in aid of tlie hunie. a;rrei>d anil conspircil with others to ])oison the t'i<ui:t&in9 
of water which supply your cdmnn-uiul m«-tropi)lis, and thcicby uiurtler its inliahitaiU>'. to 
secretly deposit in the huljitations of tlii' ]ieopK> and in the ships in your harbois ii tliiiiiniable 
niateiials, and thereby destrov them by tire; to inunler i)V the slow and consuiiui:!: torture 
of faiiiine your soUliers, captiye in their hands; to imjuMt ])estilenci' in infected clothi^tobe 
distributed in your capital and cam]is, und therel>y murder the survivin<; heroes and ditHtil- 
ers ol the lepuhru*, who, standinjr by the holy pfraves of your unreturninjr biav.\ jir-mil/ 
and defiantly chalien^re to honorable combat and o])en battle all public enemies, tli.-ti ik'lr 
country mav live: and, iinallv, to ciown this honid cntalon-ue of 4Time, this smii ef ii!l ha- 
man aixu-ities, conspind, as chaip'd upon your rerf)id. with the accused and John Wilkes 
Booth «n<l Joiin II. Surratt, to kill and minder in your ca|»ital the executive <»llicer> ni yoar 
(Tovernment and tiu' commander cjf your armies. Wiien this conspiracy, eutertd iutulij 
tliese tiait«irs, is reveakMi by its attem]ited execution, and th(> foi:l unii inutal nuirdcr ei vour 
President in the capital, you aie told that it is uncousiitutional, in order to arrest the further 
exeeutiou of the con.spiiacy, u* inteijMise tlu* military powt'r ot tliis frovernnu'nt for tlicjinwt, 
^vithout civil process, of any of tin- parties liiereto, and tor their tiial h\ a military tiibuu»l 
ofjusiiie. If any spch rule had «»btaine<l durinj; otir stru|;fjle for imh'pendence we never 
would have been a nation. If any such rule ha<l lieeu ado)ited and acted upon n«»w. during 
the tierce stru^r^rh* of the past four years, no man can t^ay that our nationality would hive 
thus lonjj surviveil. 

The whole |M*ople of th«' United .States by their (N^nstitution have created the office of 
President of the I'nited States and comnumder-in-ciiief of the armv and navv, and have 
vesttni, by the terms of that (.'on>titution, in the iH'rson of the President and coma:andf't-ia- 
chief the power to enforce the execution of the laws, and presi'rve, protect, and deteud iho 
Constitution. 

The tpiestion may well be asked : It", as counnander-in-chief, the President may not, iti 
time of insuirection or war, proclaim and execute martial law, according to the usages of 
nations, how can he successiully ]jerform the duties of his olHce — cixecute the laws, preseH'* 
the C'oustituti(»n, suppress iuMnrection, and repel invasion ? 

Martial law and military trihunals are as esst^ntial to the successful prosecution of war ss 
an.i men, and arms, and munitions. The Constitution of the l.'nitei) States has vested the 
power to declan? war and raise armies and navies exclusively in the Con^reiiii, and theiK'^*-*' 
to {trosecute the war an<I command the army and navy exclusively in thfpri'siiieni oi *"• 
Unit<*<l States. As, under the C.'onfedi-ration, the commander of the army, appointinl <*]^^7 
by the ('onpress, was by the resolution of that Conjjress empowereil to act as he mi«;iit thiiiK 
proper for the prood and welt'aie «>1 tlie service, subject oi\\y to suidi restraints* or (micr.-* as the 
Co» jrress miplit jrive ; so, under the Con-xtiiution, the Pjcsidcnt is, by the peojile wbi» •*'" 
dained tiiat i. (»ii.stitution and declau'd him comm«nder-in-ehief <«f the army and navy, vf."*JPjJ 
with full power to dircn't and control the army and navy of the l.'niteil States, andenipl«»>' * 
the forces neces«*aiy to presen'e, protect, and defend the ('on«4titution and execute the In'**! 
as enjoined hy his oath and the ve-y lettj-r <if the Constitution, subject to no roirictiuu <*' 
direction save .such as Conj^ress may I'rom time to time prescriln*. 

That these i)ower.s f«»r the common defence, intiu>ted bvthe Constitution exclu'-iively tt» tii8 
Con^n'ss and th<? Presitlent, ar<', in lime of civil war or foreijrn invasii»n, to be cxeni-i-d \^'^}^' 
out limitation or restiaint, to the extent ol the public necessity, nml without any intervitiitn-*^ 
of the fedetal judiciary or of State constitutions or Slate laws, are facts in tmr history i^** 
open to (piestion. 

The i>osition is not to be answered by saving; vou nnike the American ConCT''!*-'' therebv <^'^' 
nipotent, and clotlu; the American E,\ecuti>e with the as>erteil attribute of hereditary '*^^ - 
archy — the kinp «'«in do no w ron{r. I-et the position be fairly stateii — that the C'enj^'*;^* 
an< 
1 



iiul President, in war as in jieaie. are but the an:ents of the whole people, and thai llii"^ ' . 

.imiti'd power lor the common ilefeiice ay;ain>t armed rebellion or t'ori-iffu invasii.-u is br*-' .^ 

power of th<? people intrusted »"xclu>iveiy to the le^isla:ive and «'xeculive depart ijniir> a-— ', ^ 

ajr<'nts, tor ttn\ and eveiy abuse of w hieh these ajjeiits are diiectly responsible to tlie pi'i>l' "!^ 

d the demajrojrtf cry of an omniju)ti'nt Conirress, an<l an Executive investt.-.! with *'\*-(jj 

L»ropratives, vanishes like the ba>e,e>s fabric <»f a virion. Jf tt-e Congress forruiit Ij^'* . 




«hip and of olHce, and declare him forever di.<»(iualiti« 
position of honori trust, or power under the gov-.TUuieut of his country. 
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I can nndcrstnnd very wrll why men slionld tremble at the exerri«5 of tliis proat power by 
monarch whose person, by the constitution of his realm, is inviohible, but I cannot conceive 
w Huy Aniericau citizen, who has faith in the capacity of thewliokt people to jrovtru tliem- 
!vcs, should pfive hinl^'elf any concern on the Hubject. Mr. Hallam, the ditttinj^uiHhed 
tlior of tlie Constitutional History of England, 1ih« said: 

**Kin'r"* hive to display the divinity with which their tlatterers invest them in iiothinp: so 
icii Hs in tlie instantaneous execution of tlieir will, and to 8^nd revealed, as it were, in the 
»rui and thunderbolt wlien their p«)wer breaks through the operation of t$ecAJudary causes and 
es a p^^>^trate nation without the inten-ention of law." 

How jusi aie such words when a]»plied to an irresponsible monarch ! how a))surd wlien 
piifd ro a whole people, acting tlnoufrh their duly ajipointed apents, whose will, thus 
■riariil, is the snpienie law, to awe into submission ai d peace Mndf>lM-dience, not a prostiate 
ii'uni^ but a i>rostrate icbelliou! The same great author utters the fact which all history 
tests, w b«'n nesfivs: 

'*it has been usual f«»r all jrovemments. during actual relM'llion, to pmclaim martial law 
r thi* sU'p«n>ion i»f civil juri>dictiitn ; and this anomaly 1 must admit," he ad<l8, '*is very far 
um bt'injr less indisp»'i;sabh' at such unljnj)j»y seasons where the ordinary mode of trial is by 
rv.tlian wheie the ripht of d«*cision resides in the court." — Const . //isf., v<»l. i, ch. 5, p. 3'26. 
Thar thr power to jnoclaim n-artial law. and fully or jairtially sus]>end the civil juiisdictionf 
di.-nil an«] .Slate, in time of rebellion or civil war, and punishhy militaiy tribunals all offences 
)miiiitt«-d in aid of the public enemy, is confern-d upon ("impress and tlu' Kxecutive, neces- 
arily n'>ults from the unlimited prants of iiower for the common defence to which I have 
ilreaily briefly referred. I may be jiardoned Ibr sayinp that this j>ositiou is not assumed by 
lie fi-r the puiposes of this i>cc{i>ion, but that eaily in the tiist year of this preat strupple for 
)nr iiiitional lile I proclaimed it as a rejiresentative of the jieople, under the oblipation of my 
oaili, and, as 1 then believed, and still believe, upon the authority of the preat men who 
foru.rd and t'ashioned the wi^e and majestic fabiic of An.eiiian povernmeut. 

SjUH' «f the citations whirh 1 dr<?med it my duty at that tim«' to make, and some of which 
I Low itpio<iuce. have, I am pleased to say, found a wider circulation in books that have 
linif l.«rn published b% otheis. 

Wh'ii the (.'onstirution \va> on trioj for its deliverance before the p<*ojde of the several 
J?ta"is, its nititication was <ippt)sed on the pround that it conferred u|)on C'onpress and the 
ExeeuUTr- unlimited power Un' the common defence. To all such objectors — and they were 
nuin-Tous in i?very .Slat< — that preat man, Alexander Hamilton, wlH»se words will live as 
lonp a> iiur ianpnape livr<. .sjieakinp to the listeninp projde of all the States, anil urgiup 
tlnni n<»t to lejcct that matchless instniment which bcm- the name of Washinpton, sai<l : 

riie authoiities essential to the care of the ciunmon (h'fence are the^e: To laise armies; 
to bui.U ;iiid etpjip tlei-t^ ; to prescribe rules for the povc-rnnient of both ; to direct thrir opera- 
tions ; lopjuvldo tor their support. These jio\ver> ouplit to exist wrniurT LIMITATION ; 
Ihcumsc ii is impossible to ftiresi-c- or di-line the «*xtint and varietv of national exiirencies, and 
in«.» eorropondent extent and varietv ttt the means whicli mav be necessarv to saiisfv them. 
ilie eiicumstunres that eiidanpor th«> safety of nations aie infinite : and for this reason 
10 coii.stiiutional shaekh'!> can wisely bi- imposiMl on the powi-r to which the can* of it is com- 
nntted. * # » This jiower ought to be under th<' direction of the same councils 
whicij ;ii(. appointed to preside i»ver the coMim«»n di-fenee. * * * It mtist be 
*tbniiu..|, UN a nece.-saiv eonsronence, that theie can be no limitation of that anthoiiiv which 
'^"• jiiovide for the defence and i'rot«*ction «»f the commnnifv in anv manner essential to its 
imi ;,ry ; that i», in any manner esM.>ntial to the Ibrmation, direction, or KUi)port of the national 
lones.' 

. Jh- }|(j(!s the further remaik : "This is one of those truths which, to a correct and unpre- 
' *''^'<*<i uiin<l, curries its own eviflence alonp with it; and may he obscured, but cannot be 
uji'iv ji ainer by aipument or irasoninp. It re>ts upon axioms as sim])le as they aie uid 
'"'';'' — the mr.unm ouplit to be proportioned to the lud; the jiersons from whose apency the 
'''Mriifnt of anv cml is expected oujrht to possess the means hv which it is to be attained." — 
'"/"•"'"', N'.. a"3. 1 - I 

1 *'' Jl e ^anJe preat contest fur the ado])tion of the Constitution, Madison, sometimes en 
'J"^ 1 aiher of the (.\)nstitution, said : 

*•* rlie power of declarinp \\\\.r necessary? No man will answer this question in the 
putive. * * « Is the power ot laisinp aimies and ecpiippinp llc!(;ts rec«-ssary ? 
It is involved in th*- power of .*-ell-drf«'nce. # ♦' » With what 



nlled 




*^^ ^. \»ll.^l mHU'lJ 11.-K.-I1 tl\-\ ^-ZTiXl ^ U.-iltrpat lolls Ot p«»l»X-|. A CMtfMIIOf, Jk^l/. ■» I . 

^^ ith this construction, preclaimed both by the advocates and opponents of its ratification, 
^un>tltutiou of the I'nited States \Nas acceided and adoiited, and that constitiction has 

-oil I-. II 1 1 _..,_3 , .. , ^ * v .1 . . '- __ ^ i... i.1 : . K... 



■|^* followed and acted upon by tv«'iT d«*j)artnient of the povi-rniiient t(» this day. 
\^ ^vas as well understood then in theory as it has since been illustrated in j»ractice, tliat tl 
^^cial power, both federal and State, had uo voice and could exercise no authority iu tl 
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coii'luct and pmefrntinn of n wiir, fxorpt in piibonlinntinn to the political dcpRrtnif-nt of tin* 
pnvoiiiiin'iir. TIm' Coiistitdtion i't»i.t«iiis tin* siirjiitii'tint piuvision, **Theprivi:«'fri<it tluwiit 
of li.-ilx'Ms <-or]ius stinll not hv Misprudcd, iinlcss whou in CHseH of rc-bcliiun ur iiivasinD tlie 
pnltlic sar«-T\ innv rccpiin' it " 

Wliiit WHS this hut n dfc hunt ion tliat in tinio of rohdlion or invasion tlitj pnhlic «iafityii 
tlw* liijrhost law .' thiit so far as U'-j-i'-'sary thi- rivil nmits (of which tin* c'i>nnnand«'r-i!«ciiief, 
uinicr iIm' lii'oi'tinn (»f C'onp-iB.ss. sliuli he tin* suli* jiuip*) must i)o hih*nt, htuI tlu* lii'litj^of 
enrli ririzrn, us s«M-un-il ju tiiiir of ]M-an'. must yit-hl to tin* wants, intrre^ls. and nwi-s:*iiiw 
of tin* nniion .' V<r wo liavc hn-n jruivi-jv tohl liv th«* irfiitU-man, in ln> aiiruiin'Ut. tlitil llie 
niaxim .«<//«,■* poputl 9upriinti est In is hut tit tor a tyrnni's uso. Those plain! mi-ii. wham 
(io<l taujjht ti> liuiM tlio fahrio of rinpin'. tluMijilit otlinwisr wiu'ii tiicy put tl>ai uia\iin into 
W\v Coii^titiition «if thj'ir countrv. It is vitv char tlint tlic (.'on«*titutioii rcco;riii7i'!» iiit* jrieut 
n'incijilc uhicii ui <lri'i('s tli(* >tvuclur<' of sorii-ty and i»f all civil jovi^rnincnt. that no man 
ivcs toi himself jiloiic, hut each lor all: that, if m-cl hf. sonii' must die, that the State may 
live. lH'call^^• at h«\st tho individual i.s hut for to-day, \Nhilc thocouuiirmwealth is for a I time. 
1 ajru'C with the ^'i-nth man In tin- u:a\im whiidi la- hojrows fn»m Aiistotlo, •* I-ct tli«-]nibiic 
wrjil he uu«hr tlu- protortion of tlu' law;" hut I claim tliat in war, as iu jieac*-. hy the very 
terms of tlic- (.\uHritution of tlu* coiiiitry. the puMic sality is uiidiT tin- prot«M-ti«'U of the law; 
that the ( 'on>tituii«Mi it>«df has provided for tlie de«daratii»n of war for the coiiimou detonoe, 
to stipjivess reiielliou, to repel inva><iou, and, hy expr<'.ss terms, has deelaicd thnt \vhat»'Ver 
is nej'essary lo make the pro«i»<-iitiou <f tlie war successful may he done, and oujrlit to be 
done. an<i is th(-ndore con'«titufinija!ly lawful. 

Who will dare to >ay thai iu tin e of i-ivil war **no pi*rs«)n shall he depnv«Ml ef ii'V-. lilicrij, 
and pro| eity w itheut due process of l:iw .'" This i- a jirovisitUMif your C'tin>titutit»ii than 
"which there is none u:ore ju>t or >ncn*d in it: it is. h-wever, only the law of jieace. ni»t uf 
war. In jieace, that wi>e ]>!ovi>itiu of the Cou'-iritutiou must he, ami is. enforced hy the civil 
courts; ill war, it must he, and i-*. to a ;;riat extiiit, ini»pe;ative anil di>rrirarilni. Tbe 
thousands slain hy \(«ur armi«-«< in hartle were tiepiiveil of litt* "without due pv«>ee>s uf hiw. 
All .".pie** ane>tcil. <"«mvicted, and ••xecuied hy your military tiihunaN in tin'«' of wur are 
deprived of liheity ami life '* without ihn- pn rc>s of law;" all enemies cajifu cd anil lieldw 
prisoneis of war are deprive<l I'f lilierty "without dnc proee«<s of law;*' all owneis \vln>*e 
propel ty is forcihiy seized and /ipprojn iated in war, are •'epiived of tlu-ir ]iii»pe'ty ••wifli"Ut 
due jinu'C'^sof law.'' 'I'he ( 'oUNfituiiou recoijni/.es the ]iriuci]de of comimni law, that t'veiT 
man's liou^e is his ca^^tle : that his houie, the sh<'lfer of his wife and clnldreTj. is irt*« mt»t 
8a»Ted pi»>>e>.Niou ; and has tin ri fore >peeially provided *' tliaf no sohlier ^liall, in tunc "J pcaci^ 
he «jnaifeied in any liou>e without tin- cou>ent of its owner. n(>r in lime of war, huiina 
manner to he pH-scrihed hy law," [II! Amenil.:] therehy declarinjj that, iu liiiie of war, 
Ctuipiess may hy law authori/.e, as it ha^^ ih>ue. that without the c«uiseTit and aj:ain>t tne 
eoiir-eiit of the owuer, the soldier m.'iy he ipiartered iu any man's lamsc, and uji.iu any nans 
licJirth. What I h.-.vesaiil illM>rrate> tin- prop(»«iiii>n thii in time of war th»* ci\il tiihuiial!»oi 
justice aie wholly or partially siK-nf, a^ the jnihlic safety may require; that the liminnioiis 
and piovi.sions of the (.'tiiisiitution iu favor of liie, liherty. ami projterty are theiel'mr wholly 
orpartiallv •^iisiieudid. In ilii«< I am su>taiue«l hv an authority second to none with iiitelli' 
pent Ameiiian ciilzeus. Mr. .lohii (^nii.cy A«!ams. than wh«>m a purer ninn **v \\\>t'\ >t.iif 
man never ascemhd the chair of the (.'hit-f Ma;j:i.strai-y iu America, said in his ]daceinthe 
Ihui.wj* of IJepiesentatives, iu !>:*(), that: 

** In tlu- aulhoiitv triven to ('oni:n>s hv the (Nuisiitution of the I'nited StatJ's to dd'lare 
war, all the powei> iucideut to war aie hv ue<-esvary implicati(m conterrea up<-n the pivcrn 
nient of the I'nift'd States. Now the pow«-rs incidental to war are derived, not iVoai theif 
internal inin icipal siuirce. hut fioin the laws and usaj;i*s of uations. Then- ar»', then, iu the 
authority of (.'ou<rH">s and of the Kxece.tive two cla-'se.t of powers altojrether ditVerent iu tncu 
nature, and often inci»mpatihle with each other, the war jiower and flu* |>eace power, fh^ 
p(!ace power is limited hy lejriilatiou^ and resiiicted hy provisions prescrihed within the Con* 
Ptitutiou it'-ell'. 'I'lu* war iMiwi-ris limited oulv hv the laws an<l usajres of nalion.*. Thi* 
power U tniiiendous : it is strictly con>titutional, hut it hreaksdown every haniersoauxiuiislj 
erected for the }nofectiou of liherty, of ]>r«>p«*rty, ami of lif'e." ^ 

If this he s(», how can there he trial hv iuiv for militarv offences iu time of civil war? I» 
Ton eanimt and «lo not try tin* armed em mv lutore von slumt him, or the captured enemy 
efore y«iu im])rison him, why should you he held to open the civil courts and try tlie spy, 
the conspiiatcM', and the assassin, in the .si-ciet si-rviie of the j)uhlie enemy, hy jury, before 
you convict and juniish him / Why n»»t c'amor ajrainst hohlinff imprisoned the caj'lureJ 
anneii nhel.s, th'juived of thidr liherty without due process of law ? Are they not citizens? 
Why lUJt clamor apiinst slayinjr for their crime of treason, whi(di i.s eoprni/.ahhr iu the civil 
courts, hy your lithd ordnance; ami the leaden hail of your musketry in hattle theso public 
enemies, wiihout trial hy jury .' Are they not citizens ? Why is the clamor contintMl exclu- 
sively to the trial li,y military tribunals of justice of traitorous spies, traitorous conspirators, 
and as'ia'isins hired to di» .secretly what the armed rebel attempts to do o|)eii!y — murder yonr 
nationality hy a.ssassinatinjr its defenders and its executive olficers ? Nothii pr can he clearer 
than that the rehol captured prisoner, bein;^ a citizen of the repuhlic, is as much entitled to 
trial hy jury before be in counnitted to prison as the spy or the aider oud abettor of the treason 
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piracy and assassination, bcinfj a citizen, is entitled to sncli trial by jury before he 
cted to the just {)UTii»linieut of tbe law for bis in'^at crime. I tliink that in tiim^ of 

remark of Montesquieu, touching the civil judiciary, is true, tiiat **it Is next to 
" HHUiilton well said, ** The Executive holds tlie s^ord of the community ; the 
r has no direction of the strength of society ; it has neither force nor will ; it has 
It alone, and is dependent for the execution of that upon the arm of the Executive.** 
iple of these States so understood the Constitution, and adopted it and intended 

with<«ut liuntation or restraint, to empower their Conjrress and Lxecutive toauth<irizo 
ind execute by force whatever the public safety might require to suppress rebellion 
invasion. 

thstandiuf]^ all that has been said by the counsel for the accused to the contrary, the 
ition has received this construction fnun the <lay of its adoption to this hour. The 
« Court of the United iStates has solemnly decided that the Constitution hiw conferred 
! government authoiity to employ all the means necessary to the faithful execution of 
owcrs which that Constitution enjoins upon thepoverument of the [Tnited States, and 
try de]>aitment and everj' officer thereot". Speaking of that provision of the Consti- 
hich provides that "Conpress shall have power to make all laws that may be neces- 
(1 proper to carry into effect all powers pninted to the poverament of the United 
ir to any department or officer thereof," Cliiet Justii-.c Marsliall, in his great decision 
we of McCulloch r«. State of Maryland, says: 

jwwers given to the government imply the ordinary means of execution, and tbe 

lent, in all sound re«Tson and fair interpretation, must have the choice of the means 

deems the most ctmvenient and appropriate to the exj'cution of the power. • * • 

rt^rs of the government were given for the welfare of the nation ; they were intended 

le for ages to come, and to he adapted to the various crises in human affairs. To 

the specitic means by which govennnent should, in all future time, execute its 
lod to contiue the choice of means to such narrow limits as should not leave it in the 
•f Congress to adopt any which might be apiMopriate and conducive to the cud, 
e most unwi>e and j)ernicious." (4 Wheaton, 4*^0. ) 

s fitly spoken! whieh illustrated at the time of their utterance the wisdom of the 
ition in providing this general grant of power to meet every possible exigency which 
mes of war might cast uj>on the country, and the ^^isdom of which woids, in turn, 

1 illustrated to-day by the gigantic and triumi)liant straggle of the people during the 
years for the supremacy ol the Constitution, and in exact accordance with its pro- 

lu tht' light of these wonderful events the words of Pinckney, uttered when ^e 
iw Chief Justice had concbided this opinion, **The constitution of my c«)untry is 
1 1" seem to havi* become words of prophecy. Hjis not this great tribunal, through 
f of all its judges, bv this luminous and jirol'ound reasoning, declared that the gov- 
niay by law authorize the executive to employ, in the pro.secution of war, the ordi- 
ans, and all the means necessary and adapted to the end ! And in the other dc- 
K'lore releiTC'l to, in the 6i\i of Crunch, arising during the late war with Great 
Mr. Justice Story said: 

L'Q th« legisiaiivr authority, to whom the right to declare war is confided, has de- 
ar in its most unlimited manner, the executive authority, to whom the execution of 
h confided, is bound to carry it into effect. He has a discretion vested in him as to 
iiier and extent, hut he cannot lawtully transcend the rules of warfare established 
i-ivilized nations. He cannot lawtully exercise powers or authorize proceedings 
le civilized w(>rl<l repudiat<fs and diselaims. The sovereignty as to declaring war 
ting its effects rests with the legislature. The sovereignty as to its execution rests 
President." (Brown r«. Unitetl States, 8 Cranch, }b'X) 

lie Congress, to whom is committed the sovereignty of the whole people to declare 
legislation restricted the Piesident, <»r attempted to restrict him, in the prosecution 
ar for the Union, from exercising all the **pt>wers" and adopting all the "proceed- 
<\vi\\y approved and employed by the civilized world ? He would, in my judgment, 
J n:au w1h> fisserted that Congiess has st» legishited ; and theCimgress which should 
itter the executive arm when raised for the common defence would, in my opinion, 
to their oath. That Congress may prescrihe rules for the government of the army 
V and the militia when in actual service, by articles of war, is an express grant of 
the Constitution, which Congress has rightluUy exercise<l, and which the Executive 
Idoes obey. 'J'liat Congress nniy aid the Executive by legislation in the prosecution 
r, civil or foreign, is admitted. That Congress may restrain the Executive, and 
trj', and condemn him for wantonly abusing the great trust, is expressly declaied in 
titution. That Congress shall }iass all laws NECKSSARY to enable the Executive to 
the laws of the Union, suppress insurrection, and repel invasion, is one of the 
eqiiireuients of the Constitution, for the performance of which the Congress is bonnd 
th. 

was the legislation of Congress when treason fired its first gun on Sumter ? By the 
95 it is provided that whenever the laws of the United States shall be opposed, or the 
1 thereof obstructed, in any State, by combinations too powerful to be suppressed 
ordinary course of judicial proceeding, or by the powers vested in the maishais, it 



1024 REPORT OP THE SECRETARY OP WAR. 

fill all Lr Iftwful by tliis Rct for the Prcsi'lent to call forth tho militia of such 8tate. or of saj 
otlicr State or ^^tltti■rt, us may be iieccHsiirv to 8uii(ire>H such couibinatioos and tocau>«iM 
lawN to be executed. (1st Statutes at Larpe, 4'ZA,) Hy the act of 1>:H>7 it is pr«j\'i(le«i tint 
ill case of iiisunvction or obstructiun to the laws cither of the Ignited Stales or uf m 
individual State or Territory, where it is lawful for the Presiileiit of the lJnite«l Sta:e.s tocu 
forth the militia for the nur|to'''e of supinessiii^ such insunvctiou. or of CHUsinp the law^to 
be duly executed, it shall be lawful for hiiu to employ for such pur]H)Ke i4U(.'li]mrt of the land 
or naval forces vi the United Stales us Khali bi' jiid^cil ueeesaary. (*2d Statutes at Large, 
44:^. ) 

Can anyone d<»ubt that by these lu'ts tlie President is clothed with full ]>ower todetenuine 
whether aimed insuriection exists in anv Slate orTrrritoiy «if the I'niou; and if so, ti'iunke 
war \i\Htu it with all the force he may deem ni-cessaiy or bf abli* to command / Bvlbe 
siuiple exerci>e of this jrieal power it nt-ce.s'tiirily lesulls that he may, in the prosi-cutiuii of 
the war for the supprt^.^ion of such insuvM-ction, hU>pend, as far as may l>e necessary, the 
civil nduiinistration of justice by substitutiii<; in its stead maitial law, which is siiii[iU't]ie 
conim(»n hiw of war. I fin siuli a momeiit rlic President may make no arrests m iihout civil 
wariant, and may iiitlict no vioNnce or penalties un peiH>iis (as is claimed here lor the 5e- 
cused) without Hrst obtainin^r the vi-idici of juiies an<i tlie judgment of civil couns, tlu'D il 
this le<rislation a mockerv, and the Constimtion, which not. oniv authorized but eujuiiitHliu 
enactment, but a frlitteriii^ p-uerality and u s]i]endid bauble. Happily ih«> Supreme Ciiiiit 
has MMtled all coutroxer-^y on this quesiiou. In bpeaking of the Khode Ishind iusuricctiiffl 
the court say : 

*'Th».' C'on.stitution of the Tuitird States, as far as it has }irovi«led for an emergency of (his 
kind and authoii/tMl the ^eiieial ^rovemmvut to inteitVn' in thf domestic concerns ot a ^^Ute, 
Las treated the subject as ]iolitical in its nature, and plated the power in the hands of ihtf 
department." • * * *' IJy thi- act of 17l*r> the |M»wrr of decidiiijr whether the 

exijrency has arisen upon which the p^overument of the l.'niied Slates is bound to iuteitereis 
givfu to tin* President." 

The court add : 

**When the I'n-sident las acte«l aiul «':dlid out the militia, is a circuit court of theVnited 
8tal«*s authoiized to imjuire wln'tlier his de»'isi«in was rijrht .' If it could, then it would be- 
conn* theduty of the couit, provided it rnuw. to tin* com-lnsinu that the l'n*>ident limi derided 
inc«)ni»ctly, to discharjje those- who won' anestrd or delain«'d by tlu- troiips in the seivioeof 
the Knitrd Statfs." • * • " If liie judicial power extrnds so ilir. the puamntee 
contained in the Constitution of tlie I'nitiil Siat<.>s is a guarantee of anarchy and uol of 
order." * * » *i y^.j it" this ri-'-ht d<M\s not n'sidt* in tlu' cinirts whru the conflict 
is ra^inpTi if the judicial ]io\vit is at that time bound to toijow tln' decision of tlie puiiiical U 
must lu* etjually hound when the contrst is o\cr. It cannot, whon ]K'ai'e is restitre'l, ]innL*h 
as otleuces and ciimrs the acts which it ln-lou* recognized ami was hound to r«.'Ciij:uiieM 
lawful." (Lufhirrs. H«nd«'n. 7 lb»ward, 4'J AX) 

If this bf law, what ln-comes of ihc vuluntrer advice of tlie volunteer counsi-1, by himpTen 
without nH>ney and wiilmul piicis tothi.-< fourt, of tlu-ir rrsjionsiliility, iUvat ptr»ottulT\'^^ 
fiibility. for olrt'vin^r the onhr'* ol" tin- Pn-.-ident <»f the I'nited States iu trj-inj;: persoM 
uccusid of tlir murder <iflh«' Chief M:ii:i^iijitr and ctmnnandt'i-in-chiotof th<.' army aiidiwyT 
of the l'nit«'d States in time cd" rebi'liinn, anil in pur>nnncc* «)f a conspiracy entered into with 
tin* public enrmy / 1 may In* pardnneil lor a^kiu}; tlu^ altt-ntion of the ci 'urt to a inrthrT 
citation from thi-i imjiortant de<'isii»n, in whii'li thv court .^ny tin.' emjdoyment of iiiiii'a'T 
power lo JMH down an ainn-d in"»«inection '* is rsst-ntial to the existence of rvt-ry jroviTumeBt, 
and is as nece^sarv to tlie S,'at«'s of this l.'nion as to anv «»th(fi ;xovernment; and if the pw^' 
ernment of the Statt* <h*ein thi' armod t»j»posi!ion so foimidabh- as to re<[uirf the us4r ot iinU- 
tarv forc«' and tin? declaration of MAHTIai. i.aU, wr m-o no ithuihI upon whiidi this c«iurt can 
question its aurhority." {Ihitl.) This decision in terms declared that under the act ut bW 
tile Piesiilent had powi-r to di-cidi^ and did th'cide tlu' ipieslion so as to exchuie Iiirihtf 
inijuiry whether the Statt* froMrninrnt which thus emploM-d force and proclaimed maitiw 
law was the pfovernment of tin* State, ami tliejcfor*.' was pi-inntn'd lo act. If a Slate ui.iT'^ 
this to pnt down armrd insurrection, may not tin* federal jroveinment as wi-ll ? The n»a*oD 
«if the nntn who douhts it may justly he (ju«'sti«mfil. 1 but rpioti* the lanpiap; ol that 
tribunal in another ca-e belVirc died, when 1 .^ay the Constitution conlcrs upon the PrerJd^Dl 
the whole executive p»»wer. 

We have seen that the proclamation of bU>ckade made by the President was affirmed by 
the Sujneme (.Uairt Jts a lawful an«l valid act, althoujrh its direct effect wjis to dispose ut thi 
juopiMty of whoever viuiatod it, whether ciil/en ar siran^<T. It is difllcult to perceive whii 
course of u-Jisiniinfr can be a«loj)ted, in tlu- li;rht of that decisiim, which will justify any niaB 
iu sayiiifT 'hat the i*resident had not th«' like ju)\ver to proclaim nnjriial law in time ut" instt^ 
rection ajzamst the l-nited StJdes, nnd to es'ablish, ai-corilinj^ to the customs of war amOBj 
civilized nati(Uis, military tiibunals of justice for its ent'orcement, and for the pimishmeutoi 
ull crinjch conunitttd in the interests ot the ])ublic •'iu*my. 

The.-'e acts rf the i'resident have, lK^^^e^er, all been lejralized by the sid).«equent lejri^latJ* 
of Congress, ulthou«;h the Supreme Court decided, iu relation to the procluuiution o( bioi'kadv 



REPORT OP THE SECRETARY OP WAR. 1025 

bt no inch lefpsUtion was necessary. By the act of Angnst 6, 1861, ch. 63, sec. 3, it is 
macted that-^ 

"All the acts, proclamations, and orders of the President of the United States, after the 4th 
»f Htrcb, JeMil, rcspectin^c the army and navy of the United States, and calling out, or re- 
iting to, the militia or volauteers from the States, are hereby approved in all resi>ects, total- 
led, and made valid to the same extent and with the same offcnrt as if they had heen issned 
od done under the previous express authority and direction of the Congress of the United 
Hates." (12 Stat, at Large, :i26.) 

This art legalizei), if any such leo^alization was necessary, all that the President had done 
jomtheday of his inaun:iirati<m to that hour, in the prosecution of the war for the Union. 
He had 8uspende<l the privile^ of the writ of habeas coq)us, and resisted its execution when 
iimed hy tbe Chief Justice ot the United State? ; he had culUfd out and accepted the services 
rf a larpe body of volunteers for a wriud not previously authorized by law ; he had declared 
I blockade of the southern port4s ; he had declared the southern States in insurrection; he 
ltadordere<l the armies to invade them and suppress it; thus exercising, in accordance with 
tbe laws of wur, power over the lifo, the liberty, and the property of the citizens. Congress 
ratified it and aftirmetl it. 

Id like manner, and by subsequent legislation, did the Congress ratify and affirm the 
proclauiation of martial law of September 2^, 1H()2. That proclamation, as the court will 
»Te observed, declared that during the existing insurrection all rebels and insurgents, their 
lidergand abettors within the l.'nited Stales, and all jHjrsons guilty of any disloyal practice 
tffordinfif aid and comfort to the rebels agiiiust the authonty of the United States, shall be 
labject to martial law, and liable to trial and punishment by courts-martial or military com- 
muum; and, second, that the writ t)f haln'as corpus is suspended in respect to all persons ar- 
rested, or who are now, or hereafter during the rebellion shall \h\ imprisoned in any fort, &c., 
byaoy military authority, or by the s^jntence of any court-martial or military commission. 

Ooe would suppose that it ni><*ded no argument to satisfy an intelligent and patriotic citi- 
ttnoftlie United States that, by the ruling of the Supreme Court cited, so much of this 
procIamAtiou as declares that all rebels ai\d insurgents, their aiders and al)ettors, shall be 
nbjectto martial law and be liable to trial and punishment by court-martial or military com- 
Biisioii, needed no ratification by Congress. Every step that the President took against 
febeUand insurgents was taken in pursuance of the rules of war, and was an exorcise of 
BJWtial law. Who says thut he should not deprive them, by the authority of this law, of life 
ttd lilx-rtv ? Are the aiders and ul)ettors of these insurcrents entitled to an v higher con- 
Wwation than the armed insurgents themselves 1 It is against these that the I'resideut pro- 
cluoKd martial law, and against all others who were guilty of any disloyal practice affording 
W and Comfort to rebvls acrainst the authority of the United States. Against these he 
wupemlcd the privilege of the writ of habeas corpus, and these, and only such as these, 
*^ by that proclamation subjected to trial and punishment by court-martial or military 
Eonnisiiiua. 

That tbe proclamation covers the offence charg(Hl here, no man will or dare for a moment 
*B.'- Was it not a disloyal practice f Was it not aiding and abetting the insurgents and 
*bel« to enter into a conspiracy with them to kill and murder, within your capital and your 
JJtrencbed camp, the Commander-in-Chief of our army, your Lieutenant General, and the 
♦We^Prrtideuf, and the Si'cretary of State, with intent thereby to aid the rebellion and sub- 
'«ttheConstiluti«m and laws of the United States? But it is said that the President could 
*®t establish a court for their trial, and therefore Congress must ratify and affirm this procla- 
^'Jtion. I liHVt* said before that such an argument comes with ill grace from the lips of him 
*bydeclar«*d as solemnly that neither by the Congress nor by the l*resident could either the 
*bel hiuiM'lf or his aider or abettor be lawtnily or constituiionally subjected to trial by any 
■ulittry tribunal, whether court-martial or military commission. But the Congress did ratify, 
^ Ibe excrciM* of tlie power vested in them, every part of this proehnnation. 1 have said, 
tpon the authority ol the fathers of the Constitution, and of its judicial interpreters, that 
'^''^JfreH.H has i»ower by legislation to aid the Executive in the suppression of rebellion, in 
■^^cBtiiig the laws of the Union when resisted by armed insurrection, and in reiMjlling 

By the act of March 3, 18G3, the Ctmgress of the United States, l)y the first section thereof, 
*^l«r«l that during the present rebellion the President of the United States, whenever in his 
*%njent the public safety may require it, is authorized to suspend the writ of habeas corpus 
H any case thioughout the United States or any part thereof. By the fourth section of the 
Hue net it ig declared that any order of the President, or under his authority, made at any 
** dunng the existence of the present rebellion, shall Iw a defence in all courts to any 
**Wo or prosecution, civi or criminal, pending or to be commenced, ft>rnny s<*arch, stMzure, ar- 
*» or imprisonment, made, done, or connnitted, or acts omitted to bo done, under and by 
^ittof such order. By the fifth section it is provide<I, that if any suit or prosecution, civil or 
^■iottl, has licen or shall be comiuenced in any State court against any officer, civil or 
•"•Ian', or against any other ]>erson, for any arrest or imprisonment made, or other tres- 
JiMa or wrongs done or committed, or any act omitted to be done at any time during the present 
i^ou, by virtue of or under color of any authority derived from or exercised by or under 

65 w 
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his pvinp M*rurity. to ]iriK-i'(.'d no further in ilio raiisi; or j>rof*i.»rutiou. 'i'hiis ilecluring tu 
all onlors of the I^rosidrnt, nimlo at Hiiy time fliirhi^' thi^ «'xisii>iu'e of t!io j»reM.*iit rebt^lin 
1111(1 all arts dtiiif in imrsuance thfvi'of, shall !»«• lu-hi valid in the courts of just ii-*-. Wubm 
furthiT inquiry, thcsi* [)rovi>ion.s of thi>< Ktatutt'cnihracc OrdiT ]4I. whii'h is th<.* proi'laiiutic 
of martial law, -and n«'n'.«isarily h'^jalizf eviry act <hinr under it, I'lthi-r liet'ore tlus jiasMigf < 
the act of iHili or since. Inasmuch as that pvm^lanmtion uv<lcn-d that all reb* li«AiisnrgCDt 
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order, including;, of cdur.^e, the tiial and punishment hy military commission of ul 
otfenders, as ilin-ctly h-pali/ed this »»rdcr of the l*resid»-nt as it is |io>sih!e fur (-'oujr 
lepUi/e or uuthori/.e any exei-utivi' net whatever. ( \'2 Sf^x. at l.aijre. 7iV>-'li. ) 

itut, after assumiufr and declnriu'r with ^rreat carn«'stne>s in his ar^'umcnt that no pww 
could lie tried and convicted lor .such crimes hv anv militarv tribunal, m heti.er u com I niarli 
or a militani' conniiission. save those in the land and naval service in time nf war. the grutl 
man makes the extraerdinaiy statement that the creHtinn of a mlliiary commission must 
auth(»rized hy the legislative deiiurtment, and deman<ls, if thiMt he any such lepslatio 
"let the statuto he jiioduce<|." The Htatule has heeii produced. The nuwer so to try, sa. 
the jjentleman, must he antlu»vi/ed hy C.'onjrress. \\hi'n the demand is mad** lor >uch auiliorif 
lUw's not the •Tfntlenmn iherehy jj^ive uj> his ar«rument. ami atlmit. thai if ihe ConJIVe^s hto 
authoii/eil the trial <d all aideis and ahetturs ot nhels or in.surp'Uts ior whatever th'-y do 
aid of such rebels ami insurjreiits during the insurrection. th«- ^lHtute and proceedings nud 
it are lawful and valid ? I have already slmwn that th<* C'i.in<rre>s lia\«' so lepislatoi bye 
l>ressly lefralizinj; Order Mo. 141, whitdi directeti the tiial (»f all rebels, iheir auh-r.-« und iib< 
tors, bv millarv ci>mnii>sion. l>id nut Conjrre.ss exiive>slv letralize this order by declarii 
that the or«ler shall be a ilelence in all courts to any ai-iiuii or pnisecuii^m, civd or cnauiM 
for acts done in pm'suaiice of it.' No am<iunt uf :ir<ruuient mmiKI ihake this ]>c»inl clear 
than tbi; lan^mi^re of the statute itself. But, says tite ^>nticmau, if ihese he a .statute uutk 
iziu«; trials by militJirv cummission, "let it Im.' produceil." 

[\\ tin* act\d March 'A, \HVA, it is provided, in section 'MK that in timeuf war. insurrociicr 
or rebellion, murder and assault with intent to kill, Ac. when cuunniiied by net sous in ll 
military service, shall be punishable by the .•^i-ntrnce of a cuurt-martial or military fommt 
»ion. and the puni.slnnent of such otlences shall never be le.ss than th«i>e intlicted bv ihela^ 
of the State or district in whi(di they may have been committed. Hy the IJ^lh .sccliou ot tl 
fianie act, it ih pro\ided that all pi-rson.> wh(>, in rime of war or rebi'liion ao;ainst the I rut' 
States, shall be fouinl lurkiu}; or actinir as spies in or about the camps, Ac, of lh»' l.uiti 
IStates. or ••Isewheri', shall be triable by a milittiry unnmis^non, and shall, upon conviclioi 
s'.itfer death. Here is a statute which exjiressly declares that ad persons, whether citizrttf i 
stranjjfiMs, who in tiun* of rebellion shall bi^ t'ound actimr as spies, shall sutler death uih)1ic<*> 
viction by a militarv connnission. Whv did not the •'» iitli-man «riv«> us .some arjjuim-ut cjw 
this law / We have seen that it was the exi^tini:- law of the I'nited Stales under the Coniw 
eration. Then, and since, men not in the land or naval t'orces of the I'nitetl .^^taies havesjo 
foreil death for this ottence upon conviction by courts-martial. If it was conifii-tcnt for Cut 
press to authorize their trial by conrt.s-maitial, it was e«[uaHy com]»etent li»r Coii^re«' 
authorize their trial bv ndlitarv commission, and a«'coriliiiirlv llu'V have done so. Hytl' 
sanu* authtaitv the C'onjrress mav <-xtend the iuiisilic'ion tif ndlitarv commissions over > 
ndlitary otfeucrs or crimes committi'tl in tina- »>f rebellion or war in aid of the public eueiuv 
and it certainly stands with ri^lit reason, that if it weie just to subject to death, by thew» 
fence of a military' commission, all j»er>ons who shouhl be p:uilty merely of lurkinp JisflpH? 
in the inteiest ol the pub.ic enemy in time of n.-bellion, timujrh they obtained no iatorini 
tit)n, thoujrh they inllicted no peisimal injury, but were simply overtaken and detected inth 
endeavor to obtain inli'Ui»rence for theenemv, tho.se who enter into conspiracv with theeaeai 
not oidy to lurk as spies in your camj>, but to lurk thiivas murdeiers and as.sassin.s. aii'i wni 
in jairsuanci* of that consiiirucy, commit assa.'^ximr.ion and murder upon the Cominauder*il 
Chief of your army within your camp and in aid oi' rebehion, should be subject in likeiuiinw 
to trial bv militaiy conunissicui. (Stat, at l.ar«re. 1*2. 7IUi-*7, ch. -r*.) 

Accordiufrly. the Piesideut havinjj so ileclaied. the (.'on^jreSs, as we havo stated, have*! 
iirmed tijat his order was valid, an<l that all person?, acting by authority, and con.s<'4UeUtiyt 
u court proni>uncin;r such sentence ujion the ottender as the u^ajje of war rerpiires, ari'.itti* 
tiiid by the law i>f the hmd. With all ies]»ect, pi-rmit me to say that the learned p-ntlcfltf 
has manifested more acumen and abilitv in his ehdiorate arirument bv what he has omiUt 
to sav than bv anvihinjr which he has said. \\y the act of .lidv 2, l>r»4. cap. iilo, it wpr 
vided that the comnuLndinp •general in tin- H(dd, or the cmnmander of the department, asti 
CAse may be, shall have power to carry into execution all senten«es apiinst |;uprilla inarao 
ers for robbery, arson, burjrlary, &c., ami ft»r violati«)n of tUi- laws and customs of waf| 
well as sentences apaiust spies, nuitineers, deserters, and nuirderc?rs. 

From the legislation I have cited, it is apparent that military comniissious Are expresf 
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Rcognized by the law-niakinpr {vower ; tlmt tlicjnre authorized to try capital ofiencos ap^ainst 
dtizcus not in the service of the ITnited 8tutes, and to proiiQuuce the t»<.'nti'uce of de^ith upon 
them: and that the connnanderof a department, or the coniuiaudinf;|^n<'ral in the tiehl, may 
CtfiT such sentence into execution. But, says the gentleman, grant all this to be so; Con- 
gibiu$ ban not declared in what nuinnor the court shall be constituted. The answer to that 
objectiuii lias already l^een anticipated in the citation t'roui Bvuet, wherein it appeartMl to be 
the rule of the law martial that in thi' punishment of all military offences not provided for by 
the writtoiMlAw of the land, military commissions are constituted for that purpose by the au- 
thority ot the commanding officer or tlu* Commander-in-Chief, as the case may be, who selects 
the officers of a court-martial; that th<*y are similarly constituted, and their proceedings con- 
diu'tinl according to the same general rules. That is a jnirt of the very law martial which the 
Presiili'iit proclaimed, and whieh the Congress has legalized. The Proclauuition has declared 
that all such otfenders shall be tried by military commissions. The Congress has legalized 
the same by the act which I have cited; and by (?very intendment it must be taken that, as 
manial law is bv the Proclamation declared to b«' the rule bv which they shall be tried, the 
Conerrss, in affirming the act of the Piesiilent, simply declared that they should be tried ac- 
conlinjj to the customs of martial law ; that the ctmimission should be constituted by the 
Coniniauder-in-Chief according to the rule of jirocedure known as martial law ; and that the 
j»euuIrii-5 inflicted should be in accordance with the laws of war and the usages of nations. 
L#jn>lati(»n no more detinite than this has been uj)on your statute-book since the beginning 
of the century, and has been held by the Supreme Court of the United States valid for the 
pnni>bnuut of oHenders. 

By iho :{*Jd arti<*le of the act of 2'M April, 1800, it is provided that "all crimes committed 
byptrwiiis l>elonging to the navy, which are not specified in the foregoing articles, shall be 
punished according to the laws and customs in such cases at sea." Of this article the Su- 
preme C<»nrt of the United States say that when «»tfences and crimes are not given in terms 
w by dctiniticm, the want of it may be suj>plied by a comprehensive enactment such as the 
32d artirlo of the rules for ilie government of the navy ; which means that courts-martial have 
piriiHlitiiuu of such crimes as aie not s}»eciHed, but which have been recognized to be crimes 
•od offences by the usages in the navies of all nations, and that they shall be punished ac- 
cwdin;; to the laws and customs of the sea. (Dyntrs vs. Hoover, '^(J Howard., b2) 

But it is a fact that must not be omitted in the reply which I make to the gentleman's ar- 
punent, that an eflort was made by himself and others in the Senate of the United States, on 
|he lid (if March last, to condemn the arrests, imln•i^^^nments, Ac, made by order of the l*res- 
iwntoftlif United States in pursuance of his proclamation, and to reveise, by the judgment 
"that b«Hlv, the law which had bet-n before jiassed affirming his action, which effort most 
«P"»lly failed. 

Thus We see that the body which by the Constitution, if the I*resident had been guilty of 
the misdemeanors alleged against him in this argument of the gentleman, would, upon pre- 
ftntatioQ of »uch charge in legal form against the IVesident, constitute the high court ol im- 
P<*cbm<.'iit for his trial and condemnation, has decided the (juestion in advance, and declared 
'pon the occasion referred to, asth»?y had before declared by solemn enactnu^nt, that this order 
ot the President declaring martial law and the j)unislinient of all rebels and insurgents, their 
•wersaud abettors, by military commission, should be enforced during the insurrection, as 
we law of the land, and that the offen<lers should be tried, as directed, by military comniis- 
^- It may be said that this subsequent legishttitm of Congress, ratifying and affirming 
*hatbjid been done by the I'resident, can have no validity. Of course it cannot if neither 
jhe Courrress nor the Kxecutive can authorize the proclaniati<m and enforcement of martial 
«wi^llJ^. ji„pprpj{^i^,n yj- rebellion for the puni>hiiient of all i)ersous committing military 
■<>neinv.s in aid of that rebellion. Assuming, however, as the gentleman seemed to assume by 
Jfkiu{»f«,r the legislation of Congress, that there is such power in Congress, the Supreme 
^^^JJJtot the United States has solemnly affirmed that such ratirication is vali»l. {2 Black, (>7J. ) 
.. P*^ prenfleman's argument is full of citations of English prcredeut. There is a late Eng 
h»h prnyJi^iit bearing upon this point — the power of the legislature, by subseouent enact 
*^t, tu legalize executive orders, arrests, and inij)risonment of citizens — that 1 beg leave to 
Wmmend to his consideration. 1 refer to the statute of 11 and J2 Victoria, ch. :J.'», entitled 

*ua(!t to empower the lord lieutenant, or oth«*r chief governor or governors of Ireland, to 
'PPn.'hond and detain until the tirst day of March, 1H-Ii», such persons as he or they shall 
'*'P*'f4o{ conspiring against her Majesty's ])erstm and government," passed July 25, 184r*, 
*_hidi srutute in terms declares that all and every person and persons who is, are, or shall be, 
*"hiiitliat {lerioil, within that part of the United Kingdom of England and li-eland called 
Jftland at or on the day the act shall receive her Majesty's royal a>sent, or after, by warrant 
T%h treason or trea^^onable practices, or sugpician of high treason or treasonable practices, 
H^ by the lord lieutenant, or other chief governor i»r governoi's of Ireland forthe time being, 
*aii or their chief secretary, for such causes as afi»n'said, may be detained in safe custody 
•ithuut bail or main prize, until the tirst day of March, 1(^49; and that no judge or justice 
•■■11 bail or try any such person or persons so committed, without onler from her Majesty's 
PHvy coTmcil, until' the said tirst day of March, 1^49, any law or statute to the contrary not- 
withstanding. The 2d section of this act provid<;s that, in cases where any persons have 
ten, b^ore the passing of the act, arrested, committed, or detained for such cause by war 
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rant or warrants sipiiod by the offic<T« aforosinii], or oitlior of tliom, it nmy l>e lawful for Ae 
person or porsonH to whom such, wurrtints huvt' lK'<'n or shall he directed to deiain ^uchper* 
son or ])«>r^on8 in his oi|th«Mr ciistiMlv in anv \Anvv whatev(>r in Ireland : and that 8Uch pt-noi 
or persons to whom siieh warrants have Iuhmi or shall he diri-etod shall he dernied aod takfn, 
to hU intents and purpn.sns, lawfully autliorixt^d to take into safe custody and be the lavfol 
jailers and keepers of such ptTsons su ariested, comniitted, or detaim-d. 

Jlen^ tlui powiT «>f arrest is piv<'n l>y the act of Parliainent to the p»venioror hii secrrtaiy; 
the i)ri»cess nf the eivil courts was wholly susjHiided : hail was denied and the patties inq^rii' 
oned, and this not by process of the courts, but hy warrant of a chief pfovrrnor or his seiTfr 
tary ; not lor crimes clmrj^cd to have bem connnitici], but for lu-inp sttsprrted of trcasouabli 
practice^. Majjna charta, it si-eiiis, o]>pos«'s no re-ilraint, mitwithstiinding' the panid*' that ii 
made about it in this arrrunieut, upon tlic powrr of the Parliament of England to legalize ir 
rests and im]irisonments madi* bi'tbrt' the passap* of the act upon an executive oldeMa 
without coloiablc authority of statute law, ami to authorize Iiki*aiTe«ts and imprisoimieDtiiO 
so numy of six million of pcopli' as such executive ofticeis mijrlit fu^ptct of treasonable pravticei 

But, says tin- jreutleman, whatever may bi' the preciileuts, Knprlisli or American, whsi 
ever may be the provisions of the C'oustitmion, whatever mny be the lep^larion of Coii|itp« 
what<>ver may be the proclam>ttions and onlers i»f the Piesideiit as communder-iu-chiet, iti 
a usurpation and a tyranny in time of rebellion and civil war to subject any citizen totrii 
for any criuu' lM*tV>re military tribunals, save such citizctiis as are in the land «»r naval lerctf 
and against this usurpation, which he asks this court to rebuke by solemn de«-ision, h 
a]ipeal>l to public o]»inion. I trust that 1 .set as hii;h value U|)on enli;;htened i)ublic opinio: 
as any num. I recojrui/i; it iis tlu' reserveil j>owi'r vf tlie people which creates and dii*<olw 
armies, whicli creates and disstilvcs lejjislative asseud)lies, which enacts and repeals fundi 
mental laws, the better to provide for ju'isoual securijy by the diw administration of justiw 
To that public o]»iuiou ujmui tin-* very ipiestiini of the usurpation of authority, of unlnwft 
am^sts, and unlawt'iil imprisonments, and unlawful tiials, coiulemnations. and exiH-utiousb 
the late President of the I'nited States, an a]»]ieal has alM-ady been taken. On tlii» vi-r 
issue the President wjis tried before tla? tribunal of the ]»eople, that preat nation of freemc 
who cover this continent, lookinjr out upon Europe from tlieir eastern and up«m Asia tiroi 
their western liotoes. That people came to the consideiation of this issue not uniulndfuN 
the fact that thi? first strujrple tor the establishment of t»ur nationality could not liavc beei 
and was not, successt'ully pnisecuted without the proclamation and enforceuient of marti 
law, declaring, as we have st>en, that any inhabit.'int who, durin<; that war, should kill ai 
loyal citizen, «»r enter into any c<imbinaiion for that juirpose, should, ujxon trial and cunn 
tion before a military tribunal, be sentenced as an nssassin, traitor, or spy, and should suff 
death, and that in this la^^t stru^jrle for the maintenance of American nationality tho Pre; 
dent but followed the examjde of the illustrious Father of his Country. I'pon that issue t 
people ]>assed judjrment on the ei**lith day of last November, and declared that the charge 
usurpation was false. 

From this decision of the peo]de there lies no appeal on this earth. Who can riphtfal 
challenjre the authority of the Anu*rican people to decidi' such questions for theuiselve 
The voice of the people thus sohinnly proclaimed, by the mnnipotence of the ballot, in fay 
of till' riphteous order of their murdered Pnsident, issueil by him for the common defeiK 
for the preservation of the Constitution and for the enforcement of tluj law.s of the I'nU 
ought to bo accepted, ami will be accepted, I trust, by all just men, as the voice of (iod. 

May it please the court: I have said thus much touching the right of the peoj' 
un<ler their Constitution, in time of civil war ami rel.>ellii»n, to jiroelaiju thnmgh their K 
culivi», with the sanction and !ip])rov:il of tlnir Congress, martial law, and enforce " 
same according to the usage of nations. 

I submit that ir luis been shown that, by the letter and s])irit of the Constitution as well 
by its contemporaneous constructi«ai, follmvid and appro\ed bv every depHrtmeut of 
govenmient, this right is in the people; that it is inseparable from the conditi»in of «' 
whether civil or foreign, and absolutely essential to its vigorous and successful prostvuti* 
that, according to the higln-st authority ujjou constituti^tual law, the proclanuition auJ < 
forcemeiit of martial law are ''usual under all governments in time of rebellion;'' that t 
own highest judicial tribunal has declared this, and solemnly ruleil that the question of ' 
necessity for its exercise rests exclusively with Congr^'^s and the President: and that t 
decision of the political departments of the governuutnt. that there is an armcHl rehellion*' 
a necessity for the employment of military force and maitiul law in it^j suppn>ssiou, coucM 
the jmliciary. 

In submitting what I have sai«l in support of the jurisdiction of this honorable court ii 
of its constitutional power to hear and determine this issue, I have uttered my own convi 
tions ; and for their utterance in defence of my country, ami its right to employ all the meti 
necessary for the common defence against armed rebellion anti secret treasonable conspirai 
in aid of such rebellion, 1 shall neither ask pardon nor offer ai)ology. I Hnd no words wi 
which more fitly to conclude all I have to say uj)on the quesii<»n of the jurisdiction and w 
Btitutional authority of this court than those employed by the illustrious Lord Brougham 
the House of Peers iu support of the bill before referred to, which empowered the lonl Hi 



%s 



REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF "WAR, 1029 

tenant of Ireland^ aud his dc^piitios, to apprehend and dotaiu for the period of sovou months 
orniuff, all Niich fiorAons within that islnnd us thoy should »uspcrt of conspiracy apiinst her 
Maiesiy's irt*rs4>u and piveruiiu'nt. Said that illusti ions man, *' A friend of lihrrty I have 
livi"l. ami sHch will I dif ; wor caro I how soon tlu* hitt«-r t'V«Mit may happon if 1 cannot be 
afrifinlof lilMTty without hoiu*^ a friond of traitors at th<* same tim<» — a proivcror of criminals 
yf till- tliK-pcst dye — an accomplice <»f foul nbcllion and of its concomitant, civil war, with 
&11 it.>< iitrucitii*.s and all its ft'urful consctpicuccs.*' (Hansard's I)i'bat<.>S| Ikl scries, vol. 1U(), 
p. m'. ) 

MaA' it PI.KASe the roiRT: It only remains for me \o sum up the evidence and present 
njy viiws of the law arisin^jf upon the facts in tlie case on trial. The questions of fact iu- 
v««!vi-il ui the issue are — 

First, Did the accused, or any two of them, confnh'rate and conspire tof^ether as charged? 
ai'.'l. 

Send. Dili the accused, or any oi them, in ])ursuance of such conspiracy, and with the 
iur»m idjejred. conmiit tifher or all of the several acts sju-citied I 

It Ihi- Conspiracy U; estahlished as laid, it results that whatever was said or done by (hither 
•if tiM* partii's thereto in the furtheranc*' nr execution k^'( the common ilesiprn, is the declara- 
tii'Utiract of all tla- other j»arties to the con>pira«'v : and this, VNliether the <ilher parties, at 
tlu'tini»» such words were utten.>il or such aits d»»iie hy their coufederates, were present or 
aWnr— liiTC, within the intreuched lines of your ca])ital, (»r erouchiuir behind the intrenched 
liiM'< of Hii-hmond. or awaitin«r the results of their munhious plot jiL'ainst their couutry, its 
CimMituiiouund laws, across the border, under the shelter of tlie Itritish tlaj;:. 

TIh- ilirlftfted an<i acrepted rule of hiw in east's of conspiracy is that — 

"hi p^l•^e4.MItioni for conspiracy it is an established rui«' that wlien^ several persons are 
priiv-il tn have c«anbined tojjeTher for the same ilh'pil pur])ose, any act done by one of the 
jw ill pursuam-e of the oiirrimil concerted plan, an<l in refeience to the comuion object, is, 
in the I'oiitemphition of law as well as in sound r^as«»u, the act <»f the whoU? party; and, 
jhi'Miire, the ]iroof of the act will In* evid<-nce ajrainst any of the others, who were en{;riijrf!d 
iuil.i'Maiii- p-eneral conspiracy, without ivjrard to the (jiiestii»n wh»'tlu*r the pri*jner is proved 
tohuvf ln^ 11 i-onc«>nieil in the particular iransartioii." (I'liiliips on Evidence, p. liilM.) 

Till- !miiii> nile obtains in casi-s of tn'ason : "If several jiersons u^ree to levy war, some 
»i<nii' pl.-u-M iiiid stnne in another, and one party do actually ajipear in arms, this is a K-vyinjj 
».•! War liy all, us well those who werv not in arms a^* those who were, if it were done in piir- 
S'liUni- ni" the oritrinal ctiui-ert, for tlhJse who matle thi' attempt were emb(»ldem'.d bv the ct»n- 
n'JHi(»'iijNniif;d by the general eourcrt. and theref«ue llie."«e particular aer.s are in justice lui- 
l'Uta!.!i-;„all the Vest." (1 Kast., IMeas of the Crown, p. 9T ; K«iscoe, h.J.) 

li\ K/ parte IhtUman ami Himrnnnif, \ Ciani-h, l',^(>, Marshall, Chief .lustice, rules: *'If 
^iir In- nvriiallv levie<l — that i<. if a bod v of im-n be actuallv assembled for the inirnose of 
••■"■■'■Uii|r. by force, a treasonable purpose' — all tho"<e whojM-rfonnany jjart — htnrrcir minute, or 
m'trtnr rtmott from thi snnf of tir/ion, and who are actuallv leajrued in the jjeueral con- 
«n:ii!v. an- to be considered as traitors." 

hi I nifftl ^V//^r.v \s. fWr ct ai., .'» McLean, (Uil, Mr. Justiee McLean says: '*A consj>iracy 
isr.;r\'l|, if I'ver, provt-d by positive t«'.-<iimony. ^Vhen a crinu" of lii;;h ma<rnitu<li' is about 
t'.il.i. |tf-r|H-t rated by a combijuition «»f individuals, liny do not act opi-nly but covertly and 
•^i.-tty. 'Jh«- ]un|>iise lormed i'* known only to ihoso wIh.i (.nter into it. I'nless toie of the 
"nL';i:ii o<insjtiiafor< lu-tis'y his eoiii]»anions ainl jrive evi«lrnce ;i«raiiist them, their jruilt can 
'"•■IMiiNi-.l iiiily by circumstantial evidence. * * It is s^iid by some writers on evidence 
Jls;:! Hiujj ciii-urnstances jne stroiifier than jiosiiive pn»ot*. A witness :«wearinj; positively, it 
■'*:»"'. tnny !nisap]»r<'henfl the factsor swear falsel\, but that ciicum.-.tanc( s cannot lie. 

"ll.< cou;jni.»n desij:n is tin' es<i nee <tf the cb.'ir^re; and this may Im* made to appear wh«*u 
'w' d»'ltni|;ints Hti-adily pursue the same object, \>hetlnr aetin^ se]»a lately or tti'rether, by 
<^»iiinii.ii or .litVireni means, ail leadiiijr to the same unlawful result. And \\\u'rr primti ftirie 
*"Vi'l«iui; his been iriveiiof a conil.»ination, the acts or confe>sions of one are <'vid»;nce ai:'ainst 
all. ' • jf jjj reasoiialde that where a body of men a>.>nnie the attribute of individualitv, 
^•i;«'lii-r for commercial busings or for the i-ommis-iion of ji crime, the association should bo 
tHuiii'l Ijviju: aets of one of its members in earrvimr out the de.sijrn.'* 

i^iirnleof the law, not to be overlooked in \UU connexion, that the c<nisj»iracy or ajijreo- 
nunri.t the })arii^-s, or some i.if them, to act in com-ert to accoinjilish the uidawful act chaij^'ed, 
niay !■<■ e^tribli-^lud «'ilher bv diieei evid«'nc<' of a niM'tin"; or i-oiisultation for the ille'-'al pur- 
I«N'i|..ii-^r,.il, or iiioie usnallv, from the very natine of the case, bv circumstantial evi«ience. 
f-'^^'i'-rkii'. -Jew.) 

L'l-i Maustield ruled that it was not necessary to pn»ve the actual fad of a conspiracv, 
"lit riiar it lulofht be collected from ct)llateral circumstances. ^I'aison's Case, 1 W. IMack- 
^wji-. : !;»■.*.) 

"hV (s;iys a j;jreat authority on the law t>f eviden<'e, "on a charjre of c(msi>iracy, it ap- 
P'^artbiit two jH-i'soiis by their acts are jjur^uinj^ the same object, and ot'ten by the same 
unaiis or one performinir ]>art i»f the act, and the other complotiny: it, for the attain nu'iit of 
iht siUH' object, the jury may draw the conclusion theie is a conspiracy. If a conspiracy he 
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formed, and a person join in it aflen%'ard8, he is oquall y pruiltj >vit1i Lhe ori^nal conspiraton." 
(RoHcoe^ 415.) 

"The riil<* of the admisKibilitv of tlM» acts and declarations of any one of the conspiraton, 
said or done in fiirtiiernncc ot tde common d(>i«i{ni« applies in cAsen as well where onlTpiit 
of the C(»ns}»irHtori( are indii'tcd. or upon trial, as whore all are indicted and upon tiial. Tbdi, 
upon an innictinent for murder, if it appenr that others, totrcther with the prisoner, cimsmnd 
to conmiit the criuu*, the act of ono, dune in pursuance of that intention, will be cviaeBn 
apainst the rest." ('id Starkie, M:^.) 

Thcv ure nil uliko puiltv as principals. (Commonwealth vs. Knapp, 9 IMckering, 496; 1( 
Pickennp. 477; ti Term Krpurts, .V^^: H Kust., 5.H1.) 

Wliat is tlic evidi-ncc, dinict nnd cinMiiiistaiitial. that th<' accused, or either of tli^m, to 
g(?ther with .J«din H. Surratt. Juhn AVilki*?* IJnoth, .Tctfi-rsnu Davis, Gcorpe N. Sander*, Ber 
erh'y Tucker, Jacnl) Tln)mi>soii. Williani V. Cli-ary, Clruicnt C (.'lay, (nM>r{{tt Harftr-r, ant 
Gcorp:e Younp'. did cnmhiiic, ctnit'cdi-rate, and coiis]iin-. in aid of the existiup rebellion, A 
charpid, to kill and murdrr, witliiii the military department of Wa-shin^rton, nnd withio tb 
fortified and intrciicluil lints tht-rci»t', Ahraham Liux'oln, laic, and, at the time of tlie mh 
comhininjr, confiMh-ratinjr, anil coiispirinjr, IVcsidtnt t»f tlic Tniti-d Starts of AnivHc-a in 
commundcr-in-chiff of the arniv and navv tlu'rc<d'; Amlrew .Johnson, Vice-Presidcni ^'f th 
United States; William H. Seward, Si-cn»tary of State of the I'nited States; and I'lvMe 
S. (rrant, lii'utenant j^oneral of the armies thereof, and then in command, under thediriH^liw 
of the Resident I 

The mne, as laid in the charjre and sjiceiticotion, when this conspiracy was entered int 
is iminaterial, so that it a]>]>eHr hy the evidence that the ciiminal comhinatiouai||f airreomeu 
were lonned before the commission of the acts ullepMl. That Jefferson Davis, one of th 
conspiratoC8 named, was the ackn«iwled«red chief and leader «1 the existinj* relM'llion Ojraiitf 
the jjovernment of the I'nited Stated, and that .Jacob Tlunii])son, Cieiirjje N. Sanders, (.'ifineii 
C. Clav, HeverlevTuckir, and others named in the sneeitication, were his diilv arcrwiile 
and authorized ajrents to act in the inferrsts of said rebellion, are fact.s established by tu 
testimony in tliis ease b«'yon«l all ipiestion. That i>avis. as the h?ader of Miid n-lieliioii. piv 
to thos(^ a^^ent-s tlu-n in ('anadn. ctanmi»iiins in blank, bearintr the othcial siirnatun; ot li: 
war minister, .Tames A. Seddou, to bo by thciii lilJed up and dclivi-red to such apentsa-'the 
mipht enqdoy tt» act in the interests ot' the rebellion within the I'nited States, and iiitcmfe 
to l)e a cover and iMOteetii»n f<»r anv crimes thiv mitrht therein coumiit in the service of tl: 
rebellion, is als(> a fact est.iblished here, and whieli no man can piinsay. Who doubls tfaj 
Kennedy, whose etmtes>ioii, made: in view t»f immediate death, as pn»ved here, wa* <'omini 
Kioncd by those accreilited ap-nt.s <»f Davis to burn the city of New York ? that he wjw 1 
have atrenqited it on the nitrlit of the presidential eleetioii, and that he did, in condiiuatic 
with hi.s cont'e<lerates, set lire t<j four hofi-ls in the city »»f New York on the nijrht of thei'it 
of November last/ Wh{> doubts tl»al, in like mann<'r, in the interests of the rebellien or 
by the authority of Davi.s these his a^rents also commissioneil Dennett H. Younp {o oomm 
arson, robbery, and the murder of unarmed citizens, in St. Albans, Vermont ! Who doubt 
upon the testimimy shown, that l>avi*i, by his a«!ent<, deliberately adopted the systtin 
starvation for the munler of our captive soldiers in his hands ; or that, asshown by thotes' 
mouy, he sanctioned the buruiii<r of hospitals and >tean;boals, the property of piivAe p< 
sons, and ]iaid therefor from his stoh'U treasure the sum of thirty-tive thousand dollars 
pcdd.' IJy the evidence ot ,Jose|»h (JodtVey ilyams it is proved that Thompson — theapent 
JetlV-rson Davis — paitl him money lor the service he rendired in the infamous and lifadi 
project of importing: pestilence into our eamps and cities to d«'slri>y the lives of cltizenK »• 
soldiers alik«*, an«l into the house of tlu' 1 'resident for the purjiose of dcstroyinp his life. 
may be said, and d<»ubtless will be said, by the pensiimed advocates of this lebelliun, tl 
Ilyams, bein^ int'amons, is not to be be!i(>ved. It is admitted that h<< is infamous, as itnjt 
be concedi;d that any m.in is infamous wh<» either jmrticipales in sncli a crime or atteinptj* 
auywi.se to exteiuiate it. Ibit it will be observed tliat Ilyams is supported by the testiuic* 
of Mr. Sanford Con<iver, who heard lilaekburn and the otlar ndiel ajrents in Canada sp^ 
of this internal ])roje<'t, and by the t«stinn»ny of Mr. Wall, the well-kni>wnauciioneerot tl 
city, whose character is unriue.siioned, that he received this imp(»rtation of pestilence, ' 
course without any knowledife of the purpo.se.) and that Hyams eon«i{^ned the jroods to I* 
in the name of J. W. Harris — a tact in it.-elf an acknt)wle«l;«Mncnt of jruilt ; and thut lie 
ceivod afterwards a letter from Harris, dated Toronto, C'ana«la West, December 1, Ic^ 
wherein Harris stated that lu; had not been able t<i come to tlie Stares since his return 
Canada, ami asked for an ac«'oiuit of the sale. He identifies the (lodfrey Jose]di Hy* 
who testiliiMl in couit as the J. W. Hariis who imported the pestilence. The very traurf; 
tion shows that Hyams'.s statement is trutlitul. He pive^s the names of the [)arties Conner' 
with this infamy, (Clement C. Clay. Dr. JJlackburn, Kev. J)r. Stuart Robin.«sun. J. C. H 
combe — all refu'rees iVom th«' confederacy in Canada,) and states that he pave Thompsut 
receipt for the. fifty d«»llars paid to him, and that he was by occupation a shoeuiaker: in nc 
of which tacts is there an attempt to discre.<lit him. It is not pndtable that a man in his 1 
sition in life would be able to buy live trunks of clothing, ship them all the way from Uj 
fax to Washingt(m, and then order them to be sold at auction, without n'pard to price, si»l« 
upon his own account. It is a matter of notoriety that a part of his statement is verified 1 
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tlie irsTilts at Nowbem, North Cnrolinn, to which point, he says, n portion of the infected 
pxj!* were shipped, through a sutler ; the n-sult of which was, that nearly two thousand cit- 
izens Bud soldiers died there about that time with the yellow fever. 

Tbst the relnd cliief, Jrtferstm l)avis, 8itncti(»ned these crimes, committed and attempted 
tliwujh the instrumentality of his H<'credited an^ents in Canada — Thomi)st)n, Clay, Tucker, 
Samlcrs Cleary, &c. — upon the iiersi»n.s and pri»perty of the people of the north, there is 
ptwitivf pronf on your record. The letter hroup-ht tVom Hichmoud, and taken from the 
arcliives uf his late preteiuh-d jroveninient there, dated February IJ, lHl»r», and addressed to 
Lim l»y ;i liifi* rebel s^'nator from Texas, W. S. Oldham, contains the tollowinjr >i{ruiticaut 
^nhU: "When St-nator J(dinson, of Missouri, and mvself waited on vou a ffw days since, 
iunlatiim tt» tin* projti't i>f ann«»yin£r and harassinjr th<> en«>my by means of burning their 
*lii|ij'iiiir, towns, Ac, vl-c, there wen* srvcral remarks made by you upcni the subji-ct which 
I wasiint fuL^f.pnpareil to answer, but whicii, upon subsetpient contereiu'c with parties pro- 
jM»s:ii(r the entfrpris*', I tind cannt»t apply as objections to the schi-me. First, the *ci»mlmst- 
iliu' mai'Tiiils * consist of srvi-ral pn-paratioiis, and not our alone, and can b<* used without 
*xp«i>iusr tlw party usinjr them to tin* least ilanpt^r of di-tection whatever. # * # 

St'-'iul. there is no nt'ci'ssitv for s<*n«lin;r TMTsous in the military t-ervice into the enemy's 
c«"untrv. hut the work mav bi* dt»n<* bv aircnts. • * » j have seen enoiiirh of 

the vtfects that can lx> ]»ri>duf'ed to satisfy m<* that in most c>u<>es, without any danprer to the 
Mities «ujTajr»'ii, and in «»tliers hut very "liirht, we can, tirst, burn every v«-s>el that leaves a 
iorei;'n port for the I'uiriil Statvs; second, we can burn every trans[iort that leaves .the har- 
Uifuf Niw York, or other n«irtlK-rn port, with supi»lies for th<* armies of the eueiiff in the 
*<'Utli; tiling burn ev<'ry transpnrt an«l jrunboat on the Mississippi river, as w(*ll as devastate 
tho country of the emmy, and till his peojih* \Nith terror and consrernation. » » • 
FitiIk' jiurp<is«* «»f sati'if\in}r y«»ur mind upon the subject, 1 respectfully, but eanu'stly, re^ 
«liiw that you will j:ive an inti-rvi«'W with GemTal Harris, toniierly a tnember of Conjjress 
fr»«ui Missouri, who, I think, is able, from conclusive ]>ri»ot's, to convince you that what I 
have *^l^^'."•^ted i** ]K*rfi*rtly fi-asibU* an<l practicable." 

X«Miiic can doubt, fiom the tenor of this letter, that the rebel Davis only wanted tol)o?»at- 
fc-tinl limr this svst^m of arsiui and murder could hv carried on bv his airent.s in the north 
PH'^-iMiiIiy iimi without deiectioii. With him it wus not a criuu* to do these acts, but only 
icrinif to he detect<d in th»*ui. Ibit Davis, by his iinhirseuieiit i»u this letter, daii-d the*it)th 
<>f Ktliruiiry, ISm, bears witni*^s to his own complicity and his own infamy in this pr<»poscd 
*orkot' tleMructi«in and crim*- for the future, as well as to his com|»licity in what had before 
w^u attenjpred witlnuit coniplote success. Kenufily, with his confederates, had failed to bum 
tliffityof New Vork. The •'couduistiblrs'' which Kenneilv had emnUived were, it seems, 
wti\'!ivc. This was "a tlillirulty t»> be overcouu'." Neitln*r had h«? U'eu able to consum- 
Di-itf thetlr»*adnil work without suhje<'tin«r himself to detection. This was another ** difli- 
fulfv ioIh' nvi-rcome." Davis, on the'JDth of February, l^iiM. iuilorsetl upon this letter theses 
WiirJ-i: "S-eretury of wSmtr, at his «-onveniruee, see (ieueral Harris and learn what plan ho 
MS ftir orfffowiiHff tkt tiijitultifs htrttoforr rrperirncfd. J. />." 

, riis iu<liirsi"m«nt i«* umjur^tionably provi*d to be the handwritinpf of Jefferson Davis, and 
•t wirs witness on its fa>"<* that thf mi)ustrous pro])o«*ition met his approval, and that he dc- 
•■itv'l hU rehel seereiary <if state, Henjamin, to see (itjueral Harris and IcJirn h(»w to overcome 
tJM- <litH,Milry heretotore exjierieucrd, to wit, the iuelliciency of "the conilm.-^tilih* materials'* 
*'iat h:i.llK-en i-mploye«l, :iiid the liability of his ajri-nts to <letecti«»n. After this, who will 
"""I't iluii he had i inh jiviHimI, by the haml i>f incendiaries, to destroy by lire the ])roperty 
■ii'l .;v(-* of the pe«»ple of rhi* north, and tln-rebv '* till them with t«*rror and consternalitui ;'* 
f'liil lu- kiu'W his aiffUts hml been un>iucc<'ssl"ul ; that In- knew his a«r<-nts had been detected 
luilii-ir villany anii ]iuni>lieil tor their ciiuii-; that he de>ireil through a more perfect "chern- 
^i; |ire|i.:iriiiii»n.'* hy the <ciiMM-e and ^kill of l*rof(*'<'«»r AlcCulhtch, to accomplish success- 
™[h'vrlj:u lin,l lii-hiri' been unsucces«sfully attt*rnpted .' 

IViiiti.Mvepti'il letter of hi-i a-xenl, Clmunt C Clay, dated St. Catherine's, Canada West, 
•^•J^tmlver J, l^tM, is an acknowh'tlcme'.it and confession of what thev ha«l attempted, and a 
""p-^'t-jstion maile throULrh ,1. W li^'njamin. rebel secretary of staii\ <»t^ what remained to ]»e 
Jj.""**iii (ifijer to nuikt* the '* chemical preparations" etbeii-nt. S[M*akinir of this Ht'nnctt H. 
*"""•/. lie says: ** Vtiu have d<»!ibtles> learned thr<iu«rh the pre>s of the l.'niteil States of the 
P''' "U St. Aibuns by about twentv-tive eonfedi-rate >oldiers. led bv J^ieut<*nant Jh*nuett \\. 

/••"?: of ihi'ir attcmjit and tailure t«i luun tin* town: of their roblu-ry of three banks there 

?'';*' ;»}:}rr«-^rHt^. amount of about two hun«lred thousand dollars: of their arrest in Canada, 

'} ' ii:f»il States torce< ; of tlirir commitment and the pendinjrnreliminarv trial." Ilennikes 

FI'-iCitfKui, in aid of Youuir and his associate's, tor additional documents, showinsT tliai tliey 

J^^'-l npi»n the authoriry of the C(Uiffderate States }jovernuu.'Ut, takiujr care to say, howi-ver, 

["*' III- livid sucli autlo.jrity at the time, but that it ou^lit to b»? more explicit so far as reufJirds 

'J' l»Hrtinilar acts complained c»f. ll<* states that In* niet Younjr at Halifax in May, l'^t>4, 

* "•'^•'Vf-li.iped ids jilans for retaliatitui tm the (rnemy ; that hp, ('lav, recoimnended him to 

'"|i(-ln-l s«.'cretary \.^( war; that after this " Votmj; was sent back by the Secretary of War 

*''" a cjimmissioii as second lieutenant to execute his platis and ptnposes. but to report to 

I "• and myselt." Younff aftenvards *' proposed passim; through New Kntrhind, 



bur: 



'iiujf some towns and robbing them of whatever lie could convert to the use uf the confed. 
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crate (i^oveniDioijt. Tliis I approved ba justifiable retaliation. He attempted to Irorn tk 
town of St. Aliians, Vcniiont, and ii\'ould have siiciM'eded but for the failure of the cbemia 
prepaiatiou with which lio waH aruicd. ihwheu nibbed the banks of fuudn ainpuntiDg 1 
over two hundred thousand dollaris. That he was not prouiptod by M-ltish or mercenaiy n 
tives I am «u4 well satisiu-d as I am that lie is an iioneist uian. Ho asHured me before goii 
that hin eifort would be to dtfj^oy towui» and farm-houKCH, but not to pluuder or rob; but! 
said if, after tiring u town, lie saw ho could take /«»//« fiuni a bank or any house, and tbei 
by niputlict injury upon the enemy and b<*netit hin own government, he would do so. 1 
added luoM cmphutically. that whatoviT he took bht>uld be turned over to the ^ivemineDlori 
rrpreseutaiives in foreipi lands. ]My inntructious to him were, to destroy whatever wa»T( 
uable; not to Ntop to rob, but if, after iirinfr a town, he could seize and carr^' off monej 
treasury or bank notes, he mi^ht do s(» upon condition that they were delivered to theprof 
autlioriticH of the confederate States" — that is, to (.'lay himself. /"-^ 

When he wrote this letter it semis that this accrediti'd a^ent of JelTersoifpavi? WM 
stron^^ly impressed with the usuq>ation and despotism of Mr. I^incolu's administ ration 
some of the advocates of his aideis and abettors S(*«'m to hv at this day ; and he indulges 
the fidlowin^ statement : *'Ali that a lai}:e portion of tlie noriheni pi-ople, es]H'cially iu 1 
northwest, want to resist the o]ipressi(»ns of the despotism at \Vasliin«:ton is a leathr, Th 
are ripe for resistance, and it may come soon atter tiie presidential election. At all evendt, 
must come, if our armies are not overcome, t»r destitiyed, or dispersed. Xo j>eoplr ©f I 
Auglo'iSaxou blood chu lontr endure the usurpations and tyrannies of Liuc^dn." Clay d« 
not sij^u the des])atcli, but indorses the bearer of it us a peisou who can identify him t 
give his name. The bearer of tlmt letter was the witness Richard Montjrouiery, who a 
Clay write a porti(»n of the letter, and received it from his liands, and sultsequentlydelivci 
it to the Assistant iSecretary of War of the Ignited States, Mr. Ihina. That the letter i» 
Clay's handwriting is cleaily proved by those faniiliar with it. Mr. Montponiery lesiiBestl 
he was instructed by Clay to deliver this letter to iJenjumin, the rel>el secretary of state,if 
could get through to KicIimon<l, and to tell iiim what names to put in the blanks. 

This letter leaves no doubt, if any before existed iu the mind of any one w ho had read I 
letter of C)ldham and l)avis's indorsement thereon, that 'Mlie chemical prepaiatious" a 
*' combustible materiiils" liad been tiiinl and liad tailed, and it had become a matter of gn 
moment and concern tiiat tiu>y should be so juepaied as, iu the words of Davis, "to ot 
come the ditKc.ulties heretot'ore ex[H'rienced;" that, is to say, complete the work of deitn 
tiou, and secure the ]>er]»etrators against personal injury or doti'Ctiou in the performani*eof 

It only remains to be seen whetlier Davis, the procurer of arson and of the iudisciimiiu 
murder of ttie innocent and uu<»tiending necessaiiiy resultant therefiom, was capable also 
endeavoring to procure, and in I'act did pioeure, the murder, by din>ct assa.Hsiuatiou, of t 
President of the United States and others charged with the duty of maintaining the gorei 
mout of the United States, and of Mippressing the rebellion iu which this arch-traitur i 
conspirator was engaged. 

The ot^icial papers of Davis, captured under the guns (^ our victorious anny in his re' 
capital, ideutilied beyond question or shadow of doubt, and placed upon your record, tt^T^ 
with tiie declarations and acts ot his co-conspirators and agents, proclaiui to all the wo 
that he was cajmble of attem|)ting to accomplish his treasonable ]irocuratiou of the uiui* 
of the late President, and otherehief olUci.'rs of the United States, by the liands o( hired assassii 

In the fall of 184>4, Lieutenant W. Alston uddi esses to ''his excellency'' a letter U 
bof«>re the court, whiih contains the following words: 

**1 now otter you my seivices, and if you will i\i\oT me iu my dtsignty I will pioceed, 
soon as my health will permit, to rid my country of some i»f her deadliest enemies, by sti 
iug at tiie very htarts' bluud of those who seek to enchain her in slaveiy. I coiisideruoth 
diihonorablt having such a tendency. All 1 ask of you is, to favor me by granting ue 
necessary papers, Ac, to travel on. * * * * I am perfectly fumiiiar with the nuithji 
feel eoutident that I can eievute anything I undertake. 1 was in the raid last June in K 
tucky, under GeneralJohn 11. Moigan; * * * was taken prisoner; » * * esca] 
from them by dressing myself in the garb of a citizen. » » * i went through to 
Canadas, from whence, by "the assistance of Cvlouel J, F. Hntcombj I succeeded in work 
my way around and through the bhtcUade. * * • 1 should like to have a per«oiMf/ in 
view with you in order to peifect the arrangements betbre staiting." 

Is there any room to doubt that this was a proposition to agsaasinate,^ by the hand of t 
mau and iiis associaK^s, such persons in the north as he deemed the ''deadliest enemies* 
the rebellion? The weakness of the man who for a moment can doubt that such was 
proposition oi' the wiiter of this letter is certainly an object of commiseration. Wliatl 
Jett'erson Davis to say t(» this proposed assassination of the ''deadliest enemies** in the nc 
of his great tieason/ Did the atrocious suggestion kindle in him indiguatiou f^ainst 
villian whootfered, with his own baud, to strike the blow / Not at all. On the c^iutrary, 
ordered his private secr<'tary, CKi the )iiit\\ of November, lfr04, to indorse ujwu the letter tl; 
words: ^'Lieutenaut W. Alston; accompanied raid into Kentucky, and was captured, 
escaped into Canada, from whence he found his way back. Now offers his services to 
the country of some of its dtadliest tntmUs; asks for papers, «&c. Respectfully referred, 



REPORT OP THE SECRETARY OF WAR. 1033 

direction of the Prpsklrnt, to the honorable secretary of war. " It in hIso indorsed, for attcution 
•'Hv order. {Sijrned) J. A. Cainphfll, ussistnut seeretarv of war." 

N\'t«' the fact in this <*onm-xiun, tliat tJ<'tler.son l)a\is liinist'lf, as well us his subordinates, 
hA'i, Miin^ the date of this indorsement, concluded that Abraham Lincoln w.is *'thc deadliest 
enemy" of the relMdlion. You hear it in tlie rebel camn in Virjrinia in lHt5:i. declan'd by 
IhiuiL, then and there nresent, and as>ented to by rehel officers, t hut "Abnihani Lincoln 
niusi Ur killed." Von hear it in that slaufrhter-pen in Georpa. AndiTsunvillc, oroclainied 
wiiunjr ri-lu'l officers, who. by the slow torture of starvation, inilict«;d cruel ana untimely 
di:itlinn U'U thousani] of your defenders, cai>tives in their hands — whis|»('riujr, like demons, 
tluir hurri<l jJurpoM-, "Al)iiiham J-incoln must be kilb-d." And in Canada, the accredited 
apiutstttJi rt'er.son J)avi.s. as <"irly a^ Octolu-r, I f?l)4, and afterwards, di-cared that "Abraham 
Liiici'ln nmsl be killed" if his n-election cotild not be |»r(;vented. These ajrents in Canada, 
oufhejolli ofUctobi'r, I'HJ-I. tielivered, in cipher, to be tiansmitted to Kichinondby Hichard 
Mi.'Ut^^iUieiy, the witness, uhos^e reputation i> unchallen*^ed, the following conninmicatiou : 

'♦0( TOBEtt i:j, 1^*64. 

"Wt ncrain urjre the immense necessity of otir rraininrr immediate advantajres. Strain 
tv.ry inr\ e for victory. We now look upon the n>election of Li/icu/m in NovciuIkt as al- 
uost iirtain, and we need to whip his hin»liu«rs to prevent it. liesides, with Lincoln re-elected 
aiiJ liJN aimie-* virturinus, we need Lot hope even for rcM'ojrnition, much less the help mentioned 
iuuiirla.Ht. Ilok-omb will explain this. Those figures of the Yankee armies are correct to a 
Quit. Our frirndit tfliall bt- iminetiiatr.iy set to irork us you direct.'^ 

lowhu-h an idiieial reply, in cipher, was (h-liven-d to Montj^omery by an agent of the 
8taiiilip;iiiiii»-nt in Jiiclimoml, dated October ll>, l'^t»4, as follows : 

"^oiir U'tter of the LJlh instant is at hand. There is yet time eiKUigh to colonize many 

T«/'r> im-'ore November. A blow will shorrlv be stricken here. It is not quite time. Cveueral 

'"ii':>tiirt is to ati;ick Slieiidan without delay, and then move north as tar as praclicuble 

l*'tt';jrJ., impnjtecied p»»ints. This will be made instea«l «»f movement bi'fuie mentione<l. He will 

tml«;jvur to a>.**i."?t the npuUicans in coilutinir tinir ballots, lie watchful and assist him." 

Oil ilu' yt'Tv day of the ilate of this Richmond despatch Sheridan was attacked, with what 
fUvoss [list, ,ry will Jt-ilare. Tli<* court will n(»t fail to notice that thv rr-r lection of Mr. 
UHcoWi^ to iie iireveur<*d if iios.sibi**, bv anv and everv imrans. Nor will thev fail to notieo 

• Iff * ' '»» ar C 

»i'Jt Ihitruinb is to "exidaiu this" — the. hame person who, in Canada, was the tViend and adviser 

<»' AUiiin, A\ ho propusi'd ti» J'avis the assa.'-sinationof tlu' "deadru'st en»'mies" of the lebelliou. 

hi tin- ill siiateh of the K>ih of October, which was borne bv MiHit-'omerv, and transmitted 

'•'iiJ'Inimiid in Oct«iber hint, vou will tind these words: "Our fiiemls shall be imnu>diatelv 

**■*'" WMik as voii direct." Mr. Lincoln is the subject (»f that ilrsnatch. Davis is therein 

""«:iinl that his agents in Canada look upon thi« re-election of Mr. Lincoln in Ni»vember as 

««l.'iiuNt ivrtaiu. In this connexion lu* is asstired bv those ajrents that the /rirH</» tif their 

'■«|'N;aie t(» Im- Mrt to Work as l)avis hod tlinctni. 'J'he ci»uveisations, which are proved by 

*i!Ii^•^M'^» wjiiise ehai'acter^ stan<l unimpeached, disclo>e what '* work" the "friends " wt'io 

'" '•" iiinlir //i< dinrJton of I.)a\i.s liim.M-ll". Who were tla»M; "friends," and what was "the 

^"'k' wjiirh his agi'uis Thompson. Clay, Tucker, and Sanders, had bet-n directed U\ set 

tiiiiimtf I^-t J hompson answer tor himself. In a conver>atioii with Jiichaid Montgojuery 

"^ ili'Miiimn-r of J>o4, 'i'hiimpson haid that "he lutd his frunds, conledcrates, all <»ver the 

""'iln'Ui >tatt-s, wh«> were n ady and willing to go any lengths for the good of the catise of 

["•' x'lith. and he couM at any time have the tyrant Ltnroln, or nny othir of his ndrisirs that 

'"'tlu.M-. put out of his waij; that ilu'y wtmid not consider it a crime when done for the cause 

"' 'I^Tuiiii'iltMacx." This conversation wa** r<M»eated hv the witness in the summer of lHt>4 

wtlHim.ut C. Cl.iy, who immediately statefl: "'1 hat is .no; we are all devoted to our c.aii.se, 

*^J n'U'.iv to go anv liiijKth — ti» do anvthintr tinder the sun." 

At iiiul ahout the time that thi*si- ih-claraiions of Cl.y and Thompson wt^e mad«', Alston, 

"'' iiU'Ic the pii.»pn>iiinn, as we luive seen, to l)avjs, U\ 1m* furni.>hed with papers /*> «,'o north 

^'1 riiltlj*' eonlederaey of .some of its "deadliest enemies," wiis in Canada. Jle was doubt- 

p" «»iu' ,,f tin. •» |"iit;iKls" n'tV-riXHl to. As apprais by the testimony of Mimtgtunery, Payne, 

I'risiini-r at vimr bar, was about that time in Canada, an<l was seen standing bv Thomn- 

" •'' 'liMir, ».-ngaged in a coiivtrsatioii with Clay, between whom and the witness some w«»rd.s 

J **.'•' »iit.:,ehangi."d, when Clay ^tated he (l*ayne) was one i}\ their friends — " we tru-*t hiin." 

J. '""I'-'^^fd beyond a sha<l<»w of doubt that in October last John Wilkes JSooth, theassas.siu 

J ^''•' I'lf.-sident, was also in Canada, and upon iniiinafe terms with Thompscui, Clay, San- 

tri^^' '*■'''' "thrr ndH-l agents. Wlui can doubt, in the light of the events which have since 

J- ^^'i'irid, that he was one of the 'Mriends" to be ".set to work," as Davis had already 

J **^''«i — not, jK'ihaps, as vet to as.sassinate the l*re.Nident, but to do that other wtirk which 

y ^^**rgif>h.il in the letti-r of Oidhain, indoisi'd by Davis in his own haiul, and spr«ad upon 

^.■"j*^ iiroid — llie wi-rk of the .secret incendiary, whi«h was to "till the ]ieople of the north 

. ''' tejior and eon.steniatii^n." The other "work" spoken of by Tluunpson — putting the 

,,.;""' LtMcuIn and any of his adristrs out of the tray, was work doubtless to bi« commenced 

t,j ■-* '*fter the re-eieetion tjf Mr. Lineidn, which they had already declared in tluur despatch 

'^'ir employer, Davis;, was with them a foregone coucludiou. At all events, it was not 
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until after the prcsidr'ntiiil olirtion in Xoyrmber that Alston propa^od to Davis to ^ norl 
on tho work vi H8Hn8sli]ati(»n ; nor wan it until aftor that election that Booth WM^und; 
possession of t\w letter which is in evidence, and which discloses tin? pnrpoM toMMMin 
th«* President. liein^ assiired, however, when liooth was with tluMn in Canada, as thejrhi 
already declared in th«.'ir desjMtch, that the re-election of Mr. Lincoln was c*nain, in wla 
event there would be no hopoADr tho conf<'derH<'y, thi^y doubtless entercn] into the arrADfH 
nient with Booth tui one of their 'Mrit-iids/' that as s(h»u i\s that fact wan deteriulnetl I 
should uro **to work," and as soon as might be **rid the confederacy of the tyrant Linco 
and of his advisers." 

That these persona named ni>on your re<?ord, Thompson, Samlers, Clay, Cleary, n 
Tucker, were the ajreiits of Jefferson Oavis, is another fact established in this case lieyond 
doubt. Thev made atl^idavit of it thnnsrlves, of recurd here, upon the examination of tin 
"friends," <'fiJirg:fd with the raid U]M)n St. Albans, iM'fore Judge Smith, in Canada. Itia 
evidence also by the letter of Clay, before referreil to. 

The tcstimtmv to which I have thus brietiv refern'd shows, bv tho h'tter of his asrciiti 
the JXth oi Octol>«'r, that Davis had In-fore directed th<>se agenrs to set his frieans to tern 
By the letter of Cbiv it seems that his direction had be<*n obeved, and his friends hud bu 
set to work, in the burning and robbery and murder at St. Albans, in the aiteuipt to ba 
the city of New York, and in the attempt to intnxluce pc'Stihaice into this capital uiid in 
the house of the President. It having a|){)eare<l, by the letter of Alston, and the indorsome 
thereon, that Davis had in November entertained the proposition of •sending agents, that 
to say, "friends," to tb(» north to not only ''sjiread tern»r und consternation aniuiip tl 
iK'onlf" by meatis of his "chemical pnparatioiis," but als<», in the words of that letlrr, " 
strike," by the hands of assassins, '" at the heart's blood" of the deadliest enemies in tl 
north to tlio ccmt'c^dcrnicy of traitors ; it has also a])peared by the tt-stimony of many respcc tab 
witnesses, among others the attorneys who re])re'*ented the iH?ople of the United States ii 
8t«to of V<Tmont, in the preliminary trial of the raiders in Canada, that Clay, Thouipsn: 
Tucker, Sanders and CMeary declared themselves the ii gents of the confederacy. It aL 
clearly a PI )ears by the corresjiondenc*' referied to, and the let'i-r of Clay, that theywn* 
holding, anil at any time able to command, blank connnissions from Jeil'erson Davis to * 
thorize their frie mis to do what<'Ver w(>rk they aiijiointod them to dti, in the interests of tl 
rebellion, by the destructitui of life and property in the north. 

If a prima facie cas<^ justifies, as we have seen by tin' law of evidence it* does, the intr 
ductim of all di^'larations and acts ot* any of tho parties to a conspiracy, utiereil or done : 
the prosecution of tin* connnon dcjsign, as evidence against all the rest, it results, that wh« 
ever was said or done in furtherance of the connnon design, after this month of Octobi 
1J:^(»4, by either of these agents in Canada, is evidence u«>t only against ihemselvei, b 
Against Davis as weil, of his complicity with them in the conspiracy. 

Mr. Montgoii^.Ty testifies that he met Jacob Thompson in January, at Montreal, when 
said that ''a proposition had been made to him to rid the world of the tyrant Lincoln, Sta 
ton, Grant, and some others; that he kn<-w the men who had made the propositiunirc 
bold, daring men, tible to execute what they undertook ; that he himself wjis in lavor 
the proposition, but had determined to lUfer his answer until he had consulted his gowi 
ment at Kichmond: that he was then «»nly awaiting their approval." This was alsmt t 
middle of .January, and consetpiently more than a numth after Alston had made his pro( 
sition direct to Davis, in writing, to go noith and lid their ccuit'ederacy of some of 
"deadliest enemies." It was at the time i»f this <M>nvei'satiou that Payne, the prisoner, *« 
seen by the witness standing at Thompson's door in conversation with ('lay. This witn< 
alno showN the intimacy between Thompson, Clay, Cleary, Tucker, and Sanders. 

A few days after the assassination of the President, Beverly Tucker said ti> this witn« 
"that President Lincoln deserved his death buig ago; that it was a pity he di«in*t hav« 
long ago, and it was too bad that the bovs had not been allowed to act when they waul 
to." 

This remark undoubtedly had reference to tli<' propositions made in tho fall to Thomps« 
and alse to Davis, to rid the south of its deadliest enemies bv their assassination. Clo» 
who was accredited by Thompson as his confidential ag(Mit, also stated to this witness t 
Booth was one of the j)ariy to whom Thompson had referred in the conversation in Janna 
in which he said he knew the men who were readv to rifl the wt>rld of the tvrant Liuci; 
und of Stanton and (irant. Cleary also said, speaking of the assassination, "that it w» 
pity that the whole work had not been done," and a<lded, "they had better lo«)k out — 
are n<it done yet;" manifestly referring to the statement made by his employer, Thomprs 
before in the summer, that not only the tyrant Lincoln, but Stanton and Grant, and otii 
of his advisers, should be put out of the way. Cleary also stated to this witness that ho 
had visited Thompson twice in the winter, the last time in December, and had also b* 
there in the summer. 

Ij^anford Conover testified that he had been for some time a clerk in the war departin 
at Kichinond; that in Canada lie knew Thompson, Sanders, Cleary, Tucker, Clay, « 
other rebel agents; that he knew ,Iohn H. Surratt and John Wilkes Rooth ; that he 0< 
Booth there upon one occasion, and Surratt upon sevenU successive days ; that he saw S 



th there upon one occasion, and Surratt upon seven 
(whom he describea) in April last, in Ihompson' 



rait (whom he describea) in April last, in Ihompson's room, and also in company vf 
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Panders : thftt ahont the 6th or 7th of April Siirratt (lelivorod to Jacob Thompson u dospntdi 
brou;rht by him from lioiijainin nt Kichnioiid, enclosing: ono in cipher from Diivis. Thomj>- 
B<ii])iiiti before this proposod to Cont»vor to cnpipt* in a pli)t to assa.s>inafc I*rcsi(Knt Liucolu 
and his cabinet, ana on this occasion he laid his hattd np«»n tlifse <lespatches and said, **rhis 
niKlvPs ihc thinp all ripht," n-tfrrinfr to the assent of the rebel 4^ith(»rities, and stat«d that the 
rcKl Hiitliorities had consented to tlie plot to assassinate Lincobi, Johnson, tlie Secretary of 
Wur. ift'cierary of State, Jnd<r(^ ChJl^e, and CJe.nerul Grunt. ThoinjiMin remarked furtlier 
tlint \\iv ri>sa««si nation of the>e parties would leiive the jroveniment of tlie United States en- 
tirvly wiihout a head; that there was no pnivision in the Constitution of tin- I'nitcd States 
b\M\|iirli they could elect another President, if these nun were j>ut out of the wtiv. 

111 i'l.x.-akiiijr of this jissas>inati(Ui of th»' rn'si«leiit and others, Thonipsini said that it was 
odIv n-uMivini: them from olhee, that the killing of a tyrant was no uiurder. It seems that 
liC killr'umid pncisely the same lesson that Alston had learnrd in November, when lie 
coiiiiiiiinicated with Davis, and said, .s])eakin;r *>f the I'resident's assa-'sinatiim, "he did not 
tliiuk anything dishonorable that would serve their cause." Tliiniipson stated at the same 
tinii- tbdt he had conferred a ci»mnii>sion on Booth, anil that evervbodv eiijrajred i^i the en- 
tK[irisc Would be commissitun-d, ancl if ir succ^-^-thMl, or failed, and they escapid into Canada, 
th- V cmild luit Ik? reclaimed under the extradiiii>n treaty, 'i'lie fact that Tlu»nipson and 
otlifralM-l a-jents lield blank commissions, as 1 have said, has been proved, and a copy of 
one (if ilu-iii is of record here. 

This wiiuess also testifies to a conversation with William C. Clearv, shortly after the sur- 
Miiii-r «»f Jam-'s ar.ny, an<l on the day before tlu^ IM'esident's assjissination, at the St. 
Liwrcnif hotel, M(»ntreal, when speakinjjf of tli(i rejoicinjr in the States <iver the ca]»ture of 
Kn'lini(iiid, ("leary said, ** they would put tlu' laujrh tui the other side of their mimiii in a day 
or two." These juirties knew tluit I'onover was in tlur secrt-t of the assassination, and talked 
^!'l« liim abtiut it as fn^i'ly as they would speak of the weather. Jiefore the assassination 
1* liad a conversation also with Sanders, who asked him if he knew lV»oth well, and 
ttf'n-.-ssvd >onii) apprehension that IJoiJth would "make a failurt* of it ; that he was desperate 
u»'l rirlijess, and he was nfraiil the wlioh* thinp: wouhl ])rove a failure." 

I'r. .lames J). Merritt testities that George Youn|jr, one of the parties named in the record, 
•JKliind in his [»resence, in Canada, last fall, that Lincoln should never be injiujjurated ; 
tJiiit jIhv iiMil iViends in Washin^rton. who, 1 suppose, were sonu» of the same friends reierred 
^«' in ilu' despatch of October i:i, and which Davis h:id diiecied them " to set to work." 
^ "'■}.'*• N. Sanders als«» said to him "that IJnculn would keep himself mi^rhtv close if he did 
*rvi- aiiniher term ;" while Steele and other (MUifederates declared tluit the tyrant never should 
^''''ve ftnotlii-r term. He heanl the as-iassination discussed at a meetinjj ofthe.se rebel ajreuts 
'ti .M<iiitnal in rebruary last. "Sanders said they had pltnty of monty to accomplisii the 
«!"<)« vs-hj, J i,,,,^ ami named over a number of persons who were ready and willin*^ to enj^age 
1^ iinihrtakiiif^ to reniovi' the President, Vice-l*resideut, the cabinet, and some of the lea<l- 
j^ir jruiHals. At this nu-etinp: he read a letter which he had received from Davis, which 
J'l'^^h'd hiiri ill makiufT any arrang^ements that la? couhl to accomplish the object." Tills 
'^l!»-r iIm- ^\;tiM-s5 heard read, and it, in substance, declaud that if tlie ]teo]»le in Canada and 
l'^*' *"'Utlierners in the Statr-s were? willing to submit to be piverne«l by such a t\ rant as 
Y"*"J". lie ditln't wish to recojrnize them as fiiru'is. The letter was read ojienly ; it was 
*''"» haiuU-J t»> Colonel Steele, (ieoipe. Vounjr, Hill, mid Scott, to be read. This was about 
'I'y iiiidijlc of February last. At this meeiiu^ Sanders named over the jiersons who were 
*["•";! to acciunpiish the a-^sas^ination, and amonj^ the persons thus nauu-d was Houth, 
^'"»in ilic witness had .seen in Canada in Octoln'r ; also (ieorjri' Harper, one of the conspi- 
"^^''^-^ iiniiu-d on the record, Caldwell, l^mdall, Harrison, Jiml Surratt. 

I'lijwjtm.ss nndersKMid, f;om the readinjx of the letter, that if the President, Vice-Presi- 
*'^l. Rinl cjibinel could be disjiosed of, it would sati>fy tin- j»eo])le of the north that tin* south- 
'^'^'is liH'.l /ri<^M//.«* in the north; that a jieace could be obtained on better terms; that the 
•■"'els lia.i endeavored to brinjj about a war between the I'nited States and Kuf^land, and 
.^^ Mr, Sewanl, thiMU'rh his (qierjrv and >ajracitv, had thwarti-d all their etforis: that was 

I'll" •*^ '^* "• 

J. ^"^ as a reason Ibr UMiiovinjr him. On the .'»th or (Jth of last April this witness mvX (ieorgo 
"'"I'lT, ( 'aid well, Jvandall, and others, who aie spoken of in this mcetin"!: at Montreal as 
^^'^'""'■'l to assassinate the President and cabinet, \\ hen Harju-r saiil they W(?re froin^j to the 
j.'^*'^"'* til make a row such as Imd never been heanl ot", and added that "if I (the witness) 
j^_ *J"t iuar of the death of Old Abe, of the Vice-President, and of (ieneral Dix in less than 
jj / ^"Vs, ] mijrlit put him down as a fool. That was on the t»th of A jail. He mentioned 
. ''MiLoih was in \Vashiiij:ton at that time. He sriid they had pleiitv of friends in Wiish- 

t..V''. and that sona' iifteeu or tw»'nty were jifoinp," 

^ '-i^ witness uscertaine<l, on the fith of April, that Harper and oth<«rs had left for the 

^^t|.j, 'j'li^. j»roof is that th«*se parties could come through to Washinfrt<m trom Montreal or 

J. J^'I'ito in thirty-six hours. They did come, and within the ten days named by Harper the 

Jl'^'di-iit was nnirdered! Some attempts have bt-en made to discr<Mlit this witness, (Dr. 

U^ ^^'■itr. ) not by the examination of witm-sses in court, not by any apjiarent want of truth in 

^^ ''Minainy. but ])y the fx/;tfr/r statements of these rebel ajrents in Canada and their hired 

^^ ^'*t:ates in the United States. There is a stat«-ment upon the record, veritied by an oflicial 

^^'Uimiicatiou from the War Department, which shows the truthfulne.'<s of this witness, 

^ that is, that before the assassination, learning that Harper and his associates had started 
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for tlie Stutcs, inf«»riii(Ml as ho whs of their purpose to assiiAsinate the President, cabinet, and 
h'ndin^ ^enoralit, Merritt detained it liis diiry to chU, and did call, on the JOth of April, apon 
a justire of the ]H'iu'e in Cuuiida, named Davidson, and ffavo him the information, that be 
mi^ht take ste]»s to stup the^c jiroeeedinfrs. The et»rrc'j*pondence on this hubjeet with Dnrid- 
Kon lias l)it>n iimii^ht into court. Dr. Merritt testiti<(s, further, that after this nu*ctiii{r in 
M<»ntieal he liad a eoiiv<'rsation with (.'lenient C Clay, in Toronto, a)M»ut the letter from 
Jetler.sou Di»vis which Sanders had exhiijited, in which conversation Clav pave the wirupss 
to understand that In- know the nature of tiie letter iH-rfectly, and nMnarked tliat he thought 
" the end would justify the means." Thf witne^Js alst> testifies to the presence of B<.H)th 
with iSanders in Montreal last fail, and of Surratt in Toronto in February last. 

The court mnst h<> satisfied, hv the manner <»f this and other witnesses to the transactions 
in Canathi, as well as hv the fact that ihev an* whollv uncontradicted in an v material niNtier 
that ihev state, that they speak thf truth, and that the several j>arties named on journ-iwl, 
Davis, Tliompson, Cleary, Tncker, Clay. Younjr, llaq»er, I^ioth, and John H. Surratt, did 
combine and conspire to^etlier in Canada to kill and murder Abraiiani Lincoln, Audrevr 
Johnson, William H. Sewanl, and dys.-es 8. CJrant. That this a^rni'ment was suhstan- 
tially entered into by Ihioth ami the a^^eiits of I)avis in Canada as early hh October there 
cannot be any doubt. The' lanjrmijre of Thompson at that time an J before was, that In* was 
in favor of the assassination, liis further lanjrtiaj^e wtL<, that he knew the men who wtre 
ready to do it; an<l liootli. it is shown, was there at that time, and, as Thompson's tH'creiarr 
savs, was one of tin* men n-ferred to by Thompst»n. 

*rhe fact that others, besi«les the i)arties named on the record, were, by the terms of the 
conspiracy, \.o be assassimitetl, in n«»wis(r ati'ects the case now (»n trial. If it is true that 
these parties did consnire to murder other parties, as well as those named upon the record, 
the substance of the charp;e is prove<I. 

It is also inic that if, in pursuance of that conspiracy. Booth, confederated with Surratt 
and the accused, killed and murdered Abraham Lincoln, the cliar$^e and specificntiou is 

F roved literally as stat«-<l t»n your record, althoujrh their consi)iracy embraced other perM»ns. 
n law the case siamls, tlmu^rh it may a]»pear that the conspiracy was to kill and murdiTtbe 
parties named in the record and «»thers not named in the record. If the proof is that the 
accuse<l, wiih Hooth, Surratt, Davis, «&c., cons]>ired to kill and murder one or more of the 
persons named, the charjre of ci»nspiracy is proved. 

The declaration of Sandi-rs, as proved, that there was jdenty of money to carry oat this 
assassination, is vtiy stroufrly ciumborated by the testimony of Mr. Campbell, cashit-r oi 
the Ontario Jiank, who stal<*s that Tluunpson, during the current year precedin*^ the as*ii*" 
sination, had upon deposit iu the Montreal branch of the Ontario Hank six humlreU and 
fortv-nine thousand dollars, besiihs larpe sums to his credit in other banks in tlie provini*"?- 

lMier(? is a further corn»boraiion of the testimony of Conover as to the mei^tinjr of Tb'Hiip" 
son and Surratt in Montreal, and the delivery of the despatches from Richmond onthel'tb 
or 7th of April — first, in the fact which is shown by tne tej*limony of Chester, that in I ^*® 
winter or spiin^ Booth said he liiniself or some other party must ffo to Hichmoud: audi 
second, by tlie letter of Arnold dated 'iTtli of March last, that lie pn^lerred Bi»oth's first query* 
that he would first go to Kichmon<l and see how tla^y would take it, manifestly alluding ^ 
the proi»osod assassination of tin* I'resident. Itdo^-s not follow, because Davis had written • 
letter m Febrtuiry which, in substance, approved the general object, that the piirlies wen? 
fully satisfieil with it, bt'CJiuse it is clear there was to be some arranjrement made ahout tb® 
funds; and it is also clear that Davis had not before as distinctly approved and sanctioU«?<* 
this act as his aj^i^nts either in Canada or here desired. Booth said to Chester, *'\Ve aii^^it 
have mcuiev ; there is money in this biu^lness, and if vou will enter int(» it I will idace lUl** 
thousand dollars at the disposal of vour family ; but I have no monev mvself, and must P; 
to Hiclimond,'' or one of the jjartii's must jro, " to ^et money to carry out the euteqmst'- 
This was one of the arrangements that was to lui "made rifjjht in Canada." The fuuds* ** 
Thompson's disposal, as the banker testifies, were exclusively raised by drafts of tlie se*^^®" 
tary of the tieasury of the Confederate Slates upon Loudon, deposited iu their bank to ^'^^ 
credit of Thompson. .. 

Accordinjj^ly, about the 27th of March, Surratt did jro to Richmond. On the 3d of A-l"*^ 
lie n-turned to Washinjrton, and the same day lel't for Canada. JJefore leavinp, he state*-* /^ 
"VVeichmann that when in Kichmond he had had a conversation with Davis and with Bei>J*T 
niin. The fact in this connexion is not to be overlooked, that on or about the day Sur^"* 
arrived in Montreal, April (I, Jacob "J'liompson, as the cashier of the Ontario Bank **tri.t*~^ 
drew of these confederate fuuds the sum of one hundred and eijjlity thousand dollars iu *** 
form of certificates, which, as the bank officer testifies, " mipfht be used anywliere." _ 

What more is wanting/ Surely no word further need be spoken to sh<»w that X**'* 
■Wilkes Bot>th was iu this conspiracy ; that John 11. Surratt was in this conspiracy ; »'••**- 
that Jefferson Davis and his .several agents named, in Canada. \>ere iu this conspiracy, 
any additional evidence is wantiup: to show the complicity of Da\is iu it, let the paper f(»*'V^ 







letter of October 13, notifying him that ** their frieuds would be set to work as Ac 
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iirecte4.^^ The letter in cipher found in Booth's possession is translated here by tlio use of 
the cipher machine now in court, which, as the testimony of Mr. Dana shows, he brougjht 
from the rooms of Davis's state department in Richmond. Wlio pave Booth this secret 
cipher ? Of what use was it to him if he was not in confederation with Davis ? 

But there is one other item of testimony that oupht, amonp honest and iutelliprent people at 
all conversant with this evidence, to end all further inquiry as to whether Jefferson Davis 
was one of the parties, with Booth, as charged upon this record, in the conspiracy to assassi- 
nati' the President and others. That is, that on the tilth day after the assassination, in the 
citv of Charlotte, North Carolina, a telegraphic despatch was received by him, at the house 
of 3lr. Bates, from John C. Breckinridge, his rebel secretary of war, which despatch is pro- 
duced here, identified by the telegraph agent, and placed upon your record in the words fol- 
lowing : 

** Greensboro', April 19, 1865. 
"/fi« ErcilUncy President Davis: 

•* President Lincoln was assassinated in the theatre in Washington on the night of the 14th 
instant. .Seward's house was eutcR'd on the same night and he was repeatedly stabbed, and 
ii probably mortally wounded. 

*' JOHN C. BRECKINRIDGE." 

At the time this despatch was handed to him, Davis was addressing a meeting from the 
itf])-* of Mr. Bates's house, and after reading tho despatch to the peoj)lehe said : " If it were 
toV ihine, it were hetter it were well done." Shortly aftenvards, in the house of the witness, 
in the same ciiy, Breckinridge, haying come to see Davis, stated his regret that the occurrence 
bad ha]>|H'ned, because he deemed it unfortunate for the peoi)le of the south at that time. Da- 
vis replied, referring to the assassination, "Well, general, I don't know; if it were to be; done 
at all, it wevk-httter that it were well done ; and if the same had been done to Andy Johnson, 
the beast, and to Secretary Stanton, the job would th»'n bo complete.^* 

AiTonipli.shed as this man was in all the arts of a conspirator, lie was not equal to the task — as 
happily, in the g«H»d providence of God, no mortal man is — of concealing, by any form of words, 
any jrpRt crime whic 11 he may have meditAted or perpetrated either against his government or his 
felli»\v-in**n. It was doubtless furthest from Jetferson Davis's pur])ose to make confession, and 
jet li(ili(] make a confession. His guilt demanded utterance; thatdemand hecould notrcsist; 
therefi)re lii.s words proclaimed his guilt, in spite of his purpose to conceal it. He said, '* if it 
were to he done, it were hetttr it were u ell dune.'"' Wotild any man ignorant of the conspiracy 
be Hhle to devise and fashion such a form of speech as* that ? Had not the President been mur- 
deri**!? Had he not n?ason to believe that the Secretarv of State had be<!n mortally wounded ? 
let he was not satisfied, but was compelled to say, *' it were better it were well done'' — that is to 
tty, all that had been agreed to be done had not been done. Two days afterwards, in his con- 
versatiun with Breckinridge, he not only repeats the, same form of expression, " if it were to 
be dime, it wtiw better it were lodldone^^' but adds these words : **And if the sanu; had been done 
t** Andy Johnson, the lieast, and to Secretary Stanton, the job \\o\x\^thenbe compUte.y He 
Would acTe])t the assassination of the President, the Vice-President, of the Secretary of State 
*nil the Secretarv of War, as a complete execution of the "job" which he had given out upon 
contraet, nnd which he hud "made all right," so far as the pay was concerned, by the do- 
"Pauhi-s he had sent to Thompson by Surratt, one of his hired assassins. WhattivcT may be 
tbecitnvietion of others, my own conviction is that .retferson Davis is as clearly proven guilty 
of thi.-i cuuspiracy as is John Wilkes Booth, by whose hantl Jefferson Davis intjictcd the mortal 
wound upon Abraham Lincoln. His words ofintcjnsc; hate, and rage, and disappointment 
^^ not to Irt' overlooked — that the assassins had not done their work icell ; that they had not 
Bumf^^.(j i,j ri>v,i)iii^ the peoiile altogether of their C(institutii)nal Kxecutiveand his advisers; 
*^"'";nce he exclaims, "If they had killed Andy Johnson, the beast!" Neither can he con- 
ceal his chagrin and disappointment that the war minister of the republic, whose energy, 
*Df«)rnii)iiijjp iutegrity, sleeph»ss vigilance, and executive ability had organiz(^d day by day, 
^onth })y nirmth, and year by year, victory for our arms, had escaped the knife of the hired 
assavtsii,^. The job, says this procun*r of assassination, wttsnot well done; it had hni'.u better 
*J bad Ijeen well done! Because Abraham Lincoln had been clear in his greiit otfice, and had 
*^<d the nation's life by enforcing the natiim's laws, this traitor declares he must be mur- 
*^ ; because Mr. Seward, as the foreign secretarv t»f the country, ha<l thwarted tlii^ pur- 
j****> of treason to j»Iunge his country into a war with Kngland, he must be murdered ; because, 
P^'^ the nuirdcr of Mr. Lincoln, Andrew Johnson would succecfl to the presidency, and be- 
j ^^^ be had been true to the Constitution and government, faithful found amon^ the faith- 
j^ ** '*f his own State, clinging to the falling pillars of the republic when others had tied, he 
cK^*** be murdered ; and because the Secretary of War had taken care, by the faithful dis- 



^*xZ 



jj^ |?o ot his duties, that the reimblic should live and not die, he must be murdered. Inas- 
8tA^ as these two faithful officers were not also assassinated, dj^sumingthat the Secretary of 
\^^^* was mortally wounded, Davis could not conceal his disap])ointnient and chagrin that 
^^^urk was not "well done," that "the job was not complete^" 



1038 KEPORT OF THE SECRETARY OP WAR. 

npiratorR in Cnnndn, the apv^oinr'nt and com) li nation nmon^ them wan to kill and mnrdB 
Abraham IJncoln, William II. ^^(•wa^il, Andrew Johnson, Uiv'tsps S. Grants Edwin M. Stan 
ton, and others of liis advisiTs, and not to kidnap ttuMii; it a|ii)ears from t^very uLterancec 
John Wilkfj* Hooth, as well as troin the Charlrs Selhy h*ttcr, of which mention will prcmitl 
be niAiIe, that, as early as NovemlKT, the proposition widi him was to kill and mnTuer, nott 
kidnap. 

Since the first exaniinntiim of Conover, who testified, as tlie court will romemher, tomn 
impDitant facts a<;>;ainst thi.<>c conspirarors and u^c-ntsof Davisin (.'anada — amon(* others tl 
terrible and fiendish ]dot disclosed by ThdinpsoTi. Pallen, and others, that they had H:$certuu 
the volume of water in theresiMvoirsupjilyinpNew York city, estimated the quantity of poif!f 
required to rend«*r it <hadly, and iiiuiiilid thus to poison a whole city — Conover returned; 
Canada, by direction of this court, tor the purpost> of obtaininpr certain documentary orideDC 
Tliere, about the Mi of June, be nut ih-verloy Tucker, Saiiilcrs, and other conspinitO!$. ai 
converse<l with them. Tiicker declared that Secretarv Stanton, wluun he denounced as " 
scoundrel," and •ludjre Holt, whom he called "ablooilthirsty villain," ** could protect thei 
selves as h»nff as th<-v remained in i)ihce by a i^uard, but that would not always bo thecas 
and, by the jh>ernal, hc'had a lai«re acctaint to y-etile with them." After this, the«'vidi-nce 
Conover hero bavins: bet'U publi>h(Mi, the.«e paitii-s called upon him and asked ium wheth 
ho ha<1 been to \Vas)nn«;:ton, and hnd t<stifieii bet'ore this court. Conover dmied it ; tl« 
insisted, and took him to a room, when', with diawu pistols, they compelled him to cunMr 
to make an nlVuhivit that he ha<l bi on falsely [iersonated here by another, and tli.it he wou 
niako that atfidavit bet'ore a Mr. Kerr, who would witnos it. Thev then culled in Mr. Ke 
to certify to the public that Conover had made such a d« nial. They also coniiM-lh-d this w; 
ness to furnish tor publication an atlveitisennnt otVerinjr a reward of five liundred •bjllarsf 
the arrest of the "infamous and perjured scounilnl" who had recently personated .lunifts V 
Wallace uinler the name of .Sanl'ord Conover, and tesiifie«l to a li-sue of falsehoods before tl 
militarv commission at Wa.shinjrton, which a«lviMtisemont was published in the pajH'rs. 

Tti these tacts Mr. Coiu)ver now testiti«'S, and also di!sclo>es the tHct that these <auiei]M 
published, in the repeat of the procrediiij^^s betore .ludjre iSmiih, an atfidavii purpoiiii)<^ to I 
lUs, but which he never made. Theafiidavit which he intact made, and which wa'^ pul»l«ln 
in a newspa])er at that time, produced here, is set out substantially upon your record, ai 
agrees with the testimony Ujtou tlu^ >ame point jjfiven by him in this court. 

To suppose that ('(mover ever maile such an athdavil Viduni,arily as the < me w run p fro 
him as stated is imi>i>ssible. Would he adverti>e for his own arrest nntl charjre hinisflf wi 
falsely ]m isonaiiuji: himself.' Jiut the fact cannot evade observation, that w hen these fuil 
conspiratiMS saw Conover's te««iimony bef»»re this court in the publie prints, revcaliii},' to ti 
world the atrocious jdots of ihi'se telon cuns)iiiutors, conseious of the truthfulne^^s of hisfitat 
meuts, they cast about at t»nce for some dflence betV»re the public, and devised \h*' loolUhai 
stupid invention of compeUin<^ him to make an affidavit that he was not Sanfoid Counver,wi 
not in this court, never pjave this testimony, but was a practicing lawyer in Montreal! Tli 
infamous proceeding, coupled with the evidence before detailed, stamps these ruffian plotte 
with the guilt of this conspiracy. 

John Wilkes Hooth having entered into this ccmspiracy in Canada, tks has bw-u shown,! 
early as October, he is next found in the city of New Ytuk on the 11th day, as I chiiifli) 
Novend>er, in <lisguise, in conversution with another, the conversation disclosing ti»tliewi 
noss, Mrs. Hudspeth, that they hail some matter of pers<inal interest between iheui : thaliipo 
one of them the lot had falh'U to go to Wa-^hiugton — upon the other to g«» to Ni-wheiii. TK 
witness, u]M»n being shown the ]diotogrii])h of ]h»oth, swears " that the face is thi? saiw*"' 
that <»f one of those nu:n, who >he says was a young man of education and culture, as a) 
{learetl by his c(»nversation, au<l who had a scar like a bite near the jaw-bone. It is a fa' 

J)roved here by the ^Surgeon (iiMieral that riooth had such a scar on the side of his ni?ck. Mr 
ludspeth beard him say he would leave for Washingt«m the day after to-morrow. Hiscou 
pauion appeared angry because it had not I'allen on him to go to Washington. This toe 
j)hice after the pr(^sidenlial election in November. She cannot fix the precise «late, hul.-'U^ 
shewast«»ld that (ieneral IJutler left New Y'orkon that day. The testimony discloses rbnt(i«'' 
eral Butler's army was on t he i 1 th of Nijvember leaving New York. The register of theNaiiiSi 
Hotel shows that Booth left Washiugrt>n on the early morning train, November 11, and il> 
he returned to this city on the i4th. Chester testifies ]u)sitively to Booth's presence iu Nf 
York early in Nt>vend)er. This testimony shows mo>t conclusively that Booth w as iu N*^ 
Y'ork on t'lie J Ith November. The early morning train on wliicli he left Washington wou 
reach New York early in the afternoon of that day. Chester saw him there early in Xovci 
ber, and Mrs. Hudsoeth not oidy identities his pictun-, biU desciibes his |M*rs(m. Tliesf! 
upon his neck near liis jaw was [)eculiar and is well described by the witness as like a bit 
On that day BtKith had a letter in his possession which he accidentally droppird in the stre 
car in tlie presence of Mrs. Hudspeth, the witness, who delivered it to Major (general Dixt 
same day, and by whom, as his letter on file before this court shows, the same was tnu 
mitted to The War Department November 17, lr<()4. That letter contains these words: 

**DK.\it LoL'l.s: The time has at last <'ome that we have all so wished fur, and upon J 
everything depends. As it was deciiled before you left wo were to cast lots, we uccordinG 
did BO, and you are to be the Charlotte Corday of the 19th century. When yuu remcml 
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fearful, solemn vow that was taken by as, joa will feel there is no drawback. Abe must 
, and now, ' You can choose your weapons — the cup^ the kn\fe^ the bullet. The cup failed 
ODce, and might again. Johnson, who will give this, has been like an enraged demon 
» tbe meeting, because it has not fallen upon him to rid the world of the monster ' * 
1 know where to find your friends. Your disguises are so perfect and complete that 
hoiit one knew yOur facet no police telegraphic despatch would catch you. The English 
itlei^, Harcourt, must not act hastily. Kemember he has ten days. Strike for your 
te: mkke for your country ; bide your time, but strike sure. Get iutroduced ; congratu- 
! binrf listen to his stories ; (not many more will the brute tell to earthly frieuds;) do 
rthiug but fail, and meet us at the appoiuted place within the fortnight. Yon will proba- 
hear from me in Washington. Sanders is doing us no good in Canada. 
^ **CHAS. SELBY." 

rhe learned gentleman, (Mr. Cox,) in his very able and carefully-considered argument 
defence of O'Laughlin aud Arnold, attached importance to this letter, and doubtless 
7 clearly saw its bearing upon the case, aud then^fore undertook to show that the wit- 
18, Mrs. Hudspeth, must be mistaken as to the pitrson of Booth. The gentleman assumes 
it tbe letter of (iuneral Dix, of the 17th of Xuveiiiber last, transmitting this letter to the 
ir Department, reads that the party who dropped the letter was heard to say that he would 
rt to Washington on Friday night next, although the word "next" is not in the letter, 
ther 'lA it in the quotation wlucb the geuth'inan makes, for he quotes it fairly ; yet he con- 
dea that this would he the IHth of November. 

!fo\r, ihe fact is, the 11 th of November last was Friday, and the register of the National 
tel bears witness that Mrs. Hudspeth is not mistaken ; becnuse her langUHge is, that 
oth said he would leave for Washington day after to-morrow, which would bo Sunday, 
i3th, and, if in the evening, would bring him to Washington on Monday, the 14th o£ 
vember, the day on which the register shows he did return to the National Hotel. As to 
improbability which the gentleman raises, on the conversation happening in a street car, 
wded with people, there was nothing that transpired, although the conversation was 
Ttest, which enabled the witness, or could have (enabled any one, in the absencxj of this 
ter, or of tlie subs<Mnient conduct of Booth, to form the least idea of the subject-matter of 
ir conrcniiation. The gentleman doel not deal altogether fairly in%is remarks touching 
letter of General Dix ; because, upon a careful examination of the letter, it will be found 
•the did not form any such judgment as that it was a hoax for the Sunday Mercury, but 
look care to forward it to the department, and a^ked attention to it ; when, as appears by 
'textiniony of the Assistant Secretary of War, Mr. Dana, the letter was delivered to Mr. 
»coln, who considered it important enough to indorse it with the word '* Assassination," 
1 file it in his oflice, where it was found after the commission of this crime, and brought 
this court to bear witness against his assassins. 

^though this letter would imply that the assassination spoken of was to take place 
edily, yet the parity was to bide his time. 'Ihough he had entered into the preliminary 
Uipemeuts in Canada, although conspirators had doubtless agreed to co-operate with him 
^e eoiumidsion of the crime, and lots had bei^n cast for the chief part in the bloody 
^yet it remained for him, as the leader and principal of the hired assassins, by whose 
'd their employers were to strike the murderous blow, to collect about him and bring to 
«hiijnfton buch persons as would be willing to lend themselves for a price to the horrid 
^aud likely to give the necessary aid and support in its ccmsummation. The letter de- 
^ thut Abraham Lincoln must die, and noir, meaning as soon as the agents can be em- 
r^ aud the work done. To that end you will bid«^ your time. But, says the gentleman, 
otild not have been the same conspiracy charged here to which this lettt?r relers. Why 
• It is charged here that Jiooth, with the accused and others, conspired to kill and mur- 
Abraliam Lincoln — that is precisely the conspiracy disclosed in the letter. Granted that 
parties on trial had not then entered into the combination ; if they at any time afterward 
^^ iuto it they became parties to it, and the conspiracy was still the same. But, says 
S^ntleuian, the words of the letter imply that the conspiracy was to be executed within 
tortuijrht. Booth is directed, by the name of Louis, to meet the writer within the fort- 
W. It by no means follows that he was to strike within the fortnight, because he was to 
'this co-C(mspirat4>r within that time ; and any such conclusion is excluded by the words 
'de ?our time." Even if the conspiracy was to be executed within the fortnight, and 
'not 80 executed, and the same party, Booth, aftenvards, by concert and agreement with 
accused and others, did execute it by "striking sure" and killing the President, that act, 
•never done, would be but the execution of the same conspiracy. The letter is couclu- 
' evidence of so much of this conspiracy as relates to the murder of President liincoln. 




^ Grant, and Secretary Stanton. 
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j»iv*» you a^ mnrli inoiiov as you want ; but first you must swear to stick by me. It w in 
thi^oi'l business." Tliis ynu nrv told by tlic acTUsed was (-arly iu March la8t. Tln« gnilt 
bears witiu-ss aprainst itM'lt". 

Wi' tind rmotli in N<-w York in NoviMubor, l)econd>or, and January, urffinjr Chester to 
enter into this cnnibinaiion, assuriii(r him tliat there was money in it; that tlii'y had ^'fnmds 
on tlie utlier side;" rliat if he wtiuld only partieipate in it he wouhi never want for niODer 
while he livedf and all that was asked of him was to stand at and open the h»ck dtttr oj 
Ford'« Thratre. Jhioth, in his int«ni«'ws with Cliester, confesses tliat he is trithtt^ mvttf 
hinimif, and alh»ws C'he«»ter l«» reimlmrse him the lifty dollars which he (H<»oth) ha«! \m\s- 
niitled to him in a lettrr for the purpose <»f payinjr his exjU'iises to Wa.shin;rton as uniMittbn 
])ai ties to this coii^piuicv. Hooth told him, althon;rh he hiuHelf was jH'nnili**ss, **tAf« ii 
viuniy ill this — we have tViends on tin* otlM-r side ;" and if vim will but enj^age, 1 idlil have 
three thousand dollars ilepooited at once foi the use of your tauiily. 

Failinjr to secure the services «if Ciiester, hecauM- his soul recoiled with abhi»rremv from 
the foul work of a<Mi«siiiaiion and murder, he found more willing instrunu>nis iu utLors 
wh«»m he ffutherrd about iiim. Mi-n to commit tiie assas-inatious, horsc-s to seeure s|«inlr 
and certain escajie, weir to be piovided, and t«» th's end Hooth, with an energy worthy ut a 
better cause, applies him.Tlf. For this latter ]iurpo«.e he t»»ld Chester he liad alreu/ly «?x- 
nendt'd tive thousand di»llars. In tin- latter part of Noveudier, IHH. lie vi>its<'harle.s eoiiDlj, 
^biryland. ami is in company with «»iie of tin- piiMiuer-*, Dr. Samutd A. Mudd, with whom 
he lodjr'*d over ni^dit, and throujrh whom he pmcuies of lianhier one of the si'veral W'lS 
which weie at his di><po>al, an<l used hy liim and his co-conspiraturs in Washington ou the 
ui^bt (d* the assa>siiuitiou. 

Siiue time iu .hinuarv la>t, it i?. in trstimony. that tlie pris«»n«*r Mmld introduced l?<N»th to 
John II. Surratt ami the ^^it1u■ss Weitdiu.aun ; that H< oth invited them to the National Hutfl; 
that wh<-n there, in the room to ^\hie]i Hooth took them. Mudil UfUt out into th<' iMts>ai.n'., 
called iJoolh out, ami had a private eonversafion with him. b-aviufr tin* witni"<«* and J^anatt 
in the room. I'pon their return to the room, liootli wi ut out with Surratt, ami, U|><)a their 
coming* in, all thiee ( liooth, Suiiatt, and Sanuu'l A. Mtuld) went out to^rether and haO a 
convi'rsaii«»n in the jiassjijrf, leaviujr the witness alour. \'\t to the time i»f tiiis inteniew it 
Hccms that m-ithrr tlieiviiiii-.x.N nor Surrail had any kni»wled;jre of IJooth, as they werft then 
inlro«lu<eil to him bv Dr. Mu<id. Whether Surratt had. in tact, previouslv known B«»r»lh it 
is not important to injpiirr. Mudd de«'uu-d it neees.Nary, prrhaps a wi-^e precaution, loiiitni- 
diu-e Suiralt to Hooth; he aUti (heimd it ne»i's>arv to have a private conver>atinu wi:h 
Booth shortlv afliMwauls, and <bn'ctlv upon that to have a eonver>ation tojretber with B«H'th 
and Suiralt aloiu'. liad this conviT-atioii. no p.irt id' which was hi-ard by the wilne-'S. iMfii 
jMM-fectly innocent, it is n<»t to Ik- presume»l tliat I)r. Mmld, who was an entiri* straiijier to 
\Veiehmann, w«inld Imve lU-rna d it nei-rx^arv to hoM the conversation secretlv. nor to have 

ft m • 

vtdunieeied to tril the witness, or ialh«-r pnlenil to tell him, what the conversation wu>:ytt 
he did say to the witness, upon their return to the ronm, by way of apolopy, I MipjmsC. 
for the piivacv of the conversation, that I^-oth had some privat** business with hiai. ah^ 
wished to jiuivhase hi> farm This silly dr\ ice, a*> i< idieu tin- ca<e in att«'inpts at d»*c«-j'ti«'n, 
failed in the exeeiiliiui : l»»r it remains to bi- 'ihown how ila- fuet that Mudd had privat<- bu.<i- 
n«'ss with Bo(»th, and that lioorh wished t«> pureha^i* his tarm, made it at all uec«'s>ary, or 
even i»ro]ier, that they should both vuluniit-r to e.iil out Sunail, who up to that moaieaiwH/ 
H .slianHrtr to liootli. What had Surni't tjuln wirli Hoorli's purchase <if Mudd's farm .' And 
if it was mees^arv to wiilulraw and talk bv tht'in.-elvcs secretlv about the sale of the fuiui, 
whv iijiould tia-v di^cl">e tin- fact Ut the v«'i v man from wh»»m tla-v had cianvaled it .' 

• • • • • 

Cjuin the rt'luin of tlnsr thief panics to tla* loom, tla-y seated thciiiselvi-s at a t;jble, ftnu 
upon the back of an cn\clo[»c pM=oth traced lines with a pencil, indicatimr, as the witui'?* 
states, the direction (d" r»iads. Why was ilii^ dtuie .' As liiioih had been previously iu thul 
sectitui of ciMintry, as the pris-tner in his dcfcm-e has taken {jieat pains to show, it w;is*'cr« 
tainlv not necoMirv to aiivrhim' eouiiecteil with the purcha«(> of Mudd's I'arni that at thttt 
tini(> he should be indicaiiii;; the ■liieitiou of louiis to or from it : nor is it mad<' to a}>piar, l>7 
anythinjr iJ» this testimony, how it come> that Surratt. as the witness testitii-s. se».'uied to be 
as much interested in (he marking out of these road- as Mudil or Hooth. Jt dofs not appi'tf 
that Suriatt was in anywise connected with or intcMsted in tiie sale of Mutld's farm. Fruin 
nil that has transpired since this meeting: at the hi>(el, it would seem that lbi» ])lottin[r the 
roads was inteuijed, not -o much to show the rt»ad to Mudd's faim. as to point out the short- 
est and safest route tor tli;::ht liom the capital, by the hous»*s oi all the parties to this con- 
spiracy, to their *' ti lends on tlie other si»le.*' 

Hut, says tlie learned jrentleman. (.Mr. Kwiupr. ) in his very able arjrmnent in defeuee of 
this prisiMier, why should Hooth (h'termiia- that his tlijrht shouM In* thioiiixii (.'hailes county? 
The answer must be t»iivi(Mis. upon a moment's letlection, to every man, and couhl not |i««- 
sibly liave escajied the notice oi the c(»unsel hiuiselt", hut for the reason that bis zeal for Iiis 
client constrained him to oveilook it. It was ab»olutcly essential thai this murderer shedlil 
hav(> his co-conspirators at convenient ]>oints aloii;; his route, and it dix's not appear in 
evirlence that by the route t«i his friends, wlai had then tied from Hichmoud, which thi- gen- 
tleman (Mr. Kwiu«^) indicates as the more direct, but of which there is not the sligiiicjtt 
evidence w hatever, Booth had co-conspirators at an Cfprnl distance troin Washiug^ton. The 
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Mtimony disrloses, fnrther, that on the route selected hv him for his flipht there is a larpe 
opaUtiuu that would bo most likelj to favor and aid him in tlie executi<m of his wicked 
Kupoite, and in making his escape. J3ut it U a sufficient answer to the gentleman's (question, 
bat Booth*8 co-couspirator Mudd lived in Charles couTity. 

To return to the mt^ting at the hotel. In the light ot other facts in this case, it must be- 
ome clear to the court that this secret meeting between Hooth, Surmtt, and Mudd was a 
onfi'itrDce looking to the execution of this conspiracy. It so impressed thn prisom-r — it so 
mpre^sed his counsel, that they deemed it necessary and absolutely essential to their defence 
oattfQipt to destroy the credibility of the witness Wi'ichmann. 

Imav say hen*, in passing, that they have not attemi)ted to impeach his general reputation 
or truth by the testimony of a single witness, nor Imvo they impeached his testimony by 
laUiiipamngle witness to discredit one mati'rial i'act to which ho has testified in this issuo. 
Failing to tind a breath of suspicion against Weichmaun's character, or to contradict a single 
Ml to which he testified, the accused had to fly to the last resort, an alibij and very eamesUy 
!id the leiirned counsel devote himself to the task. 

It'ii not material whether this niK^tiug in the hotel took place on the 23d of Dtfcember or 
n Janiiury. But, says the counsel, it was atter the ciMumencemeut or close of the congres- 
liooal liDliday. That is not material; but the concurrent resolution of Congress shows that 
ieholi<luy commenced on the 2*2d Decj-mb»T, the day before the accused spent ^he evening 
n Washington. The witness is not certain abcmt the date of this meeting. The material 
act is, did (his meeting take place — either on the 23d of December or in January last? 
[^eretbe private interviews there held, and was the ajjology made, as detailed, by Mudd and 
Booth, after the secret conference, to the witness ? That the meeting did take place, and that 
klodd did explain that these secret interviews, with iJooth tirst, and with Booth and Surratt 
iiwctly afterward, had relation to the sale of his farm, is confessedly admitted by the en- 
Kavoruf the prisomT, through his counsel, to show that negotiations had been going on 
WwHru Booth and Mudd for the sale of Mndd's farm, li' no such meeting was held, if no 
wch explanation was made by Mudd to Weichmann, can any man for a moment believe that 
Jwitne-is would have been called here to give any testimony about Booth having negotiated 
JrMudd's t'ann .' What conceivable connexion has it with this case, except to show that 
■odd's explunati«m to Weichmann for his extraordinary conduct was in exact accordance 
Jtii the fact / Or was this testimony about the negotiations for Mudd*s farm intended to 
h«wgorlos<i an intimacv and intercourse with Booth that Mudd could not fail to recofjuize 
'fQ when hi' c^ime flying for aid to his house from the work of assassination / It would be 
Uiuticc to the able counsel to suppose that. 
^1 have said that it was wholly immaterial whether this conversation took place on the 23d 

I)«*mber or in January ; it is in evidence that in both those; months Booth was at the 
^iioDul Hotel; that he occupied a room there; that he arrived thereon the 22d and was 
*^on the 2:W of December last, and also on the i2th day of January*. The testimony of 
P witness is, that JU»oth said he had just come in. Su[)pose this conversation took plaee in 
^Djlter, on the evening of the 23d, the time when it is j)roved by J. T. Mudd, the witness 
' tli6 accused, that he, in company with ^>amuel A. Mudd, spent the night in Washington 
y. Is there anything in the testimony oi' that or any other witness to show that tho ac- 
4id did not have and could not have had an interview with Jiooth on that evening i J. 

Mudd testities that he separated from the prisoner, Samuel A. Mudd, at the National 
J>teleaily in the evening of that day, and did not me(*t him again until the aa'used came 

for the night at the J*ennsylvania House, where h(? stopped. Where was Dr. Samuel A. 
*dd during this intenaW What does his witness know about him during that time? 
>w can he say that Dr. Mudd did not go up on Seventh stritet in company with Booths 
^D at the National ; that he did not on Seventh street meet Surratt and Weichmann ; that 

did not r»"turn |o the National Hotel ; that he did not have this interview, and afterwards 
iethim, the witness, as he testities, at the Pennsylvania House? Who knows that the 
Qgredsional holiday had not in fact commenced on that day? What witness has Ix'en 
lltd to prove that Booth did not on either of those occasions occtipy the room that had for- 
rriy been oecupii.'d by a member of Congress, who had temporarily vacated it, leaving his 
ok* there .' Weichmann, 1 repeat, is not positive as to the date : he is only positive as to the 
Jl; and he disclosed voluntarily, to this court, that the date could probably be fixed by a 
erence to the register of the Pennsylvania House: that register cannot, of course, bo con- 
uivf of whether Mudd was there in January or not, for the very good reason that the pro- 
ctor admits that he did not know Saumel A. Mudd, therefore Mudd might have registered 

any other name. Weichmann does not pretend to know that Mndd had registered at alL 
Mudd wa.s here in January, as a party to this conspiracy, it is not at all unlikely that, 
M did register at that time in the presence of a man to whom he was wholly unknown, hia 
umau not tlien being with him, he would register by a false name. But if the int(>rview 
k place in Decenil>er, the testimony of Weichnmnn bears as strongly against the accused 
if It had hapjiened in January. Weichmann says he does not know what time was occur 
d in this interview at the National Hotel ; that it probably lasted twenty minutes ; that, 
JT the private interviews between Mudd and Surratt and Booth, which were not of very 
r duriiCiou* had terminated, the parties went to the Pennsylvania House, where Dr. Mudid 
r luoina, and after sitting together in the common sitting-room of the hotel, they left Di. 

6C w 
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Mud<l there aliont ton oVlock p. m., who romiiined diirinp th*» niprht. Weichnwn 
moiiy U-avi's no doubt tliiit thin fnc<'tiii^ on St-vcntli Htnrt and interview at the Nat! 

JilucH* afii'r daik, iiud termiuut<'d liei'ori' or alniut ten o'cluc-k p. ni. H'ln own witb 
4ii<Kl, nf'u>r htiitinf^ that he sepaiutcd from tlie aci'iised at the Nationai Ilutel, sa} 
had (;ot through a C'onver^ation with a pc^'nth-nian of hi!« acquaintance, he walked 
avenue, went to heveral elolhinjr storvs, and *' uff«-r awiiile'" walked i(»inid to the 
vania Hiaise, and ** verv so<»n alter '* he jrot tlx-re Dr. Mudd eame in, and they wi 
shoitly at t<'i wards. What tinse he npent in his *'v^alk alone** on tlie avenue, ] 
clothinpr; what period he emhraces in the tt'nuH "after awhile," when lie returm 
I\;nnMlvMnia House, and ** ecim alter" whi<"h Dr. I^ludd pot theiv, the witness do 
close. NritlM-r doi'N he iutimati', nnu-h Us.s t<'stity, thut he t>aw I.ir. Mudd when} 
ternl the IVnnsylvania House on that nipht after their st-pitrntiou. IIow does he I 
B(N»th and Surratt and Weicliuiaun did not accompany >^auiuel A. Mud«l to that 1 
eveniiipf f How does he know that the prisoner and thoH«* persons did not convent 
pome time in the hittlnpf-room of the IN-nnsylvaina Hotel ! Jeremiah Mudd has u< 
that he met Poetor Mudd in that hiomi. or that he was in it hiinsi'if. He liait, 
sworn to the tact, which is di>prove«l by n«» «uie, that ilie ]irisoner was separates! 
Kmp enoujtfh thut evenin*? to have had tiie n.eetinjr with liooth. Surratt, und \V« 
and the iniervie^^s in the National Hotel, and at the IVunsyivunia House, to whl 
niann has testiticrd f Who is there to disprove it .' Of what iniiM)rtance is it whet 
on the llM dav of Decemlxr or in .lanuarv ! How does that litff'Ct the eietlihi;ilv < 

V ft m 

niann ? He is a man, as 1 havi> liet ore said, H;rainst whos(> reputation lor tnith 
conduct thev have not heen ahl«' to hrinj;^ one witness. If this nan'tinfr diii hy ] 
take ))Iace that ni<^ht, is there anyihi!i«rto render it improhahle that J^cMith and 
Surratt did have the conversation at the National Hotel to wliich Weichinnnn teyt 
what iiviiil, therefore, is the attempt to prove that Mudd was m»t lure duriu«r .lun 
was clear that he was heie on the M'M of Dfcnnher, IrHU, and liail this conversi 
liootli 1 That this attempt to pr«ive an ttiihi i]iir\i\*r .lutiuary has failetl. is (piite e 
is tlur proof of the fact that the prisoia-r was Iumc vu the evening o/ the *J:>d of 1 
und ]ireseni in the National Hotfl, wIkmi- Ifooth stopped. The fact thai the piis«mi 
A. MmM, v.i'iit with .I.T. Mudd on that ev(>nin(r to the National Hotel, iiiid there 
fnun liim, i^ proved hy lii< own witne-s, .). T. ^luild; and thtit> he did not rejoin 
tliey n'tire«l to bed in the IN-nnsvi vania Hiuise is proved hy the .saui«' witne*'*, a 
dieted hy nuhody. Does any one supj)o.m' there woiihl havii liren siu*h as^idiioi 
prov«' that the pris<iner was with his kinsman all the tina^ on the *-i'M ot Dij'eiuber 
m^rtou, if tiM-y liad not known that Hooth wart then at the Natiomil Jiotej. and that 
of the itrisotier with Ihuah, Sunatt, and Weichmann on that day wiaild corrohorut 
firm ^^ eiehmainrs testimony in every material statement he niad(> concerniujr that 

The accUM'<l having; sijrnally tailed to uceount tor his ahsenee after lie separate 
witness, J. T. Mu(hl, eaily in the evening of the *i:kl ol' Lh'cemher, at flie Natioj 
until they had a;rain metal the lVnn»iylvania H»»um', when they retipMl Ut rest, 1 
tempts to prove an tilihi as to the month of .lanuarv. In this he has tailed, us h 
thentt<Mii]>t to (show that he could not have met Uootii, t:>urrHtt, and Weiohmanu > 
of Deceniher. 

For this pui-post' the accusi'd calls IVtty Wiushiupton. She had Iv^n at Mu( 
every ui«rht since the M»)nday after Christmas last, except when here at ctmrt. am 
the prisnner, Mudd, has only l»ccu away from home three nights during that ti 
witness for'rets that Mudl has nt»t heen at home any nijrht or day since this coun s 
Neither does she accinmt for the three ni^rhts in which she swears to his absence t 
I'irsi, shi* says he went to UardnerV party ; secoiul, hew»*nt to (iiesbon/, then t'.» 
ton. kShi* <hies ii<»t know in what month lie was away, the second time, all nij^bt. 
knows where he went, from what he and his wile saitl, whieh is not evidence ; br 
testify that wluii he left home and >\as absent over ni^jfht, the second time, u was 
or three weeks after she eame to his house, which wtmld, if it wen* three week*, n. 
about the l."th rif .Janmiry, IHif^; because she swears she came to his house on the 
day atter Christmas last, which was the '.itJth day (»f Deceudier ; so that the I.'ub < 
would be three weeks, less <uie tlay, fnun that time; and it mipht have been a wt 
aceordinir to her testimony, as, also, it mij;ht havt* been a week earlier, or more, 
niauu's testimony, for he is not positive as to the time. What I havo said of the 
the IVnn.sylvania House, the head<juarti*rs of Mudd and Atzerodt, I need not L 
That record prov(?s nothinjr, save that Dr. Mudd wsis there on thi' 2:kl of Decemt. 
as we have seen, is a fact, alonjj with others, to show that the meeting at the Na 
took place. 1 have also called th«' attention o\' the court to the fact that if Mudd ' 
Louse af;:ain in January, and tlid not re^ri^ter his name, that fact proves nothing 
did, the register only proves that he registered tal.-*<'ly ; either of which fm-is miphi 
pcned without the km)wledge of the witne>s called by the accused from that houi^c 
not know h^amllel A. Mudd personally. 

Tlie testimony of Henry L. Mudd, his brother, in support of this mlibi, is, tba 
oner was in Washington on the ii'Ad of March, and on the llUh of April, four i 
the miuder ! But he dues not account for the absent night in January, about n 
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Wa^liin(rtnn testifie.'). Thomas Davis vtah called for tho sanio pnrno.se, but stated that be 
WW liiinwit' abseut one nijjbt in January', after the 9tb of that nionlii, and ho. could not say 
whether Mudd was there on that uipht or not. He does toHtify to Mudd'H absence over ni<jht 
ihwi times, and fixes one occasion on the nij^ht of the 2(7tb of Januar}\ In consequence of 
hi«own absc'Uco one nifrht in January, this witness cannot account for the absence of Mudd 
on tltt* iii;rht referred to by I^tty Washington. 

Tlii-s matter is entitled to no further att(?ntii»n. It can satisfy no one, and tlie burden of 
prwf U \i\Hiu tlie prisoner to provt' that he was not in Washinpfton in January last. How 
ran such icstinionv convince any rtitioual man that Mudd was not here in January, a<r:iin.st 
the «'vuli'i.w of an uninipcached witne-^s, who swears that iSaniuel A. Mudd was in Wash- 
iiijrt"!! ill tin? uiontb of January .' Who that has been examined here as a witness knows 
that 1m was not ? 

The- llvy, Mr. Evans swears that he saw liim in Wasliinpton last winter, and that at tlio 
■auH* tliiie he saw Jiirhoe, the one coiiiinp out of, and the other p^oinj^ into, a house on JI 
etmi, wjiiih he was inf<»rnied on inquiry was the house, of Mrs. Sunati. JarluH? is tlie only 
witiK'MwIk'd to C(uitrwdi;*t Mr. Evau<, and h(» leaves it in extreme doubt whether he does 
Dot Mrniborate him, as he swears that he was here himself last winter or fall, but cannot 
itati' ex:u'tly the time. Jaib^M»'s silenci; on (ju«*stions touchinjr his own credibility leavej* no 
room for auy one to say that his testimony could impeach ^Ir. Kvans, whatever he might 
swi-ar. 

ilia Anna H. Surratt is also called for the purposes of impeach in ir^rr. Evans. It is suffi- 
cient to .say of her t«'stimony on that point tliat slu- swears neji^atively only — tliat she did 
nut swoither of the persons named at her mother's house. This testimony luither disproves, 
nor «l«'.-i it even tend to disprt»ve, the fact put in issue by Mr. Kv.ins. >io one will pretend, 
whatMvr the f<»rm of her expression in jjivinpc her testimony, that >hc could say more than 
thiit shi' did ni>t know the fact, a.s it was impossil>l(; that she coiiM kni»w who was, or who 
WW not, %t her mother's li««usi', casually, at a period so remote. It is not my ])urpusc, neither 
M it nifihiil here, to question in iiny way the inteyrrity of this younir woman. 

It i>fiirtluT in testimony that Samuel A. MmM was here on the :Jd dav of March last, tho 
«v priv»'«liiifr iIh* iiiau«^inrtti«»n, when JJooth wa-^ to strike th«? traitorous blow ; and it was, 
d«ibile>s, o:ily by the interj>o>ilion of that (iod who stands within the shadow and keeps 
watcli above his own, that the victim of this conspiracy was snared that <l.iv from the assas- 
•insiitind that he niiffht complete his work and see the salvation «if his country in the fall 
ofKicliiinuid and the surrender of its jrreat armv. I)r, Mudd was here on that dav (the 'Ml 
wjljirdi) ti) aN't, to encourajre. to nerve his c<t-conspiiator for the conpnission of this ^reat 
friu;*'. Uv wa< «'arrsed away hy tln' Jtwlul ]»uri>o>ie wiiieii possessed him, and ru-^hed into 
tbf room of Mr. Norton at the National Hi»tel in search of Booth, exclaiminjr excitedly: 
"I'lii mistaken : I thoujjht this was Mr. U«)oth's room." He is tohl Mr. Hoi>th is above, on 
tlifriK-xt floor. Hi.' is Ibllowed by Mr. Norf«»n, because of his rude and excited behavior, and 
will;: follow e<.l, con-^ciou-^ of hi> «ruilty einind. he turns aAvay, afraid of him.M-lf an<l afiaid to 
w I'jimd iu concert with his tellow confi-ilerate. Mr. Norton identities tin* prisoner, and 
kwumhuiht that Sauimd A. M«i'ld is the man. 

Tlif Rev. Mr. Evans also swears that, after the 1st and before the 4th day of >rarch last, 
p^i^fiTiHiu that within that tim«', and on tin* '2d or lid of March, he saw I.)r. Mudd drive 
intoWaNhinirtiiu eitv. Tlie endeavor is made bv the nccused, in order to break down this 
TUno-s liy provinjr another alUn, The sister of the accused, .Mi>s Fanny Mudd, is calknl. 
8lHM<'<tiHi'> tliat she saw the prisoner at breakfast iu her tathi-r's house on the* :id of March, 
ilkUit .Mi'cliH.'k in the morniii;j:, and not ajrain until the 'M of Marcli at nt)on. Mrs. Kniily 
iluiiJ swiravs .substantially tn li^e same slatenient. Jietty Washington, calhd for the accused, 
Wears that he was at home all <lav at work with her vu the 'Jd of March, and took break- 
iWai h.»!i!'». Frank Washiii«rinn swtrars that Mudd was at lmm»* all ilay : that he saw him 
*liHi lie liixt eauie out in the mi»rniup: ahout sunriM' from his own house, and knows that he 
V»s there ail tlay with them. Which is <'orrect, the testimony of liis sisters or the testimony 
of lii> >(.-rvunts .' Tin* .sisti-rs say that he was at their I'ather's house tor breakfa.-t on tho 
■•oniinjy of tlu' 'Jd t»f March ; the servants say h«' was at lumie tor breaktast with theui on 
ihtttday. If thi-s testimony is lolh»weil. it proves one w/iAi t»a) much. It is impossible, in 
theuutim- of ihin«rs, that the H'.stimony of all these f"ur witne^ses can b«* true. 

'S+iuff this weakness in the t«'>iimony broujrht to prove this second alihi^ the endeavor is 
B*st ujadc to disereilit Mr. Norti»n foi truth : and two witnesses, not more, are called, who 
^'i\\ that his reputation for truth has sutb red by conte<t«d litijratiou between one of theim- 
pttuhiufr witnesM's and others. Four witnesses are caUed, who testify that Mr. Norton's 
KPpntnrion for tnitb is very jtoikI; tliat ho. is a man of hif^h character for truth, and entitled 
tolw lM\ii.'ved whether la* sjieaks under the «>l.digaUtm of an oath or not. The latr Fostnuis- 
If f»eni*ral, Hon. Horatio Kiujr, not only sustains Mr. Norton as a man of j^(»od reputation 
fonurh, but expressly corroborates his t<stimony, by stating that in March last, about the 
4tliof Mareh, Mr. Norton told liim the same fact to which he; swears here: tliat a man came 
inlu his umm under excitement, alarmed Ids sister, was followed out by himself', and went 
iMn MiHirs inst4fdd of eoiiifr up ; nmX that Mr. Norton told him this la^fore the assassination, 
ind about tbv time of the inauguration. What motive had Mr. Norton at that time to fab- 
caie tiiid statcuieut I It detracts nothing from Lis testimony that be did not at that time 
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mention the name of tliis mnn to Lis friend, Mr. Kinpr ; becan^e it apnears from h» teitiBO| 
ny — and ttieri' iH nunc to muristion tlie triithfnlnoMs (»f hiH Ptatenient — tnut at that timeLe^ 
not know his nnnie. Neither i\ov» it take iwm the force of thi^ testimony, that Mr. Koitu 
did not, in coniniunicatiug thin matter to Mr. King, make mention of Bootfa^s ninir; bi 
ranse there Yitm nothing in the tranMnetion, at the time, he being ignorant of the name ( 
Mudd, and eijiially igiunant of the eonspirat-y ])et\vc('n Mudd and Booth, to give the )m 
occasion for aiiv nu-nti(Mi of Bonth nr of tht> tran>action further than as he detailed it. YTn 
MK-h eorrohoration, w)io can doubt the faet that Mudd did enter the ro(»m of Mr. Noitn 
and wns followed by him, on the ',U\ of March last I Can he be mistaken in the nu 
Whoever looks at ifie ])risoner earefiill y once will be siire to recognize him again. 

For the pr(.''ent I pahs from the consiileration of tlie testimony showing t>r. Mudd*0CO 
nexion with B(»oth in this conspiracy, with tlie remark that it is in evidence, and 1 tbii 
e8tal»li»>}ied, both by the testimony adduced by the ftroscH'ution and that )>y tire priM<iner, th 
Hinee the commencement of this rebellion Jidin H. (>unratt visited the prisoner's homH*; tt 
he concealed Surratt and other rebels and traitors in the woods near his honse, viherei 
several days he fuvnislied them with food and bedding; that the slielter of the woodi 
night and !>y day was the only shelter that tlie prisoner dare furnish there fricnHtf of his: tl 
in November Booth visite<] liim and remained overnight: that he accompanied Botithattl 
time to (lardner's, from whom lie purcha>ed i>ne of the liorses used on the night of the uo 
sination to aid the escape of oim- of his confederates ; tliat the prisoner had secret interrie 
with Booth and Surratt, as .sworn to bv the witness Weichmanu, in the Nntioual Hul 
whether on the iilJd <»f l>ecember or in .fauuary, is a matter of entire indifference; that 
rushed into Mr. Norton's room on the od of March in search of Booth; and that he wash 
again on the lOth of April, four days belbre the nmrder of the IVesident. Oflirscondi 
ath-r the assassination of the rresident, which is confirmatory of all this — his conspiring w 
Booth and his shelteiing, concealing, and aiding the flight of his co conspirator, this fr! 
assassin — I shall speak hereafter, leaving liim for the present with the remarK that theattea 
to prove his character has resulted in showing him in sympatliy with the rebellion, socr 
that he shot one of his slaves and declared his purpo^e to send several of them to work m 
rebel batteries in Kichmond. 

What others, besides .Samuel A. Mudd and John II. Surratt and Lewis Payne, did Boo 
after his leturn from Canada, induce to jtun him in this consjiiracy to murder the Preside 
the Vice-President, tlie Secntary t»f State, and the Lieutenant Ueneral, with the int 
tliereby to aid the n*belliou and overthrow the government and laws (»f the Uniietl States' 
On the lOth of February the prisoners Arnold and O'Laughlin cann' to Washington i 
took rooms in the house of Mrs. Vantyne : were armed ; wore there visited fieuneiitly 
John Wilkes Booth, and alone; were occasioiuilly absent whrti Booth calletl, wnoMen 
anxitms tor their return; woidd sometimes leave notes for them, and sometimes a reqn 
that when they came in they should l»e told to come to the stable. On the Ip'th of Ma 
last, when Booth played in "The Apostate," th«' witness, Mrs. Vantyne, received b 
O'Laughlin conipliuientary tickets. These persons remained there until the !^Otb-of Mar 
They were visited, so far as the witness kuiiws, during their stay at her house, only 
Booth, save that on a single occasion an unknown nuiu came to s<t! them, and remaii 
with them over night. They told the witness they v\ere in the "oil business.'* With Mo* 
the guilty purpose was sought to be concealed by declaring tliat he was in the "lanJlw 
ness;" with (Vliaughlin and Arnold it was attempted to be concealed by the pretence t 
they were in the "oil business." Booth, it is proved, had ch>sed u]i all connexion wiA 
business last September. There is not a word of testimony to show that the accw 
O'Laughlin and Arnold, ever invested or sought to invest, in any way or to any amoant, 
the oil business; their silly words betray them; they f<»rgot when they uttereil that ft 
statement that tiuth is strong, next to the Almiglity, and that their crime must find them* 
was the irrevocable and irresistible law of nature and of nature's (iod. 

One of their co-<'onspirators, known as yet only to the guilty parties to this diinmable{ 
and to the Infinite, who will unmask and avenge all blood-guiltiness, comes to bear vvitM 
unwittingly, against them. This unknown consjiirator, who dates his letter at South BrM 
Bridge, April (i, lr<I.'), mailed and jiostmaiked Ctmiberland, Maryland, and addre#e< 
John Wilkes Booth, by his initials, "J. W. B., National Hotel, Washington, D. Cn"i 
also in the "oil speculation." In that letter he says: 

** Friend Wilkes: I receiv<'d yours of March 12th, and reply as soon as practkrable. 
saw French, Brady, and others about the oil speculation. The subscription to the (t 
amounts to eight thousand dollars, and I add one thousand myself, which is about alll' 
stand. Now, when you sink your well, f^o detp enough; don't fail; everything dc|M 
upon you and your helpirs. U you cannot get through on your trip after you strike 
strike through Thornton Gap and across by Capon, Komney, and down the Branch. I 
keep you safe firom all hardships for a year. 1 am clear of all surveillance uow that infci 
Purdy is beat. • » » • • 

*'l send this by Tom, and if he don't get drunk you will get it the 9th. At all eyeati 
cannot be understood if lost. • * * • 

*'No more, only Jake will bo at Green's with the funds, (Signed) Loi< 
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liat this letter is nofc a fabrication \n made apparent by the testimony of PiirJy, whose 
M occurs iu the letter. He testified that he had been a detective iu the p^overnmeut scr- 
B, and that he had been falsely accused, as the letter recites, and put under arrest ; that 
w WM a noted rebel by the name of Green living at Thornton Gap ; that there was a ser- 
it, who drank, known as "Tom," in the neighborhood of South Branch liiidge; that 
re is an obscure route through the gap, and as descrilxnl in the letter; and that a man 
umonly called **I-^n" lives at South Branch Bridge. If the court are satisfied — and it is 
them to judge — that this letter was written before the assassination, as it purports to 
rehepn, and on the day of its date, there can be no questi(»n with any one who reads it that 
writ«»r was in the conspiracy, and knew tliat the time of its execution drew nigh. If a con- 
rit«ir, every word of its contents is evidence against every other party to this conspiracy. 
Riho can fail to understand this letter.' His words, **go d(*p enough," ** don't fail," 
frerything depends on you and your helpers,*' "if you cun't get through on your trip after 
ntirike oil, strike through Thornton Gap," &c., and " I can keep you safe from all hard- 
M for a year," necessarily imply that when he ^* strikes oil " there will be an occasion for 
fight; that a trip, or route, has ala^ady been determined upon; that he may not be able 
^through by tliat route; in which event he is to strike for Thornton Gap, and across by 
pon and Roniney, and down th(! branch, for the shelter which his co-conspirator offers 
a. "I am clear of all sur\'eillance now " — does any one doubt that the man who wrote 
«e words wishi»<l to assure Booth that he was no longer watclied, and tjiat Booth could 
irljrhide with him from his pursuers ? Does any one doubt, from the further expression 
ihij letter, "Jake will be at Green's with the tunds," that this was a part of the price, of 
>oil, or that the eight thousand dollars subscribed by others, and the one thousand addi- 
Dal, Hubscril>ed by the writer, were also a part of the price to be paid ? 
"Thpoil business," which was the d«Tlare<l business of O'Lauglilin and Arnold, was tho 
cltned business of the infamous writer of this letter; was the declared business of John H. 
natt; was the declared business of Booth himself*, as explained to Chester and Payne; 
\t**lke Imsiness" referred to in his telegrams to O'ljiughliu, and meant the nmrder of the 
Nident, of his cabinet, and of General Grant. The first of these telegrams is dated Wash- 
Jton, I'Mh March, and is addressed to M. O'Laughlin, No. 57 North Exeter street, Balti- 
)fe, Maryland, and is as follows : *' Don't you fear to negh'ct ytiur business ; you had 
iter come on at once. J. Booth." The telegraphic operator, Hoffman, who sent this de- 
itehfrum Washington, swears that John Wilkes Booth delivered it to him in person on the 
▼ of its date; and tho handwriting of the original telegram is established l)eyond question 
n that of Booth. The other telegram is dated Wasliiugton, March 27, addressed " M. 
Uoghlin, Esq., 57 North Exeter stre(;t, Baltimore, Maryland," and is as follows: "Get 
RdtoSam. Come on with or without him on Wednesday morning. We sell that day 
w; don't fail. J. W^ilkes Booth." The original of this teh»gram is also proved to Ih) in 
! handwriting of Booth. The sale referred to in this last telegram was doubtless the murder 
the President and others — tlie "oil s|)«-(Milation," iu which the writer of tho letter from 
Qth Branch Bridge, dated April 0, had taken a thousand dollars, and in which JSooth said 
Wwa** money, and Sanders said there was money, an<l Atzerodt said there was money. 
■ words of til is telegram, "get word to Sam," mean Samuel Arnold, his co-conspirator, 
lohjid l>cen with him during all his stay in AVashinglon, at Mrs. Vantyno's. These par- 
• to this conspiracy, after they had gone to Baltimore, had additional correspondence with 
HKh, which the court must infer had relation to carrying out the purposes ot their confede- 
ti«ii and agreement. The colored witness, Williams, testifiers that John Wilkes Booth 
ndod him a letter for Michael ()*Langhlin, and another for Sanuiel Arnold, in Baltimore, 
netime in March last ; one of which he delivered to O'Lauglilin at the theatre in Balti- 
>re, and the other to a lady at the do(»r where Arnold boarded in Baltimore. 
Their ttCT^'cmeut and co-oj>erarion in the common object having hwu thus established, the 
tff written to Booth by the i>risi)ner Arnold, dated March 27, IHI).'), the handwriting of 
Ittch is proved before the cimrt, and which was found in IWth's possession after the ^issas- 
wiou, h(*comes tcstinumy against O'Lauglilin, as well as against the writer Arnold, be- 
QMit is an act done in furtherance of their combination. That letter is as follows : 

**De\r John: Was business so important that you could not remain in Baltimore till I 
'f y^'Uf I came in as soon as I could, but found you had gone to Washington. I called 
fo to Ree Mikf, but learned from his mother he had gone out with you and had not 
"tnied. I concluded, therefon*, he had gone with you. How inconsiderate you have 
fo! Wlien I left you you stated that itc trould not tnret in a month or so, and therefore I 
^applicatiim for employment, an answer to which I shall receive during the w(;ek. I 
dmy parents I had ceas<!d with you. Can I, then, under existing circumstances, act es 
ureiinest f Yon know full well* that the government 8iisj)icions something is going on 
re, therefore the undtrtnhing is becoming more complicated. Why not for the present 
lint? — for various reasons, which, if you look into, you can readily se(i without my 
king any mention thereof. You nor any one can censure me for my present course. You 
'e been hs cause ; for how can I now come after telling them I had left you ? Suspicion 
« npon nie now from my whole family, and even parties in the country. I will be corn- 
ed to leave home any how, and how soon I caro not. Nouo, no, not one, were more in 
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f iTor of tlic cntorpripc than nivKolf, and tn-dny woiiUl be tliero liad yon not ^one asyoaliivc 
Jiy this I mean iiiaiiiicr ot'iirorMdinj;. I am, as you woU know, in nfrti. I am, Tonmy 
ijtav. in ra;^s, wlicn-as to-iiay I (ni^^ht to hr vrll rluthtd. 1 do Dot feel riflit FtHikmpaboat 
vi'tli mr»».*(. and moiv from ujipfaiancc'* u befrrrar. I ft-el my dependence. liutevniiU 
this would liave lM>en and was forpttren; for 1 vtis onr with you. 'June more fM^riMJ 
will arri>e yvt. i>o imt a<'t ra^ldy or in bast*-. I would prefer y«Mir first qnery. 'Go uc 
hvv. liow it will be tukiti in Kiebniond ;* and trr Ions I shall bp belter ]irepared fo <ij?iiik 
\tifh ytnt. I dislike writing: would sotniir veibally niakf known my viiws. Yet twi: 
now vnliinjr cauM's UM' thus to jinuenl. Do not in nnjrer piTu.»<e tbir*. Weiph ail I hiT< 
wiid, and, as a rational nsan and a fritnd, you cannot censure i»r upbraid my cnntluct. 
Hinceicly trust tins, nor auirlit else that .-^Iiall or in»ty occur, wlW iver be an olistacle to ob 
literati^ our former friend^liip and aliuclnncnt. Write n:c to lialtinion*. as I expect toKe i: 
about W«'dne>dny or Thursday ; or, if you can jiojj.-'ibly come on, I will Tuesday mt'tl yjT 
Bt Jialtiniore at \\. 

** Kv«'r, I hub>cribe myself, your friend, 

»» SAJI." 

TTere \^ tlir confcs>ion of ilic jirisj.ner Arnold that be was one with Booth in thi> cot 
spiiacy ; the further conf<ssi«-n lint liny are sn>incted by the p»vcinmenl of thi-ir rcmDtii 



])iiieu lo ii^iiin lU' irun ytiv. i iiis is u tieciiiiiiiioii iiiiii iiiii'rin Aiuoiti, in>«nii. » 
O'Laujihlin alike, if the court are sati>tied: and it is difficult to see how they cHnliRVfJonl 
on the subjici, that the matter to be referred to Kiehniond is the matter of the Hssa.«s:nifK 
of the Presidi'nt Hud others, to «tl"cct ^^llich these parties had pieviously ajrreed and ct ii*pin 
together. It is a matter in tesiiuji ny, by the tleclaration of Jidin Jl. J^urratt, mho ii 
clearly proved to have luen in this coiispiuicy and murder as Ihmth himself, that alH.mttl 
verv date of this letter, the jiTth of March, upon the supfiestiiin of liootb, and with b 

d 
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Ihiotbjust rend; and }ei you are frravi.-ly told that four weeks before ihe 27 ih of Mfc 
Arntdd had nbtindontd the consiiirary. 

iSurrmt reacheil Canada with tlu'M' de^]»atehes, a> we hnvc seen, »d»out the fith «ir7lt 
A]»ril la*<t, Mhen the witness ('oni»ver saw them delivered to Ja<'ob Thomi>son. and he 
their conleuts state«l by Thouii><nn, and the di-claratiiai fri»m him that the>e de>patche:*m 
it "nil vijrht." 'JMiat truiiult was at that time in Canada is not only esthbli>hed bv the t* 
mony of Conover, but it is also in evidence that he told Weichniann on the IU\ of Apiil 1 
be was jjoinjr to Canada, and on that day left for Catnada, and afterwards two letter.*, 
dresseil by SuiTatt o^er the Jlrtilii/us sip^nature of John JIarri.-on, to Ids mother and to 3 
Waul, dated at Ahmlrejd, weie re(ei^ell by them on the 14th of April, a^ testitiid by W«=" 
iminn and by Miss Wanl, a \\itnes> ealle<l for the «h-fence. 'I'hus it appears that theci»: 
tiou muued by Arnold in his Ittti-r had bren <'ompliiMl with. Jbioth had ** pone to R 
ini>n<l," in the ptrrson <if Surrali, "to s<e how it would be taken." The rebel auth«»riri* 
Richmond had ajiproved it, the ajr<-nt had returned, and Armdd was, in his own wo 
thereby the belter piepared to rejoin IJiioth in the luoseculion of this conspiracy. 

To tills end Arnold went to l''«»rtress Monroe. An bis letter expressly declttre«*, 3* 

8ni<l when they jmited, "we would not meet in a niotith or so, and Unreforc 1 made»l 

coition for employment, an an>w»r to which I .shall receive durinjr the we»k.'* 

did receive the answer that week from Fortress Monroe, and went there to await iln* *' * 
»,•.«..'.*;. .,,.3 *;.,». «< K.....-:.... ,..;»i. i.:... tu. <- .i....tK ...i.:..k ii....*i. u^.i ...... .-i/i.^^ 



person wh«» was to become the victun ot his violence in the tiual consummation oi 
erinio — Genertil (Irant, wlann, as is averred in the sjiecitication, it had become the p** 
0*Laup:hlin by his ajrrcement in this conspiracy to kill au<l munler. On the eveuiup J 
cedinjr the assassimition — the loth of April — by the testimony of thn-e reputable witiif.*f 
apain.-»t whose truthfulness imt on<? word is uttend here or eUewhere, 0*Laiiphiin went i 
the Imuse of the Secretary of War, where (ieneral (inint then was, and plai^ctl hiuisf'^ 
positlou in the hull where he could .sec him, having declured before he reached that p«iot 
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om of thefHS witnexsea that lie wislieil to ppc General Grant. The hoiwo was brilliantly 
iilaminateJ at the time. Two, at loast, of the witnesses eouvers4Ml with the aeeuiaed, and 
(he otlwr Ktoo'l very near to him, took especial notice of his comluet, called attention to it, 
and siijrpesicil that he be put out of the hou»«e, and lu' was uovordinjrly put out by one of tho 
wiinft»!«es. Thfse witnesses are confident, and have no doubt, and so swear upon their 
oaths, thAt Michael O'Laur^blin is the man who was present on that occasion. There is no 
deoiHl uii llie part of the accused tliat he was in Washinjrtun durinpf the day and durinp: the 
niphiiif April 1:1, and als«» during the day and durinjr the nij^ht of the Mth ; and y«'t, to }j;et 
rid of this testimony, recourse is liad to that common ilevice, an alibi — a device never, I nuiy 
say, iiioiffieijuently resorted to than in this trial. Hut what an aiiln! N«»b(>dv is called to 
jm»\> it, sHve some men who, by their own testimony, were enprajjed in a drunken bebauch 
through tlie eveniu'r. A rcAsonable man wlu» hnhIs their evidence can hardly be ex|H'Cted 
toalloft- it to 4»utweinrli the united testimony of three iinimpeached and unimpeachable wit- 
ness* ^ho Were cU»ar in their statem-nts. whti entertain no doubt of tlie truth of what they 
eav. who'V' op] ioi1 unities to know were full and complete, and wjio were constrained to take 
^■ial uotiee ot the prisoner by reason of Ids extraordinary conduct. 

The*? wiiuv'sses d»'scnlx» accurately the appearanee, stature, and complexion of tho 
•Ci'Usi'fl: hut becausi* thev describe his chithinp: as dark or blaek it is urjred that as i>art of 
nis puithinjr, althoiirrJi dark, was not black, the witnesses are mistaken. O'Laujjhlin and 
hL< drunken ciunpHnions (one of whom swears that he drank ten times that eveiiinjr) were 
Blrulliiiff in the !»tr»"<»rs and in the <lirection <»f the liouse of the iS<'cretary of War, up the 
avi^iHiv: hut you are aski-d to believe that these witnesses could not be mistaken in sayinjj 
thi'V \v«>i\' not «»tT the avenue above Seventh street, or on K street. I venture to say that no 
nwn who na.ls tln-ir testimoity can iletermine satisfaetorily all the places that weix* visited 
h\ O'L'tiijrliii.i .ii„| t,;^ dninken associates that evi'uinir fn»m 7 to 11 o'clock p. m. All this 
tiai'', frmii 7 to 11 o'cloek p. m., niU'^t be accounti'd for satisfactr»rily bftbu* the atihi can be 
e^tahiislK-d. l>;jn»;r|i|}|fi doi's not account f«)r all the time, for he loft 0'Lau«jhliu after 7 
oyliK-k, :iiid rejoimtl him, a«4 he >ays, *• I .supp«>M' about •"< o'clock." (irilh't did m>t nu»et 
niin until k»ff ffti.st ttM, and then only casually saw hiui in j^assinpr the hotel. Mjiy not 
Griili't Iwvf h<-«.ri mi-itaken a«« to the fact, althouirh In* did mert O'l^auj^hlin alXer 11 o'clock 
thoMoiH. evt-niniT. as he swears / 

Tiiriiy M\,.;,rs lo s<.'einj^ hiui in the bar with Grillet about half past 10; but, as we have 
Men hy Ciiiilc't's i4"stimony, it nnist hav*- Ikmmi after 11 o'clock. Murphy ciuitradicts, ag to 
^iw'". ln.irh (JiiiUr and I'urdy ; for h«* says it wa«5 half past M «>r 12 o'clock wlun he and 
O I jtJi;;hl in returned lo Kuilman's from IMatz's. and Kaily swears the accuwd went frcun 
Kuliiii;iij\ to S'cond street to a druice about a quarter pa<t 11 o'clock, when O'LaUfrhlin 
took tL- K-nd in tin' ilauco and stayed about one h«»ur. I t'ollow these witii«'sses no further. 
Twy fijiijr.j.'in.l ,.,|,.|j other, and do not account t'or O'Laiijjhlin all the liu)e t'rom 7 to 11 
O clock. I rijifar that no man can nad their testiumnv \Nitliout tindin^ contradictions mo.st 
ni'itM-.d fljf to titnr, and c<uiiin<r tt> the convietion tluit they utterly' fail to acctumt for 
01jiii;r||;i„'j. >vhi n*abiiuts on that eveninjr. T»» e>tablish an alibi tlie witne>ses niugt know 
^J"'lnu:[ttftiftf to it. Lau«rhlan, (irillet, Purdy, Murphy, and Early utterly fail to prove 
It. aril] only suc«(« d in 'ihowiuj; that they ilid n«»t know «here O'Lanjjrhlin was all this timOi 
•J*' ihnr Mime (if thi-m were jrrossly mistaken in what they testilied. both as to time and 
P**tf. The tistimony of .James li. Hen«lerson is eqmdly un>alisfactory. He is contuulicted 
"^"^'"T tcNtiuiony of the accused as to plarr. He says ( >*Lanj::hlin went up the avenue 
ah<ives..>v«.nth >rrt'et, but that he did not ;;<» !•» Ninth strl-i-t. The other witnes>es swear he 
^•■ni til Miith street. He swears he \>i'nt to ('ant<'rbury ;ib»»ut 1> (»'clock, atb-r LT'iiop back 
num Svrijtli slieet to HullniMn's. Lau«rhlan swears that (>'Lau«rhlin was with him at the 
JJ»niiTnt'tht' avenue and Ninth stixwt at 1> o'cloi-k, and went from then' to ('anterburv', while 
wriy >\\,iiirfi tlint O'Laufrhlin went up as far as Kleventh street and return«"d w'uh Inm and 
*'••'* *Uj»|H-r a; Welcker's ahout fS o'chick. If these witnesses prove an «///>/, it is really 
apiMuf rjich iilher. It is tolly to pretend that theypro\e l.icts which make it impossible 
j"*t OKaiijjIdin could have been at the house of S<'creiary Stanton, as three witnesses swear 

u^'''. "" '''^' <'^''"iutr of the i:ith of A]»ril, looking:: tor General (Jrant. 

Ha< it iint, hy the testimony thus re\iewed, U'cn «'Stal)lishe«l prima facie that in the months 
wrelinjary, March, and Apiil <)'Lau;rhlin ha«l combinetl. confederated, and ;i^ree-l with 
JrthnWj;)^^^ K.Mirh and Samuel Anu»ld tt» kill and minder Ahraham Lincoln, AVilliam II. 
J'Ward. .\Tidtew .hihns(n), and I'lysses S. (irant .' Is it not esttiblishe<l beyi>nd a shadow of 
J*'^tiht that Hoofh had so conspired ^\ith the relnd Jij^ents in Canada as early as October last; 
Jjiat Ikj ^^J; j^ m.,ir^.|, ^^f a^^ents to d«» the work on pay, in the interests of the rebelHon, and 



"Wt II, ij,j^ >p«vulatiou Anuihi and O'Latiijhlin hnd joined as early as rebruary ; that then, 
*y*J alter, with Ihioth and Surratt, thi'y were in the "oil business," which was the business 
w U''*4is^iuation by contract as a speculation .' If this conspiracy on tlnj jmrt of O'lianjyhlin 
^jdi .Anuihl is established even prima facit, the dechirations and acts of Arnold and Himth, tho 
Whfr coiispiiiitors, in furtherance t»f the conmiou dosiprn, is evidence ajrainst O'Lauphlin us 
JJtUftsa^rainst Arnold himself or the other parties. The nih- ^t\' law is, that the act or <leclara- 
iiODnf one conspiratnr, done in pursuance or furtherance of the common design, is the act 
^rdirluratiou of all the conspirat(»rs. ( 1 \Vhart«»n, 7(H».) 
Tlie letter, therefore, of hhs co-cou:)pirutor, iiruold, is evidence against O'Laughlin, bo- 
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caiipp it \» an act in tlio prosocution of tho conimon conspiracy, rnipppptinp what sbonHbe 
done in ordiT to make it effoctivo, and which snjrjjt'stion, as has bci'n stariM], wa? fullowed 
ont. The «h-tc'nce lias attenipt(>(1 t«» avoid tlie forci* of this h'ttcr ]iy recitinjr the htatement of 
Arnold, made to llnnier at the time lie was arrested, in which he declared, anioii{r other 
thinf^s, that the (inqiose was to alulnct Piesldent Lincoln and take him 8onrh; thfititwu 
to he done at the theatre by tlirowinp: the I*iesid«'nt ont of the box npon the floor of tto 
Bfape, wlien the accnsiul was to eatcli liiiii. The vitv annonncenient of this te«iniony«[- 
cited derision that such a trajredy uieunt only to tjike the President and carry hiin gMitly 
away! This pipniy to catch tin* plant as the assassins hurled him to the Ht>or fri)m an ele- 
vation of twelvo ieet! 'J'lie eonrt luis viewed the theatre, und ninst he satistied that Kooth, 
in leaping: from the President's hox. hroke his linih. The court «'annot fail to conclude tliil 
the »Aateiiient of Arn<dd was hut Jimnher silly device, like tlmt of the **oil business," whirh, 
for tlie time l)«in{r, he emphiyed to hitle iVnm tlw knowledj^e of his cnpt<>r the rlact that the 
purpose was to murder t lie President. No man run for a moment IxMirve that any one of 
these cons[)initors lK»ped or desired, hy sucli a proeectlinp as tliat stated by thi? prisoDer, to 
take the President alive in tlir i)r«'seii('c ot" th«»usnnds a.-seml)Ied in the theatre alter hi- hid 
been thus thrown upon the Hnor of the stn^r, much less to carry him tlironph iheeity, 
thronph the lines of your army, and deliver him into the hands of the relwls. No such pur- 
pose was expressed or hinted liy the con-jjirators in Canada who commi-isioned Hooth to lei 
these assassinations on contract. 1 shall waste not a moment more in combatting snch ill 
absurdity. 

AnioM does confess tliat lie was a con'j]»irat<»r with Booth in tliis proj>o«ed mnrder: tint 
Booth ha<l a letter of" intUHluciion to l)r. Mmld; that Booth. (VLauphlin, AtzenKJt, Siimitt, 
a man with an alias, '* Mosby," and another wh<»m In* does not know, and himself, were 
parties to this cons]>ira<'y, and that Booth had turnisluil th«m all with arms. He cinu'lndes 
this remaikable stat(>nient t«» Horner with the di-clarafion that at that tine, to wit, rhetinpfc 
week of Marcli, or four weeks before he went to Portress Monroe, he left the eonspiracr, Hnd 
that Booth told him to sell his arms if lie cIiom-. Thi< is suflii-iently an-^wi-red bytlle&cl 
that, four weeks iiftr.r\cnrd»^ he wrote his letter to Booth, which was found in BtMith'p pessei- 
fiion after tho assassinati«in. snjrirestinp to him what to d(» in onler to make the con.«|»irai7 a 
Fuccess, an«l l»y tin- furtlu-r fa«'t that at the very moment he uttered these declarations pari 
of his aims were found uptui his jierson, and the rest not disposed oi", but at his i»tb»T'i 
house. 

A party to n trens^uiable and murdi-rous oon^^piracy apainst the pivenmient of his cfnintTy 
cannot bi- held to have abainloned it beean.-e he makes such a ileclarution as this, whenhft 
is in the hands of tin- otticer (»f the law, arretted for his crin.e, and esj»eci»lly when \\\> dKlnr- 
atiou is in eontlict with and exi»ies>ly contiadicted by liis written acts, and unsupported by 
any conduct of his which becomes a citizen and a man. 

if he abandone<l the conspiracy, why did he not makt- known the fact to Abrah.ini Lincoln 
and his constitutional advisers that these n.«'n, armed \>ith the wmpons of assassination, 
were daily lyinjr in wait lor thi-ir Vnes.' To jiretend that a man who thus conducts himself 
for weeks after the pretended abandonment, volunteerinjr a«lvice for the sncce^istul i»ni#<cn» 
tion of the consjiiracy, the e^ ldt*nc«* of \\hiih is in wiitiii'r, and about wliich there c.nubeno 
mistake, has in tact abandon<'d it, is to insult the common undeistandinp of men. (.>*l>aii|rh' 
lin havinj^ conspired with Arnold to d(» this murder, is therefore as much concluded l»y thi 
letter of Armdd of the -JTth of March as is Arnold himself. Tin* turther testimony touching 
O'Lauirhlin, that of Streett, establishe-s th«- fact that about the 1st of April he saw liimin 
conlitlential conversation with .1. AVilkes lh»otli, in this city, on the avenue. Ant-lher 
man, whom the witness doe>* ni>t know, was in conversati(»n. OM.auphlin called Streett to 
one side, and told him Booth was busilv enirafred with \\\< friend — was tulkififf VTirattlji to 
histiiend. This remark of t)'l.aiij:hlin is atti'nipted to be accounted for, but iho Htttinp 
failed: his c*»uns<'l takinjr the pains t.oa^k^Nhiit indiu'ed 0'l.aup:hlin to make tin? reiiiiilji 
received the tit reply: '* 1 did not see the interior of Mr. OT-anphlin's mind: I canm»t tell." W 
is the province ot this court to infer why that remark was made, and what it sijrnitietl. 

Tlmt John H. Surrait, (ieorjre A. Atzenult, Mary K. Surratt, Ihivid E. Ihrold, and I/"»j* 
Payne enteied into this conspira<'y with Ih»oth, ix so very clear n[)on the testimony that liiliB 
time neoil hi' occujded in brinj^in^r a;^ain before tlie court the evidence which estabh-hcs '^ 
By tin* testimony of W»'ichniann we tind Atzemdt in I'ebruary at the hmise of the prisoner, 
Mrs. iSuiratt. He in«iuired for her or tor .Folm >\hen he came and ren ained over uignt 
After this and before the a^sasvination he visiteil there tVeriuently, and at tliat liouse h(tf* 
the name of "Port Tobacco," the name by which he was known in Canada anionjj tho 
conspirators there. 'J'he same witness testifitvs that he met him on the strci't, when ln' s**j[ 
he was jroinpf to visit Payne at tlu^ Henid«»n H<»use, and also accompanied him, alonpw'J'J 
Hendd and J«din H. t?urmtt, to the theatre in March to hear Booth play in the Apostuie. A* 
the Pennsylvania House, one or two weeks previ(»us to the assassination, Ai7(?rodi ninlctno 
statement to Lieutenant Keim, when askinjr for his knife which he had left in his room, • 
knife corresponding in size witli the one e.\liibited in court, " I want tliat ; if one tail? I wM>» 
the other," weariuf^ at the same time Ins revolver at his belt. He also stated to (iiwiiawiwi 
of the Pennsylvania Jlouse, in March, that hv was nearly broke, but had friends enough to 
give him as much money as vuuld sec him through^ adding, " I am going away some of iM 
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will return with as much gold as will keep me all my lifetime." Mr. Greenawalt 
bat Booth had frequent interviews with Atzerodt, sometimes in the room, and at 
1 Booth would walk in and immediately ^o out, Atzerodt following. 
Lloyd testifies that some six weeks betore the assassination, Herold, Atzerodt, 
I. Surratt came to his house at Surrattsville, bringing with them two Spencer cur- 
ammunition, also a rope and wrench. Surratt asked the witness to take care of 
to conceal the carbines. Surratt took him into a room in the house, it being his 
nusc, and nhowed the witness where to put the carbines, between the joists on 
floor. Tlie carbines were put there according to his directions, and concealed. 
Norton saw Atzerodt in converBation with Booth at the National Hotel about the 
'March; the couvt'rsntion was coulideiitial, and the witness accidentally heard 
]^ in regard to President Johnson, and .say that " tlie class of witnesses would be 
iracter that there could be little proven by them.'* This conversation may throw 
on the tact that Atzerodt was found in possession of Bootli's bank book ! 
N'evens testifies that on the 12th of April last he saw Atzerodt at the Kirkwood 
at Atzerodt there asked him, a stianger, if bo knew where Vice-President John- 
ud where Mr. Johnson's room was. Colonel Nevcns showed him where the room 
yPresiiient was, and told him that the Vice-President was then at dinner. Atze« 
looked into the dining-room, where Vice-President Johnson was dining alone. 
Jones, the clerk at tlie Kirkwood House, states that on the 14th, the day of the 

days after this, Atzerodt registered his name at the hotel, G. A. Atzerodt, and 
i?6, retaining the room that day, and carrying away the key. In this room, after 
nation, were found the knife and revolver with which he intended to murder the 
lent. 

niony of all these witnesses loaves no doubt that the prisoner, George A. Atzerodt, 
I) this conspiracy with Booth ; that he expectinl to receive a large compensation 
ice that he would render in its execution ; that he had undertaken the assassina- 
Vice-Pre.^ident for a price; that he, with Surratt and Herold, rendered the im- 
vice of depositing the arms and ammunition to be used by Booth and his coufede* 
trotectiou in their tlight after the conspiracy had l>een executed; and that ho was 
lave his intended victim pointed out to him, and the room he occupied in the 
at when he came to j)erform his horrid work he would know precisely where to 
Dui to strike. 

} further notice now of the preparation which this prisoner made for the successful 
►f this part of the traitorous and murderous desien. The question is, did he enter 
mspiracy ? His language, overheard by Mr. N'orton, excludes every other con- 
^ict'-Pre^ident Johnson's name was mentioned in that secret conversation with 

1 the vt'ry suggestive eximssion was made between them that ** little could be 
the witnesses." His confession in his defence is conclusive of his guilt. 

rn(^ was in this cons])iracy is confessed in the defence made by his counsel, and 
dent from the facts i)roved, that when the conspiracy was being organized in 
Thompson, Sanders, Tucker, Cleary, and Clay, this man Payne stood at the door 
on ; was reconmiended and indorsed by Clay with the words *' We trust him;" 
oniiug hither he first reported himself at the house of Mrs. Mary E. Surratt, in- 
her an«l for John H. Surratt, remained there for four days, having conversation 
•f them; having provided himself with means of disguise*, was also supplied with 
a knite. such as he afterwards used, and sours, preparatory to his tii^ht ; was 
khn H. Surratt practicing with knives, sucii as tho.se employed in this deed of 
m, and now b«"fore tht* court ; was after^vards j>rovided with lodging at the 
louse, at the instance of Surratt ; was visiU'd there by Atzerodt, and attended 
Surratt to Ford's Theatre, occupying with those parties the box, as I believe, and 
nay readily infer, in which the President was afterwards murdered, 
r te.stimony be wanting that he entered into the conspiracy, it may be found in 
oni to by Weichmann, who.se testimony no candid man will discredit, that about 
March Mrs. Surratt, in great exciteniout, and weeping, said that her son John 
way not to return, when about three hours subsequently, in the afternoon of the 
John H. Surratt reapj)eared, came rushing in a state of frenzy into the room, in 
8 hous«\ armed, declaring he would shoot whoever came into the room, and pro- 
lat his pro.'ipects were blasted and his ho])(>s gone; that soon Payne came into the 
, also armed and under great excitement, and was immediately followed by Booth, 
ding-whi^) in his hand, who walked rapidly across the floor from side to side, so 
ed that tor some time lie did not notice the presence of the witness. Observing 
D the ])arties then withdrew, upon a suggestion from Booth, to an upper room, 
lad a private interview. From all that tianspiied on that occasion, it is apparent 
these imrties letl the house that day, it was with the full purpose of completing 
•sentiui to the final execution of the work of assa.*«sination, in conformity witn their 
nfetleration and agreement. They returned foiled — from what cause is unknown— 
igry, and covered with confusion. 

(Mt imposing upon the patience of the court to consume time in demonstrating the 
, none couverstt&t with the testimony of this case can for a moment doubt, thai 
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J(»hii II. Siirmtt and Msirv E. Snrrntt wore as purely in tho conspira'^y to mur<l«'r the Pre?!* 
diMit lis WHS .John Wilki's IJo«»tli h*nii«i'lf. You liavc tlu» tVeqiient intrn-h'ws Ix-twccu Mn 
II. Siirrntt ami Hootli, his iiitiiimri* rt'lations with 1'Hyiie, hi? vi*jiitNfrnm Atzr-rotltaii'l Hrrold, 
his (h'posit of the nriUM to cover ilu*ir tlijrht after thi; roiiJ*piracy ."hoiild huve bii-n exfcnted; 
his own UtTlan'tl visit to Kichiiioiid to ilo what Hooth hiinsi-lf said to Chfstfi" nni!*: bedov, 
to wir, that he or some of the party must jjo to Kichuiond in order to (rfX fiixuh to cHTrront 
the eonspiraev ; that he hrou^hr l)ai'k with him ;jold. the price of hlood. roiifessiiiphimwlf 
that ho WH-* there: that In* iiiiiii«"liat«'ly went to Canada, delivered ile-parche"* fin ciphfrto 
Jacoh Thompson from .rrtTi'rs«»n Davis, whiidi were inlerpreieil and read hy 'J'hompsou in the 
presrnc«' of the witness C'onover, an<l in which tlie cnnspiracy was appro vnJ. and, in the 
hiU'Tiiajri' of Thompson, the proposed assu^simifion was *' made all rinhl." 

One other fa'T, if any othi-r fa'"t !>♦• in-dled, and I have done with the eviden'-e which 
prov(;.^ ih;it .lolin II. .*<Mrratt enr«M<'d into tliis comhination ; that is, that it app«-ars hy the 
testimony of the witness, tlie ca«*hier of tin* f)nfari«.» Hank. Montreal, that .Facob Thonipswi, 
ahouf the day that iiirs<» drsjiarclies were delivrred, and while J^urratt was tliea present in 
Canada, drew from that hank of the r«lie] funds thrre on deposit tliesum of one huiidrHl nod 
oij^h'y thon>:in«l dollars. Thi« l"'in^ done, Surratt. lindinfr it safer, douht!e«s. to po tot-^aDftla 
for tht* "Treat htilk ot funds which wi-ii* to he <l:strihut('d anionpr thi-se hired «s.s:js-.iii!« thuB 
U* attempt to carry it throu'rli "ur lines direct from Ivichmond. immi'diarelv rernrnel toWayh* 
itii^ton, auil was pr»"-fnt in thi- city, as is proven hy thr testimony of Mr. ]{ i'l. on thi apr- 
noon of tin: Wtlt nf Aftnl, tin* day of the as>assinatii»n, hotned atnl sjoirrnl. re/uly tor the 
fli;;ht wlu'Fiever the latal Idow simiiM have hei*n struck. If he was not a ci»nspi:ajor nrid* 
party to tliis threat crime, how ronie^ it that from that ln>nr to tliis i o uraa has si'en him in 
the. capital, imr has lu* h-'i-n repo;t"d anywiiere oui«»id'.' uf Canada, liavinj- anivi d at Mom* 
treal, MS tile testiiimnv shows, on the I"^th «»f Aniil. four davs after the niurdi-r! •Xv»:hiu» 
hut his consrioiis eowanl jjuiit <• mid possjltly indue-' him to absent himsi-lftr »m his la other, 
as he dties, upon her trial. Keimr one of these eonsplrators, as ('hartretl. every a-.'t ftf his in 
tile pr'»sei'urioji of this crime is evjilence a'jainst tlu' other parties to the conspimi-y. 

Tiiat Mary E. Sunatt is as ^^uilty as her son of havin«r ihu.s conspirc«l. couihincil, and 
ronfehr ited to do this munh-r. iu a'<l of this rebellion, is clear. Fir.st, her li«iu>e wm lhf» 
h"a'l«piarters of H.mth. .lohn II. Surratt, .Vtzcroilt, I'aym-. atiil lli-roM. She i.- in-piin-llor 
bv At/erodt: >he is imiuirid foi bv I'avue ; and she is visite-l bv Hi> tth. and hold* i>ri\"ate 
couver^aiiun.^ with him. His picture. t«»:;i'ther with that of the chiei c.mspiiator. .Iclfer.^on 
l)avis, is lound in her hiui>e. She sends to JJootli tor a carriajje to take her, on tlie IJihof 
April, to Suinirlsville for the purpos«» of j)erfectin}r the {irran^ement divined neeessary to tbft 
sm'cessfiil execution of thi'cou'piiacy, andesprj-ially to t'acilitate and pnuect the conspirators 
in tli"ir escajie fnun justii'e. On that occasion Iltoth, havin;r disposeil (»f his caninjji', jTi^f* 
to the aiijenr she employed ten dollars with which to hire a convewmce tor that |»«r]'**'*** 
And yet the pretence is made that Mrs. Surratt went on tin* lllh to Suiraitsyille excltt<iu'.y 
upon her own private and lawtul bu'*in<'ss. Can anyone tell, if that be so. how it o»ni*^ 
that >he sliould apply to lioot/i for a conveyance, and how it comes that he, of his own Hiivf*^** 
Iiavinpr no conveyjince to tuinish her, slumhl send her ten dollars with which to procure i^ j 
Tii'-re U not the >li;;:ht<'>t inilication that Hooth was under any oblirratiiui to hor. or thflt**^ '" 
had any chiim u]ion him, either for a t'onveyani-e or for the means with wbicli tiipn»cureuri. 



t»x<'e;»t that he was bound to contribute, bein-j the ajri-nt of the consnirarctrs in Caaatla « "■-*' 

• ■■•■•I' -^ 1 

Kichmond, what*^ver mon«'y nii^ht be neecxsary ti» the i-onsmnmation ol this mkniiii pi" T, 
On that day. the llth«if Ajuil, .[(dm H. Surratt liad not return<-d from Canada with t »: 
funds furnished by Tlu»m])son ! _ ^ 

I'pon that )\)urney of the 1 1th the accused, Mary V. Surratt, met the witness John ^^J 
Lltjyd at rniontowu. She called him: Im' e;ot out of his carriajre anil canu- to her. laidfc^ • 
whispered Ut him in so low a timt» that lu-r attendant could not hear her word". thou;:hLlov * 
to whom ihey wore s]u»ken, did clisiinetly hear them, an<l testifies that sheliild him he shoi-"* 
luive those " shoot inir-irons " ready, meaniujr the carbines which her ^on and llcrui«l»»-"*- 
Atzerodt had depositeil witji him. and adtled tin* reason, "for they would soonlK-calN'Jii* ^"^ 
On the dav of the ass»issinati(»u she a:;;iin s«'nt for H-Mith, had an interview with him int"^-' 
own hous,., iind immediately went iv^-.uu to Surrattsville, and then, at ab«mt six oVhx't 
the afternoon, slut delivereil to Lloyd a ticld-ii^lass, and ttdd him *' to have two IhMiK*^ 
whiskey ami the carbines ready, as they would be called for that ni-j^ht.'' lliivinj; tliiisf^^* 
fect:?d the arraujreiuent she returneil to Wasliiup^ton to her own house, at about half-p^^' 
eijrht o'clock in the eveniufr, to await the linal result. How could this woman unlicip-ite 
Friday afternoon, at six o'clock, tiiat these arms would bo called for and would Injui-e^^* 
that nijjht unless she was in the consjiiracy an«l knew the blow w Jis to be struck, and »' 
flijjht of the assassins attempted and by that route? Was nottluf private conversation wh ■* 
lioorh held with her in her parlor on the atternoon of the I4th of Ajiril, just before she left 
this busim^ss, in relation to the orders she shouid jjive to have the arms readv / 

An endeavtir is matle to impeach Lloyd. Hut the court will observe that no witness*-*^ 
been called who cjuitradicts Lloyd's statement in any material nuitter: neither ha-* lut C^ ' 
eral character for truth b(?en assailed. How, then, is lie imjK'Uchod / It is claimed that ^ 
testimony shows that he was a party to the conspiracy. Then it is conceded by those tr' 
set up any such preteuce that there was a conspiracy . Aconapiracj betweuu whom .' Tb.^ 
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an he no conspiracy witliout the co-oporation or afrrooniPiit of two or more persons. "Who 
•ore the other partios to it ? Was it Mnrv E. Surnitt ? Was it Julm H. Surrait, (.HM>rpe A. 
.tzerodt. Dnviil E. ilcrold * TIioho are t)w only persons, so fur as liis own testimony or tlio 
istimonv of anv otlit^r witncfiH discluHt^s, with whom lie had any oommiinii-ation whatever 
n any siiliject iinmi-diutrly or rciiiiitely touching this conspirai'V before the assaj^sination. 
[is receipt and concealment of the arniH are, uuex])hiined, evidence that }ic was in the con- 
wracy. 

The exphination is tlmt he was dependent nnon Mary E. Siirratt; wa*» her tenant ; and h\^ 

eelaration, pvrn in evidence })y the aecnsed herself, is that '*shi* had ruined liiin. and 

fought this tronlde uptm him." Hut iM-eanse lie was weak enouph, or wioketl enonprh, to 

ecoine the pnilty depositary of these arms, and to deliver tliem on the ordiTof Mary E. Sur- 

att to the assassins, it does not follow that he is not to he lielii'veil on oatli. It is said that 

le coneealed the facts that the arms hatl l>i'eu luft ami calh'd t"or. He so tfstilies hiiO'-elf, hut 

le pivfs the reason that he did it imly from apprehension of danger to liis life. If he were 

tt the et»n«ipiracy, his «r<"»«*nil credit hein*; unchallenged, liis testimony h^-injr uncontradicted 

a anv matrrial matter, he is to he hflifvt-d, and cannot he dishelirved if his testimony is 

nb>tantiailv c<»rTt>bomied bv other reliable witnesses. Is he not corrob^rateil touehinjr tho. 

ejMisit ai anns by the fact that the arms are produced in court — ime of which was t'onnu 

ijHin till- p<-rhon of Hooth at th«' time lie was overtaken and slain, and which is identified a* 

he hanie which had Ikm-u left with Lloyd by Hendd, Surratt, and Atzemdt ? Is he not cur- 

oborutrd in the fact of the first intervii-w with Mrs. Surratt by the joint teNtimony of Mrs. 

)ffut and Lewis J. W»'iehmanii, jnicIi of Avhom t«'stified, (and they are contr.idietrtl ]>y no 

me,) that on Tuesday, thr 11th day of April, at I'niontown, Mrs. Surratt calletl Mr. Lloyd 

o coKie to her, which hv. di«l, and she held a stent conversation with him.' Is he nt»t cor- 

n>horfli^l as to the last conver>ation on the 14th of April by the testimony «»f Mrs. (UVut, 

who >>viar'« that upon the ev«-niii|; of the Mlh of April shf saw the i>rist»ner, Mary E. Sunatt, 

at LUfVil'.s hou«*\ a])proacli and lu>hl conversation with him ,' Is he not corrolnuated in tho 

fai't, to which he swears, that Mrs. Surratt deliviTt-d to him at that tim<« tin- firld-prluss wrapin-d 

inpuiHT. by the sworn statement of Wrichmann that Mrs. Surratt took with lu-r on that oc- 

«a>iuii iwii packajr»s, both of which were wrappe<l in jiaper. and one of wliirh he deserib»*s 

a^B siiitiii ])a(-kap* «ib<»ut six inches in diameter.' Tin* attempt was math* by ijillin^ Mrs. 

Offut to pnivf that no such j»aekape was delivered, but it faiU*d ; she merely states that Mr««. 

Surratt tleiivered a ]»ackap* wrapjied in paper to her after her arrival there, and In-fore Lloy J 

Wtiu* in, which was laid down in the room. IJut whether it was the packajre aluuit which 

Lln\»l tcsiilie's, or tla* other packajre of the tiro about which Wi*ichmann testifies, as havin<^ 

l>«ii«iirii,d thiTe that <lay by Mrs. Surratt, does n»»t appear. Neither doi-s this witness i)re- 

l^'inltusiy that Mr>. Surratt, alter sin- ha«l delivered it to her, and the witness had laid it 

^wii ill the room, <liil not Hjrain taki- it up, if it were the same, and i>ut it in the hands of 

L\v}t\. She only know> that she di"l not see th:it don<'; but she did see Llt»y<l with a pack- 

•p' like the ««ne she receive*! in the room belure Mrs. Surratt left. Il<»w it eame into hisiais- 

^"i'-ii she i< not able to state : hot \\hn\ the packajrt'Wtts that Mis. Surratt tiist hauiled iier; 

Dor which ot" the parkHp's it was she afterwauls saw in the luunls of Lloyd. 

I'Ut ill. ir is one other fael in this ease that i>uts forevir at rot the question of the pnilfy 
I'-inui|i:ition of the prisoner, Mrs. Surratt, in this conspira<*y and nnmler; and that is that 
I*'iviH'. \\|„, },n,l i,„|jr|.,l four jIjivs in her liousi* — who durinj; all that time had sat at her 
'••''•f. Hiiil who ha«l otten conversed with her — when the puiit of his ffnat crime was upon 
1^"". uijil Ik- knew not where vise he could so saf«'ly «ro to !ind a eo-cou>pirator. and hecimld 
tniM ijiii;,. fiuu ^vas not like himself, puilty, with even the knowled}re of his presence — under 
*'*')"*''■ "t daikness, alter wantlerinp lor three <lays and nip-hts, hkulkinir befoie the pursuing 
<»ffinTMit" jii>tii-e. at the hour of midnijrht, found his way to the door of Mrs. Surratt, ranjf 
tin- l-ell.wiis admitted, anil upon beinp asked, " Wlmm «lo vou want to see," replied, *' Mi"S. 
Rnriatf." 1^. wus then a>ked by the officer Morpan, what lie came at that time of nifrht for? 
tf' wh;eh he replied, "to di«r a jjutter in the morniiif:; Mrs. Siuratt had .sent for him." Afier- 
wanU i t- .,;ij,| "Mrs. Suiiatt knew he was a jaior man and came to him/* l^injr asked 
Winn- h,. i;,f,i ^v«uke«l f he replied, "sometimes on ' I ' stnet ;" and where he boaidiMl ? ho 
n'jiij.(j, "he liad n(» boardiiip-huu^e, and was a po(»r man win) p»t his livinjr with the jiick,*' 
J*^">«h 111- liore upon his shoulder, having stolen it from the intrenehnu'nts of the capital. 
• I"»u litiiiir 1, rested a;:ain why he came there at that time of nijjlit to po to work, he an- 
vniu.,\ |j„jj [jj. hiniply called fo see what time h«" .'*hould po to work in the morninp. Upon 
I"''-!; toiil hy tin* tithcer, ^\ho fortunately had j»rece»led him to this house, that he would havo 
'•'IT" to fln» pr,,vo.«t nuii^hal's office, he inovtMl and did not answer, whereupon Mrs. Surratt 
"■ft" a-'lii-i] tj step inte. the hall an«l state whether she knew this num. IJaisinp her ripht hand 
**•«' 'Xfiaiiiied, " IJefore (iod, sir, I hav« not sec-n that man betbie; I have not hired him; X 
<*Y.''t kiu.w anythinp about him." The hall was ]»rilliantly liphted. 

II "»t one word had been said, the mere act of Payne in fiyinp to her house for shelter 
*wilil have borne witness apainst her, stronp as proots* from Holy Writ. Hut when she «lenie.*«, 
*['K In Hiinp his declarations, that hhe had sent for him, or that she had pone to him and 
yj'*"! him, and calls her (iod to witness that she liad never seen him, antl knew nothiup of 
>uai, whvUf iu point of fact, she hud seen him for four succciisive dayd iu her own bouse, iu 
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the Hamc clotbinp^ which Iw then wore, who can result for a moment the conclusion Chat Hhi 
parties were alike (guilty? 

The testiinouy of Spanjrler's complieitris c<»nclui«ive an<l brit'f. It was impoMible tobw 
for oscnpn after assassinating the Pivsident, and Buch utliers as might Bttt.*nd him in Fan 
Theatre, without arraiipreiiients being first made to aid the flight of the adbassiu aud toM 
extent prevent immediate ])nrKuit. 

A 8tahh« was to he provided closo to Ford's Theatre, in which the hontes could beffl 
W'akil and kept ready for the assassin's uso whem-vtT the nnirderous blow was strw 
Accordingly, Hooth tecretly, through Maddox, liinnl a stable in rear of tho theatre and ec 
necting with it by an alley, as early as tin* 1st of .luiiuary last; showing that at that time 
had concluded, uotwithstnudiug nil that lias In^en said to the contrary, to murder the Pn 
dent in Ford's Theittre aud jirovide the lueaiisforinnufvliuteand successful tlight. Consfii 
of his guilt, lie ]Niid the rent for this stahh; thnnigh Maddox, month by mouth, giving l 
the money. lie employed Spangler, doubtless for tin* ii-usou that lie could trm^t him « 
the secret, as a carpenter to fit up this shi'd, so that it would funiisli room for two horsM, i 
provide*! the. door with lock and key. Spangler did this wvirk for him. Then, it wajDe( 
sary that a carp<*nter having access to the theatre should be employed by the as!»as!«in to j 
vide a bar (or the outer door of the pjissagi* leading to the President's hox, so that when 
entered upon liis work of aswissination he would lie secure from iuterniption from then 
By the evidence it is shown that Spangler was in the 1m»x in which the President wasm 
dered on the attenwMm of the 14th of April, and when then* damned the President audG 
oral Grant, and said the President ought to lu? ctirsed, he had got so manv good men kill 
showing not only his hostility to the Presitl««nt, but the cause of it — that fie h/»d lK?eu fiutl 
to hia oiith and luid resisted that great rebellion in the interest of which his life was about 
be sacrificed by this man and his co-conspirators. In perfi»rniing the work wLflk 1 
donbtless lafou intrusted to him by liooth, a mortise was cut in the wall. A wooden ban 
prepared, one end of which ctnild be remlily inserted in the mortise and the other piw 
against the vi]ev of the d<H»r on the inside so ivs to prevent its Iwing oi»ened. Spangler 1 
the skill and the op))ortuniiy to do that work and all the additional work which was done 

It is in evidence that the screws in *' the kJMjjM^rs" to the locks on each of the innurdo 
of the l)ox occupied by the President were drawn. The attempt has be<Mi made, on bebiil 
tlie prisoner, to show that tfiis was donc^ some time before, accidentally, and with no bad 
sign, and had not l)cen repaired by reason of inadvertence; but that attempt luis ait« 
failed, because the testinionv adduced for that purpose relates excliisivelv to but one of 
two inner doors, while the tact is, that the screws were drawn in both, and the additional i 
caution taken to cut a sumll hole through one of these doors through which the iKirly 
proaching and while in the private pjissage would be (enabled to look into the box ami exam 
the exact posture of the President before entering. It wjis also deenuHl essential, in thee 
cntion of this phtt, that some on«* shoiibl watch at the outer door, in tlie rear of the thea 
by which alone the assassin ctuild hope for escape. It was for this work Iio«»th soiijb 
employ Chester in January, offering .s^t.OtKI dt>wn of tlm money of his employers, and 
assurance* that he should never want. What Chester refused to do Spangler undertook i 
promised to do. When IJooth brought liis horse to the rear diior of the theatre, on theev 
m^ of the murder, he calle^l for Spangler, who went to him, when Hootli w;ls heard to i 
to uim, "Ned, you'll lielp mo all you can, won't you." To which Spangler replied, '*( 
yes." 

When Booth made his escape, it is testified by Colonel Stewart, who pursued him acr 
the stage and out through the sanur door, that as he approached it some one slammed itidi 
Kitterspaugli, who was standing behind the scones when BcHtth fired the pistol ami fliid, s 
Booth run down the passagi? towards the back door, aud j)ursuetl him ; but Booth drew 
knile upon him and pass<*d out, slaiuining the door after him. Kiiteispaugh opened it a 
went thi-ough, leaving it oprn iM'hind him, leaving Spangler inside, and in a jHjsitiDn fi" 
which he readily could have reached the door. Bitterspaugh also states that v«'ry quiC' 
afUrr ho had passes! through this door lie was followi'd by a large man, the first who fmlo^ 
him, aud wlio was, doubtless, Colonel Stewart. St<*waVt is very iK»sitive that he saw 1 
door slanmied ; that he liims<df was ccmsirained to opi-n it, au<l had some difficulty in open 
it. lie also testifiea that as lie approached the door a man stood near enough to havetVc 
it to with his hand, and this man, the witness U-lieves, was the prisoner Spangler. Kitt 
paugh has sworn tliat lie left the door open behind him when \\o. went our, and that he 
first followed by the largi* man, Colonel Stewart. Who slammed that door behind Ritt 
augh \ It was not Ritterspaugh ; it could not have been Booth, for Ritterspaugh sw* 
that Booth was mounting his horse at the time; and Stewart swears that Bottth was^^ 
his horse wlien he came out. That it was Spangler who slanuned the door after Kii^ 
paugh may not only be infernfd from Stewart's testftnony, but it is made very clear bj 
own conduct afterwards upon the return of Kittersi)augh to the stage. The door biiug t 
open, and Uitters])augh being asked wliich way liooth went, had answered. Kittei^pfl 
says ; ' ' Then I came l)ack on the stage, where 1 had lef> Edward Spangler ; he hit uie 
the face with his hand and said, 'Don't say which way he went.' I asked him whal 
meant by slapping mo in the mouth ? He said, 'For God's sake, shut up.'" 

The testimony of Withers is adroitly handled to throw doubt upon these facts. It cftO 
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Bvail, for Withers says he was knocked in the scene by Bootli, and when ho " came to" he 
got aside view of him. A man kuooked down and senseless, on ** cominf^ to" mi|ifht mis- 
take anybody by a side view for Booth. 

An at'temirt has l>oen made by the defence to discredit this testimony of Ritterspauf^h, by 
ihowiuj^his contradictory statemeuts to (viiford, Curhui, and Lanii>. neither of wnoni do in 
fact contradict him, but substantially sustain him. None but a guilty man would have met 
the witness with a blow for statinp which way the assassin had pone. A like confession of 
gailt was made by Sjiangler when thv, witness Miles, the sameeveuinj^, and directly after the 
auassiuatiou, came to the back door, where Spanri^lcr was standing with others, and asked 
SpaugltT who it was that held the horse, to whii-h 8panpl(ir replied: " Hush ; don't say any- 
thiup about it." He confessed his puilt a^ciin when he denied to Mary Anderson the fact, 
proviKi here beyond all question, tliat Booth had called him when lie came to that door with 
nis horse, usinpf the emphatic words, **No, he did nt)t ; he did not call me." The roi)e comes 
to bear witness a^insthim, as did the rope which Atzerodt and Herold and John PI. Surratt 
hadcairieil to »Surrattsville and deposited there with the carbines. 

It is only surprisintr that the injjeuious C(»unsel did not attempt to explain the deposit of 
therupe at Surrattsville by the same method that he adopted in explanation of the dei>osit of 
ihisntpe, some sixty feet lou<r, found in the carjjet-sack of Spanpjler, unaccounte<l for savo 
by 8onie evidence wLich tends to show that lu< may have carrie<l it away from the theatre. 

It is not needful to take time in the recnpitulaiion of the evidence, which shows a»nclu- 
HTely that David K. Herold was one of these conspirators. His continued association with 
Booth, with Atzerodt, his visits to Mrs. Surratt's, his attendance at the theatre with Payne, 
8unatt, and Atzerodt, his connexion with At/.erodt on the eveuinpr of the murder, riding 
irithhiaion the street in the direction of and near to the theatre at thehoiur appointed for the 
workuf a<<sa88iuation, and his final flight and arrest, show~that he, in common with all the 
other parties on trial, and all the parties named upon your record not upon trial, had 
ojiubiued and confederated to kill and murder in the interests of the rebellion, as charg-edand 
•pftitii'd against them. 

That this conspiracy was entered into by all these parties, both present and absent, is thus 
proved by the acts, meetinjjs, declarations, an<l correspondence of all the jiarties, beyond any 
TOUbt whatever. True it is circumstantial evidence, but the court will remember the nil© 
bffurt' recited, that circumstances cannot lie ; that they are held sufficient in every court 
where jibtice is judicially administered to establish tlu» fact of a conspiracy. I shall take 
B*J funber notice of tlie remark made by the learned counsel who opened for the defence, 
•nd which has been foUowvd by several of his associat(^<(, that, under the Constitution, 
^ rejjuirw two witnesses to j)rove the overt act of hiph treason, than to say, this is not 
tcharfre of hijjh treason, but of a treasonable conspiracy, in aid of a rebellion, with intent to 
^wid murder the executive officer of the I'^nitr-d States, and commander of its armies, and 
w the murder of the President in pursuance of that conspirac\"; and with the intent laid, &c. 
Neither by the Constitution, nor by the rules of the common law, is any fact connected with 
this Hllejjation require<l to be estaKlisluMl by the testiuiony of more than one witness. I 
"•ight say, however, that every substantive averment against each of the parties named upon 
Uiisrvcurd has been established by the testimony of more than one witness. 

That the sevrml accused did enter into this cimspiracy with John Wilkes Booth and John 
H. Surratt to murder the otHcers of this government named upon the record, in pursuance of 
^e wishes of their employers and instigators in Kichmond and (^inadjv, and with intent 
thenby to aid the exi.sting* rebellion and subvert the Constitution and laws of the United 
^titfej, as alleged, is no longer an open question. 

The intent as laid was exurt^ssly declared by Sanders in the meeting of the conspirators at 
"onireal in February last, by Booth in Virginia and New York, and by Thompson to Con- 
OTer uud Montgomery; but* if there were no testimony directly upon this point, the law 
Would presume the intent, for the reason that such was the natural and necessary tendency 
**»;J^nijiuiiV.st design of the act itself. 

Theleume<l g«:ntleman (Mr. Johnson) says the government has survived the assassination 
w thf President, and thereby would have you infer that this conspiracy was not entered into 
*J« attenipuHl to be executed with the intent laid. With as much show of reason it might 
°**|ud that because the government of tin* United States has survived this unmatched re- 
"Cllioii, it therefore results that the relnd conspirators waged war ujion the g. venunent with 
**<*.pUrpose or intent thereby to subvert it. By the law we have seen that without any direct 
jvideuoe of previous combination and ajj^reement between these j>arties, the conspiracy might 
"* Wablished by evidence of the acts of the prisoners, or of any others with whom they co- 
'^Pjnued, c<jncurringm tlie execution of the connnon design. (Roscoe, 41(5.) 
-3 as there co-operation between the several accused in the execution of this conspiracy? 
**^ttbere was is as clearly established by the testimony as is the fact thjit Abraham Lincoln 
**« killed and murdered by John Wilkes Biioth. The evidence shows that all of the ac- 
2f^» save Mudd and Arnold, were in Washington on the 14th of April, the day of the as- 
rjjiuation, together with John Wilkes Booth and John H. Surratt; that on that day Booth 
*** 1 secret interview with the prisoner Mary E. Surratt ; that immediately thereafter she 
^?t to Surrattsville to perform her part of the prei>aTatiou necessary to the successful exe- 
^Hi&of the conspiracy, and did make that preparation ; that John U. Surratt had arrived 
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liorp from Cftnada, notifyinp tlio parties tLat the price to he paid for this great prime laid 
Ih fii ])ruviiIt'U inr, ;it li'iu*t in part, )iy thodcposit n^'fipts of Apiil (ith for AlfH^,lKW», jirocnrrd 
hv 'riioiiip>uii of tlio Ontmio Hank, Motitrunl, CnntulH: that lie wha also propaied to kwp 
watcli, or strii;e a Mow, aii<l rcmly for the couteiuplutcil tli^ht ; that Atzerodi, on the itler- 
iiiHiii of that dHv. was snkiii^ to ohtaiii a horse, the )H>ttt'r to Nfoure liis own fuift'tr hy t\^ 
ufrur lio should have porfornicd the tusk wliirli hf* had voluntarily undertaken hy contntctin 
the consnirary — the murder of Andrew Johnson, tln'U Vice-i*resideiit of the I'nited Smtw; 
tliat he ui«l pnM'uif u horse fiir tlmt purpose al Nayior's, an<l was si^en ahout nitiC o'clwkio 
the «'veninj^ to ride to the Kirkwood llnuse, wIhti- the Viee-rn*sident then Mas, dismount, 
and enter. At a previous hi)ur Ilooili was in the Kirkwood House, anil lett his i'»m1, iiuwii 
c'vi<lenee, dnuhtless intended to Ih' sent 'tn the hmmu of the Viee-rre.««idi'ur, and whiidi wwil 
tlje>e words: ** Jhuft wi.sh to distnrh yoii. An* yon at hoiu«- .' ,J. Wiike*» Ilooth." Atie 
rndt, when In* niatle apjdii-ation at Ih'tnik's in the at'renioon turthe horse, s/iid to NVeifbuiaiui 
\vhn wii« there. In- was jroinjrto ri»li' in tlie eountry, and that *'hi* was iroiujv'to pet a hi»r:*«- at\« 
wud fuT Payne." He ijid irct ahi rsi- for Tayne, as well as lorhiuiself: t\irii ispro\en tliutoutk 
l'2th h<' wa-' siru in Wa«;iiinirt«»n ridin;; the horse which had Imh'ji procured by Honth. iucoiE 
pany with Mudd, last Novi-rnU'r. Iroui iardniT. A siuiilar hor<«e wasti«'d bef«ire the diwc 
Sir. St'ward on the uijjht «if tla- nuuxlrr, was ca[itinvd alter the Hipht *»( INiyuf, wliowa 
8e«'n to ri«Ie away, and whicdi liorse i» now identiticd as tin- (Gardner horse. BiMtth alsopn 
eund a lior.w«» ou tin* same <ldy, to«»k it to his siahh* in tin* rear of the theatn*. when- he ha 
an interview with Spanplrr, and >^ here lie concealed it. Ilerold. to4i, uhtained a hofM* i 
the at'fernoon, and was seen hotwj-eu nine and If n o'clock ridinp with Atzerodt dowa th 
Hvi'iiUi' fioni tin* trea.sury, then up Fourteenth and down F btrcet, passiujj close by Ford 
Theatre. 

(TFau^hlin had conio to Wasliluf^ton the day bc-fore, liad sought out his vwtiui (Oi'Upt 
firant) at the house of the Secretaiv t)f War, that he nn^ht be ahli; with certaiuiv to iiit'Uti. 
liiui, anil at the very hour wiuu liu-M- pnparations wen- jroinp on was lyinpr in wait sit Kul 
man's, on the avenuf, keeping watch, unit declariii;;, as lie ditl. at about J(» o'clock p. tl: 
wlu-n tohl tnat tlif fatal blow had la:en struck h\ Hooth, "I don't bi'lii've HootlMJid it 
Pmiujr the day, an<l the nijrht bfkm', In- had Ueu vi.»ilin«r Hontli, and doubt le«»s «'Ucour* 
iii^ him, and at that viM-y hour was in ])osition, at a convenient tlistance, to aid ami proti.' 
iiini in hi-i Hi}rht. jus well as tn execute hi'* own jmrt of the conspirai-y by infiictiup d<-uihup< 
(ieueral (Irani, who hap]»iiy was not at the tla.atie nor in the city, haviujj left the city ik 
day. Who doubts that. IJooth bavin;: asci-rtaine.l in the course ot tla? tlay that (icne 
(Jrant would n«it he pve^tent at the theatre, O'Lau^rhlin, who was to nnirder (leneiidOnki 
instead of entering the box with liooth, was detailed to lie in wait, and watch and :siipp< 
him. 

llisthM-laratioim of his reasons fur changing his lodjrinjrs here and in Baltimore, cfter 
nnmler, so ahly an<l so inj^inioUHly pn-senti-d in tin- ar^jfunjent vt' his learne«l cotm^el, (3 
C'«'X,) avail n«ithinj; U-fore the bhi»>tin^ tact that h»* did change his b.nl^injrs, and dedal 
*'he kn«'w uothinjr of the Jitlair whatever." O'l.nu^rhliii, wla> lurked heri', conspiiiiig da 
with Booth and Arnold for six we<ks to *\n tliis muMier, declan-s "he knew nothin^r of ' 
affair." O'l^aUfrhlin, who ."alii he was "in ihi- oil bnsiue.-s," which Hooth and Surratt, i« 
Favne and AruoM. have all declared nnsint tlii> v-onspiiacv, sav.s he " knew notIiii:jr of ' 
ntrair.'' O'l.au^hlin, tt) whom JhH«tb Miit the d^^^.atches of the J3th and '-iTth of Marcl 
O'Lauprhlin, who is named m Arnold'> .eiii-r as om- ol the conspirators, and who scurcl 
for (iencMal (irant on Thursday nijrlit. i.ii<i in \ .lit for hiju on Fridjiy, whj* defeated liv tl 
l*rovi<l«Mi'e " which .shaj»es *iur end>.' an 1 hiid iii wait to aid Uoutli and l*a\ne, «lfcla 
*Mie knows nothiu;:^ of the matt«-r." Suiii a ilenial is as false and inexcusable as IVIlt'h 
iiial of our J^ord. 

Mrs. .Surratt had arrived at home, fn in the <'onipletien of her part in llio ))lot, about 1 
past ei^^ht t>'clock in the evenin;^. A I'fw m.»nient- atierwards she was called to the p*i 
and tln.Me had a private ii'lcrvie.v wi:h "i-.i.ie < ne unseen, but wh«>.-»e retreaiiujjf looistcp?* ^v 
heard by tin* witn«-ss Weiclnuann. Thi' was «ioU".t;e>.s the !*«-ciet and last >isilof .lohxi 
Surratt to his mother, who had in.^ii^niiid ami eiiciura^ed him to strike lliis trailorotus i 
murderous blow a;;ainst his conntiy. 

While ail these pix'parations wen* ^»'iii:4" on, ^fudd was awaitiufr the execution of the p 
ready to faithfully peiform his juirt in .-.tcurin^r tla- safe escape vif the murderers*. Arn 
%va.s at his jMist at Fortress ^bmroe, iiwallin^ the meeiinjj; referred to in his leit'.T of M* 
27, wherein he says they wi-re imi "to meet I'orannmth or sti," which month bad U' 
than exjiiied on tlie day of the inurdi-r, f,»r his lettctr and the lestiiniuiy diffdose that ' 
nit»nth of suspensitui be^^an to run iVom a^iait the ilist week in March. He i4tOi>d ready "*' 
the arms which Hootli had furnihlud hiin t«» aid the escape of the murderers by that roi 
ami securi' their counnunication with their employers. He had jfiven the assurance iu ^ 
b'lter to Jhiotli, that although the pnernmeiit "suspicioned tliem," and the nudcriflk 
was "bec«mjinjj complicated," yet "a tinur more propitious would arrive" for the cou*u 
mation of tliis conspiracy in which he "was one" with Booth, and w* hen he v^uuld 
better prepared to ajruiu be with him." 

Such were tlie pivparations. TJie horses wore in readiness ft)r tlie Hip^ht ; the ropes W* 
procured, duubtkBa fur the pnrpoiso of tyini; tho burses at whatever point they mig^^ 
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eomtninc'd to dolay nnJ to spciire tlicir bont:* to tlieir niooringrs in iimkin<2r tlicir "wny aonws 
ihe Puioniac. Tlie five numlf rouM i-unip knives, thv two curbinr?*, the cijrht levuivers, tlio 
Durrinpr. iu oonrt ami idiMititictl, all were ready for ilit^ work of dent li. Tlie jmrt tliul each 
ha<l play«l lins alnwuly bei'n in part stated iu this ar^iimeiit, aud needs no r»])eiitlon. 

BcHiih priicceded to the theatre about nine o\'loek in the evening, at the fiiw.e time that 
AtzeriHli and Ttiyne and Ilerold were ridinrr the streets, while Sunatl, havinp: j»ai ted with 
hismufluT at tlie brief inter>-iew in her ])arlor, tVoin whieh his retreatinfr steps were heard, 
VHS wHlkiny: the avenue, booted and spurred, and dnubtle^s consulting; with (.)*J.aup^iiiiu. 
WLeu I»(i<iih veurhed tlie rear of the theatre he called Spaxnrlj.r to hiiu, (^wh«)se denial ol tliat 
fact wln'H ehurp'd with it, as i)rov«'n hy three witnesses, is verv sijrnilieant,) and reeeived 
fri»mJ:?|ianL'!»T lii> pledp* U* h«Mp him all he e<»uld, when, with Hnoth, he entered the tln'atro 
hy the .s;a};e-<linir, thmbtless to see that the way was clear I'rom tiie box to the rear door of 
thpthf-niu', and hmk niK>n their victim, whose exact jMisition they couhl study from the stajrc. 
Alti'rii.is view Iiontli paj*s<'S to the street, iu front of the theatre, where, on the pavement 
withotluT c<in'ipiruroi-s yet unknown, amontr tlicin one described a.-^ a low-browed villain, 
LeavmiMli«- appuintr-il moment. JJooth him«'lf, impatient, ««nters the vestibule of the theatre 
from tlinlV'Mit and asks tin* lime, lie is rel'erred to the clock and returns. l're»entl\, as the 
hvur nf ten o'i'h'ek a]»pr<»ai'hed, one of his jruilty associates calb-d tlie time: th«'y wait ; 
airuiii, as tlie nmments elapsed, this ct»nspiraior upon watch calle<l the time ; apiin. as the 
ap})(iiiitcil liour diaws nlrrh, he c^dls the time; and tinally, when tiic fatal moment airives, 
Li' repi-.'i!-: in a louder tune, " ten minutes pa<t ten o'llock." Ten minutes past ten tiVIock .' 
Tin- luair liiis cnme when the red rijjht hand of the.se murderous cuuspira:ors should strike, 
auii tW (In'uduil de«'d nf assassination be dime. 

linitli, at the ap]Miint<Ml moment, entered the theatre, ascended to the dress-circle, ))a>se(l 
to tin- rijrht. paMM-<l n moment, lookiuji down, dollbtle^s to seer if Spani^ler was at hi> post, 
aii'I ap)iri'aihe<l the outer door of the clos«« pa«*sa«j:e iradinj; ti» the box (»i'cuj»ied by tlh' Presi- 
dent, prr-^.v-.i it f.pcii, parsed in, and closed the passajje door lu-hind him. SpanjrlerVbar 
y'^it* ill its ji!:ici'. Mud was readily adjusted by Jhioth iu the mortise, and pressi'd a<rainsf'tho 
iiiDt-r NJijir (if tin- <hiiir, so that he was secure fnnn interruption from wiiliout. lie pas.s«"s oil 
toibi-iuxt diMir. iuime<liately behind tin- President, a!id there stoppinjjf, looks through the 
■pTlure in tiic d«M»r into the Presidmt's box and <leliberately observes the j>recise position 
ot li;.s vlnini, seated iu the chair which had bren pn-pared by the conspirators as the altar 
wrtlji! surjiici-, Icmkint: cahuly and quietly down up«'n the plad and prateful pc'opie whom 
by bis ti,],.]ity Iu- bad <av('d from the p<'ril wjiich had threaiene<l the destruction tM their frov- 
cniiiH-m, ami ail tliey h«'ld d«'ar this side «if the frrave. and whom he had come U]ion iu\ita- 
tion to ;jrM"i ^^i;ll his presence, with the wonls still lin^e»in^ upon his lips whieh he had 
ctti.n'd with uJii'ovfied brad and uplifted hand before (iod and his countiy, when i»n the 
a"ii»luif last Mareh he took a^ain the oath to preserve, protret, and deft-nd the Constitution, 
w^larinir tit.jt he eutered upon the duties of iiis jrrent otiii't^ "with malice towar»l none — 
^illu'liari'.y tor all." In a monu'Ut more, stren«rlhened by the knowiedp* that his co-cou- 
*i»irat.ii> ivi:r all at tiieir posts, .»ifven at lea^t of them present in the city, two of them, 
^hnlil and Arnold, at riieir appointed jdaces, watching for iiis coming', this liiretl assassiu 
n'»vissf,.j,i;|,;iv tlinMiu-li the door, the !astenin<rs of w liich had Ikm-u removed to tacilitate his 
cwrauci.-, ijn.'s ujion iiis victim, and the martyr spirit of Aukaham Limoln juscends to Ciod. 

" Tri-a-'»n Iiuh jIhth' hU worist ; nor -iti'i,-!, nor poinni, 
3Iali('i- iloiiifxtir, lon-i^rii li-vy, uottiiug 
C.iii tiiuch iiiui lunlur.' 



At the s.ime hour, when the.se accused and their co-cou'^]»initors in T?i(dimond and Canada, 

"yflx" hand of .ImIiii Wilke.s Honth, intlicted this mortal wuuud wliieh deprived the n public 

w M.^ il, 5,.|,,|,.j.^ ;^j,,j ^\\\^.^\ tjij.^ \ti\u\ from ocean to ocfHii with a stranire, frreat sorrow, i'avne, 

* Very (Ji-niou in human form, with the words t»f iMlsehond upon his lips, that he was* tho 

•^t'er «it" a ine-.sa'j-e froni the phvsician of the vetierable Soeretarv of Mutate, sweeps bv his 

■^"ftiit, l•n^•nunteJ^, hi-i son, wln» pn»tests that the assassin shall not disturb his lather. ]>ros- 

ratv tju ;i )„.,[ ,,j- <;(.]viie.ss. and receives for answer tin- assassin's Idow iVoin the revolver iu 

''»luini|, iv|.»'at'-d aptin ami a<rain, rushe< into the room, is eucoiintered hy Majiir Si'Wtird, 

""'•'ts woimd atter woiinil upon him with his murderous knite, is encountered by Ilansell 

''* 'ieliinsiui, raeh of whom he also woun<ls, sprinyrs upon the defenceli>ss and feeble .Secre- 

. r>' «»t f>iH!i-. sialis lirst ou one side of his throat, tlien on the otln'r, aj^ain in the face, and 

^''^ly previ iitcd from literally hackinp: «)nt his life by the persi-^teuce an<l courap' itf the 

*''i'Jant Koiiinson. lie tunis to the. and, hi«j jriant arm and nmrderous liaml for a moment 

j! '^'^lyzcilliy the con'*ciousness ot jr^ilt, he drojis his weapons of death, one in tlu- house, 

,.'' otla-r at the doi»r, where they \\v\v taken up, and are here now to bear witness arrainst 

.'^J- lb; attem]»ls i-scajM" on the horse w Inch JJooth and Mudd had procureil of Gardner — 

^^}* what success has already been stated. 




-,.'j»s into the Pei*. n<y Ivan iu House at two o'clock in the mornin<^ with another of tho 
^**«piraiors, yet uuknowu. There he remained until about five o'clock, when he left, fouud 



105S 



REPORT OP THE SECRETARY OP WAS. 



his way to Georgctovni, pawned one of his revolvers, now in court, and fled nortliirard into 
Murvhind. 

Ill* is traced to Montgomerv county, to the honso of Mr. Mi'tx, on the Sundfiy Niicreedhig 
the uiiinlcr, where, us is proved by th«» tosfiiimnv of thrii* witnesses, ht» sHid tliat it' the man 
that wuM to follow (veneriil (i rant had folh)wcd fiim, it was likHv that Gnint wa.< shot. To 
one of thesi; witnesses (Mr. Layiimn) he sai«l, he did not tliink 6rant hud been killed: w,il 
he liud been kithfti, he was kilUd by a man who pit on the cars at tlie i«ame time that Giinl 
did : thus disclosini^ most clearly that mie of his eo-coiispirators was assigned tlic ta^k d 
killiii<r and nnirderinjr GentTal (iraiit, and tiiat At/erodt knew that fieneral (vrant hadlef 
tlie city of Washinji^ton, a fact which is n<»t disputed, on the Friday eveninp uf the murder. 
l»y the eveninp train. Thns tliis intendrd victim of the coii<piracy escaj)e«l, for that niglit 
tlie knives iin<l revolvers of Atzeroilt, and ()'Lau<rhlin, and Payne, and Herold, and Bootli 
anil John II. Snrrart. an<l, iHT«'hance, Harper and Caldwell, and twenty others who wer 
tlien here Ivins: in wait tVir his lift*. 

In the mean time Hootli and Herold, takinpr the route lieforc aj^reed upon, make direetl 
after the assa>slnation for the Anac«Ktia brid;r«*. Honth crosses tirst, pivt»< his nnme, j»a$« 
the pmird, and is sjH'eilily followrd by H'Told. They make tlu-ir way directly to Snnattsvilli 
where Herold calls to Lloyd, '* brinir •»ut tln»se thinjjs," showiiif^that thtTe ha I lu-n cinitmnn 
cation between them and Mrs. Surratt afnT lier reiurTi. Hoth tliecarbin*;s IxMn*; in rcivliueR 
accordinjj to Mary E. Snrratt's dirrerions, Imth AV«Te brought out. They t(M>k but one. Boirt 
declined to <"arrv the other, Havin<r tliat his iintb was broken. Thev then declared that thev ha 
mnrdere*! the l*ri'sident and thi* Secretarv of State. Thev then make tlieir wav dir»rtlv loll 
house of the urisoner, Mudd, assuri'd of safi't v and securitv. Tliev arrived earlv in the nion 
injr, before <lay, and no man kmms at wh-Jt hour tlu-y lett. Harold rode to>\aids BrvH 
town witli Mudd about thre<» o'cl«»ck that afiernodu, in the vicinity of whicli plafi* he parte 
with bini, rem:nninp in tlie su amp. nnd wa^* aftrrwards seen returninj^ the •sanu* af?enKH«ninlb 
dir^tion of Mudd's hoiL<e : about which time, a little before sundown, Mu<ld retnnu>dfroi 
liryantown towards liis home. This villaj^.» at tlu-. time Mudd was in it was thronp-d wit 
soldiers in pursuit of the nnirderers of the IVesident, and althou*;h jrreat care ha" bwntake: 
by the delenee to deny that any (»ne said in the pre'««'nce of Dr. Mudd, €*itlier tiiPiv orebi 
wheix? on that «lav, who had couunitti'il this crime, vet it is in evidence bv two witiiossei 
whose truthl■ulne^s no man (juestions, that upon Mu«ld's n-tuni to his own liou>e, that sftei 
noon, he stated tliat liooth was tiu' munlerer i»f the l*re«ident, ami Boyle tht* nuirdcrerd 
Secretarv iS-ward, but took care to nuike the further remark that Ho«»th had b!-oth»r<. audb 
did not know which of them h:id done the act. AVlien did Dr. Mudd learn that H4j«ithluM 
brothers? And what is still more ]H*rtini'nt to this inquiry, from whom did lie learn tha 
either John Wilkes Hooth or any of his bn»ther8 had murdered the IMe^idi-nt ' Jtisclea 
that Booth remained in his house until some time in the afternoon of Saturday : that Heroli 
left the house alone, as one «if the witnesses states, beinj^ seen tti pass thi* window; thathi 
alone of these two assassins was in the couMtanv of l»r. Mudd on his wav to Hrvantewn 
It does not appear when Hen»hl returned to Mudd*s house. It is u confession of I>r. Mua 
himself, proven by one of the witnesses, that Booth h*ft his house on crutcht-s, and >n'Dtii 
the din^ciion of the swam}>. How lonjj he remained there, and what became of ihelior* 
which B(H)ih and Hendd rode to his hous*-. and which were nut into his stable, are facts no 
where disclos«'d bv the evidence. The owners testifv that thev have nevi»r sct-n tlichurse 
since. The accused pve no ex]danation <»f the matter, and when Herohl and Boutli ww 
captured they hail not these Ikmsi-s in their p«»ssessi«m. How comes it that, on Miidd'sW 
turn from Brvantown, outheevenini'ol' Saturdav, in his conversation with Mr. HardvanJMi 
Farrell, the witnesses betore referre«l to, he jjave the name of Btn^tli as the murderer of IB 
President and that of Boyle as the munlerer of Secretary Seward and his son, and carefull 
avoided intimating to eitiier that Booth had come to his hou.<e early that day, and had n 
niained there until the afternoon ; that he left him in his housfand had furnishe*! biin araio 
with w hicli Booth attempted to disjruise himself by shavinjj olV his moustache / How com* 
it, also, that, up«ui beinrr asked by tlinse two witness<s whether the Bixith who kilMtl 
President was the one who had been then» last fall, he answered that he did not kno^ 
whf'ther it was that man or one of his brothers, but he understood he luul some brothers, an 
added, that if it was the Booth wlm was thc're last fall, he knew that our, but conceilr 
the fact that this man had been at his house <m that day and was then at his hous<«, audh* 
attempted, in his i>resenc(?, to dispui>e his jH-rson ? He was sorry, very sorry, that the thin 
hail occurred, but ni»t so .sorry as to be w illinrj to give any evidence to these two neipbbwr 
who wen' manifestly honest and upiijrht men, that the nnirdiTer had lxH?n harbiirfMl inh 
house all day, and was probably at that moment, as his own sub.<erpient C4>nfession bhow 
lyinj; concealed in his htuise or near by, subject to his call. This is tke man who undertak" 
to show by his own <leclaration, ottered in evidence apiinst my protest, of what hesaidafte 
ward.s, on Sunday afternoon, the lOth, to his kinsnmn. Dr. Geor^t D. Mudd, t(» whomheth* 
stated that the tuisassination of the President was a most damnable act — a couelusiion 
which nu»st men will agrees with him, and to establish which liis testimony was not needi 
But it is to be renwirked that this accused did not iutim:tte that the man whom he knew t 
evening before was the nuirderer had fouml refuge in his house, had disguised his penc 
and sought cuuccaluient in the swamp upon the crutches which he had provided for hi 



UEPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR. 1057 

WhrtliJ he conceal thi- tact from bis kin^inati .' After the cluircli scrvi^'cs wtro over, how- 
ever. iuaimtlKT CDiiviTsutimi on thoir wav lnnno, be »li<l t«'ll J>r. (MMir«r(.» MiuUI tlmt two siis- 

SicioUiJ persons bad been at bis bouse, wbo bail couio tben' a little bctore daybreak on Satnr- 
iiy iiiorniiip^ : tbut one uf tbeni bad a broken Je«;, wbicb be banda<^ed ; tbat tbey got somc- 
thinjrto eat at bis lum.-ic; tbat tbiy sttenied to be? laborinji^ under more excitement tbau prob- 
■bly wohM result tVoni tbe injury: tbar tbey said tbry eamo from IJryantown, and incjuired 
the wuv to Parson Wilmer's: tkat wliib* at bis bouse one of tbem called for a razor and 
fhavttl iiiniself. Tlie witness says, *' 1 do not n'member wlu*tber be said tbat tbis party 
fhavecl«itf his wbi^ker.s or bis moustaebe, but be altered soniewliat, or probably niatrrially, 
his frtlnrrs."' Finally, tiie prisoner. Dr. Mudd, told this witne>s tbat be, in company witb 
tbeyuuntrrr of tbe two men, went «lown tbe road towards Dryantown in search ot a vehicle 
to lak** the wounded man away froiu bis bouse. Mow comes it tbat be concealed in this con- 
vws;i:i.'n the tact prove«l, that be went with llerold towards Hryantown and left Herold out- 
side of the t«»wn .' How comes it that in this second conver.'^atiou, on Sunday, insisted upon 
herewith sufli pertinacity ais evidence tor the defence, but wbicb bad ntrver been called for by 
thejiruJM'i'ulion. lie concealed lnun bis kinsman tbe tact wbicb be bad disclosed tbe day bc- 
fori' to Hardy and Farrell. tbat it was Hootb who assassinated ibe President, and tbe fact 
which is now di^clo^^ed by bis other confessions }:riven in evidence f'»r tbe jirosecuiitm, tbat it 
wasB<Kith whom be bad >belt<Meii, C(»neeale»l in bis bouse, and aided to bis bidiji<^-placo in 
the swamp? He voluntC'-rs as evidence bis I'uriber .statement, however, to this witness, tbat 
onSsiutlay eveninjr be r»'<juested tbe witness to state to the military autborith'S that two sus- 
picious |m:tsous bad been at his bouse, and see if anytbinjr could be made of it. He did not 
tell ihi- witness what In^^'anie of Hen»ld. an«l where lie parled with him on the way to IJryan- 
town. How ctMues it that when he w as in Uiyaniown on th«i Saturday evenin;r before, when 
he knew that I.Ji>(»ib was then at his house, an«l that Hootb was the murderer of tbe President, 
hediJnot liimself state it to the military authorities tlien in that villajije, as lie well knew? 
Iti<diflicidt so see what kiiulh'"! his su-^pii-iiMis <»n Sunday, if none were in bis mind on Sat- 
urday, when be was in pos>es>ion t»f the tact that Booth bad murdered tbe l*resident, uud 
was then sccretinjr and disj^ui.'>iii;jf bimst'lf in the pii.-soner's own bouse. 

Hi;! cuiiver»iatit»u \vjtb (iardner on the same Sunday at the eburcb is al.>o introduced here 
to relieve him tVom fne ijverwbelininp: evidences of his g"uilt. He communicates nothinjj to 
Gardner iif tlie fact that Hootb h>itl be-.'u in his house; notbinp: of the fact tbat he knew tbe 
"•y before tbat Huotb bad inunlered the l*re>ident; nothinj; of tbe fact that Hootb had dis- 
pJweu or u: tempted to di'iiruise hiiiHelf; noihin;; of th<' tact tbat he had ;^one with Hooth's 
*Mociiite. Herobl, in search of a vehicie, the more speedily to exp^.-'lite their llij^bt; notbinpf 
W thftl;ict that Hootb liad found conci-alment in the woods and swamp near his bouse, upon 
^cruirbos wbicb he bad turnisbed him. He contents himself with merely stating^, *'tnat 
*« oopla to raise immediately ^ biune puard, to hunt up all suspicious persons jiassinp 
Jhruuphour section oi' country and arre^i llu-m, tor there were two susi)ieious persons at my 
hwifti ye>tenlav nioruin;:." 

"WoaM have h»*>k(;d mf.re lik«' aidin^j iu^tiee and arrestin«r lelons if be bad put in execu- 
lion his pniject of a home iruanl on Saturday, and made it ett'ectivi* by the arrest of the man, 
^nin his iiouse. who bad l»Ml«r,M] with him la-^i fall, with whom be ha<l {rone to ])urcbaso one 
"flhi* Very horses em ployt'd in this tlij^ht al'ier the assassination, whom he bad visited hkst 
*'nterin \Vasbin«rti»n. and to whom he had })i)inted out the very route by which b«» had ca- 
pped hy way of hi'i bou-«e; whom he lia<l a;rain visited on tbe 'M of la>t March, preparatory 
p t'»€ ennnuissiou of this j^reat <'rime, and who he knew, when be sheltered and concealed 
"imiu tbe woods on Saturday, was not merely a suspici<ius j>erMUi. but was, in fact, the • 
*Urder\T ami assa^isin of Abraham Lincoln. While 1 deem it my duty to say hero, as 1 
*"d before, when these declarations, uttered by the accused on Sunday, the ItUb, to (iavdner 
*nd(i|H,rjro i), Mudd. were attempted to be ollen-il on the part of the accused, tbat they are 
[P 0' H'Use evidence, and, hy the law, were wholly inadmissible, yet I state it as my couvic- 
{"Dthut. U'injr up«»n the let'ord upon mv»tion <»f the accu:-ed himself, so far as these declara- 
•^wuiMd'ardner and (ie«»r;i:e I). Mudd j^o, they are additional indicati<ius of tbe j^uilt of tbo 
J'^H, in this, tbat they are manifestly suppressions of the truth and suor«^e>ti«»ns of faUe- 
^IJ« wid deception : tliey are bat the utieiances and cont'essi(»ns of puilt. 
.yoLii'uieuaut Lt»velt, .loshua Lloyd, and Simon (iavican, who, in pursuit of tbe murderer, 
^'N his btuise on the li-'tb of April, the Tuesday after the nuirder, be denied positively, 
P^i* iiMpiiry. that two men bad parsed bis bouse, or had come to bis bouse on the morning" 
*5*w the assassination. Two of tbe>e witnes^es swear positively to his bavinp^ made tbe de- 
^aiid tbe <»ther ^ays be be<itate<l to answer the (luestiun be jnit to him; all of them 
^''^'that lie afterwards admitted that two m mi batl been tb:Te. one of whom bad a bn»keu 
^•"h, which he bad set ; antl when a>ketl by this witness who that man was, be said lie did not 
i**<'W: that The man was a ftranpri'r to nim, and that the two bad been there but a short 
*"*. Lloyd asked bim it be had e\er seen any of tbe parties, Htiotb, Herold, and Surratt, and 
X'^aiJ he iiud never seen them; while it is positively ]>roveil that he was acquainted with 
Win H. Siirratt, who bad been in liis bouse: that be knew HvMth, and bad intnuluced 
ooth to Sun at t last wint»-r. At'terwards. on Friday, the *21st, be admiited to Lloyd tbat be 
hi been iutroduced to Hootb la-t la'l. and that this man who canu? to bis bouse ou Satur- 

67 w 
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(lay, tiic ITitli, n-iiuiiip li tlioro tVoni alHiiit -1 o\-l<ii-k In tli<^ mornini^ until iilnrnt 4 o'dcck i 
thi- aftorii(x>ii : iliat rnu' df tiu-iii Iti't liis lioii^i.' on liiii>o)\irk. miiiI tlio otin-r Avalkiu«r. lull 
lirst (•(invrr«<nlion In- tliMiiod vwr luiviiijj sciii thi'S*' men. 

CoIjiuvI "Wj.'II.s m1.-() tf.-titu'.s !li:it. in liis ronvrrMitinn with I>r. Mutlil on Fri«lay, tln.-'21f 
tluf jiristinor >:ii«l tliut Iw liiul p»n<* to Iiry;inti»wn, «»r iwhy Ilryjintuwn. lo m*** some friends < 
Sjitunlay, niul tlmt as In- c.niir lnu-k t«» lii*; own liou>«* he s;nv tlic ]ii'rsoii he Jil'ienvni-ds m 
jmiv(m1 to iic 1I<'M»I«1 juK.-insx to tin- lift of hi"* hoUM* t<»\> Jinls the bani. but tlmt lir; iliil not? 
the other nrrsoii nl all aftir In* h-fr him in his own housr, ahout I o'dork. If tlii* <'tnfem 
1m* trui', how iljil I»r. Mu'hl sn* the saiiii' pi-r.-on havf hi^« housr on ciutohcs ? He fmtl 
Ktati-d to this ^^ itncss that 1m' icturncl to his own Imusr ahout -1 o'riork in tlio ar:on)Oi>u;t 
ho (li«l not know this wouniicil man: said ho i-onld n(>t m-o^^nixi- him from tin' {dioii^ 
winch is of rrcnrd Iumt, hut admittrd that hr luol nn-t Huoth >ojiio timi" in NoviMnb-r. vr! 
hr had M)mr couM-rsntion with him f//'OM/ /(//i//i( and horses : that Ihuith hail rHnaiuod ip 
him that nijrht in Nuvi'mlur, and on the lU'Nt day had iiiiu'hasccl i; hrir>f', H«- said In* hod 
a^ain s<'tn rmoth from the tiiin-of tla- intri'diH'iion in Novi-ndur np to hi.«. ariival at his lif 
on till* Saturday morning attrr tla- a--a<sination. l.> not this a onntV'.sion that he did 
.I*din Wilki'S ]$ii»ith on that nmrnin'/ at hi.'. ln»u>t'. and knrw it wa< Ilooth.' Jf hi- did 
know him, how c-aiia' la- to niaki* this >taiiiiicnt to tin- wirni-><i, that ''In* had not ^i-i-n hi 
afttr No\ ondu-r /ir/<»r to his arrival tlu'iv on the Saiiu'day ninrninj^ V 

J[l' had said hi'lorr. to ilu? samo wi:n«-'«*, hi- di«l laii kn<iw thi' wnundi'd man. Ho i 
fuvthiT to l.N.»ii'n('l AN'flls. that wla-n In- wi-nt up «*lair.^ altrr their arrival, ho n«»tici.-d that 
l^t•r^on In* suppostti to he iJonth hail shavc<l olV his mi.n>faela». I^ it nut intiTuhlc tVoiu 
d«-('laration that ho thm "Upim.-tMl him t<» ho Honth .' \'v\. ho «hrlarod tho same atn-rnuoii. 
whilo IJooth was in his nw n honsi', that linotii \>as the murdinT ttt' thi* Frosidi-nt. On 
the most r<-mai kalile .^tatcmt-nt.s mado to this witiu-ss hy the pri>i>ner wa^ that ho lu-an] 
tlu? Iir>t tiiui' on Snntlav mornin;r, "i- lal<' in tho «v«'nin«r cf Samnlav. that tho Fresideiil 
boon murtlorctl I IVom wlmai did ho hoar it .' Thi- witno^"* ((.'oh»n<d Wolls) volunttfrK 
**impro^^ion" that I>r. !Mu<ld ha«l ^aid he had Injird it al'tor the porson< Inid h.-fr his lio 
If th«! '* imiMi'ssiun " <if tho witm s<* thu- vohmtirU'd is to ho tak«'n as m-jilonei' — and 
c<»unsel for the aeensi'd. jud;:injj: tVom thoir niaiin«-r. .•.coni tu think i(.i>n;;rht to hi- — let 
(piestiiui ho answen-il, How eouhl I>r. Mudd liavo mado that impro.-si«in upon anvhooy tn 
fullv, when it is iirovod hv rarioil and Hartl\ that on his nliirn tVom llrvuntoun. oii Sat 
dav at'ternoon, he not onlv siatod that tin- rn'>iil»-nr. Mi. S'ward and his >«.n had Iwn 
Kassinated, hut that IJnyh' liad a^^sas.sinatid Mr. toward, and Ihioih had as>assinared tlid'n 
dent .' Add to this fnet that ho >aid to rhis witm-ss that \v' h.t't his own laui'-e at 1 o'cloc 
ami whon In* retinin'd tho nu-n wero jront'. y«'t it is in r\ idrnoo, by his own doi-laratluu*. tl 
' Hooth lett hi.s houso at 4 Veloek on eruleln-s, and la* must have bo<'n there to havesoeiiit, 
he eould not have known tin- taet. 




— , — -, — , ^ ^ ...... .... ... — -.^- 

whoni had a brokon limb, and ho eonfes>ed they had Ih'ou tla-ro. I'pon boin'r askini if lb 
were Booth and Jlerold, lu- ^:utl thoy wire n(»t : that lu. hnnr Booth. I tliink it \* fairtna" 
elude that he ditl know Hm.tth, when \\v mnsidor the tostinmny cd" \V«*iehmann, of KoiW 
of Evans, and all ihi* ti'»<timonv inst rotrrn-d t»», whorein ho deelan-.s him:?e!f that he not W 
knew him, but that ho had l>)dp(l \Nith him, auil that he- had himself jjt mo with him wo 
he purehasi-d his hoi so fium (iardm-r ia.-t fall, h»r th<' very purpo.si- of aidiuj* the tliglit 
himself or soino of his (•(mtidorato-i. 

All the>o rireumsnineos takon to;r'-fh<'r. whirh, as wo have .-^ei-n njuiu hi;rh uuthority, I 
Htronjror as eviihrneo of •:ui!i than ovon dimt t«'.stimony, lia\r no furth'-r loom for arpiiuie' 
and no ratiunal doubt that Doetnr Samm 1 A. Mudd was as e<-rtainly in thi.> eontpirwy 
were Booth and llendd. wlunn ho sholti-rod an«l ont(rriaini'd. looeivin^r them undert-Wrf 
darkno.NS on tla' niorninir alter the assassination, eoneealinj^ ihom thronn^hout that day fr 
tin? hand of ott'ended justico, and ai<lin;j: thrm, by <'Very indeavi»r, to ptnsut^ their wavsi 
ee.ssfully to their oM-conspiiator, Anmld, at Fonross Monroe, and in which direction tb 
fled until ovoriakon and Iiuoth was >Iaiii. 




»■•"■ i «"■-•■•••••»• ...I-. ..tLT ••!.-. .>i.'iti\t 1111II iiiiii, <tlMr, 111III JIilIl.'-«-|t, l><Tlt'IJL;«t* tv« — 

Hiir.s corps; that his bniih«*r had been woundod at I'cter.shur;^: that their names were Bo; 
He reipie.stetl .T«'tt and his n bol compani<i7is to take them out (d* tho lini's. After tbiABo 

••1.1 -• I I »■» Itl 1 ...I.B. . « •_ 



Arnoid. j3eiore inese rout.'i jruuies ami fr'iarus part e«i wjtu t Horn, iliroid enutopse<i tluii 
were travellinf]^ under as.sumed name.s; that his own name wa.s Herald and that the deid 
the wounded man was John Wilkes Booth, '*who had killed tho President." The rebel* 
Booth Ht Gurrett's, where Herold revisited him, from time to time, until they were ci^tu 
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At 'i iM-l'H'k oil "\Vo«]iU'i«l:i} iiiiinrmtr, !!»•• *J'jtb, a ]»jirty of rijirt»«l .SiJitr-* utVi'/crs ami si»M"urs 
surrini'!i'«i <Janvti*s liurii. avIhT).' Uu..ili aiitl Ilcrolil lay cmuraU il. aiul tli-inaiuliMl ilu^ir Mir- 
Mi'iiT. IJoMili riiiMil JIiTi.M, ralliiiiT liiiu a I'owanl, and lia'Ir liiin pi. whtu Hin-M rauio 
t-\\} iii-.'l >iirr«'in!iTril hlnisolf. was laUrn intiM'i'-sfiMly a>ul i«* in»w lM«iu;.'lit intin'niin. Tin* l»ani 
w;:> •h«u Sit oil !ii«*. \\ hill Pmotli >jn;m;;: to Iii^ t'lMi. anrul tin- llaiia'«i that wen- UiiHlIiuii: almut 
li'mi. lari'iiu' in !iaii<l, aii«l ajijiroai'inMl tin- door, MTkiii;r. I»y ilu* tla^liiiiiT liu-lit of iln.' Ihi'. to 
Jill'! »"iiii' la-vv ^iciiiii iov \i\> iininli'ioiis liaiul, wlan In* ^va*^ Nliot. a< In* (IfSfivt'iI lu in-, hy 
Sr:rii,Mif Corli-ti. in or«Ifr lo .«»av»' his comiaih's t'luni wniiuls or th-atli liv tin- hnii«ls ot thi- 
•.'-i";..ti- a'»-.;>-in. {'yi-u his juimjii wa-* louiul thi- to]h»winir hill of t-xchaiip': 

•■N-. I4'.»-.'. Thr (Mstario JJ.iiiU. Moiitiv.il r.raii«-Ii. i:\i-haii_i»i- tor .L'til l-\s. H»»/. Mon- 
iri.'.". '.'T'l; OilolM-r, I-(iL Sixtv da\s alii-r '^iirht ot" tlil« lir^i of txt-lirniL'^f. mm-oihI ami tliinl 
•>: :i.i -j.iiiii- ti'iior ami 'laN*, ]»ay to tin- ordi-rolM. Wilki -; Himili C«'i 1-s. !•>'/. strrliiijr. value 
i"'''"l. Mill i'har;r<' to ihi.' aii-oniit otihis «»ltio'. H. Staniis, niai.ap'r. T(» Mci^srs, (ilyuii, 
y«ii.^»V To.. Li^ndon.*' 

T\:i]^ fiM, li\ fhi- han«l> ot'oiu- of tin- di Idiulri'^of tin- rcjMiliiic. this hirci] as>a<*iiii. ^^h^». tor 
u j'l r. Mair'itml Ahraham l/mroln, luaiin;; ii|m)Ii hi< jii-r^'ii. a< this hill ot'<\vhaiiji:i.' n-sti- 
li'N :i'I'iiii<.iii:il i-n i«!i-i:r«- ot" iho Tart that la- ha<l iiiahrtakm. in aiil of tlu- n-lM-Mion, this^vork 
• I .i'M>*!ii;»:ion hv tin* hanils of hiinsrif antl hi> fonf««lrrali-s. lor siu-h >uni as thi- ai'crotlitfd 
.'•.l'':.!m»i Jrth i.-oM HaMN nii^rht i»av him or them «iiitof iln- fumN of ihr conN'h-iarv wliioh, 
a- > I'.i «■', i-li HIT, ihi-v ha<I in "anv ainonnr" in ('aiia«!a fo.* tin- imriioNt.' nf ri'\\arilin«j t'on- 
*'j;.a'i'!>. *|ii. .^, jioi-Jont-r-i, an«j a<<a<'«iii>, ^^ho mijjfiit laki- m-jn i«r mhhr thi-:r lalsi* cMnnnis- 
".»■:•. ;i:i i tin ihi- woik of th»' int-iniliary an»l tin- nnnihiir npon tia- lawful n'jin-'i'ntativi'S (»f 
II V Ainririin |»io|ili-, to wluun had lurn intin^t«'i| tin- can- of tin' ii-juihiit'. th** mainh.'naua* 
I'l ;i,r('i.i,vii;iiti,,n, anil tla- «'X<Tnti«vn ««f tin- la\\N. 

riii'niiaf wi.l H-nniiihcr that it is in tin- li'>timoiiv of Mi-nift ami .Montu:«Mm rv and C'tmo- 
^•' !!i: 'llionn.-on, and S.-inthi?-. and ('ia^, and Cjrarv ma<h' tlnir hoa^ts that tlu'V had 
i:ii:» V in (_'anada tor tlii> v« rv jairpoM-. Noi i-; it to In- o\ rrlookiMl.-.i lur^j^otifn thai tin- ottiiaTs 
^'' !'.e<h,|;,ij,, liank at Monin ;d ic-fitV that «lmimr Jhr I'lirnnt vmr of thin i'«>nsirnai-v and 
^■^•ii^iiiaiiiin .laci'h 'I'honqjson had on ilr|»o>it in that Imnk thr .-inn of >ix iinndn-il and lorty- 
iiJi.'- !i): ii-ijid liollars. i.nii iha? ihrM* dc;i«i-sir-. to tin* credit of .lacoh 'riion!i»son accini'd from 
t:.'- :'L'":!ii!t»n of hjlU ot rxihani:'' ilrawn hv ihi- >ri i«'iai\ i»f tla* tu-annrv of tlif .so-«'alU-d 
\='i':- I' :i'i- ^rait". on Kra/"." r. 'rrtnholiii A ('i»., of Livtip.o!. \n Im \\«-u- known to ho th«' 
ti.'uiii. li ;.i;,.||tH nt tln' ( 'oiili'dira tc Statt-. Willi an nn-hawn ilrjMi^it In tlr.s haidv of four 
'•■•"■••■•: ;i:,d tiftwflvi- dolh'rs. whiih has n-main«d to hi- iM-dit sima.' Oi'tohor last, and with 
•»" '".janl hill of ixc'haniTi- diawn hy tla* •^anu* hank ni»on London, in his |io.'»s«'ssion ami 
''•'!••'! iijuii hi> i«tr-«-n. i'Mioiii vmU hi-« ;xnii:y car* <r \ii tlu-^ woik of c-on<«|»irac\ and hlo«id in 
;V-:' '"^'m. a> h'- hr-jaii it in (.>i-tohi-r, l"**'!!, in i-omhlnati'»n with .h'tfrrson l>avi«!, .lai'oh 
Iii«:..jiM.n. (Morri'X. >andir-, (.'h nant (.'. ('!av, Wil.i.im ('. ('h'av\. luvi-rU-v Tutdvrr. and 
••..«•:• Mi.,Mn*j(i:a:ors. ij.aUin;r U"'" **f thi* inoniy of thf r«-ln'l oonli-di'ratii»n to aid in tin- v\o- 
^'•■•"11 iJi'.l ill ihi- il'.^rhf, luaiin;! at tla* nuMm-nt of hi** dt ath ni»i»n his pt ison thi-ir nsomy, 
parr I.J iin'jiii,-|. whiidi tlu'V j»ai'l tor hl> ^'■n-af criiiir. to aid him in it> con««unnnatit»n. and 
"^■.' i' liiiii a::i-rwaid.-« tri'in ainst ami tin- iusi iiriialrv w hirh hv tin* law i>l (Jod and tin- law 
••'I III!. I* I't ];i,iinci.d H^:iiii<t luasonah'.i- (Mm>jtirai'y and nuuihr. 

hy :i",l thr t«>!inionv in tin- la^i- it is, in mv ji'i|mii,,.i,i uiadr as rhar as anv tran:^ac•ti^»n 
^•»'i K-MKiwn hy human ir^tiuiony, that John ^\ ilkt» liooth and .Fohn 11. ^^urrait, and the 
"■•'rr;l;i.Tii-iMJ. liavid Vl. lli/ioid. to-or«r»' A. At/ciodt, Lfwi> I'aynr. Miidiaid O'Lanjrldin, 
'-'•'<\ i|.| Sj,anj/i,r. Samufl Anit»ld. .Maiv J'. Snrrair. au'l Sammd A. Mn<ld, tlid, with intent 
J;' i;i'i ;!.. i.xisriiii» n-hfllii.n and to >uhviat tin- Consiitmion ami laws of th«" I'niifd States, in 
*'•«■ iiH'iirli ,,f Oi-toln r la-t and ila-n-afu r, i'ond»in«-. fonf« dfratr, an«l nmsjiirr with JetlVrsoii 
J''S^i\ (Ji-i.T;:*' N. >andf!s, IJi'virh-y Tm'k<r. .hu-oh Tlnanpson, William (.'. i'lvary, i*lcm»'nt 
Y Lay, ( ;,.,,), _r,. JIaijii'r. (iiorirt* \onn;_^ and otlu-rs nnkn»iwn, to kill and inurtlcr, within 
['"• iiii.itury <h|iaitm«nt of Washinirton, and within tin* intimrhi'd t'ortiiii'alions and military 
•.ii"stlH!,.i.t", Amaham Lincoln, tlu-n J'ri-sident I't'tla- I'nitid States and rommandrr-in-chief 
l^'MiCarniy and navy tlnrit»f: Amlrcw Johnson, ^'ic^-l•r^•^id^*nt of tla^ I'nitcd States : \Vil- 
li'irii H. Seward, .Si-rctaiy of State: and Lly >scs S. (hant, Lientenani <o'neial, in command 
^^''•« ••".laio 4if the Tnited Stated ; au'l that JetVcrson Davis, the chief of this reltellion, was 
"'•■ iIl>::•^l^lr an«l procurer, thron*;h his acciedited ap-nts in Canada, of this trea-^onahle con- 
•'I'. ... y. 

. |- '"aNii snhinitted to the ct»urt, that if is clearly ostalilished hy tin- toliinony that .lohii 

"'•k«» llihith, in pursuance of thi> conspiiai'y, >«> entend into hy liini and tin* accn-^cd, did, 

j'li I'uv ]\\>^\i\ of the 14th of April. I.Nm, within the military department of Wa^hinjrton, and the 

'2t:».-ij,-li,.,| fortilicati«>ns ami military lines thereof, and with the intent laid, inllict a naata- 

*"injil upon Ahraliam Lincoln, then l*ii'>idenf afid connuamler-in-chicf of theaimv and navy 

*•*!«•• riiiteil iStates, when-of he died; that in pursuance of tlie same conspiracy ami within 

(!•(- .Slid diparinieiit and intiemdied lims. Lewis I'ayne iu-«sanlted, with intent lo kill and 

"lU'iJi-r, Wdliani IL Seward, then Secnilary of State uf tlie. Inited Stales; that. (ieor-T"' A. 

AtZ'fii'lt, in pursuance of the sasne conspiracy, ami within the sai<l department, laid in wait, 

n.'.'li ill tent tu kill and murder And ri\v .l<ihn>on. then Vic«-l*resideni of the I'nited States; 

that Michael O'Lunrrldin, within .-aid dejiarlnient, and in pur.>uanc«* of saitl conspiracy, laid 

ill Hail to kill and nuiriler I'lvs.se.s S. Giant, then in command ot' the armies of the United 
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States ; aiid tlint Mary E. Surratt, David E. Horold, SaniiK*! Arnold, Samuel A. Mode 
Edward 8pangl(*r did encourage, aid, and ahot the couimirtsion of Kuid several acts 
prosecutii>n of said conspiracy. 

If ihiM troasoiiahlc conspinicv has not ]>oon wholly executod ; if the several executiv 
c«rH of the United States and tlio coniniander of its armies, to kill and murder whom tl 
several accused thus confodrrated and C(»nspired, have not each and all fallen by ths 
of these conspirators, thereby leaving the |K*ople of the United States without a rresk 
Vice-President ; without a Secretary of State, who alone is clothed with authority by ti 
to call an election t® till tlie vacancy, should any arise, in the offices of President and 
President; and without a lawful commander of the anui('s of the n^public, it is only b 
the conspirators wen* deterred l»y the vijrilance and fidelity of the executive officers, 
lives were mercifully protected on that nifrht uf murder bv the care of the Infinite Ben 
has thus far saved the republic and crowned it.^ arms witli victory. 

If this conspinicy was thus entered into by the accused; it John Wilkes Booth i 
and murder Abraham Lincoln in pursuance then-of ; if Lewis Payne did, in pursiu 
said conspiracy, assault with intent to kill and murder William II. Seward, as stated, 
the several parties accused did conunit the several acts allegfed apiinst them in the pi 
tion of said conspiracy, then, it is the law that all the parties to that conspiracy, v 
present at the time of its execution or not, whether on trial before this court or n<it, ai 
{jTuilty of the seveial acts <lone by each in the execution of the conunou desijni« Whn 
conspirators did in the execiui(»n of this conspiracy by the hand of one i»f their co-co 
tors they did thems(?lves; his act, done in the prosecution of the common dcsiprn, was 
of all the parties to the treasonable ciunbiuation, because done in execution and furtl 
of their puilty and treasonable ajrreenieut. 

As we have seen, this is the rule, whether all the conspirators are indicted or not ; ^ 
they are all on trial t>r not. '* It is not nuiterial what tht> nature of the indictment i 
vided the offence involve a conspiracy. Upon indictment for murder, for iustanc 
appear that others, tog«'tli«'r with the prisoner, conspired to i»eri»etrate the crime, the 
om? done in pursuance of that intention would be evidence apainst the rest.** (1 ^ 
7U0.) To the same etlect are the words of (!hief Justice Marshall, before cited, that wi 
leagued in a general conspiracy, j)erfonneil any part, however Mixi'TE, or however RE 
from the scene o{ aclion, are guilty as piincipals. In this treasonable conspinicy. toi 
existing armed rebellion, by murdering thc! executive tifficers of the United States ai 
connnauder of its armies, all the parties to it must be held as principals, and the acti 
in the prosecution t>f the conunou design the Hct of all. 

1 leave the decision t»f this dread issue with the court, to which alone it 1)elongs. It 
you to sny, upon your oaths, whether the accused are guilty. 

I am not conscious that in this argument I have made any erroneous statement of tb 
dca|e, or drawn any erroneous conclusions ; yet 1 pray the court, out of tender regjar 
jeomus care for the rights of the accused, to see that no error of mine, if any there be, 
work them harm. The past services of the members of this honorable court give assi 
that, without fear, fav«»r, or all'eetitm, they will discharge with fidelity thc duty enjoined 
them by their oaths. Whati'ver els»* may befall, 1 trust in (Jod that in this, as in every 
American court, the rights of the whole p<»ople will be respected, and that the rcpub 
this, its supreme hour of trial, will be true to itself and just to all — ready to protect tlic 
of the humblest, to redress every wrong, to avenge every crime, to vindicate the maje 
law, and to maintain inviolate tlu' Constitution, whether assailed secretly or openl 
hosts arme<l with gold or armed with steel. 



Tria/ of Henry Wirz. 

War Department, 
Bureau ()f JMilitary Justice^ October 31, 186 
To the President • 

Henry Wikz was tried by a military commisision, convened at WaBhiO; 
D. C, on the twenty-third day of August, 1805, by order of the President c 
United States, on the following ciiargcs and specifications : 

Charge 1. — Maliciously, wilfully, and traitorously, and in aid of the 
existing armed rob(dlion against th(i United States of America, on or hefor 
first day of March, A. D. 18G4, and on divers other days between that daj 
the tenth day of April, 1865, combininjr. confederating, and conspiring tog 
with John H. Winder, Ilichard B. Winder, Joseph White, W. S. Windc 
II. Stevenson, and others unknown, to injure the health and destroy the li^ 
soldiers in the military service of thc United States, then held and being p 
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era of war within the lines of the so-called Confederate St.atos and in the military 
pri?ons thereof, to the end that the armies of tluj United States might be weak- 
ened and inifKiired, in violation of the laws and custom?; of war. 

Spefifimtio7i. — In this: that he, the said Henry Wirz, did combine, confeder- 
ate, and conspire with them, the said John If. Winder, Kichard B. Winder, 
Josepli White, W. S. Winder, R. R. Stevenson, and others whose names are 
unknown, citizens of the United States aforesaid, and who were then engaged 
inarmi'd rebellion against the United IStates, maliciously, traitorously, and in 
violation of the laws of war, to imj)air and injure the health and to destroy the 
lives— by subjecting to torture and gnat sutlering, by confining in unhealthy 
and unwholesome qnaiters, by exposing to tln^ inclemency of winter and to the 
dews and burning sun of summer, by com})elling th<» use* of impure water, and 
bv fumisJiiHg insuificient and unwholesome food — of large numbers of federal 
prisoner?, to wit, the number of thirty thousaiul, suldiers in the military service 
oftho United States of Ainenca, held as prisoners of war at Andersonville, in 
the Stale of Georgia, witbin the lines of the so-called Confederate St^ates, on or 
befon* the lii-st day of March, A. 1). 1SG4, and at divers times between that day 
and the tenth day of April, A. 1). 1S05, to the end that the armies of the United 
Stato.-* might b(; w(?akened and impaired, and th(» insurgents engaged in armed 
rebellion ngainst the United States might be aided and comforted. And he, the 
BaJd Henry Wirz, an otHcer in the military service of the so-called Confederate 
State:?, being then and then* commandant of a military prison at Andersonville, 
in the iState of Georgia, located by authority of the so-called Conl'ederate States 
for the confinement of ])risoners of war, and as such commandant fully clothed 
with authority, and in duty bound to tr.at, care, and provide for such prisoners 
held a? aforesaid, as were or might be placed in his custody, according to the 
law of war, did, in furtherance of such combination, confederation, and conspiracy, 
and incited thereunto by them, the said John II. Winder, Richard B. Winder, 
Joseph White, AV. S Winder, R R. Stevenson, and others whose names are 
wiknown, maliciously, wickedly, and traitomusly confine a large number of such 
prisoners of war, soldiers in the military service of the United States, to the 
■ooiint of thirty thousand men, in mdiealthy and unwholesome quarters^jUi a 
dose and small area of ground, wholly inadequat<^ to their wants and destructive 
to their health, which he well knew and intended; and while there so confined, 
during the time aforesaid, did, in furtherance of his evil design, and in aid of the 
' wid conspiracy , wilfully and maliciously neglect to furnish tcmts, barracks, or 
other ghelter suflicient for their i»r()tection from the inclemency of winter and 
"J? dews and burning sun of summer; and with such evil intent did take and 
^w^e to he tak(m from them their clothing, blankets, camp equipage, and 
Jthir property of which they w(;re ]>ossessed at the time of being placed in 
hi-* custody ; and with like malice and evil intent, did refuse to furnish or cause 
to be furnislied food, either of a quality or quantity sufKcient to preserve health 
fid sustain life, and did refuse and neglect to furnish wood suflicient for cook- 
'°o in summer, and to keep the said juisoners warm in winter, and did compel 
^b<^8uid prisoners to subsist upon unwholesome food, and that in limited quanti- 
to'?,«ntir<ly inadequate to sustain health, wbich he well knew ; and did compel 
^^ «?Hid prison<.'rs to use unwhoh'somc? water, reeking with the filth and garbage 
^f die prison and prison guard and the offal and drainage of the cook-house of 
*^'d prison, whereby the ]u*isoneis became greatly reduced in theirbodily 
^th'ngtli and emaciated and injured in their bodily health ; their minds impaired 
*^Q their intellects broken, and many of them, to wit, the number of ten thousand, 
*hoi«e names are unknown, sickened and died by reason thereof, which he, the 
**id Henry WMrz, then and ilnjre well knew and intended, and so knowing and 
f^Ily intt^nding. did refuse and neglect to provide proper lodgings, food, or nour- 
Wimeiit for tlie sick and necessarv medicine and medical auendance for the 
ft8loration of their health, and did knowinjrlv. wilfullv, and malicicmslv, in fur- 
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tlicraiicc; of liirt evil donignri, jierniit llicm to Iniijruish and die from want of care 
and proper treatment ; and tlu* said Hunry Wirz, etill purfuin^ his evilpu^ 
pu}*e.s, did permit tu rtmain in the said pri:*on, amon;^ the emaciated sick and 
Innguisliin*: liviiifr, tlie Imdies of the dead, until tliey became corrupt andloaib- 
some and ilHed tlie air with f<'tid and noxious exlialatiou^. and therciiv preallj 
increased the ninvlinh*someneps of tlic jirison, insomudi that jjreat numbers a 
Slid jirisoners, to wit, the number of one thousand, whose names are unkimwi 
sickened and died by reason thereof. And the said Henry Wirz. still pursuin 
his wicked and cruel }»ur})ose. wholly disn-j^ardin^ the usage.s of civiliztxl wa* 
fare, did, at the tiuK' and place aforesaivl, maliciously and wilfully suhj'ct tl 
prisoners a'oresaid to cruel, unu-^ual, and infau)ous punishment upon slight, trivia 
and ficticious preti'uces, by fastening large balls of iron to thi'ir feet, and bin(lir 
largo numbers of the ])visonrTS aforesaid clo:*ely together, with large cbaii 
around their nt^cks and feet, so that ihev walked with the greatest difficult 
and, being so cintined, were subjectid to the burning rays of the Pim, often wit 
out food or drink for hours, and even davs, iVom which said cruel tn^atnie 
large numbers, to wit, the number of one; hundred, whose names are unknow 
sickened, fainted, and died. And he. the said Wirz, did further cnu^lly tre 
and injure said prisoners by malicioiisly confming them witn an instrument c 
torture called "the stocks," thus d«'privhig tlu-m of the use of their limbs, ai 
forcing them to lie, sit, and stand lor many hours without the power of changii 
position, and being without food or drink, in consequence <;f which many, tow! 
tho number of thirtv, whose names ase unknown, sick<'ned and died. And h 
the B.'iid Wirz, still wickedly pursuing his evil ])urpose. did establish audciiu 
to be designated within the prison enclosure containing said pris<uiers a"dca 
line," being a line around the inner f.ice of the stockade or wall enclosing; Mi< 
prison, and about twenty feet distant from and within said stockade; and harin< 
so established said dead line, which was in nmny idac<.'5 an ima;jrinarv line, an( 
in many other places marked by insecure and shifting strips of bodhns:i:iilea 
upon the tops of small and insecun* stakes or posts, he, the sai<l Wirz, instructe* 
the prison guard stationed aronnd the tup of said stockade to iire upon andkil 
anyif the prisijners aforesaid who might touch, fall upon, pass over or under r 
across the said '^dead line;" pursuant to which said orders and iustiuctione 
maliciously and needlessly given by said Wirz, the said piison guard did fir 
upon and kill a large number of said prisoners, to wit, the number of about thre 
hundred. And the said Wirz, still pursuing his evil purpose, did keep and u? 
ferocious and bloodthirstv beasts, dangerous to human life, called bloodhouurtr 
to hunt down prisoners of warafore.-aitl who made their escape fri)m his custod; 
and did then and there wilfullv and maliciously suffer, incite, and encourftpfcth 
said beasts to seize, tear, mangh', and maim the bodies and limbs of said fugiH"^* 
prisoners of war, which said l)easts, incited as aforesaid, then and there djf 
whereby a large number of said prisoners of war who, during the time afon*:«fin 
made their escape and wrre recaptured, and were by the f^aid bea?t.s then an 
there cruelly and inhumanly injurrtl, in so much that many of said prisoner?! 1 
wit, the number of about lifty, di«*d. And tin* said Wirz, still pursninj; b 
wicked purpose, and r^till aiding in carrying out said conspiracy, did use an 
cause to be used, for the pretended purptises of vaccination, impure and poi?o^ 
ou8 vaccine matter, which said impure and poiscinous matter was then ami ther 
by the direction and ord<»r of said Wirz, maliciously, cruelly, and wickedly J' 
posited in the arms of many of said })risoners, by reas<m of which huge numbe 
of them, to wit, one hundred, lo>t the use of their arms, and many of themi 
wit, about the number (.f two hundred, were so injured that thev soon the*" 
after died. All of which he, the said Henry AVTirz, well knew and malicion*J 
intended, and in aid of the then existing rehellion against the United State 
with the view to assist in weaken iiig and impairing the armies of the Unit^ 
States, and in furtherance of the said conspiracy, and with the full knowledg 
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consent, and connivance of his co-conspirators afi»re3ai(l, he, the said Wirz, then 
and there did. 

Charge 2. — Murder, in violation of the laws and customs of war. 

Specification 1. — In this: that the said llenry Wirz, an officer in the military 
service of the so-called Confederate States of America, at Andersonville, in the 
State of Georgia, on or about the eighth day of July, A. D. 1S64, then and there 
beiny^ commandant of a prison there located by the authority of the said so-called 
Conl'oderate States for the continement of prisoners of war, taken and held as 
Bucb from the armies of the United States of America, while acting as said com- 
mandant, telnnionsly, wilfully, and of his malice aforethought, did make an as- 
fianlt, Jind he, the said Henry Wirz, a certain pistol called a revolver then and 
there loaded and charged with gunpowder and hullots, which said pistol the 
said Henry Wirz in his hand then there had and held to, against, and upon a 
soldier belonging to the army of the United States, in his, tlui said Henry AVirz's, 
cnnto^' a:» a prisoner of war, whose name is unknown, then and there feloni- 
ously, and of his malic<* aforethought, did shoot and discharge, inflicting upon 
the body of the soldier aforesaid a mortal wound with the pistol aforesaid, in 
coneequence' of which said mortal wound, murderously inflicted by the said 
llenrv Wirz, the said soldier thereafter, to wit, on the 9th day nf July, A. D. 
1864,\lied. 

^pccifirafinn 2. — In this: that the said llenry Wirz, an ofiicer in the military 
service of tilt* so calhjd ContVderate States of America, at Andersonville, in the 
J^tate of Georgia, on or about tlie twentieth day of September, A. 1). 18G4, then 
wdfliere, being commandant of a prison there located by the authority of the said 
M-called Confederate States for the coniinement of prisoners of war taken and 
beldas such from the armies of the United States of America, while acting as 
Mid commandant, f<doniously, wilfully, and of his malice aforethought, did jump 
opon, stamp, kick, bruise, and otherwise injure with the heels of his boots, a 
wldier belonging to the army of the United States, in his, the said Henry AVirz's, 
custody as a prisoner of war, whose name is unknown, of which said stamping, 
kicking, and bruising, maliciously done and inflicted by the said Wirz, he, the 

Mid soldier, soon thereafter, to wit, on the 20th day of September, A. 1) AS64, 

died. % 

^pccijicafion 3. — In this : that the said Henry AVirz, an ofiicer in the military 
servicf* of the so-called Contederate States of America, "at Atidersonville, in the 
State ot Georgia, on or about the thirteenth day of June, A. 1). 1864, then and there 
b('in^ commandant of a prison there located by the authority of the said so-called 
Confederate States, for the conflnement of prisoners of war, taken and held as 
■'neb from the armies of the United State's of America, while actirtg as said com- 
mandant, folouiously and of his malice af)r(tt bought, did make an assault, and 
''C. t be said Hcfury Wirz, a certain pistol calh'd a revolver then and there loaded 
*nd cbarged with gunpowder and bullets, which said pistol the said Henry AVirz 
J'^bis band then and there harl and hold to, against, and upon a soldier belong- 
'"? to tiie army of the United States in his, the said Henry Wirz*s, custody as 
^ pn.'^onor of war, whose name is unknown, then and there, feloniously and of 
nw malice aforethought did shoot and discharge, inflicting upon the body of 
tlit? ^^oIdier aforesaid a mortal wound with the pistol aforesaid, in conse(|U(;nceof 
^'"'cb said mortal wound, mnrderouslv inflicted by the said Henrv Wirz, the 
Mid soldier immediately, to wit, on the day aforesaid, died. 

^pfrijicafion 4. — In this : that the said llenry Wirz, an officer in the militiry 
^rvice of the so-called Confederate States of America, at Andersonville, in the 
o'Jite of Georgia, on or about the thirtieth day of ]May, A. D. 1864, then and there 
°J^^o» commandant of a prison there located by the authority of the said so-called 
^^'ifederate States for the confinement of prisoners of war, taken and held as 
^^cb from the armies of the United Suites of America, while acting as said com- 
^odaiit, feloniously and of his malice aforethought, did make an assault, and 
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he, tlio 8ni(l Ilcnry Wirz, a certain i)i(<tol called n revolver then and there loaded 
and charpfril with jjcunpowder and Lnllets. which said pitftol the paid Henry 
Wirz in liir< liand then and there had and Iield tiu a<rain:^t, and nponyi i^ldier 
belonjjjiiig to the annv of the United »Stat<s in his, the i«aid Henry ^Nirz'e.coa- 
tody as a pnVoner of war, who?!e name? is unknown, then and then!, fclonionBly 
and of his malice aforelhou^rht, did shoot and discharjre, inflicting upon the body 
of the soldier aforesaid a mortal wound with the ])istol aforesaid, in consequence 
of which said mortal wound, murderouslv inflicted hv the said Henrv Wirz, th* 
fiaid soldier, on the thirtieth dav of ^fav, A. D. 1804, died. 

^j)€viJiration 5. — In this: that the said Henry AVirz. an oflicerin the militar 
service of the so-calletl Confederate States of America, at Andersonville, in tb 
State of Georgia, on or ahout the twentieth day of August, A*. 1). lSij4. the 
and there being commandant of a pristm there located hy the authority of th 
said so-called Confederate Slates for the confinement of j)risoners of war. take 
and held as such from the armies of the United States of America, while actin 
as said commandant, feloninuslv and of his malice aftuethoufrht, did continean 
hind within an instrument of torture called ''the storks,*' a ^«^ldier helongingi 
the armv of the United States, in his. the said llenrv Wirz's, custody a* 

V ft* » 

pris(»ner of war, whn}<<.' name is unkimwu. in cnnserjuence of which said cru« 
treatment, malicinuslv and murderously inilicted as aforesaid, he the said soldi< 
soon thereafter, to wit, on the thirtieth <lay of Aujrust, A. D. 180 4, died. 

SjHcifirMtion C. — In this: that the said Heiny Wii:c, an oflicer in the mihiai 
service of ihe so-called Confederate States of America, at Andersonville, in tl 
State of Georgia, on or ahout the first day of Fehruary, 1805, then and tbe: 
being commantlant of a prison there h»cate<l hy the authority of the said e^ 
called Confederate States for tin* continemetit of prisi»ners of war, taken an 
held as such from the armies of the United States of America, while acting f 
said commandant, feloni(msly and (d* his malice aforethought, did confine an 
bind within an instrument of tortine called *'the stocks,*' a soldier belonging t 
the army of tlu^ Unit<?d States, in his, the said Henry AVir//s. custody as i 
prisoner of war, whose name is uuknown, in conse(|uence of which said erne 
treatment, maliciously and munh-rously inflicted as aforesaid, he, the said sol- 
dier, soon thereafter, to wit, on the sixth day of Fehruary, A. D. 18G4, died. 

Spfcijiration 7. — In this: that the said llenry Wirz, an ollicer in the military 
service of the so-called Confederate Stat(?s of America, at Andersonville, iu the 
State of Georgia, on or about the twentieth day of , July, A. D. 1864, tlu-nand 
there heing commandant of a prison there located hy the authority of tbe Mid 
so-called Confederate States for the confinement of prisoners of war, Uiken and 
held as such from the armies of the United States of America, while acting •* 
said commandant, feloniously and of his malice aforethought, did fasten and 
chain together several persons, sohliers belonging to tin* army of the United 
States, in his, the said Henry Wirz's, custody as prisoners of war, whose names 
are unknown, binding the necks and feet of said prisoners closely together, and 
compelling them to carry great burdens, to wit. large iron balls chained to their 
feet, so that, in conse([uenc(^ of the said cruel treatment inflicted upon them by 
the said Henry AVirz as aforesaid, one of said soldiers, a prisoner of war «* 
aforesaid, whose name is unknown, im the twenty-fifth day of July, A. 1>. 1864i 
died. 

Sjtccijication 8. — In this: that the said Henry Wiiz. an ofiicerin the military 
service of the so-called ('onfederate Stares of America, at Antlersonville, in the 
State of Georgia, on or ahout the fiffeeiith dav of Mav. A. 1). 1864, then and 
there being commandant of a prison there located hy the authority of the eaw 
so-called Confederate States for the confinement of prisoners of war, taken and 
held as such from the armies of the United States of America, wliile acting** 
said commandant, feloniously, wilfully, and of his malice atorethouglit, did order 
a reb(d soldier, whose name is unknown, then on duty as jweentinel or guard to 
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e prison of which said Henry Wirz was commandant, as aforesaid, to fire 
K)D a soldier belonginj^ to the army of the United States, in his, the said 
enrj ll)|}i z's, custody as a prisoner of iMto*, whose name is unknot; and. in 
ireuance of said order so as aforesaid, mah'ciously and miirderou.*»ly given as 
bresaid, he, the said rebel soldier, did, with a musket loaded with gunpowder 
id bullet, then and there fire at the said soldier so as aforesaid held as a pris- 
ler of war, inflicting upon him a mortal wound with the musket afwesaid, of 
hich lie, the said prisoner, soon thereafter, to wit, on the day aforesaid, died. 
Sptcifira/ion 9. — In this : that the said Henry Wirz, an officer in the military 
Jnrice of the so-called Confederate States of America, at Andersonville, in the 
tate of Georgia, on or about the first day of July, A. I). 1864, then and there 
eiog commandant of a prison there located by the authority of the said so- 
Jli'd Coufederate States for the coiifinenKMit of prisoners of war, taken and 
^Id as ?uch from the armies of the United States of America, while acting as 
lid coramaudunt, feloniously, and of his malice aforethought, did order a rebW 
Jdier, wborfefijame is iniknown, then on duty as a sentinel or guard to the 
i8on of which said Wirz was commandant as aforesaid, to fire upon a soldier 
?longing to the army of the United States, in his, the said Henry Wirz's, cus- 
dy as a prisoner of war, whose? name is unknown ; and, in pursuance of said 
tier go as aforesaid, maliciousily and murd(?rously given as aforesaid, he, the 
Jd rebel soldiirr, did, with a musket loaded with gunpowder and bullet, then 
id tbere fin? at the said soldier so as aforesaid held as a prisoner of war, inflict 
g upon him a mortal wound with the said musket, of which he, the said 
"wonor, soon thereafter, to wit, on the day aforesaid, died. 
Specifirafion 10. — In this: that the said Henry Wirz, an officer in the 
ditary service of the so-called Confederate States of America, at Anderson- 
IK in the State of Georgia, on or about th(> twentieth day of August, 
• 1). 1864, then and there being commandant of a prison there located by 
c autbonty of the said so-called Confederate States for the confinement of 
woners of war, taken and held as such from the armies of the United 
*tc8 of America, while acting as said commandant, feloniously, and of his 
*nce aforethought, did order a rebel soldier, whose name is unknown, then on 
ity as a sentinel or guard to the prison of which said Wirz was commandant 
a[6re?aid, to fire upon a soldier belonging to the army of the United States, 
'^w, ibe said Henry Wirz*s, custody as a prisoner of war, whose name is un- 
•^^^n; and, in pursuance of said oider so as aforesaid, maliciously and mur- 
«>ugly given as aforesaid, he. the said rebel soldier, did, with a musket loaded 
}^ gunpowder and bullet, then and there fire at the said soldier so as afore- 
[d held as a prisoner of war, inflicting upon him a mortal wound with the 
id musket, of which he, the said prisoner, soon thereafter, to wit, on the day 
^'fsaid, died. 

^ptcijirafion 11. — In this : that th(» said Henry Wirz, an officer in the military 
■^ice of the so-called Confederate States of Amosica, at Andersonville, in the 
*tt of Georgia, on or about the first day of July, A. I). 1S64, then and there 
'|*g commandant of a prison there located by the authority of the said so- 
j'J'd Confederate Stat<*s for the confinement of prisoners of war, taken and 
'^ as snch from the armi<»s of the United States of America, while acting as 
J eonnnandant, fidoniously, and of his malic(f aforethought, did cause, incite, 
4 Urge certain ferocious and blood-thirsty animals called bloodhounds to pur- 
'» attack, woimd, and tear in pieces a soldier belonging to the army of the 
***ed States, in his, the said Henry AVirz's, custody as a prisoner of war, 
[0*0 name is unknown ; and, in conseijnencc* thereof, the said bloodhonnds 
^ then and there, with the knowledge, encouragement, and instigation of him, 
**aid Wirz, maliciously and murderously given by him, attack and mortally 
•^d the said soldier, in consequence of which sai<l mortal wound he, the said 
■oner, soon thereafter, to wit, on the sixth day of July, A. D. 1864, died. 
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Spccificafian 12. — In tlii?* : that {\\o said llonry "Wirz, aii oflScer in the military 
Bcrvice of tlie so-called Conftrdcfrate State? of America, at Andersoiiville, in the 
State of Georjpa, on or about iho tw^•ty-l^^'Vl•ntll day of July, A. D. 1864, tbfitt 
and tlufrc hciuji: commaudaTit of a pris^ou tlien.' locat(?d by the authority of the 
said so-calU'd ('onfclcrate State.^ f(»r thn ccmtiuoment of prisoners of war, takei 
and hf^ld as such from th<; armirs of tlur United States of America, while actinj 
as said oommainlant, fvloniously, and of hi."? malice af<»rethonvht, did order 
rebel soldier, whose name is unkni)wn, then on duty as a sentinel or j;u:ird t 
the prison of which ssid Wir/ was connn mdant as aforesaid, to fire upon a 8<^ldic 
belonging to the army of th«r Tnited »Stat<'S, in his, the said Henry Wire' 
custody art a j)risoner of war, who.'?e nrime is luiknown : and, in pursuance of ad 
order so art aforesaid, maliciously and nnuderouslv triven as aforesaid, he, tl 
said rebel soldier, did, with a nni>ket loaded with pmpowder and bullet, the 
and there tire at the said soldier, s«) as aforesaid held as a ]»ris(mer of war, inflic 
iu*j upon him a mortal wtmnd with the said muskit, of which said mortal worn 
he, tin* said prisoner, soon thereafter, to wit, on tin* day aforesaifc died. 

Spertjicaflon ].*>. — In this: that the said Henry Wirz an officer in the milita: 
service of the so-called Confederate St ites of America, at Andersonville, iu tl 
State of Georgia, on or about the third <lay of August, A. I). I8G4, them an 
there being commandant of a prison then' located l>y the authority of the sa 
HO-called Coniederato States for tin* confin<Mnent of prisoners of war, taken OJ 
held as such from the armies of the l.'nitt-d States of America, while acting 
said commandant, feloniously, and of his malice aforethought, did make i 
assault upon a soldier belonging to the army of the United States, in his, tl 
said Henry AVirz*s, custody as a prisoner of war, whose nanu* is unknown, an 
with a pistol called a revolver, then and there held in tin? hands of the Ml 
Wirz, did beat and bruise said soldier upon the head, shoulders, and breasi 
inflicting thereby mortal wcninds. from which said beatii.g and bruising afbrc 
said, and mortal wi»unds caused therebv, the said soldier soon thereafter, to wit 
on the fourth day of August, A. D. 18t)4, died. 

By order of the President of the United States. 

X. P. CHIPMAX. 
Colo/ul and AthHtional Aifh- tie- Camp, Judgr Advoc(U(» 

Upon being arraigned the prison«'r's counsel submitt<Ml the following pleas: 

1. That he ought not to b(^ held or tried, for any cause, by the governnienl 
of the United Stales, because, according to the terms of the surrender of the 
rebel Oeneral Johnston, under whose command he was serving at the time, ]' 
was agreed that all oilicers and men should be permitted to return to thct' 
homes, not to be disturbed by the Unitrd Slates authoritiL'S, so long as the] 
observed their obligations and the laws in force where thev resided. 

2. That he shouUl not be held to trial, or in custodv, becau-je at the time o 
hid arrest he was in the eniovment of his libertv, and was i)romis(;d bv Capt*^' 
r^oyes, of Major (J«rnerai Wilson's staff, that he should not be heldasaprts 
oner, but that, after giving such verbal inl'ormation to General Wilson as lie*'*' 
able, he should havcf a y*ate conduct to his home, which promise was violated- 

3. That the commission had no jurisdicti(>n to try him for the offencf 
chargi'd ; also that he had been, on the iilst of August, arraigned and pot O 
trial before the same tribunal, on the san* charges, and could not be tried < 
"put to answer" a second tinn? tlnrefor. Als(», that the charges and specific* 
tions were too vague and in<hlinite, and did not make out an offence punishabj 
by tin; laws of war. 

All these pleas were discussed at length on both sides, and were, flff* 
deliberation, properly overruled by the couunission. A plea of" not guilty" ^ 
both charges and specifications thereto was then made by, the prisoner. 
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The iuvcstigation of the matters allog:c(l against tlio prisoiKn* then coramencofl, 
and continued until tlie 21st day of ()ct(jber, during which time one hundred 
and fortjipiglit witnesses for the pros(;cution and defence were examined, and a 
large amount of documentary evidence found in the official papers captured at 
Andcrsonville, and among the rebel archives at Richmond, was introduced. 

Ouo of the couus«d for the; defence then asked for an adjcuirnment of two 
weeks at least, to enabhj him to prepare an argument. The commission first 
decided to adjourn ten days, and, upon his further petition, fivelrr days for this 
purpose, lie, however, dechired that it was iur-ufficient time, and thereupon 
annouucctl that he wouUl submit the case without remark. After an adjourn- 
ment of four days an elaborate statement of the prisoner was submitted, which 
wa? prepared by him, with tlie aid' of an able assistant, (the chief reporter of 
tlie tiial, who shows himsrlf familiar with all the material facts,) which goes 
over the whole case in explanation of certain acts averred, and in denial of the 
proof or truth of all the others. 

The closing^ddress of th(^ j"dg(^ advocate immediately followed, and there- 
after the court, it appears, having maturely considered the evidence adduced, 
fbnnd the accused, Henry Wirz, as follows: 

Of the specification to charge one, ** guilty," afuT amending said specification 
to read as follows : 

In this: that he, the saic^ Henry AVirz, did combine, confederate and con- 
^ire with them, the said Jefferson Davis, James A. Seddon, Howell Cobb, 
John H. Wind(ir, Kichard l\. Winder, Isaiah H. White, W. S. Winder, W. 
Shelby Reed, K. 11. Stevenson, 8. P. Moore, — Kerr, late hospital steward at 
AndersoDville, James Duncan, Wesley W. Turner, Benjamin Harris, and others 
*hose names are unknown, citizens of (he United States aforesaid, and who 
▼ere then engaged in armed rebellion against the United States, maliciously, 
^'torously, and in violation of the laws of war, to impair and injure the health 
*Dd to destroy the lives — by subjecting to tortunj and great suffering, by con- 
fining iu unhealthy and unwholesome quarters, by exposing to the* inclemency 
pf winter and to the dews and burning sun of summer, by compelling the use of 
^pnre water, and by furnishing insufficient and unwholesome food — of Lirgo 
nnmber:* of fed(;ral prisonctrs, to wit, the number of about forty-five thousand 
soldiers in the military service of the United States of America, held as prisoners 
Jj^arat Andersonville, in the State of (ieorgia, within tin; lines of the so-called 
Confederate States, on or before the twenty-seventh tlay of March, A. D. 18G4, 
*^d at divers times between that day and the tenth day of April, A. D. 18G5, 
to the end that the armies of the United States might be wciifkened and impaired, 
J^d the insurgents engaged in armed rebidlion against the United States might 
^ftided and comforted. And he, the said Henry Wirz, an oflicer in the military 
^fV'ice of the so-called Confederate States, being then and tln're commandant 
^j^a military prison al Andersonville* in the State of Georgia, h)cated by authcu'ity 
®* the fio-called Confederate States, for the confinement of prisoners of war, 
*^d aa such commandant fully clothed with authority, and in duty bound, to 
J'^*^ care, and provide lor sucli prisoners held as aforesaid,, as were or might 
"^ placed hi his cnstody, according to th(* law of war, did, in furtherance of 
■Qch combination, confi?dernj||on, and conspiracy, maliciously, wickedly, and 
''^Uorously confine a large number of such prisoners of war, soldiers in the 
***"iturv service of the United States, to the number of about forty-five thousand 
™^^i in unhealthy and unwholesome (quarters, in a close and small area of 
P^Und, wholly inadequate to their wants and destructive to their health, which 
^, ^*ell knew and intended ; and while there so confined, during the time afore- 
**/d, did, in furtherance of his evil design, and in aid of the said conspiracy, 
J'uully and maliciously neglect to furnish t(fnts, barracks, or other shelter suf- 
J^Jtnt for their protection i'rom the inclemency of winter and the dews and 
•^niing gun of summer, and with such evil intent did take and cause to be 
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taken from tlirm tlioir clotlnnf^, bliinkot!*, enmp equipage, and oiLor property of 
whicli tliey wero j)Oj»H(Hse(l at the time of bein^ placed in ]iis custody ; and 
"with like malioc and evil intent, did refuse to fnrnieh or cau.-ic to be fiirni^ihed 
food, either of a quality or quannty t^uflieient to ])rei?erve healtli and .•'usiain 
life; and did refuse and neglect to furni.sli wood puftieient for cookiu<;: in gum- 
mer, and to keep the paid ]Mij«()nrr.s warm in winter, and did compel the said 
prisoners to subsi.-t npun unwhohs(an«' fuod, and that in limited quantities 
entirely inadequate to f-ust;iin health, wliieh he well knew; and did compel the 
t^aid prisonjTs* to use unwholesome water, reekin*r with the fdth and garbape of 
th(f prison and prison jruard, and the oft'al and drainage of the cook-hnu?t of 
eaid juison, whereby the prisoners became greatly reduced in their bodily 
strength, and emaciated and injured in their botlily health ; their minds 
im])aiied, and their intellects broken ; and many of them, to wit, about \h 
number of ten thousand, whose names are unknown, sickened and dii?d hm-a- . 
Hon there(»f, which he, the said Ilenrv Wirz, then and there well knew and 
intended ; and so knowing and ( villy intending, did n.fuse and m^glect to pro- 
vide proper lodgings, fi>od, or nonrij?hment for the sick, and necessary medicine 
and m<-dical attenchnice for the nstoration of their health, and did knowindv. 
"wilfully, and maliciously, in furtherance of his evil designs, p<Tmit them to lan- 
guish and die from want of can: and ]»roper tri'atment. And the said Ueury 
Wirz, still pursuing his evil purp«>ses, did jiermit t^) remain in the said pri?on, 
among the emaciated sick and languishing living, the bodies of the dead, until 
they became C(jrrupt and loathsome, and iilled the air with fetid and noxious 
exhalations, and thereby greatly increased the unwhcdesomeness of the prison, 
insomuch that great numijers of said prisoners, whost' names are unkuo^ii* 
sickened and died by reason thereof And the said Henry AVirz, still purj^uing 
his wicked and cruel purp(>se, wholly disregarding the usages of civilized war- 
fare, did, at the tinu* and place aloresaitl, maliciously and wilfully subject tU® 
prisoners .nloresaid to cruel, uinisual, and infamous punishment upon glij;lit:«. 
trivial, and tictitious pretences — by fastening large balls (»f iron to their feet f 
and binrling l.irge numbers of the j)ri.-<)ners aforesaid closrdy together, withlurpT^ 
chains around their necks and feet, so that thev walked with the greatest dilB* 
cultv ; and, beiu"^ so « ontined, were subiectetl to the burning: rav8 of the gux3» 
often without iood or drink for hours, and even days, from which said cm^^* 
treatmiMit large numbers, whose nanu's are unknown, sickened, fainted, ai"*^ 
died. And he, the said Wirz. <lid furtln-r cru<dly tri»at and injure said prisonc: 
by malici(»usly tying them up by the thund)s and wilfully confining the 
within an instniment of torture calhrd **the stocks," thus depriving them oftl3.^ 
use of their limbs, and forcing them to lie, sit, and stand for many hours wit^^' 
out the power of changing position, and being without food or drink, in con?'*^ 
quence of which many, whose nanu-s are unknown, sickened and died. And Ix^ 
the said Wirz, still wickedly ])ursning his evil pur])ose, did establish and caa=*^ 
to be designated within the prison enclosure, containing said prisoners, a**dei*-* 
line,'* being a line around the inner f ice of the stockade, or wall, enclosing sa. *-* 
prison, and about twi'uty feet <listant from and w itliin said stockade ; and havi"t*l 
80 established said dead line, which was in some places an imaginary line, a"!^* 
in other places marked by insecun- and shifting strips of boards nailed upon 1 1^ 
top of small and insecure stakes or posts, he, tbe said Wirz, instrncted t *^ 
prison guard stationed around the to]) of said stockade to fin* upon and kill a"*^ 2 
of the j)risonerrt aforesaid who might fall upon, ])ass over or under or across C »^* 
said ** (h'ad line." l^ursuant to which said orders and instructions, malicionr=*J 
and needlessly given by said Wirz, the said ])rison guard did tire upon and tc'*' 
a number of said prisoners. And the said Wirz, still pursuing his evil purpo^^* 
did keep and use ferocious an<l blon<lthirsty dogs, dangerous to human lite, *^ 
hunt down prisoners of war aforesaid who made their escape from his custoi3.J^» 
and did, then and there, wilfully and maliciously suffer, incite, .lud encour»i?® 
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the said dogs to seize, tear, mangle, and maim the bodies and limbs of said fugi- 
tive prisoners of war, which tlie said dogs, incited as aforesaid, then and there 
did, whereby a number of said prisoners of war who, during the time aforesaid, 
made their escape and were recaptured, died. And the said Wirz, still pursu- 
ing his wicked purpose, and still aiding in carrying out said conspiracy, did 
cause to be used, for the pretended purposes of vaccination, impure and poison- 
ous vaccine matter, which said impure and poisonous matter was then and* 
there, by the direction and order of said AViiz, maliciously, cruelly, and wick- 
edly deposited in the arms of many of said prisoners, by n»ason of which large 
numbers of them lost the use of their arms, and many of them were so injured 
tliat they soon thereafter died. All of which he, the said Henry Wirz, well 
knew and maliciously intended, and in aid of the then ex sting rebellion against 
the United States, with the view to assist in weakening and impairing the 
araiies of the United States, and in furtherance of the said conspiracy, and 
with the full knowledge, consent, and connivance of his co conspirators afore- 
said, he, the said Wirz, then and there did. 
Of charge 1," Guilty," after amending said charge to read as follows : 
Maliciously, wilfully, and traitorously, and in the aid of the then existing armed 
rebellion against the United States of America, on or before the twenty-seventh day 
of March, A. D. 1864, and on divers other days between that day and the tenth 
day of April, 18Go, combining, confederating, and conspiring, together with Jef- 
fereon Davis, James A. Seddon, Howell Cobb, John H. Winder, Richard B. 
Winder, Isaiah H. White, W. S. Winder, W. Shelby Reed, R. R. Stevenson, 

8. P. Moore, Kerr, late hospital steward at Andersonville, James Duncan, 

Wesley W. Turner, Benjamin Harris, and others unknown, to injure the health 
and destroy the lives of soldiers in the military service of the United States, then 
beld and being prisoners of war within the lines of the so-called Confederate 
States, and in the military prisons thereof, to the end that the armies of the 
United States might be weakened and impaired, i i violation of the laws and 
<^a«toms of war. 

Of specification 1 to charge 2, " (j'uilty," adding the words " or about** imme- 
Qmtely before the phrase ** the ninth day of .July." 

W specification 2 to charge 2, *' Guilty.** 
. ^f ^specification 3 to charge 2, ** Guilty,*' after striking out "June" and 
io«ertixig instead " September.** 

^* specification 4 to charge 2, *• Xot guilty." 
, .^f ^specification ^to charge 2, ** Guilty,*' after striking out the phrase "on the 
tnirtjptli day,** and inserting instead the phrase "on or about the twenty-fifth 

y[ Specification 6 to charge 2, " Guilty," after striking out the word "first*' 
ana ir^serting "fifteenth,** and also striking out the phrase "on the sixth day" 
'^JSj^^Qerting instead the phrase '*on or about the sixteenth day.** 
j\ ^specification 7 to charge 2, "Guilty,** after striking out the word "twentieth" 
and iCk averting instead the word *'firs^," and also after inserting "or about** imme- 
r^^ before the jjhrase " the twenty-fifih day." 
^ ^Specification 8 to charge 2, " Guilty.'* 
^ s^^pecification 9 to charge 2, " Guilty.** 
^ Specification 10 to charge 2, " Not guilty.** 

^^ ^ specification 11 to charge 2, *' Guilty,*' after striking; out the word "first" 

^^ inserting instead the word " sixth ;" after striking out also tlie phrase " incite 

^rge** and the phrase " (jnconragement and instigation,** and by adding the 

wcl>^ *'or about** after the word "on** where it last occurs in the specification; 

^^ hIso after striking out the phrase "animals called bloodhounds** and insert- 

™S^he word "dogs;** aud also striking out the word "bloodhounds'* where it 

*"^^^ards occurs and insert the word "dogs;'* and also striking out the words 

'* given by him.** 
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Of gpccilication 12 to cliarj;j<- 2, "Guilty." 
Of i«i»eciiicntion 13 to charge* 2, "Not guilty." 
Of tho j«(.'Coiul cLarpc, "Oiiilty." 

And tlio coiirt do tbcn fore eeiitoncc him, the said Henry Wirz, to bo himpA 
by the inick till h<' be dead, at such time and place ats the Presidcrnt of the United 
Stater* mav direct, two-thirdt? of the members of the court concurring herein. 

LEW. WALLACE, 
Major General and President of Commission. 

N. P. CIIIPMAN, 
CoJonil and A. A. D. C, Juda Advocate. 

And the court also lind tlie prison<'r, Henry Wirz. guilty of having causetl, in 
a manner as alleged in specification 11 to cliarg(^ 2, hy means of dogs, the dt-ath 
of three prisoners of war in his custody and soldiers of the L'nited 8tatej?, one 
occurring on or about tlie iifleenth day of May, 1801; another occurring ou or 
about the 4 lev<*nth davof Jnlv, iSG4: another occurrinj; on or about the tir^t 
day of fc>e])teniber, l^<i4, but Avhich finding, as here expressed, haft not and did 
not enter into the sfiitcnce of tin* conrt as hi'lV»re given. 

LEW. WALLACE. 
Major Utneral and President of Commission. 

N. P. OH 1PM AN. 
Colonel and A. A. D. C, Judge Advocait. 

It is not necessary, for th<* purposi-s of this review, to go into an elaborate di*- 
cussion of the questions involved in the findings on the Ist charge. From the 
document of the ]>roceedings, c«niiaining more tlian five thoupand pages, present- 
ing a mass of evidenct? braring nj)f»n ilnse cjurstinns, no brief summary canl>© 
made which would do justice to the subjrct. 'I'he argument of the judgie advo- 
cate sets fiirth an able and rxhaustive examiiiatiou of the material legal points 
raised and proof established by the trial, and lorms a part of the record. Itmiy 
be nlied on as giving a full and just exposition of the matters which entered, 
into the deliberations of the court, and, as particularly applicable to thisbrancM 
of ihc case, reference is res]»ect fully invited to pages 4S3S to 514S. Thoopiniai* 
is expressed that the conspiracy, as described in the findings above recited, w»* 
clearly made out, and that the conclusions arrived at by the court could not, i** 
the light of the evidence? this record contains, have been avoided. 

Language fails in an attempt to denounce, even in faint terms, the diabolical 
combination for the destruction and death, by cruel and ^endishly ingcnioa* 
processes, of helpless prisoiuas ("f war who might fall into their handa, whid* 
this record shows was plottJ^d and deliberately entered upon, and. as far astisB® 
permitted, accomi)Iished by the rebel authorities and their brutal underlings »* 
Andersonville jnison. Criminal history pn^sents no parallel to this mon8troil* 
conspiracy, and from the whohi catalogue of infauums devices within reach oj 
human hands, a system for the murder of men more revolting in its details conW 
not have been ]dainied. Upon the heads of those named by the court in i^ 
finding tho guilt of this imni<as arable crime is fixed — a guilt so fearfully bUd^ 
and horrible that the civilized winld must be; appalled by the spectacle. 

: There remains yet to be notic(;d the matters involved in the " second " cbtrgj' 
The homicides alleged to have been committed under this charge, and whicj 
the court found Avere committed, are of four classes: Firsts those cases of deatn 
which njsulted from the luting of dogs, (specification 11 ;) Second, cases of deatD 
which resulted from confinement in tho stocks and chain gang, (sj)ecificationB *'» 
0, 7;) Thirdy cases of prisoners killed by guards, pursuant to direct ordere oi 
Wirz, given at the time, (specifications 8, 0, and \2\) and Fourth, cases of pr**' 
oners killed by Wirz*s own hand, (specifications 1, 2, 3.) 

That all the deaths embraced in tliese four classes resulted from the catiscS 
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Lod in the manner set forth in the specifications is conceived to bo very clearly 
"Stablished by the evidence adduced by the prosecution, and it is not deemed 
iccessar}', in the absence of any contradictory testimony directly bearing on 
Lrse instances, to recite the evidence applicable to each, except it may be, briefly, 
;liat relating to the fourth class (specificatiims 1, 2, 3) and some acts of a similar 
ibanictiT. 

The testimony supporting the first specification is that of Felix de la Baume, 

alJnion soldier, who states that on or about the 8th of July, 1S64, he was one 

of a detachment of prisoners taken to Wirz's headquarters to be enrolled before 

Wmg sent into the prison ; that one of his comrades was attacked witli epih^psy, 

and some of his companions, by piirmission of the guard, ran to the creek lor 

"Water; that he, the w^itness, heard a shot fired, and on turning, saw Wirz fire 

two more, wounding two prisoners, one of whom the witness never saw nor heard 

of afterwards, and the other of whom he saw carried up to AVirz's headquarters 

in a dying condition, the wound being in the breast. 

TbcHi is also the testimony of George Conway, who states tliat on or about 
the llth of July, 1SG4, he saw AViiz shoot a Union prisoner within the stockade 
aa he was stooping to pick up his cup, which had fallen under the dead Hue, and 
that the man died almost instantly. 

Which of these two cases (either being, it is conceived, sufficient to sustain 
the allegation) the court relied on does not certainly appear. 

In support of the second specification, Martin E. llogan testifies that sopie 
time in September, when the prisonei s were being removed from Andersonville 
to Milieu, he saw Wirz take a priscmer, who was worn out with hunger and 
disease, by the coat collar, and, because he could not walk faster, wrench him 
back and stamp upon him with his boots; that the man was borne past him 
(witness) bleeding from his mouth and nose, and died in a short time. 

The third spejcification is tfuj)ported by the testimony of George W. Gray, 
who states that about th<i middle of September, 1SG4, he and a comrade, named 
William Stewart, a private belonging lo a Minnesota regiment, went out of the 
Btockade in charge of a guard to carry a dead body, and that after laying it in 
ine dead-house they were on their way back to the stockade, when Wirz rode 
'Jpto them and asked " by what authority they wire out there;" that Stewart re- 
plied they were out there by ])roper authority, whervupon Wirz drew his revolver 
•ndshot Stewart, the ball taking effect in his breast and killing him instantly; 
•J^d that the guard then took from his body some twenty or thirty dollars, which 
"irz received and rode away. 

^further evidence in regard to Wirz killing certain prisoners was presented; 
»j|Ot the dates given by the witnesses show the murders to have been other than 
thoBe alleged in the specifications. They will be referred to as illustrating the 

^Mractcr of the prisoner and establishing a frequency and repetition of like 
crimee. 

James II. Davidson testified that iu April, as he remembered, Wirz came into 
"*e Btockade one day and a lame man went up to him and asked him a question, 
'''j^fftipon Wirz "turned around" and shot him, and he died. 

Ihomaa C. Alcok(» states that one day (the witness seems to have no knowl- 
^S^ or recollection of dates) Wirz came into the stockade and a man asked liim 
P^nnisaion to go out and get some fresh air; that AVirz asked him "what he 
^^nt,"and that after a few more words had passed between them, Wirz " wheeled 
JJ^nd," pulled out a revolver, and shot him down, the ball taking effect in his 
T^8t, and death occurring about thr(?e hours afterwards. It also appears by 
"*^ witness that when he remonstrated Wirz told him he "had better lookout" 
or he "would be put in the same place," and that soon after Wirz came in with 
* ^Bxd and put 4iim in irons. 

Hugh R. Snee testified that some time in September, 1S64, a party of Union 
P'^^iiers were to be exchanged under an arrangement between General Sher- 
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man and the rebel Hood ; that they were taken from tlio stockade after darl^B 
the heat in the day was fo great that the men would have fainted; tliatnone 
but ablf'-bodied men were selected, it being stated, when thej were called out, 
that any one who could not walk eighteen miles a day would be shot ; that not- 
withstanding thic», the men were so an?cious to escape imprisonment that gome 
too weak to perform the day's travel came out. The witness states that three, 
who belonged to some western regiment:?, were able to go but a short distance 
before they fainted and irW out of the ranks, and were pushed one side by tbe 
guard; that thereupon a man ran back, and. speaking in a voice he thoujfhtat 
the time to be that of Captain Wirz, wanted to know why they were there; that 
they replied they wished to get out of j)iison; whereupon the man said, "I'll 
help you out, Go i datnn you." Witness then heard six pistol-shots, followed 
by a "cry as if j^omc onr was liurt," and iniiiiediately aft(T a rebel lieutenant 
came past, remarking **tliat it was a brutal aet;'* that *' one of them was dead,' 
and when asked who did it, rcplioil ♦•The captain." 

The most prominent features of th<* defence, under this second charge, will 
now be considered. 

An attempt was madi^ to prove that, during the whole of August and parts of 
July and September, the prison<*r was sick and confined to his bed, and could 
not have committed the crinn»s chargt-d to him in those months. In his state- 
ment to the court, however, he made no reference to his absence — doubtless for 
the reason that the testimony was of too geiicrral and loose a character to setup 
as contradictory to the exj)licit statements of numerous witnesses as to the 
dates when the crimes recorded in the finding were committed — corroborated as 
those statements were by ollicial papers bearing his signature, showing that at 
diff\»rent times during tliose months h<^ was in the p'irformance of his ordinary 
functions as counnandant of the prison. 

ft was claimed that deaths resulting from the use of dogs in the capture of 
e»cap<.'d i)risoners were not crimes fastened upon Wirz, he not being present at 
the pursuit, and therefore not responsible. But it appears to have been the fact 
that this use of dogs was under Wirz's special direction; that the pursuit of 
prisoners was, in many instances, initiated under his immediate orders, and i| 
some cases captures were made und(?r his personal supervision. It was also 
clearly proved that a part of each jjack were ferocious dogs, dangerous tolife» 
80 as to make it probabh? tiiat the men, on whose track they were sent 
would be killed. A man overtaken by these beasts, and desiring to surrender, 
could not, by coming to a stand, save his lile ; the instinct of the dogs was for 
human blood, and to surrender to them was death. A most shocking illustn- 
tion will be given. Two soldiers had (^scaped, but were overtaken ; the party 
who captured them returncul with but one, (who was so mangled that he aied.) 
and the chief of the party, known as Turner, exulted in accounting for tbe otheXi 
stating that they "allowed the dogs to tear him in pieces, and left him in the 
woods." 

As applying to the question of criminal responsibility involved in this cla^ 
of homicides, the judge advocate referred the court to the well-settled princi- 
ple of law, that it is not essential tliat the hand of the party should be theito* 
mediate occasion of the death, but that if it be shown that means were w'* 
likely to orcasiofi death, i\\\i[ which did so occasion it, the party using such 
means is to be held responsible for the consequences. 

There is but one of this class of homicides which enters into the findings of 
"guilty" under this cliarge. A discussion of the legal points involved is con- 
ceived to be needless, inasmuch as the charge is sustained by a conviction oD , 
nine other distinct fillegations of murder. 

As to the deaths resulting from the use of stocks and chain-gmgs, the defence 
urged that the men wen* placed tlurrein for the purposes of discipline; that 
they were commonly used for such purposes, and that their use at this plice 
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{ attribatable to those higher in anthority than Wirz, to whose orders he was 
ject^ Upon this point it is to be observed tnat prisoners were put in these instru- 
its of torture as punishment for having escaped, or having made attempts to 
ipe from their captors, which attempts, whether successful or not, it was 
ir right and duty as prisoners of war to make. Any punishment inflicted 
•n them therefor by their captors was a violation of the laws of wais and 
ths resulting from such unlawful punishment are murders. This would be the 
gBient of the law apart from some of the peculiar circumstances which sur- 
nd these crimes, and which so decidedly indicate their true character, prom- 
pt among which is the often declared animus of the prisoner, showing con- 
Bively that in these and kindred barbarities he was aeliberately seeking to 
rifice the lives of his victims. It was shown that these stocks and chain- 
gs were under Wire's immediate and direct control ; that he exercised full 
hority in committing pri^ners to both. While it may be, and probably it<, 
fact that his action in this matter was sanctioned by the rebel Winder when 
WBS on daty at that place, it does not relieve the prisoner of responsibility 
the results. 

xk relation to the three homicides embraced in the third class, the prisoner 
K^ no special defence, except as to the killing of the man known as Chick- 
uiga. He ux^es in his final statement that his order to the guard to shoot 
I man was only intended as a menace. It is clear, however, n:om the testi- 
ay that this order in his case, as in the others, was peremptory ; and, accord- 
to his own version, it was not a command that could be construed by any 
Kirdinate as merely a menace ; moreover, it was distinctly proved to have been 
ompanied by a threat that he would shoot the guard if the guard did not 
lot this crippled soldier. He states further, and it is so found by the record, 
it this poor man desired to be killed, it would seem, because ho was suspected 
his comrades of having given information to the prison-keeper of some at- 
Bpts of prisoners to escape from the stockade. This fact, however, in no 
gree palliates his murderer's guilt. 

Of the homicides embraced in the fourth class (those committed directly by 
B own hands) the prisoner's statement notices but one— that of Stewart, sworn 
by the witness Gray. It is asserted that the testimony of this witness is a 
ue fabrication. But there is nothing found in the examination of the record 
hich casts a doubt on his veracity, and the court seems to have discovered 
Dtliiiig in his manner on the stand to raise the question of his credibility. 
As to all those cases not heretofore specially mentioned, the defence insists 
^ the allegations were too vague aud indefinite, and that the testimony is in- 
iScient to sustain them, atid also that it is altogether improbable that such 
^pideis could have been committed without coming to the knowledge of various 
'itneeses who stated that they hod never heard of such crimes at Auderson- 
jjl^ No evidence being submitted which contradicts the concurrent and ex- 
udt statements of the witnesses who gave positive testimony of their perpe- 
"^n, these murders are fastened to Wirz's hands. 

lUoy points were raised by both sides relating to the admission of evidence 
I the trial progressed. These were fully debated at the time. No discussion 
' them here is deemed necessary, it not being found that competent proof ma- 
^ to the prisoner's defence on the specific offences of which the court pro- 
^Vaced him guilty was excluded. Much latitude seems to have been given 
^ He was allowed to show special acts of kindness to prisoners, aud to in- 
^Qce dedarations made by himself in explanation of his acts. Lt'tters aud 
Bcial reports, and oral testimony of his personal efforts, offered as indicating 
< interest in and a care for th« comfort of the prisoners, were also admitted. 
11 shown that every witness asked for by the defence was subpoouaed, except 
rtain rebel functionaries, who^ for ffeaeona stated at the time, did not appear 
the stand. But the judge advooato proposed that if the counsel for the de- 
68 w 
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fence would set forth according to the common rale, by affidavit, tohnt he ex- 
pected and had reason to believe any witness who did not so appear would tes- 
tify, it would be admitted of record that such witness would so testify. This 
proposition was not accepted. One hundred and six witnesses were subpceDaed 
for the defence, of whom sixty-eight reported ; but thirty-nine of these, many 
of them soldiers of our army and sufferers at Andersonville, were discharged 
by the prisoner's counsel without being put upon the stand. 

A review of the proceedings leads to the opinion that no prejudice to the 
legal rights of the prisoner can be successfully claimed to have resulted from 
any decision which excluded testimony he desired to introduce. The trial is 
believed to have been conducted in accordance with the regulations governing 
military courts, and the record presents no error which can be held to invali- 
date the proceedings. 

The annals of our race present nowhere, and at no time, a darker field of crime 
than that of Andersonville, and it is fortunate for the interests alike of public 
justice and of historic truth that from this field the veil has been so faithfully and 
so completely lifted. All the horrors of this pandemonium of the rebellion are 
laid bai-e to us in the broad, steady light of the testimony of some hundred and 
fifty witnesses, who spoke what they had seen and heard and suffered, and 
whose evidence given under oath, and subjected to cross-examination and to 
every other test which human experience has devised for the ascertainment of 
trutli, must be accepted as affording an immovable foundation for the sentence 
pronounced. 

The proof under the second charge shows that some of our soldiers, for mere 
attempts to escape from their oppressors, were given to ferocious dogs to be torn 
in pieces ; that others were connnel in stocks and chains till life yielded to the 
torture ; and that others were wantonly shot down at Wirz's bidding or by his 
own hand. Here in the presence of these pitiless murders of unarmed and 
helpless men, so distinctly alleged and proved. Justice might well claim the 
prisoner's life. There remain, however, to be contemplated crimes yet more 
revolting, for which he and his co-conspirators must be held responsible. 
The Andersonville prison records (made exhibits in this case) contain a roster 
of over thirteen thousand (13,000) dead — ^buried, naked, maimed and putrid, in 
one vast sepulchre. Of these, a surgeon of the rebel army, who was on duty 
at this prison, testifies that at least three-fourths died of the treatment inflicted 
on them while in confinement ; and a surgeon of our own army, who wta • 
prisoner there, states that four-fiflhs died trom this cause. Under this proof, 
which has not been assailed, nearly ten thousand, if not more, of these deaths 
must be charged directly to the account of Wirz and his associates. This 
wide-spread sacrifice of life was not made suddenly, or under the influence 
of wild, ungovernable passion, but was accomplished slowly and deliberately by 
packing upwards of thirty thousand men, like cattle, in a fetid pen, a mere 
cesspool, there to die for need of air to breathe, for want of ground on which to 
lie, for lack of shelter from sun and rain, and from the slow agonizing process 
of starvation, when air and space, and shelter and food were all within the 
ready gift of their tormentors. This work of death seems to have been a satu^ 
nalia of enjoyment for the prisoner, who, amid these savage ormes, evinced 
such exultation, and mingled with them such nameless blasphemy and ribald jests 
as at times to exhibit him rather as a demon than a man. It was his continoil 
boast that by these barbarities he was destroying more Union soldiers than 
rebel generals were butchering on the battle-field. He claimed to be doing 
the work of the rebellion, and faithfully, in aU his murderous cruelty and 
baseness, did he represent its spirit. It is by looking upon the eemeteiies 
which have been filled from Libby, Belle Isle, Salisbory, Florence, a&i 
Andersonville and other rebel prisons, and recalling the prolonged snfierioi^s of 
the patriots who are sleeping there, that we can best understand the inner and 
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fe of the rebellion, and the hellish criminality and brutality of the traitors 
laintained it For Buch crimes human power is absolutely impotent to 
e any adequate atonement. 

lay be added, in conclusion, that the court before which the prisoner was 
ras composed of officers high in rank, and eminent for their faithful ser- 
ind probity of character, and that several of them were distinguished for 
egal attainments. The investigation of the case was conducted through- 
th patience and impartiality, and the conclusion reached is one from which 
erw helming volume of testimony left no escape. It is recommended that 
Dtence be executed. 

J. HOLT, 
Judge Advocate General, 

I Secretary of War respectfully submits the report of the Judge Advocate 
il upon the case of Henry Wirz. 
the Fbbsidbnt. 

ExBCUTiVB Mansion, 

November 3, 1865. 

proceedings, finding, and sentence of the court in the within case are ap- 
i, and it is ordered that the sentence be carried into execution by the 
commanding the department of Washington on Friday, the tenth day 
iber, 1865, between the hours of 6 o'clock a. m. and twelve o'clock noon. 

ANDREW JOHNSON, 

President of the United States, 



PORT OF GENERAX. HITCHCOCK ON THE SUBJECT OF EXCHANGE. 

Washington City, D. C, 

November 22, 1865. 

: I have the honor to submit the following statement, as my general re- 
T the current year, on the subject of the exchange of prisoners of war ; 
\B which I find it necessary to revert to some facts of a precedent date in 
that the subject may be the better understood. 

in early period of the rebellion, a cartel for the exchange of prisoners was 
I upon in conformity with the authority of the President, as communi- 
» General Dix by the Secretary of War in the following despatch, which 
08 on its face an important limitation, carefully guarding against any re- 
ion of the rebel government, the object having expressly in view the hu- 
pnrpose of extending relief to prisoners of war : 

" War Dbpartment, 
" Washington City, July 12, 1862. 

be President directs me to say that he authorizes you to negotiate a gen- 

cchange of prisoners with the enemy. 

m will take immediate measures for that purpose, observing proper caution 

t any recognition of the rebel government, and confining the negotiation 

subject of exchange. The cartel between the United States and Oreat 

I has been considered a proper regulation as to the relative exchange value 

oners. 

" EDWIN M. STANTON, 
" Secretary of War. 

r Greneral John A. Dix, Fortress Monroe.** 
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The agreement, signed by General Diz on the part of the goTemment, oa 
General Hill on the part of the rebels, was dnlj announced inpablic orden by 
authority dated War Department, Adjutant General's Office, Washington, Sep- 
tember 25, 1862, a copy of which is hereunto annexed. 

Bo long as the cartel for the exchange of prisoners was respected in the sonth, 
it was faithfully observed by the goTernment, and there is no doubt that iU 
faithful execution would have been continued by the government until the end 
of the war, unless properly revoked by competent authority, if the rebel ta- 
thorities had not most distinctly violated its terms, under circumstances, indeed, 
of great aggravation. 

The first indication on the part of the rebels of a disposition to disregard the 
cartel became public through a message by Jefferson Davis to the rebel con- 
gress, in which, after alluding to the proclamation of the President announcing 
emancipation, he makes use of the followiug language : 

'* I shall, unless in your wisdom you deem some other course more expedient, 
deliver to the several State authorities all commissioned officers of the United 
States that may hereafter be captured by our forces in any of the States em- 
braced in the proclamation, that thev may be dealt with in accordance with the 
laws of those States providing for the punishment of criminals engaged in ex- 
citing servile insurrection." 

This announcement of Mr. Davis was made January 12, 1863, and received 
the modified approval of the rebel congress, as shown in the following sections 
of an act approved May 1, 1863, to wit : • 

'* Sec. 4. That every white person, being a commissioned officer, or acting as 
such, who, during the present war, shall command negroes or mulattocs in arms 
against the Confederate States, or who shall arm, train, organize or prepare ne- 
groes or mulattoes for military service against the Confederate States, or who 
shall voluntarily aid negroes or mulattoes in any military enterprise, attack or 
conflict in such service, shall be deemed as inciting servile insurrection, and 
shall, if captured, be put to death, or be otherwise pimished at the discretion of 
the court. 

" Sbc. 5. Every person, being a commissioned officer or acting as such in the 
service of the enemy, who shall, during the present war excite, attempt to ex- 
cite, or cause to be excited, a servile insurrection, or who shall incite, or cause 
to be incited, a slave to rebel, shall, if captured, be put to death, or be otherwise 
punished at the discretion of the court." 

•* Sec. 7. All negroes and mulattoes who shall be engaged in war or be taken 
in arms against the Confederate States, or shall give aid or comfort to the ene- 
mies of the Confederate Suites, shall, when captured in the Confederate State»» 
be delivered to the authorities of the State or States in which they shall be 
captured, to be dealt with according to tlie present or future laws of such Stat« 
or States." 

When the message just referred to became known to the President, he sa*^ 
at once the necessity of meeting it, and gave instructions to retain snch reb^' 
officers as might be captured, in order to be in a position to check the reb^ 
government and restrain the execution of its avowed purpose, in violati<m oi 
the cartel. 

This proceeding, initiated by the rebel government in violation of the eaf* 
tel, ultiinated in the cessation of exchanges, which, as the history of the matted 
shows, became unavoidable, and was entirely due to the rebel government. 

Coincident with the proceedings with regard to the exchange of prisoners of 
war, the rebels inaugurated a system of seizing unoffending citizens of the 
United Stated^ l^id subjecting them to maltreatment, in various ways, in order 
to effect a partidtiar object, wnich became apparent when a demand was made 
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br their release. For this purpose quite a number of eitisens of PennsjlTailia 
irere carried into captivitj dj General Lee» when he penetrated into that State 
in 1S63. 

When a demand was made for the release of this class of prisoners, it was 
net bj a most positive declaration that no citizen prisoner in rebel hands should 
le released unless the government would enter into an agreement with the rebel 
nithorities not to arrest any one on account of his opinions or on account of his 
ijmpathj with the rebel cause ; and this declaration was repeated again and 
igain by the rebel authorities whenever the government demanded the release 
)r exchange of said citizen prisoners. 

It will require but the slightest glance at this subiect to convince any one of 
'he utter impossibility of acquiescing in the demana of the rebel authorities, 
IS a pre-requisite to the release of the citizens thus held in bondage. Such an 
lereement on the part of the United States would have been a virtual acknowl- 
^gment of the independence of the rebel government, and would have for»- 
Josed all proceedings of the United States against all persons whomsoever 
tngaged in the crime of treason and rebellion. It was absolutely impossible 
o acquiesce in the demand of the South on that point, and this is the reason 
rhy this class of prisoners was beyond the reach of the government, except 
hrongh the power of its armies, which finally settled the entire question by 
luiting an end to the rebellion itself. 

At the commencement of the cessation of exchanges the rebels held a few 

prisoners of war over and above the number of rebels held by the government) 

but the capture of Yicksburg and Port Hudson threw the balance largely the 

other way; and, as the prisoners captured by General Grant and Gkueral 

Banks were left in the south on parole, the rebel authorities determined to 

make use of them, not merely in violation of the cartel, but in open contempt 

of the laws of war. They first ordered that body of men to be assembled at a 

place called Enterprise, in Mississippi, on pretence of facilitating measures for 

their supplies, but in reality with the distinct purpose, as we are now compelled 

to believe, of throwing them into the rebel ranks to meet the anticipated conflict 

which, it was seen, was near at hand in East Tennessee, and which accordingly 

took place at the memorable battles of Chickamauga and Chattanooga ; in which 

hattles many of the captured prisoners paroled in the south by Generals Grant 

and Banks took part, without having been duly exchanged, aithough the rebel 

aQthorities made an ex parte declaration of exchange in their favor without proper 

ftothority, which was protested against by the United States. 

It must be understood that the rebels might at any time have resumed the 
Bjstem of exchange agreed upon in the cartel by receding from the assumed 
^t of disposing of captured Union officers as required in the act passed by 
^e rebel Congress, before alluded to, and agreeing to the exchange of colored 
^ps ; but they would never agree to acknowledge the right of colored troops 
to treatment due to prisoners of war ; and, as the government of the United States 
w exercised the right of employing colored troops as a part of the force 
^gninst the rebels, their claim to such protection as the government could give 
^^ one which did not admit of discussion. 

When the rebels discovered that the suspension of exchanges was operating 
against them, they resorted to the horrible expedient of subjecting the prisoners 
^ held to starvation and exposure to the elements, without the protection of 
^rters or tents, after first robbing them of their money and most of their 
clothing, and without regard to seasons or their inclemencies, in the hope of 
Mng the government into a system of exchanges which should have the 
Act, not only of leaving in their hands all of the colored prisoners thev had 
*aken, but of throwing into their ranks the entire body of prisoners held by 
tke federal power, then greatly in excess over the prisoners held by the rebels 
This £ut is proved by the declarations of the Richmond papers, at the time 
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when a few exchanges were made, that the rebel agent, Colonel Oold, had not 
sent over the lines the number of prisoners eqoivalent to those receiyed. bnt 
only a proportionate number, the ratio being determined hj Colonel Gold, in 
view of the number of prisoners held in the south against those held in the 
north — the chum to hold in reserve the colored prisoners in the south hariog 
never been abandoned. This fact was further established by the official records 
of the commissary general of prisoners, by which it appeared that, after send- 
ing several boat-loads of exchanged prisoners each way, the rebels were con- 
Btantly falling in debt. Upon obser^dng this fact, and noticing the publications 
in Richmond, I called upon the commissary general of prisoners for a tabular 
statement of the result, aiid the statement showed an inaebtedness in our favor 
of over five hundred men ; which statement was handed to the Secretary of 
War, who thereupon directed an order to Greneral Grant to assume the entire 
control of the matter of exchangee, with authority to give such orders as he 
might think proper on the subject. General Grant at once reverted to first 
principles, and directed that Colonel Quid, or the rebel authorities, should he 
notified that colored troops should be treated as prisoners of war when cap- 
tured ; and, as the rebels were not willing to accede to this requirement, no fa- 
ther exchanges were made. 

Upon the receipt at the War Department of the first intelligence of the inhn- 
man treatment to which our prisoners were subjected at Richmond, the Secretary 
of War, without a moment's hesitation, gave instructions to our agent of ex- 
change, at Fortress Monroe, to send forward supplies from the public stores for 
their relief, and large quantities of provisions and clothing were accordingly 
sent for distribution among the prisoners, and every possible effort was made to 
afford that sort of relief, even at the hazard of large portions of the supplies 
being wasted, or, what was worse, misappropriated to the benefit of our enemies, 
who, it soon appeared, made use of these supplies for their own advantage, 
leaving our prisoners still to suffer. But even this did not destroy the hope of 
the Secretary that some portion of the supplies would, at least, be permitted to 
reach its destination, and the orders to send that relief were left in force nntil 
the rebels themselves, shamed, perhaps, by the scandalous state of things, then 
likely to become historical, refused to receive any further supplies through the 
agents of the government. 

In the mean time the sympathies of friends in the north were naturally awakened, 
and large quantities of supplies of all kinds were sent to Fortress Monroe* 
whence they were forwarded for the relief of the prisoners at Richmond; but 
the moment they passed beyond the control of our agents they fell into the 
hands of the most unprincipled and shameless scoundrels that ever disgraced 
humanity. It is in proof that large quantities of supplies furnished by the 
benevolence of the north for the relief of suffering humanity in southern prisons* 
were piled up in sight of the objects for whose relief those supplies were sent, 
but beyond the line of the prison guards; and while the prisoners were thus in 
sight of their own boxes, they were not only forbidden to touch them, but com 
pelled to witness depredations upon them by the guards themselves, who feasted 
upon their contents, leaving the victims of war a prey to that merciless barbariso* 
wnich will make one of the darkest pages in the history of a rebellion which will 
itself remain an astonishment to all posterity for its almost causeless existence. 

Many have supposed that it was in the power of the government to afford 
relief to the prisoners in the south by a resort to retaliatory treatment of rebel 
prisoners in the north. It is difficult to meet a suggestion of this kind by an 
appeal to the instincts of civilized humanity, because the mere suggestion sup- 
poses the absence of those instincts, and implies a willingness to si e the public 
sentiment degraded into barbarism, which would have put the nation itself on 
the footing of savages, whose only excuse for their barbarity is their ignorance 
and their exclusion from the civilized world. The day must come when evoy 
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true American will be proud of the reflection that the government was strong 
enough to crush the rebellion without losing the smallest element of its humanity 
or ita dignity, and stands before the world uiiimpeached in its true honor and 
glory. 

It may be observed that no one imagined, prospectively, the horrors which 
came to light at Andersonville, the full enormity of which only became known 
at the close of the military events which ended the war. Had they been known 
when at their worst, the government would have had the choice of but three 
measures : first, the rebel prisoners might have been sent south, we to receive 
in return such white prisoners as they might have held, leaving the colored 
troops to their fate ; second, a resort to retaliatory measures ; or, lastly, for the 
country to wage the war with increased zeal to bring it to a legitimate end. No 
man can doubt which of these plans the northern people would have approved, 
if submitted to them, and the government only assumed to represent the people 
in the question. 

It ought to be mentioned here, as a beautiful illustration of the moral sublime, 

that among the many memorials, some of them very numerously signed, which 

reached the War Department, praying for relief to federal prisoners suffering in 

the south, in nearly all of them there was an express protest against a resort to 

retaliation. And what was the real effect of the barbarity upon the prisoners 

in the south ? Certainly, it was most deplorable and shocking upon individuals 

for the time being ; but no one whose moral eyes are open can fail to see that it 

became in many ways a signal step, under the guidance of Providence, for 

bringing the rebel cause to destruction. It strengthened the feeling in the 

north in favor of warlike and determined measures against rebellion ; it sent 

thousands into the army who took the field resolutely determined to punish the 

authors of a great crime against humanity. The enemy might almost literally 

have felt that it is " a terrible thing to fall into the hands of the living God." 

An erroneous opinion appears to have been circulated, more or less widely, 
with regard to the number of colored federal troops who fell into the hands of 
the enemy, which makes it important to state that the actual number thus ex- 
posed to injurious treatment was very much greater than has been commonly 
supposed. This will sufficiently appear from the fact that, on the 21st of 
January,' 1865, Lieutenant O. O. Poppleton, adjutant of the 1 llth United States 
colored infantry, addressed a letter, dated at Nashville, Tennessee, to Major 
General Butler, in the following words, to wit : 

"I have the honor to enclose herewith a copy of a Mobile paper (rebel) con- 
taining, over the signature of D. H. Maury, major general Confederate States 
*nny, the names of five hundred and sixty-nine (569) soldiers belonging to the 
106th, UOth, and 111th regiments of United States colored infantry, who were 
t*ken prisoners by a force of the enemy, under Major General N. B. Forrest, at 
Athens and Sulphur Branch Trestle, Alabama, on the 24th and 25th of Sep- 
tember, 1864, and placed at work on the defences of Mobile, Alabama, by order 
^^ the rebel authorities. Lieutenant William T. Lewis, adjutant 110th United 
8late8 colored infantry, has a paper of later date than this, containing the names 
of nearly three hundred (300) more soldiers of the same command, also at work 
^n the defences of Mobile." 

This is an official report from the adjutant of the 111th regiment colored in- 
«ntry, showing that there were then, in January, 1865, at work on the fortifi- 
J^tions about Mobile five hundred and sixty-nine (569) colored soldiers belong- 
^g to three regiments only ; and a reference is made to another paper as being 
*t that time in the hands of another officer, an adjutant also of one of those reg- 
iments, embracing the names of " nearly three hundred (300) more soldiers of 
thesame command," making in all over eight hundred (800) colored soldiers of the 
United States army at work, under rebel officers, on the fortifications around 
Kobile alone. 
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When the government determined to emploj colored troops in Its armies', (be 
principle was recognised that they were entitled to protection ; and, accordingly, 
It was claimed that the class of troops referred to should receive sncli treatmeni 
from the enemy as was dne to other troops employed in the defence of the go?- 
emment. The assertion of this principle did not depend npon the nomber of 
colored troops who might at any one time he in the hands of the enemy. Every 
consideration of honor and humanity required the assertion of this principle as 
due to the troops employed in the service of the government ; and, aecordhiglj, 
in various communications, when the subject required it, the government agents 
connected with the duties of the exchange of prisoners invariably set fSorward 
the principle. But this did not prevent the exchange of prisoners, man for man 
and officer for officer. The difficulty on this subject was dne, first, to the mes- 
sage of Mr. Davis to the rebel congress, already referred to, declaring his pur- 
pose to deliver to southern State authorities such white Union officers as might 
be captured, for trial under State laws unknown alike to the laws of CongrcM 
and to the laws of war; and, secondlv, to the open contempt of the laws of war, 
as also stated above, in the fact that the rebel authorities released from the ob- 
ligations of their parole a number of rebel prisoners, and placed them in their 
ranks without exchange. 

During a brief period prior to the captiu^ of Vicksburg, the rebels held more 
prisoners of war than the government ; out after the date of that event the ease 
was reversed, and from that time forward the government made every effort to 
obtain exchanges — man for man and officer for officer — ^but without avail, the 
rebel authorities persistently resisting applications for exchange unless the go?- 
emment would release all rebel prisoners, after they had openly violated the 
cartel themselves, claiming that the government should deliver to them all rehel 
prisoners, while they, on their part, declared their purpose of withholding fipom 
exchange such colored prisoners as they might have in their possession. 

It is important to observe here, that while this controversy was pending ve 
actually held, in prison depots in the north, about seventy thousand (70,000) 
prisoners of war, over and above which we had a just and valid claim for more 
than thirty thousand (30,000) men who had been captured and paroled in the 
south, chiefly at Vicksburg and Port Hudson, and who had never been jwoperly 
exchanged; making in all at least one hundred thousand (100,000) men whom 
the rebel authorities wished to draw from us in exchange for about forty then- 
sand (40,000) of the white troops of the United States; the effect of whieh 
would have been to throw into the army of General Lee an effective force of 
about sixty or seventy thousand men, in fine health and able in all respects to 
be put immediately into the field against General Grant's army, or with which 
General Lee might have obtained a disposable force of some fifty or more thoo- 
sand men for the purpose of entering the States of the north, and thereby posa- 
bly compelling General Grant to raise the siege of Richmond, or expose the 
northern States to devastation by the enemy. 

It was the desire of the rebel agent of exchange to avoid making special ex- 
changes, in the hope of drawing from us the whole of the rebel prisoners of war 
we held in return for inferior numbers hold by the enemy. To accomplish that 
object, the rebel commissioner or agent of exchange not only declined to make 
exchanges on equal terms, in any considerable number, but refused to make spe* 
cial exchanges except under extraordinary influences brought to bear by U^^ 
friends of interested parties ; and, in repeated instances, the rebel ageut took 
care to indorse, upon special applications, the express declaration that he neither 
made nor countenanced such applications. 

In consequence of this state of things, and while there was a hope of effect- 
ing general exchanges, only a few applications of a special character were for- 
warded over the lines ; but when it became apparent that a general exchange 
could not be effected, I received your instructions to forward all special applica- 
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tions for exAtUigi^» in order, as you explained the purpose at the time, to afford 
every possible , <6i^rtnnit7 to extend relief to as many individuals as might 
have tne good Ibrtone to secure southern influences for that object ; and great 
numbers of such applications were sent over the lines, most of which, however, 
were never heard from afterwards. 

Another fact I beg to state in connexion with this subject, as a further illus- 
tration of the efforts of the department to extend relief to federal officers and 
soldiers imprisoned south, to wit : The rebel authorities resorted to the system 
of placing individuals in close confinement, in alleged retaliation for what on 
our side was but the legitimate operation of the laws of war in the punishment 
of spies and other offenders against those laws. In the endeavor to afford relief 
in a particular case of this kind, the rebel agent seized the opportunity of pro- 
posing the mutual release and exchange of all prisoners in close confinement, 
although at that time we had no rebel prisoners thus confined except by due 
course of law. This proposition was manifestly unfair, and a recovered letter 
from the rebel agent has shown that he knew it was so. Nevertheless, the prop- 
osition was accepted by your orders ; and although it effected the release of 
some criminals belonging to the rebel army, it carried relief to a number of fed- 
eral officers and soldiers in the south who thus obtained liberation : the conces- 
sion on your part having had in view the relief it promised^ and^ to some extent, 
effected, in favor of a few of our officers and soldiers. - , . 

The recovered letter alluded to was dated at City Point, March 17, 1863, and 

addressed to Brigadier General Winder, in the following words: 

" Sib : A flag-of-truce boat has arrived with 350 political prisoners, General 
Barrow and several other prominent men amongst them. I wish you to send 
me, at four o'clock, Wednesday morning, all the military prisoners (except of- 
ficers) and all the political prisoners you have. If any of the political prisoners 
bave on hand proof enoueh to convict them of being spies or of having com- 
mitted other offences which should subject them to punishment, so state opposite 
their names. Also, state whether you think, under all circumstances, they should 
be released. The arrangement I have made works largely in our favor. We get 
rid of a set of miserable wretches, and receive some of the best material I ever 
*aw. Tell Captain Turner to put down on the list of political prisoners the 
names of Edward G. Eggling and Eugenia Harmmermister. The President is 
anxious they should get off. They are here now. This, of course, is between 
• ourselves. If you have any female political prisoner whom you can send off 
safely to keep her company, I would like you to send her. Two hundred and 
odd more political prisoners are on their way. I would be more full in my com- 
nnmication if I had time> 
" Yours truly, 

" ROBERT OULD, Agent of Exchange:' 

It should be noticed in this report that when the subject of exchange became 
^barrassing, because of the unwillingness of the enemy to exchange man for 
*nan, he demanding all of the rebel prisoners we held in exchange for the white 
prisoners held by him, Major General Ilallbck, by the direction of the Secretary 
^ War, made an effort to obtain exchanges on equal terms. For this purpose 
be sent a fiag of truce to General Lee, then in force on the Rapidan, and pro* 
V^ that species of exchange. But General Lee declined to act upon the prop- 
^ition, and answered, evidently in accordance with instructions from Richmond, 
^t the subject of exchange was in the hands of a commissioner, and he pre- 
feted to have nothing to do with it. 

As a further effort to obtain this class of exchanges, the Secretary 
tQthorized various commanders, distant from Washington, to open communica-' 
tions with the enemy, and to effect exchan^s whenever they could be made on 
equal terms. In the midst of these difficmties I was painfolly impressed with 
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the impossibility of effecting excbanges on eaaal terms with JaAge Onld; and 
having understood that Grencral Butler was or the opinion that, if empowered to 
do BO, he could make exchanges, I addressed a note to the Secretary of War and 
proposed to withdraw from the position of commissioner of exchange in &Tor 
of any officer who could accomplish so desirable a result ; upon which, how- 
ever, the Secretary did not see fit to make an order. A few dlays after this I 
was sent for from the War Office, where I found the Secretary in conversatioii 
with General Halleck on the subject of exchanges. The Secretary then in- 
formed me that General Butler had expressed the opinion above stated, and that 
several members of Congress had expressed a similar opinion with regard to 
General Butler's ability to effect exchanges, if empowered to do so. I at once 
said to the Secretary, " If General Butler is of opinion that he can make ex- 
changes, I think, sir, you had better let him try." He then said that it was hid 
wish that I should go to Fortress Monnje and confer upon General Butler the 
requisite power by his authority ; and he thereupon wrote, in the presence of 
General Halleck and myself, the following order : 

" War Department, 
'< Washington, December 16, 1863. 

" Major General Hitchcock, Commwioner of Exchange of Prisoners: 

** General : You will proceed immediately to Fortress Monroe, and takeanj 
measures that may be practicable for the release, exchange, or relief of United 
States officers and soldiers held as prisoners by the rebels. 

'* You are authorized and directed to confer with Major General Butler on the 
subject, and may authorize him, as special acent, commissioner, or otherwifle, to 
procure their release or exchange upon any just terms not conflicting with prin- 
ciples on which the department has heretofore acted in reference to the exchiuige 
of colored troops and their officers, and not surrendering to the rebels any pris- 
oners without just equivalents. You may, if you deem it proper, relieve Gen- 
eral Meredith, and direct him to report to the Adjutant General for orders. 
" Yours truly, 

"EDWIN M. STANTON, 
" Secretary of War:' 

Within half an hour after the writing of the above order I was on my way to 
Fortress Monroe, and on the morning of the 17th of December I reported to 
General Butler. After stating the limitations under which he would be author- 
ized to make exchanges, I requested him to prepare instructions for himselff 
giving him the authority he desired, in accordance witji the orders of the Secre- 
tary, stating that, when ready, I would sign them in the name of or with the 
authority of the Secretary. In two or three hours thereafter I called again 
upon General Butler, and made the instructions he had prepared official. Thef 
contained the following paragraphs : 

** You are hereby instructed not to make any exchange which shall notretnm 
to you man for man, officer for officer, of equal rank with those paroled and sent 
forward by yourself, regarding, of course, for motives of humanity, in the earlier 
exchanges, those officers and men on either side who have been the longest eon- 
fined. 

*' Colored troops and their officers will be put upon an equality in making ex- 
changes, as of right, with other troops. 

"You are permitted, in conducting the exchange, to waive for the present the 
consideration of the questions of parole and excess now pending between the 
confederate belligerent authorities and this government, leaving them untoached 
as they stand until further interchange of views between those authorities and 
yourself." 
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The above instnictions to General Butler will show precisely the animus of 
i Secretary of War on the subject of exchanges. He was perfectly willing 
d anxious to make exchanges, man for man, officer for oMcer, and gave, as 
ist be seen, the foUest power to General Butler to effect those exchanges. 
tneral Butler, in his conversation with me, expressed no desire to have any other 
(tractions or powers committed to him, and appeared to be very confident of 
\ ability to accomplish the desired result, giving me, in detail, many reasons 
• that confidence. I returned to the city of Washington* and within a few 
ys the public prints announced General Butler's first attempt to make ex- 
anges and the result. General Butler sent a boat-load of prisoners under a 
ig of truce to City Point, where they were offered for a like number of federal 
jops. It appears that, when this was reported to the rebel government, vio- 
Qt indignation was expressed by the rebel authorities, on the alleged ground 
at General Butler, was an outlaw by the proclamation of Mr. Davis, and that 
was an insult to employ him to accomplish any result requiring any sort of 
tercourse between him and the rebel authorities ; but it was concluded that, 
tasmuch as a certain number of their troops were actually within their lines as 
^turned prisoners of war, they should be received, and a like number of federal 
tiisoners should be exchanged for them ; but notice was given to our agent that 
\o more prisoners would be received in that manner, and it was reported at the 
ime that General Butler was informed that a flag of truce even should not pro- 
tect him within the rebel lines. 

When this was reported in Washington, the President himself, in the presence 
of the Secretary of War, declined to give any order on the subject, unwilling 
to concede to the rebels the right to dictate what agents this government should 
employ in its public business ; but it was plain to be seen that the real object 
of the rebel authorities was to avoid making equal exchanges of man for man 
»nd officer for officer, their purpose being to deliver to us, as before stated, only 
a proportionate number of prisoners held by them as against those held by us ; 
uid because General Butler's instructions required the exchange of man for 
nan, made the employment of General Butler in the business of exchange a 
pretext for refusing those equal exchanges. This was evident, because, in 
point of fact. General Butler did not personally appear in the business — that is, 
«e did not accompany the flag of truce — and, if there had been any disposition 
on the part of the rebels to make equal exchanges, they knew those exchanges 
would be made through the agency of another officer, and not personally by 
General Butler ; and thus the real purpose of the rebels becomes manifest, their 
object being to draw from us all of their own troops in our hands, giving us in 
^change only such white troops of the federal forces as they might hold. 

After this experiment by General Butler, matters remained in suspense for 
wme time, no exchanges being made. 

At length two federal officers, who had escaped from rebel prisons, gave me 
^eir opinion, in this city, that if we would send to City Point, for exchange, a 
body of three, four, or five hundred rebel officers, demanding a like number in 
'etum, the feeling in the south, they believed, would be such that the rebel 
4nthoritie8 would not dare to refuse the exchange; and if that succeeded, they 
Wonld not dare thereafter to refuse to exchange private soldiers. I thought 
^ery well of this suggestion, and addressed a note to the Secretary of War, 
communicating it, and recommending its trial. The Secretary at once accepted 
^e suggestion, and directed General Oanby, then on duty in the War Office, to 
•squire General Butler to make that trial. But General Butler thought proper 
to send a mixed boat-load of officers and men. 

Here, then, was another effort to make exchanges on equal terms. The enemy 
accepted the prisoners sent over the lines, but did not return a like number, 
rhis fact was publicly stated by the newspapers at Richmond, and was con- 
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firmed by official reports received at the office of General HoffmAn, tbe cnmims- 
sary gtMiorul of priaoners, after Beveral boat-loads had passed. TVhvu tbe piv- 
pot^c of the rebel commietiioDer became apparent, not to make ezchanf^ man ht 
man, but only in pTOportionate numbers, the fact, with the evidence for it, wm 
submitted to tbe Secretary of "War, and then it was, as stated above, that Gen- 
era] Grant was instructed to take the subject uuder his own supervision, with the 
rci'ult aln'ndy alluded to. 

After General Butler took charge of the duties in connexion with the exchange 
of pri^tineri^, I wns not officially adviped of bis proceedings, because, he being of 
senior rank to myt<elf, made no reports to me ; but in August, 1864, there was 
pnMi?«bed in the journals of tbe day a letter, over the signature of General Bit- 
ter, of tbe highest importance? in connexion with this subject. No official copy 
was fuinii^hcd to me, and I have never seen the letter of Judge Ould to which 
it refers, ibe nutbenticitv of which, however, is sufficiently vouched ni the letter 
of Geneml Butler, which commences, addressed to Judge Ould, in lhe*e words: 

*' Sir : Your note to ]Major Mulford, ansistaut agent of exchange, under date of 
the 10th of August, has been referred to mc. You therein state that 5Iaj«r 
Mulford /fas screral timvn proposed to cxcJtange prisoners rrspectireJif held hyitke 
ttto hvUigeremts, officer for officer and man Jor man : and that the offer has also 
been made hy other officials liaviag charge of matters connected icith the exchange 
of prisoners, and that this proposal has been heretofore derlined hy the ctmfrd' 
crate avihoritics. That you now consent to the above proposition, and agree to 
deliver to you (Mnjor Mulford) the prisoners held in captivity by the confederate 
authorities, provided you agree to deliver an (rqual number of officers and men." 

This letter, cit<'d by General Butler from Colonel Ould, shows, conclnsively, 
by whom the proposition for an equal exchange was originally made. It show?, 
also, that it had been repeatedly made by the government, and had been as 
repeatedly refused by the rebel authorities. 

'J'he matter had been placed in General Butler's hands, and ho answered 
Judge Quid's letter, asking some preliminarj' explanations, which I believe were 
never made, and the opportunity of a final action upon Judge Ould's letter was 
thus cut off by himself. 

The reasons which induced General Butler's action may no doubt be seen, in 
p<|rt at least, in the letter be addressed to Judge Gold, which was published io 
the journals of the day. I have never heard that the matter was referred to the 
Secretary of War, and have never unden«tOud that he gave any order iu the pre- 
mises. 

We learn from Generel Butler's letter that Judge Ould did not reach his con- 
clusion in reference to ^lajor Mulford's proposition until a period of eight months 
had elapsed. 

It is impossible to approach the subject of this report without being solemnly 
impressed by a sense of the horrors inflicted upon the prisoners of war in the 
south ; but, in making the report, I have felt imperatively called upon to con- 
fine myself to facts connected immediately with the subject of exchiingos, leir- 
ing inferences to be drawn by others. 1 attach hereto such official letter? 9sA 
telegraphic despatches as have either originated in my office or have reached me. 
as may throw light upon the subject of this report. 

I have the honor to be, very resi>ectfullv, your obedient servant, 

"^E. A. HITCHCOC K, 
Major Gen. Vols., Commissioner for Excliange of Prisoner^' 

Hon. Edwin M. Stanton, 

Secretary of War. 
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I mmii UUen .mctompanifimg |A< report of Oeneral HUckeock mi fkp stdgeet of exekangts, 

[General Orders, No. 142,] 

War Department, Adjutaitt General's Office, 

fftukingtom, September 25, 1862. 

owing 18 the cartel under which prisoners are exchanged in the existing war with 
m Stotes: 

Haxall*s Landing on James River, Ya., July *22^ 1862. 

!ef8igned, having been commissioned by the authorities thej respectively represent 

rrangements for a general exchange of prisoners of war, have agreed to the follow- 

s: 

B 1. It is hereby agreed and stipulated that all prisoners of war held by either party, 

those taken on private armed vessels known as privateers, shall be discharged upon 

Ions and terms foUowing: 

rs to 1)6 exchanged man for man and officer for officer ; privateers to be placed upon 

r of officers and men of the navy. 

d officers of lower grades may oe exchanged for officers of a higher grade, and men 

V of different services may be exchanged according to the following scale of equiv- 

al commanding in chief or an admiral shall be exchanged for offieers of equal rank 

yprivates or common seamen. 

>mcer or major general shall be exchanged for officers of equal rank or for forty 

r common seamen. 

lodore carrying a broad pennant or a brigadier general shall be exchanged for officers 

ank or twenty privates or common seamen. 

lin in the navy or a colonel shall be exchanged for officers of equal rtek or for 

^ates or common seamen. 

naut colonel or a commander in the navy shall be exchanged for officers of equal 

r ten privates or Common seamen. 

nant commander or a major shall be exchanged for officers of equal rank or for 

ates or common seamen. 

naiit or a master in the navy or a captain in the army or marines shall be exchanged 

i of equal rank or six privates or common seamen. 

I mat(.*s in the navy or lieutenants and ensigns in the army shall be exchanged for 

equal n^iik or four privates or common seamen. 

•men, warrant officers in the navy, masters of merchant vessels, commanders of 

, shall lie exchanged for officers of equal rank or three privates or common seamen. 

captains, lieutenants, or mates, of merchant vessels or privateers, aud all petty 

th«> navy and all non-commiHsioned officers in the army or marines, shall be sever- 

nged for persons of equal rank or for two privates or common seamen ; and private 

' conmion seamen shall be exchanged for each other man for man. 

E 2 Local, State, civil, and militia rank held bv persons not in actual military ser> 

lot hv recognized, the basis of exchange being the grade actually held in the naval 

ry service of the respective parties. 

E 3. If citi2seus held by either party on charges of disloyalty or any alleged civil 

Di exchanged, it shall only be for citizens. Captured sutlers, teamsters, and all 

1 the actual service of either party, to he exchanged for persons in similar position. 

E 4. All prisoners of war to be discharged on parole in ten days after their capture and 

'rs now held and those hereafter taken to be transported to the points mutually agreed 

he expense of the capturing party. The surplus prisoners not exchanged shall not 

ed to take up arms again, nor to serve as military police or constabulary force in 

garrison, or iield-work held by either of the respective parties, nor as guards of 

?pi»ts, or stores, nor to discharge any duty usually performed by soldiers, until ex- 

mder the provisions of this cartel. The exchange is not to bo considered complete 

fficer or soldier exchanged for has been actually restored to the lines to whicli he 

E 5. Each party, upon the discharge of prisoners of the other party, is authorized to 
an equal number ot their own officios aud men from ])arole, lumishing at the same 
■i other party a list of their prisoners discharged and of their own offi?^?rs aud men 
om parole ; thus enabling each party to relit^ve from parole such of their own offi- 
nen as the party mav choose. The lists thus mutually furnished will keep both 
vised of the true condition of the exchange of prisoners. 

e 6. The stipulations and provisions above mentioned to be of binding obligation 
( continiianco%f the war, it matters not wliieh party may have the surplus of pris- 
great principles involved being, 1st. An equitable exchange of prisoners, man for 
»r for officer, or officers of higher grade excliauged for officers of lower grade, or for 
Mu>rding to the scale of equivalents ; 2d. That privateers and officers aud men of 
ervices may be exchanged according to the same scale of equivalents ; 3d. That 
in, of whatever arm of service, are to be exchanged or paroled in ton days from 
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the time of their capture, if it be practicable to transfer them to their own linee in that time ; if 
not, as soon thereafter as practicable ; 4th. That no officer, soldier, or employ^ in the sernce 
of either party is to be considered as exchan^ and absolved from his parole nntil his eqniTa- 
lent has actually reached the lines of his friends; 5th. That the parole forbids the pemHrm- 
ance of field, garrison, police, or goard, or constabulary duty. 

JOHN A. DDL, 

Mmjor GeturaL 
D. H. HULL, 
Migat Qemerml C. S, A 

SUPPLEMENTARY ARTICLES. 

Article 7. All prisoners of war now held on either side, and all priaoners hereafter taken, 
shall be sent with all reasonable despatch to A. M. Aikens*8, below Dutch Gap, on the Janm 
river, Virginia, or to Vicksburg, on the Mississippi river, in the Staie of Mississippi, tod 
there exchanged or paroled until such exchange can be effected, notice \mng previonsly given 
by each party of the number of prisoners it wiU send, and the time when they will be delivered 
at those points res]>ectively ; and in case the vicissitudes of war shall change the military nla- 
tions of the places designated in this article to the contending parties so as to render the same i 
inconvenient for the delivery and exchange of prisoners, other places, bearing as nearly as insj 
be the pre&ent local relations of said places to the lines of said parties, shall be by mutual agree* 
ment substituted. But nothing in this article contained snail prevent the commanders of 
two opposing armies from exchanging prisoners or releasing them on parole at other points 
mutually agreed on by said commanders. 

Article d. For the purpose of carrying into effect the foregoing articles of agreement, eadi 
party will appoint two agents, to be called agents for the exchange of prisoners of war, whose 
duty it shall be to communicate with each other, by correspondence or otherwise, to prepaid 
the lists of prisoners, to attend to the delivery of the prisoners at the places agreed on, and to 
curry out promptly, effectually, and in good faith all the details and pro>isious of the said 
articles of agreement. 

Article 9. And in case any misunderstanding shall arise in regard to any clause or stipn* 
lation in the foregoing articles, it is mutually agreed that such misunderstanding shall no^ 
interrupt the release of prisoners on parole, as herein provided, but shall be made the subject 
of friendly explanations, in order that the object of this agreement may neither be defeated, 
nor postponed. 

JOHK A. DIX, 

major Geuertl 
D. H. HILL, 
Major General C. S, A. 

By order of the Secretary of War : 

L. THOMAS, 
Adjutant Oaurd, 



[Telegrams. ] 

War Department, 
Washington Ct/jf, April 2\, 1863. 

Major General John £. Wool, Commanding at Fortress Monroe : 

The President cordially approves your response to Colonel Huger in respect to the ex- 
change of prisoners. I would be very glad to effect an exchange for Colonels Corcoran tf^ 
Wilcux as soon as it can properly be done, and also to have all the rest at Bichmond ex* 
changed. 

EDWIN M. STANTON, 

Secretary of ifer. 



War Department, 

IVashington, June 18, 1862. 
MajorGeneral McClellaN : 

The Adjutant General has just submitted to me your telegram addressed to him and dated tlN 
thirteenth instant, respecting the exchange of prisoners. This subject has for several monthi 
been under the direction of General Wool, who had several neg^tiatfons with Howell C<^ 
and General Huger. The last arrangement made was broken off, by the rebel authorities 
denying Huger's authority to make the arrangement for Corcoran s exchange. It is be* 
lieved that their real reason for breaking off was to obtain an arrangement that would secme 
the release of Greneral Buckner. The President has tor some days l^en considering the queft* 
tion of agreeing to a general exchange, but has not yet decided, because strong opposition i> 
manifested to Uie exchange of Buckner. I have ordered the Ad|jutant G^oeral to send you 
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immediately, bj mail, a copy of the correspondence between General Wool and Gretferal 
Hu^r, which will enable you rally to understand the question in dispute when General Wool 
left iTortress Monroe. 

EDWIN M. STANTON, 

Seeretarff of IVar, 



War Department, 
Washington City, July 8, 1862. 
Major General Dix, Fortress Monroe : 

General McClellan shortly before the late battles made an arrangement for the exchan8;e 
of prisoners taken on either side by the forces before Richmond. It is the desire of this cfe- 

rirtment to carry th« arrangement into effect. I wish you would communicate with him. 
also, with the consent of the President, whom you will consult, authorize you to negotiate 
for a general exchange of all prisoners taken and held or paroled on both sides — the ex- 
change to be on the principles of the cartel between the United States and Great Britain in 
the last war with that power. 

EDWIN M. STANTON, 

Secretary of War. 



hi 



War Department, 
Washington City, July 14, 1862. 
RtjoT General John A. Ddc : 

If tbere should be any failure or delay to effect a general exchange, I would be very glad 
to bare yon arrange the exchange of Colonel John Kenly, 1st Maryland, for Colonel C. A. 
Bngg, 50th Tennessee, if it can possibly be done. 

EDWIN M. STANTON, 

Secretary of War. 



War Department, 
-, . Washington City, July 14, 1862. 

Major General Ddc, Fort Monroe : 

Some place convenient to Fortress Monroe, as City Point, or such other as you may dea- 
ignate, can be fixed for the exchange of prisoners in the east. 
Viduborg or some adjacent point for exchange in the west. 

EDWIN M. STANTON, 

Secretary of War. 



War Department, 
^ Washington City, July 16, 1862. 

'^m General DiX, Fort Monroe : 

Vou will please procure all the information you can respecting the names and condition 
<>' oar prisoners held by the rebels, and make report to this department after your interview 
With General Hill. 

EDWIN M. STANTON, 

Secretary of War, 



War Department, 
^ . Washington City, July 25, 1862. 

^>jor General Diz, Fortrtu Monroe: 

T<m and Miyor General Franklin have been appointed our agents for the exchange of pris- 
^iBers. The agents appointed by the rebels will oe at Aiken at twelve meridian to-morrow 
Where yon will please meet them. Advise Gtoeral McClellan whether you will be present 
viiot 
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Major Qeneral George B. McClellan : 

Major General Dix and Major General Franklin are i^ypointed <mr agwiti for the exchuge 
of prisoners. If either of them cannot attend, jou maj name fone one to take his plsoe. 
General Dix has been notified of time and place of meeting. 

EDWIN M. STANTON. 



War DBPARTBTElfT, 

Major General Dix, Fortress Momroe : 

The rolls of prisoners held by us are not on file in this department* They haye been o^ 
dered to be made out with all desuatch. The number of prisoners of war held bj us ii i¥- 

{)orted to be oyer twenty thousana. The n»lls will be ready in zb brief a time as possible. I 
laye named you and General Franklin as our agents of exchange. The commissary gene- 
ral of prisoners thinks he can haye the rolls in fiye days. They will be transmitted to yoa 
as soon as possible. 

EDWm M. STANTON, 

SecreUry of Iftr. 



Mi^or General DiX, Fortress Momroe : 



War Department, 
Washington City, July S5, 186S— 6.50 p. m. 



A dt'spatch from General McClellan states that the agent for exchange of prisoners on tlie 
part of the confederates is to be at Aiken's to-morrow at twelye o'clock, i think yoa W 
Di'tter ffo up aud explain why our rolls of prisoners are not ready, and that they will be fur- 
dIhIkkI Hud the prisoners sent on immediately. General McClellan can then appoint Genertl 
Franklin or some one else to act as agent, aud General Halleck designate an agent at Vicks- 
burg. It is important there should be no misunderstanding, and you can prevent it better 
than any one else. Your vidit to Point Lookout appears to l^ of minor importance than tbia. 

EDWIN M. STAXTOX. 



War Department, 
Waskingtom City, July *J9, 1862. 
Major (ieueral Dix, Fortress Monroe : 

Adjutimt General Thomas will take the prisoners to be exchanged from Fort Delswai» 
$to])pi 11^ at Fortress Monroe. lie will consult with you respecting the course to be taken 
wirti the prisoners referred to in your telegram. 

EDWIN M. STANTOX, 

SeeMary of fftf. 



War Department, 
WaslUmgtou City, March 29, 1663. 
Colonel Ludlow, Fortress Monroe, Virginia : 

General Bumside reports that the seventy-first Indiana, about seven hundred strong, tfe 
at Camp Morton awaiting exchange. Please say whether they have or have not been ex* 
changed, aud it* not, procure their exchange as speedily as possible. 

EDWIN M. STANTON. 

Secretary of ffsr- 



War Department, 
fTnshington City, March ^, 1863. 
Colonel Ludlow, Fortress Monroe : 

The seventy-first Indiana was captured on the twenty 'eighth of December last at Hul' 
draughts Hill, Kentucky. Please get them exchanged as soon as possible. 

EDWIN M. STANTON. 

Secretary of Wer. 
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War Department, 
IFaskiugUm Cilf, AprU 10, 1863. 
V, H. Ludlow, Fort Monroe, Virgimia : 

he exchanges indicated in joor tele^m of this morning. Ask Mr. 0«ld for in- 
comceming a report of thirteen United States officers, said to be confined at At- 
MTgia, including Lieutenant Colonel Hopeman and Major Weidneer. Thej were 
SartsTille, Tennessee, December?. Report specially the result. 

E. A. HITCHCOCK, 
Major General Volunteers, Commanding, 8fe. 



Headquarters Departbient of Virginia, 7th Army Corps, 

Fort Monroe, Jnue 24, 1863. 

KL : I enclose to jou for your information copies of correspondence in relation to 
of citizen prisoners, and which some time ago were submitted to the Secretary of 
. has his approya). ^ 

11 see how impracticable at present exchanges of dtixens are, and how litUe hope there 
speedj remoyal of obstacles. The only prospect I can now see of such remoyal is 
3 upon the confederate authorities by the friends of the citisen prisoners toe hold, 
irea six months* hard labor for me to succeed in effecting the preyious exchanges or 
f our citizens held by the confederates. 

1 recommend that you send here no more confederate citizens until I inform yon of 
ipects of obtaining equiyalents for them. 
, yery respectfully, your obedient senrant, 

WM. H. LUDLOW, 
Lieutenant Colonel and Agent for Exchange qf Prisoners, 

I Wm. Hoffman, Commissary General of Prisoners, 

also copies of correspondence in relation to threatened retaliation on officers, which 
leoeiyea the approyal of the Secretary of War. 



Confederate States of America, War Department, 

Richmond, Virginia, May 22, 1863. 

Q seyeral of your late communications you haye appealed to me for the release of 
prisoners held by us. I am ready to dellyer eyery one of them when you do the 
rity. Until then not one of them shall be released except at our own pleasure. You 
i late communication for the release of the sheriff of Bourbon county. Are you aware 
Qow hold some half dozen or more harmless and inoffensiye old men as hostages, 
a do not eyen pretend to release, and yet ask the sheriff's deliyerance f You haye 
tsands of helpless non-combatants in your prisons, not arrested as dangerous per- 
>ur armies, but incarcerated because it is supposed Uiey are loyal to their own coun- 

lumber is increasing eyery day. / toill listen to no proposition for the release of 
Umnts that is not based upon the delivery of all whom you have in custody, coupled 
distinct written understanding as to future conduct in respect to such captures. If 
; agreeable let God save the right. I hope there will be no further mistake between 
ird to this matter. I trust I haye made myself sufficiently distiifct. 
Respectfully, your obedient seryant, 

R. OULD, Agent of Exchange, 

tant Colonel Wm. H. Ludlow, Agent of Exchange, 

—The passage underscored in this letter refers to a claim on the part of the rebels 
ffoyerncent should not only release all non-combatants held as prisoners on ac- 
ine war. but should enter into an agreement to make no more arrests of that char- 
) effect of which would haye been to relieve all citizens engaged in treason aud re* 
>m all proceedings, as if no treason had been or could be committed. 

E. A. HITCHCOCK, 

Commissioner of Exchange 



Confedertae States op America, War Department, 

Ridunond, Virginia, May 22, J 863. 

perceiye by the northern papers that Captains McGrow and Corbin were shot to 

1 musketry on Friday, the 15th instant, at or near Sandusky, Ohio. 

rere the cases which I brought to your attention when last I saw yon. These men 

authorized to recruit wiihin the limits of Kentucky. They were tried by a court - 

69w 
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martial iii.on the charge of recmitiDg withiD junr lines. Thrj were sentenced to be sbot. 
and that sentence was approved bj General Bumside and President Lincoln The confed* 
erate government has ordered that two captains now in our cnslody shall be selected for 
execution in retaliation for this ^[ross barbanty. The order will be speedily executed. Yuoi 
papers refer to other cases of parties condemned to death upon the samo charge, they are some 
five or six in number. In view of the awful vortex into which things are plungmg, I give 
you notice that in the event of the execution of these persons, retaliations to an equal extent 
at least will be visited upon your own officers, and if that is found ineffectual, the number 
will be increased. The Great Ruler of nations must judge who is responsible for the initia- 
tion of this chapter of horrors. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

R. OULD. 
Agent of Exchange. 
Lieutenant Colonel Wm. H. Ludlow, Agemi tf Ezckmnge. 



Headquarters Departbient of YiRonnA, 7th Army Corps, 

Fart Monroe, Jfay 25, 1863. 

Sir : In reply to your communication of the 23^ in relation to citizen prisoners, I hare to 
state that I have demanded them, and not as you informed me " appealea to you for them :'' 

frou probably, however, mean the same thing. I have demanded them because I havede- 
ivered to you their equivalents with the understanding that you were to release them. I 
bring to your miud the cases of Lewis and Scully; you distinctly and without rMenratkn 
told me that these men should be delivered on the day following the delivenr to yon of a 
large number of your citizen prisoners. Their names were especially mentionea, and I hare 
not yet received them. I shall deliver to you no more political or citizen prisoners except tt 
our own pleasure, and no suck tigreement or uuderstamaing as ffou propowe will be for a mo- 
ment entertained, 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WM. H. LUDLOW, 
Lieutenant Colonel and Agent for Exchange of Prieeuen. 
Hon. Robert Ould, 

Agent for Exchange of Prisoners. 



Headquarters Departmekt of VntonaA, Ttr Army Corps, 

Fort Monroe, Fa., JToy 25, 1063. 

Sir : Captains McGrow and Corbin were executed upon conviction of being spies. Tbff 
were also guilty of recruiting within our lines. Without waiting to know the facts or evidence 
in these cases, for you have admitted that you were acting on mere general newspaper state 
nients, which give neither facts nor evidence, orders have been given, as you inform me, 
that two of our ofiieers now in your cuntody are to be selected for execution in retaliation kt 
what you tenii ** gross barbarity," and that the order will be spe^edily executed. I gireToio 
formal notice that fur each officer so executed one of your officers in our hands will be'iir 
mediately put to death, and if this number be not sufficient it will be increased. The United 
States government has been most lenient in their treatment of prisoners who have fallen into 
their hands. Thislcniency has been abused, and by your own admissions yonr officen mi 
men have come within our lines for the purpose ostensibly of recruiting, but really as ipiei 
They have been taken in citizens' dress, under all the circumstances clearly surrounding tk 
character of a spy, and in accepting such service they have taken upon themselves lul iv 
responsibility and the consequences of capture, and yet you propose to select brave and boo* 
oraule officers who have been capturcd in fair and open fight on the'battle-field and barbtf* 
ously put them to death in retaliation for the just punishment of spies. 

I call to your mind, among numerous other instances the barbarous execution of the bnre 
men, who, under orders of General Mitchell, captured a locomotive and train and peDetiste^ 
with it into the interior of Georgia, for the sole purpose, as was and is well known, of de 
stroying the railroad communications. They were executed as spies, and yet the United 
States government has not retaliated for this act. 

Were I in your place, I should hardly dare to invoke the judgment of the Great BuleroT 
nations upon the responsibility for the initiation of this what you most properly term clispttf 
of honors. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WM. H. LUDLOW, 
Lieutenant Colonel and Agent for Exchange of Prisoun. 

Hon. Robert Ould, 

Aentfor Exchange of Prisoners. 
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[Telegram. — Sent 4.45 p. m.] 

War Department, Washington City, June 29, 1865. 

Colonel Ludlow, Commisnoner of Exchange, Fortress Monroe : 

You will exert jonrself to procure the release of Richardson and Browne, Tribune re- 
porten, captured at Vicksburg. Browne's health is said to be failing. If they are held as 
iiostages, or for anj special reason, ascertain and report it. 

EDWm M. STANTON. 



Washington City, D. C, February 5, 1864. 

Sir: a. D. Richardson and Julius Browne, correspondents of the New York Tribune, are 
said to be prisoners in Richmond. I am induced to believe that we have some prisoners at 
Nashville available for their exchange. 

Will you be so good as to inform me whetherjou can accomplish the release of the Tribune 
correspondents, and what you desire may be done for that object ? 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. A. HITCHCOCK, 
Major General U. S. Vols., CommWfor Exchange of Frisoners, 
Major General B. F. Butler, 

Commanding, ifc. Fort Monroe, 



Office of Commissioner for Exchange, 

Fort Monroe, Va», February 9, 1864. 

Sir : Your communication of the 3d instant was received. I shall make an effort to ne* 
ffotiate an exchange of the New York Tribune correspondents with the rebel authorities by 
uie next flag-of-truce boat. 
I have the honor, general, to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

BENJ. F. BUTLER, 
Major General and Commissioner for Exchange, 
Major General E. A. Hitchcock, 

Commissioner for Exchange, Washington, D, C 



Headquarters Department of Virginia and North Carolina, 

Office Commissioner for Exchange, 

Fort Monroe, Va,, April 4, 1864. 

8ir : Your communication in regard to James M. Brown, newspaper correspondent, has 
Wn received. 

Application will be made to Commissioner Ould to procure his exchange. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

BENJ. F. BUTLER, 
Major General and Commissioner for Exchange, 
Colonel W. Hoffman, 

Commissary General of Prisoners, Washington, D. C. 

KoTB.— This was in answer to a renewed effort to effect a release in this case. 

E. A. H., Commissioner of Exchange. 



[Telegpram. — Sent 4.2 p. m.] 

War Department, 
Washington City, November 11, 1863. 

Brigadier General Meredith, Fortress Monroe : 

Yoa are authorized to transmit any funds that may be furnished to you for the use of our 
jviioners in Richmond, taking a receipt from the person to whom you deliver them for 
tnoamission. and sendine a copy thereof to this department. 

EDWIN M. STANTON, 

Secretary of War. 
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[Telegram. — Sent 6 p. m.] 

War Departmeht, 
WaskimgtBU Citjf, Nowetmker 11, 1863. 
C. C. Fulton, Esq., Baltimore^ Marjfiand : 

General Meredith has been instructed to transmit anj fhnds that maj be snppUed for the 
nse of our prisoners in Richmond. The f^Temment cannot, of coarse, be responsible tbat 
they will reach their destinaion Those who send funds must run that risk. 

JEDWIN M. BT ANTON, 

Secretary of Wtt, 



[Telegram. — Sent 11.30 a. m.] 

War Departbiext, 
WaekingUm Citf, December 2, 1863. 

Brigadier General Mereditii, Fortress Monroe^ Virginia : 

Yesterday I directed General Hitchcock to ascertain from you, first, whether supplies fur- 
nished by this government for our prisoners at Richmond were received and fonn-arded bj 
the rebel agent ; and, second, whether supplies furnished by State agents would be received 
by the rebel agents and forwarded. No answer has been received to these inquiries. Yoa 
will please immediately make a direct answer to both questions. 

EDWIN M. STANTON, 

SecTtUry of Wet. 



War Departmkkt, 
Washington Ciiy, February 10, 1864. 

I do not think it expedient to send a flag-of-tmce boat, with women and children, dot to 
give advertisement in Baltimore, Washington, and elsewhere, at present, as you propose to 
ao. If there be any residents of Norfolk whom you want to send away for cause yon are 
authorized to do so, but not to put other persons across the lines. 

Your proposed declaration of the exchange is, in the opinion of this department, irregnl*f« 
and ought not to be made, because it would be seized upon as a justification of the iiresnltf 
and improper course pursued by the rebels ; and besides, from its indefiniteness, would not 
afford protecti(»n to our own troops, and would lead to serious embarrassment in the fiui 
arrangemout uf exchange, if one can be made. The reasons for this opinion are more ptf* 
ticularly set forth in the reply furnished to ^ou by Major General Hitchcock upon this sub- 
ject. I think that, upon consideration ot that report, you will yourself be satisfied tint 
the proposed declaration of exchange is premature, and would affora serious advantiga to 
the rebels in the present controversy. 

EDWIN M. STANTON, 

Secretary of ffer. 

Major General B. F. Butler, Fortress Monroe, Virginia. 

True copy : A. E. H. JOHNSON 



War Department, 
Washington City, Fehruary 14, I86i 

Yesterday *8 Intelligencer contains an account of a recent Interview between Mr. fxH^ 
of the Baltimore American, and Commissioner Ould, at City Point, in which the latter stitch 
that, with a view of ameliorating the condition of the prisoners on both sides, he had mtik* 

Eroposition to this government, two weeks previous, that a number of ou^ surgeons tbt^ 
e allowed to pass through their lines to visit and remain with our prisoners wherever lk<7 
might be, and with full libertv of the city, and permission to go to any point, when neoesffiT 
for the performance of their duties. They would also be allowed to act as commissaries^ ' 
the prisoners, and to order through the lines such stores as they might deem necessaxy, ^ ; 
to receive and distribute them. In return he had asked that the same privilege be gni^i ] 
to their side, and expressed surprise at not receiving any reply. i 

No proposition of this nature having been received here, the Secretary of War directs tM > 
you report whether that or any other proposition from that source, not submitted to till '^ 
denartuient, has been received bv you ; and if so, to submit them without delay. 
By order of the Secretary of War : 

ED. R. S. CANBY, BngadUr General, A, J. (?• 
Major General B. F. Butler, 

Commandifg Department Virginia and North Carolina, Fort Monroe^ Virgima, 

True copy : A. E. H. JOHNSON. 
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[Telegram.] 

War Department, 
WoMhington City, March 10, 1864. 
fajor General B. F. Butler, Fortreis Monroe : 

You will please furnish to me a report of the number of prisoners delivered by yon to the 
nem J for exchange since you entered upon your present command, with the respective dates 
f delivery, designating the names and rank of the commissioned and non-commissioned ofB- 
ers, and the names of the privates. Upon receiving the rolls, with this designation, Colonel 
[ofFnian, commissary of prisoners, will oe ordered to designate the like number of our officers 
nd men who may be declared exchanged. Those to be declared exchanged will be taken 
rom those who have been longest on parole. This is the mode in which declarations of ex- 
haiige, under present circumstances, should be made. 

EDWIN M. STANTON, 

Secretary of War 

True copy : A. E. H. JOHNSON. 



[Telegram.] 

War Department, 
Washington City, February 29, 1864. 
ifajor General Butler, Fortress Monroe : 

Yon may exercise your own discretion as to the time and number of officers to be sent 
for exchange. Representations made by escaped officers led this department to the conclu- 
noo that if one or two hundred officers were sent to City Point by you, and offered in ex- 
change for the same number of ours, the rebels would not dare to refuse; hence the order 
was given you. But if you deem it more advantageous to the service to delay its execution, 
Toa may do so. 

EDWIN M. STANTON, 

Secretary of War, 

True copy : A. E. H. JOHNSON. 



Headquarters Armies of the United States, 

Infield, Culpeper C. H,, Va,, AprU 17, 1864. 

I hare the honor herewith to enclose for your information a copy of my letter of instruc- 
to Major General B. F. Butler, commanding department ol Virginia and North Caro- 
lina, touching the exchange of prisoners. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

U. S. GRANT, Lieutenant General. 
Hon. E. M. Stanton, 

Secretary of War, Washington, D, C, 



Headquarters Armies of the United States, 

Infield, Culpeper C. H,, Va., AprU 17, 1864. 

General : Tour report of negotiations with Mr. Ould, Confederate States agent, touching 
tile exchange of prisoners, has been referred to me by the Secretary of War, with directions 
to famish you such instructions on the subject as I may deem proper. 

After a careful examination of your report, the only points on which I deem instructions 
neoessary are — 

1. Touching the validity of the paroles of the prisoners captured at Yicksburg and Port 
Hudson. 

2. The status of colored prisoners. 

As to the first, no arrangement for the exchange of prisoners will be acceded to that does 
■ot folly recognize the validitv of these paroles, and provide for the release to us of a sufficient 
Bomber of prisoners now hela by the confederate authorities to cancel any balance that may 
fce in our favor by virtue of these paroles. Until there are released to us an equal number of 
tSeen and men as were captured and paroled at Yicksburg and Port Hudson, not another 
eonfederate prisoner of war will be paroled or exchanged. 

As to the second, no distinction wnatever will be made in the exchange between white and 
colored prisoners ; the only question being, were thev, at the time of their capture, in the 
military service of the United States. If they were, the same terms as to treatment while 
prisoners, and conditions of release and exchange, must be exacted and had in the case of 
eolored soldiers as in the case of white soldiers. 



.1094 BEPORT OF THE SECRETABT OF WAB. 

Non-acqniPBcence by the confederate antborities in both or eitber of tbeae propoutions 
will be regarded as a refusal on their part to agree to the farther exchange of prisoners, and 
will be so treated by us. 

I am, general, Tery respectfnlly, your obedient servant, 

U. 8. GRANT, LiemUamni Gemrd. 
M^jor General B. F. BuTLER, 

CoftCdg Depi. of Virginia mmd North Carolina^ Fortre$» Mamroe^ Virgimim. 



[Telegram. — 8ent 3.45 p. m.] 

War Departneht, 
Wtukiugtom CUg, Mmg 4, 1864. 

Major General Butler, Fortress Monroe : 

The commissary of prisoners is preparing a declaration of exchange, which will be made 
at once. 

EDWIN M. STANTON, 

StcrHarm of War, 
True copy: A. E. H. JOHNSON. 



[Receiyed cipher 7 a. m., August 22, ] 

Unted States Military Telegraph, War Departmest, 

Ciff Point, Fa., 5 p, m., Augmsi SI, 1864. 
Hon. E. M. Stanton, Seeretarjf of War : 

Please inform General Foster that on no circumstances will he be anthorixed to make ex- 
change of prisoners of war. 

Exchangi>8 simply re-enforce the enemy at once, whilst we do not get the benefit of those 
received for two or three months, and lose the majority entirely. I telegraph th}s from just 
hearing that some iive or six hundred more prisoners had been sent to General Fsoter. 

U. S. GRANT, LieuUnant Utmtrsl. 



[Teleg^ram. — Receiyed in cipher? a. m., Aug^t 26.1 

Crry Point, Va., 7.30 p. ul, 

August 25, 1864. 
Major General H. W. Halleck, Chief of Staff: 

I see by the Richmond Examiner of to-day that General Canby is abont exchanging tbe 
prisoners captured at Fort Gaines. I hope General Canby will be instructed to maKeM 
more excbaugcs. It is giving the enemy re-enforcements at a time when they areof immedistt 
importance to him. 

U. S. GRANT, Lieutenant GenersL 



Steamer New York, Fijio of Truce, 

Varina, Va., August 22, 186i 

Sir : Having been informed that Major Nathan GofT, a federal ofiicer, is held by the coo- 
federate authorities in close confinement, said to be in retaliation for a prisoner similarij lield 
by the United States authorities, in the person of Major Thomas D. Armsly, Confederate 
States army. I now propose the release and delivery to their respective goyemments of tsA 
of the abovc-nnmed parties, and in ease you accept this proposition, will deliver to yoo, ia 
my next trip, Mujor Armsly. Will you do it ? 
I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

JOHN E. MTJLFORD. 
Major and Assistant Agent for ExdmMg^ 
Hon. R. OULD, 

Agent for Exchange, Richmond, Va, 

( The following indorsement on the prteeding Utter,) 

August 22, 1864. 

I accept this proposition. I would further suggest that all difiicnlties connected with tl* 
detention of ofiic(*rs and men, on both sides, in close confinement or irons, can be satisfadoiflT 
adjusted on the ba^is herein indicated. Let all prisoner of war on each side be released from 
confinement (<>lo8e) or irons, as the case may be, and either placed in the condition of other 
prisoners, or sent to their respective homes for their equivalents. 

R. OULD, Agent for Exdumit^ 

True copy : 

JOHN E. MULFORD, 
Major and Assistant Agent for ExdisMge* 
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Washington City, D. C, 

Septemher 3, 1864. 
$IR : The proposition of Colonel Onid of the 23d ultimo, indorsed upon a communication 
01 yoorselt, transmitted to this office in the following words, to wit, that **all prisoners of 
r, on each side, he released from confinement -(close) or irons as the case may he, and 
ler placed in the condition of other prisoners, or sent to their respective homes for their 
liyalents," has been submitted this morning to the Secretary of War, who directs that it 
accepted. 

)rder8 have been sent to Colonel Hoffman, Commissaiy General of Prisoners, to ^ve im- 
diaie effect on our part to this accepted proposition, and you are requested so to advise Colonel 
.1^, in order that no time may be lost in carrying the proposition into effect on his part. 
«re has been some delay here in order to make the necessary inquiries to ascertain the individ- 
[fl to he affected by the'proposition, and I learn of but three pruoners on our side in theoondi- 
Q presumed by the proposition, to wit: Daniel Davis, a lieutenant under sentence of a mili- 
T court ; Frank Battles, a captain under special instructions from the Commissary General 
PHsoners ; and William McBlair, temporarily confined for an attempt to elude a hospital 
ird. You can famish Colonel Ould with this statement as an answer to his inquiry on the 
iject. 

^''e shall expect, of coarse, to be informed within reasonable time of the full completion of 
i business on the part of Colonel Quid, and that all prisoners of war held in close coufine- 
at or in irons, in the south, are placed in the eomdition of other prisoners. 
take this occasion to remark that Colonel Oald appears to have been under a misappre- 
ision with regard to the number of prisoners of war held in close confinement on this side, 
irell as the reasons governing particular cases. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. A. HITCHCOCK, 
Major Oen. Vols,, ComW for Exchange of PrUonen. 
fajor John £. Mulford. 



Confederate States of America, War Departbient, 

Richmond, Fa., September 12, 1864. 

^m : Tour communication of the 10th instant, accepting a proposition made by me some 
le ago, that** all prisoners of war on each side be released from confinement (close) or 
as, as the case may be, and either placed in the condition of other prisoners or sent to their 
pective homes for their equivalents," has been received. You d3 not state whether these 
rties are to be mutually surrendered, or to be held as prisoners of war. I would prefer that 
rj shall all be delivered, the party having the excess to receive proper equivalents. Please 
orm me what is the understanding in this respect. 

Ton are very much mistaken in supposing that there are only three persons held by the 
kfal anthorities in close confinement or irons. Besides those named by you, there are 
torn P. Sims, W. P. Burgess, John Marrs, and Thomas M. Campbell, at Johnson's island, 
id Captain Gordon at Fort Delaware. I was also notified that on the 18th of July last, 
« commanding officer at Fort Delaware had been ordered by the Secretary of War to 
iace Captain James P. Brown, company K, Tennessee cavalry, 1st Lieutenant B. I. Brail- 
»rd, company £, 1st Texas, 1st Lieutenant R. H. C. Bailey, company A, Foster's cavalry, 
Dd Ut Lieutenant A. W. Dogier, company F, 6th South Carolina cavalry, in close confine- 
Mnt (in cells.) I am quite confident, also, that there is a number of our officers and soldiers 
Inclose confinement in irons or at hard labor at Alton. I think some will also be found at 
)t.Loiiis and in other prisons east and west. 

Sinoe the receipt of your dbmmunication, 1 have received one from General Butler in relation 
the same subject-matter. He proposes to except from the operation of the agreement those 
>nder charges or regularly convicted, before some competent tribunal, of offences known to 
muicipal laws, the laws of nations or of war. This offer 1 cannot accept. Have you one 
ODfederate soldier in close confinement or in irons, who is not under charges or has not been 
Bfnlarly convicted 7 Is there any probability that we will ever agree as to the true inter- 
fMation of the laws of nations or of war ? We have not yet, and never will. I have no objec« 
ion to the proposition as far as it relates to municipal laws, for the confederate government 
ii always held that soldiers are responsible to the proper authorities for crimes committed 
J them either before or after capture. 

I smcerely hope that in this matter we will have no misunderstanding. It is my desire 
UU all on both sides who are in close confinement or in irons, shall be immediately released 
id put in the condition of other prisoners of war. I make no exception save when the 
leer or soldier has offended against municipal laws. I will thank you to communicate the 
tipofition contained in this letter to General Hitchcock, and let me know at an early date 
hether it is accepted by your government. 
Beepectiully, your obedient servant, 

BO. OULD, Agent of Exchange. 

Major John £. Mulford, 

Assistant Agent of Exchange. 
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Note. — ^The difficulties implied or stated in this letter were all remored bj OTder of thi 
8ecretarj of War in a general authority, which was afterwards carried out by specific orden 
from Lieutenant General Grant, the object bdng, at oTery possible sacrifice, to reliere » 

many Union prisoners as could be reached by the measure. 

E. A. HITCHCOCK, 
Major Otm. Felt,, CamW of Exekmugt, 



War Department, WankimgUm City, October 4, 1864. 

By direction of the President a correspondence between the Secretary of the Navy kad 
Mr. MalloiT, in relation to the exchange of navsl prisoners, has been referred to you, with 
authority, m your discretion, to arrest or consummate the exchange under the supermion of 
General Butler, and in accordance with the principles maintained by him in his correspond- 
ence with Mr. Quid. The correspondence, with a letter of instructions to you from the Pre- 
sident, will be forwarded by special messenger. 

EDWm M STANTON, SeereUry of War. 

Lieutenant General Grant. 

A true copy : A. £. H. JOHNSON. 



Executive Mansion, Washington, Ooober &, 1864. 

I enclose you a copy of a correspondence in regard to a contemplated exchange of nsTil 
prisoners through your lines, and not very distant from your headouarters. It only came to 
the knowledge of the War Department and myself yesterday, and it gives us some uneasi- 
ness ; I therefore send it to you with the statement, that as the numbers to be exchanged under 
it are small, and so much has already been done to effect the exchange, I hope you may find 
it consistent to let it go forward under the general supervision of General Butler, and par- 
ticularlv in reference to the points he holds vital in exchanges ; still you are at liberty to 
arrest the whole operation if m your judgment the public good requires it. 

Yours, truly, 

A. LINCOLN. 

Lieutenant General Grant. 



Headquarters United States Armies, 

Washington, D, C, January 21, 186S. 

Sir : I have authorized Colonel Mulford, agent of exchange, to renew negotiations for tbe 
exchange of all prisoners now held bv either partv. The fint interview between our agent 
and Colonel Onld, rebel agent, has already been bad. No doubt but what an arrangemeot 
will be entered into. Indeed, on the strength of that interview, an exceedingly limited ooe 
is now going on near Richmond. 

Yours, truly, 

U. S. GRANT, Liemt. Gtnenl. 

We are sending supplies to our prisoners at least weekly. They are received by officers 
of our own selection, released federal prisoners, who distnbute them as directed. 

U. 8. 6. 
Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War. 



War Department, Octobsr 15, 1864. 

General: A communication signed Robert Ould, a|^nt of exchange, dated October 7, 
instant, mailed at Fortress Monroe, and addressed to me, is herewith referred to you, togetlt^ 
with a paper that accompanied it, bearing the same signature, dated October 6, and addnM^ 
to Major John £. Mulford, assistant agent of exchange. You are authorised and instructed 
to take such action in reference to such papers, and the subiect*matter to which they retatef 
as yoa may deem best adapted to the relief of our soldiers held as prisoners by the rebeli* 
You are also authorized to take any steps that you may deem proper to effect the release so^ 
exchange of our soldiers, and all loyal persons, held as prisoners by the rebel authoritiei. 

It is the desire of the President that no efforts, consistent with national saiety and honor, 
be spared to effect the prompt release of all soldiers and loyal persons in captivity to tb0 
rebels as prisoners of war, or on any other grounds ; and the subject is committed to yoOt 
with full authority to act in the premises as you shall deem right and proper. 
By order of the President : 

EDWIN M. STANTON, Sseretary of Wsr. 

Lieutenant General Grant. 
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Confederate States of America, War Department, 

Riehmondf Virginia^ October 7, 1864. 

)IR : On the 6th iDstant I addressed the accompanying letter to Major Jno. E. Mulford, 
istant agent of exchange. I think it proper to noti^ you that I have done so, in order 
i yoa maj be made acquainted at an early date with the views of the confederate au- 
•rities in relation to the matters to which that communication refers. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

RO. OULD, Agent of Exchange. 
flon. Edwin M. Stanton, Secretary of War. 

October 15, 1864. 

Eteferrod to Lieutenant General Grant, with authority to act upon the subject in such man- 
r as he may deem proper, and with authority to take such measures as he deems consistent 
kh national honor and safety for the release of all soldiers and loyal persons held by the 
•els in captivity. 

EDWIN M. STANTON, 

Secretary of Wat. 



Confederate States of America, War Department, 

Richmond, Virginia, October 6, 1864. 

lUi : As it appears to be more than probable that a large number of prisoners will be held 
»ptivity by both belligerents during the coming winter, the cause ot humanity to which, 
Qgfa foes, we all owe a common allegiance, demands that some measures should be 
ypted for the relief of such as are held by either party. To that end, I propose that each 
remment shall have the privilege of forwarding for the use and comfort of such of its 
ioners as are held by the other necessary articles of food and clothing. The manner of 
ii distribution, with all proper safeguards, can be agreed upon in the uture. A fair reci- 
teitj is only asked. The articles that can be mutually sent can also be made the subject 
agreement I propose that each may send necessary clothing and blankets, and rations 
meat, bread, coffee, sugar, tobacco, pickles, and vine^. I would suggest that the re- 
pt of the stores and their distribution among the pnsoners for whom tney are intended 
j^ht be authenticated by the certificate of the senior officer at the respective camps or de- 
s. In order to carry out this arrangement with effectiveness, it would be necessary that 
■hoald make purchases outside the limits of the Confederate States, and then to ship 
!m to one of your ports. It would be impracticable to send the stores by your flag-of-truce 
Us. Of course the supplies referred to in this commimication are to be considered as being 
addition to such rations as are furnished by the government which has the prisoners in 
itody. Neither belligerent is to be discharged from the obligation of feeding and clothing 
Uprisoners in Us charge. 

Illis is a matter of such grave importance that I sincerely trust an early and favorable 
(ponse will be made. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

RO. OULD, Agent of Exchange. 
Major John E. Mulford, 

Assistant Agent of Exchange. 



City Point, Va., January 13, 1865. 

CoLOXEL : The letter of Judge R. Ould, agent of exchange. Confederate States, of date 
'Richmond, September 12, 1864," in answer to vours of the lOth of the same month, accept- 
Dg Uie propositions made by him under date of August 22, 1864, that ** all prisoners of war 

esch side be released from confinement, close or irons, as the case may be, and either 
*lseed in the condition of other prisoners of war or sent to their respective homes for equiva- 
Nit," has been duly referred to me for my consideration and action, and I am of the opinion 
^ the proposition as made by Judge Ould, and accepted by the government through you, 

1 JQst and equally fair and beneficial to both sides. You will, therefore, commuuicate to 
Qoce Ould, without delay, that our government stands by its acceptance of his proposition 
(Rmtofore referred to, without exceptiug from its operations any of the cases proposed by 
ieoera] Butler and referred to in his (Judge Ould*s) letter of September 12, that the parties 
ir whose release said agreement was made shall all be mutually delivered, the party having 
le excess to receive proper equivalents, and that you are authorized to carry the agreement 
ito immediate effect on our side. 

Very respectfully, 

U. S. GRANT, Lieutenant General. 
Colonel John E. Mulford, 

Assistant Agent of Exchange. 
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[Tele^am.— Beceived 13.20 p. m., 15th.] 

City Point, Va., Januarff 15, 1865. 
Major General N. W. Halleck, Chief of Staff: 

Under the arrangement for the release and exchange of prisoners of war set forth in the 
letter of which the following is a copy, Jndge Onld has notified Colonel Mulfbrd, assistant 
agent of exchange, that orders have eone out for the release of all prisoners coming within 
said agreement held by their side. You will therefore please direct all prisoners that come 
within said agreement, held by us, to be released and sent to Fort Monroe, there to be de- 
tained subject to the orders of Colonel Mulford. 

U. S. GRANT, Lieutenant General, 



[Telegram. — ReceiTed 6.10 p. m., January 16.] 

City Point, Va., January 16, 1865. 
Major General H. W. Halleck, Chief of Staff: 

My order to send prisoners to Fort Monroe does not include the five hundred sent to Morris 
island. 

U. S. GRANT, Lieutenant General, 



War Department, 
Waakington Citf, Janiuiry 21, 1865. 

Sir : In answer to the resolution of the House of RepresentatiTes of the 21st December, 
calling for the correspondence in reference to the exchange of prisoners, I have the honor to 
submit herewith the report of the Adjutant General, together with such communications upon 
the subject as have not heretofore been published. 

The correspondence of Major General Butler details the action in re^rd to the exchange of 
prisoners unoer the authority conferred upon him by the order of the War Department. 

On the 15th October the subject of exchanges was placed under the direction of Lieutenant 
General Grant, with full authority to take any steps he might deem proper to effect the release 
and exchange of our soldiers ana of loyal persons held as prisoners by the rebel authorities. 
He was instructed that it was the desire of the President that no efforts, consistent with ns- 
tional safety and honor, should be spared to effect the prompt release of all soldiers and loyal 
persons in captivitv to the rebels as prisoners of war, or on any other grounds, and the sub- 
ject was committed to him with full authority to act in the premises as he should deem ri?ht 
and proper. Under this authority, the subject of exchanges has from that time continued in 
his cnarge, and such efforts have been made as he deemed proper to obtain the release of car 
prisoners. 

An arrangement was made for the supply of our prisoners — the articles to be distributed 
under the direction of our own officers, paroled for that purpose ; and the corresponding priT* 
Uege was extended to the rebel authorities. In order to afford ever^ facility for relief, sp«dal 
exchanges have been offered, whenever desired, on behalf of our prisoners. Such exchanges 
have in a few instances been permitted by the rebel authorities, but in many others they hare 
been denied. 

A laree number of exchanges, including all the sick, has been effected within a recent pe- 
riod. The Connnissary General of Prisoners has been directed to make a detailed report of all 
the exchanges that have been accomplished since the general exchange ceased. It will te 
furnished to the House of Representatives as soon as completed. 

The last communication or General Grant gives reason to believe that a full and complete 
exchange of all prisoners will speedily be made. It also appears from his statement that 
weekly supplies are furnished to our prisoners and distributed by officers of our own selec- 
tion. His letter is subjoined, as follows : 

'* Headquarters Armies op the United States, 

** Washington^ D, C, January 21, 1865. 

** Sir: I have authorized Colonel Mulford, ag^nt of exchange, to renew negotiations for 
the exchange of all prisoners now held by either partv. The first interview between our agent 
and Colonel Ould, rebel agent, has already been had. No doubt but that an arrangement 
will be entered into. Indeed, on the strength of that interview, an exchange — limited one- 
is now going on near Richmond. 
** Yours truly, 

**U. S. GRANT, Leutemant General. 
'Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secrttary of War, 
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" P. S. — ^We are sending snpplies to our prisoners at least weekly. They are received by 
ofiScers of our own selection, (released federal prisoners,) who distribute them as directed. 

"U. S. G." 

Supplies furnished by friends of prisoners are also forwarded for distribution in the same 
manner. The nature of the supplies authorized to be furnished by individuals is specified in 
the annexed order of the department. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

EDWm M. STANTON, Secretary of War. 
Hon. Schuyler Colfax, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives, 



[Received 12.25 a. m., 6th February, in cipher.] 

CtTY Point, Va., Fdnruary 5, 1865—11.30 p. m. 

Will you please say to the President that Lieutenant Markleit has been released from prison 
uid is now on his way north. 

Arrangements for exchange of all prisoners are now complete and exchanges will go on 
rapidly. All but two of those who were in close confinement in Richmond are now on the 
iteamer New York. 

I am also in receipt of communication from General Hayes, acknowledging receipt of sup- 
plies of clothing for our prisoners, and the completion of arrangements for transportation and 
aistribution. 

U. S. GRANT, Lieutenant General, 

Hon. £. M. Stanton, Secretary of War, 

Note. — This has the appearance of being a special case, but it was a trial ease, persevered 
in with the view of securing thereleaseof ailof the same class, and which was accomplished. 

E. A. HITCHCOCK. 
Major Oen, qf Vols,,, ComW of Exchange, 



[Telegram. — ^Received in cipher, 2 p. m., 16th.] 

City Point, Va., February 16, 1865—12 m. 
If ajor General H. W. Hallbck, Chief of Staff: 

Our prisoners will probably be delivered to us as fast as they possibly can be got through 
irithout reference to the numbers received from us. To expedite their delivery I have au- 
horixed those west of the Mississippi to be delivered to any point on the river, those in the 
iouthwest at Mobile, and those in North Carolina at Wilmington or Richmond. Their equiv- 
fclents will he delivered on the James river. 

Please notify Canby and Schofield of this and direct them to receive all prisoners delivered 
o them. General Canby had better send all that are delivered on the Mississippi to Benton 
tmrracks to be paid and furloughed. Those received at Mobile can be sent either there or to 
ionapolis, according to the direction transports may be taking at the time of their delivery, 
^oneld of course will send all he receives toA nnapolis. 

U. S. GRANT, LieuUnant General, 



[Telegram.] 

War Department, 
Washington CUy, AprU 9, 1865. 
lieutenant General Grant : 

Some thousands of our prisoners in the hands of the rebels are still undelivered. Can any 
arrangement be made to hasten their release ? 

EDWm M. STANTON, Secretary of War, 
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Report of Lieutenant General U. S, Grant. 

Headquabtbrs Armies of thb Unitbd States, 

Washington, D. C, July 22, 1865. 

SiE : I have the honor to submit the following report of the operations of the 
armies of the United States from the date of my appointment to command the 
same: 

From an early period in the rebellion I had been impressed with the idea 
that active and continuous operations of all the troops that could be brought into 
the field, regardless of season and weather, were necessary to a speedy termina- 
tion of the war. The resources of the enemy and his numerical strength were 
far inferior to ours ; but as an offset to this, we had a vast territory with a 
population hostile to the government, to garrison, and long lines of river and rail- 
road communications to protect, to enable us to supply the operating armies. 

The armies in the east and west acted independently and without concert, 
like a balky team, no two ever pulling together, enabling the enemy to use to 
great advantage his interior lines of communication for transporting troops 
from east to west, re-enforcing the army most vigorously pressed, and to turlongh 
large numbers, during seasons of inactivity on our part, to go to their homes and 
do the work of producing for the support of their armies. It was a question 
whether our numerical strength and resources were not more than balanced by 
these disadvantages and the enemy's superior position. 

From the first, I was firm in the conviction that no peace could be had that 
would be stable and conducive to the happiness of the people, both north and 
south, until the military power of the rebellion was entirely broken. 

I therefore determined, first, to use the greatest number of troops practicable 
against the armed force of the enemy ; preventing him from using the same 
force at different seasons against first one and then another of our armies, and 
the possibility of repose for refitting and producing necessary supplies for carry- 
ing on resistance. Second, to hammer continuously against the armed force of 
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the enemj and his resources, nntil by mere attrition, if in no other way, there 
should be nothing left to him but an equal submission with the loyal section of 
our common country to the Constitution and laws of the land. 

These views have been kept constantly in mind, and orders given and cam- 
paigns made to carry them out. Whether they might have been better in con- 
ception and execution is for the people, who mourn the loss of friends fallen, 
and who have to pay the pecuniary cost, to say. All I can say is, that what I 
have done has been done conscientiously, to the best of my ability, and in what 
I conceived to be for the best interests of the whole country. 

At the date when this report begins the situation of the contending forces 
was about as follows : The Mississippi river was strongly garrisoned by federal 
troops from St. Louis, Missouri, to its mouth. The line of the Arkansas was 
also held, thus giving us armed possession of all west of the Missinsippi, north 
of that stream. A few points in southern Louisiana, not remote from the river, 
were held by us, together with a small garrison at and near the mouth of the 
Rio Grande. All the balance of the vast territory of Arkansas, Louisiana, and 
Texas was in the almost undisputed possession of the enemy, with an army of 
probably not less than 80,000 effective men that could have been brought into 
the field had there been sufficient opposition to have brought them out. The 
iet-^Uane policy had demoralized this force so that probably but little more than 
one-half of it was ever present in garrison at any one time. But the one- 
balf, or 40,000 men, with the bands of guerillas scattered through Missouri, 
Arkansas, and along the Mississippi river, and the disloyal character of much 
of the population, compelled the use of a large number of troops to keep 
navigation open on the river, and to protect the loyal people to the west of it. 
To the east of the Mississippi we held substantially with the line of the Ten- 
nessee and Holston rivers, running eastward to include nearly all of the State of 
Tf^nness^w. South of Chattanooga a small foothold had been obtained in Geor- 
gia, sufficient to protect East Tennessee from incursions from the enemy's force 
at Dalton, Georgia. West Virginia was substantially within our lines. Vir- 
ginia, with the exception of the northern border, the Potomac river, a small area 
about the mouth of James river covered by the troops at Norfolk and Fort 
Monroe, and the territory covered by the army of the Potomac lying along the 
Rapidan, was in the possession of the enemy. Along the sea-coast footholds had 
been obtained at Plymouth, Washington, and Newbem, in North Carolina ; 
Beaufort, Folly and Morris islands, Hilton Head, Fort Pulaski, and Port Royal, 
in South Carolina ; Fernandina and St. Augustine, in Florida. Key West and 
Pensacola were also in our possession, while all the important ports were block- 
aded by the navy. The accompanying map, a copy of which was sent to General 
Sherman and other commanders in March, 1864, shows by red lines the territory 
occupied by us at the beginning of the rebellion and at the opening of the cam- 
paign of 1864, while those in blue are the lines which it was proposed to occupy. 

Behind the Union lines there were many bands of guerillas and a large pop- 
ulation dialoyal to the government, making it necessary to guard every foot of 
road or river used in supplying our armies. In the south a reign of military 
despotism prevailed, which made every man and boy capable of bearing arms a 
soldier, and those who could not bear arms in the field acted as provosts for col- 
lecting deserters and returning them. This enabled the enemy to bring almost 
his entire strength into the field. 

The enemy had concentrated the bulk of his forces east of the Mississippi 
into two armies, commanded by Generals R. E. l>e and J. E. Johnston, his 
ablest and best generals. The army commanded by Lee occupied the south 
hank of the Rapidan, extending from Mine Run westward, strongly intrenched, 
covering and defending Richmond, the rebel capital, against the army of the 
Potomac. The army under Johnston occupied a strongly intrenched position 
at Dallon, Georgia, covering and defending Atlanta, Georgia, a place of great 
importance aa a railroad centre, against the armies under Major General W« T« 
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Sherman. In addition to these armies, he had a large eavahy force under For- 
rest, in northeast Mississippi ; a considerable force, of all arms, in the Shenandoah 
valley, and in the western part of Virginia and extreme eastern part of Ten- 
nessee ; and also confronting our sea-coast garrisons» and holding blockaded ports 
where we had no foothold upon land. 

These two armies, and the cities covered and defended bj them« were the 
main objective points of the campaign. 

Major General W. T. Sherman, who was appointed to the command of the 
military division of the Mississippi, embracing all the armies and terrifeorj east 
of the Mississippi river to the Alleghanies, and the department of Arkansas, 
west of the Mississippi, had the immediate command of the armies operating 
against Johnston. 

Major General George G. Meade had the immediate command of the armj 
of the Potomac, from where I exercised general supervision of the movements 
of all our armies. 

General Sherman was instructed to move gainst Johnston's army, to break 
it up, and to go into the interior of the enemy's country as far as he could, in- 
dicting all the damage he could upon their war resources. If the enemv in his 
firont showed signs of joining Lee, to follow him up to the full extent of his ability, 
while I would prevent the concentration of Lee upon him if it was in the power 
of the army of the Potomac to do so. More specific written instructions were not 
given, for the reason that I had talked over with him the plans of the campaign, 
and was satisfied that he understood them and would execute them to the fullest 
extent possible. 

Major General N. P. Banks, then on an expedition up Red river against 
Shreveport, Louisiana, (which had been organized previous to my appointment 
to command,) was notified by me on the 15th of March of the importance it was 
that Shreveport should be taken at the earliest possible day, and that if he found 
that the taking of it would occupy from ten to fifteen days' more time than Gen- 
eral Sherman had given his troops to be absent from their command, be would 
send them back at the time specified by General Sherman, even if it led to the 
abandonment of the main object of the Red river expedition, for this force was 
necessary to movements east of the Mississippi ; that should his expedition prove 
successful, he would hold Shreveport and the Red river with such force as he 
might deem necessary, and return the balance of his troops to the neighborhood 
of New Orleans, commencing no move for the further acquisition of territory 
unless it was to make that then held by him more easily held ; that it might be 
a part of the spring campaign to move against Mobile ; that it certainly would 
be if troops enough could be obtained to make it without embarrassing other 
movements ; that New Orleans would be the point of departure for such an ex- 
pedition ; also, that I had directed General Steele to make a real move from 
Arkansas, as suggested by him, (General Banks,) instead of a demonstratioD, 
as Steele thought advisable. 

On the 21st of March, in addition to the foregoing notification and directions, 
he was instructed as follows : 

'* Ist. If Ruccessful in your expedition against Shreveport, that you turn over the defenee 
of the Red river to General Steele and the navy. 

** 2d. That you abandon Texas entirely with the exception of your hold upon the Rio Grande. 
This can be held with four thousand men, if thepr will turn their attention immediately to for- 
tifying their positions. At least one-half of the force required for this service might be taken 
from tQo colored troops. 

** 3d. By properly fortifying on the Mississippi river, the force to (piard it from Port Hud- 
son to New Orleans can be reduced to ten thousand men, if not to a less number. Six Uum- 
sand more would then hold all the rest of the territory necessary to hold until active opera- 
tions c«n be resumed west of the river. According to your last return this would give 
you a force of over thirty thousand effective men with which to move against Mobile. To 
this I expect to add five thousand men from Missouri. If, however, you think the foroe heie 
stated too small to hold the territory regarded as necessary to hold possession o^ I wonldsaj, 
concentrate at least twenty-five thousand men of your present command for operations againil 
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Ifobile. With these and sach additions as I can give jon from elsewhere, lose no time in 
Doaking a demonstration, to be followed by an attack upon Mobile. Two or more iron-clads 
prill be ordered to report to Admiral Farragnt. This gives him a strong naval fleet with which 
to co-operate. You can make yonr own arrangements with the Admiral for his co-operation, 
ind select your own line of approach. My own idea of the matter is that Pascagoula should 
i>e your base, but, from your long service in theQulf department, you will know best about 
Jm matter. It is intended that your movements shall be co-operative with movements el^e- 
vrbere, «*na you cannot now start too soon. All I would now add is, that you commence the 
eonoei^uration of your forces at once. Preserve a profound secresy of what you intend doing, 
uid start at the earliest possible moment. U. S. GRANT, LieiUenant QeneroL. 

** Major General N. P. Banks." 

Major General Meade was instmcted that Lee's army would be his objective 
point ; that wherever Lee went he would go also. For his movement two plans 
presented themselves : One to cross the Rapidan below Lee, moving bv his 
right flank ; the other above, moving bj his left. Each presented advau- 
Uges over the other, with corresponding objections. Bj crossing above, Lee 
would be cut ofif from all chance of ignoring Richmond or going north on a raid. 
Bat if we took this route all we did would have to be done whilst the rations 
we started with held out ; besides, it separated us from Butler, so that he could 
act be directed how to co-operate. If we took the other route, Brandy Station 
could be used as a base of supplies until another was secured on the York or 
James rivers. Of these, however, it was decided to take the lower route. 

The following letter of instruction was addressed to Major General B. F. Butler : 

"Fort Monroe, Va., April 2, 1864 

"General: In the spring campaign, which it is desirable shall commence at as earlj a 
day as practicable, it is proposed to have co-operative action of all the armies in the field, aa 
far as this object can be accomplished. 

**It will not be possible to unite our armies into two or three large ones to act as so many 
imita, owing to the absolute necessity of holding on to the territory already taken from the 
enemy. But, generally speaking, concentration can be practically effected by armies moving 
to the interior of the enemy's country from the territory tney have to guard. By such move- 
ment they interpose themselves between the enemy and the country to be guarded, thereby 
redncine the number necessary to guard important points, or at least occupy the attention of 
a part (h the enemy's force, if no greater object is gained. Lee's army ana Richmond being 
the greater objscts towards which our attention must be directed in the next campaign, it is 
desirable to unite all the force we can against them. The necessity of covering Washington 
with the army of the Potomac, and of covering your department with your army, makes it 
impossible to unit« these forces at the beginnmg of any move. I propose, therefore, what 
comes nearest this of anything that seems practicable: The army of the Potomac will act 
from its present base, Lee's army being the objective point. You will collect all the forces 
from your command that can be spared trom garrison duty — I should say not less than twenty 
thousand effective men — to operate on the south side of James river, Kichmoud being your 
objective point. To the force you already have will be added about ten thousand men from 
8(mth Carolina, under Major General Gillmore, who wiU command them in person. Major 
General W. F. Smith is ordered to report to you, to command the troops sent into the field 
from your own department. 

** General Gillmore will be ordered to report to you at Fortress Monroe, with all the troops 
on transjjorts, by the 18th instant, or as soon thereafter as practicable. Should you not re- 
ceive notice by that time to move, you will make such disposition of them aud your other 
forces as you may deem best calculated to deceive the enemy as to the real move to be made. 

"When you are notified to move, take City Point with as much force as possible. Fortify, 
or rather intrench, at once, and concentrate all your troops for the field there as rapidly as 
yon can. From City Point directions canuot be given at this time for your further movements. 

** The fact that has already been stated— 'that is, that Richmond is to be your objective point 
and that there is to be co-operation between your force and the army of the Potouiac — must 
be your guide. This indicates the necessity of your holding close to the south bank of the 
James river as you advance. Then,, should the enemy be forced into his iutrenchments in 
Eiehmond, the army of the Potomac would follow, and by means of transports the two 
armies would become a unit. 

** All the minor details of your advance are left entirely to your direction. If, however 
yon think it practicable to use your cavalry south of you so as to cut the railroad about Hick's 
ford about the time of the general advance, it would be of immense advantage. 

** Yon will please forward for my information, at the earliest practicable day, all orders de> 
tails and instructions you may give for the execution of this oraer. 

**U. S. GRAJSrr, LietUenant OenenL 

'Kajor General B. F. BUTLER.*' 
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On the l€th, these instractioiis were substantiallj reiterated. On the 19tb, in 
order to secure full co-operation between his army and that of General Meade, 
he was informed that I expected him to move from Fort Monroe the same day 
that Oeneral Meade moved from Gnlpeper. The exact time I was to tele- 
graph him as soon as it was fixed, and that it would not be earlier than the 27th 
of April; that it was mj intention to fight Lee between Culpeper and Rich- 
mond if he would stand. Should he, however, fall back into Richmond, I 
would follow up and make a junction with his (Oeneral Butler's) army on the 
James river; that, could I be certain he would be able to invest Richmond on 
the south side so as to have his left resting on the James, above the city, I 
would form the junction there; that circumstances might make this course 
advisable anyhow ; that he should use every exertion to secure footing as far 
up the south side of the river as he could, and as soon as possible siter the 
receipt of orders to move ; that if he could not carry the city, he should at least 
detain as large a force as possible. 

In co-operation with the main movements against Lee and Johnston, I was 
desirous of using all other troops necessarily kept in departments remote from 
the fields of immediate operations, and also those kept in the background for 
the protection of our extended lines between the loyal States and the armies 
operating against them. 

A very considerable force under command of M^or Greneral Sigel was so 
held for the protection of West Virginia, and the mntiers of Maryland and 
Pennsylvania. Whilst these troops could not be withdrawn to distant fields 
without exposing the north to invasion by comparatively small bodies of the 
enemy, they could act directly to their front and give better protection than if 
lying idle in garrison. By such movement they would either compel the enemy 
to detach largely for the protection of his supplies and lines of communication, 
or he would lose them. 

General Sigel was therefore directed to organize all his available force into 
two expeditions, to move from Beverly and Charleston, under command of Gen* 
erals Ord and Crook, against the East Tennessee and Virginia railroad. Sub- 
sequently, General Ord having been relieved at his own request, General Sigd 
was instructed, at his own suggestion, to give up the expedition by Beverly 
and to form two columns, one under General Crook, on the Kanawha, number- 
ing about ten thousand men, and one ou the Shenandoah, numbering about 
seven thousand men. The one on the Shenandoah to assemble between Cum- 
berland and the Shenandoah, and the infantry and artillery advanced to Cedar 
creek with such cavalry as could be made available at the moment, to threaten 
the enemy in the Shenandoah valley, and advance as far as possible; while 
General Crook would take possession of Lewisburg with part of his force and 
move down the Tennessee railroad, doing as much damage as he could, destroy- 
ing the New river bridge and the salt-works at Saltville, Va. 

Owing to the weather and bad condition of the roads, operations were de- 
layed until the Ist of May, when, everything being in readiness and the roads 
favorable, orders were given for a general movement of all the armies not later 
than the 4th of May. 

My first object being to break the military power of the rebellion and capture 
the enemy's important strongholds, made me desirous that Greneral Butler should 
succeed in his movement against Richmond, as that would tend more than any- 
thing else, unless it were the capture of Lee's army, to accomplish this desired 
result in the east. If he failed, it was my determination, by hard fighting, 
either to compel Lee to retreat or to so cripple him that he could not detach a 
large force to go north and still retain enough for the defence of Richmond. It 
was well understood, by both Generals Butler and Meade, before starting on 
the campaign, that it was my intention to put both their aimiea south of the 
James river, in case of failure to destroy Lee without it. 
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Before giving General Butler his instructions, I visited him at Fort Monroe, 
and in conversation pointed out the apparent importance of getting possession 
of Petarsburg and destroying railroad communication as far south as possible. 
Believing, however, in the practicability of capturing Richmond unless it was 
re-enforced, I made that the objective point of his operations. As the army of 
the Potomac was to move simultaneously with him, Lee could not detach firom 
hi^ army with safety, and the enemy did not have troops elsewhere to bnng to 
the defence of the city in time to meet a rapid movement from the north of 
James river. 

I may here state that, commanding all the armies as I did, I tried, as far as 
possible, to leave General Meade in independent command of the army of the 
Potomac. My instructions for that army were all through him, and were gen- 
eral in their nature, leaving all the details and the execution to him. The cam- 
paigns that followed proved him to be the right man in the right place. His 
commanding always in the presence of an officer superior to him in rank, has 
drawn from him much of that public attention that his zeal and ability entitle 
him to, and which he would otherwise have received. 

The movement of the army of the Potomac commenced early on the morn- 
ing of the 4th of May, under the immediate direction and orders of Major Gen- 
eral Meade, pm*snant to instructions. Before night the whole army was across 
the Rapidan, (the 5th and 6th corps crossing at Germania ford, and the 2d 
corps at United States ford, the cavalry, under Major General Sheridan, moving 
in advance,) with the greater part of its trains, numbering about 4,000 wagons, 
meeting with but slight opposition. The average distance travelled by the 
troops that day was abont twelve miles. This 1 regarded as a great success, 
and it removed from my mind the most serious apprehensions I had entertained, 
that of crosbing the river in the face of an active, large, well-appointed and 
ably -commanded army, and how so large a train was to be carried through a 
hostile country and protected. Early on the 5th, the advance corps (the 5th, 
Major General G. K. Warren commanding) met and engf^ed the enemy out- 
side his intrenchments near Mine Run. The battle raged furiously all day, the 
whole army beicg brought into the fight as fast as the corps could be got upon 
the field, which, considering the density of the forest and narrowness of the 
roads, was done with commendable promptness. 

General Bumside, with the 9th corp?, was, at the time the army of the Poto- 
mac moved, left with the bulk of his corps at the crossing of the Rappahannock 
river and Alexandria railroad, holding the road back to Bull Run, with instruc- 
tions not to move until he received notice that a crossing of the Rapidan was 
secured, but to move promptly as soon as such notice was received. This 
crossing he was apprised of on the afternoon of the 4th. By six o'clock of the 
morning of the 6th he was leading his corps into action near the Wilderness 
tavern, some of his troops having marched a distance of over thirty miles, 
crossing both the Rappaliannock and Rapidan rivers. Considering that a large 
proportion, probably two-thirds of his command, was composed of new troops, 
unaccustomed to marches and carrying the accoutrements of a soldier, this was 
a remarkable march. 

The battle of the Wilderness was renewed by us at five o'clock on the morn- 
ing of the 6th, and continued with unabated fury until darkness set in, each 
army holding substantially the same position that they had on the evening of 
the 5th. After dark the enemy made a feeble attempt to turn our right flank, 
capturing several hundred prisoners and creating considerable confusion. But 
the promptness of General Sedgwick, who was personally present and com- 
manded that part of our line, soon reformed it and restored order. On the 
moniing of the 7th recounoissances showed that the enemy had fallen behind 
his intrenched lines, with pickets to the front, covering a part of the battle-field. 
From this it was evident to my mind that the two days' fighting had satisfied 
liim of his inability to further maintain the contest in the open £eld, tloVw\\!dl- 
70 w 
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Btanding his advantage of position, and that he would wait an attack behind his 
works. I therefore determined to push on and put my whole force between him 
and Richmond ; and orders were at once issued for a movement by bis right 
flank. On the night of the 7th the march was commenced towards Spotts^yl- 
vania Court-House, the 5th corps moving on the most direct road. But the 
enemy having become apprised of our movement, and having the sbort<.T line, 
was enabled to reach there first. On the 8th General Warren met a force of 
the enemy which had been sent out to oppose and delay his advance, to gain 
time to fortify the line taken up at Spottsylvania. This force was steadily 
driven back on the main force, within the recently constructed works, after con- 
siderable fighting, resulting in severe loss to both sides. On the morning of the 
9th General Sheridan started on a raid against the enemy's lines of communica- 
tion witli Richmond. The 9th, 10th, and 11th were spent in manoeuvring and 
fighting, without decisive results. Among the killed on the 9th was that able 
and distinguished soldier Major General John Sedgwick, commanding the 6th 
army corps. Major General H. G. Wright succeeded him in command. Early 
on the morning of the 12th a general attack was made on the enemy in position. 
The 2d corps. Major General Hancock commanding, airried a salient of his line, 
capturing most of Johnston's division of EwelPs corps and twenty pieces of ar- 
tillery. But the resistance was so obstinate that the advantage gained did not 
prove decisive. The 13rh, 14th, 15th, 16th, 17th, and 18th, were consumed in 
manoeuvring and awaiting the arrival of re- enforcements from Washington. 
Deeming it impracticable to make any further attack upon the enemy at Spott- 
sylvania Court-IIouse, orders w<!re issued on the 18th with a view to a movement 
to the North Anna, to commence at 12 o'clock on the night of the 19tb. I^iie 
in the afternoon of the 19th E well's corps came out of its works on our extreme 
right flank ; but the attack was promptly repulsed, with heavy loss. This de- 
layed the movement to the North Anna until the night of the 21st, when it was 
commenced. But the enemy again having the shorter line, and being in pos- 
session pf the main roads, was enabled to reach the North Anna in advance of 
us, and took position behind it. Ihe 5th corps reached the North Anna on the 
afternoon of the 23d, closely followed by the 6th corps. The 2d and 9th corps 
got up about the same time, the 2d holding the railroad bridge and the 9th 
lying between that and Jericho ford. General Warren effected a crossing the 
same afternoon, and got a position without much opposition. Soon after getting 
into position he was violently attacked, but repulsed the enemy with great 
slaughter. On the 25th General Sheridan rejoined the army of the Potomac 
from the raid on which he started from Spottsylvania, having destroyed the 
depots at Beaver Dam and Ashland stations, four trains of cars, large supplies 
of rations, and many miles of railroad track ; recaj)tured about four hundred of 
our men, on their way to Richmond as prisoners of war ; met and defeated tiie 
enemy's cavalry at Yellow Tavern ; carried the first line of works arownd. 
Richmond, (but finding the second line too strong to be carried by assault) re- 
crossed to the north bank of the Chickahominy at Meadow's Bridge, under 
heavy fire, and moved by a detour to Haxall's landing, on the James river. 
where he communicated with General Butler. This raid had the effect of 
drawing off the whole of the enemy's cavalry force, and making it comparatively 
easy to guard our trains. 

General Butler moved his main force up the James river, in pursuance of in- 
structions, uu the 4th of May, General Giilmore having joined him with the 10th 
corps. At the same time he sent a force of 1,800 cavalry, by way of West 
Point, to form a junction with him whtTcver he might get a foothold, and a force 
of 3,000 cavalry, under General Kautz, from Suffolk, to operate against the 
roads south of Petersburg and Richmond. On the 5th he occupied, without 
opposition, both City Point and Bermuda Hundred, his movement being a 
complete surprise. On the 6th he was in position with his main army, and 
commenced intrenching. On the 7 th he made a reconnoiBsance against the 
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Petersburg and Richmond railroad, destroying a portion of it after some fighting. 
On the 9th he telegraphed as follows : 

•* Headquarters near Bermuda Landing, May 9, 1864. 

**Our operations may be summed up in a few words. With 1,700 cavalry we have 
advanced up the Peninsula, forct^d the Cnickahominy, and have safely brought them to our 
present position. These were colored cavalry, and are now holding our auvance pickets 
towards Richmond. 

•* General Kautz with three thousand cavalry from Suffolk, on the same day with our 
movement up James river, forced the Blackwater, burned the railroad bridge at Stony creek, 
below Petersburg, cutting in two Beaiu'egard*s force at that point. 

** We have landed here, intrenched ourselves, destroyed manv miles of railroad, and got 
a position which with proper supplies we can hold out against the whole of Leo's army. I 
have ordered up the supplies. 

'* Beauregard with a largo portion of his force was left south br the cutting of the railroads 
by Kautz. That portion which reached Petersburg under Hill I have whipped to-dav, killing 
and wDunding many and taking many prisoners, after a severe and well-contested light. 

** General Grant will not be troubled with any further re-enforcements to Lee from Beau- 
regard's force. V 

"BENJA^IIN F. BUTLER, 

** Major General. 

"Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War/' 

On the evening of the 13th and morning of the 14th he carried fi. portion of 
the enemy's first line of defences at Drury's Blufi", or Fort Darling, with small 
loss. The time thus consumed from the 6th lost to us the benefit of the sur- 
prise and capture of Richmond and Petersburg, enabling, as it did, Beauregard 
to collect his loose forces in North and South Carolina and bring them to the 
defence of those places. On the 16th the enemy attacked General Butler in 
his position in front of Drury's Bluff. He was forced back, or drew back, into 
his intrenchments between the forks of the James and Appomattox rivers, the 
enemy intrenching strongly in his front, thus covering his railroads, the city, 
and all that was valuable to him. His army, therefore, though in a position of 
great security, was as completely ehut off from further operations directly against 
Kichmond as if it had been in a bottle strongly corked. It required but a com- 
paratively small force of the enemy to hold it there. 

On the 12th freneral Kautz with his cavalry was started on a raid against 
the Danville railroad, which he struck at Coalfield, Powhatan, and Chola 
stations, destroying them, the railroad track, two freight trains, and one loco- 
motive, together with large quantities of commissary and other stores ; thence 
crossing to the South Side road, struck it at Wilson's, Wellsville, and Black 
and White stations, destroying the road and station-houses ; thence he proceeded 
to City Point, which he reached on the ISth. 

On the 19th of April, and prior to the movement of General Butler, the 
enemy, with a land force under General Hoke and an iron-clad ram, attacked 
Plymouth, N. C, commanded by General H. W. Wessels, and our gunboats 
there, and after severe fighting the place was carried by assault and the entire 
garrison and armament captured. The gunboat Smithfield was sunk and the 
Miami disabled. 

The army sent to operate against Richmond having hermetically sealed itself 
up at Bermuda Hundred, the enemy was enabled to bring the most if not all 
the re-enforcements brought from the south by Beauregard against the army of 
the Potomac. In addition to this re-enforcement, a very considerable one, 
probably not less than 15,000 men, was obtained by calling in the scattered 
troops under Breckinridge from the western part of Virginia. 

The position at Bermuda Hundred was as easy to defend as it was difficult 
to operate from against the enemy. I determined, therefore, to bring from it all 
available forces, leaving enough only to secure what had been gained, and ac- 
cordingly, on the 22d, I directed that they be sent forward, under command of 
Major General W. F. Smith, to join the army of the Potomac. 

On the 24th of May the 9th army corps, commanded by ^lajor General A. E. 
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Burnside, was aesigned to the army of the Potomac, and from thifl time forward 
constituted a portion of Major General Meade's command. 

Finding the enemy's position on the North Anna stronger than either of his 
previous ones, I withdrew on the night of the 26th to the north bank of the 
North Anna, and moved via Hanovertown to turn the enemy's position by his 
right. 

Generals Torbert's and Merritt's divisions of cavalry, under Sheridan, and 
the 6th corps led the advance ; crossed the Pamunky river at Hanovertown 
after considerable fighting, and on the 28th the two divisions of cavalry had a 
severe but successful engagement with the enemy at Haw's shop. On the 29th 
and 30th we advanced, with heavy skirmishing, to the Hanover Court House aud 
Cold Harbor road, and developed the enemy's position north of tlie Chicka- 
hominy. Late on the evening of the last day the enemy came out and attacked 
our left, but was repulsed with very considerable loss. An attack was imme- 
diately ordered by General Meade along his whole line, which resulted in 
driving the enemy from a part of his intrenched skirmish line. 

On the 31st General Wilson's division of cavalry destroyed the railroad 
bridges over the South Anna river, after defeating the enemy's cavalry. Gen- 
eral Sheridan, on the same day, reached Cold Harbor, and held it until relieved 
by the 6th corps and General Smith's command, which had just arrived, via 
White House, from General Butler's army. 

On the 1st day of June an attack was made at 5 p. m. by the 6th corps and 
the troops under General Smith, the other corps being held in readiness to ad- 
vance on the receipt of orders. This resulted in our carrying and holding the 
enemy's first line of works in front of the right of the 6th corps and in front of 
General Smith. During the attack the enemy made repeated assaults on each 
of the corps not engaged in the main attack, but were repulsed witli heavy loss 
in every instance. That night he made several assaults to regain what he had 
lost in the day, but failed. The 2d was spent in getting troops into position for 
an attack on the 3d. On the 3d of June we again assaulted the enemy's 
works, in the hope of driving him from his position. In this attempt our loss 
was heavy, wliile that of the enemy, I have reason to believe, was comparatively 
light. It was the only general attack made from the Rapidan to the James 
which did not inflict upon the enemy losses to compensate for our own losses. 
I would not be understood as saying that all previous attacks resulted in vic- 
tories to our arms, or accomplished as much as I had hoped from them ; but they 
inflicted upon the enemy severe losses, which tended, in the end, to the complete 
overthrow of the rebellion. 

From the proximity of the enemy to his defences around Richmond, it was 
impossiible by any flank movement to interpose between him and the city. I 
was still in a condition to either move by his left flank and invest Richmond 
from the north side, or continue my move by his right flank to the south side of 
the James. While the former might have been better as a covering for W^ash- 
ington, yet a full survey of all the ground satisfied me that it would be imprac- 
ticable to hold a line north and east of Richmond that would protect the Fred- 
ericksburg railroad — a long, vulnerable line, which would exhaust much of our 
strength to guard, and that would have to be protected to supply the army, and 
would leave open to the enemy all his lines of communication on the south side 
of the James. My idea, from the start, had been to beat Lee's army north of 
Richmond if possible. Then, after destroying his lines of communication north 
of the James river, to transfer the army to the south side and besiege Lee in 
Richmond, or follow him south if he should retreat. After the battle of the 
Wilderness it was evident that the enemy deemed it of the first importance to 
run no risks with the army he then had. He acted purely on the defensive be- 
hind breastworks, or feebly on the offensive immediately in front of them, and 
/rhere, in case of repulse, he could easily retire behind them. Without a greater 
sacrifice of life than I was willing to make, all could not be accomplished that I 
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had designed north of Kichmond. I therefore determined to continue to hold 
Bubstantiallj the ground we then occupied, taking advantage of any favorable 
circumstances that might present themselves, until the cavalry could be sent to 
Charlottesville and Gordons ville, to effectually break up the railroad connexion 
between Richmond and the 8henandoah valley and Lynchburg ; and, when the 
cavalry got well off, to move the army to the south side of the James river, by 
the enemy's right flank, where I felt I could cut off all his sources of supply 
except by the canal. 

On the 7th two divisions of cavalry, under General Sheridan, got off on the 
expedition against the Virginia Central railroad, with instructions to Hunter, 
whom I hoped he would meet near Charlottesville, to join his forces to Sheridan's, 
and after the work laid out for them was thoroughly done, to join the army of 
the Potomac by the route laid down in Sheridan's instructions. 

On the 1 0th of June General Butler sent a force of infantry under General 
Gillmore, and cavalry under General Kautz, to capture Petersburg if possible, 
and destroy the railroad and common bridges across the Appomattox. The cav- 
alry carried the works on the south side, and penetrated well in towards the 
town, but were forced to retire. General Gillmore finding the works which he 
approached very strong, and deeming an assault impracticable, returned to Ber- 
muda Hundred without attempting one. 

Attaching great importance to the possession of Petersburg, I sent back to 
Bermuda Hundred and City Point General Smith's command by water, via the 
White House, to reach there in advance of the army of the Potomac. This 
was for the express purpose of securing Petersburg before the enemy, becoming 
aware of our intention, could re-enforce the place. 

The movement from Cold Harbor commenced after dark on the evening of the 
1 2th ; one division of cavalry, under General Wilson, and the 5th corps crossed 
the Chickahominy at Long Bridge, and moved out to White Oak swamp, to 
cover the crossings of the other corps. The advance corps reached James river, 
at Wilcox's landing and Charles City Court House, on the night of the 13th. 

During three long yeare the armies of the Potomac and northern Virginia had 
been confronting each other. In that time they had fought more desperate bat- 
tles than it probably ever before fell to the lot of two armies to fight, without 
materially changing the vantage-ground of either. The southern press and peo- 
ple, with more shrewdness than was displayed in the north, finding that they 
had failed to capture Washington and march on to New York, as they had boasted 
they would do, assumed that they only defended their capital and southern ter- 
ritory. Hence, Antietam, Gettysburg, and all the other battles that had been 
fought, were by them set down as failures on our part, and victories for them. 
Their army believed this. It produced a morale which could only be overcome 
by desperate and continuous hard fighting. The battles of the Wilderness, 
Spottsylvania, North Anna, and Cold Harbor, bloody and terrible as they were 
on our side, weie even more damaging to the enemy, and so crippled him as to 
make him wary ever after of taking the offensive. His losses in men were probably 
not so great, owing to the fact that we were, save in the Wildernesp, almost in- 
variably the attacking party ; and when he did attack it was in the open field. 
The details of these battles, which for endurance and bravery on the part of the 
soldiery have rarely been surpassed, are given in the report of Major General 
Meade, and the subordinate reports accompanying it. 

During the campaign of forty-three days, from the Rapidan to James river, 
the array had to be supplied from an ever-shifting base, by wagons, over narrow 
roads, through a densely wooded country, with a lack of wharves at each new 
base from which to conveniently discharge vessels. Too much credit cannot, 
therefore, be awarded to the quartermaster and commissary departments for 
the zeal and efficiency displayed by them. Under the general supervision of 
the chief quartermaster. Brigadier General R. Ingalls, the trains were made to 
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occupy all the available roads between the army and our water base, and bat 
little difficulty was experienced in protecting them. 

The movement of the Kanawha and Shenandoah valleys, under General 
Sigel, commenced on the first of May. General Crook, who had the immediate 
command of the Kanawha expedition, divided his forces into two columns, giving 
one, composed of cavalry, to General Averill. They crossed the monntains by 
separate routes. Averill struck the Tennessee and Virginia railroad, near 
Wytheville, on the 10th, and proceeding to New river and Christiansburg, de- 
stroyed the road, several important bridges and depots, including New river 
bridge, forming a junction with Crook at Union on the 15th. GTeneral Sigel 
moved up the Shenandoah valley, met the enemy at New Market on the 15th, 
and, after a severe engagement, was defeated with heavy loss, and retired behind 
Cedar creek. Not regarding the operations of General Sigel as satisfactory, I 
asked his^emoval from command, and Major General Hunter was appointed to 
supersede him. His instructions were embraced in the following despatches to 
Major General H. W. Halleck, chief of staff of the army : 

**Near Spoitsylvania Court House, Va., May 20, 1864. 

**The enemy are evidently relying for snpnlies greatly on snch as are brought over the 
branch road nmning throup^h Staunton. On tne whole, therefore, I think it would he better 
for General Hunter to move m that direction ; roach Staunton and Grordonsville or Charlottes- 
ville, if he does not meet too much opposition. If he can hold at bay a force equal to \ua 
own, he will be doing good service. # • # 

**U. S. GRANT, Lieutenant General, 

** Major General H. W. Halleck." 

"Jericho Ford, Va., May 25, 1864. 

*'If Hunter can possibly pet to Charlottesville and Lynchburg, he should do so, living on 
the country. The railroads and canal should be destroyed beyond possibility of repairs for 
weeks. Completing this, he could find his way back to his original base, or from about 
Gordonsville join this army. 

**U. S. GRANT, Lieutenant General, 

**M^'or General H. W. Halleck." 

General Hunter immediately took up the offensive, and moving up the She- 
nandoah valley, met the enemy on the 5th of June at Piedmont, and after a 
battle of ten hours routed and defeated him, captming on the field of battle 
1,500 men, 3 pieces of artillery, and 300 stand of small -arms. On the 8th of 
the same month he formed a junction wi^h Crook and Averill at Stauntou, 
from which place he moved direct on Lynchburg, via Lexington, which place 
he reached and invested on the 16th day of June. Up to this time he was very 
successful, and but for the difficulty of taking with him sufficient ordnance 
stores over so long a march, through a hostile country, he would no doubt have 
captured that (to the enemy,) important point. The destruction of the enemy's 
supplies and manufactories was very great. To meet this movement under 
General Hunter, General Lee sent a force, perhaps equal to a corps, a part of 
which reached Lynchburg a short time before Hunter. After some skirmishing 
on the 17th and 18th, General Hunter, owing to a want of ammunition to give 
battle, retired from before the place. Unfortunately, this want of ammunitioD 
left him no choice of route for his return but by way of Kanawha. This lost 
to us the use of his troops for several weeks from the defence of the north. 

Had General Hunter moved by way of Charlottesville, instead of Lexington, 
as his instructions contemplated, he would have been in a position to have 
covered the Shenandoah valley against the enemy, should the force he met have 
seemed to endanger it. If it did not, he would have been within easy distance 
of the James river canal, on the main line of communication between Lynch- 
burg and the force sent for its defence. I have never taken exception to the 
operations of General Hunter, and I am not now disposed to find fault with 
him, for 1 have no doubt he acted within what he conceived to be the epirit of 
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lis instructions and the interests of tbe service. The promptitude of his move- 
nents and his gallantry should entitle him to the commendation of his country 

To return to the army of the Potomac : The 2d corps commenced crossing 
he James river on the morning of the 14th by ferry-boatrf at Wilcox's landing, 
rhe laying of the pontoon bridge was completed about midnight of the 14th, 
md the crossing of the remainder of the army was rapidly pushed forward by 
)oth bridge and ferry. 

After the crossing had commenced, I proceeded by a steamer to Bermuda 
Hundred to give the necessary orders for the immediate capture of Petersburg. 

The instructions to General Butler were verbal, and were for him to send 
jreneral Smith immediately, that night, with all the troops he could give him 
ivithout sacrificing the position he then held. I told him that I would return at 
)nce to the army of the Potomac, hasten its crossing, and throw it forward to 
i^etersburg by divisions as rapidly as it could be done ; that we could re-enforce 
>ur armies more rapidly there than the enemy could bring troops against us. 
jeneral Smith got off as directed, and confronted the enemy's pickets near 
i^etersburg before daylight next morning, but for some reason, that I have 
lever been able to satisfactorily understand, did not get ready to assault his 
naiii lines until near sundown. Then, with a part of his command only, he 
nade the assault, and carried the lines northeast of Petersburg from the Appo- 
nattox river, for a distance of over two and a half miles, capturing fifteen pieces 
3f artillery and three hundred prisoners. This was about 7 p. m. Between 
the line thus captured and Petersburg there were no other works, and there 
was no evidence that the enemy had re-enforced Petersburg with a single brigade 
'rom any source. The night was clear — the moon shining brightly — and favor- 
ible to further operations. Greneral Hancock, with two divisions of the 2d 
5orps, reached General Smith just after dark, and offered the service of these 
roops as he (Smith) might wish, waiving rank to the named commander, who he 
laturally supposed knew best the position of affairs, and what to do with the 
roops. But instead oi taking these troops, and pushing at once into Peters- 
Durg, he requested General Hancock to relieve a part of his line in the captured 
W'orks, which was done before midnight. 

By the time I arrived the next morning the enemy was in force. An attack 
pras ordered to be made at 6 o'clock that evening by the troops under Smith 
ind the 2d and 9th corps. It required until that time for the 9th corps to get 
jp and into position. The attack was mafle as ordered, and the fighting con- 
tinued with but little intermission until 6 o'clock the next morning, and resulted 
in our carrying the advance and some of the main works of the enemy to the 
right (our left) of those previously captured by General Smith, several pieces 
af artillery, and over four hundred pritjoners. 

The 5th corps having got up, the attacks were renewed and persisted in with 
jreat vigor on the 17th and 18th, but only resulted in forcing the enemy to an 
interior line from which he could not be dislodged. Tlie advantages in position 
gained by us were very great. The army then proceeded to envelop Peters- 
burg toward the Southside railroad, as far as pc^ssible, without attacking forti- 
fications. 

On the 6th the enemy, to re-enforce Petersburg, withdrew fVom a part of hia 
Intrenchment in front of Bermuda Hundred, expecting no doubt to get troops 
Prom north of the James to take the place of those withdrawn before we could 
discover it. General Butler, taking advantage of this, at once moved a force 
on the railroad between Petersburg and Richmond. As soon as I was apprised 
of the advantage thus gained, to retain it I ordered two divisions of the 6tb 
corps. General Wright commanding, that were embarking at Wilcox's landin^^ 
ander orders for City Point, to report to General Butler, at Bermuda Hundred' 
of which General Butler was notified, and the importance of holding a position 
in advance of his present line urged upon him. 
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About 2 o'clock in the afternoon General Butler was forced back to the line 
the enemy had withdrawn from in the morning. General Wright, with his two 
divisions, joined General Butler on the forenoon of the 17th, the latter still 
holding with a strong picket line the enemy's works. But instead of putting 
these divisions into the enemy's works to hold them, he permitted them to halt 
and rest some distance in the rear of his own line. Between 4 and 5 o'clock in 
the afternoon the enemy attacked and drove in his pickets and reoccupied hiA 
old line. 

On the night of the 20th and morning of the 21st a lodgment was effected 
by General Butler, with one brigade of infantry, on the north bank of the 
James, at Deep Bottom, and connected the pontoon bridge with Bermuda 
Hundred. 

On the 19th General Sheridan, on his return from his expedition against the 
Virginia Central railroad, arrived at the White House just as the enemy's cav- 
alry was about to attack it, and compelled it to retire. The result of this expe- 
dition was, that General Sheridan met the enemy's cavalry near Trevillian 
Station on the morning of the 11th of June, whom he attacked, and after an ob- 
stinate contest drove from the field in complete rout. He left his dead and 
nearly all his wounded in our hands, and about four hundred prisoners and 
several hundred horses. On the 12th he destroyed the railroad from Trevillian 
Station to Louisa Court House. This occupied until 3 o'clock p. m., when be 
advanced in the direction of Gordonsville. He found the enemy re-enforced by 
infantry, behind well- constructed rifle-pits, about five miles from the latter 

Elace, and too strong to successfully assault. On the extreme right, however, 
is reserve brigade carried the enemy's works twice, and was twice driven there- 
from by infantry. Night closed the contest. Not having sufficient ammunition 
to continue the engagement, and his animals being without forage, (the country 
furnishing but inferior grazing,) and hearing nothing from General Hunter, be 
withdrew his command to tlie north side of the North Anna, and commenced bis 
return march, reaching White House at the time before stated. After breaking 
up the depot at that place he moved to the James river, which he reached safely 
after heavy fighting. He commenced crossing on the 25th, near Fort Pow- 
hatan, without further molestation, and rejoined the army of the Potomac. 

On the 22d General Wikon, with his own division of cavalry of the army of 
the Potomac, and General Kautz's division of cavalry of the army of the 
James, moved against the enemy's railroads south of Richmond. Striking tbe 
Weldon railroad at Ream's Station, destroying the depot and several miles of 
the road and the Southside road about fifteen miles from Petersburg, to near 
Nottoway Station, where he met and defeated a force of the enemy's cavalry, 
he reached Burksville Station on the afternoon of the 23d, and from lliere 
destroyed the Danville railroad to Roanoke bridge, a distance of twenty-five 
miles, where he found the enemy in force, and in a position from which he 
could not dislodge him. He then commenced his return march, and on tbe 
28th met the enemy's cavalry in force at the Weldon railroad crossing of Stony 
creek, where he had a severe but not decisive engagement. Thence he made a 
detour from his left, with a view of reaching Ream's Station, (supposing it to 
be in our possession.) At this place he was met by the enemy's cavalry, sup- 

forted by infantry, and forced to retire, with tbe loss of his artillery and trains, 
n this last encounter General Kautz, with a part of his command, became 
separated, and made his way into our lines. General Wilson, with the 
remainder of his force, succeeded in crossing the Nottoway river and coming 
in safely on our left and rear. The damage to the enemy in this expedition 
more than compensated for the losses we sustained. It severed all connexion 
by railroad with Richmond for several weeks. 

With a view of cutting the enemy's railroad from near Richmond to the 
Anna rivers and making him wary of the situation of his army in the Sheuan- 
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doah, and, in tbe event of failure in this, to take advantage of his necessary 
withdrawal of troops from Petersburg, to explode a mine that had been prepared 
in fiont of the 9th corps and assault the enemy's lines at that place, on ^he 
night of the 26th of July the 2d corps and two divisions of the cavalry corps 
and Kautz's cavalry were crossed to the north bank of the James river and 
joined the force General Butler had there. On the 27th the enemy was driven 
from his intrenched position, with the loss of four pieces of artillery. On the 
28th our lines were extended from Deep Bottom to New Market i-oad, but in 
getting this position were attacked by the enemy in heavy force. The fighting 
lasted for several hours, resulting in considerable loss to both sides. The first 
object of this move having failed, by reason of the very large force thrown 
there by the enemy, I determined to take advantage of the diversion made, by 
asifaulting Petersburg before he could get his force back there. One division of 
the 2d corps was withdrawn on the night of the 28th, and moved during the 
night to the rear of the 18th corps, to relieve that corps in the line, that it 
might be foot-loose in the assault to be made. Tlie other two divisions of the 
2d corps and Sheridan's cavalry were crossed over on the night of the 29th 
and moved in front of Petersburg. On the morning of the 30th, between four 
and five o'clock, the mine was sprung, blowing up a battery and most of a 
regiment, and the advance of the assaulting column, formed of the 9th corps, 
immediately took possession of the crater made by the explosion, and the line 
for some distance to the right and left of it, and a detached line in front of it, 
but for some cause failed to advance promptly to the ridge beyond. Had they 
done this, I have every reason to believe that Petersburg would have fallen. 
Other troops were immediately pushed forward, but the time consumed in get- 
ting them up enabled the enemy to rally from his surprise (which had been 
complete) and get forces to this point for its defence. The captured line thus 
held being untenable, and of no advantage to us, the troops were withdrawn, 
bat not without heavy loss. Thus terminated in disaster what promised to be 
the most successful assault of the campaign. 

Immediately upon the enemy's ascertaining that General Hunter was retreat- 
ing from Lynchburg by way of the Kanawha river, thus laying the Shenandoah 
valley open for raids into Maryland and Pennsylvania, he returned northward, 
and moved down that valley. As soon as this movement of the enemy was as- 
certained. General Hunter, who had reached the Kanawha river, was directed 
to move his troops without delay, by river and railroad, to Harper's Ferry ; but 
owing to the difficulty of navigation by reason of low water and breaks in the 
railroad, great delay was experienced in getting there. It became necessary, 
therefore, to find other troops to check this movement of the enemy. For this 
purpose the 6th corps was taken from the armies operating against Kichmond, 
to which was added the 19th corps, then fortunately beginning to arrive in 
Hampton roads from the Gulf department, under orders issued immediately after 
the ascertainment of the result of the Red River expedition. The garrisons of 
Baltimore and Washington were at this time made up of heavy artillery regi- 
ments, hundred-days men, and detachments from the invalid corps. One divi- 
sion under command of General Eicketts, of the 6th corps, was sent to Baltimore, 
and the remaining two divisions of the 6th corps, under General Wright, were 
subsequently sent to Washington. On the 3cl of July the enemy approached 
Martiusburg ; General Sigel, who was in command of our forces there, retreated 
across the Potomac at Shepardstown ; and General Weber, commanding at 
Harper's Ferry, crossed the river and occupied Maryland heights. On the 6th 
the enemy occupied Hagerstown, moving a strong column towards Frederick 
city. Geueral Wallace with Ricketts's division and his own command, the latter 
mostly new and undisciplined troops, pushed out from Baltimore with great 
promptness, and met the enemy in force on the Monocacy, near the crossing of 
the railroad bridge. His force was not sufficient to insure success, but he fought 
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the enemy nevertheless, and although it resulted in a defeat to car arms, yet it 
detained the enemy and thereby served to enable General Wright to reacb 
Washinpjton with two divisions of the 6th corps, and the advance of the 19tli 
corps, before him. From Monocacy the enemy moved on Washington, his cavalry 
advance reaching Rockville on the evening of the 10th. On the 12th a recon- 
noissance was thrown out in front of Fort Stevens, to ascertain the enemy's posi- 
tion and force. A severe skirmish ensued, in which we lost about 280 in killed 
and wounded. The enemy's loss was probably greater. He commence 1 re- 
treating during the night. Learning the exact condition of affairs at Washing- 
ton, I requested by t(»legraph, at 11.45 p. m. on the 12th, the assignment of 
Major General H. G. Wright to the command of all the troops that could be made 
available to operate in the field against the enemy, and directed that he should 
get outside of the trenches with all the force he could, and push Early to the 
last moment. General Wright commenced the pursuit on the 13th; on the 18th 
the enemy was overtaken at Snicker's ferry, on the Shenandoah, when a sharp 
skirmish occuned ; and on the 20th General Averill encountered and defeated 
a portion of the rebel army at Winchester, capturing four pieces of artillery and 
several hundred prisoners. 

Learning that Early was retreating south towards Lynchburg or Richmond, 
I directed that the 6th and 19th corps be got back to the armies operating against 
Richmond, so tliat they might be used in a movement against Lee before the 
return of the troops sent by him into the valley; and that Hunter should remain 
in the Shenandoah valley, keeping between any force of the enemy and Wash- 
ington, acting on the defensive as much as possible. I felt that if the enemy 
had any notion of returning, the fact would be developed before the 6th and 19th 
corps could leave Washington. Subsequently the 19th corps was excepted from 
the order to return to the James. 

About the 2.0th it became evident that the enemy was again advancing upon 
Maryland and Pennsylvania, and the 6th corps, then at Washington, was ordered 
back to the vicinity of Harper's Ferry. The rebel force moved down the valley, 
and sent a raiding party into Pennsylvania, which on the 30th burned Cham- 
bersburg and then retreated, pursued by our cavalry, towards Cumberland. 
They were met and defeated by General Kelly, and with diminished numbers 
escaped into the mountains of West Virginia. From the time of the first raid 
the telegraph wires were frequently down between Washington and City Point, 
making it necessary to transmit messages a part of the way by boat. It took 
from twenty-four to thirty-six hours to get despatches through and return an- 
swers back ; so that often orders would be given, and then information would be 
received showing a different state of facts from those on which they were based, 
causing a confusion and apparent contradiction of orders that must have consid* 
erably embarrassed those who had to execute them, and rendered operatioos 
against the enemy less effective than they otherwise would have been. To remedy 
this evil, it was evident to my mind that some person should have the supreme 
command of all the forces in the departments of West Virginia, Washington, 
Susquehanna and the middle department, and I so recommended. 

On the 2d of August I ordered General Sheridan to report in person to Major 
General Halleck, chief of staff, at Washington, with a view to bis assignment 
to the command of all the forces against Early. At this time the enemy was 
concentrated in the neighborhood of Winchester, whilst our forces, under General 
Hunter, were concentrated on the Monocacy, at the crossing of the Baltimore 
and Ohio railroad, leaving open to the enemy western Maryland and southern 
Pennsylvania. From where I was, 1 hesitated to give positive orders for the 
movement of our forces at Monocacy, lest by so doing I should expose Wash- 
ington. Therefore, on the 4th 1 left City Point to visii Hunter's command, and 
determine for myself what was best to be done. On arrival there, and after con- 
sultation with General Hunter, I issued to him the following ioBtructions: 
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"MoNocACY Bridge, Md., 

** August 5, 1864—8 p. m. 

•* General: Concentrate all your available force without delay in the vicinity of Harper's 
Ferry, leaving only such railroad guards and garrisons for public property as may be neces- 
sary. Ui«e, iu this concentrating, the railroads, if by so doing time can be saved From 
Harjier's Ferry, if it is found that the enemy has moved north of the Potomac in large force, 
push north, following him and attacking him wherever found ; follow him if driven south of 
the Potomac, as long as it is safe to do so. If it is ascertained that the enemy has but a small 
force north of the Potomac, then push south with the main force, detaching under a com- 
petent commander a sufficient force to look after the raiders, and drive them to their homes. 
In detaching such a force, the brigade of cavalry now en route from Washington via Rock 
ville may be taken into account. 

** There are now on their way to join you three other brigades of the best cavalry, num- 
bering, at least, 5,(K)U men and horses. These will be instructed, in the absence of further 
orders, to join you by the south side of the Potomac. One brigade will probably start to- 
morrow. In pushing up the Shenandoah valley, where it is exoected you will have to go 
first or last, it is desirable that nothing should be left to invite the enemy to return. Take 
all provisions, forage, and stock wanted for the use of your command ; such as cannot be 
ccmsumed, destroy. It is not desirable that the buildings should bo destroyed — they should 
rather Im^ protected — but the people should be informed that so long as an army can subsist 
among them recurrences of these raids must be expected, and we are determined to stop them 
at all hazards. 

** Bear in mind the object is to drive the enemy south, and to do this you want to keep him 
always in sight. Be guided in your course by the course ho takes. 

** Slake your own arrangements for supplies of all kinds, giving regular vouchers for such 
as may be taken from loyal citizens in the country through which vou march. 

»*U. S. GRANT, Lieutenant General. 

"Major General D. HUNTER." 

Tbe troops were immediately put in motion, and the advance reached Hall- 
town that night. 

General Hunter having, in our conversation, expressed a willingness to be 
relieved from command, I telegraphed to have General Sheridan, then at Wash- 
ington, sent to Harper's Ferry by the morning train, with orders to take gene- 
ral command of all the troops in the field, and to call on General Hunter at 
Monocacy, who would turn over to him my letter of instructions. I remained 
at Monocacy, until General Sheridan arrived, on the morning of the Gth, and, 
after a conference with him in relation to military affairs iu that vicinity, I re- 
turned to City Point by way of Washington. 

On the 7th of August the middle department and the departments of West 
Virginia, Washington, and Susquehanna were constituted into the "Middle 
military division,'* and Major General Sheridan was assigned to temporary 
comm.'ind of the same. 

Two divisions of cavalry, commanded by Generals Torbert and Wilson, were 
sent to Sheridan from the army of the Potomac. The first reached him at 
Harper's Ferry about the 11th of August. 

His operations during the month of August and the fore part of September 
were both of an offensive and defensive character, resulting in many severe 
skirmit^hes, principally by the cavalry, in which we were generally successful, 
but no general engagement took place. The two aimies lay in such a position 
— the enemy on the west bank of the Opequan creek covering Winchester, 
and our forces in front of Berrysville — that either could bring on a battle at 
any time. Defeat to us would lay open to the enemy the States of Maryland 
and Pennsylvania for long distances before another anny could be interposed 
to check him. Under these circumstances, I hesitated about allowing the initia- 
tive to be taken. Finally, the use of the Baltimore and Ohio railroad and the 
Chesapeake and Ohio canal, which were both obstructed by the enemy, became 
80 indispensably necessary to us, and the importance of relieving Pennsylvania 
and Maryland from continuously threatened invasion so great, that I determined 
the risk should be taken. But fearing to telegraph the order for an attack 
without knowing more than I did of General Sheridan's feelings as to what 
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would be the probable resnlt, I left City Point on the 15th of September to 
viiiit him at his headquarters, to decide, after conference with him, what should 
be done. I met him at Charleston, and he pointed out so distinctly how each 
army lay ; what he could do the moment he was authorized, and expressed such 
confidence of success, that I saw there were but two words of instnictions 
necessary — Go in ! For the convenience of forage, the teams for supplying the 
army were kept at Harper's Ferry. I asked him if he could get out his teams 
and supplies in time to make an attack on the ensuing Tuesday morning. His 
reply was, that he could before daylight on Monday. He was oft promptly to 
time, and I may here add that the result was such that I have never since 
deemed it necessary to visit General Sheridan before giving him orders. 

Early on the morning of the 19th General Sheridan attacked General Early 
at the crossing on the Opequan creek, and after a most sanguinary and bloodj 
battle, lasting until 5 o'clock in the evening, defeated him with heavy Iom, 
carrying liis entire position from Opequan creek to Winchester, capturing several 
thousand prisoners and five pieces of artillery. The enemy rallied and made a 
stand in a strong position at Fisher's Hill, where he was attacked and again de- 
feated with heavy loss on the 20th. Sheridan pursued him with gretit energy 
through Harrisonburg, Staunton, and the gaps of the Blue Ridge. After strip- 

Eing the upper valley of most of the supplies and provisions for the rebel army, 
e returned to Strasburg, and took position on the north side of Cedar creek. 
Having received considerable re-enforcements, General Early again returned 
to the valley, and on the 9th of October his cavalry encountered ours near 
Strasburg, where the rebels were defeated with the loss of eleven pieces of artil- 
lery and 350 prisoners. On the night of the 18th the enemy crossed the moun- 
tains which separated the branches of the Shenandoah, forded the north fork, 
and early on the morning of the 19th, under cover of the darkness and the fog, 
surprised and turned our left flank, and captured the batteries which enfiladed oar 
whole line. Our troops fell back with heavy loss and in much confusion, bat 
were finally rallied between Middletown and Newtown. At this juncture 
General Sheridan, who was at Winchester when the battle commenced, arrived 
on the field, arranged his lines just in time to repulse a heavy attack of the 
enemy, and immediately assuming the offensive, he attacked in turn with great 
vigor. The enemy was defeated with great slaughter and the loss of most of 
his artillery and trains and the trophies he had captured in the morning. The 
wreck of his army escaped during the night, and fled in the direction of Staun- 
ton and Lynchburg. Pursuit was made to Mount Jackson. Thus ended this, 
the enemy's last attempt to invade the north via the Shenandoah valley. I was 
now enabled to return the 6th corps to the army of the Potomac, and to send 
one division from Sheridan's army to the army of the James, and another to 
Savannah, Georgia, to hold Sherman's new acquisitions on the sea-coast, and 
thus enable him to move without detaching from his force for that purpose. 

Reports from various sources led me to believe that the enemy had detached 
three divisions from Petersburg to re -enforce Early in the Shenandoah valley. 
I therefore sent the 2d corps and Gregg's division of cavalry, of the army 
of the Potomac, and a force of General Butler's army, on the night of the 13th 
of August, to threaten Richmond from the north side of the James, to prevent 
him from sending troops away, and, if possible, to draw back those sent. In this 
move we captured six pieces of artillery and several hundred prisoners, detained 
troops that were under marching orders, and ascertained that but one division, 
(Kershaw's) of the three reputed detached, had gone. 

The enemy having withdrawn heavily from Petersburg to resist this move- 
ment, the 5th coi*ps. General Warren commanding, was moved out on the 18th 
and took possession of the Weldon railroad. During the day he had consid- 
erable fighting. To regain possession of the road, the enemy made repeated 
and desperate assaults, but was each time repulsed with great loss. On the 
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Dight of the 20th the troops on the njrth side of the James were withdrawn, 
and Hancock and Gregg retnmed to the front of Petersburg. On the 25th the 
2d corps and Gregg's division of cavalry, while at Ream's Station destroying 
the raih*oad, were attacked, and after desperate fighting, a part of our Hue gave 
way, and five pieces of artillery fell into the hands of the enemy. 

By the 12th of September a branch railroad was completed from the City 
Point and Petersburg railroad to the Weldon railroad, enabling us to supply, 
without difficulty, in all weather, the army in front of Petersburg. 

The exteniiion of our lines across the Weldon railroad compelled the enemy 
tf) ?o extend his that it seemed he could huve but 'few troops north of the 
James for the defence of Richmond. On the night of the 28th the 1 0th corps. 
Major General Bimey, and the 18th corps. Major General Ord commanding, of 
General Bulter's army, were crossed to the north side of the James, and ad- 
vanced on the morning of the 29th, carrying the very strong fortifications and 
intrenchments below Chapin's farm, known as Fort Harrison, capturing fifteen 
piece? of artillery and the New Market road and intrenchments. This success 
was followed up by a gallant assault upon Fort Gillmore, immediately in front 
of the Chapin farm fortifications, in which we were repulsed with heavy loss. 
Kautz's cavalry was pushed forward on the road to the right of this, supported 
by infantry, and reached the enemy's inner line, but was unable to got further. 
The position captured from. the enemy was so threatening to Richmond that I 
determined to hold it. The enemy made several desperate attempts to dislodge 
us, all of which were unsuccessful, and for which he paid dearly. On the 
morning of the 30th General Meade sent out a rcconnoissance, with a view to 
attacking the enemy's line if it was found sufiiciently weakened by withdrawal 
of troops to the north side. In this rcconnoissance we captured and held the 
enemy's works near Poplar Spring church. In the afternoon troops moving to 
get to the left of the point gained were attacked by the enemy in heavy force, 
and compelled to fall back until supported by the forces holding the captured 
works. Our cavalry under Gregg was also attacked, but repulsed the enemy 
with great loss. 

On the 7th of October the enemy attacked Kautz's cavalry north of the 
James, and drove it back with heavy loss in killed, wounded and prisoners, and 
the loss of all the artillery — eight or nine pieces. This he followed up by an 
attack on our intrenched infantry line, but was repulsed with severe slaughter. 
On the 13th a rcconnoissance was sent out by General Butler, with a view to 
drive the enemy from some new works he was constructing, which resulted in 
very heavy loss to us. 

On the 27th the army of the Potomac, leaving only sufficient men to hold its 
fortified line, moved by the enemy's right fiank. The 2d corps, followed by two 
divisions of the 5th corps, with the cavalry in advance and covering our lefk 
flank, forced a passage of Hatcher's run, and moved up the south side of it 
towards the South Side railroad, until the 2d corps and part of the cavalry 
reached the Boydton plank road, where it crost^es Hatcher's run. At this point 
we were six miles distant from the South Side railroad, which I had hoped by 
this movement to reach and hold. But fifnding that we had not reached the 
end of the enemy's fortifications, and no place presenting itself for a successful 
assault by which he might be doubled up and shortened, I determined to with- 
draw to within our fortified line. Orders were given accordingly. Immediately 
upon receiving a report that General Warren had connected with General 
Uancock, I returned to my headquarters. Soon after I left, the enemy moved 
out across Hatcher's run, in the gap between Generals Hancock and Warren, 
which was not closed as reported, and made a desperate attack on General 
Hancock's right and rear. Greneral Hancock immediately faced his corps to 
meet it, and af^er a bloody combat drove the enemy within his works, and with- 
drew that night to his old position. 
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In support of this movement General Butler made a demonstration on tbe 
north eide of the James, and attacked the enemy on the Williamsburg road, 
and also on the York River railroad. In the former he was nnsuccessful ; in 
the latter he succeeded in carrying a work which was afterwards abandoned, 
and his forces withdrawn to their former positions. 

From this time forward the operations in front of Petersburg and Richmond, 
until the spring campaign of 1865, were confined to the defence and exten- 
sion of our lines, and to offensive movements for crippling the enemy's lines of 
communication, and to prevent his deHiching any considerable force to ^end 
south. By the 7th of February our lines were extended to Hatcher's run, and 
the Weldon railroad had been destroyed to Hicksford. 

General Sherman moved from Chattanooga on the 6th of May, with the armies 
of the Cumberland, Tennessee, and Ohio, commanded, respectively, by Generals 
Thomas, McPherson, and Schofield, upon Johnston's army at Dalton ; but finding 
the enemy's positions at Buzzard lloost, covering Dalton, too strong to be assaulted, 
General McPherson was sent through Snake Gap to turn it, whilst Generals 
Thomas and Schofield threatened it in front and on the north. This movement 
was successful. Johnston, finding his retreat likely to be cut off, fell back loliis 
fortified position at Resaca, where he was attacked on the afternoon of May 15th. 
A heavy battle ensued. During the night the enemy retreated south. Late 
on the 17th his rear guard was overtaken near Adairsville, and heavy skir- 
mishing followed. The next morning, however, he had again disappeared. He 
was vigorously pursued and was overtaken at Cassville on the 19th, but, dur- 
ing the ensuing night, retreated across the Etowah. Whilst these operations 
were going on. General Jefferson C. Davis's division of Thomas's army was 
sent to Rome, capturing it with its forts and artillery and its valuable mills and 
foundries. General Sherman having given his army a few days' rest at this 
point, again put it in motion on the 23d for Dallas, with a view of turning the 
difficult pass at AUatoona. On the afternoon of the 25th the advance, under 
General Hooker, had a severe battle with the enemy, driving him back to New 
HojHi church, near Dallas. Several sharp encounters occurred at this point. 
The most important was on the 28th, when the enemy assaulted General Mc- 
Pherson at Dallas, but received a terrible and bloody repulse. 

On the 4th of June Johnston abandoned his intrenched position at New 
Hope church and retreated to the strong positions of Kenesaw, Pine, and Lo.*t 
mountains. He was forced to yield the two last named places and concentrate 
his army on Kenesaw, where, on the 27th, Generals Thomas and McPherson 
made a determined but unsuccessful assault. On the night of the 2d of July 
Sherman commenced moving his army by the right flank, and on the morning 
of the 3d found that the enemy, in consequence of this movement, had aban- 
doned Kenesaw and retreated across the Chattahoochie. 

General Sherman remained on the Chattahoochie to give his men rest and 
get up stores until the 17th of July, when he resumed his operations, crossed 
the Chattahoochie, destroyed a large j)ortion of the railroad to Augusta, and 
drove the enemy back to Atlanta. At this place General Hood succeeded 
General Johnston in command of the rebel army, and assuming the offensive- 
defensive policy, made several severe attacks upon Sherman in the vicinity of 
Atlanta, the most desperate and deteimined of which was on the 22d of Julj. 
About 1 p. m. of this day the brave, accomplished, and noble-hearted McPher- 
son was killed. General Logan succeeded him, and commanded the army of 
the Tennessee through this desperate battle, and until he was superseded bj 
Major General Howard, on the 26th, with the same success and ability that bad 
characterized him in the command of a corps or division. 

In all these attacks the enemy was repulsed with great loss. Finding it im- 
possible to entirely invest the place. General Sherman, after securing his line of 
communications across the Chattahoochie, moved his main force round by the 
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enemy 8 left flank upon the Montgomery and Macon roads, to draw the enemy 
from his fortifications. In this he succeeded, and, after defeating the enemy 
near Rough and Ready, Jonesboro*, and Lovejoy's, forcing him to retreat to 
the south, on the 2d of September occupied Atlanta, the objective point of his 
campaign. 

About the time of this move the rebel cavalry, under Wheeler, attempted to 
cut his communications in the rear, but was repulsed at Dal ton and driven into 
East Tennessee, whence it proceeded west to McMinnville, Murfreesboro*, and 
Franklin, and was finally driven south of the Tennessee. The damage done 
by thit^ raid was repaired in a few days. 

During the partial investment of Atlanta, General Rousseau joined General 
Sherman with a force of cavalry from Decatur, having made a successful raid 
upon the Atlanta and Montgomery railroad, and its branches near Opelika. 
Cavalry raids were also made by Generals IMcCook, Garrard and Stoneman 
to cut the remaining railroad communication with Atlanta. The first two were 
successful — the latter disastrous. 

Gen< ral Sherman's movement from Chattanooga to Atlanta was prompt, 
skilful and brilliant. The history of his fiank movements and battles during 
that memorable campaign will ever be read with an interest unsurpassed by 
anything in history. 

liis own report, and those of his subordinate commanders accompanying it, 
give the details of that most successful campaign. 

He was dependent for the supply of his armies upon a single-track railroad 
from Nashville to the point where he was operating. This passed the entire 
distance through a hostile country, and every foot of it had to be protected by 
troops. The cavalry force of the enemy under Fondest, in northern Missist^ippi, 
was evidently waiting for Sherman to advance far enough into the mountains of 
Georgia to make a retreat disastrous, to get upon his line and destroy it beyond 
the possibility of further use. To guard against this danger Sherman left what 
he supposed to be a sufficient force to operate against Forrest in West Tennes- 
see. He directed General Washburn, who commanded there, to send Brigadier 
General 8. D. Sturgis in command of this force to attack him. On the morn- 
ing of the 10th of June General Sturgis met the enemy near Guntown, Mis- 
sissippi, was badly beaten, and driven back in utter rout and confusion to 
Memphis, a distance of about one hundred miles, hotly pursued by ihe enemy. 
By this, however, the enemy was defeated in his designs upon Sherman's line of 
communications. The persistency with which he followed up this success 
exhausted him, and made a season for rest and repairs necessary. In the 
mean time Major General A. J. Smith, with the troops of the army of the 
Tennessee that had been sent by General Sherman to General Banks, arrived 
at Memphis on their return from Red river, where they had done most excel- 
h.nt service. He was directed by General Sherman to immediately take the 
offensive against Forrest. This he did with the promptness and effect which 
has characterized his whole military career. On the 14th of July he met the 
enemy at Tupelo, Mississippi, and whipped him badly. The fighting continued 
through three days. Our loss was small compared' with that of the enemy. 
Having accomplished the object of his expedition, General Smith returned to 
Memphis. . 

During the months of March and April this same force under Forrest annoyed 
us considerably. On the 24th of March it captured Union City, Kentucky, 
and its garrison, and on the 24th attacked Paducah, commanded by Colonel S. 
G. Hicks, 40th Hlinois volunteers. Colonel H., having but a small force, 
withdrew to the forts near the river, from where he repulsed the enemy and 
drove him from the place. 

On the 13th of Apiil, part of this force, under the rebel General Buford, 
Bummoned the garrison of Columbus, Kentucky, to surrender, but received for 
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reply from Colonel Lawrence, 34tli New Jersey volunteers, that, being placed 
there by bis government with adequate force to hold his post and repel all 
enemies from it, surrender was out of the question. 

On the morning of the same day Forrest attacked Fort Pillow, Tennessee, 
garrisoned by a detachment of Tennessee cavalry, and the 1st regiment Ala- 
bama colorea troops, commanded by Major Booth. The garrison fought bravely 
vntil about 3 o'clock in the afternoon, when the enemy carried the works bj 
assault ; and, after our men threw down their arms, proceeded to an inhuman 
and merciless massacre of the garrison. 

On the 14th, General Buford, having failed at Columbus, appeared before 
Paducab, but was again driven off. 

Guerillas and raiden«, seemingly emboldened by Forrest's operations, were 
also very active in Kentucky. The most noted of these was Morgan. With a 
force of from two to three thousand cavalry he entered the State through Pound 
Gap in the latter part of May. On the 11th of June he attacked and captured 
Cynthiana, with its entire garrison. On the 12th he was overtaken by General 
Burbridge, and completely routed with heavy loss, and was finally driven out 
of the State' This notorious guerilla was afterwards surprised and killed near 
Greenville, Tennessee, and bis command captured and dispersed by General 
Gillem. 

In the absence of official reports at the commencement of the Red River 
expedition, except so far as relates to the movenn^nts of the troops sent by 
General Sherman under A. J. Smith, I am unable to give the date of its start- 
ing. The troops under General Smith, comprising two divisions of the 16th and 
a detachment of the 17th army coq)s, left Vicksburg on the 10th of March 
and reached the designated point on Red river one day earlier than that 
appointed by General Banks. The rebel forces at Fort De Russey, thinking 
to defeat him, left the fort on the 14th to give him battle in the open fieM ; but, 
while occupying the enemy with skirmishing and demonstrations. Smith pushed 
forward to Fort De liusseyt which had been left with a weak garrison, and captured 
it with its garrison — about 350 men, 1 1 pieces of artillery, and many small-arms. 
Our loss was but slight. On the loth he pushed forward to Alexandria, 
which place he reached on the 18th. On the 21st he had an engagement with 
the enemy at llenderson Uill, in which he defeated him, capturing 210 prisoners 
and 4 ])ieces of artillery. 

On the 28lh he again attacked and defeated the enemy under the rebel General 
Taylor at Cane river. By the 26th General Banks had assembled his whole 
army at Alexandria and pushed forward to Grand Ecore. On the morning of 
April 6 he moved from Grand Ecore. On the afternoon of the 7th his advance 
engaged the enemy near Pleasant Hill and drove him from the field. On the 
same afternoon the enemy made a stand eight miles beyond Pleasant Hill, but 
was again compelled to retreat. On the 8th, at Sabine Cross-roads and Peach 
Hill, the enemy attacked and defeated his advance, capturing nineteen pieces of 
artillery and an immense amount of transportation and stores. During the night 
General Banks fell back to IMeasant Uill, where another battle was fought on 
the 9th, and the enemy repulsed with great loss. During the night General 
Banks continued his retr(»grade movement to Grand Ecore, and thence to Alex- 
andria, which he reached on the 27 ih of April. Here a serious difficulty arose 
in getting Adrairal Porter's fleet, which accompanied the expedition, over the 
rapidsf, the water having fallen so much since they passed up as to prevent their 
return. At the suggestion of Colonel (now Brigadier General) Bailey, and under 
his superintendence, wing-dams were constructed, by which the channel was 
contracted so that the fleet passed down the rapids in safety. 

The army evacuated Alexandria on the 14th of May, after considerable skir- 
mishing with the enemy's advance, and reached Morganzia and Point Couple 
near the end of the month. The disastrous termination of this expedition, and 
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the lateness of the season rendered impracticable the carrying out of my plans 
of a movement in force sufficient to insure the capture of Mobile. 

On the 23d of March Major General Steele left Little Rock with the 7th 
army corps to co-operate with General Banks's expedition on Red river, and 
reached Arkadelphia on the 28th. On the 16th of April, after driving the enemy 
before him, he was joined near Elkin's ferry, in Washita county, by General 
Thayer, who had marched from Fort Smith. After several severe skirmishes, 
in which the enemy was defeated, General Steele reached Camden, which he 
occupied about the middle of April. 

On learning the defeat and consequent retreat of General Banks on Red river, 
and the loss of one of his own trains at Mark's mill, in Dallas county. General 
Steele determined to fall back to the Arkansas river. He left Camden on the 
26 th of April, and reached Little Rock on the 2d of May. On the 30th of April 
the enemy attacked him while crossing Saline river at Jenkins's ferry, but was 
repulsed with considerable loss. Our loss was about 600 in killed, wounded, 
and prisoners. 

Major General Canby, who had been assigned to the command of the " mili- 
tary division of west Mississippi," was therefore directed to send the 19th 
army corps to join the armies operating against Richmond, and to limit the re- 
mainder of his command to such operations as might be necessary to hold the 
positions and lines of communications he then occupied. 

Before starting General A. J. Smith's troops back to Sherman, General Canby 
sent a part of it to disperse a force of the enemy that was collecting near the 
Mississippi river. General Smith met and defeated this force near Lake Chicot 
on the 5th of June. Our loss was about 40 killed and 70 wounded. 

hi the latter part of July General Canby sent Major General Gordon Granger, 
with such forces as he could collect, to co-operate with Admiral Farragut against 
the defences of Mobile bay. On the 8th of August Fort Gaines surrendered to 
the combined naval and land forces. Fort Powell was blown up and abandoned. 

On the 9th Fort Morgan was invested, and after a severe bombardment sur- 
rendered on the 23d. The total captures amounted to 1,464 prisoners and 104 
pieces of artillery. 

About the last of August, it being reported that the rebel Greneral Price, with 
a force of about 10,000 men, had reached Jacksonport, on his way to invade 
Missouri, General A. J. Smith's command, then en route from Memphis to join 
Sherman, was ordered to Missouri. A cavalry force was also, at the same time, 
sent from Memphis, under command of Colonel Winslow. This made General 
Rosecrans's forces superior to those of Price, and no doubt was entertained he 
would be able to check Price and drive him back, while the forces under General 
Steele, in Arkansas, would cut off his retreat. On the 26th day of September 
Price attacked Pilot Ejiob and forced the garrison to retreat, and thence moved 
Dorth to the Missouri river, and continued up that river towards Kansas. General 
Curtis, commanding department of Kansas, immediately collected such forces as 
he could to repel the invasion of Kansas, while General Rosecrans's cavalry was 
operating in his rear. 

The enemy was brought to battle on the Big Blue and defeated, with the loss 
of nearly all his artillery and trains and a large number of prisoners. He made 
a precipitate retreat to northern Arkansas. The impunity with which Price 
iras enabled to roam over the State of Missouri for a long time, and the incal- 
culable mischief done by him, shows to how little purpose a superior force may 
be used. There is no reason why General Rosecrans should not have concen- 
trated his forces and beaten and driven Price before the latter reached Pilot 
Knob. 

September 20 the enemy's cavalry, under Forrest, crossed the Tennessee 
lear Waterloo, Alabama, and on the 23d attacked the garrison at Athens, con- 
asting of six hundred men, which capitulated on the 24tlL Soon after the 
71 w 
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Burrender, two regiments of re-enforcementa arrived, and after a severe figni were 
compelled to surrender. Forrest destroyed the railroad westward, captured the 
garrison at Sulphur Branch trestle, skirmished with the garrison at Pulaski on 
the 27th, and on the same day cut the Nashville and Chattanooga railroad near 
Tullahoma and Dechard. On the morning of the 30th one column of Forrest's 
command, under Buford, appeared before Huntsville, and summoned the sur- 
render olbthe garrison. Receiving an answer in the negative, he remained in 
the vicinity of the place until next morning, when he again summoned its sur- 
render, and receivea the same reply as on the night before. He withdrew in 
the direction of Athens, which place had been regarrisoued, and attacked it on 
the afternoon of the Ist of October, but without success. On the morning of 
the 2d he renewed his attack, but was handsomely repulsed. 

Another column under Forrest appeared before Columbia on the morning of 
the Ist, but did not make an attack. On the morning of the 3d he moved 
towards Mount Pleasant. While these operations were going on every exertion 
was made by General Thomas to destroy the forces under Forrest before he 
could recross the Tennessee, but was unable to prevent his escape to Corinth, 
Mississippi. 

In September an expedition under General Burbridge was sent to destroy 
the salt-works at Saltville, Virginia. He met the enemy on the 2d of October, 
about three miles and a half from Saltville, and drove him into his strongly 
intrenched position around the salt-works, from which he was unable to dis- 
lodge him. During the night he withdrew his command and returned to 
Kentucky. 

General Sherman, immediately after the fall of Atlanta, put his armies in 
camp in and about the place, and made all preparations for refitting and 
supplying them for future service. The great length of road ^m Atlanta to 
the Cumberland river, however, which had to be guarded, allowed the troops bat 
little rest. 

During this time Jefferson Davis made a speech in Macon, Georgia, which 
was reported in the papers of the south, and soon became known to the whole 
country, disclosing the plans of the enemy, thus enabling General Sherman to 
fiilly meet them. He exhibited the weakness of supposing that an army that 
had been beaten and fearfully decimated in a vain attempt at the defensive 
could successfully undertake the o£fensive against the army that had so often 
defeated it. 

In execution of this plan. Hood, with his army, was soon reported to the 
southwest of Atlanta. Moving far to Sherman's right, he succeeded in reachbg 
the railroad about Big Shanty, and moved north on it 

General Sherman leaving a force to hold Atlanta, with the remainder of his 
army fell upon him and drove him to Gadsden, Alabama. Seeing the constant 
annoyance he would have with the roads to his rear if we attempted to hold 
Atlanta, General Sherman proposed the abandonment and destruction of that 
place, with all the railroads leading to it» and telegraphed me as follows : 

"Centreville, 6a., October 10— noon. 

" Despatch about Wilson just received. Hood is now crossing Coosa river, 12 mile« below 
Borne, bound west. If he passes over the Mobile and Ohio road, had I not better execate the 
plan of my letter sent bj Colonel Porter, and leave General Thomas, with the troops now in 
Tennessee, to defend the State ? He will have an ample force when the re-enfuroements 
ordered reach Nashville. 

**W. T. SHERMAN, Major Gtmerd. 

'•Lieut. Gen. Grant." 

For a full understanding of the plan referred to in this despatch, I quote from 
the letter sent by Colonel Porter : " I will therefore give my opinion, that yow 
army and Ganby's should be re-enforced to the maximum ; that, after yon get 
Wilmingtov you strike for Savannah and the river; that Oanby be instmeted 
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to hold the MisBisBippi river, and Bend a force to get Columbus, Georgia, either 
by the way of the Alabama or the Appalachicola, and that I keep Hood em- 
ployed and put my army in final order for a march on Augusta, Columbia, and 
Charleston, to be ready as soon as Wilmington is sealed as to commerce, and 
the city of Savannah is in our possession." This was in reply to a letter of 
mine of date September 12, in answer to a despatch of his containing substantially 
the same proposition, and in which I informed him of a proposed movement 
against Wilmington, and of the situation in Virginia, &c. 

"Cfty Point, Va., October 11, 1864—11 a. m. 

** Tour despateh of October 10 received. Does it not look as if Hood was proing to attempt 
tbe invasiou of Middle Tennessee, using the Mobile and Ohio and Memphis and Charleston 
roads to supnly bis base on the Tennessee river, about Florence or Decatur ? If he does this 
he ought to be met and prevented from getting north of the Tennessee river. If you were 
to cut loose, I do not believe you would meet Hood's army, but would be bushwhacked by 
all the old men, little boys, and such railroad guards as are still lefl at home. Hood would 
probably strike for Nashville, thinking that by going north he could inflict greater damage 
upon us than we could upon the rebels by going south. If there is any way of getting at 
Hood's army I would prefer that ; but I must trust to your own judgment. I find I snail 
not be able to send a force from here to act with you on Savannah. Your movements, there- 
fore, will be independent of mine ; at least until the fall of Richmond takes place. I am 
afraid Thomas, with such lines of road as he has to protect, could not prevent Hood from 
going north. With Wilson turned loose, with all your cavalry, you will find the rebels put 
much more on the defensive than heretofore. 

"U. S. GRANT, Lieut, General, 

"Maj. Gen. W. T. Sherman." 

"Kingston, Ga., October 11—11 a. m. 

•*Hood moved his army from Palmetto Station across by Dallas and Cedartown, and is 
now on the Coosa river, south of Rome. He threw one corps on my road at Acworth, and 
I was forced to follow. I hold Atlanta with the 20th corps, and have strong detachments 
along my line. This reduces my active force to a comparatively small army. We cannot 
remain here on the defensive. With the 25,000 men, and the bold cavalry ne has, he can 
constantly break my roads. I would infinitely prefer to make a wreck of the road and of 
the country from Chattanooga to Atlanta, including the latter city — send back all my wounded 
and worthless, and, with my effective army, move through Georgia, smashing things, to the 
sea. Hood may turn into Teni^essee and Kentucky, but I believe he will be forced to follow 
me. Instead t>f my being on the defensive, I would be on the offensive ; instead of guessing 
at what he means to do, he wonld have to guess at my plans. The difference in war is fufl 
twenty-five per cent. I can make Savannah, Charleston, or the mouth of the Chattahoochie. 

**AJuswer quick, as I know we will not have the telegraph long. 

" W. T. SHERMAN, Major General. 

"Lieut. Gen. Grant." 

**CrrY Point, Va., October 11, 1864—11.30 p. m. 

** Your despatch of to-day received. If you are satisfied the trip to the sea-coast can be 
made, holding the line of the Tennessee river firmly, you may make it, destroying all the 
nulrcmd south of Dalton or Chattanooga, as you think best. 

**U. S. GRANT, Lieut, General, 

"Major Gen, W. T. Sherman." 

It was tbe original design to hold Atlanta, and by getting tbrongb to the 
coast, i^-ith a garrison left on the southern railroads leading east and west 
through Georgia, to effectuaUy sever the east from the west. In other words, 
cat the would-be Confederacy in two again, as it had been cut once by our 
gaining possession of the Mississippi river. General Sherman's plan virtually 
effected this object. 

General Sherman commenced at once his preparations for his proposed move- 
ment, keeping his army in position in the mean time to watch Hood. Becoming 
satisfied that Hood had moved westward from Gadsden across Sand mountain, 
Greneral Sherman sent the 4th corps. Major General Stanley commanding, and 
the 23d corps, Major General Schofi^ld commanding, back to Chattanooga ta 
report to Major Gkneral Thomas, at Nashville, whom he had placed in command 
of all the troops of his military division, save the four army coips and cavalry 
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division lie design^ed to move with through Georgia. With the troops thus left 
at his disposal, there was little doubt that Greneral Thomas could hold the line 
of the Temieseee, or in the event Hood should force it, would be able to con- 
centrate and beat him in battle. It was therefore readUj consented to that 
Sherman should start for the sea-coast. 

Having concentrated his troops at Atlanta bj the 14th of November, he 
commenced his march, threatening both Augusta and Macon. His coming-ont 
point could not be definitelj fixed. Having to gather his subsistence as ho 
marched through the country, it was not impossible that a force inferior to hid 
own might compel him to head for such point as he could reach, instead of such 
as he might prefer. The blindness of the enemy, however, iu ignoring his 
movement, and sending Hood's army, the only considerable force ne had west 
of Richmond and east of the Mississippi nver, northward on an offensive cam- 
paign, left the whole country o[)en, and Sherman's route to his own choice. 

How that campaign was conducted, how little opposition was met with, the 
condition of the country through which the armies passed, the capture of Fort 
McAllister, on the Savannah river, and the occupation of Savannan on the 2l8t 
of December, are all clearly set forth in General Sherman's admirable report. 

Soon after General Sherman commenced his inarch from Atlanta, two expedi- 
tions, one from Baton Rouge, Louisiana, and one from Vicksburg, Mississippi, 
were started by General Canby to cut the enemy's line of communication with 
Mobile and detain troops in that field. General Foster, commanding depart- 
ment of the south, also sent an expedition, via Broad river, to destroy the rail- 
road between Charleston and Savannah. The expedition from Vicksburg, 
under command of Brevet Brigadier General E. D. Osband, (colonel 3d United 
States colored cavalry,) captured, on the 27th of November, and destroyed the 
Mississippi Central railroaa bridge and trestle-work over Big Black river, near 
Canton, thirty miles of the road and two locomotives, besides large amounts of 
stores. The expedition from Baton Rouge was without finvorable results. 
The expedition from the department of the south, under the immediate com- 
mand of Brigadier General John P. Hatch, consisting of about five thousand 
men of all arms, including a brigade from the navy, proceeded up Broad river 
and debarked at Boyd's Neck on the 29th of Novemoer, from where it moved 
to strike the railroad at Grahamsville. At Honey Hill, about three miles from 
GrahamsviUe, the enemy was found and attacked in a strongly fortified posi- 
tion, which resulted, after severe fighting, in our repulse with a loss of 746 
in killed, wounded, and missing. During the night General Hatch withdrew. 
On the 6 th of December General Foster obtained a position covering the 
Charleston and Savannah railroad, between the Coosawhatchie and Talifiony 
rivers. 

Hood, instead of following Sherman, continued his move northward, which 
seemed to me to be leading to his certain doom. At all events, had I had the 
power to command both armies, I should not have changed the orders under 
which he seemed to be acting. On the 26th of October the advance of Hood'fl 
army attacked the garrison at Decatur, Alabama, but failing to carry the place, 
withdrew towards Courtland, and succeeded, in the face of our cavaky, in 
effecting a lodgment on the north side of the Tennessee river, near Florence. 
On the 28th Forrest reached the Tennessee, at Fort Hieman, and captured a 
gunboat and three transports. On the 2d of November he planted Ibatteriefl 
above and below Johnsonville, on the opposite side of the river, isolating three 
gunboats and eight transports. On the 4th the enemy opened his batteries 
upon the place, and was replied to from the gunboats and the garrison. The 
gunboats Decerning disabled were set oi^ fire, as also were the transports, to 

Srevent their faUing into the hands of the enemy. About a million and a h^ 
oUars' worth of stores and property on the levee and in storehouses was cos- 
tumed by fire. On the 5th the enemy disappeared and crossed to the north 
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Bide of the Tennessee river, above Johnsonville, moving towards Clifton, and sub- 
sequently joined Hood. On the night of the 5th General Schofield, with the 
advance of the 23d corps, reached Johnsonville, but finding the enemy gone, 
was ordered to Pulaski, and put in command of all the troops there, with in- 
structioDB to watch the movements of Hood and retard his aclvance, but not to 
risk a general engagement until the arrival of General A. J. Smith's command 
from Missouri, and until General Wilson could get his cavalry remounted. 

On the 19th General Hood continued his advance. General Thomas, retarding 
bim as much as possible, fell back towards Nashville for the purpose of con- 
centrating his command and gaining time for the arrival of re-enforcements. 
The enemy coming up with our main force commanded by General Schofield, 
at Franklin, on the 30th, assaulted our works repeatedly during the afternoon 
until late at night, but were in every instance repulsed. His loss in this battle 
was 1,750 killed, 702 prisoners, and 3,800 wounded. Among his losses were 
BIX general officers killed, six wounded, and one captured. Our entire loss was 
2,300. This was the first serious opposition the enemy met with, and I am 
satisfied was the fatal blow to all his expectations. During the night General 
Schofield fell back towards Nashville. This left the field to the enemy — ^not 
lost by battle, but voluntarily abandoned — so that General Thomas's whole force 
might be brought together. The enemy followed up and commenced the estab- 
lishment of his line in front of Nashville on the 2d of December. 

As soon as it was ascertained that Hood was crossing the Tennessee river, 
and that Price was going out of Missouri, General Rosecrans was ordered to 
send to General Thomas the troops of General A. J. Smith's command and 
Buch other troops as he could spare. The advance of this re-enforcement 
reached Nashville on the 30th of November. 

On the morning of the 15th of December General Thomas attacked Hood in 
position, and, in a battle lasting two days, defeated and drove him from the 
field in the utmost confusion, leaving in our hands most of his artillery ^d 
many thousand prisoners, including four general officers. 

Before the battle of Nashville I grew very impatient over, as it appeared to 
me, the unnecessary delay. This impatience was increased upon learning that 
the enemy had sent a force of cavalry across the Cumberland into Kentucky. 
I feared Hood would cross his whole army and give us great trouble there. 
After urging upon General Thomas the necessity of immediately assuming the 
offensive, I started west to superintend matters there in person. Beaching 
Waiihmgton city, I received General Thomas's despatch announcing his attack 
upon the enemy, and the result as far as the battle had progressed. I was de- 
lighted. All fears and apprehensions were dispelled. I am not yet satisfied 
but that General Thomas, immediately upon the appearance of Hood before 
Nashville, and before he had time to fortify, should have moved out with his 
whole force and given him battle, instead of waiting to remount his cavalry, 
which delayed him until the inclemency of the weather made it impracticable 
to attack earlier than he did. Bat his final defeat of Hood was so complete 
that it will be accepted as a vindication of that distinguished officer's judgment. 

After Hood's defeat at Nashville he retreated, closely pursued by cavalry 
and infantry, to the Tennessee river, being forced to abanaon many pieces of 
artillery and most of his transportation. On the 28th of December our advance 
forces ascertained that he had made good his escape to the south side of the 
river. 

About this time, the rains having set in heavily in Tennessee and North Ala- 
bama, making it difficult to move army transportation and artillery, General 
Thomas stopped the pursuit by his main force at the Tennessee river. A small 
force of cavalry, under Colonel W. J. Palmer, fifteenth Pennsylvania volunteers, 
continued to follow Hood for some distance, capturing considerable transpor- 
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tation and the enemy's pontoon bridge. The details of these operations will be 
found dearlj set forth in General Thomas's report. 

A cavalry expedition, under Brevet Major Greneral Grierson, started from 
Memphis on the 2lBt of December. On the 25th he surprised and captured 
Forrest's dismounted camp at Verona, Mississippi, on the Mobile and Ohio raH- 
road, destroyed the railroad, sixteen cars loaded with wagons and pontoons for 
Hood's army, 4,000 new English carbines, and large amounts of public stores. 
On the morning of the 28th he attacked and captured a force of the enemy at 
Egypt, and destroyed a train of fourteen cars ; thence turning to the southwest, 
he struck the Mississippi Central railroad at Winona, destroyed the factories 
and large amounts of stores at Bankston, and the machine she pa and public 
property at Grenada, arriving at Vicksburg January 5. 

During these operations in Middle Tennessee, the enemy, with a force under 
General Breckinridge, entered East Tennessee. On the 13th of November he 
attacked General Gillem, near Morristown, capturing his artillery and several 
hundred prisoners. Gillem, with what was left of his command, retreated to 
Knoxville. Following up his success, Breckinridge moved to near Knoxville, 
but withdrew on the 18th, followed by General Ammen. Under the directions 
of General Thomas, General Stoncman concentrated the commands of Generals 
Burbridge and Gillem near Bean's Station, to operate against Breckinridge, 
and destroy or drive him into Virginia— destroy the salt-works at Saltville, and 
the railroad into Virginia as far as he could go without endangering his com- 
mand. On the 12th of December he commenced his movement, capturing and 
dispersing the enemy's forces wherever he met them. On the 16th he struck 
the enemy, under Vaughn, at Marion, completely routing and pursuing him to 
Wytheville, capturing all his artillery, trains, and 198 prisoners ; and destroyed 
Wytheville, with its stores and supplies, and the extensive lead-works near 
there. Returning to Marion, he met a force under Breckinridge, consisting, 
among other troops, of the garrison of Saltville, that had started in pursuit. 
He at once made arrangements to attack it the next morning ; but morning found 
Breckinridge gone. He then moved directly to Saltville, and destroyed the 
extensive salt-works at that place, a large amount of stores, and captured eight 
pieces of artillery. Having thus successfully executed his instructions, he re- 
turned General Burbridge to Lexington and General Gillem to Knoxville. 

Wilmington, North GJarclina, was the most impoitant sea-coast port left to 
the enemy through which to get supplies from abroad, and send cotton and 
other products out by blockade-runners, besides being a place of great strategic 
value. The navy had been making strenuous exertions to seal the harbor of 
Wilmington, but with only partial effect. The nature of the outlet of Cape Fear 
river was such that it required watching for so great a distance, that without 
possession of the land north of New inlet, or Fort Fisher, it was impossible for 
the navy to entirely close the harbor against the entrance of blockade-runners. 

To secure the possession of this land required the co-operation of a laud force, 
which I agreed to furnish. Immediately commenced the assemblage in Hamp- 
ton roads, under Admiral D. D. Porter, of the most formidable armada ever 
collected for concentration upon one given point. This necessarily attracted 
the attention of the enemy, as well as that of the loyal north ; and through the 
imprudence of the public press, and very likely of officers of both branches of 
service, the exact object of the expedition became a subject of common discus- 
sion in the newspapers both north and south. The enemy, thus warned, pre- 
pared to meet it. This caused a postponement of the expedition until the latter 
part of November, when, being again called upon by Hon. G. V. Fox, Assist- 
ant Secretary of the Navy, I agreed to furnish the men required at once, and 
went myself, in company with Major General Bu'ler, to Hampton roads, where 
wo had a conference with Admiral Porter as to the force required and the time 
of starting. A force of 6,500 men was regarded as sufficient. The time of 
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8tarting was not definitely arranged, but it was thought all would be ready by 
the 6tb of December, if not before. Learning on the 30th of November that 
Bragg had gone to Greorgia, taking with him most of the forces about Wilming- 
ton, I deemed it of the utmost importance that the expedition should reach its 
destination before the return of Bragg, and directed General Butler to make 
all arraugements for the departure of Major General Weitzel, who had been 
designated to command the land forces, so that the navy might not be detained 
one moment. 

On the 6th of December the following instructions were given : 

" Cfty PoiXT, Va., December 6, 1864. 

*• General : The first object of the expedition under General Weitzel is to close to the enemy 
the port of Wilmington. If successful iu this, the second will be to capture Wilmington itself. 
There are reasonable erounds to hope for success, if advantage can oe taken of the absence 
of the greater part of the enemy's forces now looking after Shennan in Georgia. The direc- 
tions you have given for the numbers and equipment of the expedition are all right, except 
in the nnimportant matter of w^here they embark and the amount of intrenching tools to be 
taken. The object of the expedition will be gained by eflTecting a landing on the main land 
between Cape Fear river and the Atlantic, north of the north entrance to the rivef. Should 
such landing be effected whilst the enemy still holds Fort Fisher and the batteries guarding 
the entrance to the river, then the troops should intrench themselves, and, by co-operating 
with the navy, effect the reduction and capture of those places. These in our hands, the 
navy could enter the harbor, and the port of Wilmington would be sealed. Should Fort 
Fisher and the point of land on which it is built fall into the hands of our troops immedi- 
ately on landing, then it will lie worth the attempt to capture Wilmington by a forced march 
and surprise. If time is consumed in gaining ttie first object of the expedition, the second 
will become a matter of after consideration. 

"The details for execution are intrusted to you and the officer immediately in command of 
the troops. 

** Should the troops under General Weitzel fail to effect a landing at or near Fort Fisher, 
they will be returned to the annies operating against Richmond without delay. 

** U. S. GRANT, Lieutenant General. 

" Major General B. F. Butler." 

General Butler commanding the army from which the troops were taken for 
this enterprise, and the territory within which they were to operate, military 
courtesy required that all orders and instructions should go through him. They 
were so sent ; but General Weitzel has since oflScially informed me that he never 
received the foregoing instructions, nor was he aware of their existence until 
he read General Butler*s published oflScial report of the Fort Fisher failure, 
with my indorsement and papers accompanying it. I had no idea of General 
Butler's accompanying the expedition until the evening before it got off from 
Bermuda Hundred, and then did not dream but that General Weitzel had re- 
ceived all the instructions, and would be in command. I rather formed the idea 
that General Butler was actuated by a desire to witness the effect of the explo- 
sion of the powder-boat. The expedition was detained several days at Hamp- 
ton roads, awaiting the loading of the powder-boat. 

The importance of getting the Wilmington expedition off without any delay, 
with or without the powder-boat, had been urged upon General Butler, and he 
advised to so notify Admiral Porter. 

The expedition finally got off on the 13th of December, and arrived at the 
place of rendezvous, off New inlet, near Fort Fisher, on the evening of the 1 5th. 
Admiral Porter arrived on the evening of the 18th, having put in at Beaufort 
to get ammunition for the monitors. The sea becoming rough, making it diffi- 
cult to land troops, and the supply of water and coal being about exhausted, 
the transport fleet put back to Beaufort to replenish ; this, with the state of the 
weather, delayed the return to the place of rendezvous until the 24th. The 
powder-boat was exploded on the morning of the 24th, before the return of 
General Butler from Beaufort ; but it would seem from the notice taken of it 
in the southern newspapers that the enemy were never enlightened as to the 
object of the explosion until they were informed by the northern press. 
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On the 25th a landing was effected without opposition, and a reconnoiseance, 
nnder Brevet Brigadier General Curtis, pushed up towards the fort But hefore 
receiving a full report of the result of this reconnoissance, General Butler, in 
direct violation of the instructions given, ordered the re-embarcation of the 
troops and the return of the expedition. 

The re-embarcation was accomplished by the morning of the 27th. 

On the return of the expedition, officers and men — among them Brevet Major 
General (then Brevet Brigadier General) M. R. Curtis, First Lieutenant G. W. 

Ross, regiment Vermont volunteers. First Lieutenant George W. Walling 

and Second Lieutenant George Simpson, 142d New York volunteers — volunta- 
rily reported to me that when recalled they were nearly into the fort, and, in 
their opinion, it could have been taken without much loss. 

Soon after the return of the expedition, I received a despatch from the Secre- 
tary of the Navy, and a letter from Admiral Porter, informing me that the fleet 
was still off Fort Fisher, and expressing the conviction that, under a proper 
leader, the place could be taken. The natural supposition with me was that, 
when the troops abandoned the expedition, the navy would do so also. Find- 
lug it had not, however, I answerea on the 30tli of December, advising Admiral 
Porter to hold on, and that I would send a force and make another attempt to 
take the place. This time I selected Brevet Major General (now Major General) 
A. H. Terry to command the expedition. The troops composing it consisted of 
the same that composed the former, with the addition of a small brigade, num- 
bering about 1,500, and a small siege train. The latter it was never found 
necessary to laud. I communicated direct to the commander of the expedition 
the following instructions : 

** City Point, Va., Jamuarff 3, 1865. 

" General : The expedition intrusted to jotir command has been fitted ont to renew the 
attempt to capture Fort Fisher, N. C, and Wilminjrton ultimately, if the fort falls. You 
will, then, proceed with us little delay as possible to the naval tiovt lying off Cape Fear river, 
and rc|)ort the arrival of yourself and command to Admiral D. D. Porter, commanding North 
Atlantic blockading squadron. 

** It if exceedingly desirable that the most complete understanding should exist between 
yourself and the naval commander. I suggest, therefore, that you consult with Admiral 
Sorter freely and get from him the part to be performed by each branch of the public service, 
so that there may oe unity of action. It would be well to have the whole programme laid 
down in writing. I have served with Admiral Porter, and know that you can rely on bis 
judgment and his nerve to undertake what he proposes. I would, therefore, defer to him as 
much as is consistent with your own responsibilities. The first object to be attained is to get 
a firm position on the spit of land on which Fort Fisher is built, from which you can operate 
against that fort. You want to look to the practicability of receiving your supplies, and to 
defending yourself against superior forces sont against you bv any of the avenues left open 
to the enemy. If such a position can be obtained, the siege of Fort Fisher will not be aban- 
doned until its reduction is accomplished or another plan of campaign is ordered from these 
headquarters. 

**My own views are that, if you effect a landing, the navy ought to run a portion of their 
fleet into Cape Fear river, while the balance of it operates ou the outride. Land forces can* 
not invest Fort Fisher, or cut it off from supplies or rc-cnforcemeuts, while the riyer is in 
possession of the enemy. 

*^ A siege train will be loaded on vessels and sent to Fort Monroe, in readiness to be sent 
to you if required. All other supplies can be drawn from Beaufort as you need them. 

** Keep the fleet of vessels with you until your position Is assured. When you find they 
can be spared, order them back, or such of them as you can spare, to Fort Monroe, to report 
for orders. 

*^ In case of failure to effect a landing, bring your command back to Beaufort, and report 
tot hese headquarters for further instructions. You will not debark at Beaufort until so 
directed. 

" General Sheridan has been ordered to send a division of troops to Baltimore, and place 
them on sea-going vessels. These troops will be brought to Fort Monroe and kept there on 
the vessels until you are heard from. Sliould you require them they will be sent to you. 

'' U. S. GEAJST, Lieutenant Gtrntrtl, 

"Brevet Major General A. H. Terry." 
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Lieutenant Colonel 0. B. Comstock, aide-de-camp, (now brevet brigadier gene- 
ral,) who accompanied the former expedition, was assigned in orders as chief 
engineer to this. 

It will be seen that these instructions did not differ materially from those 
given for the first expedition ; and that in neither instance was there an order 
to assault* Fort Fisher. This was a matter left entirely to the discretion of the 
commandiiig officer. 

The expedition sailed from Fort Monroe on the morning of the 6th, arriving 
on the rendezvous, off Beaufort, on the 8th, where, owing to the difficulties of 
the weather, it lay until the morning of the 12th, when it got under way and 
reached its destination that evening. Under cover of the fleet the disembarca- 
tion of the troops commenced on the morning of the 13th, and by 3 o'clock 
p. m. was completed without loss. On the 14th a reconnoissance was pushed 
to within five hundred yards of Fort Fisher, and a small advance work taken 
postfc^sion of and turned into a defensive line against any attempt that might 
be made from the fort. This reconnoissance disclosed the fact that the front of 
the work had been seriously injured by the navy fire. In the afternoon of the 
15lh the fort was assaulted, and after most desperate fighting was captured with 
its entire garrison and armament. Thus was secured, by the combined efforts 
of the navy and army, one of the most important successes of the war. Our loss 
was — killed, 110; wounded, 536. On the 16th and 17th the enemy abandoned 
and blew up Foi*t Caswell and the works on Smith's island, which were imme- 
diately occupied by us. This gave us entire control of the mouth of the Cape 
Fear river. 

At my request Major General B. F. Butler was relieved, and Major General 
E. O. C. Ord assigned to the conmiand of the department of Virginia and North 
Carolina. 

The defence of the line of the Tennessee no longer requiring the force which 
had beaten and nearly destroyed the only army threatening it, I determined to 
find other fields of operation for General Thomas's surplus troops — fields from 
which thev would co-operate with other movements. General Thomas was 
then fore airected to collect all troops, not essential to hold his communications, 
at Eastport, in readiness for orders. On the 7th of January General Thomas 
was directed, if he was assured of the departure of Hood south from Corinth, to 
send General Schofield with his corps east with as little delay as possible. 
This direction was promptly complied with, and the advance of the corps 
reached Washington on the 23d of the same month, whence it was sent to Fort 
Fisher and Newbem. On the 26th he was directed to send General A. J. Smith's 
command and a division of cavalry to report to General Canby. By the 7th of 
February the whole force was en route for its destination. 

The State of North Carolina was constituted into a military department, and 
General Schofield assigned to command, and placed under the orders of Major 
General Sherman. The following instructions were given him: 

"City Point, VmoiNiA, January 31, 1865. 
"General: • • • Your movements are intended as co-operativo 

with Sherman's thronph the States of South and North Carolina. The first point to be 
attained is to secure Wilmington. Goldsboro* will then be your objective pomt, moving 
either from Wilmington or Newbem, or both, as you deem best. Should you not be able to 
reach Goldsboro*, you will advance on the line or lines of railway connecting that place 
with the sea-coast — as near to it as you can, building the road behind you. The enterprise 
under you has two objects : the first is to give General Sherman material aid, if needed, in 
his march north : the second, to open a base of supplies for him on his line of march. As 
•oon, therefore, as you can determine which of the two points, Wilmington or Newbem, you 
can best use for throwing supplies from to the interior, you will commence the accumulation 
of twenty days' rations ana forage for 60,000 men and 20,000 animals. You will get of 
these as many as you can house and protect to such point in the interior as you may be able 
to occupy. I believe General Palmer has received some instructions direct from General 
Sherman on the subject of 8ecurii% supplies for his army. You can learn what steps be has 
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taken, and be governed in your requisitions accordingly. A supply of ordnance stores will 
also be necessary. 

*'Makc all requisitions upon the chiefs of their respective departments in the field with me 
at City Point. Comniuuicute with me by every opportunity, and should you deem it neces- 
sary at any time, send a special boat to i ortress Monroe, from which point you can comma- 
nicate by telesrraph. 

" The supplies referred to in these instructions are exclusive of those required for your own 
command. 

'*The movements of the enemy may justify, or even make it your imperative duty to cut 
loose from your base and strike for the interior to aid Sherman. In such case you will act 
on your own judgment, without waiting for instnictions. You will report, however, what 
you purpose doins^. The details for carrying out these instructions are necessarily left to 
you. 1 would urge, however, if I did not know that you are already fully alive to the im- 
portance of it, prompt action. Sherman may be looked for in the neighborhood of Guldsboro* 
any time from the 22d to the 28th of February ; this limits vour time very materially. 

*'If rolling stock is not secured in the capture of Wilmington, it can be supplied from 
Washington. A large force of railroad men have already been sent to Beaufort, and other 
mechanic;) will go to Fort Fisher in a day or two. On this point I have informed you by 
telegraph. 

'*U. S. GRANT, Lieutenant General 

"Major General J. M. Schofield." 

Previous to giving these instructions I bod visited Fort Fisher, accompanied 
by General Scbofield, for the purpose of seeing for myself the condition of 
things, and personally conferring with General Terry and Admiral Porter as to 
what was best to be done. 

Anticipating the arrival of General Sherman at Savannah — ^his army entirely 
foot-loose, Hood being then before Nashville, Tennessee, the southern railroads 
destroyed, so that it would take several months to re-establish a through line 
from west to east, and regarding the capture of Lee's army as the most impor- 
tant operation towards closing the rebellion — I sent orders to General Sherman^ 
on the 6th of December, that after establishing a base on the sea-coast, with 
necessary garrison to include all his artillery and cavalry, to come by water to 
City Point with the balance of his command. 

On the 18th of December, having received information of the defeat and 
utter rout of Hood's army by General Thomas, and that, owing to the great 
diflSculty of procuring ocean transportation, it would take over two months to 
transport Sherman's army, and doubting whether he might not contribute as 
much towards the desired result by operating from where he was, I wrote to him 
to that effect, and asked him for his views as to what would be best to do. A few 
days after this I received a communication from General Sherman, of date 16th 
December, acknowledging the receipt of my order of the 6th, and informing roe 
of his preparations to carry it into effect as soon as he could get transportation. 
Also that he had expected, upon reducing Savannah, instantly to march to 
Columbia, South Carolina, thence to Raleigh, and thence to report to me; but 
that this would consume about six weeks' time after the fall of Savannah, 
whereas by sea he could probably reach me by the middle of January. The 
confidence he manifested in this letter of being able to march up and join me 
pleased me, and, without waiting for a reply to my letter of the 18th, I directed 
him, on the 28th of December, to make preparations to start, as he propofied, 
without delay, to break up the railroads in North and South Carolina and join 
the armies operating against Richmond as soon as he could. 

On the Slst of January I informed General Sherman that I had ordered the 
23d corps, Major General Schofield commanding, east; that it numbered ahoat 
21,000 men; that we had at Fort Fisher about 8,000 men; at Newbern ahont 
4,000; that if Wilmington was aiptured. General Schofield would go there; if 
not, he would be sent to Newbern; that, in either event, all the surplus force at 
both points would move to the interior towards Goldsboro', in co-operation with 
his movement; that from either point railroad communication could be run out; 
and that all these troops would be subject to his orders as he came into commoni- 
cation with them. • 
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In obedience to his instructions, General Schofield proceeded to reduce Wil- 
mington, North Carolina, in co-operation with the navy under Admiral Porter, 
moving his forces up both sides of the Cape Fear river. Fort Anderson, the 
enemy 'si main defence on the west bank of the river, was occupied on the morn- 
ing of the 19th, the enemy having evacuated it after our appearance before it. 

After fighting on the 20th and 21st, our troops en terea Wilmington on the 
morning of the 22d, the enemy having retreated towards Goldsboro' during the 
night. Preparations were at once made for a movement on Goldsboro' in two 
columns— one from Wilmington, and the other from Newbem — and to repair the 
railroads leading there from each place, as well as to supply General Sherman by 
Cape Fear river, toward Fayetteville, if it became necessary. The column from 
Newbern was attacked on the 8th of March at Wise's Forks, and driven back 
with the loss of several hundred prisoners. On the ] 1th the enemy renewed his 
attack upon our intrenched position, but was repulsed with severe loss, and fell 
back during the night. On the 14th the Neuse river was crossed and Kinston, 
occupied, and on the 21st Goldsboro' was entered. The column from Wil- 
mington reached Cox's bridge, on the Neuse river, ten miles above Goldsboro', 
on the 22d. 

By the Ist of February General Sherman's whole army was in motion from 
Savannah. He captured Columbia, South Carolina, on the 17th ; thence moved 
on Goldsboro', North Carolina, via Fayetteville, reaching the latter place on the 
12th of March, opening up communication with General Schofiela by way of 
Cape Fear river. On the 15th he resumed his march on Goldsboro'. He met a 
force of the enemy at Averysboro', and after a severe fight defeated and com- 

{)elled it to retreat. Our loss in the engagement was about 600. The enemy's 
088 was much greater. On the 18th the combined forces of the enemy, under 
Joe Johnston, attacked his advance at Benton ville, capturing three guns and 
driving it back upon the main body. General Slocum, who was in the advance, 
ascertaining that the whole of Johnston's armv was in the front, arranged his 
troops on the defensive, intrenched himself, and awaited re-enforcements, which 
were pushed forward. On the night of the 2 Ist the enemy retreated to Smith- 
field, leaving his dead and wounded in our hands. From there Sherman con- 
tinued to Goldsboro', which place had been occupied by General Schofield on the 
2l8t, (crossing the Neuse river ten miles above there, at Cox's bridge, where 
General Terry had got possession and thrown a pontoon bridge, on the 22d,) 
thus forming a junction with the columns from Newbem and Wilmington. 

Among the important fruits of this campaign was the fall of Charleston, South 
Carolina. It was evacuated by the enemy on the night of the 17th of February, 
and occupied by our forces on the 18th. 

On the morning of the 31st of Januaiy General Thomas was directed to send 
a cavalry expedition under General Stoneman from East Tennessee, to penetrate 
South Carolina well down towards Columbia, to destroy the railroads and mili- 
tary resources of the country, and return, if he was able, to East Tennessee, by 
way of Salisbury, North Carolina, releasing our prisoners there, if possible. Of 
the feasibility of this latter, however. General Stoneman was to judge. Sher- 
man's movements, I had no doubt, would attract the attention of all the force the 
enemy could collect and facilitate the execution of this. General Stoneman was 
60 late in making his start on this expedition, (and Sherman having passed out 
of the State of South Carolina,) on the 27th of February I directed General 
Thomas to change his course, and ordered him to repeat his raid of last fall, de- 
stroying the railroad towards Lynchburg as far as he could. This would keep 
him between our garrisons in East Tennessee and the enemy. I regarded it not 
impossible that in the event of the enemy being driven from Richmond he might 
fall back to Lynchburg and attempt a raid north through East Tennessee. On the 
14th of February the following communication was sent to General Thomas: 
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**CiTY Ponrr, Va., Ftbrwary 14, 1865. 

*' General Canbj is preparinj^ a moyement from Mobile bay ag^nst Mobile and the interior 
of Alabama. His force will consist of about 20, 000 men, besides A. J. Smithes commaQd. 
The CAvalry you have sent to Canby will be debarked at Vicksburg. It, with the available 
cavalry already in that section, will move from there eastward, in co*operatioii. Hood's army 
has been terribly reduced by the severe punishment you gave it in Tennessee, by desertion 
consequent upon their defeat, and now by the withdrawal of many of them to oppose Sher- 
man. (I take it a large portion of the infantry has been so withdrawn. It is so asserted in 
the Richmond papers, and a member of the rebel Confess said a few days since in a speech, 
that onc-halC of it had been brought to South Carolina to oppose Sherman.) This being 
true, or even if it is not true, Canby's movement will attract all the attention of the enemy, 
and leave the advance from your stand-point easy. I think it advisable, therefore, that you 
prepare as much of a cavalry force as you can spare, and hold it in readiness to go south. The 
object would be three-fold : first, to attract as much of the enemy's force as possible to insure 
success to Canby ; second, to destroy the enemy's line of communications and militanr re- 
sources ; third, to destroy or capture their forces brought into the field. Tuscaloosa and Sel- 
ma would probably be the points to direct the expedition against. This, however, would 
not bo so important as the mere fact of penetrating deep into Alabama. Discretion shonld 
be left to the officer commanding the expedition to go where, according to the information 
he may receive, he will best secure the oujects named above. 

"Now that your force has been so much depleted, I do not know what number of men 
you can put into the field. If not more than 5, IKX) men, however, all cavalry, I think it will 
be sufficient. It is not desirable that you should start this expedition until the one leaving 
Vicksburg has been three or four days out, or even a week. I do not know when it will start, 
but will inform you by telegraph as soon as I loam. If you should hear through other soure«i 
before hearing from me, you can act on the information received. 

"To insure success, your cavalry should go with as little wagon train as possible, relying 
upon the country for supplies. I would also reduce the number of guns to a battery, or the 
number of batteries, anu put the extra teams to the guns taken. No guns or caissons should 
be taken with less than eight horses. 

** Please inform me by telegraph, on receipt of this, what force you thSnk you wiU be 
to send under these directions. 

"U. S. GRANT, LiamUnatU GeueraL 

"Major General G. H. Thomas.'* 

On the 15th he was directed to start the expedition as soon after the 20th as 
he could get it off. 

I deemed it of the ntmost importance, before a general movement of the 
armies operating against Richmond, that all communications with the city, 
north of James river, should be cut off. The enemy having withdrawn the 
bulk of his force from the Shenandoah valley and sent it south, or replaced 
troops sent from Richmond, and desiriDg to re-enforce Sherman, if practicable, 
whose cavalry was greatly inferior in numbers to that of the enemy, I dete> 
mined to make a move from the Shenandoah, which, if successful, would Mr 
complish the first at least, and possibly the latter of these objects. I therefore 
telegraphed General Sheridan as follows : 

" CrrY Point, Va., FebrKary 20, 1865—1 p. m. 

"General: As soon as it is possible to travel I think you will have no diflSculty aliont 
reaching^ Lynchburg with a cavalry force alone. From there you could destroy the railn*^ 
and canal in every direction, so as to be of no further use to the rebellion. Sufficient cavslry 
should be left behind to look after Mosby*s (rang. From Lynchburg, if information J<n 
might get there would justify it, you could strike south, heading the streams in Virginis to 
the westward of Danville, and push on and join General Sherman. This additional ni^ 
with one now about starting from East Tennessee under Stoneman, numbering four or fivo 
thousand cavalry, one from Vicksburg, numl)ering seven or eight thousand cavalry, one 
from Eastport, Mississippi, ten thousand cavalry, Canby from Mobile bay with about thiit^* 
eight thousand mixed troops, these three latter pushing for Tuscaloosa, Selma, and Mont- 
gomery, and Sherman with a large army eating out the vitals of South Carolina, is all that 
will be wanted to leave nothing for the rebellion to stand upon. I would advise you to oye^ 
come great obstacles to accomplish this. Charleston was evacuated on Tuesday last. 

*' U. S. GRAirr, LiemUtwHt Gtntrd. 

*' Major General P. H. Sheridan." 

On the 25th I received a despatch from General Sheridan, inqniring when 
Sherman was aiming for, and if I could give him definite information as to the 
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points be might be expected to move on tbis side of Gbarlotte, Nortb Carolina. 
In answer tbe following telegram was sent him : 

"City Point, Va., February 25, 1865. 

"General: Sherman's movements will depend on the amount of opposition he meets 
with from the enemy. If strongly opposed, he may possibly have to fall bacK to Greorgetown, 
8. C, and fit out for a new start. I think, however, all danger for the necessity of going to 
that point has passed. I believe he has passed Charlotte. He may take Fayetteville on his 
way to Goldsboro*. If you reach Lynchburg, you will have to be guided in your after move- 
ments by the information you obtain. Before you could possibly reach Sherman, I think you 
would find him moving from Goldsboro' towards Raleign, or engaging the enemy strongly 
post^ at one or the other of these places, with railroad communications opened from ms 
army to Wilmington or Newbem. 

"U. S. GRA17T, LUutenant General. 

"Major General P. H. SHERroAN." 

General Sberidan moved from Winchester on tbe 27tb of February, with two 
divisions of cavalry, numbering about 5,000 each. On tbe 1st of March he 
secured the bridge, which tbe enemy attempted to destroy, across tbe middle 
fork of tbe Shenandoah, at Mount Crawford, and entered Staunton on tbe 2d, tbe 
enemy having retreated on Waynesboro*. Thence be pushed on to Waynes- 
boro', where be found tbe enemy in force in an intrencbea position, under Gen- 
eral Early. Without stopping to make a reconnoissance, an immediate attack 
was made, tbe position was carried, and 1,600 prisoners, 11 pieces of artillery, 
with horses ana caissons complete, 200 wagons and teams loaded with subsist- 
ence, and 17 battle flags, were captured. Tbe prisoners, under an escort of 
1,500 men, were sent back to Winchester. Thence be marched on Charlottes- 
ville, destroying e£fectually tbe railroad and bridges as be went, which place 
he reached on the 3d. Here be remained two days, destroying the railroad 
toward Richmond and Lynchburg, including tbe large iron bridges over tbe 
nortb and south forks of tbe Rivanna river, and awaiting the arrival of bis 
trains. Tbis necessary delay caused him to abandon the idea of capturing 
Lynchburg. On tbe morning of tbe 6tb, dividing bis force into two columns, 
he sent one to Scottsville, whence it marched up the James River canal to New 
Market, destroying every lock, and in many places the bank of the canal. 
From here a force was pushed out from this column to Duiguidsville, to obtain 
possession of tbe bridge across tbe James river at that place, but failed. The 
enemy burned it on our approach. The enemy also burned the bridge across 
the river at Hardwicksville. The other column moved down the railroad toward 
Lynchburg, destroying it as far as Amherst Court-House, sixteen miles from 
Lynchburg ; thence across the country, uniting with tbe column at New Market. 
The river being very high, his pontoons would not reach across it; and the 
enemy having destroyed the bridges by which he had hoped to cross the river 
and get on the South Side railroad about Farmville, and destroy it to Appo- 
mattox Court-House, the only thing left for him was to return to Winchester or 
strike a base at tbe White House. Fortunately, be chose the latter. From 
New Market he took up bis line of march, following the canal towards Rich- 
mond, destroying every lock upon it and cutting tbe banks wherever practicable, 
to a point eight miles east of Goochland, concentrating tbe whole force at Columbia 
on the 10th. Here he rested one day, and sent through by scouts information 
of his whereabouts and purposes, and a request for supplies to meet him at 
White House, which reached me on the night of tbe 12tb. An infantry force 
was immediately sent to get possession of White House, and supplies were 
forwarded.' Moving from Columbia in a direction to threaten Richmond, to near 
Ashland Station, be crossed the Annas, and after having destroyed all the bridges 
and many miles of the railroad, proceeded down tbe north bank of tbe Pamunkj 
lo White House, which place be reached on the 19tb. 

PrevioiiB to this the following communication was sent to General Thomafl s 
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" Cmr Point, Va., March 7, 1865—9.30 a. m. 

** General: I think it will be advisable now for you to repair the railroad in East Ten- 
ncsKoe, and throw a good force up to BuU'b Gap and fortify there. Supplies at Kuux^ille 
could always be got forward as required. With Bull's Gap fortified, you can occupy asont- 
posts about all of East Tennessee, and be prepared, if it should be required of you in the 
spring, to make a campaign towards Lynchburg, or into North Carolina. I do not think 
Stoneinan should break the road until he gets into Virginia, unless it should be to cut off 
rolling stock that may be caught west of that. 

**U. S. GRANT, LUutemaut General. 

"Major General G. H. Thomas." 

Thus it will be seen that in March, 1865, General Gauby was moving an ade- 
quate force against Mobile and the army defending it under General Dick 
Taylor; Thomas was pushing out two large and well-appointed cavalry expe- 
ditions^-one from Middle Tennessee under Brevet Major General Wilson against 
the enemy's vital points in Alabama, the other fix)m East Tennessee under Major 
General Stonemau towards Lynchburg — and assembling the remainder of bis 
available forces, preparatory to offensive operations from East Tennessee; Gen- 
eral Sheridan's cavalry was at White House ; the armies of the Potomac and 
James were confronting the enemy under Lee in his defences of Richmond and- 
Petersburg; General Sherman with his armies, re-enforced by that of General 
Schofield, was at Goldsboro'; General Pope was making preparations for a 
spnng campaign against the enemy under Kirby Smith and Price, west of the 
Mississippi ; and General Hancock was concentrating a force in the vicinity of 
Winchester, Virginia, to guard against invasion or to operate offensively, ta 
might prove necessary. 

After the long march by General Sheridan's cavalry over winter roads, it 
was necessary to rest and refit at White House. At this time the greatest 
source of uneasiness to me was the fear that the enemy would leave his strong 
lines about Petersburg and Richmond for the purpose of uniting with Johnston, 
before he was driven from them by battle, or I was prepared to make an effec- 
tual pursuit. On the 24th of March General Sheridan moved from White Hoiue, 
crossed the James river at Jones's landing, and formed a junction with tbe 
army of the Potomac in front of Petersburg on the 27th. During this move 
General Ord sent forces to cover the crossings of the Ghickahominy. 

On the 24th of March the following instructions for a general movement of 
the armies operating against Richmond were issued : 

" Cmr Point, Va., March 24, 1865. 

** General: On the 29th instant the armies operating aeainst Richmond will be moved bj 
our left for the double purpose of turning the eneuiv out of his present position around Peters* 
burg, and to insure the success of tlie cavalry under General Sheridan, which will start at 
the same time, in its efforts to reach and dcHtroj the South Side and Danville railroads. 
Two corps of the arm j of the Potomac will be moved at first in two columns, taking tbe 
two roads crossing Hatcher*s nin nearest where the present line held bj ns strikes that 
stream, both moving towards Dinwiddle Court-House. 

**The cavalry under General Sheridan, joined by the division now under General Davies, 
will move at the same time by the Weldon road and the Jerusalem plank road, tumiog 
west from the latter before crossing the Nottoway, and west with the whole column bcfow 
reaching Stony creek. General bheridan will then move independently, under other in* 
structions which will be given him. All dismounted cavalry belon|^|^ to tbe army of tbe 
Potomac, and the dismounted CAvalry from the middle muitarT division not reouired for 
guarding property belonging to their arm of service, will report to Brigadier General jBenham, 
to be added to the defences of City Point. Major General Parke wiU be left in command of 
all the army left for holding the lines about Petersburg and City Point, subject, of course, to 
orders from the commander of the army of the Potomac. The 9th army corps wiU be left 
intaet to hold the present line of works so long as the whole line now occupied oy as is held. 
If, however, the troops to the left of the 9th corps are withdrawn, then the left of the coipi 
may be thrown back so as to occupy the position held by the army prior to the capture ef 
the Weldon^road. All troops to the left of tne 9th corps will be held in readiness to moveai 
the shortest notice by such route as may be designated when the order is given. 
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** General Ord will detach three divisions, two white and one colored, or so much of them 
as he can, and hold his present lines, and march for the present left of the army of the 
Potomac. In the absence of further orders, or until further orders are given, the white divi- 
sions will follow the left column of the army of the Potomac, and the colored divisipn the 
ri{rht column. During the movement Major General Weitzel will be lell in command of all 
the forces remaining behind from the army of the James. 

*' The movement of troops from the army of the James will commence on the night of the 
27th instant. General Ord will leave behind the minimum number of cavalry necessary for 
picket duty, in the absence of the main army. A cavalry expedition from General Ord's 
coumiand will also be started trom Suffolk, to leave there on Saturday, the 1st of April, under 
Colonel Sumner, for the purpose of cutting the railroad about Hicksford. This, if accom- 
plished, will have to be a surprise, and therefore from three to five hundred men will be suf- 
ficient. They should, however, be supported by all the infantry that can be spared from 
Norfolk and Portsmouth, as far out as to where the cavah'v crosses the Blackwater. The 
crossing should probably be at Uniten. Should Colonel Sumner succeed in reaching the 
Weldou road he will be instructed to do all the damage possible to the triangle ofVoads be- 
tween Hicksford, Weldon, and Gaston. The railroad bridge at Weldon being fitted up for 
the passage of carriages, it might be practicable to destroy any accumulation of supplies the 
enemy may have collected south of the Roanoke. All the troops will move with four days' 
rations in haversacks, and eight days' in wagons. To avoid as much hauling as possible, 
and to give the army of the James the same number of days' supply with the army of the 
Potomac, General Ord will direct his commissary and quartermaster to have sufficient sup- 
plies delivered at the terminus of the road to fill up in passing. Sixty rounds of ammuni- 
tion per man will be taken in wagons, and as much grain as the transportation on hand will 
cany, after taking the specified amount of other supplies. The densely wooded country in 
which the army has to operate making the use of much artillery impracticable, the amount 
taken with the anny will be reduced to six or eight guns to each division, at the option of 
the army commanders. 

"All necessary preparations for carrying these directions into operation maybe commenced 
at once. The reserves of the 9th corps should be massed as much as possible. Whilst I 
would not now order an unconditional attack on the enemy's line by them, they should be 
ready, and should make the attack if the enemy weakens his line in their front, without 
waiting for orders. In case they carry the line, then the whole of the 9th corps could follow 
ap, so as to join or co-operate with the balance of the army. To prepare for this, the 9th 
corps will have rations issued to them, same as the balance of the army. General Weitzel 
will keep vigilant watch upon his front, and if found at all practicable to break through at 
any point, he will do so. A success north of the James should be followed up with gi'eat 

Eromptness. An attack will not be feasible unless it is found that the enemy has detached 
ii^fy. In that cai>e it may be regarded as evident that the enemy are relying upon their 
local reserves, principally, tor the defence of Richmond. Preparations may be made for 
abandoning all the line north of the James, exce{)t enclosed works — only to be abandoned, 
kowever, after a break is made in the lines of the enemy. 

" By these instructions a large part of the armies operating against Richmond is left be- 
hind. The enemy, knowing tins, may, as an only chance, strip their lines to the merest 
skeleton, in the hope of advantage not being taken of it, whilst they hurl everything against 
the moving column, and return. It cannot oe impressed too strongly upon commanders of 
troops left in the trenches not to allow this to occur without taking advanta^ of it. The 
very fact of the enempr coming out to attack, if he does so, might be regarded as almost 
conclusive evidence ot such a weakening of his lines. I would have it particularly enjoined 
upon corps commanders tliat, in case ol an att&ck from the enemy, those not attacked are 
nut to wait for orders from the commanding officer of the army to which they belong, but 
that they will move promptly, and notify the commander of their action. I would also en- 
join the same action on the part of division commanders when other parts of their corps are 
engaged. In like manner. I would urge the importance of following up a repulse of the 
enemy. 

"U. S. GRANT, Lieutenant General. 
"Miyor Generals Meade, Ord, and Sheridan." 

Early on the morning of the 25th the enemy assaulted our lines in front of 
the 9th corps (which held from the Appomattox river towards our left) and 
carried Fort Steadman, and a part of the line to the right and left of it, established 
themuelves and turned the guns of the fort against us ; but our troops on either 
flank held their ground until the reserves were brought up, when the enemy was 
driven back with a heavy loss in killed and wounded and 1»900 prisoners. Our 
loss was 68 killed, 337 wounded, and 506 missing. General Meade at once 
ordered the other corps to advance and feel the enemy in their respective fronts. 
Poshing forward, they captured and held the enemy's strongly intrenched 
picket line in front of the 2d and 6th corps, and 834 prisoners. The enemy 
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made desperate attempts to retake this line, but without success. Our loss in 
front of these was 52 killed, 864 wounded, and 207 missing. The enemy's loss 
in killed and wounded was far greater. 

General Sherman having got his troops all quietly in camp about Goldsboro', 
and his preparations for furnishing supplies to them perfected, visited me at 
City Point on the 27th of March, and stated that he would be ready to move, 
as he had previously written me, by the 10th of April, fully equipped and 
rationed for twenty days, if it should become necessary to bring his command to 
bear against Lee's army, in co-operation with our forces in front of Richmond 
and Petei-sburg. General Sherman proposed in this movement to threaten 
Raleigh, and then, by turning suddenly to the right, reach the Roanoke at Gaston 
or thereabouts, whence he could move on to the Richmond and Danville railroad, 
striking it in the vicinity of Burkcsville, or join the armies operating against 
Richmond, as might be deemed best. This plan he was directed to carry into 
execution, if he received no further directions in the mean time. I explained to 
himr the movement I had ordered to commence on the 29th of March. That if 
it should not prove as entirely successful as I hoped, I would cut the cavalry 
loose to destroy the Danville and South Side railroads, and thus deprive the 
enemy of further supplies, and also prevent the rapid concentration of Lee's and 
Johnston's armies. 

I had spent days of anxiety lest each morning should bring the report that 
the enemy had retreated the night before. I was firmly convinced that Sher- 
man's crossing the Roanoke would be the signal for Lee to leave. With John- 
ston and him combined, a long, tedious, and expensive campaign, consuming 
most of the summer, might become necessary. By moving out I would put 
the army in better condition for pursuit, and would at least, by the destruction 
of the Danville road, retard the concentration of the two armies of Lee and 
Johnston, and cause the enemy to abandon much material that he might 
otherwise save. I therefore determined not to delay the movement ordered. 

On the night of the 27th Major General Ord, with two divisions of the 24th 
corps. Major General Gibbon commanding, and one division of the 25th corps, 
Brigadier General Bimoy commanding, and McKenzie's cavalry, took up his 
line of march in pursuance of the foregoing instructions, and reached the position 
assigned him near Hatcher's run on the morning of the 29th. On the 28th 
the following instructions were given to General Sheridan : 

"Cmr Point, Va., March 28, 1865. 

* * General : The 5th army corps will move by the Vaughn road at 3 a. m. to-morrow morn- 
ing. Tlie 2d moves at about 9 a. m., having but about three miles to march to reach the ^t 
designated for it to take on the right of the 5th corps, after the latter reaching Dinwiddle 
Court-Uouse. Move your cavalry at as early an hour as you can, and without being con- 
fined to any particular road or roads. You may g^ out by the nearest roads in rear of the 
5th corps, pass by its left, and, passing near to or through Dinwiddie, reach the right and 
rear of the enemy as soon as you can. It is not the intention to attack the enemy in his 
intrenched position, but to force him out, if possible. Should he come out and attack ns, 
or get himself where he can be attacked, move in with your entire force in your own war, 
and with the full reliance that the army will engage or follow, as circumstances will dic- 
tate. I shall be on the field, and will probably be aole to communicate with you. Shonld 
I not do so, and vou find that the enemy keeps within his main intrenched nne, you mftj 
cut loose and pu^h for the Danville road. If you find it practicable, I would like yon to 
cross the Soutti Side road, between Petersburg and Burkesville, and destroy it to some ex- 
tent. I would not advise much detention, however, until you reach the Danvilto rotd, 
which I would like you to strike as near to the Appomattox as possible. Make your destrao- 
tion on that road as complete as possible. You can then pass on to the South Side roid, 
west of Burkesville, and destroy that, in like manner. 

** After having accomplished the destruction of the two railroads, which are now the only 
avenues of supply to hee^s army, you may return to this army, selecting your road fnither 
south, or you may go on into North Carolina and join Qeneral Sherman. Should you sdect 
the latter course, get the information to me as early as possible, so that I may send orden ts 
meet you at Groldsboro*. 

' '* U. S. GBAirr, LinUmmmi OmunL 

''Major General P. H. Sheridan.*' 
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On the morning of the 29th the movement commenced. At night the cav- 
alry was at Dinwiddie Court-House, and the left of our infantry line extended 
to the Quaker road, near its intersection with the Boydton plank road. The 
position of the troops, from left to right, was as follows : Sheridan, Warren, 
Humphreys, Ord, Wright, Parke. 

Everything looked favorable to the defeat of the enemy and the capture of 
Petersburg and Richmond, if the proper eflTort was made. I therefore addressed 
the following communication to General Sheridan, having previously informed 
him verbally not to cut loose for the raid contemplated in his orders until he 
received notice from me to do so : 

" Gravelly Creek, March 29, 1865. 

'' General : Our line is now unbroken from the Appomattox to Dinwiddie. We are all 
readj, however, to give up all, from the Jerusalem plank road to Hatcher's run, whenever 
the forces can be used advantageously. After getting into line south of Hatcher's we pushed 
forward to find the enemy's position. General Grifiin was attacked near where the QuiUcer 
road intersects the Boyiton road, but repulsed it easily, capturing about one hundred men. 
Humphreys reached Dabney's mill, and was pushing on when last heard from. 

'* i DOW feel like ending the matter, if it is possible to do so, before going back. I do not 
want you, therefore, to cut loose and go after the enemy's roads at present. In the morning 
posh around the enemy, if you can, and get on to his right rear. The movements of the 
enemy's cavalry may, of course, modify your action. We will act all together as one army 
here until it is seen what can bo done with the enemy. The signal officer at Cobb's Hill 
reported, at 11.30 a. m., that a cavalry column had passed that point from Richmond towards 
Petersburg, taking forty minutes to pass. 

" U. S. GRANT, Lieutenant General, 

"Major General P. H. Sheridan." 

From the night of the 29th to the morning of the 31st the rain fell in such 
torrents as to make it impossible to move a wheeled vehicle, except as corduroy 
roads were laid in front of them. During the 30th, Sheridan advanced from 
Dinwiddie Court-House towards Five Forks, where he found the enemy in 
force. General Warren advanced and extended his line across the Boydton 
plank road to near the White Oak road, with a view of getting across the lat- 
ter; but finding the enemy strong in his front and extending beyond his left, 
was directed to hold on where he was and fortify. General Humphreys drove 
the enemy from his front into his main line on the Hatcher, near Burgess's 
mills. Generals Ord, Wright, and Parke made examinations in their fronts to 
determine the feasibility of an assault on the enemy's lines. Tlie two latter 
reported favorably. The enemy confronting us, as he did, at every point from 
Richmond to our extreme left, 1 conceived his lines must be weakly held, and 
could be penetrated if my estimate of his forces was correct. I determined, 
therefore, to extend my line no further, but to re- enforce General Sheridan with 
a corps of infantry, and thus enable him to cut loose and turn the enemy's 
right flank, and with the other corps assault the enemy's lines. The result of 
the offensive effort of the enemy the week before, when he assaulted Fort 
Steadman, particularly favored this. The enemy's intrenched picket line cap- 
tured by us at that time threw the lines occupied by the belligerents so close 
together at some points that it was but a moment's run from one to the other. 
Preparations were at once made to relieve General Humphreys' corps, to report 
to General Sheridan ; but the condition of the roads prevented immediate move- 
ment. On the morning of the Slst General Warreu reported favorably to get- 
ting possession of the White Oak road, and was directed to do so. To accom- 
plish this, he moved with one division, instead of his whole corps, which was 
attacked by the enemy in superior force and driven back on the second division 
before it had time to form, and it, in turn, forced back upon the third division, 
when the enemy was checked. A division of the 2d corps was immediately 
sent lo his support, the enemy driven back with heavy loss, and possession of 
the White Oak road gained. Sheridan advanced, and with a portion of his 

72 w 
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cavalry got poesession of the Five Forks, but the enemy, after the affair with 
the 5th corps, re-enforced the rebel cavalry, defending that point with infantiy, 
and forced him back towards Diuwiddie Court-House. Here General Sheridan 
displayed great generalship. Instead of retreating with his whole command on 
the main army, to tell the story of superior forces encountered, he deployed his 
cavalry on foot, leaving only mounted men enough to take charge of the horses. 
This compelled the enemy to deploy over a vast extent of woods and broken 
country, and made his progress slow. At this juncture he despatched to me 
what had taken place, and that he was dropping back slowly on Dinwiddle 
Court-House. General McKenzie's cavalry and one division of the 5th corps 
were immediately ordered to his assistance. Soon after, receiving a report from 
General Meade that Humphreys could hold our position on the I3oydton road, 
and that the other two divij?ions of the 5th corps could go to Sheridan, they 
were so ordered at once. Thus the operations of the day necessitated the send- 
ing of Warren because of his accessibility, instead of Humphreys, as was in- 
tended, and precipitated intended movements. On the mohiing of the 1st of 
April, General Sheridan, re-enfoiced by General Warren, drove the enemy 
back on Five Forks, where, late in the evening, he assaulted and carried his 
strongly fortified position, capturing all his artillery and between 5,000 and 
6,000 prisoners. About the close of this battle Brevet Major General Charles 
Griffin relieved Major General Warren in command of the 5th corps. The re- 
port of this reached me after nightfall. Some apprehensions filled my mind 
lest the enemy might desert his lines during the night, and by falling upon 
General Sheridan before assistance could reach him, drive him from his posi- 
tion and open the way for retreat. To guard against this, General Miles's divi- 
sion of Humphreys' corps was sent to re-enforce him, and a bombardment was 
commenced and kept up until 4 o'clock in the morning, (April 2,) when an as- 
sault was ordered on the enemy's lines. General Wright penetrated the lines 
with his whole corps, sweeping everything before him and to his left towards 
Hatcher's Run, capturing many guns and several thousand prisoners. He was 
closely followed by two divisions of General Ord's command, until he met the 
other division of General Ord's that had succeeded in forcing the enemy's lines 
near Hatcher's Run. Generals Wright and Ord immediately swung to the 
right, and closed all of the enemy on that side of them in Petersburg, while 
General Humphreys pushed forward with two divisions and joined General 
Wright on tljc left. General Parke succeeded in carrying the enemy's main 
line, capturing guns and prisoners, but was unable to carry his inner line. 
General Sheridan being advised of the condition of affairs, returned General 
Miles to his proper command. On reaching the enemy's lines immediately sur- 
rounding Petersburg, a portion of General Gibbon's corps, by a most gallant 
charge, captured two strong, enclosed works — the most salient and commanding 
south of Petersburg — thus materially shortening the line of investment neces- 
sary for taking in the city. The enomy south of Hatcher's Run retreated 
westward to Sutherland's Station, where they were overtaken by Miles's divi- 
sion. A severe engagement ensued and lasted until both his right and left 
. flanks were threatened by the approach of General Sheridan, who was moving 
from Ford's Station towards Petersburg, and a division sent by General Meade 
from the front of Petersburg, when he broke in the utmost confusion, leaving 
in our hands his guns and many prisoners. This force retreated by the main 
road along the Appomattox river. During the night of the 2d the enemy 
evacuated Petersburg and Richmond, and retreated toward Danville. On the 
morning of the 3d pursuit was commenced. General Sheridan pushed for the 
Danville road, keeping near the Appomattox, followed by General Meade with 
the 2d and 6th corps, while General Ord moved for Burkesville along the South 
Side road ; the 9th corps stretched along that road behind him. On the 4th 
General Sheridan struck the Danville road near Jettersville, where he leaned 
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hat Lee was at Amelia Court-House. He immediately intrenched himself and 
waited the arrival of General Meade, who reached there the next day. Gen- 
ral Ord reached Burkesville on the evening of the 5th. 

On the morning of the 5th 1 addressed Major General Sherman the following 
ommunication : 

''Wilson's STATION', April b, 1865. 

*^ Gi:nf:ral : All indications now are that Lee will attempt to reach Danville with the 
emnant of his force, Sheridan, who was up with him last night, reports all that is left, 
lorse, foot, and dragoons, at 20,000, much demoralized. We hope to reduce this number 
me-half. I shall push on to Burkesville, and if a stand is made at Danville, will in a verj 
ew dajs go there. If vou can possibly do so, push on from where you are, aud let us see if 
re cannot finish the job with Lee's and Johnston's armies. Whether it will be better for 
on to strike for Greensboro', or nearer to Danville, you will be better able to judge w^hen you 
eceive this. Rebel armies now are the only strategic points to strike at. 

"U. S. GRANT, Lieutenant General, 

"Major General W. T. SiifeRM.\N." 

On the morning of the 6th, it was found that General Lee was moving west 
•f Jettersville, towards Danville. General Sheridan moved with his cavalry, 
the 5th corps having been returned to General Meade on his reaching Jetters- 
ille,) to strike his flank, followed by the Gth corps, while the 2d and 5th corps 
tressed hard after, forcing him to abandon several hundred wagons and several 
>iece8 of artillery. General Ord advanced from Burkesville toward Farmville, 
ending two regiments of infantry and a squadron of cavalry, under Brevet 
Brigadier General Theodore Read, to reach and destroy the bridges. This ad- 
vance met the head of Lee's column near Farmville, which it heroically attacked 
md detained until General Read was killed aud his small force overpowered. 
This caused a delay in the enemy's movements, and enabled General Ord to get 
rell up with the remainder of his force, on meeting which the enemy immedi- 
itely intrenched himself. In the afternoon General Sheridan struck the enemy 
lOQth of Sailor's creek, captured 16 pieces of artillery, and about 400 wagons, 
ind detained him until the 6th corps got up, when a general attack of infantry 
ind cavalry was made, which resulted in the capture of 6,000 or 7,000 prisoners, 
unong whom were many general officers. The movements of the 2d corps and 
jreneral Ord's command contributed greatly to the day's success. 

On the morning of the 7th the pursuit was renewed, the cavalry, except one 
livision, and the 5th corps moving by Prince Edward's Court-House ; the 6th 
rorps. General Ord's command, and one division of cavalry, on Farmville, and 
he 2d corps by the High Bridge road. It was soon found that the enemy had 
mossed to the north side of the Appomattox ; but so close was the pursuit that 
he 2d corps got possession of the common bridge at High Bridge before the 
^nemy could destroy it, and immediately crossed over. The 6th corps and a 
livision of cavalry crossed at Farmville to its support. 

Feeling now that General Lee's chance of escape was utterly hopeless, I ad- 
iressed him the following communication from Farmville : 

"April 7, 1865» 

"General : The result of the last week must convince yon of the hopelessness of further 
resistance on the part of the army of northern Virginia in this strug|;^le. I feel that it is so» 
ind regard it as my duty to shift from myself the responsibility ot any further effusion ot 
»lood by asking of you the surrender of that portion of the Confederate States army known 
It the turmy of northern Y irgpnia. 

'*U. S. GRANT, Lieutenant GeneraL 

" General K. E. Lee." 

Early on the morning of the 8th, before leaving, I received, at Farmville, the 

Allowing : 

"April?, 1865. 

** General : I have received your note of this date. Though not entertaining the opinion 
r<m ezpreee on the hopelessness of further resistance on the part of the army of northern 
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Virp^inia, I reciprocate jour desire to avoid useless cfTusion of blood, and ihereforr^ before 
considering your proposition, ask the terms you will offer on condition of its surrender. 

** R. £. LEE, General. 
"Lieutenant General U. S. Grant." 

To this I immediately replied : 

"Aprils, 1865. 

*' General : Your note of last evening, in reply to mine oi same date, asking the condition 
on which I will accept the surrender of the army of northern Virginia, is just received. In 
reply, I would say that peace being my great desire, there is but one condition I would insist 
upon, namely : that the men and officers surrendered shall be disqualified for taking up arms 
again against the government of the United States until properly excbang^. I will meet 
you, or will designate officers to meet any officers you may name for the same purpose, at 
any point agreeable to you, for the purpose of arranging definitely the terms apon which 
the surrender of the army of northern Virginia will be received. 

"U. 8. GRANT, Luutemmnt General, 

" General R. E. Lee." 

Early on the morning of the 8tb the pursuit was resumed. General Meade 
followed north of the Appomattox, and General Sheridan, with all the cavalry, 
pushed straight for Appomattox Station, followed by General Ord's command 
and the 5th corps. During the day General Meade's advance had considerable 
fighting with the enemy's rear guard, but was unable to bring on a general en- 
gagement. Late in the evening General Sheridan struck the railroad at Appo- 
mattox Station, drove the enemy from there, and captured 25 pieces of artillery 
a hospital train, and four trains of cars loaded with supplies for Lee's army. 
During this day I accompanied General Meade's column, and about midnight 
received the following communication from General Lee : 

"Aprils, 1865. 

"General: I received at a late hour your note of to-day. In mine of yesterday I did 
not intend to propose the surrender of the armv of northern Virginia, but to ask the terms ot 
your proposition. To he frank, I do not think the emergency has arisen to call fi>r the sur- 
render of this army, but as the restoration of peace should be the sole object of all, I desired to 
know whether your proposals would lead to that end. I cannot, thererore, meet you with a 
view to surrender the army of northern Virginia, but as far as your proposal may affect the 
Confederate States forces under my command, and tend to the restoration of peace, I shoald 
be pleased to meet you at 10 a. m., to-morrow, on the old stage road to Richmond, between 
the picket lines of the two armies. 

'*R. E. LEE, Gemerd. 

"Lieutenant General U. S. Grant." 

Early on the morning of the 9th I returned him an answer as follows, aod 
immediately started to join the column south of the Appomattox : 

"April 9, 1865. 

" General : Your note of yesterday is received. I have no authority to treat on the lob- 
ject of peace ; the meeting proposed for 10 a. m. to-day could lead to no good. I will state, 
however, general, that 1 am equally anxious for peace with yourself, and the whole north 
entertains the same feeling. The terms upon which peace can be had are well nndentood. 
By the south laying down their arms they will hasten that most desirable event, save thonsands 
of human lives, and hundreds of millions of property not yet destroved. Seriously hoping 
that all our difficulties may be settled without the loss of another Ufe, I subscribe myself, dtc, 

"U. S. GRANT, Lieuiemant Gemtral. 

"General R. E. Lee." 

Oa the morning of the 9th General Ord's command and the 5tli corps 
reached Appomattox Station just as the enemy was making a desperate effort to 
break through our cavalry. The infantry was at once thrown in. Soon after 
a white flag was received, requesting a suspension of hostilities pending nego- 
tiations for a surrender. 

Before reaching General Sheridan's headquarters, I received the following 
from General Lee : 
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** April 9, 1865. 

** General : I received your note of this morning on the picket hne, whither I had come 
> meet you, and ascertain definitely what terms were embraced in your proposal of yester- 
ay with reference to the surrender of this army. I now ask an interview in accordance with 
be offer contained in your letter of yesterday for that purpose. 

*• R. E. LEE, General. 

** Lieutenant General U. S. Grant." 

The interview was held at Appomattox Court-House, the result of which is 
let forth in the following correspondence : 

'* Appomattox Colht-House, Va., April 9, 1865. 

''General: In accordance with the substance of my letter to you of the 8th instant, I 
>ropo8e to receive the surrender of the army of northern Virginia on the following terms, to- 
rit: Rolls of all the officers and men to be made in duplicate, one copy to bo given to an 
•fficer to be designated by me, the other to be retained by such officer or officers as you may 
lesignate. The officers to give their individual paroles not to take up arms against the gov- 
nunent of the United States until properly exchanged ; and each' company or regimental 
ommander sign a like parole for the men of their commands. The arms, artillery, and public 
iroperty to be parked and stacked, and turned over to the officers appointed by me to receive 
hem. This will not embrace the side-arms of the officers nor their private horses or baggage, 
[lus done, each officer and man will be allowed to return to his home, not to be disturbed oy 
Jnited States authority so long as they observe their paroles and the laws in force where they 
nay reside. 

"U. S. GRANT, Lieutenant General. 

"General R.E.Lee." 

•' Headquarters Army of Northern Virginia, April 9, 1865. 

"General: I received your letter of this date containing the terms of the surrender ot 
be army of northern Virginia as proposed by you. As they are substantially the same as 
hose expressed in your letter of the 8th instant, they are accepted. I will proceed to desig- 
late the proper officers to carry the stipulations into effect. 

R. E. lee. General. 

"Lieutenant General U. S. Grant." 

The command of Major General Gibbon, the 5th army corps under Griffin 
md McKenzie's cavalry, were designated to remain at Appomattox Court- House 
mtil the paroling of the surrendered armj was completed, and to take charge of 
he public property. The remainder of the army immediately returned to the 
ricinity of Burkesville. 

General Lee's great influence throughout the whole south caused his example 
» be followed, and to-day the result is that the armies lately under his leader- 
ship are at their homes, desiring peace and quiet, and their arms are in the hands 
)f our ordnance officers. 

On the receipt of my letter of the 5th, General Sherman moved directly 
igainst Joe Johnston, who retreated rapidly on and through Raleigh, which 
place General Sherman occupied on the morning of the 13th. The day preced- 
ing news of the surrender of General Lee reached him at Smithfield. 

On the 14th a correspondence was opened between General Sherman and 
General Johnston, which resulted, on the 18th, in an agreement for a suspension 
of hostilities, and a memorandum or basis for peace, subject to the approval of 
the President. This agreement was disapproved by the President on the 21st, 
which disapproval, together with your instructions, was communicated to Gen- 
eral Sherman by me in person on the morning of the 24th, at Raleigh, North 
Carolina, in obedience to your orders. Notice was at once given by him to 
Greneral Johnston for the termination of the truce that had been entered into. 
On the 25th another meeting between them was agreed upon, to take place on 
the 26th, which terminated in the surrender and disbandment of Johnston's 
anny upon substantially the same terms as were given to General Lee. 

The expedition under General Stoneman from East Tennessee got off on the 
20th of March, moving by way of Boone, North Carolina, and struck the rail- 
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road at Wythcvillc, Cbambcrsburg and Big Lick. Tlie force striking it at 
Big Lick pushed on to within a few miles of Lynchburg, destroying the inaportant 
bridges, while with the main force he effectually destroyed it between New 
river and Big Lick, and then turned for Greensboro' on the North Carolina railroad; 
struck that road and destroyed the bridges between Danville and Greensboro' and 
between Greensboro' and the Yadkin, together with the depots of supplies along 
it, and captured 400 prisoners. At Salisbury he attacked and defeated a force of 
the enemy under General Gardiner, capturing 14 pieces of artillery and 1,364 

Srisoners, and destroyed large amounts of army stores. At this place he 
estroyed fifteen miles of railroad and the bridges toward Charlotte. Thence 
he moved to Slatersville. 

General Canby, who had been directed in January to make preparations for 
a movement from Mobile bay against Mobile and the interior of Alabama, com- 
menced his movement on the 20th of March. The 16th corps, Major General 
A. J. Smith commanding, moved from Fort Gaines by water to Fish river; 
the 13th corps, under Major General Gordon Granger, moved from Fort Morgan 
and joined the 16th corps on Fish river, both moving thence on Spanish fort 
and investing it on the 27th ; while Major General Steele's command moved 
from Pensacola, cut the railroad leading from Tensas to Montgomery, effected 
a junction with them, and partially invested Fort Blakely. Aiicr a severe 
bombardment of Spanish fort, a part of its line was carried on the 8th of April. 
During the night the enemy evacuated the fort. Fort Blakely was carried by 
assault on the 9th, and many prisoners captured ; our loss was considerable. 
These successes practically opened to us the Alabama river, and enabled us to 
approach Mobile from the north. On the night of the 11th the city was evac- 
uated, and was taken possession of by our forces on the morning of the 12th. 
The expedition under command of Brevet Major General Wilson, consisting 
of twelve thousand five hundred mounted men, was delayed by rains until 
March 22, when it moved from Chickasaw, Alabama. On the Ist of April 
General Wilson encountered the enemy in force under Forrest near Ebenezer 
Church, drove him in confusion, captured three hundred prisoners and three 
e^ns, and destroyed the central bridge over the Cahawba river. On the 2d he 
attacked and captured the fortified city of Selma, defended by Forrest ynih 
seven thousand men and thirty-two guns, destroyed the arsenal, armory, naval 
foundry, machine shops, vast quantities of stores, and captured three thousand 

Ensoners. On the 4th he captured and destroyed Tuscaloosa. On the lOth 
e crossed the Alabama river, and after sending information of his operations to 
General Canby marched on Montgomery, which place he occupied on the 14th, 
the enemy having abandoned it. At this place many stores and ^ve steamboats 
fell into our hands. Thence a force marched direct on Columbus, and another 
on West Point, both of which places were assaulted and captured on the 16th. 
At the former place we got fifteen hundred prisoners and fifty-two field-guns, 
destroyed two gunboats, the navy-yard, foundries, arsenal, many factories, and 
much other public property. At the latter place we got three hundred prison- 
ers, four guns, and destroyed nineteen locomotives and three hundred cars. 
On the 20th he took possession of Macon, Georgia, with sixty field-gun?. 
twelve hundred militia, and five generals, surrendered by General Howell Cobb. 
General Wilson hearing that Jeff. Davis was trying to make his escape, ?cnt 
forces in pursuit, and succeeded in capturing him on the morning of May U- 

On the 4tli day of May, General Dick Taylor surrendered to General Canby 
all the remaining rebel forces east of the Mississippi. 

A force sufficient to insure an easy triumph over the enemy under Kirby 
Smith, west of the Mississippi, was immediately put in motion for Texas, and 
Major General Sheridan designated for its immediate command ; but on the 26th 
day of May, and before they reached their destination, General Kirby Smith 
surrendered his entire command to Maior General Canby. This surrender did 
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not take place, however, until after the capture of the rebel president and vice- 
president ; and the bad faith was exhibited of first disbanding most of his armjr 
and permitting an indiscriminate plunder of public property. 

Owing to the report that manj of those lately in arms against the govern- 
ment had taken refuge upon the soil of Mexico, carrying with them arms right- 
fully belonging to the United States, which had been surrendered to us by 
agreement — among them some of the leaders who had surrendered in person — and 
the disturbed condition of affairs on the Kio Grande, the orders for troops to 
proceed to Texas were not changed. 

There have been severe combats, raids, expeditions, and movements to defeat 
the designs and purposes of the enemy, most of them reflecting great credit on 
our arms, and which contributed greatly to our final triumph, that I have not 
mentioned, ^fany of these will be found clearly set forth in the reports here- 
with submitted ; some in the telegrams and brief despatches announcing them, 
and others, I regret to say, have not as yet been officially reported. 

For information touching our Indi m difficulties, I would respectfully refer 
to the reports of the commanders of departments in which they have occurred. 

It has been my fortune to see the armies of both the west and the east fight 
battles, and from what I have seen I know there is no difference in their fighting 
qualities. All that it was possible for men to do in battle they have done. The 
western armies commenced their battles in the Mississippi valley, and received 
the final surrender of the remnant of the principal army opposed to them in 
North Carolina. The armies of the east commenced their battles on the river 
from which*the army of the Potomac derived its name, and received the 
final surrender of their old antagonist at Appomattox Court-House, Virginia. 
The splendid achievements of each have nationalized our victories, removed all 
sectional jealousies, (of which we have unfortunately experienced too much,) and 
the cause of crimination and recrimination that might have followed had either 
section failed in its duty. All have a proud record, and all sections can well con- 
gratulate themselves and each other for having done their full share in restor- 
ing the supremacy of law over every foot of territory belonging to the United 
States. Let them hope for perpetual peace and harmony with that enemy, 
whose manhood, however mistaken the cause, drew forth such herculean deeds 
of valor. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

U. S. GRANT, 

Lieutenant General. 

Hon. E. M. Stantox, 

Secretary of War. 

Adjutant Genisral's Office, 

November 18, 1865. 

Official copy. 

E. I). TOWNSEND, 

Assistant Adjutant OeneraL 
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Reports of Major Generals Meade and Sheridan of the campaign hefort 

Richmond and Petersfnirg. 

Headquarters Armv of tub Potomac, April 30, 1865. 

Colonel: I have the honor to eubmit herewith a succinct report of the 
operations of this aimy in the recent campaign resulting in the evacuation of 
Richmond and Petersburg, and terminating^ in the surrender of the army of 
northern Virgiiiia. 

On the 29ih ultimo, in pursuance of orders received from the lieutenant gen- 
eral commanding, the second and fifth corps were moved across Hatcher's run, 
the former by the Vaughan road, the latter by the old stage road crossing at 
Perkins's. The second corps, holding the extreme h^ft of the line before Peters 
burg prior to moving, was relieved by Major General Gibbon, commanding two 
divisions of the twenty-fourth corps. 

Major* General Humphreys, commanding second corps, was directed, after 
crossing Hatcher's run, to take position with his right resting on Uatcher's run, 
and his left extending to the Quaker road. Major General Warren, commanding 
fifth corps, was directed at first to take position at the intersection of the 
Vaughan and Quaker roads, and subsequently, about noon of the 29th, he was 
ordered to move up the Quaker road beyond Gravelly run. 

These orders were duly executed, and by evening Major General Humphreys 
was in position, his right resting near Dabney's mill, and his left near Gravelly 
meeting-house, on the Quaker road. In taking this position Mtjor General 
Humphreys encountered but little opposition, meeting only a smsdl force in a 
line of rifle-pits, who were quickly driven out. Major General Warren was de- 
layed in his movement by having to rebuild the bridge over Gravelly run. 
The advance of his column. Brigadier General Griffin's division, was attacked 
about 4 p. m., when about a mile and a half beyond Gravelly run, by Bushrod 
Johnson's division. A spirited engagement ensued, in which Griffin hand- 
somely repulsed and drove the enemy, capturing over 100 prisoners. 

Oti the 30th, Major General Humphreys again advanced, driving the enemy 
into his main line of works, and by night occupying a line from the Crow 
house, on Hatcher's run, to the intersection of the Dabney's mill and Boydton 
plank roads. 

Major General Warren during this day advanced on the Quaker road to its in- 
tersection with the Boydton plank, and pushed Ayres's division in a northwesterly 
direction over to the White Oak road. No fighting of any consequence occurred 
this day except picket skirmishing and exchange of artillery shots from the re- 
spective lines, now close to each other. 

During the eight of the 30th, Major General Humphreys, who had in- 
trenched his line, was directed to relieve Griffin's division, fifth corps, by Miles's 
division, and Major General Warren was ordered to move both Crawford and 
Griffin within supporting distance of Ayres, whose position on the extreme left 
was considered likely to invite attack. 

On the 31st, about 10 a. ra., Ayres, under General Warren's orders, advanced 
to dislodge the enemy in position on the White Oak road. Ayres's attack was 
unsuccessful, and was followed by such a vigorous attack of the enemy that 
Ayres was compelled to fall back upon Crawford, who, in turn, was so strongly 
pressed by the enemy as to force both divisions back in considerable disorder 
to the position occupied by Griffin, when the pursuit of the enemy ceased. Im- 
mediately on ascertaining the condition of affairs. Major General Humphreys 
was ordered to move to Warren's support, and that officer promptly sent Miles's 
division to attack in flank the force operating against Wanen. 

This movement was handsomely executed by Miles, who, attacking the ene- 
my vigorously, drove him back to his former position on the White Oak road, 
capturing several colors and many prisoners. 
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In the mean time Warren advanced with Griffin's division, supported by such 
portions of Ayres's and Crawford's divisions as could be rallied, and regaining 
the position held by Ajres in the morning? Griffin attacked with Chamberlain's 
bri^de, driving the enemy and securing a lodgment on the White Oak road. 

These operations over, hearing heavy firing to the left and rear, which was pre- 
sumed to be the cavalry moving up from Dinwiddie Court House, Warren was 
lirected to send a brigade down the White Oak road to co-operate with the 
Mivalry. This brigade by night reached the crossing of Gravelly run, by the 
road leading through J. Boisseau's, where, not meeting any enemy, it bivouacked. 

During the night, having been directed to send support to Major General 
Sheridan at Dinwiddie Court House, Major General WaiTen was ordered to 
move with his whole corps, two divisions by the White Oak road and one by the 
Boydton plank road. Major General Humphreys was ordered to extend his 
\eft as far as practicable consistent with its security. 

Daring the foregoing operations, the sixth and ninth corps remained in the 
lines in front of Petersburg, with orders to watch the enemy closely, and, in the 
event of the lines in their front being weakened, to attack. 

On April 1, after consultation with the lieutenant general commanding, be- 
lieving from the operations on his right that the enemy's lines on his left must 
be thinly held, orders were sent to Major Generals Wright and Parke to 
attack the next morning at 4. About 7 p. m., intelligence having been received of 
the brilliant success of the cavalry and fifth corps at Five Forks, orders were 
sent to Generals Parke and Wright to open their batteries and press the ene- 
my's picket line. At the same time, Miles's division, second corps, was de- 
tached to the support of Major General Sheridan, and Major General Humphreys 
idvised of the intended attacks of the twenty- fourth, sixth, and fifth corps, and 
directed to hold his two remaining divisions ready to co-operate in the same, 
should they prove successful. 

On the 2d of April, Major General Wright attacked at 4 a. m., carrying every- 
thing before him, taking possession of the enemy's strong line of works, and 
capturing many guns and prisoners. After carrying the enemy's line in his 
front, and reaching the Boydton plank road. Major General Wright turned to his 
left and swept down the enemy's line of intrenchments till near Hatcher's run, 
where, meeting the head of the twenty-fourth corps. General Wright retraced 
his steps and advanced on the Boydton plank road towards Peteraburg, encoun- 
tering the enemy in an inner line of works immediately around the city. Major 
(Jeneral Wright deployed his corps confronting their works, in conjunction with 
the twenty-fourth and part of the second corps. 

Major General Parke's attack at 4 a. m. was also successful, carrying the ene- 
my's lines, capturing guns and prisoners, but the position of the ninth corps con- 
fronting that portion of the enemy's line, the longest held and most strongly forti- 
fied, it was found he held a second and inner line, which Major General Parke was 
unable to carry. Receiving a despatch during the morning from Major General 
Parke, reporting his being pressed by the enemy, the troop* left in City Point 
defences, under Brigadier General Benham and Brevet Brigadier General Col- 
lis, were ordered up to General Parke's support; their prompt arrival enabling 
them to render material assistance to General Parke in holding his lines. 

So soon as Major General Wright's success was reported. Major General 
Humphreys was ordered to advance with the remaining divisions of his corps; 
Hays, on the right, advanced and captured a redoubt in front of the Crow 
house, taking a gun and over 100 prisoners. Mott, on the left, on advancing 
on the Boydton plank road, found the enemy's line evacuated. Hays and Mott 
pushed forward and joined the sixth corps confronting the enemy. Early in the 
morning Miles, reporting his return to his position on the White Oak road, was 
ordered to advance on the Clairborne road simultaneously with Mott and Hays. 
Miles perceiving the enemy were moving to his right, pursued and overtook him 
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at Sutherland's station, M'hcrc a sharp engagement took place, 31 ilea handling liU 
single division with groat skill and gallantry, capturing several guns and many 
prisoners. On receiving intelligcnoe of Miles being engaged, Hajs was sent 
to his support, but did not reach the field till the action was over. 

At 3 a. in. of the 2d of April, Major Generals Parke and Wright reported no 
enemy in their front, when, on advancing, it was ascertained Petersburg was 
evacuated. 

Wilcox's division, ninth corps, was ordered to occupy the to^n, and the 
second, sixth, and ninth corps immediately moved up the river, reaching that 
night the vicinity of Sutherland's station. 

The next three days, the 3d, 4th, and 5th, the pursuit was continued along the 
river and Namozine roads — the fifth corps following the cavalry, and the second 
and sixth following the fifth; the ninth having been detached to guard the 
South Side railroad. The progress of the troops was greatly impeded by the 
bad character of the road, the presence of the supply trains of the fifth corps 
and cavalry, and by the frequent changes of position of the cavalry, to whom 
the right of way was given. On the night of the 4th, receiving a despatch 
from Major General Sheridan that his army was in position at Amelia Court 
House, immediate orders were given for the resumption of the march by the 
troops of the second and sixth corps, reaching Jettersville between 4 and 5 p. m., 
where the fifth corps was found intrenched expecting an attack. No attack 
being made, on the morning of ihe 6th of April the three corps were moved in the 
direction of Amelia Court House, with the intention of attacking the enemy if 
found there ; but soon after moving, intelligence was received that Lee had 
moved from Amelia Court House towards Fai'mville. The directions of the 
corps were changed, and the six corps moved from the right to the left. The 
second corps was ordered to move on Deatonsville, and the fifth and sixth corps 
to move in parallel direction on the right and left respectively. 

The second corps soon came up with the enemy and commenced a rear-guard 
fight, which continued all day till evening, when the enemy was so crowded 
in attempting to cross Sailor's creek that he had to abandon a large train. 
Guns, colors, and prisoners were taken in these successful operations of the 
second corps. 

The sixth corps, on the left (f the second, came up with the enemy posted on 
Sailor's creek. Major General Wright attacked with two divisions, and com- 
pletely routed the enemy. In this attack the cavalry under Major General 
Sheridan, was operating on the left of the sixth corps, whilst Humphreys waa 
pressing on the right. The result of the combined operations was the capture 
of Lieutenant General Ewell and four other general officers, with most of 
Ewell's corps. 

The next day, tlie 7th of April, the fifth corps was moved to the left towards' 
Prince Edward's Court House. The second corps resumed the direct pursuit 
of the enemy, coming up with him at High bridge over the Appomattox. Here 
the enemy made a feeble stand with his rear-guard, attemptmg to burn the rail- 
road and common bridge. Being driven oft' by Humphreys, he succeeded in 
burning three spans of the railroad bridge, but the common bridge was saved, 
which Humphreys immediately crossed in pursuit, the enemy abandoniug IS 
guns at this point. Humphreys came up with the enemy at the intersection oj 
the High Bridge and Farmville roads, where he was found intrenched behind rail 
breastworks, evidently making a stand to cover the withdrawal of his trains- 
Before reaching this point Humphreys had detached Barlow's division to the 
left towards Farmville. Near Farmville Barlow found the enemy, who was 
about evacuating the place, which operation was hastened by a Buccessful at- 
tack of Barlow's. 

When Humphreys ascertained the position of the enemy, Barlow was re- 
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called, but did not reach Humphreys till evening, and after an unsucccsstul as- 
sault had been made by part of Miles's division. 

The sixth corps moved early in the morning towards Farmville, but finding 
the road occupied, first by the cavalry and subsequently by the twenty-fourth 
corps, it was too late in the afternoon before it reached that place, where it 
was found the enemy had destroyed the brid<i^e. On learning the position of 
Humphreys, orders were eent to Wright to cross and attack in support. By 
great exertions a bridge for infantry was constructed, over which Wright 
crossed, but it was nightfall before this could be effected. 

The next day, April 8, the pursuit was continued on the Lynchburg stage 
road. On the 9th, at 12 m., the head of the second corps, when within three 
miles of Appomattox Court House, came up with the enemy. At the same 
time I received a letter from General Lee, asking for a suj?pen8ion of hostilities 
pending negotiations for surrender. Soon after receiving this letter. Brigadier 
Greneral Forsyth, of General Sheridan's staff, came through the enemy's lines 
ind notified me a truce had been made by Major General Ord, commanding the 
droops on the other side of Appomattox Court House. In consequence of 
this I replied to General Lee that I should suspend hostilities for two hours. 
At the expu*ation of that time I received the instructions of the lieutenant general 
^mmanding to continue the armistice until further orders, and about 4 p. m. I re- 
ceived the welcome intelligence of the surrender of the army of northern Virginia. 

It has been impossible, in the foregoing brief outline of operations, to do full 
justice to the several corps engaged ; for this purpose reference must be had to 
the reports of corps and division commanders, which will be forwarded as soon 
18 received. At the same time I would cbll attention to the handsome repulse 
>f the enemy by Grifiin's division, fifth corps, on the 29th ultimo ; to the im- 
portant part taken by the fifth corps in the battle of Five Forks; to the gallant 
issault, on the 2d instant, by the sixth corps — in my judgment the decisive 
movement of tlie campaign ; to the successful attack of the sixth corps in the 
battle of Sailor's creek ; to the gallant assault, on the 2d instant, of the ninth 
corps, and the firmnCf'S and tenacity with which the advantages then gained 
were held against all assaults of the enemy ; to the brilliant attack of Miles's 
division, second corps, at Sutherland's station ; to the energetic pursuit and 
attack of the enemy by the second corps, on the 6th instant, terminating in the 
battle of Sailor's creek; and to the prompt pursuit the next day, with Barlow's 
and Miles's attacks, as all evincing the fact that this army, officers and men, all 
nobly did their duty, and deserve the thanks of the country. Nothing could 
exceed the cheerfuhiess with which all submitted to iatigue and privations 
to secure the coveted prize — the capture of the army of northern Virginia. 

The absence of official reports precludes my forwarding any statement of 
casualties, or lists of the captures of guns, colors, and prisoners. To my staff, 
general and personal, I am indebted, us I ever have been, for the most zealous 
and faithful discharge of their duties. 
Respectfully yours, 

GEORGE G. MEADE, 
Major General L\ «S'. A., Conimandinq. 

Colonel T. S. Bovvkrs, 

Assistant Adjutant General. 



Cavalry HEAUurARTERS, May IG, 1S65. 

Gb.ner AL : I have the honor to submit the following narrative of the operations 
of my command during the recent campaign in front of Petersburg and Rich- 
mond, terminating with the surrender of the rebel army of northern Viiginia, at 
Appomattox Court House, Virginia, on April 9, 1865. 
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On March 26 my commaud, coneisting of the finst and third cavalry division?, 
under the immedate command of Brevet Major General Wesley Merrilt, crossed 
the James river by the bridge at Jones's landing, having marched from Win- 
chester, in the Shenandoah valley, via White House, on the Pamunkey river. 

On March 27 this command went into camp near Hancock station, on Uie mili- 
tary railroad in front of Petersburg, and on the same day the second cavalry 
division, which had been serving with the army of the Potomac, reported to mc 
under the command of Major General George Crook. 

The effective force of these three divisions was as follows : General Mcrritt's 
command, first and third divisions, 5,700 ; General Crook's command, second 
division, 3,300. Total effective force. 9,000. 

With this force I moved out on the 29th March, in conjunction with the armies 
operating against Richmond, and in the subsequent operations I was under the 
immediate orders of the lieutenant general commanding. 

I moved by the way of Eeams's station, on the Weldon railroad, and Malon's 
crossing, on Rowanty creek, where we were obliged to construct a bridge. 

At this point our advance encountered a small picket of the rebel cavalry and 
drove it to the left across Stony creek, capturing a few prisoners, from whom, 
and from my scouts I learned that the enemy's cavalry was at c»r near Stony 
Creek depot, on the Weldon railroad, on our left flank and rear. Believing that 
it would not attack mc, and that by pushing on to Dinwiddle Court House I 
could force it to make a wide detour, we continued the march, reaching the 
Court House about C) o'clock p. m., encountering only a small picket of the enemy, 
which was driven away by our advance. 

It Avas found necessary to order General Custer's division, which was march- 
ing in rear, to remain near Malon's crossing, on the Rowanty creek, to assist and 
protect our trains, which were greatly retarded by the almost impassable roads 
of that miry section. The first and second divisions went into camp covering 
the Vaughan, Flat Foot, Boydton plank, and Five Forks roads, which all inter- 
sect at DinwiddiL* Court House, rendering this an important point, and from whic 
I was expected to make a cavalry raid on the South Side railroad, and thence 
join General Sherman, or return to Petersburg, as circumstances might dictate. 
However, during the night the lieutenant general sent me instructions to aban- 
don the contemplated raid and act in concert with the infantry under his imme- 
diate command, and turn the right flank of Lee's army if possibh\ 

Early on the morning of the 30th March I directed General Merritt to send 
the first division, Brigadier General Devin commanding, to gain possession of 
the Five Forks on the White Oak road, and directed General Crook to send ' 
General Davies's brigade of his division to the support of General Devin. 

Gregg's brigade, of Crook's division, was held on the Boydton plank road, 
and guarded the crossing of Stony creek, forcing the enemy's cavalry, that was 
moving from Stony Creek depot to form a connexion with the right of their army» 
to make a wide detour, as I had anticipated, on the south roads of Stony creek 
and west of Chamberlain's bed — a very fatiguing march in the bad condition of 
the roads. A very heavy rain fell during this day, aggravating the swampy 
nature of the ground, and rendering the movements of troops almost impossible. 
General Merritt's reconnoissance developed the enemy in strong force on the 
White Oak road in the vicinity of the Five Forks, and there was some heavy 
skirmishing throughout the day. Next morning, March 31, General Merritt 
advanced towards the Five Forks with the first division, and meeting with con- 
siderable opposition. General Devins's brigade, of Crook's division, was ordered 
to join him, while General Crook, advancing on the left with the two other 
brigades of his division, encountered the enemy's cavalry at Chamberlain's creek, 
at a point a little north and west of Dinwiddie, making demonstrations to cross. 
Smith's brigade was ordered to hold them in check and Gregg's brigade to a posi- 
tion on his right. The advance of the first division got possession of the Five 
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^orks, but in the mean time the fifth army corps, which had advanced towards 
be White Oak road from the Vaughan road, was attacked and diiven back, and, 
rithdrawing from that point, this force of the enemy marched rapidly from the 
rent of the fifth corps to the Five Forks, driving in our cavalry advance, and, 
loving down on roads west of Chamberlain's creek, attacked General Smith's 
•rigade, but were unable to force his position. Abandoning the attempt to cross 
a. his front, this force of the enemy's infantry succeeded in effecting a crossing 
ligber up the creek, striking General Davies's brigade of the second division, 
rhich, after a gallant fight, was forced back upon the left flank of the first divi- 
iion, thus partially isolating all this force from my main line covering Dinwid- 
lie Court House. 

Orders were at once given to General Merritt to cross this detached force over 
o the Boydton plank road, and march down to Dinwiddie Court House and 
ome into the line of battle. The enemy, deceived by this movement, followed 
t up rapidly, making a left wheel, and presenting his rear to my line of battle. 
WThen his line was nearly parallel to mine, General Gibbs's brigade of the first 
livision, and General Irvin Gregg's brigade of the second division, were ordered 
o attack at once, and General Custer was directed to bring up two of his bri- 
gades rapidly, leavitig one brigade of his division with the trains that had not 
ret reached Dinwiddie Court House. In the gallant attack made by Gibbs and 
xregg the enemy's wounded fell into our hands, and he was forced to lace by 
lie rear rank, and give up his movement, which, if continued, would have taken 
n flank and rear the infantry line of the army of the Potomac. When the enemy 
lad faced to meet this attack a veiy obstinate and handsomely contested battle 
iosaed, in which, with all his cavalry and two divisions of infantry, the enemy 
wsls unable to drive five brigades of our cavalry, dititmountcd, from an open plain 
n front of Dinwiddie Court House. The binint of their cavalry attack was borne 
[)j General Smith's brigade, which had so gallantly held the crossing of Cham- 
tterlain's creek in the morning. His command again held the enemy in check 
nriih determined bravery, but the heavy force brought against his right flank 
inally compelled him to abandon his position on the creek, and fall back to the 
oiain line immediately in front of Dinwiddie Court House. As the enemy's in- 
fantry advanced to the attack, our cavalry threw up slight breastworks of rails 
lit some points along our lines, and when the enemy attempted to force this posi- 
tion they were handsomely repulsed, and gave up the attempt to gain possession 
of the Court House. It was after dark when the firing ceased, and the enemy 
lay on their arms that night not more than one hundred yards in front of our 
lines. The conmiands of Generals Devin and Davies reached Dinwiddie Court 
House without opposition by way of the Boydton plank road, but did not par- 
ticipate in ihe final action of the day. In this well-contested battle the most ob- 
stinate gallantry was displayed by my entire command. The brigades command- 
ed by General Gibbs and Colonels Stagg and Fitzhugh, in the first division. 
Generals Davies, Gi*egg, and Smith, in the second division. Colonels Pennington 
and Capehart, in the third division, vied with each other in their determined 
effurts to hold in check the superior force of the enemy ; and the skilful man- 
agement of their troops in this peculiarly difficult country entitles the brigade 
commanders to the highest commendation. 

Generals Crook, Merritt, Custer, and Devin, by their courage and ability, 
sustained their commands, and executed the rapid movements of the day with 
promptness and without confusion. 

During the night of the 3 1st of March my headquarters were at Dinwiddie 
Court House, and the Lieutenant General notified me that the fifth corps would 
report to me, and should reach me by midnight. This corps had been offered 
to me on the 30th instant, but very much desiring the sixth corps, which had 
been with me in the Shenandoah valley, I asked for it, but on account of the 
delay which would occur in moving that corps from its position in the lines in 
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front of Petersburg, it could not be sent to me. I respectfully eabmit herewith 
my brief accounts of the operations of the day, the response to which was the 
ordering of the fifth corps to my support and my command, as also the despatch 
of the Lieutenant General notifying me of his action. I understood that the fifth 
corps, when ordered to report to me, was in position near S. Dabney's house, in 
the angle between the Boyd ton road and the Five Forks road. 

Had General Warren moved according to the expectations of the Lieutenant 
General, there would appear to have been but little chance for the escape of the 
enemy's infantry in front of Dinwiddie Court House. Ayres'n division moved 
down the Boydton plank road during the night, and in the morning moved west 
via 11. Boisseau's houBC, striking the Five Forks road about two and a half miles 
north of Dinwiddie Court House General Warren, with Griffin's and Crawford's 
divisions, moved down the road by Crump's house, coming into the Five Forks, 
near J. Boisscau's houce, between 7 and 8 o'clock on the morning of the 1st of 
April, jlileantime 1 moved my cavalry force at daylight against the enemy's Hues 
in my front, which gave way rapidly, moving off by the right flank and crossing 
Chamberlain's creek. This hasty movement was accelerated by the discovery 
that two divisions of the fifth corps were in their rear, and that one division waa 
moving towards their left and rear. 

The following were the instructions sent to General Warren : 

• 

"Cavalry Hradquartbrs, 
" Dinwiddie C. H., April 1, 1866—3 a. m. 

"I am holding in front of Dinwiddie Court House, on the road leading to 
Five Forks, for three- quarters of a mile, with General Custer's division. The 
enemy are in his immediate front, lying so as to cover the road just this side of A. 
Adams's house, which leads oat across Chamberlain's bed or run. I understand 
you have a division at J. Boisseau's; if so, you are in rear of the enemy's line, 
and almost on his flanks. 1 will hold on here. Possibly they may attack 
Custer at daylight ; if so, attack instantly and in full foroe. Attack at daylight 
anyhow, and I will make an effort to get the road this side of Adams's house, 
and if I do, you can capture the whole of them. Any force moving down the 
road I am holding, or on the White Oak road, will be in the enemy's rear, and 
in all probability get any force that may escape you by a flank attack. Do not 
fear my leaving here. If the enemy remains, I shall fight at daylight. 

"P. H. SHERIDAN, Major General 

"Major General Waurkn, 

" Co7n?nanding Fiftli Army Corps^ 

As they fell back the enemy were rapidly followed by General Merritt'a two 
divisions. General Devin on the right and General Custer on the left ; General 
Crook in rear. During the remainder of the day General Crook's division held 
the extreme left and rear, and was not seriously engaged. 

1 then determined that I would drive the enemy, with the cavalry, to th^ 
Five Forks, press them inside of their works, and make a feint to torn their 
right flank, and meanwhile quietly move up the fifth corps with a view to 
attacking their left flank, crush the whole force, if possible, and drive westward 
those who might escape, thus isolating them from their aimy at Petersbuig* 
Happily, this conception was successfully executed. About this time Greneral 
McKenzie's division of cavalry, from the army of the James, reported to me, 
and consisted of about 1,000 effective men. 1 directed General Warren to hold 
fast at J. Boisseau's house, refresh his men, and be ready to move to the front 
when required; and General McKenzie was ordered to rest in front of Dinwid- 
die Court House until further orders. 

Meantime General Merritt's command continned to press the enemy, and by 
mpctuouB charges drove them i'rom two lines of temporary works ; G^oeFtl 
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ster giiidingj his advance on the widow Gilliam's house and General Devin 
the main Five Forks road. The courage displayed by the cavalry officers 
I men was superb, and about 2 o'clock the enemy was behind his works on 

White Oak road, and his skirmish line drawn in. I then ordered up the 
b corps on the main road, and sent Brevet Major Gillispie, of the engineers, to 
Q the head of the column oflP on the Gravelly Church road, aud put the corps 
position on this road obliquely to and at a point but a short distance from 

White Oak road, and about one mile from the Five Forks. Two divisions 
the corps w^re to form the front line, and one division was to be held in re- 
ve in column of regiments opposite the centre. 

[ then directed General Merritt to demonstrate as though he was attempting 
turn the enemy's right flank, and notified him tliat the fifth corps would strike 

enemy's left flank, and ordered that the cavalry should assault the enemy's 
-ks as soon as the fifth corps became engaged, and that would be determined 
the volleys of musketry. I then rode over to where the fifth corps was going 
> position, and found them coming up very slowly. I was exceedingly anxious 
tttack at once, for the sun was getting low, and we had to fight or go back, 
v^as no place to intrench, and it would have been shameful to have gone back 
h no results to compensate for the loss of the brave men who had fallen during 

day. In this connexion, I will say that General Warren did not exert 
iself to get up his corps as rapidly as he might have done, and his manner 
e me the impression that^ho wished the sun to go down before dispositions 
the attack could be completed. As soon as the corps was in position, I 
ered an advance in the following formation : Ayres's division on the left in 
ble lines, Crawford's division on the right in double lines, and Griffin's divi- 
1 in reserve, behind Crawford, and the White Oak road was reached without 
position. 

NhWe General Warren was getting into position I learned that the left of the 
ond corps of the army of the Potomac, on my right, had been swung around 
n the direction of its line of battle until it fronted on the Boyd ton road, and 
allel to it, which afforded an opportunity to the enomy to march down the 
bite Oak road and attack mc in right and rear. General McKenzie was 
irefore sent up the Crump road, with directions to gain the White Oak road 
)0S9ible, but tu attack at all hazards any enemy found, and if successful, then 
irch down that road and join me. General McKenzie executed this with 
arage and skill, attacking a force of the enemy on the White Oak road, and 
iving it towards Petersburg. He then countermarched, and joined me on the 
hite Oak road just as the fifth corps advanced to the attack, and I directed 
n to swing round with the right of the infantry and gain possession of the 
»rd road at the crossing of Hatcher's run. The fifth corps, on reaching the 
hite Oak road, made a left wheel, and burst on the enemy's left flank and 
vt like a tornado, and pushed rapidly on, orders having been given that if the 
emy was routed tliere should be no halt to reform broken lines. As stated 
fore, the firing of the fifth corps was the signal to General Merritt to assault, 
uch was promptly responded to, and the works of the enemy were soon carried 
several points by our brave cavalrymen. The enemy were driven from their 
ODg line of works and completely routed, the fifth corps doubling up their left 
nk in confusion, and the cavalry of General Merritt dashing on to the White 
k road, capturing their artillery and turning it upon them, and, riding into 
ir broken ranks, so demoralized them that they made no serious stand after 
irline was carried, but took to flight in disorder. Between 5,000 and 6,000 
soncrs fell into our hands, and the fugitives were driven westward, and were 
9aed until long after dark by Merritt's and McKenzie's cavalry for a distance 
ix miles. 
)anng this attack I again became dissatisfied with General Warren. During 

engagement portions of his Hue gave way when not exposed to a heavy 
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fire, and simply from want of confidence on the part of the troops, which Gen- 
eral Warren did not exert himself to inspire. 1 therefore relieved him from the 
command of the fifth corps, authority for this action having been sent to me, 
before the battle, unsolicited. When the pursuit was given up, I directed Gen- 
eral Griffin, who had been ordered to assume command of the fifth corps, to 
collect his corps at once, march two divisions back to Gravelly church, and put 
them into position at right angles to the White Oak road, facing towards Peters- 
burg, while Barlletfs division, (Griffin's old,) covered the Ford road to Hatcher's 
run. General Merritt's cavalry went into camp on the widow Gilliam's planta- 
tion, and General McKenzie took position on the Ford road at the crossing of 
Hatcher's run. I cannot speak too highly of the conduct of the troops in this 
battle, and of the gallantry of their commanding officers, who appeared to reah'ze 
that the success of the campaign and fate of Lee's army depended upon it 
They merit the thanks of tlie country and reward of the govemmeut. To 
Generals Griffin, Ayres, Bartlett, and Crawford, of the fifth corps, and to Gen- 
erals Merritt, Custer, Devin, and McKenzie, of the cavalry, great credit is due; 
and to their subordinate commanders they will undoubtedly award the praise 
which is due to them for the hearty co-operation, braver^', and ability which 
were everywhere displayed. At daylight on the morning of April 2, General 
Miles's division of the second corps reported tome, coming over from the Boydton 
plank road. I ordered it to move up the White Oak road towards Petersburg, 
and attack the enemy at the intersection of that rpad with the Claiborne road, 
where he was in position in heavy force, and 1 followed General Miles imme- 
diately with two divisions of the fifth corps. Miles forced the enemy from this 
position and pursued with great zeal, pushing him across Hatcher's run, and 
following him up on the road to Sutherland's depot. On the north side of the 
run I overtook Miles, who was anxious to attack, and had a very fine and spirited 
division. I gave him permission, but about this time General Humphreys came 
up, and, receiving notice from General Meade that General Humphreys would 
take command of Miles's division, I relinquished it at once, and faced the fifth 
corps by the rear. I afterwards regretted giving up this division, as I believe the 
enemy could at that time have been crushed at Sutherland's depot. I returned 
to Five Forks, and marched out the Ford road towards Hatcher's run. 

The cavalry had in the mean time been sent westward to cross Hatcher's ran 
and break up the enemy's cavalry, which had collected in considerable force 
north of that stream, but they would not stand to fight, and our cavalry pursued 
them in a direction due north to the Namozine road. Crossing Hatcher's ran 
with the fifth corps, the South Side railroad was struck at Ford's depot, meeting 
no opposition, and the fifth corps marched rapidly toward Sutherland's depot, 
in fiank and rear of the enemy opposing Miles. As he approached that point 
the force of the enemy fled before the fifth corps could reach them, retreating 
along the main road by the Appomattox river, the cavaky and Crawford's divi- 
sion of the fifth corps engaging them slightly about dusk. On the morning of 
the 3d our cavalry took up the pursuit, routing the enemy's cavalry, and cap- 
turing many prisoners. The enemy's infantry was encountered at Deep creek, 
where a severe fight took place. The fifth corps followed up the cavalry rapidlji 
picking up many prisoners and five pieces of abandoned artillery, and a uumber of 
wagons. The fifth corps, with Crook's division of cavalry, encamped that night 
(the 4th) at Deep creek, on the Namozine road, neither of these commands having 
been engaged during the day. On the morning of the 4th General Crook was 
ordered to strike the Danville railroad between Jettersville and Burke's station, 
and then move up toward Jetter&ville. The fifth corps moved rapidly to that 
point, as I had leanied from my scouts that the enemy was at Amelia Court 
llouse, and everything indicated that they were collecting at that point. On ar- 
riving at Jettersville, about 5 o'clock p. m., I learned without doubt that Lee and 
his army were at Amelia Court House. 
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The 5th corps was at once ordered to intrench, with a view to holding Jet- 
tersTille until tne main army could come up. It seems to me that this was the 
only chance the army of northern Virginia had to save itself, which might have 
heen done had General Lee promptly attacked and driven hack the comparatively 
small force opposed to him and pursued his march to Burksville Junction. A 
despatch from General Lee's chief commissary to the commissary at Danville 
and Lynchburg, requiring two hundred thousand rations to be sent to meet the 
army at Burksville, was here intercepted. So soon as I found that the entire 
army of the enemy was concentrated at Amelia Court House, I forwarded promptly 
all tne information I had obtained to General Meade and the Lieutenant GeneraL 
On the morning of April 5 General Crook was directed to send General Daviee's 
brigade to makea reconnoissance to Paine's Crossroads on our left and front, and 
ascertain if the enemy was making any movement towards that flank to escape. 
Gkneral Davies struck a train of one hundred and eighty wagons, escorted by a 
considerable force of the enemy's cavalry, which he defeated, capturing five pieces 
of artillery. He destroyed the wagons and brought in a large number of pris- 
oners. Gregg's and Smith's brigades of the second division were sent out to 
support Davies, and some heavy figbtinsr ensued, the enemy having sent a strong 
iaree of infantry to attack and cut off Davies's brigade, which attempt was un- 
enccessful. During the afternoon, and after the arrival of the second corps at Jet- 
tersville, which General Meade requested me to put in position, be being ill, the 
enemy demonstrated strongly in front of Jettersville against Smith's and Gregg's 
brigades of Crook's division of cavalry, but no serious attack was made. Early 
on the morning of April 6 General Crook was ordered to move to the left to 
DeatonsviUe, followed by Custer's and Devin's divisions of General Merritt's 
eommand. The 5th corps had been returned to the command of General Meade 
at his request. I afterwards regretted giving up the corps. 

When near Deatonsville the enemy's trains were discovered moving in the 
direction of Burksville or Farmville, escorted by heavy masses of infantry and 
cavalry, and it soon became evident that the whole of Lee's army was attempt- 
ing to make its escape. Crook was at once ordered to attack the trains, and, if 
the enemy was too strong, one of the divisions would pass him while he held 
fiwt and pressed the enemy, and attack at a point further on, and this division 
was ordered to do the same, and so on, alternating, and this sjstem of attack 
would enable us finally to strike some weak point This result was obtained 
just south of Sailor's creek and on the high ground over that stream. Custer 
took the road, and Crook and Devin coming np to his support, 16 pieces of ar- 
tillery were captured and about 400 wagons destroyed, and many prisoners were 
taken, and three divivions of the enemy's infantry were cut off from the line of 
retreat Meantime Colonel Stagg, commanding the Michigan brigade of the 
first division, was held at a point about two and a half miles south of Deatons- 
ville, and with this force and a section of Miller's battery, which shelled the 
trains with excellent effect while Colonel Stagg demonstrated to attack them, 
thus keeping a large force of the enemy from moving against the rest of the 
cavalry and holding them until the arrival of the 6th corps, which was march- 
ing to report to me. I felt so strongly the necessity of holding this large force 
ai the enemy that I gave permission to General Merritt to order Colonel Stagg's 
brigade to make a mounted charge against their lines, which was most gallantly 
done, the men leaving many of their horses dead almost up to the enemy's works. 

On the arrival of the head of the 6th corps the enemy commenced with- 
drawing. Major General Wright was ordered to put Seymour's division into 
positiou at once and advance and carry the road, which was done at a point about 
two miles or two miles and a half from Deatonsville. As soon as the road was in 
our possession, Wright was directed to push General Seymour on, the enemy 
£iUing back, skirmishing briskly. Their resistance growing stubborn, a halt was 
called to get up Wheaton's division of the 6th corps, which went into position 
73 w 
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on the left of the road, Seymotir being on the right Wheaton was ordered to 
guide right, with his ipght connecting with Seymour's left and resting on the 
road. I still felt the great importance of pushing the enemy, and was onwilliug 
to wait for Getty's division of the 6th corps to get up. 1 therefore ordered an 
advance, sending word to General Humphreys, who was on the road to our right, 
and requesting him to push on, as I felt confident that we could break up the 
enemy. It was apparent, from the absence of artillery fire and the manner in 
which they gave way when pressed, that the force of the enemy opposed to 
us was a heavy rear guard. The enemy was driven until our Unes reached 
Sailor's creek ; and, from the north bank, I could see our cavalry on the high 
ground above the creek and south of it, and the long line of smoke from the 
burning dragons. A cavalryman, who, in a charge, cleared the enemy's works 
and came through their lines, reported to me what was in front. I regret that 
1 have forgotten the name of this gallant young soldier. As soon as General 
Wright could get his artillery into position I ordered the attack to be made on 
tlie left, and sent Colonel Stagg's brigade of cavalry to strike and flank the ex- 
treme right of the enemy's line. The attack by the infantry was not executed 
exactly as I had directed, and a portion of our line in the open ground was 
broken by the terrible fire of the enemy, who were in position on commanding 
ground south of the creek. 

This attack by Wheaton 's and Seymour's divisions was splendid, but no 
more than I had reason to expect from the gallant 6th corps. The cavalry in 
rear of the enemy attacked simultaneously, and the enemy, after a gallant re- 
sistance, were completely surrounded, and nearly all threw down their arms and 
surrendered. General Ewell, commanding the enemy's forces, and a number of 
other genenil officers, fell into our hands, and a very large number of prisoper?. 
1 have never ascertained exactly how many prisoners were taken in this ba^ 
tie. Most of them fell into the hands of the cavalry, but they are no more en- 
titled to claim them than the Gth corps, to which command equal credit is due 
for the good results of this engagement. Both the cavalry and the 6th corps 
encamped south of Sailor's creek that night, having followed up the small rem- 
nant of the enemy's forces for several miles. In reference to the participation 
of the Gth corps in this action I desire to add that the Lieutenant General had 
notified me that this corps would report to me. Major McClellan and Lieutenant 
Colonel Franklin, of General Wright's staff, had successively been sent forward 
to report the progress of the corps in coming up, and on the arrival of Major Gen- 
eral Wright he reported his corps to me, and from that time until after the battle 
received my orders and obeyed them ; but after the engagement was over and 
General Meade had communicated with General Wright, the latter declined to 
make his report to me until directed to do so by the Lieutenant General. 

On the 7th instant the pursuit was continued early in the morning by the 
cavalry. General Crook in the advance. It was discovered that the enemy had 
not been cut off by tlie army of the James, and under the belief that he wonld 
attempt to escape on the Danville road through Prince Edward Court House, Gen- 
eral Merritt was ordered to move his two divisions to that point, passing around 
the left of the army of the James. General Crook continued the direct pursuit, 
encountering the luain body of the enemy at Farmville, and again on the nordi 
side of the Appomattox, where the enemy's trains were attacked by Greneral 
Gregg, and a sharp fight with the enemy's infantry ensued, in which General 
Gregg was unfortunately captured. 

On arriving at Prince £dward Court House I found General McKenzie, with 
his division of cavalry from the army of the James, and ordered him to croes 
the bridge on the Buffalo river and make a reconnoissance to Prospect Station, 
on the Lynchburg railroad, and ascertain if the enemy were mc tying past that 
point. Meantime 1 heard from General Crook that the enemy had crossed to the 
north side of the Appomattox, and General Meritt was then moYed on and en- 
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camped at Buffalo creek, and General Crook was ordered to recross the Appo- 
mattox and encamp at Prospect Station. On the morning of the 8rh Merritt and 
McKenzie continued the march to Prospect Station, and Merritt's and Crook's com- 
mands then moved on to Appomattox depot, a point on the Lynchburg railroad, 
five miles south of Appomattox Court House. Shortly after the march com- 
menced, Sergeant White, one of my scouts, notified me that there were four 
trains of cars at Appomattox depot loaded with supplies for General Lee's army ; 
Generals Merritt and Crook were at once notified, and the command pushed on 
briskly for twenty-eight miles. General Custer had the advance, and on near- 
ing the depot skilfully threw a force in rear of the trains and captured them. 
Without halting a moment he pushed on, driving the enemy (who had reached 
the depot about the same time as our cavalry) in the direction of Appomattox 
Ooort House, capturing many prisoners and 25 pieces of artillery, a hospital train, 
and a large park of wagons. General Devin coming up, went in on the right of 
Custer. The fighting continued till after dark, and the enemy being driven to 
Appomattox Court House, I at once notified the Lieutenant General, and sent word 
to (ienerals Ord^and Gibbon, of the army of the James, and General Griffin, com- 
manding the 5th corps, who were in rear, that if they pressed on there was now 
no means of escape for the enemy, who had reached " the last ditch. " During 
the night, although we knew that the remnant of Lee's army was in our front, 
we held fast with the cavalry to what we had gained, and ran the captured trains 
back along the railroad to a point where they would be protected by our infantry 
that was coming up. The 24th and 5th corps, and one division of the 25th 
eorps, arrived about daylight on the 9tti at Appomattox depot. 

After consulting with General Ord, who was in command of these corps, I 
rode to the front, near Appomattox Court House, and just as the enemy in heavy 
force was attacking the cavalry with the intention of breaking through our lines, 
I directed the calvary, which was dismounted, to fall back, gradually resisting 
the enemy, so as to give time for the infantry to form its lines and march to the 
attack, and when this was done, to move off to the right flank and mount. This 
was done, and the enemy discontinued his attack as soon as he caught sight of 
our infiwtry. I moved briskly around the left of the enemy's line of battle, 
which was falling back rapidly, (heavily pressed by the advance of the infantry,) 
and was about to charge the trains and the confused mass of the enemy, when 
a white flag was presented to General Custer, who had the advance, and who sent 
the information to me at once that the enemy desired to suiTcnder. 

Riding over to the left at Appomattox Court House, I met Major General Gor- 
don, of the rebel service, and Major General Wilcox. General Gordon requested 
a suspension of hostilities, pending negotiations for a surrender then being held 
between Lieutenant General Grant and General Lee. I notified him that I de- 
sired to prevent the unnecessary effusion of blood, but as there was nothing^ 
definitely settled in the correspohdence, and as an attack had been made on my 
Knes with the view to escape, under the impression our force was only cavalry, 
I must have some assurance of an intended surrender. This General Gordon 
gave by saying that there was no doubt of the surrender of General Lee's army* 
1 then separated from him, with an agreement to meet these officers again in half 
an hour at Appomattox Court house. At the specified time, in company with 
Greneral Ord, who commanded the infantry, I again met this officer, also 
Lieutenant General Longstreet, and received from them the same assurance, and 
hostilities ceased until the a,rrival of Lieutenant General Grant. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

P. U. SHERIDAN, Major General. 

Brevet Major Greneral John A. Rawlins, Chief of Staff. 
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Oavalrt Hbadquartbrs, 
Diniidddie Court Bouse, March 31, 1865. 

The enemy's cayalry attacked me about 10 o'clock to-day on the road ciNDing 
in from the west and a little north of Dmwiddie Court House. This attack wai 
Tery handsomely repulsed by Greneral Smith's brigade of Crook's diyision, and 
the enemy was driven across Chamberlain's creek. Shortly afterwards the en- 
emy's infantry attacked on the same creek in heavy force, and drove in Gen- 
eral Davis's brigade, and advancing rapidly gained the forks of the road at J. 
Boisseau's. This forced Devin, who was in advance, and Davies, to cross to 
the Boyd ton road. Greneral Gregg's brigade and Gknend Gibbs's brigade, who 
had been towards Dinwiddie, then attacked the enemy in the rear very hand- 
somely. This stopped the march towards the left of our in&ntry, and finally 
caused them to turn towards Dinwiddie and attack us in heavy force. The en- 
emy then a^ain attacked at Chamberlain's creek and forced Smith's position. 
At this time Capehart and Pennington's brigades of Custer's division oame np 
and a very handsome fight occurred. 

The enemy have gained some ground, but we still hold in front of Dinwiddie, 
and Davies and Devin are coming down the Boydton road to join us. 

The opposing force was Pickett's division, Wise's independent brigade of in- 
fantry, and Fitzhugh Lee's, Rosser's, and W. H. Lee's cavalry commands. 

The men have behaved splendidly. Our loss in killed and wounded will pro- 
bably number 450 men ; very few were lost as prisoners. 

We have of the enemy a number of prisoners. 

This force is too strong for us. I will hold on to Dinwiddie Court House untii 
I am compelled to leave. 

Our fighting to-day was all dismounted. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, Major General. 

Lieutenant General Grant, 

Commanding Armies United States. 



Dabnbt Mills, 
March 31, 1865—10.05 p. m. 

The 5th corps has been ordered to your support Two divisions will go bj 
J. Boisseau's and one down the Boydton road. In addition to this I have teat 
McKenzie's cavalry, which will reach you by the Vaughan road. 

All these forces, except the cavalry, should reach you by 12 to-night 

You will assume command of the whole force sent to operate with you, and 
use it to the best of your ability to destroy the force which your command htf 
fought so gallantly to-day. 

IT. S. GRANT, Lieutenant General 

Major General P. H. Shbridan. 

Official copy: E. D. T0WN8END, 

Assistant Adjutant General 
Adjutant General's Office, Novemher 18, 1865. 



Major General W. T. Sherman^ s report of ike campaign of Adania. 

Headquarters Military Division of the Mississippi, 

Atlanta, Georgia, September 15, 1864. 
General: I have heretofore from day to day, by telegraph, kept the Wtf 
Department and the general-in-chief advised of Uie progress of events, bat DOir 
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it beoames necessary to review the whole campaign which has resulted in the 
capture and occupation of the citj of Atlanta. 

On the 14th day of March, 1864, at Memphis, Tennessee, I received notice 
firom General Grant, at Nashville, that he had been commissioned lieutenan 
general and commander-in chief of the armies of the United States, which would 
compel him to go east, and that I had been appointed to succeed him as com* 
mander of the division of the Mississippi. He summoned me to Nashville for 
a conference, and I took my departure the same day, and reached Nashville, 
via Cairo, on the 17th, and accompanied him on his journey eastward as far as 
Cincinnati. We had a full and complete understanding of the policy and plans 
for the ensuing campaign, covenng a vast area of country, my part of whicn ex- 
tended from Chattanooga to Vicksburg. I returned to Nashville, and on the 
25th began a tour of inspection, visiting Athens, Decatur, Huntsville, and Lar- 
kin's Feny, Alabama; Chattanooga, Loudon, and Knoxville, Tennessee. Dur- 
ing this visit I had interviews with Major General McPherson, commanding 
the army of the Tennessee, at Huntsville ; Major General Thomas, commanding 
the army of the Cumberland, at Chattanooga; and Major General Schofield, 
commanding the army of the Ohio, at Knoxville. We arranged in general terms 
the lines of communication to be guarded, the strength of the several columns 
and garrisons, and fixed the 1st day of May as the time when all things should 
be ready. Leaving these officers to complete the details of organization and 
preparation, I returned again to Nashville on the 2d of April, and gave my 
personal attention to the question of supplies. I found the depots at Nashville 
abundantly supplied and the railroads in very fair order, and that steps had al- 
ready been taken to supply cars and locomotives to fill the new and increased 
demands of the service, but the impoverished condition of the inhabitants of East 
Tennessee, more especially in the region around about Chattanooga, had forced the 
commanding officers of posts to issue food to the people. I was compelled to etop 
this, for a simple calculation showed that a single railroad could not feed the armies 
and the people too, and of course the army had the preference, but 1 endeavored to 
point the people to new channels of supply. At first my orders operated .very 
hardly, but the prolific soil soon afforded early vegetables, and ox wagons hauled 
meat and bread from Kentucky, so that no actusd suffering resulted, and I trust 
that those who clamored at the cruelty and hardships of the day have already seen 
in the result a perfect justification of my course. At once the storehouses at 
Chattanooga began to fill, so that by the 1st of May a very respectable quantity 
of food and forage had been accumulated there, and from that day to this, stores 
have been brought forward in wonderful abundance, with a surplus that haa 
enabled me to feed the army well during the whole period of time, although the 
enemy has succeeded more than once in breaking our road for many miles at 
different points. 

During the month of April I received from Lieutenant General Grant a map 
with a letter of instructions, which is now at Nashville, but a copy will be pro- 
cured, and made part of this report. Subsequently I received from him notice 
that he would move from his camps about Culpeper, Virginia, on the 5th of 
May, and he wanted me to do the same from Chattanooga. My troops were still 
dispersed, and the cavalry, so necessary to our success, was yet collecting horses ai 
Nicholasville, Kentucky, and Columbus, Tennessee. On the 27 th of April I put all 
the troops in motion towards Chattanooga, and on the next day went there in per- 
son. My aim and purpose was to make the army of the Cumberland 50,000 men, 
that of the Tennessee 35,000, and that of the Ohio 15,000. These figures were 
approximated, but never reached, the army of the Tennessee, failing to receive cer- 
tain divisions that were still kept on the Mississippi river, resulting from the unfa- 
vorable issue of the Red River expedition. But on the Ist day of May the effec- 
tive strength of the several armies for offensive purposes was about as follows: 
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ARMY OF THE CUMBERLAND, MAJOR OBNBRAL THOMAS COMMANDINO. 

Infantry .* . . - 54. 568 

Artillery 2,377 

Cavalry 3, 828 

Total 60,773 

Guns 130 



ARMY OP THE TENNESSEE, MAJOR GENERAL M'PHERSON COMMANDING. 

Infantry 22, 437 

Artillery 1, 404 

Cavalry 624 

Total 24, 465 

Guns 96 



3E 



ARMY OF THE OHIO, MAJOR GENERAL 8CHOFIBLD COMMANDING. 

Infantry 11, 183 

Artillery 679 

Cavalry 1,697 

Total 13, 559 

Guns 28 



Grand aggregate number of troops, 98,797 ; guns, 254. 

About these tigures have been maintained during the campaign, the number 
of men joining from furlough and hospitals about compensating for the loss in 
battle and from sickness. These armies were grouped on the morning of May 
6, as follows : that of the Cumberland at and near Ringgold ; that of the Tennes- 
see at Gordon*s Mill, on the Chickamauga; and that of the Ohio near Red Clay, 
on the Georgia line, north of Dalton. 

The enemy lay in and about Dal ton, superior to me in cavalry, (Wheeler's,) 
and with three corps of infantry and artillery, viz: Hardee's, Hood's, and Polk's, 
the whole commanded by General Joseph Johnston, of the confederate army. I 
estimated the cavalry under Wheeler at about 10,000, and the infantry and 
artillery at about 45,000 or 50,000 men. 

To strike Dalton in front was impracticable, as it was covered by an inaccessi- 
ble ridge known as the Rocky Face, through which was a pass between Tun- 
nel Hill and Dalton, known as the Buzzard Roost, through which lay the rail- 
road and wagon-road. It was narrow, well obstructed by abatis, an d flooded 
by water caused by dams across Mill creek. Batteries also commanded it in its 
whole length from the spurs on either side, and more especially from a ridge at 
the further end, like a traverse, directly across its debouche. It was, therefore, 
necessary to turn it. On its north front the enemy had a strong line of works 
behind Mill creek, so that my attention was at once directed to the eouth. In 
that direction I found Snake Greek Gap, affording me a good practicable way 
to reach Kesaca, a point on the enemy's railroad line of communication, eigh- 
teen miles below Dalton. Accordingly I ordered General McPherson to move 
rapidly from his position at Gordon's Mill, via Ship's Gap, Villanow, and Snake 
Creek Gap, directly on Resaca, or the railroad at any point below Dalton, and to 
make a bold attack. After breaking the railroad well, he was ordered to fall 
back to a strong defensive position near Snake creek, and stand ready to Ml 
upon the enemy's flank when he retreated, as I judged he would. During the 
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movement, General Thomas was to make a strong feint of attack in front, while 
Greneral Schofield pressed down from the north. 

General Thomas moved from Ringgold on the 7th, occapjing Tunnel Hill 
facing the Buzzard Roost Gap, meeting with little opposition and pushing the 
enemy's cavalry well through the gap. General McPherson reached Snake 
Creek Gap on the 8th, completely surprising a brigade of cavalry which was 
coming to watch and hold it, and on the 9th General Schofield pushed down 
close on Dal ton, from the north, whilst General Thomas renewed his demon- 
stration against Buzzard Roost and Rocky Faced Ridge, pushing it almost to a 
battle. One division, General Newton's, of the 4th corps. General Howard's, 
carried the ridge, and turning south towards' Dalton, found the crest too narrow 
and too well protected by rock epaulments, to enable him to reach the gorge or 
pass. Another division. General Geary's, of the 20th corps, General Hooker's, 
also made a bold push for the summit, to the south of the pass, but the narrow road, 
as it approached the summit, was too strongly held by the enemy to be carried. 
This, however, was only designed as a demonstration, Imd worked well, for 
General McPherson was thereby enabled to march within a mile of Resaca 
almost unopposed. He fmnd Resaca too strong to be carried by assault, and 
although there were many good roads leading from north to south, endangering 
his left flank from the direction of Dalton, he could find no road by which he 
conld rapidly cross over to the railroad, and accordingly he fell back and took 
strong position near the east end of Snake Creek Gap. I was somewhat dis- 
appointed at the result, still appreciated the advantage gained, and on the 10th 
ordered General Thomas to send General Hooker's corps to Snake Creek Gap 
in support of General McPherson, and to follow with another corps, the 14th, 
General Palmer's, leaving General Howard with the 4th corps to continue to 
threaten Dalton in front, whilst the rest of the army moved rapidly through Snake 
Creek Gap. On the same day General Schotield was ordered to follow by the 
same route, and on the 14th the whole army, excepting General Howard's corps, 
and some cavalry left to watch Dalton, was in motion on the west side of Rocky 
Faced Ridge for Snake Creek Gap and Resaca. The next day we moved against 
Resaca, General McPherson on the direct road, preceded by General Kilpat- 
rick's cavalry; General Thomas to come up on his left and General Schofield on 
his right General Kilpatrick met and drove the enemy's cavalry from a cross road 
within two miles of Resaca, but received a wound which disabled him and gave 
the command of his brigade to Colonel Murray, who, according to his orders, 
wheeled out of the road, leaving General McPherson to pass. General McPher- 
son struck the enemy's infantry pickets near Resaca and drove them within 
their fortified lines, and occupied a ridge of ''bald " hills, his right on the Oosta- 
naula, about two miles below the railroad bridge, and his left abreast the town. 
General Thomas came up on his left, facing Camp creek, and General Schofield 
broke his way through the dense forest to General Thomas's left. Johnston 
had left Dalton, and General Howard entered it and pressed his rear. Nothing 
saved Johnston's army at Resaca but the impracticable nature of the country, 
which made the passage of troops across the valley almost impossible. 
This fact enabled his army to reach Resaca from Dalton along the comparatively 
good roads constructed beforehand, paitly from the topographical nature of the 
country, and partly from the foresight of the rebel chief. At all events, on tne 
14th of May we found the rebel army in a strong position behind Camp creek, 
occupying the forts at Resaca, and his right on some high chestnut hills to the 
north of the town. I at once ordered a pontoon bridge to be laid across the 
Oostanaula at Lay's ferry in the direction of Calhoun ; a division of the 16th 
corps, commanded by General Sweeny, to cross and threaten Calhoun ; also the 
cavalry division of General Garrard to move from its position at Villanow down 
towaras Rome, to cross the Oostanaula and break the railroad below Calhoun 
and above Kingston if possible, and with the main army I pressed against 
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Beeaca at all points. General McPkerson got across Gamp creek near its rnoath 
and made a lodgement cloae up to the enemy's works, on hills that commanded, 
with short-range artillery, the railroad and tmssel bridges ; and General Thomas 
pressing clope along Gamp creek valley, threw Greneral Hooker's corps across 
the head of the creek to the main Dalton road, and down it close to R^saca. 

General Schofield came up close on his left, and a heavy battle ensued daring 
the afternoon and evening of the 15th, during which Gknend Hooker drove the 
enemy from several strong hills, captured a four-gun battery and many prisoners. 
That night i Johnston escaped, retreating south across the Oostanaula, and the 
next morning we entered the town in time to save the road bridge, but the rail- 
road bridge was burned. 

The whole army started in pursuit, General Thomas directly on his heels, 
General McPherson by Lay's ferry, and General Schofield by obscure roads 
to the left. We found in Resaca another four-gun battery and a good lot of 
stores. 

General McPherson during the 16th got across at Lay's ferry. General 
Thomas had to make some additional bridges at Kesaca, but General Schofield 
had more trouble, and made a wide circuit to the left by Fite's and Field's fer- 
ries across the Gonnasauga and Goosawattee rivers, which form the Oostanaula. 
On the 17th all the armies moved south by as many different roads as we could 
find, and General Thomas had sent by my orders a division, General Jeff. CDavis, 
along the west bank of the Oostanaula, to Rome. Near Adairsville we again found 
signs of the rebel army, and of a purpose to fight, and about sunset of that day, 
General Newton's division in the advance, had a pretty sharp encounter with his 
rear guard, but the next morning he was gone, and we pushed on through Kings- 
ton to a point four miles beyond, where we found him again in force on ground com- 
paratively open, and well adapted to a grand battle. We made the proper disposi- 
tions. General Schofield approaching Gassville from the north, to which point 
General Thomas bad also directed General Hooker's corps, and I had drawn Gen- 
eral McPherson's army from Woodland to Kingston to be in close support On 
the 19th the enemy was in force about Gassville with strong forts, but as our 
troops converged on him again he retreated in the night time across the Etowah 
river, burning the road and railroad bridges near Gartersville, but leaving us in 
complete possession of the most valuable country above the Etowah river. 

Holding General Thomas's army about Gassville, General McPherson's about 
Kingston, and General Schofield 's at Gassville depot and toward the Etowah bridge, 
I gave the army a few days' rest and also time to bring forward supplies for the 
next stage of the campaign. In the mean time General Jeff. G. Davis had got 
possession of Rome with its forts, some eight or ten guns of heavy calibre, and its 
valuable mills and foundries. We also secured possession of two good bridges 
across the Etowah river near Kingston, giving us the means of crossing toward 
the south. Satisfied that the enemy could and would hold us in check at the 
Allatoona Pass, I resolved, without even attempting it in front, to turn it by a 
circuit to the right, and having supplied our wagons for twenty days' absence 
from our railroad, I left a garrison at Rome and Kingston, and on the 23d put 
the army in motion for Dallas." 

General McPherson crossed the Etowah at the mouth of Gonasene creek, near 
Kingston, and moved for his position to the south of Dallas via Van Wert. Gen- 
eral Davis's division moved directly from Rome for Dallas by Van Wert. Gen- 
eral Thomas took the road via Eubarlee and Burnt Hickory, whOst General 
Schofield moved by other roads more to the east, aiming to come up on General 
Thomas's left. 

General Thomas's head of column skirmished with the enemy's cavalry about 
Burnt Hickory and captured a courier with a letter of Greneral Johnstoui show- 
ing he had detected the move and was preparing to meet us about DaUaa* The 
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country was very rugged, mountainous, and densely wooded, with few and ob- 
scure roads. 

On the 25th of May General Tliomas was moying from Burnt Hickory for 
Dallas, his troops on three roads. General Hooker having the advance. When 
he approached the Pumpkin Vine creek, on the main Dallas road, he found a re- 
spectable force of the enemy's cavalry at a bridge to his left. He rapidly pushed 
tnem across the creek, saving the bridge, though on fire, and followed out east- 
ward about two miles, where he first encountered infantry, whose pickets he drove 
some distance until he encountered the enemy's line of battle, and his leading di- 
vision. General Geary's, had a severe encounter. General Hooker's other two 
divisions were on other roads, and he ordered them in, although the road he was 
then following, by reason of the presence of the enemy, led him north of Dallas 
about four miles. 

It was near 4 o'clock p. m. before General Hooker got his whole corps well 
in hand, when he deployed two divisions and by my order made a bold push to 
secure possession of a point known as the New Hope Church, where three 
roads meet from Ack woi th, Marietta, and Dallas. Here a hard battle was fought, 
and the enemy was driven back to New Hope Church ; but having hastily thrown 
up some parapets, and a stormy, dark night bavins set in, General Hooker was 
unable to drive the enemy from those roads. By the next morning we found the 
enemy well intrenched substantially in front of the road leading from Dallas to 
Marietta. We were consequently compelled to make dispositions on a larger 
scale. General McPherson was moved up to Dallas, General Thomas was de- 
ployed against New Hope Church, and General Schofield was directed towardji 
our lef^ so as to strike and turn the enemy's right. General Garrard's cavaby 
operated with General McPherson, and General Stoneman with General Scho- 
field. General McCook looked to our rear. 

Owing to the difficult nature of the ground and dense forests, it took us sev- 
eral days to deploy close to the enemy, when I resolved gradually to work to- 
wards our left, and when all things were ready to push for the railroad east of 
Allatoona. In making our development before the enemy about New Hope 
many severe, sharp encounters occurred between parts of the army, details of 
which will be given at length in reports of subordinate commanders. On the 28th 
General McPherson was on the pouit of closing to his left on General Thomas, 
in front of New Hope Church, to enable me with the rest of the army to extend 
still more to the left and to envelop the enemy's right, when suddenly the en- 
emy made a bold and daring assault on him at Dallas. 

Fortunately our men had erected good breastworks and gave the enemy a ter- 
rible and bloody repulse. Aiter a few days* delay, for effect, I renewed my or- 
ders to General McPherson to move to his left about five miles and occupy Gen- 
eral Thomas's position in front of New Hope Church, and Generals Thomas and 
Schofield were ordered to move a corresponaing distance to their left. This move 
was effected with ease and safety on the 1st of June, and by pushing our left 
well around we occupied all the roads leading back to Allatoona and Ackworth, 
after which I pushed General Stoneman's cavalry rapidly into Allatoona, at the 
east end of the pass, and General Garrard's cavalry around by the rear to the 
west end of the pass. Both of these commands reached the points designated 
without trouble, and we thereby accomplbhed our real purpose of turning the 
Allatoona Pass. 

Ordering the railroad bridge across the Etowah to be at once rebuilt, I contin- 
ued working by the left, and on the 4th of June had resolved to leave Johnston 
in his intrenched position at New Hope Church and move to the railroad about 
Ackworth, when he abandoned his intrenchments, after which we moved readily 
to Ackworth and reached the railroad on the 6th of June. I at once examined 
in person the Allatoona Pass and found it admirably adapted to our use as a seo- 
onoaiy base, and gave the necessary orders for its defence and garrison, and as 
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BOOH as the railroad bridge was finished across the Etowah our stores came for- 
ward to our camps by rail. 

At Ack worth General filair overtook ns on the 8thof Jnne with two diTisioiu 
of the 17th corps that had been on furlough, and one brigade of cavalry. 
Colonel Long's, of General Garrard's division, which had been awaiting horses 
at Columbia. This accession of force about compensated for our losses in battle 
and the deUchments left at Resaca, Rome, Kingston, and Allatoona. 

On the 9th of June, our communications to the rear being secure and supplies 
ample, we moved forward to Big Shanty. 

Kenosaw, the bold and striking Twin mountain, lay before us, with a high 
range of chestnut hills trending off to the northeast, terminating to our view in 
another peak called Brushy mountain. To our right was the smaller hill call- 
ed Pine mountain, and beyond it in the distance Lost mountain. All these, 
though links in a continuous chain, present a sharp conical appearance, promi- 
nent in the vast landscape that presents itself from any of the hills that abound 
in that region. Kenesaw, Pine mountain, and Lost mountain, form a triangle, 
Pine mountain the apex, and Kenesaw and Lost mountain the base, covering 
perfectly the town of Marietta and the railroad back to the Chattahoochee. On 
each of these peaks the enemy had his signal stations. The summits were cov- 
ered with batteries and the spurs were alive with men, busy in felling trees, dig- 
ging pits, and preparing for the grand struggle impending. 

The scene was enchanting, too beautiful to be disturbed by the harsh clamors 
of war; but the Chattahoochee lay beyond, and I had to reach it. On approach- 
ing close to the enemy I found him occupying a line full twelve miles long, more 
than he could hold with his force. General McPherson was ordered to move to- 
wards Marietta, his right on the railroad. General Thomas on Kenesaw and Pine 
mountain, and General Schofield off toward Lost mountain; General Garrard's 
cavalry on the left, General Stoneman's on the right, andGreneral McCook look- 
ing to our rear and communications. Our depot was at Big Shanty. 

By the 11th of Juno our lines were close up, and we made dispositions to 
break the line between Kenesaw and Pine mountains. General Hooker was on 
its right and front, General Howard on its left and front, and General Palmer 
between it and the railroad. During a sharp cannonading from General How- 
ard's right or General Hooker's left. General Polk was killed on the 14tb, 
and on the morning of the 15th Pine mountain was found abandoned by the en- 
emy. Generals Thomas and Schofield advanced, and found him again stronglj 
intrenched along the line of rugged hills connecting Kenesaw and Lost moan- 
tain. At the same time General McPherson advanced his line, gaining substan- 
tial advantage on the left. Pushiig our operations on the centre as vigorously 
as the nature of the ground would permit, I had again ordered an assault on tht 
centre, when, on the 17th, the enemy abandoned Lost mountain and the long 
line of admit able breastworks connecting it with Kenesaw. We continued to 
press at all points, skirmishing in dense forests of timber and across most difficnlt 
ravines, until we found him again strongly posted and intrenched, with Kenesaw 
as his salient, his right wing thrown back to cover Marietta, and his left behind 
Nose's creek, covering his railroad back to the Chattahoochee. This enabled 
him to contract his lines and strengthen them accordingly. 

From Kenesaw he could look down upon our camps and observe every move- 
ment, and his batteries thundered away, but did us little harm, on account of the 
extreme height, the shot and shell passing harmlessly over our heads as we lay 
close up against his mountain town. 

During our operations about Kenesaw the weather was villanously bad ; the 
rain fell almost continuously for three weeks, rendering our narrow wooded roads 
mere mud gulleys, so that a general movement would have been impossible, but 
our men daily worked closer and closer to the intrenched foe and kept up an 
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incessant picket firing galling to him. Every opportunity was taken to advance 
oar general lines closer and closer to the enemy. 

General McPherson watching the enemy on Kenesaw and working his left 
forward. General Thomas swinging as it were on a grand left wheel, his left on 
Kenesaw connecting with General McPherson, and General Schofield all the time 
working to the south and east along the old Sand town road. On the 22d, as 
General Hooker had advanced his line, with General Schofield on his right, the 
enemy, Hood's corps, with detachments from the others, suddenly sallied and at- 
tacked. The blow fell mostly on General Williams's division of General Hook- 
er's corps, and a brigade of General Hascall's division of General Schofield's 
army. 

The ground was comparatively open, and although the enemy drove in the 
skirmish line, an advanced regiment of General Schofield, sent out purposely to 
hold him in check until some preparations could be completed for his reception, 
yet when he reached our line of battle he received a terrible repulse, leaving his 
dead, wounded, and many prisoners in our hands. This is known as the affair 
of the ''Knlp House." Although inviting the enemy at all times to commit such 
mistakes, I could not hope for him to repeat them after the examples of Dallas 
and the ''Kulp House," and upon studying the ground I had no alternative in 
my turn but to assault his lines or turn his position. Either course had its diffi- 
eolties and dangers. And I perceived that the enemy and our own officers had 
settled down into a conviction that I would not assault fortified lines. 

All looked to me to "out flank." An army to be efficient must not settle 
down to one single mode of offence, but must be prepared to execute any plan 
which promises success. 1 wanted, therefore, for the moral effect, to make a suc- 
cessful assault against the enemy behind his breastworks, and resolved to attempt 
it at that point where success would give the largest fruits of victory. The gen- 
eral point selected was the left centre ; because, if I could thrust a strong head 
of column through at that point by pushing it boldly and rapidly two and one 
half miles, it would reach the railroad below Marietta, cut off the enemy's right 
and centre from its line of retreat, and then, by turning on either part, it could 
be overwhelmed and destroyed. Therefore, on the 24th of June, I ordered that 
an assault should be made at two points south of Kenesaw on the 27th, giving 
three days' notice for preparation and reconnoissance ; one to be made near Little 
Kenesaw by General McPherson's troops, and the other about a mile further 
south by General Thomas's troops. The hour was fixed, and all the details giv- 
en in Field Orders No. 28, of June 24. On the 27th of June the two assaults 
were made at the time and in the manner prescribed, and both failed, costing us 
many valuable lives, among them those of Generals Harker and McCook ; Col- 
onel Rice and others badly wounded. Our aggregate loss being near 3,000, whilst 
we inflicted comparatively little loss to the enemy, who lay behind his well-formed 
breastworks. Failure as it was, and for which I assume the entire responsibil- 
ity, I yet claim it produced good fraits, as it demonstrated to General Johnston 
that I would assault, and that boldly, and we also gained and held ground so 
close to the enemy's parapets that he could not show a head above them. 

It would not do to rest long under the influence of a mistake or failure, and ac- 
cordingly General Schofield was working strong on the enemy's left; and on the 
Ist of July I ordered General McPherson to be relieved by General Garrard's 
cavalry in front of Kenesaw, and rapidly to throw his whole army by the right 
down to and threaten Nickajack creek and Turner's ferry across the Chattahoo- 
chee, and I also pushed Stoneman's cavalry to the river below Turner's. 

General McPherson conunenced his movement the night of July 2, and the 
effect was instantaneous. The next morning Kenesaw was abandoned, and 
with the first dawn of day I saw our skirmishers appear on the mountain top. 
Getneral Thomas's whole line was then moved forward to the railroad and turned 
■oath in puisuit toward the Chattahoochee. In person I entered Marietta at 
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8^ in the morning, just as the enemy's cavaliy vacated the place. Gknciral 
Logan's corps of General McPherson's army, which had not moved far, was 
ordered back into Marietta by the main road, and Gkneral McPherson and Gren- 
eral Schofield were instructed to cross Nickajack and attack the enemy in 
flank and rear, and, if possible, to catch him in the coufusion of crossing tbe 
Chattahoochee ; but Johnston had foreseen and provided against all this, and 
bad covered his movement well. Jle had intrenched a strong ti(e du pint at 
the Chattahoochee, witli an advanced intrenched line across the road at omyma 
camp-meeting ground, five miles from Marietta. 

Here General Thomas found him, his front covered by a good parapet, and 
his flanks behind the Nickajack and Rottenwood creeks. Ordering a garrison 
for Marietta, and General Logan to join his own army near the month of Nick- 
ajack, I overtook General Thomas at Smyrna. On the 4th of July we pushed 
a strong skirmish liiie down the main road, capturing the entire line of the onemy'i 
pits and made strong demonstrations along Nickajack creek and about Turner's 
ferry. This had the desired effect, and the next morning the enemy was gone, 
and the army moved to the Chattaiioochee, General Thomas's left flank restinf 
on it near Paice's ferry, General McPherson's right at mouth of Nickajack, and 
General Schofield in reserve. Tbe enemy lay behind a line of unusual strength, 
covering the railroad and pontoon bridges, and beyond the Chattahoochee. 
Heavy skirmishing along our whole front during the 5th demonstrated the strength 
of the enemy's position, which could alone be turned by crossing the main Cha^ 
talioochee river, a rapid and deep stream, only passable at that stage by means 
of bridges, except at one or two very difficult fords. 

To accomplish this result I judged it would be more easy of execution before 
the enemy had made more thorough preparation or regained full confidence, 
and accordingly I ordered General Schoheld across from his position on the 
Sandtown road to Smyrna camp ground, and next to the Chattahoochee, near 
the mouth of Soap's creek, and effect a lodgement on the east bank. This was 
most succesi«fiilly and skilfully accomplished on the 7th of July, General Scho- 
field capturing a gun, completely surprising the guard, laying a good pontoon 
bridgre and a trestle bridge, and effecting a strong lodgement on high and com- 
manding ground, with good roads leading to the east. At the same time Cren- 
eral Garrard moved rapidly on Roswell and destroyed the factories which had 
supplied the rebel armies with cloth for years. Over one of these, the woollen 
factory, the nominal owner displayed the French flag, which was not respected 
of course. A neutral surely is no better than one of our own citizens, and we 
do not permit our own citizens to fabricate cloth for hostile uses. 

General Garrard was then ordered to secure the shallow ford at Roswell and 
hold it until be could be relieved by infantry ; and as I contemplated transfer- 
ring the army of the Tennessee from the extreme right to the left, I ordered Gen- 
eral Thomas to send a division of his infantry that was nearest up to Roswell 
to hold the ford until General McPherson could send up a corps from the neigh- 
borhood of Nickajack. General Newton's division was sent and held the ford 
until tbe arrival of General Dodge's corps, which was soon followed by General 
McPherson 's whole army. About the same time General Howard had aleo 
built a bridge at l^owers's ferry; two miles below. General Schofield had cioe^ 
over and taken position on his right Thus during the 9th we had secured 
three good ahd safe points of passage over the Chattahoochee above the enemjt 
with good roads leading to Atlanta, and Johnston abandoned his tile du poiUj 
burned his bridges, and left us undisputed masters north and west of the Chat- 
tahoochee at daylight of the 10th of July. 

This was one if not the chief object of the campaign, viz : the advancement 
of our lines from the Tennessee to the Chattahoochee; but Atlanta lay before na 
only eight miles distant, and was too important a place in the hands of an enemj 
to be left undistmbed with its magazines, stores, arsenals, work-shopst found- 
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lies, &c., and more especiallj its railroads, which converge there from the four 
great cardinal points. But the men had worked hard and needed rest, and we 
accordingly took a short spell. But in anticipation of this contingency I had 
collected a well-appointed force of cavalry, ahout 2,000 strong, at Decatur, Ala- 
bama, with orders, on receiving notice by telegraph, to push rapidly south, 
cro68 the Coosa at the railroad bridge or the Ten Islands, and thence by the 
most direct route to Opelika. There is but one stem of finished railroad con- 
necting the channels of trade and travel between Georgia and Alabama and 
Mississippi, which runs from Montgomery to Opelika, and my purpose was to 
break it up effectually and thereby cut off Johnston's army from that source of 
flupply and re-enforcement. 

General Rousseau, commanding the district of Tennessee, asked permission to 
e<mimand the expedition, and received it. As soon as Johnston was well across 
the Chattahoochee, and as I had began to manoeuvre on Atlanta, I gave the requi- 
Bite notice, and General Rousseau started punctually on the 10th of July* He 
Mfilled his orders and instructions to the very letter, whipping the rebel General 
Clanton en route ; he passed through Talladega, and reached the railroad on 
the 16th, about twenty-five miles west of Opelika, and broke it well up to that 
place ; also, three miles of the branch towards Columbus and two towards 
West Point. He then turned north and brought his command safely to Mari- 
etta, arriving on the 22d, having sustained a trifling loss, not to exceed 30 men. 

The main armies remained quiet in their camps on the Chattahoochee until 
the 16th of July, but the time was employed in collecting stores at Allatoona, 
Marietta, and Vining's Station, strengthening the railroad guards and garrisons, 
and in improving the pier bridges and roads leading across the river. Generals 
Stonemau's and McCook's cavalry had scouted well down the river to draw 
attention in that direction, and all things being ready for a general advance I 
ordered it to commence on the 17th ; General Thomas to cross at Powers's and 
Paiee's ferry bridges and to march by Buckhead ; General Schofield was already 
aeross at the mouth of Soaps's creek and to march by Cross Keys ; and Gen- 
eral Mcpherson to direct his course from Roswell straight against the Augusta 
road at some point east of Decatur near Stone mountain. General Garrard's 
cavalry acted with General McPherson, and Generals Stoneman and McCook 
watched the river and roads below the railroad. On the 17th the whole army 
advanced from their camps and formed a general line along the Old Peach Tree 
road. 

Continuing on a general right wheel General McPherson reached the Augusta 
railroad on the 18tn at a point seven miles east of Decatur, and with General 
Garrard's cavalry and General Morgan L. Smith's infantry division of the loth 
corps, broke up a section of about four miles, and General Schofield reached 
the town of Decatur. 

On the 19th General McPherson turned along the railroad into Decatur, and 
General Schofield followed a road toward Atlanta leading by Colonel Howard's 
house and the distillery, and General Thomas crossed Peach Tree creek in force 
by nnmerous bridges in the face of the enemy's intrenched lines. All found the 
enemy in more or less force and skirmished heavily. 

On the 20th all the armies had closed in, converging towards Atlanta, but as 
a gap existed between Generals Schofield and Thomas, two divisions of Gen- 
eral Howard's corps of General Thomas's army were moved to the left to con- 
nect with Greneral Schofield, leaving General Newton's division of the same 
corps on the Buckhead road. During the afternoon of the 20th, about 4 p. m., 
the enemy sallied from his works in force and fell in line of battle against our 
right centre, composed of General Newton's division of General Howard's corps, 
on the main Buckhead road, of General Hooker's corps next south, and Gen- 
eral Johnston's division of General Palmer's corps. The blow was sudden 
and somewhat unexpected, but General Newton had hastily covered his front 
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by a line of rail piles which enabled him to meet and repulse the attack on him. 
General Hooker's whole corps was uncovered and had to fight on eomitaratiyely 
open ground, and it, too, after a very severe battle, drove the enemy back to his 
intrcnchments, and the action in front of General Johnston was comparatively 
light, that division being well intrenched. The enemy left on the field over 
500 dead, about 1,000 wounded, 7 stands of colors, and many prisoners. Hi^ 
loss could not have fallen short of 5,000, whereas ours was covered by 1,500 
killed, wounded, and missing; the greater loss fell on General Hooker's corps 
from its exposed condition. 

On the 2Ut we felt the enemy in his intrenched position, which was found to 
crown the heights overlooking the comparatively open ground of the valley of 
Peach Tree creek, his right beyond the Augusta road to the cai>t, and his left 
well toward Turner's ferry on the Chattahoochee, at a general distance horn 
Atlanta of about four miles. 

On the morning of the 22d, somewhat to my surprise, this whole line was 
found abandoned, and I confess I thought the enemy had resolved to give xa 
Atlanta without further contest; but General Johnston had been relieved of his 
command and General Hood substituted. A new policy seemed resolved on, of 
which the bold attack on our right was the index. Our advancing ranks swept 
across the strong and well finished parapet of the enemy and closed in upon 
Atlanta until we occupied a line in the form of a general circle of about two 
miles' radius, when we again found him occupymg in force a line of finished 
redoubts, which had been prepared for more tnan a year, covering all the roads 
leading into Atlanta; and we found him also busy in connecting those redoubts 
with curtains strengthened by rifle trenches, abatis, and chevattx-deJrUe. 

General McPherson, who had advanced from Decatur, continued to follow 
substantially the railroad, with the 15th corps, General Logan, the 17th» Gen- 
eral Blair, on its left, and the 16th, General Dodge, on its right; but as the gen- 
eral advance of all the armies contracted the circle, the IGth corps. General 
Dodge, was thrown out of line by the 15th connecting on the right with Gen- 
eral Schofield near the Howard house. General McPherson, the night before, 
had gained a high hill to the south and east of the railroad, where the 17th 
corps had, after a severe fight, driven the enemy, and it gave him a most com- 
manding position within easy view of the very heart of the city. He had throirn 
out working pai'ties to it, and was making preparations to occupy it in strength 
with batteries. The 16th corps. General Dodge, was ordered from right to left 
to occupy this position and make it a strong general left flank. General Dodge 
was moving by a diagonal path or wagon track leading from the Dccaiur road 
in the direction of General Blair's left flank. 

About 10 a. m. I was in person with General Schofield examining the appear- 
ance of the enemy's lines opposite the distillery, where we attracted enough of 
the enemy's lire of artillery and musketry to satisfy me the enemy was in At- 
lanta in force, and meant to fight, and had gone to a large dwelling close by> 
known as the Howard house, where General McPherson joined me. He 
described the condition of things on his flank and the disposition of his troopi. 
I explained to him that if we met serious resistance in Atlanta, as present ap- 
pearances indicated, instead of operating against it by the left I would extend to 
the right, and that 1 did not want him to gain much distance to the left He 
then described the hill occupied by General Leggett's division of General Blair'i 
corps as essential to the occupation of any ground to the east and south of the 
Augusta railroad on account of its conunanding nature. I therefore ratified his 
disposition of troops, and modified a previous order I had sent him in writing to 
use General Dodge's corps, thrown somewhat in reserve by the closing up oor 
line, to break up railroad, and I sanctioned its going, as already ordered bj 
General McPherson, to his left, to hold and fortify that position. The general 
remained with me until near noon, when some reports reaching oa that indicated 
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a movement of the enemy on that flank, he mounted and rode away with his 
staff. I must here also state that the day before I had detached General Gar- 
rard's cavalry to go to Covington, on the 'Augusta road, forty-two miles east of 
Atlanta, and from that point to send detachments to break the two important 
bridges across the Yellow and Ulcofauhatchee rivers, tributaries of Ocmulgee, 
and General McPherson had also lefk his wagon train at Decatur under a guard 
of three regiments, commanded by Colonel (now General) Sprague. Soon after 
General McPherson left me at the Howard house, as before described, I heard 
the sounds of musketry to our left rear — at first mere pattering shots, but soon 
they grew in volume, accompanied with artillery, and about the same time the 
sound of guns was heard in the direction of Decatur. No doubt could longer 
be entertained of the enemy's plan of action, which was to throw a superior 
force on our left flank, whilst he held us with his forts in front, the only ques- 
tion being as to the amount of force he could employ at that point. I hastily 
transmitted orders to all points of our centre ana right to press forward and 
give fall employment to all the enemy iu his lines, and for General Schofield to 
hold as large a force in reserve as possible, awaiting developments. Not more 
than half an hour after General McPherson had left me, viz., about 12^ m. of 
the 22d, his adjutant general. Lieutenant Colonel Clark, rode up and reported 
that General McPherson was either dead or a prisoner; that he had ridden 
firom me to General Dodge's column, moving as heretofore described, and had 
sent off nearly all his staff and orderlies on various errands, and himself had 
passed into a narrow pafh or road that led to the left and rear of General Giles 
A. Smith's division, which was General Blair's extreme left; that a f^iw minutes 
after he had entered the woods a sharp volley was heard iu that direction, and 
hifl horse had come out riderless, having two wounds. The suddenness of this 
terrible calamity would have overwhelmed me with grief, but the living de- 
manded my whole thoughts. I instantly despatched a staff officer to General 
John A. Logan, commanding the 15th corps, to tell him what had happened ; 
that he must assume command of the army of the Tennessee, and hold stub- 
bornly the ground already chosen, more especially the hill gained by General 
Leggett the night before. 

Already the whole line was engaged in battle. Hardee's corps had sallied 
from Atlanta, and by a wide circuit to the east had struck General Blair's left 
flank, enveloped it, and his left had swung around until it hit General Dodge 
in motion. General Blair's line was substantially along the old line of rebel 
trench, but it was fashioned to fight outwards. A space of wooded ground of 
near half a mile intervened between the head of General Dodge's column and 
General Blair's line, through which the enemy had poured, but the last order 
ever given by General McPherson was to hurry a brigade (Colonel Waugelin's) 
of the 15th corps across from the railroad to occupy this gap. It came across 
on the double quick and checked the enemy. Whilst Hardee attacked in flank, 
Stewart's corps was to attack in front directly out from the main works, but 
fortunately their attacks were not simultaneous. The enemy swept across the 
hill, which our men were then fortifying, and captured the pioneer company, 
its tools, and almost the entire working party, and bore down on our left until 
he encountered General Giles A. Smith's division of the 17th corps, who was 
somewhat "in air," and forced to fight first from one side of the old rifle parapet 
and then from the other, gradually withdrawing, regiment by regiment, ho as to 
form a flank to General Leggett's division, which held the apex of the hill, which 
was the only part that was deemed essential to our future plans. General Dodge 
had caught and held well in check the enemy's right, and punished him severely, 
capturing many prisoners. Smith (General Giles A.) had gradually given up 
the extremity of his line and formed a new one, whose right connected with 
General Leggett, and his left refused — facing southeast. On this ground, and 
in thifl order, the men fought well and desperately for near four hours, checking 
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and repnlsing all the enemy's attacks. The exeention on the enemy's ranks at 
the angle was terrible, and great credit is dae both G^ends Leg^tt and Giles 
A. Smith and their men for their hard and stubborn fighting. The enemy made 
no farther progress on that flank, and by 4 p, m. had aJmost giren np the 
attempt. In the mean time Wheeler's cayalry, unopposed, (for General Gar- 
rard was absent at Covington by my order,) had reached Decatur and attempted 
to capture the wagon trains, hut Colonel (now General) Sprague covered them 
with great skill and success, sending them to the rear of Gknerals SchofieU 
and Thomas, and not drawing back firom Decatur until every wason was safe 
except thiee, which the teamsters had lefk, canying off the mules. On oar 
extreme left the enemy had taken a complete battery of six guna, with iti 
horses, (Murray's,) of the regular army, as it was moving along unsupported 
and unapprehensive of danger in a narrow, wooded road in that nnguarded 
space between the head of General Dodge's column and the line of battle oa 
the ridge above, but most of the men escaped to the bashes. He also eot two 
other guns on the extreme left flank, that were left on the gp*ound as Genenl 
Giles A. Smith drew off his men in the manner heretofore described. About 4 
p. m. there was quite a lull, during which the enemy felt forward on the railiotd 
and main Decatur road, and suddenly assailed a regiment which, with a sectioa 
of guns, had been thrown forward as a kind of picket, and captured the two 
guns. He then advanced rapidly and broke through our lines at that poinl| 
which had been materially weakened by the withdrawal of Colonel Martin's 
brigade, sent by General Logan's orders to the extreme left. The other brigadei 
General Lightbum, which held this part of the line, fell back in some disorder 
about four hundred yards, to a position held by it the night before, leaving the 
enemy for a time in possession of two batteries, one of which, a 20-poiuider 
Parrott battery of four guns, was most valuable to us, and separating Gknenl 
Woods's and General Harrow's divisions of the 15th corps, that were on the 
right and left of the railroad. Being in person close by the spot, and appre- 
ciating the vast importance of the connexion at that point, I ordered certain 
batteries of General Schofield to be moved to a position somewhat commanding, 
by a left flank fire, and ordered an incessant fire of shells on the enemy withm 
sight and the woods beyond, to prevent his re-enfordng. I also sent orders to 
General Logan, which he had already anticipated, to make the 15th corps regain 
its lost ground at any cost, and instructed General Woods, supported by Gene- 
ral Schofield, to use his division and sweep the parapet down from where be 
held it until he saved the batteries and recovered the lost ground. The whole 
was executed in superb style, at times our men and the enemy fighting aeron 
the nan'ow parapet, but at last the enemy gave way and the 15th corps regained 
its position and all the guns except the two advanced ones, which were out of 
view, and had been removed by tne enemy within his main work. With this 
terminated the battle of the 22d, which cost us 3,722 killed, wounded, and 
prisoners. 

But among the dead was Major General McPherson, whose body was reeov- 
eied and brought to me in the he-at of battle, and I had sent it in charge of bis 
personal staff back to Marietta, on its way to his northern home. He was a 
noble youth of striking personal appearance, of the highest professional eapi- 
city, and with a heart abounding in kindness, that drew to him the afieetioiDS of 
all men. His sudden death devolved the command of the army of the Tennei- 
see on the no less brave and gallant General Logan, who nobly BOBtained bii 
reputation and that of his veteran army, and avenged the death of bis eommdo 
and commander. The enemy left on the field his dead and wounded and aboot 
a thousand well prisoners. His dead alone are computed by Greneral Logan at 
3,240, of which number 2,200 were from actual count, and of these he delivered 
to the enemy under a flag of truce sent in by him (the enemy) 800 bodies. I 
entertain no doubt that in the battle of July 22 the enemy sustained an aggn* 
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gate loss of ftdl 8,000 men. The next day Qeneral Garrard retamed from 
UoTingtoii, haying succeeded perfectly in his mission, and destroyed the bridges 
at Ulcofauhatchee and Yellow rivers, beside burning a train of cars, a large 
ooantity of cotton, (2,000 bales,) and the depots of stores at Covington and 
Uonyer's Station, and bringing in 200 prisoners and some good horses, losing 
but two men, one of whom was killed by accident. Having, therefore, suffi- 
ciently crippled the Augusta road, and rendered it useless to the enemy, I then 
addressed myself to the task of reaching the Macon road, over which, of neces- 
sity, came the gtores and ammunition that alone maintained the rebel army in 
AUanta. 

Gknerals Schofield and Thomas had closed well up, holding the enemy be- 
hind his inner intrenchments. I first ordered the army of the Tennessee to 
prepare to vacate its line and to shift by the right below Proctor's ci:eek, and 
General Schofield to extend up to the Augusta road. About the same time 
Gfeneral Rousseau had arrived from his expedition to Opelika, bringing me 
about 2,000 good cavalry, but of course fatigued with its long and rapid march, 
and ordering it to relieve Greneral Stoneman at the river aoout Sandtown, I 
shifted General Stoneman to our left flank, and ordered all my cavalry to pre- 
pare for a blow at the Macon road, simultaneous with the movement of the 
army of the Tennessee towards East Point. To accomplish this I gave General 
Stoneman the command of his own and Gerieral Garrard's cavalry, making an 
eSectiye force of full 5,000 men, and to General McGook I gave his own and 
the new cavalry brought by General Rousseau, which was commanded by Col- 
onel Harrison, of the eighth Indiana cavalry, in the aggregate about 4,000^ 
These two well-appointed bodies were to move in concert, the former by the 
left around Atlanta to McDonough, and the latter by the right on Fayetteville, 
and on a certain night, viz : July 28, they were to meet on the Macon road, 
near Lovejoy's, and destroy it in the most e£fectual manner. I estimated this 
joint cavalry could whip all Wheeler's cavalry, and could otherwise fully ac- 
complish its task, and I think so still. I had the officers in command to meet 
me, and explained the movement perfectly, and they entertained not a doubt of 
perfect success. At the very moment almost of starting General Stoneman 
addressed me a note asking permission, after fulfilling his orders and breaking 
the road, to be allowed, with his command proper, to proceed to Macon and 
Anderson, and release our prisoners of war confined at those points. There 
was something most captivating in the idea, and the execution was within the 
bounds of probability of success. I consented that after the defeat of Wheeler's 
cavalry, which was embraced in his orders, and breaking the road, he might 
attempt it with his cavalry proper, sending that of General Garrard back to its 
proper flank of the army. Both cavalry expeditions started at the time ap- 
pointed. I have as yet no report from General Stoneman, who is a prisoner of 
war at Macon, but I know that he despatched General Garrard's cavalry to 
Flat Rock, for the purpose of covering his own movement to McDonough, but 
for some reason unknown to me he went ofiP towards Covington, and did not 
igain communicate with General Garrard at Flat Rock. General Garrard 
remained there until the 29th, skirmishing heavily with a part of Wheeler's 
savalry, and occupying their attention; but hearing nothing from General 
Stoneman, he moved back to Couyer's, where, learning that General Stoneman 
bad gone to Covington and south, on the east side of the Ocmulgee, he returned 
md resumed his position on our left. It is known that General Stoneman kept 
U> the east of the Ocmulgee to Clinton, sending detachments off to the east. 
which did a large amount of damage to the railroad, burning the bridges of 
Walnut creek and Oconee, and destroying a large number of cars and locomo- 
tives, and with his main force appeared before Macon. He did not succeed in 
crossing the Ocmulgee at Macon, or in approaching Andersonville, but retired 
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in the direction whence he came, followed hj varions detachments of mounted 
men under a General Iverson. He seems to have become hemmed in, and gave 
consent to two-thirds of his force to escape back, whilst he held the enemj in 
cheek with the remainder, about 700 men, and a section of light guns. One 
brigade, Colonel Adams, came in almost intact. Another, commanded hy Colonel 
Capron, was surprised on the way back and scattered ; many were captured 
ana killed, and the balance got in, mostly unarmed and afoot; and the General 
himself surrendered his smaU command, and is now a prisoner at Macon. His 
mistake was in not making the first concentration witn Generals M cCook and 
Garrard near Lovejoy's, according to his orders, which is yet unexplained. 

General McCook, in the execution of his part, went down the west bank of 
the Chattahoochee to near Bivertown, where he laid a pontoon bridge, with 
which he was provided, crossed his command, and moved rapidly on Palmetto 
station of the West Point road, where he tore up a section of track, leaving a 
regiment to create a diversion towards Campbelltown ; which regiment fulfiUed 
its duty and returned to camp by way of, and escorting back, the pontoon 
bridge train. General McCook then rapidly moved to Fayetteville, where he 
found a large number of the wagons belonging to the rebel army in Atlanta. 
These he burned to the number of 500, killing 800 mules, and carrying along 
others, and taking 250 prisoners, mostly quartormastors and men belonging to 
the trains. He then pushed for the railroad, reaching it, at Lovejoy's Station, 
at the time appointed. He burned the depot, tore up a section of the road, and 
continued to work until forced to leave off to defend himself against an accn* 
mulating force of the enemy. He could hear nothing of Gkneral Stoneman, 
and findiDg his progress east too strongly opposed he moved south and west, 
and reached Newman, on the West Point road, where he encountered an infantiy 
force coming from Mississippi to Atlanta, which had been stopped by the break 
he had made at Palmetto. This force, with the pursuing cavalry, hemmed him 
in and forced him to fight. He was compeUed to drop his prisoners and cap- 
tures and cut his way out, losing some 500 officers and men ; among them a 
most valuable officer, Colonel Harrison, who, when fighting his men as skir- 
mishers on foot, was overcome and made prisoner, and is now at Macon. He 
cut his way out, reached the Chattahoochee, crossed, and got to Marietta with- 
out further loss. 

General McCook is entitled to much credit for thus saving hie command, 
which was endangered by the failure of General Stoneman to reach Lovejoj>. 
But on the whole the cavalry raid is not deemed a success, for the real purpose 
was to break the enemy's communications, which, though done, was on so lim- 
ited a scale that I knew the damages would soon be repaired. 

Pursuant to the general plan, the army of the Tennessee drew out of its Unes 
near the Decatur road during the night of July 26, and on the 27th moved be- 
hind the rest of the army to Proctor's creek, and south to prolong our line doe 
south, facing east. On that day, by appointment of the President of tiie 
United States, Major General Howard assumed the conmiand of the army of 
the Tennessee, and had the general supervision of the movement, which wtfl 
made en echelon^ General Dodge's corps (16th) on the left nearest the enemji 
General Blair's corps (17th) next to come up on the right, and General Logan's 
corps (15th) to come up on its right and refused as a flank» the whole to gain tf 
much ground due south from the flank already established on Proctor's creek 
as was consistent with the proper strength. General Dodge's men got into 
line in the evening of the 27th, and General Blair's came into line on his rigbt 
early on the morning of the 28th, his right reaching an old meeting-house called 
Ezra church, near some large open field by the poor-house, on a road known tf 
Beirs Ferry or Lickskillet road. Here the 15th corps. General Logan's, joined 
on and refused along a ridge, well wooded, which partially commanded a view over 
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the same fields. About 10 a. m. all the army was in position, and the men wei-e 
busy in throwing ap the accustomed piles of rails and logs, which after a while 
assumed the form of a parapet. The skill and rapidity with which our men 
constmet them is wonderful, and is something new in the art of war. I rode 
along this whole line about that time, and as I approached Ezra church there 
was considerable artillery firing enfilading the road in which I was riding, 
killing an orderly's horse just behind my sta£f. I struck across an open field 
to where Greneral Howard was standing in the rear of the 15th corps, and 
walked up to the ridge with Greneral Morgan L. Smith to see if the oattery 
which enfiladed the main road and the line of rail piles could not be disposed 
of, and heard General Smith give the necessary orders for the deployment of 
one r^;iment forward and another to make a circuit to the right, when I returned 
to where General Howard was, and remained there until 12 o'clock. During 
this time there was nothing to indicate serious battle, save the shelling by one 
or at most two batteries from beyond the large field in front of the 15th corps. 

Wishing to be well prepared to defeat the enemy if he repeated his game of 
the 22d, I had, the night before, ordered General Davis's division of General 
Palmer's corps, which, by the movement of the army of the Tennessee, had 
been left, as it were, in reserve, to move down to Turner's ferry, and thence 
towards White Hall or East Point, aiming to reach the flank of General How- 
ard's new line, hoping that in case of an attack this division would, in turn, 
catch the attacking force in flank or rear at an unexpected moment. I ex- 
plained it to General Howard, and bade him expect the arrival of such a force in 
case of battle. Indeed, I expected to hear the fire of its skirmishers by noon. 
Qeneral Davis was sick that day, and Brigadier General Morgan commanded 
the division, which had marched early for Turner's ferry, but many of the roads 
laid down on our maps did not exist at all, and Grenend Morgan was delayed 
thereby. I rode back to make more particular inquiries as to this division, 
and had just reached General Davis's headquarter's at Proctor's creek, when I 
heard musketry open heavily on the right. The enemy had come out of At- 
lanta by the Bell's Ferry road, and formed his masses in the open fields behind a 
swell of ground, and after the artillery firing I have described, advanced iu' par- 
allel lines directly against the 15th corps, expecting to catch that flank in air. 
His advance was magnificent, but founded in an error that cost him sadly, for 
otir men coolly and deliberately cut down his men, and in spite of the efforts of 
the rebel officers his ranks broke and fled. But they were rallied again and 
again, as often as six times at some points, and a few of the rebel officers and 
men reached our line of rail piles only to be killed or hauled over as prisoners. 

These assaults occurred from noon until about 4 p. m., when the enemy dis- 
appeared, leaving his dead and wounded in our hands; as many as 642 dead 
were counted and buried, and still others are known to have been buried which 
were not counted by the regular detailed burial parties. 

General Logan on this occasion was conspicuous, as on the 22d, his corps 
being chiefly engaged ; but General Howard had drawn from the other corps, 
16th and 17th, certain reserves which were near at hand but were not used. 
Our entire loss is reported less than 600, whereas that of the enemy in killed 
and wounded not less than 5,000. Had General Davis's division come up on 
the Bell's Ferry road, as I calculated, at any time before four o'clock, what was 
simply a complete repulse would have been a disastrous rout to the enemy ; 
bat I cannot attribute the failure to want of energy or intelligence, and must 
charge it, like many other things in this campaign, to the peculiar tangled pa- 
tore of the forests, and absence of roads that woiUd admit the rapid movement 
of troops. 

This affair terminated all efforts of the enemy to check our extensions by the 
flank, which afterwards proceeded with comparative ease, but he met our exten* 
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Bions to the south by rapid and well-constructed forts and rifle-pits built be- 
tween us and the railroad to and below East Point, remaining perfectly on the 
defensive. 

Finding that the right flank of the armj of the Tennessee did not reach, I 
was forced to shift General Schofield to that flank also, and afterwards General 
Palmer's corps of General Thomas's armj. General Schofleld moved from the 
left on the Ist of August, and General Palmer's corps followed at once, taking 
a line below Utoj creek, and General Schofleld prolonged it to a point near East 
Point. The enemy made no offensive opposition, but watched our movements 
and extended his lines and parapets accordingly. 

About this time several changes in important commands occurred which 
should be noted. General Hooker, offended that General Howard was pre- 
ferred to him as successor to General McPhcrson, resigned his command of the 
20th corps, to which General Slocum was appointed ; but he was at Yickeburg, 
and until he joined, the command of the corps devolved on General A. S. Wil- 
liams, who handled it admirably. General Palmer also resigned the command 
of the 14th corps, and General Jeffl C. Davis was appointed to his place. Ma- 
jor General D. S. Stanley had succeeded General Howard in command of the 
4th corps. 

From the 2d to the 5th we continued to extend to the right, demonstrating 
strongly- on the left and along our whole line. General Keilley's brigade of 
General Cox's division. General Schofield's army, on the 5th, tried to brerk 
through the enemy's line about a mile below Utoy creek, but failed to carry 
the position, losing about 400 men, who were caught in the entanglements and 
abatis ; but the next day the position was turned by General Hascal, and Gen- 
eral Schofleld advanced his whole line close up to and facing the enemy below 
Utoy creek. Still he did not gain the desired foothold on either the West 
Point or Macon railroad. The enemy's line at that time must have been near 
flfteen miles long, extending from near Decatur to below East Point. This he 
was enabled to do by the use of a large force of State militia, and his position 
was so masked by the shape of ground that we were unable to discover the 
Weak parts. 

I had Ijecome satisfled that, to reach the Macon road, and thereby control 
the supplies for Atlanta, I would have to move the whole army ; but, before 
beginning, I ordered down from Chattanooga four 4j-inch rifled guns, to try 
their effect. These arrived on the 10th, and were put to work night and day, 
and did execution on the city, causing frequent fires and creating confusioot 
yet the enemy seemed determined to hold his forts even if the city were de- 
stroyed. On the 16th of August I made my Orders No. 57, prescribing the 
mode and manner of executing the grand movement by the right flank, to begin 
on the 18th. This movement contemplated the withdrawal of the 20th corps, 
General Williams, to the intrenched position at the Chattahoochee bridge, and 
the march of the main army to the West Point railroad, near Fairborn, and 
afterwards to the Macon road, at or near Jonesboro', with our wagons loaded 
with provisions for flfteen days. About the time of the publication of these 
orders I learned that Wheeler, with a large mounted u)rce of the enemyt 
variously estimated from 6,000 to 10,000 men, had passed around by the east 
and north, and had made his appearance on our lines of communication near 
Adairsville, and had succeeded in capturing 900 of our beef cattle, and had 
made a break of the railroad near Calhoun. I could not have asked anything 
better, for I had provided well against such a contingency, and this detachment 
left me superior to the enemy in cavalry. I suspended the execution of my 
orders for the time being, and ordered General Kilpatrick to make up a well- 
appointed force of about 5,000 cavalry, and to move fiom his camp about Band- 
town during the night of the 18th to the West Point road, and break it good 
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near Fairbom; then to proceed across to the Macon road, and tear it np 
thoroughly, to avoid, as far as possible, the enemy's infantry, but to attack any 
cavalry he could find. I thought this cavalry would save the necessity of 
moving the main army across, and that in case of his success it would leave me 
in better position to take full advantage of the result. 

General Kilpatrick got off at the time appointed and broke the West Point 
road, and afterwards reached the Macon road at Jonesboro', where he whipped 
Ro98*s cavalry and got possession of the railroad, which he held for five hours, 
damaging it considerably ; but a brigade of the enemy's infantry which had 
been despatched below Jonesboro' in cars was run back and disembarked, and 
with Jackson's rebel cavalry made it impossible for him to continue his work. 
He drew off to the east and made a circuit, and struck the railroad about Love- 
joy's Station, but was again threatened by the enemy, who moved on shorter 
lines, when he charged tlirough their cavalry, taking many prisoners, of which 
he brought in seventy, and captured a four-gun battery, which he destroyed, 
except one gun, which he brought in. He estimated the damage done to the 
road as enough to interrupt its use for ten days, after which he returned by a 
circuit north and east, reaching Decatur on the 22d. After an interview with 
Greneral Kilpatrick I was satisfied that whatever damage he had done would 
not produce the result desired, and I renewed my orders for the movement of 
the whole army. This involved the necessity of raising the siege of Atlanta, 
takine the field with our main force, and using it against the communications 
of Atlanta instead of against its intrenchments. AH the army commanders 
were at once notified to send their surplus wagons, incumbrances of all kinds, 
and sick, back to our intrenched position at the bridge, and that the movement 
wonld begin during the night of the 25th. Accordingly, all things being ready, 
the 4th corps, General Stanley, drew out of its lines on our extreme left and 
marched to a position below Proctor's creek. The 20th corps, General Wil- 
liams, moved back to the Chattahoochee. This movement was made without loss, 
save a few things left in our camps by thoughtless ofBcers or men. The night 
of the 26th the movement continued, the army of the Tennessee drawing out 
and moving rapidly by a circuit well towards Sandtown and across Camp creek, 
the army of the Cumberland below Utoy creek. General Schofield, remaining 
in position. This was effected with the loes of but a single man in the army of 
the Tennessee, wounded by a shell from the enemy. The third move brought 
the army of the Tennesse»e on the West Point railroad, above Fairbom, the army of 
the Cumberland about Red Oak, and General Schofield closed in near Digs and 
Mims. I then ordered one day's work to be expended in destroying that road, 
and it was done with a will. Twelve and one-half miles were destroyed, the 
ties burned, and the iron rails heated and tortured by the utmost ingenuity of 
old hands at the work. Several cuts were filled up with trunks of trees, with 
logs, rock, and earth, intermingled with loaded shells, prepared as torpedoes, 
to explode in case of an attempt to clear them out. Having personally inspected 
this work, and satisfied with its execution, I ordered the whole army to move 
the next day eastward by several roads; General Howard, on the right, towards 
Jonesboro', General Thomas, the centre, by Shoal Creek church, to Couch's, on 
the Decatur and Fayettville road, and General Schofield, on the left, about Mor- 
row's mills. An inspection of the map will show the strategic advantages of this 
position. The railroad from Atlanta to Macon follows substantially the ridge 
or "divide" between the waters of Flint and Ocmulgee rivers, and from East 
Point to Jonesboro' makes a wide bend to the east. Therefore the position I 
have described, which had been well studied on paper, was my first " objective." 
It gave me ** interior lines," something, our enemy had enjoyed too long, and I 
was anxious for once to get the iubide track, and therefore my haste and desire 
to secure it. 
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The several colamns moved punctaally on tbe morning of tbe 29tli. Gknenl 
Thomas on tbe centre encountered little opposition or difficulty save what resul- 
ted from the narrow roadf and reached his position at Couch's earlv in the after- 
noon. General Schofield being closer to tne enemy, who still clung to East 
Point, moved cautiously on a small circle around that point and came into posi- 
tion towards Rough-and- Ready ; and General Howard, having the outer circle, 
had a greater distance to more. He encountered cavalry, which he drove rapidly 
to the crossing of Shoal creek, where the enemv also haH artillery. Here a short 
delay occurred and some cannonading and skirmishing, but General Howard 
started them again and kept them moving, passed the Renfro Place, on the De- 
catur road, which was the point indicated for him in the orders of that day, but 
he wisely and well kept on and pushed on towards Jonesboro', saved the bridge 
across Flint river, and did not halt until darkness compelled him. within half a 
mile of Jonesboro'. Here he rested for the night, and on the morning of August 
31, finding himself in the presence of a heavy force of the enemy, he deployed 
the 15th corps and disposea the 16th and 17th on its flanks. The men covered 
their front with the usual parapet, and were soon prepared to act offensively or 
defensively as the case called mr. 

I was that night with General Thomas at Couch's, and as soon as I learned 
that General Howard had passed Ronfro's I directed General Thomas to send to 
that place a division of General Jeff. C. Davis's corps, to move Greneral Stanley's 
corps in connexion with G^.neral Schofield towards Rough-and-Ready, and then 
to send forward due east a strong detachment of General Davis's corps to feel 
for the railroad. General Schofield was also ordered to move boldly forward 
and strike the railroad near Rough-and-Ready. Those movements were pro- 
gressing during the 31st, when the enemy came out of his works at Joneslx>ro' 
and attacked General Howard in position, as described. General Howard was 
admirably situated to receive him, and repulsed the attack thoroughly. The 
enemy attacked with Lee's and Hardee's corps, and after a contest of over two 
hours withdrenr, leaving over 400 dead on the ground, and his wounded, of which 
about 300 were left in Jonesboro', could not have been much less than 2,500. 
Hearing the sounds of battle at Jonesboro' about noon, orders were renewed to 
push the other movements on the left and centre, and about 4 p. m. the reports ar- 
rived simultaneously that General Howard had thoroughly repulsed the enemy at 
Jonesboro', that General Schofield had reached the railroad a mile below Rough- 
and-Ready and was working up the road, breaking it as he went; that General 
Stanley, of General Thomas's army, had also got the road below General Schofield 
and was destroying its working south, and that General Baird, of General 
Davis's corps, had struck it still lower down within four miles of Jonesboro'. 

Orders were at once given for all the army to turn on Jonesboro', Greneral 
Howard to keep the enemy busy whilst General Thomas should move down 
from the north, with General Schofield on his left. I also ordered the troops, as 
they moved down, to continue tne thorough destruction of the railroad, because 
we had it then, and I did not know but that events might divert our attention. 
General Garrard's cavalry was directed to watch the roads to our rear, the north. 
General Kilpatrick was sent south, down the west bank of Flint, with instructiooB 
to attack or threaten the railroad below Jonesboro'. I expected the whole army 
would close down on Jonesboro' by noon of the 1st of September. Greneral 
Davis's corps, having a shorter distance to travel, was on time and deployed, 
facing south, his right in connexion with General Howard, and his lefi on the 
railroad. General Stanley and General Schofield were coming down alo ng t he 
Rough-and- Ready road and along the railroad, breaking it as they came. When 
General Davis joined to General Howard, General Blair's corps, on General 
Howard's left, was thrown in reserve, and was immediately sent well to the 
right, below Jonesboro', to act against that flank along with General Kilpatrick's 
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cavalry. Abont 4 p. m. Gkneral Davis was all ready and assaulted the enemy's 
lines across open iields, carrying them very handsomely, and taking as prisoners 
the greater part of Oovan's brigade, inclnding its commander, with two four-gun 
batteries. Kepeated orders were sent to Grenerals Stanley and Schoeiild to hurry 
up, but the difficult nature of the country and the absence of roads are the reasons 
assigned why these troops did not get well into position for attack before night 
rendered further operations impossible. Of course the next morning the enemy 
was gone, and had retreated south. About 2 o'clock that night the sounds of 
heavy explosions were heard in the direction of Atlanta, distant about twenty 
miles, with a succession of minor explosions, and what seemed like the rapid 
firing of cannon and musketry. These continued for about an hour, and again 
abolit 4 a. m. occurred another series of similar discharges, apparently nearer us, 
and these sounds could be accounted for on no other hypothesis than of a night 
attack on Atlanta by General Slocum or the blowing up of the enemy's maga- 
zines. Nevertheless, at daybreak, on finding the enemy gone from his lines at 
Jonesboro', I ordered a general pursuit south. General Thomas following to the 
left of the railroad. General Howard on its right, and General Schofield keeping 
off abont two miles to the east. We overtook the enemy again near Lovejoy's 
station in a strong intrenched position, with his flanks well protected behind a 
branch of Walnut creek to the right and a confluent of the Flint river to his left. 
We poshed close up and reconnoitred the ground, and found he had evidently 
halted to cover his communications with the McDonough and Fayetteville road. 

Rumors began to arrive through prisoners captured that Atlanta had been aban- 
doned during the night of September 1 ; that Hood had blown up his ammunttion 
trainji, which accounted for the sounds so plainly heard by us and which were 
yet unexplained; that Stewart's corps was then retreating towards McDonough 
and that the militia had gone off toward Covington. It was then too late to in- 
terpose and prevent their escape, and I was satisfied with the substantial success 
already gained. Accordingly I ordered the work of destroying the railroad to 
cease and the troops to be held in hand ready for any movement that further in- 
formation from Atlanta might warrant 

Greneral Jeff. C. Davis's corps had been left above Jonesboro', and General 
Gurrard's cavalry was still further back, and the latter was ordered to send back 
to Atlanta and ascertain the exact truth and the real situation of affairs. But 
the same night, viz. of September 4, a courier arrived from General Slocum re- 
porting the fact that the enemy had evacuated Atlanta, blown up seven trains of 
cars, and had retreated on the McDonough road. General Slocum had entered 
and taken possession on 2d of September. 

The object of my movement against the railroad was therefore already reached 
and concluded^ and as it was idle to pursue our enemy in that wooded country 
with a view to his capture, I gave orders on the 4th for the army to prepare to 
move back slowly to Atlanta. On the 5th we drew back to the vicinity of J ones- 
boro', five miles, where we remained a day. On the 7th we moved to Rough- 
and -Ready, seven miles, and the next day to the camps selected, viz : the army 
of the Cumberland grouped around about Atlanta, the army of the Tennessee about 
East Point, and that of the Ohio at Decatur, where the men now occupy clean 
and healthy camps. 

I have not yet received full or satisfactory accounts of Wheeler's operations 
to our rear, fturther than that he broke the road about Galhoun and then made 
his appearance at Dalton, where Colonel Laibold held him in check until General 
Steeaman arrived from Chattanooga and drove him off. He then passed up into 
East Tennessee, and made quite a stay at Athens, but on the first show of pur- 
suit he kept on north across the Little Tennessee, and crossing the Holston near 
Strawberry Plains, reached the Clinch near Clinton, and passed over towards 
Sequatchee and McMlnnville. Thence he seems to have gone to Murfreesboro' 
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and Lebanon and across to Franklin. He may have committed damage to the 
property of citizens, but has injured us but little, the railroads being repaired 
about as fast as he broke them. From Franklin he has been pursaed towards 
Florence, and out of the State, bj Generals Rousseau, Steedman, and Granger, 
but the amount of execution they have done to him is not yet reported. Our roads 
and telegraph are all repaired, and the cars run with regularity and speed. 

I must bear full and liberal testimony to the energetic and successful manage- 
ment of our railroads during the campaign. No matter when or where a br^ 
has been made, the repair train seemea on the spot, and the damage was repaired 
generally before I knew of the break. Bridges have been built with surprising 
rapidity, and the locomotive whistle was heard in our advanced camps almost 
before the echoes of the skirmish fire had ceased. Some of these bridges, those of 
the Oostanaula, the Etowah, and Chattahoochee, are fine, substantial structures, 
and were built in inconceivabry short time almost out of material improvised on 
the spot. 

Colonel W.W. Wright, who has charge of the " construction and repairs," 
is not only a most skilful but a wonderfully ingenious, iudustrious, and zealous 
officer, and I can hardly do him justice. In like manner the officers charged 
with running the trains have succeeded to my entire satisfaction, and have worked 
in perfect harmony with the quartermasters and commissaries, bringing forward 
abundant supplies with such regularity that at no one time have we wanted for 
provisions, forage, ammunition, or stores of any essential kind. 

Colonel L. C. Easton, chief quartermaster, and Colonel A. Beckwith, chief 
commissary, have also succeedea, in a manner surprising to all of us, in getting 
forward supplies. I doubt if ever an army was bettor supplied than this, and I 
commend them most highly for it, because I know that more solicitude was felt 
by the Lieutenant General commanding, and by the military world at large, on this 
than on any other one problem involved in the success of the campaign. 

Captain T. G. Baylor, chief ordnance officer, has in like manner kept the 
army well supplied at all times with every kind of ammunition. To Captain 0. 
M. Poe, chief engineer, I am more than ordinarily indebted for keeping me sup- 
plied with maps and information of roads and topography, as well as in the more 
important branch of his duties in selecting lines and military positions. My own 
personal staff has been small but select. 

Brigadier General W. F. Barry, an officer of enlarged capacity and great ex- 
perience, has filled the office of chief of artillery to perfection, and Lieutenant 
Colonel E. D. Kittoe, chief medical inspector, has done everything possible to 
give proper aid and direction to the operations of that important department. I 
have never seen the wounded removed from the fields of battle, cared for, sod 
afterwards sent to proper hospitals in the rear with more promptness, system, 
care, and success, ilian during this whole campaign, covering over one hundred 
days of actual battle and skirmish. 

My aides-de-camp, Major J. C. McCoy, Captain L. M. Dayton, and Captain 
J. C. Audeuried, have been ever zealous and most efficient, carrying my orders 
day and night to distant points of our extended lines with an intelligence and 
zeal that insured the perfect working of machinery, covering from ten to twenty- 
five miles of ground, when the least error in the delivery and explanation of an 
order would have produced confusion ; whereas in great measure, owing to the 
intelligence of these officers, orders have been made so clear that these vast ar- 
mies have moved side by side, sometimes crossing each other's tracks through a 
difficult country, of over a hundred and thirty -eight miles in length without con- 
fusion or trouble. 

Captain Dayton has also fulfilled the duties of my adjutant general, making 
all orders and carrying on the official correspondence. 

Three inspectors general completed my staff: Brigadier General J. M. Corset 
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10 has since been assigned the command of a division of the 16th corps at the 
jnest of Greneral Dodge ; Lieutenant Colonel W. Warner, of the 76th Ohio» 
d Lieutenant Colonel Charles Ewing, inspector general of the 15th corps, and 
ptain 13th United States regulars. 

These officers, of singular energy and intelligence, have been of immense assist- 
ce to me in handling these large armies. 

Mj three *' armies in the field" were commanded by able officers, my equals in 
ok and experience— Major General George H. Thomas, Major General J. M. 
;bofield, and Major General 0. 0. Howard. With such commanders I had 
ily to indicate the object desired, and they accomplished it. I cannot overes- 
Date their services to the country, and must express my deep and heartfelt 
anks that, coming together from different fields, with different interests, they 
ve co-operated with a harmony that has been productive of the greatest amount 
success and good feeling. A more harmonious army does not exist. 
I now enclose their reports, and those of the corps, division, and brigade com- 
inders, a perusal of which will fill up the sketch which I have endeavored to 
ike. 1 also submit tabular statements of our losses in battle by wounds and 
kness ; also, lists of prisoners captured, sent to the rear, and exchanged ; also, 
the guns and materials of war captured, beside the important country, towns, 
d arsenals of the enemy that we now ** occupy and hold." 
All of which is respecuuly submitted. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
MajijT General Commanding, 
Major Generel H. W. Hallbck, 

Chief oj Staff, Washington, D. C. 

Adjutant Gbnbral's Office, 

November 18, 1865. 

Official copy : 

E. D. TOWNSEND. 

Assistant Adjutant General. 



Major General W, T. Sherman's report of the campaign of Georgia. 

Hbadquahtbrs Military Division op thb Mississippi, 

In thejieldt Savannah, Georgia, January 1, 1865. 

General : I have the honor to offer my report of the operations of the armies 
der my command since the occupation of Atlanta, in the early part of Sep- 
nber last, up to the present date. 

As heretofore reported, in the month of September, the army of the Cumberland, 
ftjor General Thomas commanding, held the city of Atlanta ; the army of the 
mnessee. Major General Howard commanding, grouped about East Point; 
d the army of the Ohio, Major General Schotield commanding, held Decatur, 
any changes occurred in the composition of these armies in consequence of the 
piration of the time of service of many of the regiments. The opportunity 
IS given to us to consolidate the fragments, reclothe and equip the men, and 
ike preparations for the future campaign. 1 also availed myself of the occa- 
m to strengthen the garrisons to our rear, to make our communications more 
cure, and sent Wagner's division of the 4th corps, and Morgan's division of 
e 14th corps, back to Chattanooga, and Corse's division of the 15th corps to 
>me. Also a thorough reconnoissance was made of Atlanta, and a new line 
works begun, which required a smaller garrison to hold. 
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Darinp^ tbis month, the enemy, whom we had left at Lovgoy's Station, moved 
westward toward the Chattahoochee, taking position facing as and covering the 
West Point railn>ad, abont Palmetto Station. He also threw a pontoon hndse 
across the Chattahoochee, and sent cavalry detachments to the west, in the ai- 
rection of Carrolton and Powder springs. About the same time President Davis 
visited Macon, and his army at Palmetto, and made harangnes referring to an 
active campaign Against us. Hood still remained in command of the confederate 
forces, with Cheatham, S.D. Lee, and Stewart, commanding his three corps, and 
Wheeler in command of his cavalry, which had been largely re-enforced. 

My cavalry consisted of two divisions. One was stationed at Decatur, imder 
command of Brigadier General Garrard ; the other, commanded by Brigadier 
General Kilpatrick, was posted near Sandtown, with a pontoon bridge over the 
Chattahoochee, from which he could watch any movement of the enemy towards 
the west 

As soon as I became convinced that the enemy intended to assume the offen- 
sive, namely, September 11^8, 1 sent Major General Thomas, second in command, 
to Nashville, to organize the new troops expected to arrive, and to make pre- 
liminary preparations to meet such an event. 

About the 1st of October some of the enemy's cavalry made their appeanmce 
on the west of the Chattahoochee, and one of his infantry corps was reported 
near Powder springs ; and 1 received authentic intelligence that the rest of his 
infantry was crossing to the west of the Chattahoochee. I at once made my o^ 
ders that Atlanta and the Chattahoochee railroad bridge should be held by the 
20th corps. Major General Slocum, and on the 4th of October put in motion ^ 
15th and 17th corps, and the 4th, 14th, and 23d corps, to Smyrna camp ground; 
and on the 5th moved to the strong position about Kenesaw. The enemy's caval- 
ry had by a rapid movement got upon our railroad at Big Shanty, and broken 
tlie line of telegraph and railroad, and with a division of infantry (French's) had 
moved against Allatoona, where were stored about a million of rations. Its 
redoubts were garrisoned by three small regiments under Colonel TourteUotte, 
4th Minnesota. 

I had anticipated this movement, and had by signal and telegraph ordered 
General Corse to re-enforce that post from Rome. General Corse had reached 
Allatoona with a brigade during the night of the 4th, just in time to meet the 
attack by French's division on the morning of the 5th. In person I reached 
Kenesaw mountain about 10 a. m. of the 5th, and could see the smoke of battle 
and hear the faint sounds of ai*tillery. The distance, eighteen miles, was too 
great for me to make in time to share in the battle, but I directed the 2dd 
corps. Brigadier General Cox commanding, to move rapidly from the base 
of Kenesaw, due west, aiming to reach the road from Allatoona to Dallas, threat- 
ening the rear of the forces attacking Allatoona. I succeeded in getting a signal 
message to General Corse during his fight, notifying him of my presence. Tho 
defence of Allatoona by General Corse was admirably conducted, and the eomj 
repulsed with heavy slaughter. His description of the defence is so graphic 
that it leaves nothing for me to add ; and the movement of General Cox had 
the desired effect of causing the withdrawal of French's division rapidly in the 
direction of Dallas. 

On the 6th and 7th I pushed my cavalry well toward Burnt Hickory and 
Dallas, and dii^covered that the enemy had moved westward, and inferred that 
he would attempt to break our railroad again in the neighborhood of Kingston. 
Accordingly, on the morning of the 8th, I put the army in motion through 
Allatoona Pass to Kingston, reaching that point on the lOth. There I leaned 
that the enemy had feigned on Rome, and was passing the Coosa river on a 
pontoon bridge about eleven miles below Rome. I therefore, on the 11th, moved 
to Rome, and pushed Garrard's cavalry and the 23d corps, under Gen- 
eral Cox, across the Oostenaula, to threaten the flanks of the enemy passing 
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irth. Garrard's cavalry drove a cavalry brigade of the enemy to and beyond 
e Narrows, leading into the valley of the Chattooga^ capturiDg two field-pieces 
id taking some prisoners. The enemy had moved with great rapidity, and made 
8 appearauce at Resaca, and Hood had in person demanded its surrender. 
bad from Kingston re-enforced Resaca by two regiments of the army of the Ten- 
isaee. I at first intended to move the army into the Chattooga valley to inter- 
Mie between the enemy and his line of retreat down the Coosa, but feared that 
eneral Hood would in that event turn eastward by Spring Place, and down 
16 Federal road, and therefore moved against him at Kesaca. Colonel Weaver, 
; Resaca, afterward re-enforced by General Raum's brigade, had repulsed the 
lemy from Resaca, but he had succeeded in breaking the railroad from Tilton 
t Dalton, and as far north as the tunnel. Arriving at Resaca on the evening 
'the 14th, I determined to strike Hood in flank, or force him to battle, and di- 
eted the army of the Tennessee, General Howard, to move to Snake Greek 
ap, which was held by the enemy, while General Stanley, with the 4th and 
iuk corps, moved by Tilton cross the mountains to the rear of Snake Creek 
ap, in the neighborhood of Villanow. 

The army of the Tennessee found the enemy occupying our old lines in Snake 
reek Gap, and on the 15th skirmished for the purpose of holding him there 
ilil Stanley could get to his rear. But the enemy gave way about noon, and 
fts followed through the gap, escaping before General Stanley had reached 
e farther end of the pass. The next day, the 16th, the armies moved directly 
WBid La&yette, with a view to cut ofiP Hood's retreat. We found him in- 
enched in Ship's Gap, but the leading division (Wood's) of the 15th corps 
pidly carried the advanced posts held by two companies of a South Carolina 
gimeot, making them prisoners. The remaining eight companies escaped to 
6 main body near Lafayette. The next morning we passed over into the 
Hey of the Chattooga, the army of the Tennessee moving in pursuit, by La- 
jrette and Alpine, toward Blue pond ; the army of the Cumberland, by Sum- 
irville and Melville Post Office, to Gaylesville, and the army of the Ohio and 
irrard's cavalry from Villanow, Dirttown valley, and Gover's Gap, to Gaylesvile. 
ood, however, was little mcumbered with trains, and marched with great rapidity, 
d had succeeded in getting into the narrow gorge formed by the Lookout range 
atting against the Coosa river, in the neighborhood of Gadsden. He evidently 
inted to avoid a fight. 

On the 19th all the armies were grouped about Gaylesville, in the rich valley 
the Chattooga, abounding in corn and meat, and I determined to pause in my 
LFsnit of the enemy, to watch his movements and live on the country. I hoped 
at Hood would turn toward Guntersville and Bridgeport. The army of the 
enneasee was posted near Little river, with instructions to feel forward in sup- 
>it of the cavalry, which was ordered to watch Hood in the neighborhood of 
'ill's valley, and to give me the earliest notice possible of his turning northward, 
he army of the Ohio was posted at Cedar BlufiP, with orders to lay a pontoon 
TOM the Coosa, and to feel forward to Center and down in the direction of 
lae mountain. The army of the Cumberland was held in reserve at Gaylesville ; 
id all the troops were instructed to draw heavily for supplies from the sur- 
nnding country. In the mean time communications were opened to Rome, and 
heavy force set to work in repairing the damages done to our railroads. At- 
uta was abundantly supplied with provisions, but forage was scarce, and Gkn- 
al Slocum was instructed to send strong foraging parties out in the direction 
' South river and collect all the corn and fodder possible, and to put his own 
ains in good condition for further service. 

Hood's movement and strategy had demonstrated that he had an army capable 
' endangering at all times my communications, but unable to meet me in open 
^t. To follow him would simply amount to being decoyed away from Geor- 
a, with little prospect of overtaking and overwhelming him. To remain on 
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the defensive would have been bad policy for an army of so great ralne as the 
one I then commanded, and I was forced to adopt a coun^e more frnitfiil in re- 
sults than the naked one of following him to the southwest. I had previoaslj 
submitted to the commander-in-chief a general plan, which amounted subfitan- 
tially to the destruction of Atlanta and the railroad back to Chattanooga, and 
sallying forth from Atlanta, through the heart of Georgia, to capture one or more 
of the great Atlantic seaports. This I renewed from Gaylesville, modified some- 
what by the change of events. 

On the 2Hth of October, satisfied that Hood had moved westward from Gade- 
den acro&>s Sand mountain, I detached the 4th corps, Major General Stanley, 
and ordered him to proceed to Chattanooga and report to Major General Thomu 
at Nashville. Subsequently, on the 30th October, I also detached the 23d 
corps. Major General Schofield, with the same destination ; and delegated to 
Major General Thomas full power over all the troops subject to my command, 
except the four corps with which I designed to move into Georgia. This eaTe 
him the two divisions under A. J. Smith, then in Missouri, but em route for Ten- 
nessee, the two corps named, and all the garrisons in Tennessee, as also all the 
cavalry of my military division, except one division under Brigiidier General 
Kilpatrick, which was ordered to rendezvous at Marietta. Brevet Major Gen- 
eral Wilson had arrived from the army of the Potomac to assume command of 
the cavalry of my army, and I despatched him back to Nashville with all dis- 
mounted detachments, and orders as rapidly as possible to collect the cavabj 
serving in Kentucky and Tennessee, to mount, organize, and eauip them, and 
report to Major General Thomas for duty. These forces I judged wonld enable 
General Thomas to defend the railroad from Chattanooga back, including Nash- 
ville and Decatur, and give him an army with which he could successfully eope 
with Hood should the latter cross the Tennessee northward. 

By the Ist of November Hood's army had moved from Gadsden and made 
its appearance in the neighborhood of Decatur, where a feint was made; he 
then passed on to Tuscumbia and laid a pontoon bridge opposite Florence. I 
then began my preparations for the march through Georgia, having received the 
sanction of the commander-in-chief for carrying into effect my plan, the detaiii 
of which were explained to all my corps commanders and heads of staff depart- 
ments, with strict injunctions of secrecy. I had also communicated full details 
to General Thomas, and had informed him I would not leave the neighborhood 
of Kingston until he felt perfectly confident that he was entirely prepared to 
cope with Hood, should he carry into effect his threatened invasion of Tennefl«ee 
and Kentucky. I estimated Hood's force at 35,000 infantry and 10,000 car- 
airy. 

I moved the army of the Tennessee by slow and easy marches on the sootn 
of the Coosa back to the neighborhood of Smyrna camp ground, and the 14th 
corps, General Jeff. C. Davis, to Kingston, whither I repaired in person on 
the 2d of November. From that point I directed all surplus artillery, all bag* 
gtige not needed for my contemplated march, all the sick and wounded, refugee^ 
&c., to be sent back to Chattanooga; and the four corps above mentioned, with 
Kilpatrick's cavalry, were put in the most efficient condition possible for a long 
and difficult march. This operation crnsumed the time until the 11th of No- 
vember, when everything being ready, I ordered General Corse, who still remained 
at Rome, to destroy the bridges there, all foundries, mills, shops, warehonse^t 
or other property that could be useful to an enemy, and to move to Kingston. 
At the same time the railroad in and about Atlanta, and between the Etowah 
and the Chattahoochee, was ordered to be utterly destroyed. The garrisons from 
Kingston northward wei*e also ordered to draw back to Chattanooga, taking 
with them all public property and all railroad stock, and to take up the railt 
from Resaca back, saving them, ready to be replaced whenever future interestt 
should demand. The railroad between the Etowah and the Ooatenaula was left 
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intoncfaed, because I thon^bt it more tban probable we would find it necessary 
o reoccupj tbe country as far forward as tbe line of tbe Etowah. Atlanta itself 
8 only of strategic value as long as it is a railroad centre ; and as all the railroads 
eading to it are destroyed, as well as all its foundries, machine-shops, warehouses, 
lepots, &c., it is of no more value than any other point in north Georgia ; whereas 
he line of the Etowah, by reason of its rivers and natural features, possesses an 
mportance which will always continue. From it all parts of Georgia and Ala- 
lama can be reached by armies marching with trains down the Coosa or the 
Chattahoochee valleys. 

On tbe 12 (h of November my army stood detached and cut off from all com- 
nunication with the rear. It was composed of four corps — the 15th and 17th, 
x>n8tituting the right wing, under Major General 0. 0. Howard; the 14th and 
^Oth corps, constituting the lefb wing, under Major General H. W. Slocum ; of 
ui aggregate strength of 60,000 infantry ; one cavalry division, in aggregate 
itrength 5,500, under Brigadier General Judson Kilpatrick, and the artillery 
reducefl to the minimum, one gun per thousand men. 

The whole force was moved rapidly and grouped about Atlanta on the 14th 
(November. In the mean time Captain 0. M. roe had thoroughly destroyed 
Atlanta, save its mere dwelling-houses and churches, and the right wing, with 
Greneral Kilpatrick's cavalry, was put in motion in the direction of Jonesboro' 
ind McDonough, with orders to make a strong feint on Macon, to cross the 
Ocmulgee about Planters' Mills, and rendezvous in the neighborhood of Gordon 
in aeven days, exclusive of the day of march. On the same day General Slocum 
laoved with the 20th corps by Decatur and Stone mountain, with orders to tear 
ap the ruilroad from Social Circle to Madison, to burn the large and important 
railroad bridge across the Oconee, east of Madison, and turn south and reach 
Milledgeville on the seventh day, exclusive of the day of march. In person I 
left Atlanta on the 16th, in company with the 14th corps. Brevet Major General 
le£fl G. Davis, by Liihonia, Covington, and Shady Dale, directly on Milledge- 
nlle. All the troops were provided with good wagon trains, loaded with ammu- 
nition, and supplies approximating twenty days* bread, forty days' sugar and 
coffee, a double allowance of salt for forty days, and beef cattle equal to forty 
lays' supplies. The wagons were also supplied with about three days' forage, 
n grain. All were instructed, by a judicious system of foraging, to maintain 
ills order of things as long as possible, living chiefly if not solely upon the 
»>iintry, which I knew to abound in com, sweet potatoes, and meats. 

My first object was, of course, to place my army in the very heart of Georgia, 
interposing between Macon and Augusta, and obliging the enemy to divide his 
forces to defend not only those poiut-s, but Milieu, Savannah, and Charleston. 
All my calculations were fully realized. During the 22d General Kilpatrick 
made a good feint on Macon, driving the enemy within his intreuchments, and 
then drew back to Griswoldville, where Walcott's brigade of infkntry joined 
bim to cover that flank, whilst Howard's trains were closing up and his men 
scattered, breaking up railroads. The enemy came out of Macon and attacked 
Walcott in position, but was so roughly handled that he never repeated the ex- 
periment. On the eighth day after leaving Atlanta, namely, on the 23d, General 
Slocum occupied Milledgeville and the important bridge across the Oconee there, 
and Generals Howard and Kilpatrick were in and about Gordon. 

General Howard was then ordered to move eastward, destroying the railroad 
thoroughly in his progress as far as Tennille Station, opposite Sandersville, and 
General Slocum to move to Sandersville by two roads. General Kilpatrick was 
ordered to Milledgeville, and thence move rapidly eastward, to break the rttil- 
road which leads from Millen to Augusta, then to turn upon Millen and rescue 
cor prisoners of war supposed to be confined at that place. I accompanied the 
20th corps from Milledgeville to Sandersville, approaching which place, on the 
25th, we found the bridges across Buffalo creek burned, which delayed us three 
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hours. The next day we entered Sandenvillf, skirmishing with Wheeler*8 
cavalry, which offered little opposition to the advance of the 20th and 14th 
corps, entering the place almost at the same moment. 

General Slocnm was then ordered to tear np and destroy the Georgia Central 
railroad, from Station 13 (Tennille) to Station 10, near the crossing of Ogeechee; 
one of his corps substantially following the railroad, the other by way of Louis- 
ville, in support of Kilpatrick's cavalry. In person I shifted to the right wing, 
and accompanied the 17th corps. General Blair, on the south of the railroad, till 
abreast of Station 9^. (Barton;) General Howard, in person, with the 15thcorpf, 
keeping further to the right, and about one day's march ahead, ready to tun 
against the flank of any enemy who should oppose our progress. At Barton I 
learned that Kilpatrick's cavalry had reached the Augusta railroad about Waynes- 
boro', where he ascertained that our prisoners had been removed from MiUen, 
and therefore the purpose of rescuing them, upon which we had set our hearts, 
was an impossibility. But as Wheeler's cavalry had hung around him, and as 
he had retired to Louisville to meet our infantry, in pursuance of my instroe- 
tions not to risk battle unless at great advantage, I ordered him to leave his 
wagons and all incumbrances with the left wing, and moving in the direction of 
Augusta, if Wheeler gave him the opportunity, to indulge him with all the fight- 
ing he wanted. General Kilpatrick, supported by Baird's division of infantry 
of the 14th corps, again moved in the direction of Waynesboro', and enconnte^ 
ing Wheeler in the neighborhood of Thomas's Station, attacked him in position, 
driving him from three successive lines of barricades handsomely through 
Waynesboro' and across Brier creek, the bridges over which he burned; and 
then, with Baird's division, rejoined the left wing, which in the mean time had 
been marching by easy stages of ten miles a day in the direction of Lumpkin's 
Station and Jacksonboro'. 

The 17th corps took up the destruction of the railroad at the Ogeechee, near 
Station 10, and continued it to Millen ; the enemy offering little or no opposi- 
tion, although preparation had seemingly been made at Millen. 

On the 3a of December the 17th corps, which I accompanied, was at MiUen; 
the 15th corps, General Howard, was south of the Ogeechee, opposite Statkm 
7, (Scarboro';) the 20th corps. General Slocum, on the Augusta railroad, about 
four miles north of Millen, near Buckhead church, and the 14th corps, General 
Jeff. (j. Davis, in the neighborhood of Lumpkin's Station, on the Augusta rail- 
road. All were ordered to march in the direction of Savannah — the 15th coips 
to continue south of the Ogeechee, the 17th to destroy the railroad as ftr as 
Ogeechee church — and four days were allowed to reach the line from Ogeechee 
church to the neighborhood of Halley's ferry, on the Savannah river. All the 
columns reached their destinations on time, and continued to march on their sev- 
eral roads; General Davis following the Savannah river road, General Slocnm 
the middle road by way of Springfield, General Blair the railroad, and General 
H(iward still south and west of the Ogeechee, with orders to cross to the east 
bank opposite "Eden Station," or Station No 2. 

As we approached Savannah the country became more marshy and difficolt, 
and more obstructions were met, in the way of felled trees, where the roads 
crossed the creek, swamps, or narrow causeways; but our pioneer companies ware 
well organized, and removed the obstruction in an incredibly short time. No 
opposition from the enemy worth speaking of was encoimtcred until the beads 
of columns were within fifteen miles of Savannah, where all the roads leadmc 
to the city were obstructed more or less by felled timber, with earthworks and 
artillery. But these were easily turned and the enemy driven away, so that hj 
the 10th of December the enemy was driven within his lines at Savannah. 
These followed substantially a swampy creek which empties into the Savannah 
river about three miles above the city, across t-o the head of a corresponding 
stream which empties into the Little Ogeechee. These streams were aingidaily 
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fiiTorable to the enemy as a cover, being very marshy, and bordered by riee fields, 
which were flooded either by the tide-water or by inland ponds, the gates to 
which were controlled and covered by his heavy artilleiy. The only approaches 
to the city were by five narrow causeways, namely, the two railroads, and the 
Augusta, the Louisville, and the Ogeechee dirt roads ; all of which were com- 
manded by heavy ordnance, too strong for us to fight with onr light field-guns. 
To assault an enemy of unknown strength at such a disadvantage appeared to 
me unwise, especially as I had so successfully brought my army, almost un- 
acathed, so great a distance, and could surely attam the same result by the opera- 
tion of time. - 1 therefore instructed my army commanders to closely invest the 
dty firom the north and west, and to reconnoitre well the ground in their ^nts, 
reepeetively, whilst I gave my personal attention to opening communications 
with onr fleet, which I knew was waiting for us in Tybee, Wassaw, and Ossa- 
haw sounds. 

In approaching Savannah, Greneral Slocum struck the Charleston railroad 
near the bridge, and occupied the river bank as his left flank, where he had cap- 
tared two of the enemy's river boats, and had prevented two others (gunboats) 
ftom eoming down the river to communicate with the city ; while General How- 
ard* by his right flank, had broken the Gulf railroad at Fleming's and way sta- 
tions and occupied the railroad itself down to the Little Ogeechee, near " Station 
1 ;" BO that no supplies could reach Savannah by any of its accustomed chan- 
nels. We, on the contrary, possessed large herds of cattle, which we had 
hffoui^t along or gathered in the country, and our wagons still contained a rei^ 
sooable amount of breadstti£& and other necessaries, and the fine rice crops of 
the Savannah and Ogeechee rivers furnished to our men and animals a large 
amount of rice and rice straw. We also held the country to the south and west 
of the Ogeechee as foraging ground. Still, communication with the fleet was of 
vital importance, and I directed General Kilpatrick to cross the Ogeechee by a 
pontoon bridge, to reconnoitre Fort McAllister, and to proceed to St. Catherine's 
sound* in the direction of Sunbury or Kilkenny Blu£P, and open communication 
with the fleet. General Howard had previously, by my direction, sent one of 
his best scouts down the Ogeechee in a canoe for a like purpose. But more 
than this was necessary. We wanted the vessels and their contents; and the 
Ogeechee river, a navigable stream, close to the rear of our camps, was the proper 
aFenuQ of supply. 

The enemy had burned the road-bridge across the Ogeechee, just below the 
mouth of the Ganoochee, known as " King's bridge." This was reconstructed 
in an incredibly short time, in the most substantial manner, by the 58th Indiana, 
Colonel Buel, under the direction of Captain Reese, of the engineer corps, and 
on the momins of the 13th December the second division of the 15th corps, 
under command of Brigadier General Hazen, crossed the bridge to the west bank 
of the Ogeechee and marched down with orders to carry by assault Fort McAl- 
lister, a suong enclosed redoubt, manned by two companies of artillery and three 
of infiintry, in all about 200 men, and mounting 23 guns en barbette^ and one 
mortar. Greneral Hazen reached the vicinity of Fort McAllister about 1 p. m., 
deployed his division abjut the place, with both flanks resting upon the river, 
poeted his skirmishers judiciously behind the trunks of trees whose branches had 
been used for abatis, and about 5 p. m. assaulted the place with nine regiments 
at three points, all of them successfully. I witnessed the assault from a rice 
mill on the opposite bank of the river, and can bear testimony to the handsome 
manner in which it was accomplished. 

Up to this time we had not communicated with our fleet. From the signal 
station at the rice mill our officers had looked for two days over the rice fields 
and salt marsh in the direction of Ossabaw sound, but could see nothing of it. 
But while watching the preparations for the assault on Fort McAllister, we dis- 
eoveied in the distance what seemed to be the smoke-stack of a steamer, which 
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became more and more distinct, until about tbe very moment of the assault she 
was plainly visible below the fort, and our signal was answered. As soon as I 
saw our colors fairly planted upon the walls of McAllister, in company with 
General Howard I went in a small boat down to the fort and met General Haien, 
who had not yet communicated with the gunboat below, as it was shut out to 
him by a point of timber. Determined to communicate that night, I got another 
small boat and a crew and pulled down the riveV till I found the tug Dandelion, 
Captain Williamson, United States navy, who informed me that Captain Dun- 
can, who had been sent by General Howard, had succeeded in reaching Admiral 
Dahlgren and General Foster, and that he was expecting them hourly in Ossa- 
baw sound. After making communications to those officers, and a short com- 
munication to the War Department, I returned to Fort McAllister that night, 
and before daylight was overtaken by Major Strong, of General Foster's staffs 
advising me that General Foster had arrived in the Ogeechee, near Fort McAl- 
lister, and was very anxious to meet me on board his boat I accordinglj 
returned with him. and met General Foster on board the steamer Nemaha ; and 
after consultation determined to proceed with him down tbe sound in hopes to 
meet Admiral Dahlgren. But we did not meet him until we reached Wassaw 
sound about noon. 1 there went on board the admiral's flag-ship, the Harvest 
Moon, after having arranged with General Foster to send us from Hilton Head 
some siege ordnance and some boats suitable for navigating the Ogeechee river. 
Admiral Dahlgren very kindly furnished me with all the data concerning his 
fleet and the numerous forts that guarded the inland channels between the sea 
and Savannah. I explained to him how completely Savannah was invested it 
all points, save only the plank road on the South Carolina shore, known as tbe 
** Union cauflcway,'* which I thought I could reach from my left flank acrms 
the Savannah river. I explained to him that if he would simply enga|;e the 
attention of the forts along Wilmington channel, at Beaulieu and Hosedew, I 
thought I could carry the defences of Savannah by assault as soon as the heavv 
ordnance arrived from Hilton Head. On the 1 5th the admiral carried me back 
to Fort McAllister, whence I returned to our lines in the rear of Savannah. 

Having received and carefully considered all the reports of division com- 
manders, I determined to assault the lines of the enemy as soon as my heavy 
ordnance came from Port Royal, first making a formal demand for surrender. 
On the 17th, a number of thirty-pounder Parrott guns having reached King's 
bridge, I proceeded in person to the headquarters of Major General Slocum, 
on the Augusta road, and despatched thence into Savannah, by flag of truce« a 
formal demand for the surrender of the place ; and on the following day received 
an answer from General Hardee refusing to surrender. 

In the mean time further reconnoissances from our left flank had demonstrated 
that it was impracticable or unwise to push any considerable force across tbe 
Savannah river, for the enemy held the river opposite the city with iron-dad 
gunboats, and could destroy any pontoons laid down by us betwe(^n Hutchinson's 
island and the South Carolina shore, which would isolate any force sent over 
from that flank. 1 therefore ordered General Slocum to get into position die 
siege guns, and make all the preparations necessary to assault, and report to me 
the earliest moment when he could be ready, whilst I should ^proceed rapidly 
round by the right atid make arrangements to occupy the Union causeway frott 
the direction of i'ort Royal. General Foster had already established a divisioD 
of troops on the peninsula or neck between the Coosawatchie and Tullifinney 
rivers, at the head of Broad river, from which position he could reach the nil- 
road with his artillery. I went to Port Royal in person, and made arrangements 
to re-enforce that command by one or more divisions, under a proper officer, to 
assault and carry the railroad, and thence turn toward Savannah until it occi- 
pied the causeway in question. I went on board the admiral's flag-ship, the 
Harvest Moon, which put out to sea on the night of the 20th. But the wind 
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va» high, and increased during the night, so that the pilot jadged Ossabaw bar 
mpassable, and ran into the Tybee, whence we proceeded through the inland 
;hanneld into Warsaw sound, and thence through Romnej marsh. But the ebb 
ide canght the Harvest Moon and she was unable to make the passage. Ad- 
niral Dahlgren took me in his barge, and pulling in the direction of Vernon 
iver we met the army tug lied Legs, bearing a message from my adjutant, Captain 
[3ayton, of that morning, the 2 lit, to the effect that our troops were in possession. 
>f the enemy's lines, and were advancing without opposition into Savannah,' 
;he enemy having evacuated the place during the previous night. 

Admiral Dahlgren proceeded up the Vernon river in his barge, while L 
irausferred to the tug, in which I proceeded to Fort McAllister, and thence to» 
he rice-mill, and on the morning of the 22d rode into the city of Savannah^ 
Jready occapied by our troops. 

I was very much disappointed that llardee had escaped with his garris )rf, 
kod had to content myself with the material fruits of victory without the cost 
>f life which would have attended a general assault. The substantial results 
rill be more clearly set forth in the tabular statements of heavy ordnance and 
•thcr public property acquired, and it will suffice here to state that the important 
ity of Savannah, with its valuable harbor and river, was the chief object of the 
ampaign. With it we acquire all the forts and heavy ordnance in its vicinity, 
ritli large stores of ammunition, shot and shells, cotton, rice, and other valuable 
irodactfl of the country. We also gain locomotives and cars, which, though of 
ittle 080 to us in the present condition of the railroads, are a serious loss to the 
nemy ; as well as four steamboats gained, and the loss to the enemy of the 
rou-clad Savannah, one ram, and three transports, blown up or burned by them 
he night before. 

Formal demand having been made fvir the surrender, and having been refused, 
contend that everything within the line of the intrenchments belongs to the 
*nited States, and I shall not hesitate to use it, if necessary, for public purposes. 
tut inasmuch as the inhabitants generally have manifested a friendly disposition, 
shall disturb them as little as possible consistently with the military rights of 
•resent and future military commanders, without remitting in the leajt our just 
ights as captors. 

After having made the necessary orders for the disposition of the troops in 
nd about Savannah, I ordered Captain O. M. Poe, chief engineer, to make a 
borough examination of the enemy *s works in and about Savannah, with a 
lew to making it conform to our future uses. New lines of defences will 
*e built, embracing the city proper, Forts Jackson, Thunderbolt, and Pulaski 
etained, with slight modiiications in their armanent and rear defences. All 
he rest of the enemy's forts will be dismantled and destroyed, and their heavy 
rdnance transferred to Hilton Uead, where it can be more easily guarded. 
)nr base of supplies will be established in Savannah as soon as the very difficult 
bfltructions placed in the river can be partially removed. These obstructiouB 
t present offer a very serious impediment to the commerce of Savannah, con- 
isting of crib-work of logs and timber heavily bolted together, and filled with 
obble stones which formerly paved the streets of Savannah. All the channels 
Kilow the city were foimd more or less filled with torpedoes, which have been 
emovcd by order of Admiral Dahlgren ; so that Savannah already fulfils the 
nportant part it was designed in our plans for the future. 

In thus sketching the course of events connected with this campaign I have 
•orposely passed lightly over the march from Atlanta to the sea-shore, because 
: waa made in four or more columns, sometimes at a distance of fifteen or twenty 
lilcfl from each other, and it was impossible for me to attend but one. There- 
ire I have left it to the army and corps commanders to describe in their own 
iDgoage the events which attended the march of their respective columns. 
rhese reports are herewith submitted, and I beg to refer to them for further dc- 
75 w 
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tails. I would merely Bum up the advantage!* which I conceive have accrued 
to ufl by this march. 

Our former labors in north Georgia had demonstrated the truth that do large 
^rmy, cairying with it the nec(*8.*ary stores and baggage, can overtake and cap- 
ture an inferior force of the enemy in his own country. Therefore no alternative 
was left me but the one I adopted, namely, to divide my forces, and with the 
one part act ofleni«ively against the enemy's resources, while with the other I 
should act dcft-n^ively, and invite the enemy to attack, risking the chances of 
battle. In tliis concluMon I have been singularly sustained by the result?. 
General Hood, who, as I have heretofore described, had moved to the westward 
near Tuscnmbin, with a view to decoy me away from Georgia, finding himself 
mistaken, was forced to choose either to pursue me, or to act offensively agaiust 
the other part left in TenneJ»see. He adopted the latter course ; and General 
Thomas has wisely and well fulfilled his part of the grand scheme in drawing 
Hood well up into 'JVnnesj^ee until he could concentrate all his own troops and 
then tuni upon Hood, as he has done, and destroy or fatally cripple his armj. 
That part of my army is so far removed from me that I leave, with perfect con- 
fidence, its m:inag(inent and history to General Thomas. 

I was thereby left with a well-appointe<l army to sever the enemy's only ^^ 
maining railroad communications eastward and westward, for over one hundred 
miles, namely, the Georgia State railroad, which is broken up from Fairbnrn 
Station to Madison and the Oconee, and the Central railroad from Gordon clear 
to Savannah, with numerous breaks on the latter road from Gordon to Eatonton. 
and from Millen to Augusta, and the Savannah and Gulf railroad. We have 
also consumed the corn and fodder in the region of country thirty miles on 
either s^ide of a line from Atlanta to Savannah, as also the sweet potatoes, cattle, 
hogs, sheep and poultry, and have carried away more than ten thousand horse? 
and mules, as well as a countltss number of their slaves. I estimate the damage 
done to the State of Georgia and its military resources at 8100,000,000; at 
least twenty millions of which has inured to our advantage, and the remainder 
is simple waste and destruction. This may seem a hard species of warfarr', 
but it brings the sad realities of war home to those who have been directly or 
indirectly instrumental in involving us in its attendant calamities. 

The campaign has also placed this branch of my army in a position from 
which other great military results may be attempted, besides leaving in Ten- 
nessee and north Alabama a force which is amply sufficient to meet all the chance? 
of war in that region of our countiy. 

Since the capture of Atlanta my staff is unchanged, save that Gener.il Banr, 
chief of artillery, has been absent, sick, since our leaving Kingston. Surgeon 
Moore, United States army, is chief medical director, in place of Surgeon Kittoc, 
relieved to resume his proper duties as a medical inspector. Major Hitchcock, 
assistant adjutant general, has also been added to my staff, and has been of 
great assistance in the field and office. Captain Dayton still remains as mj * 
adjntant general. All have, as formerly, fulfilled their parts to my entire satis- 
faction. 

In the body of my army I feel a just pride. Generals Howard and Slocnm 
are gentlemen of singular cajjacity and intelligence, thorough soldiers and patriots 
working day and night, not for themselves, Lut for their country and their men. 
General Kilpatrick. who commanded the cavalry of this army, has handled it 
with spirit and dash to my entire satisfaction, and kept a superior force of the 
enemy's cavalry from even approaching our infantry columns or wagon trains. 

His report is full and graphic. All the division and brigade commanders 
merit my personal and official thanks, and 1 shall spare no efforts to secure them 
commissions equal to the rank they have exercised so well. As to the rank and 
file, they seem so full of confidence in themselves that I doubt if they iraat • 
compliment from mc ; but I must do them the justice to say that whether called 
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n to fight, to inarch, to wade streams, to make roads, clear out ohstructions, 
uild bridges, make " corduroy," or tear up raih'oads, they have done it with 
lacrity and a degree of cheerfulness unsurpassed. A little loose in foraging, 
ley " did some things they ought not to have done," yet, on the whole, they 
ave supplied the wants of the army with as little violence as could be expected, 
nd as little loss as I calculated. Some of these foraging parties had encounters 
ritb the enemy which would in ordinary times rank as respectable battles. 
?be behavior of our troops in Savannah has been so manly, so quiet, so perfect, 
hat I take it as the best evidence of discipline and true courage. Never was 

hostile city, filled with women and children, occupied by a large army with 
»w disorder, or more system, order, and good government. The same general 
nd generous spirit of confidence and good feeling pervades the army which it 
as ever afforded me especial pleasure to report on former occasions. 

I avail myself of this occasion to express my hear; felt thanks to Admiral 
)ah]grcn and the officers and men of his fleet, as also to General Foster and 
is command, for the hearty welcome given U6 on our arrival at the coast, and 
>r their steady and prompt co-operation in all measures tending to the result 
ccomplished. 

I send herewith a map of the country through which we have passed ; reports 
rem General Howard, General Slocum, and General Kilpatrick, and their 
abordinntes, respectively, with the usual lists of captured property, killed, 
rounded, and missing, prisoners of war taken and ret«cued ; as also copies of all 
•apers illustrating the campaign ; all of which are respectfully submitted by 

Your obedient servant, 

W. T. SHERMAN, 

Major General. 

Major General H. W. Halleck, 

Chief of Staff y Washington City, D. C. 

Official copy : 

E. D. TOWNSEND, 

Assistant Adjutant General. 
Adjutant General^s Office, • 

November 18, 1865. 



Major General William T. Sherman* s report of the campaign of the Carolinas, 

Headquarters Military Division of the Mississippi, 

Goldshoro\ N. C, April 4, 1865. 

Gbnbral : I must now endeavor to group the events of the past three months 
^nnected with the armies under my command, in order that you may have as 
dear an understanding of the late campaign as the case admits of. The reports 
>f subordinate commanders will enable you to fill up the picture. 

I have heretofore explained how, in the progress of our arms, I was enabled 
o leave in the west an army under Major General George H. Thomas, of 
mfficient strength to meet emergencies in that quarter, while in person I 
tondncted another army, composed of the 14th, 15th, 17th, and 20th 
»rps, and Kilpatrick's division of cavalry, to the Atlantic slope, aim ins 
o approach the grand theatre of war in Virginia by the time the season would 
idmit of military operations in that latitude. The first lodgement on the coast 
WMB made at Savannah, strongly fortified and armed, and valuable to us as a 
;ood sea-port with its navigable stream inland. Near a month was consumed 
liere in refitting the army, and in making the proper disposition of captured 
iropertj, and other local matters ; but by the 15th of January I was all read^ 
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to resume the march. Preliminary to ihisj, General Howard, commanding the 
right wing, was ordered to embark h a command at Thunderbolt, transport it to 
Beaufort, South Ciirolina, and thence by the 15th of January make aloagemcnt 
on the Charleston railroad, at or near Pocotalip^o. This was accomplished 

Punctually, at little cost, by the 17th corps, Major Oeuenil Blair, and a 
cpot for supplies was established near the mouth of Pocotaligo creek, with 
easy water communication back to Hilton Head. 

The left wing, Major General Slocum, and the cavalry, Major General Kil- 
patrick, were orden d to rendezvous about the same time near Roberteville and 
Coosawhatchie, South Carolina, with a depot of supplies at Pnreyaburg, or 
Sister's ferry, on the Savannah river. General Slocum had a good pontoon 
bridge constructed oppo.^^ite the city, and the *' Union causeway" leading throngh' 
the low rice-iields r>pposite Savannah was repaired and " corduroyed," but be- 
fore the time appointed to start, the heavy rains of January had swelled the 
river, broken the i)ontoon bridge, and overflowed the whole "bottom," so that 
the causeway was four feet under water, and General Slocum was compelled to 
look higher up for a passage over the Savannah rivt r. He moved up to Sister'a 
ferry, but eviMi there the river with its overflowed bottoms was near three 
miles wide, and he did not succeed in getting his whole wing across until during 
the first week of February. 

In the mean lime General Grant had sent me Grover*s division of the 19th 
corps to garrison Savannah, and had drawn the 2^3d corps. Major General 
Schofield, from Tennessee, and sent it to re-enforce the commands of Major 
Generals Terry and Palmer, operating on the coast of North Carolina, to pre- 
pare the way for my coming. 

On the ISth of January 1 transferred the forts and city of Savannah to Major 
General Foster, commanding the department of the south, imparted to him ray 
plans of operation, and instincted him how to follow my movements inland bj 
occupying in succession the city of Charleston and such other points alon^ the 
sea-coast as would be of any military value to us. The combined naval and 
land forces under Admiral Porter and General Terrv had on the 15th of Jan- 
uary captured Fort Fisher and the rebel forts at the mouth of Cape Fear river, 
gi^ngme an additional point of secnrity on the sea-coast. But I had already 
resolved in my own mind, and had so advised General Grant, that I would 
undertake at one stride to make Gold>boro*, and open communication w ith the 
sea by the Newbern railroad, and had ordered Colonel W. W. Wright, super- 
intendent of military railroads, to proceed in advance to Newbern, and to be 
prepared to extend the railroad out from Newbern to Goldsboro* by the 15th of 
March . 

On the 19th of January all preparations were complete and the orders of 
march given. My chief quartermaster and commissary, Generals Eaton and 
Beckwith, were ordered to complete the supplies at Sister's ferry and Poco- 
taligo, and then to follow our movement coastwise, looking for my arrival at 
Goldsboro*, North Carolina, about March 15, and opening communicatioh with 
me from Morehead City. 

On the 22d of January I embarked at Savannah for Hilton Head, where I 
held a conference with Admiral D.ihlgren, United States navy, and Major 
General Foster, commanding the department of the south, and next day pro- 
ceeded to Beaufort, riding out thence on the 24th to Pocotaligo, where tlie 17th 
corps. Major General Blair, was encamped. The 15th corps was somewhat 
scattered — Woods's and liazen's divisions at Beaufort, John E. Smith marching 
from Savannah by the coast road, and Corse still at Savannah, cat off by the 
storms and freshet in the river. On the 25th a demonstration was made against 
the Combahee ferry and railroad bridge across the Salkehatchic. merely to 
amuse the enemy, who had evidently adopted that river as his defensive liM 
against our supposed objective, the city of Charleston. I reconnoitred the line 
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in person, and saw that the heavy rains had swollen the river so that water 
stood in the swamps for a hreadih of more than a mile, at a depth of from one 
to twenty feet. Not having the remotest intention of approaching Charleston, 
I comparatively small force was able, by seeming preparations to cross over, to 
ceep in their front a considerable force of the enemy disposed to contest our 
idvance on Charleston. On the 27fh I rode to the camp of General Hatch's 
livision of Foster's command, on the Tiillafuinev and Coosawhatchie rivers, 
md directed those places to be evacuated, as no longer of any use to us. That 
liviaion was then moved to Pocotaligo to keep up the feints already begun, 
until we should with the right wing move higher up and cross the Salkehatchie 
about Rivera's or Broxton's bridge. 

On the 29th I learned that the roads back of Savannah had at last become 
nifficiently free of the^ flood to admit of General Slocum putting his wing in 
notion, and that he was already approaching S ster's ferry, whither a gunboat, 
lie Ponti&c, Captain Luce, kindly furnished by Admiral Dahlgren, had pre- 
ceded him to cover the crossing. In the mean time three divisions of the 15th 
!orps had closed up at Pocotaligo, and the right wing had loaded its wagons 
ind was ready to start. I therefore directed General Howard to move one 
;orp8, the 17th, alon? the Salkehatchie, as high up as Rivers's bridge, and the 
>ther, the 15th, by Hickory Hill, Loper's Cross-roads, Anglesey post office, and 
Beaufort *8 bridge. Hatch's division was ordered to n*main at Pocotaligo, 
feigning at the Salkehatchie railroad bridge and ferry, until our movement 
turned the enemy's position and forced him to fall behind the Edisto. 

The 17th and 15th corps drew out of camp on the 31st of January, but the 
real march began on the 1st of February. All tlie roads northward had for 
reeks been held by Wheelei 's cavalry, who had, by details of negro laborers, 
:elled trees, burned bridges, and made obstructions to impede our march. But 
JO well organized were our pioneer battalions, and so strong and intelligent our 
men, that obstructions seemed only to quicken /their progress. Felled trees 
irere removed and bridges rebuilt by the heads of columns before the rear could 
:lo6e up. On the 2d of February the 1^5th corps reached Loper's Cross-roads, 
ind the 17th was at Rivers's bridge. From Loper's Cross-roads I communi- 
mtcd with General Slocnm, still struggling with the floods of the Savannah 
river at Sister's ferry. He had two divisions of the 20th corps. General Wil- 
liams, on the east bank, and was enabled to cross over on his pontoons the 
cavalry of Kilpatrick. General Williams was ordered to Beaufort's bridge by 
way of Lawtonville and Allandale, Kilpatrick to Blackville via Barnwell, and 
Seneral Slocum to hurry the crossing at Sister's ferry as much as possible, and 
avertake the right wing on the South Carolina railroad. General Howard, 
with the right wing, was directed to cross the Salkehatchie and push rapidly 
Tor the South Carolina railroad at or near Midway. The enemy held the line 
of the Salkehatchie in force, having infantry and artilh^y intrenched at Rivers's 
and Beaufort's bridges. The 17ih corps was ordered to carry Rivers's bridge, 
and the 15th corps Beaufort's bridge, l^he former position was carried promptly 
and skilfully by Mower's and Giles A. Smith's divisions of the 17th corps, on 
the 3d of February, by crossing the swamp, nearly three miles wide, with 
water varying from knee to shoulder deep. The weather was bitter cold, and 
Q^nerals Mower and Smith led their divisions in person, on foot, waded the 
swamp, made a lodgement below the bridge, and turned on the rebel brigade 
which guarded it, driving it in confusion and disorder towards Branch ville. Our 
casualties were one officer and seventeen men killed, and seventy men wounded, 
who were sent to Pocotaligo. The line of the Salkehatchie being thus broken, 
the enemy retreated at once behind the Edisto at Branchville, and the whole 
inny was pushed rapidly to the South Carolina railroad at Midway, Bamberg, 
for Lowry's Station,) and Graham's Station. The 17th corps, by threatening 
Branchville, forced the enemy to burn the railroad bridge and Walker's bridge 
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below, acro83 the Edisto. All luindi^ were at once set to work to destroy the rail- 
road track. From the 7th to the 10th of February this work was thoroughly 
prosecuted by the 17th corps, from the Edisto up to Bamberg, and by the 15tli 
corps from Bamberg up to Black ville. In the mean time General Kilpatrick 
had brought his cavalry raj»idly by Barnwell to Blackville, and had turned 
towards Aiken, with orders to threaten Augusta, but not to be drawn needlesily 
into a serious battle. This he skilfully accomplished, skirmishing heavily 
with Wheeler's cavalry, first at Blackville and afterward at Willistou and Aiken. 
General Williams, with two divisions of the 20th corps, marched to the South 
Carolina railroad at Graham's Station, on the 8th, and General Slocnm reached 
Blackville on the 10th. The destruction of the railroad was continued by the 
left wing from Blackville up to Windsor. By the 11th of February all the 
army was on the railroad from Midway to Johnson's Station, thereby dividing 
the enemy's forces, which still remained at Branchville and Charleston on the 
one hand, Aiken and Augusta on the other. 

W^e then began the movement on Orangeburg. The 17th corps crossed the 
South Fork of Edisto river at Binnaker's bridge, and mo veil straight for Orange- 
burg, while the 15th corps crossed at liolnian's bridge and moved to Poplar 
Springs in support. The left wing and cavalry were still at work on the rail- 
road, with orders to cross the South Edisto at New and Guidnard's bridge?, 
move to the Orangeburg and Edgefield road, and there await the result of the 
attack on Orangeburg. On the 12th the 17th corps found the enemy intrenched 
in front of the Orangeburg bridge, but swept him away by a dash, and followed 
him, forcing him across the biidge, which was partially burned. Behind the 
bridge was a battery in position, covered by a cotton and earth parapet, with 
wings as far as could be seen. General Blair held one division (Giles A. 
Smith's) close up to the Edisto, and moved the other two to a point about two 
miles below, where he crossed Force's division by a pontoon bridge, holding 
Mower's in support. As soon as Force emerged from the swamp the enemy 
gave ground, and Giles Smith's division gained the bridge, crossed- over, and 
occupied the enemy's parapet. He soon repaired the bridge, and by 4 p. m. 
the whole corps was in Orangeburg and had begun the work of destruction on 
the railroad. Blair was ordered to destroy this railroad effectually up to Lewis- 
ville, and to push the enemy across the Congaree and force him to bum the 
bridges, which he did on the 14th ; and without wasting time or labor on 
Branchville or Charleston, which I knew the enemy could no longer hold, I 
turned all the columns straight on Columbia. 

The 17th corps followed the State road, and the 15th crossed the North 
Edisto from Poplar Springs at Schilling's bridge, above the month of " Caw- 
caw Swamp" creek, and took a country road which caino into the State road at 
Zeigler's. On the 15ili the 15th corps found the enemy in a strong position at 
Little Congaree bridge, (across Congaree creek,) with a tUedu pant on the south 
side, and a wellcoustrucied fort on the north side, commanding the bridge widi 
artillery. The ground in front was very bad, level, and clear, with a fresh de 
posit of mud from a recent overflow. General Charles R. Woods, who com- 
manded the leading division, succeeded, however, in turning the flank of the /«/f 
du jjont by sending Stone's brigade through a cypress swamp to the left; and 
following up the retreatnig enemy promptly, he got possession of the bridge 
and the fort beyond. The bridge had been partially damaged by fire, and had 
to be repaired for the passage of artillery, so that night closed in before the head 
of the column could reach the bridge across Congaree river in front of Columbia. 
That night the enemy shelled our camps from a battery on the east side of the 
Congaree, Shove Granby. Early next moiiiing (February 16) the head of 
column reached the bank of the Congaree, opposite Columbia, but too late to 
save the fine bridge which spanned the river at that point. It was burned by 
the enemy. While waiting for the pontoons to come to the front we could see 
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people mniiiDg about the streets of Columbia, and occasionally small bodies of 
cavalry, but no masses. A single gun of Captain De Grass's battery was tiring 
at their cavalry squads, but I checked his tiring, limitiug him to a few shots at 
the unfiuished State House walls, and a few shells at the railroad depot to 
scatter the people who were seen carrying away sacks of corn and meal that 
we needed. There was no white flag or manifestation of surrender. I directed 
General Howard not to cross directly in front of Columbia, but to cross the 
Saluda at the factory, three miles above, and afterw.ird Broad river, so as to 
approach Columbia from the north. Within au hour of the arrival of General 
Howard's head of column at the rivor opposite Columbia, the head of column of 
the left wing also appeared, and I directed General Slocum to cross the Saluda 
at Zion church, and thence to take roads direct for Winiisboro*, breaking up, en 
route, the railroads and bridges about Alston. 

Gtineral Howard effected a crossing of the Saluda, near the factory, on the 
16th, skirmishing with cavalry, and the same night made a flying bridge across 
Broad river, about three miles above Columbia, by which he crossed over 
Stone's brigade, of Woods's division, 15th corps. Under cover of this brigade 
a pontoon bridge wms laid on the morning of the 17th. I was in person at this 
bridge, and at 11 a. ra. learned that the mayor of Columbia had come out in a 
carriage and made a formal surrender of the city to Colonel Stone, twenty-fifth 
Iowa infantry, commanding third brigade, first division, 15Lh corps. About the 
same time a small party of the 17th corps had crossed the Congaree in a skifi*, 
and entered Columbia from a point immediately west. In anticipation of the 
occupation of the city, I had made written orders to General Howard touching 
the conduct of the troops. These were to destroy absolutely all arsenals and 
public property not needed for our own use, as well as all railroads, depots, and 
machinery useful in war to an enemy, but to spare all dwellings, colleges, 
schools, asylums, and harmless private property. I was the first to cross the 
pontoon bridge, and in company with General Howard rode into the city. The 
day was clear, but a perfect tempest of wind was raging. The brigade of 
Colonel Stone was already in the city, and was properly posted. Citizens and 
soldiers were on the streets, and general good order prevailed. General Wade 
Hampton, who commanded the confederate rear guard of cavalry, had, in antici- 
pation of our capture of Columbia, ordered that all cotton, public and private, 
should bo moved into the streets and fired, to prevent our making use of it. 
Bales were piled everywhere, the rope and bagging cut, and tufts of cotton were 
blown about in the wind, lodged in the trees and against houses, so us to re- 
semble a snow storm. Some of these piles of cotton were burning, especially 
one in the very heart of the city, near the court-house, but the fire was par- 
tially subdued by the labor of our soldiers. During the day the 15th corps 
passed through Columbia and out on the Camden road. The 17th did not 
enter the town at all ; and, as I have before stated, the left wing and cavalry 
did not come within two miles of the town. 

Before one single public building had been tired by order, the smouldering 
fires, set by Hampton's order, were rekindled by the wind, and communicated 
to the buildings .around. About dark they began to spread, and got beyond 
the c mtrol of the brigade on duty within the city. 'Ihe whole of Woods's 
division was brought in, but it was found impossible to check the flames which, 
by midnight, had become unmanageable, and raged until about 4 a. m., when the 
wind subsiding they were got under control. 1 was up nearly all night, and saw 
Generals Howard, Logan, Woods, and others, laboring to save houses and pro- 
tect families thus suddenly deprived of shelter, and even of bedding and wearing 
apparel. I disclaim on the part of my army any agency in this fire, but, on 
the contrary, claim that we saved what of Columbia remains unconsumed. And 
without hesitation I charge General Wade Hampton with having burned his 
own city of Columbia, not with a malicious intent, or as the manifestation of a 
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silly " Romnii s^oicisni,'* but from folly and wa?it of sense, in filling it with lint, 
•cotton, and tinder. Onr officers and men on <luty worked well to extiDgagh 
the flames ; hut others not on duty, including the officers who had long been 
imprisoned there, rescued by us, may have assisted in spreading the fireafterit 
had once begun, and may have indulged in unconcealed joy to eee the min of 
the capital of South Carolina During the 18th and 19th the arsenal, railroad 
depots, machine-«hops, foundries, and other buildings were properly destroyed 
by detailed working parties, and the railroad track torn up and destroyed down 
to Kingsville and the Wateree bridge, and up in the direction of Winnaboro*. 

At the same time the loft wing and cavalry had crossed the Saluda and Broad 
rivers, breaking up railroad about Alston, and as high up as the bridge across 
Broad river on the Spartan])urg road, the main body moving straight for Winns- 
boro*, which General Slocum reached on the 21st of February. He caused the 
railroad to be destroyed up to Blackstakes depot, and then turned to Rockjr 
Mount, on the Catawba river. The 20th corps reached RoAy Mount on the 
22d, laid a pontoon bridge, and crossed over during the 23d. Kilpatrick's 
cavalry followed, and crossed over in a terriblie rain during the night of the 23d, 
and moved up to Lancaster, with orders to keep up the delusion of a general 
movement on Charlotte, North Caiolina, to which General Beauregard and all 
the cavalry of the enejny had retreated from Columbia. I was also aware that 
Cheatham's corps, of Hood's old army, was aiming to make a junction with 
Beauregard at Charlotte, having been cut off by our rapid movement on Colum- 
bia and Winnsboro*. From the 23d to the 26lh we had heavy mins, swelling 
the rivers and making the roads almost impassable. The 20th corps reached 
Hanging Rock on the JiiOth, and waited there for the 14tli corps to get across 
the Catawba. The heavy rains had so swollen the river that the pontoon 
bridge broke, and General Davis had very hard work to restore it and get hU 
command across. At last he succccfied, and the left wing was all put in mo- 
tion for Cheraw. 

In the mean time the right wing had broken up the niilroad to Winnsboro', 
and thence turned for Peay's ferry, wliere it was crossed over the Catawha 
before the heavy rains set in, the 17th corps moving straight on Cheraw ria 
Young's bridge, and the 15th corps by Tiller's and Kelly's bridges. From 
this latter corps detachments were sent into Camden to bum the bridge over 
the Wateree, with the railroad depot, stores, &:c. A small force of mounted 
men under Captain Duncan was al>:o despatched to make a dash and interrupt 
the railroad i'n>m Charleston to Florence, out it met Butler's division of cavalry, 
and after a sharp night skirmir^h on Moinit Elon was compelled to return un- 
successful. Much bad road was encount(»red at Lynch's creek, which delayed 
the right wing about the same length of time as the left wing had been at the 
CatAwba 

On the 2d of March the leading division of the 20th cordis entered Chester- 
field, skirmishing with Butler's division of cavalry, and the next day about noon 
the 17ih corps entered Cheraw, the enemy retreating across the Pedee, and 
burning the brirlgo at that point. At Cheraw we found much ammunition and 
many guns which had been broui^ht from Charleston on the evacuation of that 
city, 'i'hese were destroyed, as also the railroad trestles and bridges down as 
far as Darlington. An expedition of mountc^d infantry was also sent down to 
Florence, but it encountered both cavalry and infantry, and returned, having 
only broken up in part the branch road from Florence to Cheraw. 

Without Ullnece8^*a^y delay the cfdumns were again put in motion, directed 
on Fayetteville, North Carolina, the right wing crossing the Pedee at Cherav, 
and the left wing and cavalry at Sneeclsboro'. General Kilpatriek was ordered 
to keep well on the left flank, and the 14th corps, moving by Love's bridge, was 
given tlie right to enter and occupy Fayetteville first. The weather continued 
unfavorable and roads bad, but the 14th and 17th corps reached Fayetteville on 
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the 11th of March, skirmishing with Wade Hampton's cavalry, that covered the 
rear of Hardee's retreating army, which, as usual, had crossed Cape Fear river, 
burning the bridge. During the march from the Pedee General Kilpatrick had 
kept his cavalry well on the left and exposed flank. During the night of the 
9th March his three brigades were divided to picket the roads. General Hamp- 
ton detecting this dashed in at daylight and gained possession of the camp of 
Colonel Spencer's brigade, and the house in which General Kilpatrick and 
Colonel Spencer had their quarters. The surprise was complete, but General 
Kilpatrick quickly succeeded in rallying his men, on foot, in a swamp near by, 
and by a prompt attack, well followed up, regained his artillery, horses, camp, 
and everything save some prisoners whom the enemy carried off, leaving their 
dead on the ground. 

The 12th, 13th, and 14th wei-e passed at Fayetteville, destroying absolutely 
the United States arsenal and the vast amount of machinery which had formerly 
belonged to the old Harper's Ferry United States arsenal. Every building wa,« 
knocked down and burned, and every piece of machinery utterly broken up and 
mined by the first regiment Michigan engineers, under the immediate super- 
yiaion of Colonel O. M. Poe, chief engineer. Much valuable property of great 
use to an enemy was here destroyed, or cast into the river. 

Up to this period I had per'ectly succeeded in interposing my superior army 
between the scattered parts of my enemy. But I was then aware that the frag- 
ments that had left Columbia under Beauregard had been re-enforced by Cheat- 
ham's corps from the west, and the garrison of Augusta, and that ample time 
had been given to move them to my front and flank about Raleigh. Hardee had 
also succeeded in getting across Cape Fear river ahead of ma, and could there- 
fore complete the junction with the other armies of Johnston and Hoke, in North 
Carolina. And the whole, under the command of the skilful and experienced 
Joe Johnston, made up an army superior to me in cavalry, and formidable 
enough in artillery and infantry to justify me in extreme caution in making the 
last step necessary to complete the march I had undertaken. Previous to 
reaching Fayetteville I had despatched to Wilmington from Laurel Hill church 
two of our best scouts with intelligence of our position and my general plans. 
Both of these messengers reached Wilmington, and, on the morning of tlio 12th 
of March, the army tug Davidson, Captain Ainsworth, reached Fayetteville 
from Wilmington, bringing me full intelligence of events from the outer world. 
On the same day this tug carried back to General Terry, at Wilmington, and 
Grcneral Schofleld, at Newbern, my despatches, to the effect that, on Wednesday, 
the 15th, we would move for Goldsboro', feigning on Raleigh, and ordering them 
to' march straight for Goldsboro*, which I expected to reach about the 20th. 
The same day the gunboat Eolus, Captain Young, United States navy, also 
reached Fayetteville, and through her I continued to have communication with 
Wilmington until the day of our actual departure. While the work of destruc- 
tion was going on at Fayetteville, two pontoon bridges were laid across Cape 
Fear river, one opposite the town, the other three miles below. 

General Kilpatrick was ordered to move up the plank road to, and beyond 
Averysboro*. He was to be followed by four divisions of the left win^, with as 
few wagons as possible ; the rest of the train, under escort of the two remaining 
divisions of that wing, to take a shorter and more direct road to Goldsboro*. In 
like manner General Howard was ordered to send his trains, under good escort, 
well to the right, toward Faison's depot and Goldsboro', and to hold four divi- 
sions, light, ready to go to the aid of the left wing if attacked while in motion. 
The weather continued very bad, and the roads had become mer*? quagmire. 
Almost every foot of it had to be corduroyed to admit the passage of wheels. 
Still time was so important that punctually, accordiug to order, the columns 
moved out from Cape Fear river on Wednesday, the 15th of March. I accom- 
panied General Slocum, who, preceded by Kilpatrick's cavalry, moved up the 
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river or plank road that day to Kyle's Landing, Kilpatrick skinnisbing hc:ivilj 
with the cnemy'a rear guard about three miles beyond, near Taylor's Hole 
creek. At General Kilpatrick^s request, General Slocum sent forward a brigade 
of infantry to hold a line of barricades. Next morning the colamn advanced in 
the same order, and developed the enemy, with artillery, infantry, and cavalry, 
in an intrenched po^^ition in front of the point where th(.» road branches off toward 
Goldsboro* through Bentonville. On an inspection of the map it was manifeM 
that Hardee, in retreating from Fayetteville, had halted in the narrow swampy 
neck between Cape Fear and South rivers, in hopes to hold mo to save time for 
the concentration of Johnston's armies at some point to his rear, namely, 
Raleigh .Siiiithfield, or Goldsboro.' Hardee's force was estimated at 20,000 
men. It was necessary to dislodge him that we might have the use of the 
Golddboro' road, as also to keep up the feint on Raleigh as long as possible. 
General .Slocum was, therefore, ordered to press and carry the position, only 
difficult by reason of the nature of the ground, which was so soft that horaes 
would sink everywhere, and even men could hardly make their way over the 
common pine barren. 

Thi: 20tli corps, General Williams, had the lead, and Ward's division the 
advance. This was deployed, and the skirmish line developed the position 
of a brigade; of Ciiarleston heavy artillery armed as infantry, (Rbett's,) posted 
acro.ss the road behind a light parapet, with a battery of guns enfilading the ap- 
proach across a cleared field. General Williams sent a brigade (Case's) by a 
circuit to his left that turned this line, and by a quick charge broke the brigade, 
which rapidly retreated back to a second line better built and more strongly 
held. A battery of artillery (Winniger's) well posted, under the immediate 
direction of Major Reynolds, chief of artillery of 20th corps, did good execu- 
tion on the retreating brigade, and on advancing Ward's division over this ground 
General Williams captured 3 guns and 217 prisoners, of which 68 were wounded 
and left in a hou.fe iwnv by witli a rebel officer, 4 men, and five days' rations. 
One hundreii and eight rebel dead were buried by us. As Ward's division ad- 
vanced, he developed a second and stronger line, when Jackson's division waa 
deployed forward on the right of Ward, and the two divisions of Jeff. C. Davis's 
(14th) corps on the left, well toward the Cape Fear. At the same time 
Kilpalrick, who was acting in concert with General W^illiams, was ordered to 
draw baqk his cavalry and mass it on the extreme right, and, in concert with 
Jackson*s right, to feel forward for the Goldsboro' road. He got a brigade on the 
road, but it was attacked by McLaws's rebel division furiously, and though it 
fought well and hard, the brigade drew back to the flank of the infantry. The 
whole line advanced late in the afternoon, drove the enemy well within his in- 
trenched line, and pressed him so hard that the next morning he was gone, 
having retreated in a miserable stormy night over the worst of roads. Ward's 
division of infantry followed to and through Averysboro', developing the fact that 
Hardee had retreated, not on Rjileigh but on Smithfield. I had tlic night before 
directed Kilpatrick to cross South river at a mill-dam to our right rear and 
move up on the east side toward Elevation. General Slocum reports his aggre- 
gate loss in this aflair, known as that of Aversyboro', at 12 officers and 65 men 
killed and 477 wounded. We lost no prisoners. The enemy's loss can be in- 
ferred from his dead (108) left for us to bury. Jjcaving Ward's division to 
keep up a show of pui*suit, Slocum's column was turned to the right, built a 
bridge across the swollen South river, and took the Goldsboro' road, Kilpatrick 
crossing to the north in the direction of Elevation, with orders to move eastward, 
watching that flank. In the mean time the wagon trains and guards, as also 
Howard's column, were wallowing along the miry roads toward Bentonville and 
Goldsboro'. The enemy's infantry, as before stated, had retreated on SmithfieU» 
and his cavalry retreated across our front in the same direction, burning the 
bridges across Mill creek. 1 continued with the head of Slocam's column and 
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oaped the night of tbe 18th with hifci on the Goldsboro' road, twenty-seven 
les from Goldsboro', about five miles from Bentonvillc, and where the road from 
inton to Smithfield crossieB the Goldsboro' road. Howard was at Lee's store 
\y two miles south, and both columns had pickets three miles forward to where 
3 two roads came together and became common to Goldsboro'. 
All the signs induced me to believe that the enemy would make no further 
position to our progress, and would not attempt to strike us in flank while in 
>tion. I therefore directed Howard to move his right wing by the new Golds- 
iro' road, which goes by way of Falling Creek church. I also left Slocum and 
ined Howard's column with a view to open communication with General Scho- 
ii, coming up from Newbem, and Terry from Wilmington. I found General 
oward's column well strung out, owing to the very bad roads, and did not 
ertake him in person until he had reached Falling Creek church, with one 
^ment forward to the cross roads near Cox's bridge across ihe Xeuse. I had 
ne from General Slocum about six miles when I heard artillery in his direc- 
m, but was soon made easy by one of his staflf officers overtaking me, explain- 
5 that his leadi-ig division (Carlin's) had encountered a division of rebel cav- 
rj, (Dibbrell's,) which he was driving ea8il3^ But soon other staff ofiScers 
me up, reporting that he had developed near Benton ville the whole of the 
bel army under General Johnston himself. I sent him orders to call up the 
'O divisions guarding his wagon trains, and Hazen's division of the 15th 
rps, still back near Lee's store, to fight defensively imtil I could araw up 
lair's corps, then near Mount Olive Station, and with the remaining three 
Tisions of the 1.5th corps come up on Johnston's left rear from the direction 
Cox's bridge. In the mean time, while on the road, I received couriers from 
»tb Generals Schofield and Terry. The former reported himself in possession 
Kinston, delayed somewhat by want of provisions, but able to march so as to 
ake Goldsboro' on the 2l3t ; and Terry was at or near Faison's depot. Orders 
ere at once despatched to Schofield to push for Goldsboro' and to make dis- 
witions to cross Little river in the direction of Smithfield, as far as Millard; to 
eneral Terry to move to Cox's bridge, lay a pontoon bridge, and establish a 
Ofising; and to Blair to make a night march to Falling Creek church; and at 
lylight the right wing. General Howard, less the necessary wagon guards, was 
it in rapid motion on Bentomnlle. By subsequent reports I learned that Gen- 
al Slocum's head of column had advanced fi'om its camp of March 18, and 
rst encountered Dibbrell's cavalr}', but soon found his progress impeded by 
fantry and artillery. The enemy attacked his head of column, gaining a tem- 
)rary advantage, and took three guns and caissons of General Carlin's division, 
■iviug the two leading brigades back on the main body. As Koon as General 
locum realized that he had in his front the whole confederate army, he promptly 
jployed the two divisions of the 14th corps. General Davis, ana rapidly 
■ought up on their left the two diWsions of the 20th corps. General Wil- 
ims. These he arranged on the defensive, and hastily prepared a line of bar- 
cades. General Kilpatrick also came up at the sound of artillery and massed 
I the hft. In this position the left wing received six distinct assaults by the 
»mbiued forces of Hoke, Hardee, and Cheatham, under the inunediate com- 
And of General Johnston himself, without giving an inch of ground, and doing 
K)d execution on the enemy's ranks, especially with our artillery, the enemy 
iving little or none. 

Johnston had moved by night from Smithfield with great rapidity, and with- 
it unnecessary wheels, intending to overwhelm my left flank before it could be 
Jieved by its co-operating columns. But he '* reckoned without his host." I 
id expected just such a movement all the way from Fayettville, and was pre- 
ired for it. During the night of the 19th, General Slocum got up his wagon 
min with its guard of two divit^ions, and Hazen's division of the 15th corps, 
hich re-enforcement enabled him to make his positiou impregnable. The right 
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winj* found relxd cavalry watcliinj^ it.-! approach, but unable to oflfcr any gerions 
oppotjiition until our hear! of column encountered a considerable lK>dy behind a 
barricade at the fork^ of the r>>ad near Bentonvillc, about three miles castoftbe 
battle-field of the day before. This body of cavalry was, however, quickly dia- 
lod<^«^d, and the inter:?ection of the roads secured. On moving forward the 
15th corps. General L.i;^an found that the enemy had thrown back his left flook, 
and had constructed a line of parapet connecting with that toward General Slo- 
cum, in the form of a bastion, its salient on the main Goldsboro' road inter- 
posing between General Slocuni on the we:*t and General Howard on the cast, 
while the Hanks rested on Mill creek, covering the road back to SSmithfield. 
General Howard was ini^tructed to proceed with due caution until he had made 
strong connexion on his left with General Slocum. This he soon accomplished, 
and by 4 p. m. of the 20th a complete and strong line of battle confronted the 
enomy in his intrenched position, and General Johnston, instead of eatchiogiu 
in detail, was on the defensive, with Mill creek and a single bridge to his rear. 
Nevertheless, we had no object to accomplish by a battle, unless at an advantage, 
and therefore my general instructions were to press steadily with skirmishen 
alone, to use artillery pretty freely on the wooded space held by the enemy, aod 
to feel pretty strongly the Hanks of his position, which were, as usual, covered 
by the endless swamps of this region of country. I also ordered all emptj 
wagons to be sent at once to Kinston for supplies, and other impediments to be 
grouped near the Neuse, south of Goldsboro', holding the real army in close 
contact with the enemy, ready to fight him if he ventured outside his partpets 
and swampy obstructions. 

Thus matters stood abr)ut Hentonville on the 21st of March. On the same 
day General Schofield entered Goldsboro* with little or no opposition, and Gen- 
eral Terry had got possession of the Neuse river at Cox's bridge, ten miles 
above, with a pontoon bridge laid and a brigade across, so that the three armies 
were in actual connexion^ and the great object of the campaign was accomplished. 

On the 21st a steady min prevailed, during which General Mower's di- 
vision of the 17th corps, on the extreme right, had worked well to the right 
around the enemy's flank, and had nearly reached the bridge across Mill creek, 
the only line of retreat open to the enemy. Of course there was extreme 
danger that the enemy would turn on him all his reserves, and, it might be, let 
go his parapets to overwhelm Mower. Accordingly X ordered at once a general 
attack by our skirmish line from loft t> right. Quite a noisy battle ensued, 
during which General Mower was enabled to regain his connexion with his own 
corps by moving to his left rear. Still he had developed a weakness in the 
enemy's position of which advantage might have been taken; but that night the 
enemy retreated on Smithfield, leaving his pickets to fall into our hands, with 
many dead uuburied, and wounded in his field hospitals. At daybreak of the 
22d pursuit was made two miles beyond ^lill creek, but checked by my order. 
CJeneral Johnston had utterly failed in his attempt, and we remained infnD 
possession of the field of battle. 

General Slocum reports the losses of the left wing about Bentonvillo at 9 offi- 
cers and 145 men killed, 51 officers and S16 men wounded, and 3 officers and 
223 men missii'.g, ttiken prisoner by the enemy; total, 1,247. He buried on 
the field 167 rebel dead, and took 338 prisoners. 

General Howard reports the losses of the right wing at 2 officers and 35 men 
killed, 12 ofticers and 289 men wounded, and 1 officer and 60 men missing; total, 
399. He also buried 100 rebel dead and took 1,287 prisoners. 

The cavalry of Kilpatrick M-as held in reserve, and lost but few, if any, of 
which I have uo report as yet. Our aggregate loss at Bentonvillc was 1,646. 

I am well satisfied that the enemy lost heavily, especially during his assaults 
on the left wing during the afternoon of the 19th; but as I have no data save 
his dead and wounded left in our hands, I prefer to make no comparisons. 
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ThuB, as I have endeavored to explain, we had completed our march on the 
2l8t, and had full possession of Goldsboro*, the real "objective,'' with its two 
nulroads back to the sea-ports of Wilmingtx)n and Beaufort, North Carolina. 
These were being rapidly repaired by strong working parties directed by Colonel 
W. W. Wright, of the railroad department. A large number of supplies had 
already been brought forward to Kinston. to which place our wagons had been 
sent to receive them. I therefore directed General Howard and the cavalry to 
remain at Bentonville during the 22d, to bury the dead and remove the wounded, 
and on the foUowiug day all the armies to move to the camps assign* d them 
about Goldeboro', there to rest and receive the clothing and supplies of which 
they stood in need. In person I went on the 22d to Cox's bridge to meet Gen- 
eral Terry, whom I met for the first time, and on the following day rode into 
Goldsboro', where I found General Schofield and his army. The left wing 
came in during the same day and next morning, and the right wing followed 
on the 24th, on which day the cavalry moved on Mount Olive Station and Gen- 
eral Terry back to Faison's. On the 25th the Newbern railroad was finished 
and the first train of cars came in, thus giving us the means of bringing from 
the depot at Moiehead City full supplies to the army. 

It was all-important that I shoula have an interview with the general-in-chief, 
and presuming that he could not at this time leave City Point, I left General 
Schofield in chief conmiand, and proceeded with all expedition by rail to More- 
head City, and thence by steamer to City Point, reaching General Graut's 
headquarters on the evening of the 27th of March. I had the good fortune to 
meet General Grant, the President, Generals Meade, Ord, and others of the 
army of the Potomac, and soon learned the general state of the military world, 
from which I had been in a great measure cut off since January. Having com- 
pleted all necessary business, I re-embarked on the navy steamer Bat, Captain 
BameB, which Admiral Porter placed at my command, and returned via Hatteras 
inlet and Ncwbern, reaching my own headquarters in Goldsboro' during the 
night of the 30th. During my absence full supplies of clothing and food had 
been brought to camp, and all things were working well. 

I have thus rapidly sketched the progress of our columns from Savannah to 
Goldsboro', but for more minute details must refer to the reports of subordinate 
commanders and of staff ofiicers, which are not yet ready, btit will in due season be 
forwarded and filed with this report. I cannot even wiih any degree of preci- 
sion recapitulate the vast amount of injury done the enemy, or the quantity of 
gnns and materials of war captured and destroyed. In general terms, we have 
traversed the country from Savannah to Goldsboro', with an average breadth of 
forty miles, consuming all the forage, cattle, hogs, sheep, poultry, cured meats, 
om meal, &c. The public enemy, instead of drawing supplies from that re- 
gion to feed his armies, will be compelled to send provisions from other quarters 
to feed the inhabitants. A map herewith, prepared by my chief engineer, Col- 
onel Foe, with the routes of the four corps and cavalry, will show at a glance 
the country traversed. Of course the abandonment to us by the enemy of the 
whole sea-coast from Savannah to Newbem, North Carolina, with its forts, dock- 
vards, gunboats, &c., was a necessary incident to our occupation and destruc- 
tion of the inland routes of travel and supply. But the real object of this 
march was to place this army in a position easy of supply, whence it could take 
an appropriate part in the spring and summer campaign of 18G5. This was 
completely accomplished on the 2l5t of March by the junction of the three 
armies and occupation of Goldsboro'. 

In conclusion, I beg to express, in the most emphatic manner, my entire satis- 
faction with the tone and temper of the whole army. Nothing seems to dampen 
their energy, zeal, or cheerfulness. It is impossible to conceive a march in- 
volving more labor and exposure, yet I cannot recall an instance of bad temper 
by the way, or hearing an expression of doubt as to our perfect success in the 
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end, I believe that this cbeerfulnesB and barmony of action reflecta upon all 
concerned quite as much real honor and fame ts "battles gained " or " cities 
won," and 1 therefore commend all — generals, staff, officers and men — ^for these 
high qualities, in addition to the more soldierly ones of obedience to orders and 
the alacrity they have always manifested when danger summoned them "to the 
front." 

I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major Genera?, Commanding. 
Major General H. W. Hallbck, 

C/iirf of Staff, Washington City, D. C 



IIeadquarters Dep't of North Carolina, Army of the Ohio, 

Goldsboro\ N. C, April 3, 1865. 

General: I have the honor to make the following report of the operations 
of the troops under my command since January 1, 1865, the date of my last 
report addressed to Major General George IJ. Thomas, commanding department 
of the Cumberland, under whose command I was then serving. 

On the 2d of January, 1SG5, 1 marched with the 23d army corps from Colom- 
bia, Tennessee, and arrived at Clifton, on the Tennessee river, on the 8th, un- 
der orders to embark my troops at that point and move to Eastport, Mississippi. 
But before the embarcation had commenced I received, January 14, an order 
from the Lieutenant General commanding, through the chief of staff of the armyi 
to move with the 23d army corps to Annapolis, Maryland. Accordingly the 
movement was commenced on the following day. The troops moved with their 
artillery and horses, but without wagons, by steam transports to Cincinnati, 
Ohio, and thence by rail to Washington, District of Columbia, and Alexandria, 
Virginia, a second order from Washington having changed the destination from 
Annapolis. 

Although in mid-winter, and weather unusually severe, even for that season, 
the movement was effected without delay, accident, or suffering on the part of 
the troops. By the 31st of January the whole command had arrived at Wash- 
ington and Alexandria. 

At Alexandria great and unavoidable delay was caused bv the freezing of 
the Potomac, whicli rendered its navigation impossible much of the time for 
several weeks. Meanwbilc I met the Lieutenant General commanding, at Fort- 
ress Monroe, and went with him to the mouth of Cape Fear river to consult 
with Rear- Admiral Porter and Major General Terry relative to future opera- 
tions. On my return to Wa.^hington an order was issued from the War De- 
partment creating the department of North Carolina, and assigning me to its 
command. 

My instructions from the Lieutenant General commanding, as well as those 
received from you, through Major General Foster, made the ultimate object of 
my operations the occupation of Goldsboro', the opening of railroad communi- 
cation between that point and the sea-coast, the accumulation of supplies for 
your army, and the junction of my force with your main army at or near Golds- 
boro*. Wilmington was made my first objective, because it would afford a valu- 
able auxiliary base to Morehead City in the event of our junction being made at 
Goldsboro', as designed, and because its possession by us would be of great 
value to you in case the movement of the enemy's main army or other circam- 
stanccs should render advisable a concentration of your army at acme point 
further south than Goldsboro*. 

As soon as it became possible to navigate the Potomac I started fiAm Alex- 
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andria with the third division 23d army corps, under command of Major Gen- 
eral J. D. Cox, and reached the mouth of Cape Fear river on the 9th of Feh- 
ruary, and landed upon the peninsula near Furt Fisher. 

Major General A. H. Terrj, with about 8,000 men, then held a line across 
the peninsula about two miles above the fort, and occupied Smithvillc and Fort 
Caswell on the south side of the river, while the naval squadron, under Rear- 
Admiral Porter, occupied positions in Cape Fear river and off the coast, cover- 
ing the flanks of General Terry's line. 

The enemy occupied Fort Anderson on the west bank, with a collateral line 
running to a large swamp about three-fourths of a mile distant, and a line op- 
posite Fort Anderson running across the peninsula from Cape Fear river to 
Masouboro' sound. His position was impregnable against direct attack, and 
could be turned only by crossing Masouboro' sound above his left or passing 
around the swamp which covered his right. 

The force I then had seemed too small for so extended a movement as either 
of those mentioned ; but time being important, I determined to make the attempt 
without waiting for the arrival of more of my troops. On the 11th of February 
I pushed forward General Terry's line, supported by General Cox's division, 
drove in the enemy's pickets, and intrenched in a new position, close enough to 
the enemy's line to compel him to hold the latter in force. I then made prepa- 
ration to send a fleet of navy boats and pontoons by sea to a point on the beach 
above the enemy's position, while a force composed of General Cox's and Gen- 
eral Ames's divisions was to march along the beach in the night to the point 
where the boats were to land, haul them across the beach into the sound, and 
cross the latter to the main land in rear of Hoke's position. The weather, how- 
ever, became so stormy as to render the execution of this plan impossible. On 
the night of February 14, 1 attempted to move the pontoons upon their wagons 
along the beach with the troops, but the unusually high tides caused by the 
heavy sea-wind made it impracticable to reach the point of crossing before day- 
light in the morning, when our movement would be discovered by the enemy 
before a crossing of the sound could be secured. Hence, after a hard night's 
work the attempt was abandoned, and I turned attention to the enemy's right, 
where I would not have to contend with the difficulties of both land and sea. 
General Cox's and General Ames's divisions were crossed over to Smithville, 
where they were joined by Colonel Moore's brigade of General Couch's division, 
which had just debarked, and advanced along the main Wilmington road until 
they encountered the enemy's position at Fort Anderson and adjacent works. 
Here two brigades were intrenched to occupy the enemy, while General Cox, 
with his other two brigades and General Ames's division, started arouud the 
swamp, covering tlie enemy's right, to strike the Wilmington road in rear of 
Fort Anderson. The distance to be travelled was about fifteen miles. The 
enemy, warned by his cavalry of General Cox's movement, hastily abandoned 
his works on both sides of the river during the night of February 19, and fell 
back behind Town creek on the west, and to a corresponding" position, covered 
by swamps, on the east. We thus gained possession of the main defences of 
Gape Fear river and of Wilmington, with ten pieces of heavy ordnance, and a 
large amount of ammunition. Our loss was but trifling. 

On the following day General Cox pursued the enemy to Town creek, be- 
hind which he was found intrenched, and had destroyed the only bridge. Gen- 
eral Terry also encountered the enemy in his new position, and in force superior 
to General Terry's. General Ames's division was rccrossed to the east bank 
and joinned General Terry in the night of the 19th. 

On the 20th General Cox crossed Town creek below the enemy's position, by 
the use of a single flat boat found in the stream, and by wading through swamps 
reached the enemy's flank and rear, attacked and routed him, capturing two 
pieces of artillery, 375 prisoners, besides the killed and wounded, and dispersed 
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the remainder. During the nigbt General Cox rebuilt the bridge, croBsed bis 
artillery, and the next morning puabed ou toward Wilmiugton without opposi- 
tion. 

Gonernl Terry was unable to make any further advance, but occupied the at- 
tention of all of Iloke'fl force 80 that ho could not send any to replace that whicb 
Cox had destroyed. On the 2l8t General Cox secured a portion of the enemy's 
pontoon bridge across Brunswick river, which he had attempted to destroy, pat 
a portion of his troops ou to Eagle inland, and threatened to cross the Cape Fear 
above Wilmington. The enemy at once set fire to his steamers, cotton and 
military and naval stores, and abandoned the town. Our troops entered with- 
out opposition early on the morning of February 22, and General Terry pur- 
sued the enemy across Mortheast river. 

Our total loss iff the operations from February 11 to the capture of Wilming- 
ton was about 200 ofHcers and men killed and wounded. That of the enemy 
was not less than 1,000 killed, wounded and prisoners ; fifty-one pieces of heavy 
ordnance, fifteen light pieces, and a large amount of ammunition fell into our 
hands. 

It affords me pleasure to acknowledge the cordial and constant co-operation of 
the naval squadron under Rear- Admiral Porter, so far as the nature of the ope- 
rations would admit 

Having no rolling stock at Wilmington, and being nearly destitute of wagon 
transportation. I was compelled to operate from Newbem alone for the capture 
of Goldsboro'. I had already sent to Newbem about 5,000 troops belonging to 
the various corps of your army, and directed Brigadier General I. N. Palmer to 
move, with as little delay as practicable, with all his available force toward 
Kinston, to cover the workmen engaged in repairing the railroad. As soon as 
Wilmington was secured, I also sent General Kuger's division, 23d army 
corps, which was then arriving at Cape Fear inlet, by sea to Morehead 
City, to re-enforce the column moving from Newbem. On the 25th, finding that 
General Palmer had not moved, as was expected, I sent Major General Cox to 
take command at Newbem and push forward at once. 

General Couch's division, which had nearly completed its debarcatiou when 
Wilmington was captured, was brought to that place, and that division, with 
General Cox's, temporarily commanded by Brigadier General Riley, was pre- 
pared as rapidly as possible to join the column moving from Newbem by a land 
march. These arrangements were made because of the scarcity of both land and 
sea transportation. It was not until March G that I was able to obtain wagons 
enough, including those belonging to General Terry's command, to move the 
two (li visions from Wilmington to Kinston. 

Ou the 6th, General Couch started with the two divisions, second and third, 
of the 23d corps, and marched, via Onslow and Richland's, for Kins- 
ton. On the same day I went by sea to Morehead City, and joined General Cox 
beyond Newbem on the 8th. General Cox had advanced to Wise's Forks, 
about one and a half mile below Southwest creek, and the railroad was in 
ra))id process of reconstruction. 

The force in front of General Cox, which appeared to consist of Hoke's divis- 
ion and a small body of reserves, had fallen back behind Southwest creek, and 
General Cox had sent two regiments, under Colonel Upham, 15th Connec- 
ticut infantry, to secure the crossing of the creek on the Dover road. The ene- 
my, having been re-enlorcedbya portion of the old army of Tennessee, recrossed 
the creek some distance above the Dover road, came down in rear of Colonel 
Upham's position, and surprised and captured nearly his entire command^ about 
seven hundred men. 

The enemy then advanced and endeavored to penetrate between General Car- 
ter's and General Palmer's divisions, occupying the Dover road and the rail- 
road respectively, but was checked by General liuger's division, which was jost 
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arriving upon the field. There was no engagement during the day beyond light 
skirmishing, and the loss on either side, with the exception of the prisoners cap- 
tured from Colonel Upham, was insignificant. 

It being evident that the enemy's force was at least equal to that of General 
Cox, and that re-enforcements were arriving as rapidly as they could be brought 
by rail, I directed General Cox to put his troops in position, intrench them se- 
curely, and await the arrival of General Couch. 

On the 9th the enemy pressed our lines strongly, and felt for its flanks. 
Heavy skirmishing was kept up during the day, but no assault was made. On 
the 10th the enemy having been largely re-enforced, and doubtless learning of 
the approach of General Couch's column, made a heavy attack upon General 
Cox's left and centre, but was decisively repulsed and with heavy loss. Both 
attacks were met mainly by General Iluger's division, a portion of that division 
having been rapidly transferred from the centre to the left to meet the attack 
there, and then returned to the centre in time to repel the attack on that por- 
tion of the line. The enemy retreated in confusion from the field, leaving his 
killed and wounded, also a large number of arms and intrenching tools, and dur- 
ing the night fell back across the Neuse and burned the bridge. Our loss in 
thifl engagement was about three hundred killed and wounded; that of the ene- 
my probably about fifteen hundred in killed, wounded, and prisoners. Gene- 
ral Couch effi'Cted his junction with General Cox on the following day. 

Having no pontoon train I was unable to cross the Neuse until the bridge 
could be repaired, or the pontoons which had just arrived from the north could 
be brought by rail from Morehead City. The crossing was effected without op- 
position on the 14th, the enemy having abandoned Kinston and moved rapidly 
toward Smithfield to join the force under Johnston, which was concentrating to 
oppose your advance from Fayetteville. 

Immediately upon the occupation of Kinston I put a large force of troops to 
work upon the railroad, in aid of the construction corps under Colonel Wright, 
rebuilt the wagon bridge over the Neuse, and brought forward supplies prepara- 
tory to a further advance. 

1 moved from Kinston on the morning of the 26th, and entered Goldsboro' 
with but slight opposition on the evening of the 21st. 

The portion of my command which had remained at Wilmington, under Ma- 
jor General Terry, moved from that point March 15, reached Faison's depot on 
the 20th, and, in compliance with your orders, moved from that point to Cox's 
bridge, and secured a crossing of the Neuse on the 22d. Your plans for the 
concentration of your entire army about this place having been fully accom- 
plished on the 23d and 24th, 1 then had the honor of reporting to you in per- 
son and uniting my troops to their old conu-ades in arms after a separation of 
near five months, marked by unparalleled marches and brilliant achievements, 
which will ever furnish bright pages in military history, and, it is hoped, prove 
decisive in their results upon the present rebellion. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. M. SCHOFIELD, Majar General. 

Major General W. T. Sherman, 

Commanding Military Division of the Mississippi. 



Artillbry Headquarters Military Division of the Mississippi, 

Goldsboro\ N. C, March 31, 1865. 

General: I have the honor to report the operations of the artillery of the 
armies under your command during the Carolina campaign of February and 
March, 1865. 
76 w 
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In consideration of the peculiarities of tbe campaign, involving long and rapid 
marches over bad roads, and at an inclement season of the year, the same pre- 
cautions wl»ich were so advantageously taken for your Savannah campaign of 
last autumn were again observed. The number of guns was reducea to one 
per thousand effective bayonets, and each artillery carriage was provided with 
eight draught animals. 

The whole number of field batteries was sixteen, comprising sixty -eight guns, 
which were distributed and of calibres as follows : 



*» *» ) i7th army corps. 
Left Winer \ ''*'^ ^^^^ ^^'^''P* 
Cavalry division , 
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Including the reserve supply, each gun was furnished with three hundred and 
fifty rounds of ammunition. 

A careful and critical personal inspection, made a few days preceding our de- 
parture from Savannah, satisfied me that in all essentials the artillery was in 
excellent condition for any kind of work. The results fnlly justified these ex- 
pectations. During the whole march the artillery supplied itself, unaided bj 
infantry or cavalry, with provisions for its officers and men, forage for its ani- 
mals, and to a great extent with fresh horses and mules captured in the country. 
A tabular statement is appended to this report, showing the extent to which 
this unusual artillery service was performed. 

No gun or artillery carriage of any description was abandoned, disabW, 
or at any time even a temporary impediment to the march of the infantry col- 
umns — a fact the more creditable to the artillery, since in many places the roads 
were of the worst possible description. 

Although the nature of your operations did not, except at the battles of Averys- 
boro' and Bentonville, call for any general use of artillery, yet in support of 
skirmish lines, brushing away cavalry, and covering the crossings of several diff- 
cult and important rivers, it was advantageously used at the following-named 
times and places, namely : 

January 20, 1865, Pocotaligo, 17th army corps. 

January 22, 1865, Combahee, 15th army corps. 

January 29, 1865, Robertsville, 20th army corps. 

February 1, 1865, Hickory Hill, 15th army corps. 

February 2, 1865, Lawtonville, 20th army corps. 

February 2, 1865, Whippy Swamp, 17th army corps. 

February 3, 1865, "Store" at Duck creek, 15th army corps. 

February 6, 1865, Little Salkehatchie, 15th army corps. 

February 9, 1865, Binnaker's bridge, 17th army corps. 

February 11, 1865, North Edisto, 17th army corps. 

February 15, 1865, Congaree creek, 15th army corps. 

February 16, 1865, Columbia, 15th and 17th army corps. 

February 17, 1865, Broad river, 15th army corps. 

March 16, 1865, Little Rockfish creek, 15th army corps. 

At tbe battle of Avery sboro', March 16, the batteries of the 20th corps vere 
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promptly and jadicioDsly posted by Major Keynolda, the chief of Brtillery of 
that corps, aad hy the precieioo and rapidity of theirfire did most excellent ecrvicc 
in dislod^ng the enemy from his iutreDched liue, and the consequent capture of 
three of bis gans. 

At the battle of Bentonville, Kfarch 19, 20, and 31, it was tbe fortune of the 
artillery to play a more conspicnous part. The batteries of the 14th and 20th 
corps were notly engaged on the 19th, and ofler the first temporary advantage 
gained by tbe enemy, in which the 19tb Indiana battery, not by any fault of its 
own, lost three of its gans, (one of which woa recaptured next day,) tbey poured 
in a fire so steady, rapid, and effective, tbat all of the enemy's frequently re- 
peated assaults were successfully repulsed. On the 20th, and particularly on 
tbe 2l8t, the batteries of the 15th corps lent moat efficient aid iu advancing onr 
own lines, iu repelling tbe enemy's assaults, and in inflicting heavy loss upon 
him. Both of these fields of battle gave abundant proof of the precision of our 
artillery fire. 

Tbe following tabular statements will exhibit the amonnts of provisions and 
forage, and tbe number of animals captured by the unaided labors of the artil- 
lery, the casnalities among officers, enlisted men, and animals, the expenditure 
of ammunition, and the number of guns lost by us and captured from the enemy : 
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GUNS CAPTURED AND LOST. 

No. of gant captured Na of ^ni lost 

from enemy. by lu. 

Columbia 43 

Cheraw 25 - 

Fayetteville 26 

Avery sboro' 3 - 

Bentons - 2 

Total 97 2 



Of these, all were serviceable, and about four-fifths were field g^ns of recent 
and approved pattern. 

If to the operations of your armies, the legitimate fruits of which they really 
are, be credited the guns captured at Charleston and Wilmington, (excluding from 
the number of the latter those captured at Fort Fisher and the other forts at the 
mouth of Cape Fear river,) the total artillery captured during the past ten months 
by troops under your immediate command will exceed 700 guns. 

Throughout the campaign the ammunition, fuzes, and primers proved unusu- 
ally good and reliable, the only fault observed being sand cracks and iusufl5cient 
bursting charges in a few of the 20pounder Parrott projectiles, want of care in 
the screwingof the Bohrmann fuze in 12-pounder projectiles, and insufficient burst- 
ing charges in many of the Hotchkiss 3inch shell and case-shot. Ammunition 
and fuzes received from St. Louis arsenal appear to be more complained of (es- 
pecially the fuzes) than that received from otner places. 

In conclusion I am gratified to be able to commend the officers and men for 
attention to their duties in preparation for the field, and for good conduct after 
entering it ; for the details of which I respectfully invite attention to the sub-re- 
ports which will be laid before you. 

The services of the following named officers give evidence of industry, intelli- 
gence, and gallant conduct, and entitle them to notice and reward, namely : 

Major Osborn, Ist New York artillery, chief of artillery army of Tennessee; 
Major Reynolds, 1st New York artillery, chief of artillery 20th aniiy corps; Major 
Waterhouse, 1st Illinois artillery, chief of artillery 17th army corps; Lieutenaot 
Colonel lloss, 1st Michigan artillery, chief of artillery 15th army corps; Major 
Houghtaling, 1st Illinois artillery, chief of artillery 14th army corps. 

I respectfully ask that each of these officers, who have also served faithfallj 
and creditably through the Atlanta and Savannah campaigns, be recommended 
for promotion by brevet. 

The officers of my staff. Major Dickson, inspector of artillery ; Captain Mar- 
shall, assistant adjutant general ; Captain Merritt and Lieutenant Yer pi anck, aides- 
de-camp, at all times performed cheerfully and well the duties with which tliey 
were charged. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant. 

WILLIAM F. BARRY, 
Brev. Maj. Gen., Chief of ArtiUery> 

Major General W. T. Sherman, 

Commanding Military Division of the Mississippi. 
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Wheeler to General Howard. 

Graham's, S. C, February 7, 1865. 

General : I have the honor to propose that if the troops of your array be re- 
quired to discontinue burning the houses of our citizens I will discontinue burn- 
ing cotton. 

As an earnest of the good faith in which my proposition is tendered I leave 
at this place about 300 bales cotton unharmed, worth, in New York, over a quar- 
ter of a million, and in our currency one and a half million. I trust my having 
commenced will cause you to use your influence to insure the acceptance of the 
proposition by your whole army. 

I trust that you will not deem it improper for me to ask that you will require 
the troops under your command to discontinue the wanton destruction of property 
not necessary for their sustenance. 

Respectfully, general, your obedient servant, 

J. WHEELER, 
Major General C. S. A, 
Major General O. 0. Howard, 

United States Armi/, Commanding, Sft;, 



Answer hy General Sherman. 

Headquarters Military Division op the Mississippi, 

In the field, February 8, 1865. 

General : Yours, addressed to General Howard, is received by me. I hope 
you will burn all cotton, and save us the trouble. We don't want it; and it has 
proven a curse to our country. All you don't burn I will. 

As to private houses, occupied by peaceful families, my orders are not to molest 
or disturb them, and I think my orders are obeyed. Vacant houses, being of no 
use to anybody, I care little about, as the owners have thought them of no use 
to themselves. I don't want them destroyed, but do not take much care to pre- 
serve them. 

I am, with respect, yours truly, 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General, Commanding. 
Major General J. Wheeler, 

Commanding Cavalry Corps, Confederate Army. 



General Sherman to Wade Hafnpton. 

Headquarters Military Division of the Mississippi, 

In the field, February 24, 1865. 

General: It is officially reported to me that our foraging parties are mur- 
dered after captured and labelled, " death to all foragers. " One instance of a 
lieutenant and seven men near Chesterville, and another of twenty, " near a 
ravine eighty rods from the main road, " about three miles from Feasterville. 
I have ordered a similar number of prisoners in our hands to be disposed of in 
like manner. 

I hold about 1,000 prisoners captured in various ways and can stand it as long 
as you, but I hardly think these murders are committed with your knowledge, 
and suggest that you give notice to the people at large that every life taken by 
them simply results in the death of one of your confederates. 
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Of course yon cannot question my right to " forage on the country." It is a 
war right as old as history. The manner of exercising it varies with circum- 
stances) and if the civil authorities will supply 4ny requisitions, I will forhid all 
foraging. But I find no civil authorities who can respond to calls for forage or 
provisions ; therefore must collect directly of the people. I hare no doubt this 
is the occasion of much misbehavior on the part of our men ; but I cannot per- 
mit an enemy to judge, or punish with wholesale murder. 

Personally 1 regret the bitter feelings engendered by this war;, bat they were 
to be expected ; and I simply allege that those who struck the Erst blow, and 
made war inevitable, ought not, in fairness, to reproach as fbr the nataral con- 
sequences. I merely assert our war right to forage, and my resolve to protect 
my foragers to the extent of life for life. 

I am, with respect, your obedient servant, 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General United Slates Army. 
Lieut. General Wade Hampton, 

Commanding Cavalry Forces, C. iS. A, 



Wade Hampton to General Sherman, 

Headquarters in the Field, February 27, 1S65. 

General : Your communication of the 24th instant reached me to-day. In 
it you state that it has been officially reported that your foraging parties are 
" murdered " after capture. You go on to say that you have ** ordered a simi- 
lar number of prisoners in our hands to be disposed of in like manner •" thai 
is to say, you nave ordered a number of confederate soldiers to be " murdered." 
You characterize your order in proper terms, for the public voice, even in yonr 
own country, where it seldom dares to express itself in vindication of troth, 
honor, or justice, will surely agree with you in pronouncing you guilty of mur- 
der if your order is carried out. Before dismissing this portion of your letter 
I beg to assure you that, for every soldier of mine " murdered " by you, I shall 
have executed at once two of yours, giving in all cases preference to any officers 
who may be in my hands. 

In reference to the statement you make regarding the death of your foragers, 
I have only to say that I know nothing of it ; that no orders given by me 
authorize the killing of prisoners after capture ; and I do not believe my men 
killed any of yours, except under circumstances in which it was perfectly legiti- 
mate and proper that they should kill them. It is a part of the system of the 
thieves, whom you designate as your foragers, to fire the dwellings of those 
citizens whom they have robbed. To check this inhumau system, which is 
justly execrated by every civilized nation, I have directed my men to shoot 
down all of your men who are caught burning houses. This order shall remain 
in force so long as you disgrace the profession of arms by allowing your men 
to destroy private dwellings. 

You say that I cannot, of course, question your right to forage on the country. 
" It is a right as old as history." 1 do not, sir, question that right. But there 
is a right older even than this, and one more inalienable — the right that every 
man has to defend his home, and to protect those who are dependent on him; 
and from my heart I wish that every old man and boy in my country, who can 
fire a gun, would shoot down, as he would a wild beast, the men who are deso- 
lating their land, burning their homes and insulting their women. ' 

You are particular in defining and claiming " war rights." May I ask if you 
enumerate anjong these the right to fire upon a defenceless city without notice; 
to burn that city to the ground after it had been surrendered by the inhabitants 
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who claimed, though in yain, that protection which is always accorded in civil- 
ized warfare to non-combatants ; to fire the dwelling-houses of citizens after 
robbing them, and to perpetrate even darker crimes than these— crimes too black 
to be mentioned ? 

You have permitted, if you have not ordered, the commission of these offences 
against humanity and the rules of war ; you fired into the city of Columbia 
without a word of warning after its surrender by the mayor, who demanded 
protection to private property ; you laid the whole city in ashes, leaving amidst 
its ruins thousands of old men and helpless women and children, who are likely 
to perish of starvation and exposure. Your line of march can be traced by the 
lurid light of burning houses ; and in more than one household there is an 
agony far more bitter than that of death. The Indian scalped his victim re- 
gardless of age or sex, but, with all his barbarity, he always respected the per- 
sons of his female captives. Your soldiers, more savage than the Indian, 
insult those whose natural protectors are absent. 

In conclusion. I have only to request that whenever you have any of my 
men "murdered" or "disposed of" — ^forthe terms seem synonymous with you — 
you will let me hear of it, that I may know what action to take in the matter. 
In the mean time I shall hold fifty-six of your men as hostages for those whom 
joa have ordered to be executed. 
I am yours, &;c., 

WADE HAMPTON, Lieutenant General. 

Miyor General W. T. Shashman, United States Army, 

Official copy : 

E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant General. 
Adjutant General's Office, November 18, 1865. 



Major General Sherman^s report of Johnston's surrender, Sfc. 

HEADaUARTBRS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 

In tkejieldf City Pointy Virginia, May 9, 1865 

Grneral: My last official report brought the history of events, as connected 
with the armies in the field subject to my immediate command, down to the Ist 
of April, when the army of Ohio, M^or General J. M. Schofield commanding, 
lay at Goldsboro* with detachments distributed so as to secure aud cover our 
routes of communication and supply back to the sea at Wilmington and More- 
head City ; Major General A. H. Terry, with the 10th corps', being at Faison's 
depot; the army of the Tennessee, Major General 0. 0. Howard commanding, was 
encamped to the right and front of Goldsboro', and the army of Georgia, Major 
General H. W. Slocum commanding, to its left and front ; the cavalry. Brevet 
Major General J. Kilpatrick commanding, at Mount Olive. All were busy in 
repairing the wear and tear of our then recent and hard march from Savannah, 
or in replenishing clothing and stores necessary for a further progress. 

I had previously, by letter aud in person, notified the Lieutenant General com- 
manding the armies of the United States that the 10th of April would be the 
earliest possible moment at which I could hope to have all things in readiness, 
and we were compelled to use our railroads to the very highest possible limit in 
order to fulfil that promise. Owing to a mistake in the railroad department in 
sending locomotives and cars of the five-foot gauge, we were limited to the use 
of the few locomotives and cars of the four-foot-eight-and-a-half-inch gauge al- 
ready in North Carolina, with such of the old stock as was captured by Major 
General Terry at Wilmington and on his way up to Goldsboro*. Yet such judi- 
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cious nse was made of these, and snch industry dif»played in tbe railroad man- 
agement, by Generals Easton and Beckwith, and Colonel Wright and Mr. Van 
Dyne, that by the 10th of April our men were all reclad, the wagons reloaded, 
and a fair amount of forage accumulated ahead. 

In the mean time Major General George Stoneman, in command of a division 
of cavalry operating from East Tennessee in connexion with Major General 
George H. Tnomas, in pursuance of my ordersof January 21, 1865, had reached 
the railroad about Greensboro', North Caroliua, and had made sad havoc with it, 
and had pushed along it to Salisbury, destroying en route bridges, culverts, de- 
pots, and all kinds of rebel supplies, and had extended the break in the railroad 
down to the Catawba bridge. 

This was fatal to the hostile armies of Lee and Johnston, who depended on 
that road for supplies and as their ultimate line of retreat. Major General J. BL 
Wilson, Alr?o in command of the cavalry corps organized by himself under Spe- 
cial Field Orders No. — , of October 24, 1864, at Gaylesville, Albama, had started 
from the neighborhood of Decatur and Florence, Alabama, and moved straight 
into the heart of Alabama, on a route prescribed for General Thomas after he 
had defeated General Hood at Nashville, Tennessee ; but the roads being too 
heavy for infantry. General Thomas had devolved that duty on that most ener- 
getic young cavalry officer. General Wilson, who, imbued with the proper spirit^ 
has struck one of the best blows of the war at the waning strength of the con- 
federacy. His rodte was one never before touched by our troops, and afforded 
him abundance of supplies as long as he was in motion, namely, by Tuscaloosa, 
Selma, Montgomery, Columbus, and Macon. Though in communication with 
him, I liave not been able to receive as yet his full and detailed reports, which 
will in due time be published and appreciated. Lieutenant General Grant, also 
in immediate command of the armies about Richmond, had taken the initiative 
in that magnificent campaign which, in less than ten days, compelled the evacu- 
ation of Richmond, and resulted in the destruction and surrender of the entire 
rebel army of Virginia under command of General Lee. 

The news of the battles about Petersburg reached me at Goldsboro* on the 
6th of April. Up to that time my purpose was to move rapidly northward, 
feigning on Raleigh and striking straight for Burksville, thereby interposing 
between Johnston and Lee. But the auspicious events in Virginia had changed 
the whole military problem, and in the expressive language of Lieutenant Gene- 
ral Grant, "the confederate armies of Lee and Johnston" became the "strategic 
points." General Grant was fully able to take care of the former, and my task 
was to caj)ture or destroy the latter. Johnston at that time, Ajiril 6, had his 
army well in hand about ^mithfield, interposing between me and Raleigh. I 
estimated his infantry and artillery at 35,000, and his cavalry from 6,000 to 
10,000. He was superior to me in cavalry, so that I held General Kilpatrick 
in reserve at Mount Olive, with orders to recruit his horses and be ready to 
make a sudden and rapid march on the 10th of April. 

At daybreak of the day appointed all the heads of colunms were in motion 
straight against the enemy. Major General H. W. Slocum taking the two direct 
roads for 8mitlifield; Major General O. O. Howard making a circuit by the right 
and feigning up the Weldon road to disconcert the enemy's cavalry; Generals 
Terry and Kilpatrick moving on the west side of the Neuse river and aiming to 
reach the rear of the enemy between Smithfield and Raleigh. General Schofield 
followed General Slocnm in support. 

All the columns met, within six miles of Goldsboro', more or less cavalry, with 
the usual rail barricades, which were swept before us as chaff, and by 10 
a. m. of the 11th the 14th corps entered Smithfield, the 20th corps close 
at hand. Johnston had rapidly retreated across the Neuse river, and, having 
his railroad to lighten up his trains, could retreat faster than we could pursue. 
The rains had also set in, making the resort to corduroy absolutely necessary 
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t pass even ambulances. The enemy bad burned tbe bridge at Smitbfield, 
la as soon as possible Major General Slocum got up bis pontoons and crossed 
jrer a division of the 14th corps. We there heard of the surrender of Lee's 
rmy at" Appomattox Court llouse, Virginia, which was announced to the armies 
i orders, and created universal joy. Not an officer or soldier of my armies but 
cprcssed a pride and satisfaction that it fell to the lot of the armies of the Po- 
>mac and James so gloriously to overwhelm and capture the entire army that 
eld them so long in check, and their success gave new impulse to fiuish up 
mi task. Without a moment's hesitation we dropped our trains and marched 
apidly in pursuit to and through Raleigh, reaching that place at 7.30 a. m. of 
be 13th. in a heavy rain. The next day the cavalry pushed on through the 
tin to Durham's Station, the 15th corps following as far as Morrisville 
tation, and the 17th corps to Jones's Station. On the supposition that Johns- 
on was tied to his railroad- as a line of retreat, by Hillsboro', Greensboro', 
alisbury, Charlotte, &c., I had turned the other columns across the bend of that 
Mid towards Ashboro'. (See Special Field Orders No. 55.) The cavalry, Brevet 
[ajor General J. Kilpatrick commanding, was ordered to keep up a show of 
ursuit towards the "Company's Shops," in Alamance county; Major General 0. 
». Howard to turn to the left by Hackney's Crossroads, Pittsboro', St. I-Awrence, 
id Ashboro' ; Major General H. W. Slocum to cross Cape Fear river at Aven's 
trry, and move rapidly by Carthage, Caledonia, and Cox's Mills; Major Gen- 
'al J. M. Schofield was to hold Raleigh and the road back, and with his spare 
►rce to follow an intermediate route. 

By tbe 15th, though the rains were incessant and the roads almost impracticable, 
[ajor General Slocum had the 14tb corps. Brevet Major General Davis com- 
anding, near Martha's Vineyard, with a pontoon bridge laid across Cape Fear 
ver at Aven's ferry, with the 20th corps. Major General Mower command- 
g, in support, and Major General Howard had the 15th and 17th corps 
retched out on the roads toward Pittsboro', whilst General Kilpatrick held 
arham's Station and Chapel Hill University. 

Johnston's army was retreating rapidly on the roads from Hillsboro' to Greens- 
»ro', be himself at Greensboro*. Although out of place as to time, I here invite all 
ilitary critics who study the problems of war to take their maps and compare 
e position of my army on the 15th and 16th of April, with that of General 
alleck about Burksville and Petersburg, Virginia, on the 2Gth of April, when, 
cording to his telegram to Secretary Stanton, he oflFered to relieve me of the 
sk of "cutting off Johnston's retreat." Major General Stoneman at the time 
18 at Statesville, and Johnston's only line of retreat was by Salisbury and 
larlotte. It may be that General Halleck's troops can outmarch mine, but there 
nothing in their past history to show it, or it may be that General Halleck can 
spire his troops with more energy of action. I doubt that also, save and except in 
is single instance, when he knew the enemy was ready to surrender or disperse, 
advised by my letter of April 18, addressed to him when chief of staff at 
"ashington city, and delivered at Washington on the 21st instant by Major 
itchcock, of my staff. 

Thus matters stood at the time I received General Johnston's first letter and 
ade my answer of April 14, copies of which were sent with all expedition to Lieu- 
nant General Grant and the Secretary of War, with my letter of April 15. I 
^eed 10 meet General Johnston in person at a point intermediate between our 
ckets on the 17th at noon, provided the position of the troops remained statu quo. 
was both willing and anxious thus to consume a few days, as it would enable 
)lonel Wright to finish our railroad to Kaloigh. 

Two bridges had to be built and twelve miles of new road made. We had 
» iron except by taking up that on the branch from Goldsboro' to Weldon. In- 
ead of losing by time I gained in every way, for every hour of delay possible 
IS required to reconstruct the railroad to our rear and improve the condition of 
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our wagon roads to the front, so desirable in case the negotiations failed and we 
be forced to make the race of near two hundred miles to head off or catch Johns- 
ton's army, then retreating towards Charlotte. 

At noon of the day appointed I met General Johnston for the first time in my 
life, although we had been interchanging shots constantly since May, 1863. 

Our interview was frank and soldier-like, and he gave me to understand that 
fVirth(>r war on the part of the confederate troops was folly, that the cause was lost, 
and that every life sacrificed after the surrender of Lee's army was the highest pos- 
sible crime. He admitted that the terms conceded to General Lee were magnan- 
unous and all he could ask, but he did want some general concessions that would 
enable him to allay the natural fears and anxiety of his followers, and enable 
him to maintain his control over them until they could be got back to the neigh- 
borhood of their homes, thereby saving the State of North Carolina the devasta- 
tions inevitably to result from turning his men loose and unprovided on the spot, 
and our pursuit across the State. 

He also wanted to embrace in the same general proposition the fate of all the 
confederate armies that remained in exbtence. I never made any concession as 
to his own army, or assumed to deal finally and authoritatively in regard to any 
other, but it did seem to me that there was presented a chance for peace that 
might be deemed valuable to the government of the United States, and was at 
least worth the few days that would be consumed in reference. 

To push an army whose commander had so frankly and honestly confessed his 
inability to cope with me were cow^ardly and unworthy the brave men I led. 

Inasmuch as General Johnston did not feel authorized to pledge his power 
over the armies in Texas, we adjourned to meet the next day at noon. I re- 
turned to Raleigh and conferred freely with all my geheral officers, every one of 
whom urged me to conclude terms that might accomplish so complete and desir- 
able an end. All dreaded the weary and laborious march after a fugitive and 
dissolving army back towards Georgia, almost over the very country where we 
had toiled so long. There was but one opinion expressed, and if contrary ones 
were entertained they were withheld, or indulged in only by that class who shun 
the fight and the march, but are loudest, bravest, and fiercest when danger is past 
I again met General Johnston on the 18th, and we renewed the converation. 
He satisfied me then of his power to disband the rebel armies in Alabama, Mis- 
sissippi, I^uisiana, and Texas, as well as those in his immediate command, 
namely. North Carolina, South Carolina, Florida, and Georgia. 

The points on which he expressed especial solicitude were, lest their States 
were to be dismembered and aenicd representation in Congress, or any separate 
political existence whatever, and that the absolute disarming his men would 
leave the south powerless and exposed to depredations by wicked bands of ^• 
sassins and robbers. 

President Lincoln's message of 1864; his amnesty proclamation; General Grant's 
terms to General Lee, substantially extending the benefits of that proclamation 
to all officers above the rank of colonel ; the invitation to the Virginia legislature 
to reassemble in Richmond by General Weitzel, with the approval of Mr. Lin- 
coln and General Grant, then on the spot; a firm belief that I had been fighting 
to re-establish the Constitution of the United States; and last, and not least, the 
general and universal desire to close a war any longer without organized resist- 
ance, were the leading facts that induced me to pen the ''Memorandum'* of 
April 18, signed by myself and General Johnston. 

It waft designed to be, and so expressed on its face, i^s a mere "basis "for 
reference to the President of the United States and constitutional commander- 
in-chief, to enable him, if he chose, at one blow to dissipate the militaiy power 
of the confederacy which had threatened the national safety for years. 1 1 admitted 
of modification, alteration, and change. It had no appearance of an ultimatum, 
and by no false reasoning can it be construed into an usurpation of power on my 
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part. I have mj opiDions on the questions involved, and I will stand by the mem 
orandum; but this forms no part of a military report. Immediately on my return to 
Raleigh I despatched one of my staff, Major Hitchcock, to Washington, enjoining 
him to be most prudent and careful to avoid the spies and informers that would 
be sure to infest him by the way, and to say nothing to anybody until the Pres- 
ident could make known to me his wishes and policy in the matter. 

The news of President Lincoln's assassination on the 14th of April (wrongly 
reported to me by telegraph as having occurred on the 11th) reached me on the 
17th, and was announced to my command on the same day in Special Field Orders 
No 56. 1 was duly impressed with its horrible atrocity and probable effect upon 
the country ; but when the property and interests of millions still living were in- 
volved, I saw no good reason to change my course, but thought rather to manifest 
real respect for his memory by following after his death that policy which, if 
Kving, I feel certain he would have approved, or at least not rejected with disdain. 

Up to that hour I had never received one word of instruction, advice, or counsel 
as to the " plan or policy " of government looking to a restoration of peace on 
the part of the rebel States of the south. Whenever asked for an opinion on 
the points involved, I bad always evaded the subject. My letter to the mayor 
of Atlanta has been publi&hed to the world, and I was not rebuked by the 
War Department for it. 

My letter to Mr. N ^W , at Savannah, was shown by me to Mr. Stanton 

before its publication, an^all that my memory retains of his answer is that he 
said, like my letters generally, it was sufficiently " emphatic, and could not be mis- 
understood.'' 

Both these letters asserted my belief that, according to Mr. Lincoln's proclama- 
tions and messages, when the people of the south had laid down their arms and 
submitted to the lawful power of the United States, ijMoJaeto the war was over 
as to them; and furthermore, that if any State in rebellion would conform to the 
Constitution of the United States, "cease war,*' elect senators and representa- 
tives to Congress, if admitted, (of which each house of Congress alone is the judge,) 
that State became instanter as much in the Union as New York or Ohio. Nor 
was I rebaked for this expression, though it was universally known and com- 
mented on at the time. And again, Mr. Stanton, in person, at Savannah, speak- 
ing of the terrific expenses of the war and difficulty of realizing the money ne- 
cessary for the daily wants of the government, impressed me most forcibly with the 
necessity of bringing the war to a close as soon as possible for ^nancial reasons. 

On the evening of April 23 Major Hitchcock reported his return to Morehead 
City with despatches, of which fact General Johnston, at Hillsboro', was notified, 
so as to be ready in the morning for an answer. At 6 o'clock a. ra. on the 24th 
Major Hitchcock anived, accompanied by General Grant and members of his 
stair, who had not telegraphed the fact of his coming over our exposed road for 
prudential reasons. 

I soon learned that the memorandum was disapproved, without reasons assigned, 
and I was ordered to give the forty-eight hours' notice, and resume hostilities 
at the close of that time, governing myself by the substance of a despatch then 
enclosed, dated March 3, 12 noon, at Washington, District of Columbia, from 
Secretary Stanton to General Grant, at City Point, but not accompanied by any 
part of the voluminous matter so liberally lavished on the public in the New York 
journals of the 24th of April. That was the^r*^ and only time I ever saw that 
telegram, or had one word of instruction on the important matter involved in it; 
and it does seem strange to me that every bar-room loafer in New York can read 
in the morning journals "official" matter that is withheld from a general whose 
command extends from Kentucky to North Carolina. 

Within an hour a courier was riding from Durham's Station towards Hillsboro* 
with notice to General Johnston of the suspension of the truce and renewing my 



1212 BEPOBT OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR. 

demand for the surrender of the armies under his immediate command, fsce two 
letters, April 24, 6 a. m.,) and at 12 noon I had the receipt of his picket officer. 

I therefore puhliphed my Orders No. 62 to the troops, terminating the truce 
at 12 m. on the 26th, and ordered all to be in readiness to march at that hour 
on the routes prescribed in Special Field Order No. 55, April 14, from the po- 
sitions held April 18. 

General Grant had orders from the President, through the Secret4iry of War, 
to direct military movements, and I explained to him the exact position of the 
troops, and he approved of it most emphatically; but he did not relieve me or el- 
press a wish to as;(ume command. All things were in readiness, when, on the 
evening of the 25th, I received another letter from Greneral Johnston asking 
another interview to renew negotiations. 

General Grant not only approved, but urged me to accept, and I appointed a 
meeting at our former place at noon of the 26th, the very hour fixed for the re- 
newal of hostilities. General Johnston was delayed by an accident to his train, 
but at 2 p. m. arrived. We then consulted, concluded and signed the final terms 
of capitulation. These were taken by me back to Raleigh, submitted to Gen- 
eral Grant, and met his immediate approval and signature. General Johnston 
was not even aware of the presence of General Grant at Raleigh at the time. 

Thus was surrenderd to us the second great army of the so-called confederacy, 
and though undue importance has been given to the so-called negotiations which 
preceded it, and a rebuke and public disfavor cast on me wholly unwarranted by 
the facts, I rejoice in saying it was accomplished without further ruin and devas- 
tation to the country, without the loss of a single life to those gallant men who 
had followed me from the Mississippi to the Atlantic, and without subjecting 
brave men to the ungracious task of pursuing a fleeing foe that did not want to 
fight. As for myself, I know my motives, and challenge the instance during 
the past four years where an armed and defiant foe stood before me that I did 
not go in for a fight, and I would blush for shame if I had ever iu.««ulted or struck 
a fallen foe. The instant the terms of surrender were approved by General 
Grant, I made my Orders No. 65, assigning to each of my subordinate command- 
ers his share of the work, and with General Grant's approval, made Special Field 
Orders No. 66, putting in motion my old army (no longer required in Carolina) 
northward for Richmond. General Grant left Raleigh at 9 a. m. of the 27th, and 
I glory in the fact that during his three days' stay with me I did not detect in his 
language or manner one particle of abatement in the confidence, respect, and af- 
fection that have existed between us throughout all the varied events of the past 
war, and though we have honestly differed in opinion in other cases, as well as 
this, still we respected each other's honest convictions. 

I still adhere to my then opinions, that by a few general concessions, " ghtt^- 
ing generalities," all of which in the end must and will be conceded to the organ- 
ized States of the south, that this day there would not be an armed battalion 
opposed to us within the broad area of the dominions of the United States. 
Robbers and assassins must in any event result from the disbandment of large 
armies, but even these should be and could be taken care of by the local civil 
authorities without being made a charge on the national treasury. On the even- 
ing of the 28th, having concluded all business requiring my personal attention 
at Raleigh, and having conferred with every army commander and delegated to 
him the authority necessary for his future action, I despatched my headquarter 
wagons by land along with the 17th corps, the office in charge of General 
Webster from Newbern to Alexandria, Virginia, by sea, and in person, accom- 
panied only by my personal staff, hastened to Savannah to direct matters in the 
interior of South Carolina and Georgia. I had received across the rebel tele- 
graph wires cipher despatches from General Wilson at Macon, to the effect that 
he was in receipt of my Orders No. 65, and would send General Upton's divis- 
ion to Augusta, and General McGook's division to Tallahasseei to receive the 8a^ 
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render of those garrisons, take charge of the puhlic property, and execute the pa- 
roles required by the terras of surrender. He reported a sufficiency of forage for 
his horses in southwest Georgia, but asked me to send him a supply of clothing, 
sugar, coffee, &c., by way of Augusta, Georgia, whence he could get it by rail. 

I therefore went rapidly to Goldsboro* and Wilmington, reaching the latter city 
at 10 a. m. of the 29th, and the same day embarked forHilton Head in the block- 
ade-runner Russia, Captain A. M. Smith. 1 found General Q. A. Gillmore, 
commanding department of the south, at Hiltou Head, on the evening of April 
30, and ordered him to send to Augusta at once what clothing and small stores he 
could spare for General Wilson, and to open up a line of certain communication 
and supply with him at Macon. Within an hour the captured steamboats Jeff. 
Davis and Amaz< m, both adapted to the shallow and crooked navigation of the 
Savannah river, were being loaded, the one at Savannah and the other at Hilton 
Head. The former started up the river on the 1st of May, in charge of a very 
intelligent officer (whose name I cannot recall) and 48 men, all the boat could 
carry, with orders to occupy temporarily the United States arsenal at Augusta, 
and to open up communication with General Wilson at Macon in the event that 
General McCook's division of cavalry was not already there. The Amazon 
followed next day, and General Gillmore had made the necessary orders for a 
brigade of infantry, to be commanded by General Molyneaux, to follow by a land 
march to Augusta as its permanent garrison. Another brigade of infantry was 
ordered to occupy Orangeburg, South Carolina, the point furthest in the interior 
that can at present be reached by rail from the sea-coast, (Charleston.) 

On the Ist of May I went on to Savannah, where General Gillmore also joined 
me, and the arrangments ordered for the occupation of Augusta were consum- 
mated. 

At Savannah I found the city in the most admirable police, under direction of 
Brevet Major General Grover, and the citizens manifested the most unqualified 
joy to hear that, so far as they were concerned, the war was over. All classes, 
Union men as well as former rebels, did not conceal, however, the apprehensions 
naturally arising from a total ignorance of the political conditions to be attached 
to their future state. Anything at all would be preferable to this dread uncer- 
tainty. 

On the evening of the 2d of May I returned to Hilton Head, and there, for 
the first time, received the New York papers of April 28, containing Secr.'tary 
Stanton's despatch of 9 a.m. of the 27th of April to General Dix, including Gene- 
ral Hftlleck's, from Richmond, of 9 p. m. of the night before, which seems to have 
been rushed with extreme haste before an excited public, namely, morning of the 
28th. You will observe from the dates that these despatches were running back 
and forth from Richmond and Washington to New York, and there published, 
while General Grant and I were together in Raleigh, North Carolina, adjusting, 
to the best of our ability, the terms of surrender of the only remaining formid- 
able rebel army in existence at the time east of the Mississippi river. Not 
one word of intimation had been sent to me of the displeasure of the govern- 
ment with my official conduct, but only the naked disapproval of a skeleton 
memorandum sent properly for the action of the President of the United States. 

The most objectionable features of my memorandum had already (April 24) 
been published to the world in violation of official usage, and the contents of 
my accompanying letters to General Halleck, General Grant, and Mr. Stanton, 
of even date, though at hand, were suppressed. 

In all these letters I had stated clearly and distinctly that Johnston's army 
would not fight, but, if pushed, would " disband" and ** scatter" into small and 
dangerous guerilla parties as injurious to the interests of the United Sttites as 
to the rebels themselves ; that all parties admitted that the rebel cause of the 
south was abandoned ; that the negro was free ; and that the temper of all was 
most favorable to a lasting peace. I say all these opinions of mine were with- 
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held from the public with a seeming purpose; and I do contend that my official 
experience and former services, as well as my past life and £Euniliarity with the 
people and geography of the south, entitled my opinions to at least a decent 
respect. 

Although this despatch (Mr. Stanton's of April 27) was printed "official," 
it had come to me only in the questionable newspaper paragraph, headed 
** Sherman's truce disregarded." 

I had already done what General Wilson wanted me to do, namely, had sent 
him supplies of clothing and food, with clear and distinct orders and instruc- 
tions how to carry out in western Georgia the terms for the surrender of arms 
and paroling of prisoners made by General Johnston's capitulation of April 26, 
and had properly and most opportunely ordered Gi^neral Gillmore to occupy 
Orangeburg and Augusta, strategic points of great value at all times, in peace 
or war ; but as the Secretary had taken upon himself to order my subordinate 
generals to disobey my ''orders," I explained to G^eral Gillmore tliat I would 
no longer confuse him or General Wilson with "orders" that might conflict 
with those of the Secretary, which, as reported, were sent, not through me, bat 
in open disregard of me and of my lawful authority. 

It now becomes my duty to paint, in justly severe character, the still more 
offensive and dangerous matter of General Haileck's despatch .of April 26 to the 
Secretaiy of War, embodied in his to General Dix of April 27. 

General Halicck had been chief of staff of the army at Washington, in which 
capacity he must have received my official letter of April 18, wherein I wrote 
clearly that if Johnston's army about Greensboro' were "pushed" it would 
"disperse," an event I wished to prevent. About that time he seems to have 
been sent from Washington to Richmond to command the new military divi- 
sion of the James, in assuming charge of which, on the 22d, he defines the lim- 
its of his authority to be the " department of Virginia, the army of the Potomac, 
and such part of North Carolina as may not he occupied by the command of 
Major General Sherman^ (See his General Orders No. 1.) Four days later, 
Api il 26, he reports to the Secretary that he has ordered Generals Meade, Sheri- 
dan, and Wright to invade that part of North Carolina which tca» occupied bj 
my command, and pay "no regard to any truce or orders of" mine. They 
were ordered to **pvsh forward, regardless of any orders save those of Lieuten- 
ant General Grant, and cut off Johnston's retreat" He knew at the time he 
penned that despatch and made those orders, that Johnston was not retreating' 
but was halted under a forty-eight hours' truce with me, and was laboring to 
surrender his command and prevent its dispersion into guerilla bands, and tluU 
I had on the spot a magnificent army at my conmiand, amply sufficient for ill 
purposes required by the occasion. 

The plan of cutting off a retreat from the direction of Burksville and Pao- 
ville is hardly worthy one of his military education and genius. When he 
contemplated an act so questionable as the violation of a "truce" made by com- 
petent authority within his sphere of command, he should have gone himself 
and not have sent subordinates, for he knew I was bound in honor to dtfen^ 
and maintain my oten truce and pledge of faith, even at the cost of nuuDy 
lives. 

When an officer pledges the fitith of his government, he is bound to defend 
it, and he is no soldier who would violate it knowingly. 

As to Davis and hie stolen treasure, did General Halleek, as chief of staff or 
commanding officer of the neighboring military division, notify me of the fact^ 
contained in his despatch to the Secretary ? No, he did not. If the Secrettry 
of War wanted Davis caught, why not order ^it, instead of, by publishing in the 
newspapers, putting him on his guard to hide away and escape I No orders or 
instructions to catch Davis or his stolen treasure ever came to me; but, on ^^ 
contrary, I was led to believe that the Secretary of War siOhAr preferred he 
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should effect an escape from the country if made "unknown" to him. But 
even on this point I enclose a copy of my letter to Admiral Dahlgren, at Charles- 
ton, sent him by a fleet steamer from Wilmington on the 25th of April, two 
days before the bankers of Richmond had imparted to General Halleck the im- 
portant secret as to Davis's movements, designed doubtless to stimulate his 
troops to march their legs off to catch their treasure for their own use. 

I know now that Admiral Dahlgren did receive my letter on the 26th, and had 
&cted on it before General Halleck had even thought of the matter; but I don't 
believe a word of the treasure story ; it is absurd on its face, and General Hal- 
leck or anybody has my full permission to chase Jeff. Davis and cabinet, with 
their stolen treasure, through any part of the country occupied by iny com- 
mand. 

The last and most obnoxious feature of General Halleck's despatch is wherein 
he goes out of his way and advises that my subordinates. Generals Thomas, 
Stoneman, and Wilson, should be instructed not to obey " Sherman's " com- 
mands. 

This is too much, and I turn from the subject with feelings too strong for 
words, and merely record my belief that so much mischief was never before em- 
braced in so small a space as in the newspaper paragraph headed '* Sherman's 
truce disregarded," authenticated as "official" by Mr. Secretary Stanton, and 
published in the New York papers of April 28. 

During the night of May 2, at Hilton Head, having concluded my business 
in the department of the south, I began my return to meet my troops then 
marching toward Richmond from Raleigh. On the morning of the 3d we ran 
into Charleston harbor, where I had the pleasure to meet Admiral Dahlgren, 
who had, in all my previous operations from Savannah northward, aided me with 
a courtesy and manliness that commanded my entire respect and deep affection ; 
also General Hatch, who, from our first interview at his Tullafinnay camp, had 
caught the spirit of the move from Pocotaligo northward, and had largely con- 
tributed to our joint success in taking Charleston and the Carolina coast. Any 
one who is not satittfied with war should go and see Charleston, and he will pray 
loader and deeper than ever that the country may in the long future be spared 
any more war. Charleston and secession being synonymous terms, the city 
should be left as a sample, so that centuries may pass away before that false 
doctrine is again preached in our Union. 

We left Charleston on the evening of the 3d of May, and hastened with all 
possible speed back to Morehead City, which we reached at night of the 4ih. I 
immediately communicated by telegraph with General Schofield at Raleigh, 
and learned fi'om him the pleasing fact that the Lieutenant General command- 
ing the armies of the United States had reached the Chesapeake in time to 
eountermand General Halleck's orders, and prevent his violating my truce, in- 
vading the area of my command, and driving Johnston's surrendering army 
into fragments. General Johnston had fulfilled his agreement to the very best 
of his ability ; and the officers charged with issuing the paroles at Greensboro' 
reported about thirty thousand (30,000) already made, and that the greater part 
of the North Carolina troops had gone home without waiting for their papers, 
but that all of them would doubtless come into some one of the military posts, 
the commanders of which are authorized to grant them. About eight hundred 
' (800) of the rebel cavalry had gone south, refusing to abide the terms of the sur- 
render, and it was supposed they would make for Mexico. I would sincerely 
advise that they be encouraged to go and stay ; they would be a nuisance to any 
civilized government, whether loose or in prison. 

With the exception of some plundering on the part of Lee's and Johnston's 
disbanded men, all else in North Carolina was "quiet." When to the number 
of men surrendered at Greensboro' are added those at Tallahassee, Augusta, 
and Macon, with the scattered squads who will come in at other military posts, 
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I have no doubt fifty thousand (50,000) armed men will be disarmed and re- 
stored to civil pursuits by the capitulation made near Durham's Station, North 
Carolina, on the 26th of April, and that, too, without the loss of a single life to us. 
On the 5th of May I received and here subjoin a further despatch from Gen- 
eral Schnfield, which contains inquiries I have been unable to satisfy, similar to 
those made by nearly every officer in my command whose duty brings him in 
contact with citizens. I leave you to do what you think expedient to provide 
the military remedy. 

[By telegraph.] 

''Raleigh, North Carolina, May5y 1865. 

"When General Grant was here, as you doubtless recollect, he said the lines 
had been extended to embrace this and other States south. The order, it seems, 
has been modifi(?d ho as to include only Virginia and Tennessee. I think it 
would be an act of wisdom to open this State to trade at once. I hope the 
government will make known its policy as the organ of State governments with- 
out delay. Affairs must necessarily be in a very unsettled state until that is 
done; the people are now in a mood to accept almost anylhing which promises 
a definite settlement. 

"What is to be done with the freedmen is the question of all, and is the all- 
important question. It requires prompt and wise action to prevent the negro 
from becoming a huge eltphant on our hands. If I am to govern this Sate, it 
is important for me to know it at once. If another is to be sent here, ir cannot 
be done too soon, for he will probably undo the most that I shall have done. 
I shall be glad to hear from you freely when you have time to write. 

** I will send your message to Wilson at once. 

"J. M. SCHOFIELD, Major General, 

"Major General W. T. Sherman, 

''Morehead City:' 

I give this despatch entire, to demonstrate how intermingled have become 
civil matters with the military, and how almost impossible it has become forao 
officer in authority to act a pure military part. 

There are no longer armed enemies in North Carolma, and a soldier can deal 
with no other sort. The marshals and sheriffs with \\m\Y posies (of which the 
military may become a part) are the only proper officers to deal wi.h civil crimi- 
nals and marauders. But I will not be drawn out in a discussion of this subject, 
but instance the case to show how dfficuli is the task become to military ofticeii', 
when men of the rank, education, experience,, nerve, and good sense of General 
Schofield feel embarrassed by them. 

General Schofield, at llaleigh, has a well-appointed and well-disciplined com- 
mand, is in telegraph communication with the controlling pans of his depirt- 
ment, and remole ones in the direction of Georgia, as well as wiih Washington, 
and has military possession of all strategic points. 

In like manner General Gillmore is well situated in all respects except as to 
rapid communication wiih the seat of the general government. I leave him also 
wiih every man he ever asked for, and in full and quiet possession of every stra- 
tegic point in his department ; and General Wilson has in the very heart of Georgia 
the strongest, best appointed, and best equipped cavalry corps that ever fell un- 
der my command; and he has now, by my recent action, opened to him a source 
and route of supply by way of Savannah river that simplifies his military prob- 
lem, so that 1 think I may with a clear conscience leave them and turn my at- 
tention once more to my special command, the army wiih which I have been 
associated through some of the most eventful scenes of this or any war. 

I hope and believe none of these commanders will ever have reason to re- 
proach me for any " orders " they may have received from me, and the President 
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the United States may be assured that all of tliem are in position, ready and 
lling to execute to the letter and in spirit any orders he ma}' give. I shall 
iceforlh cease to give them any orders at all, for the occasion that made 
»m subordinate lo me is past, and I shall confine my attention to the army 
mposed of the 15ih and 17ih, the 14 h and 20th corps, unless the com- 
indiiig general of the armies of the United States orders otherwise. 
At 4 p. m. of May 9 I reached Manchestei*, on the James river, opposite 
ebmond, and found that all the four corps had arrived from Raleigh, and were 
gaged in replenishing their wagons for the resumption of the march towards 
cxandria. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General, Commanding, 
General John A. Rawlins, 

Chief of StaJ\ Washington, V. C. 



9ffici«'il copy : 



Adjutant General's Office, November 18, 1865. 



E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant General. 



Headquarters Military Division of thb Southwest, 

New Orleans, Louisiana, July 16, 1865. 

General : I have the honor to make the following report of the operations of 
r command in the campaign from Winchester, hi the Shenandoah valley, to 
5 armies in front of Petersburg, beginning February 27, and ending March 

• 

The command consisted of the first and third divisions of cavalry, of the army 
the Shenandoah, under the immediate command of Brevet Major General 
esley Merritt, Brevet Major General George A. Custer, commanding the third 
nsion, and Brigadier General T. C. Devin, the first. The following was the 
:ective force : 



fectite force first and third cavalry divisions, army of the Shenandoah, 
February 28, 1865. — Major General Wesley Merritt, chief of cavalry. 



irst cavalry division, Brigadier General T. C. 

Devin, commanding , 

Qe section (companies C and £) fourth United 

States artillery , 

liird cavalry division, Brevet Major General 

George A. Caster, commanding 

Qe section (company M) second United States 

artillery , 

Total 



Commissioned 
officers. 



260 
o 

240 
1 



Enlisted men. 



4,787 



52 



503 



4,600 
45 



9,484 



Total. 



9,087 



On the rooming of February 27, 1865, we marched from Winchester up the 
illey pike with five days' rations in haversacks, and fifteen days' rations of 
»ffee, sugar and salt in wagons, thirty pounds of forage on each horse, one 

77 w 
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wagon for division headquarters, eight amhulances and our ammunition train. 
No other wagons, except a pontoon train of eight boats, were permitted to 
accompany the commann. 

My orders were to destroy the Virginia Central railroad, the James River 
canal, capture Lynchburg, if practicable, and then join Major General Sherman 
wherever he might be found in North Carolina, or return to Winchester, but in 
joining General Shernmn I must be governed by the position of affairs after the 
capture of Lynchburg. 

The command was in fine condition, but the weather was very bad, as the 
spring thaw, with licavy rains had already come on. 

The valley and surrounding mountains were covered with snow which wa< 
fast disappearing, putting all the streams nearly past fording. On our first day'g 
march we crossed Cedar creek. Tumbling river, and Tom's brook, and went 
into camp at Woodstock, having marched thirty miles. At 6 o'clock in the 
morning of the 28th instant the march was resumed through Edinburg and 
across the north fork of the Shenandoah river and through Newmarket, going 
into camp at Lacey's spring, nine miles north of Harrisonburg; the crossing of 
the north fork of the Shenandoah was by a pontoon bridge. Small bands of 
guerillas hovered on our Banks during the day, but no effort was made to drive 
them off, and no damage was done by them ; distance marched, twenty-nine 
miles. The march was resumed at 6 o'clock on the morning of the 29th, through 
Harrisonburg and Mount Crawford, and camp pitched on Middle river at Kline's 
mills. Guerillas hovered around us during the march, and at Mount Crawford 
General Rosser, with two or three hundred cavalry, attempted to burn the bridge 
over the middle fork of the Shenandoah, but did not succeed; two of Capehart's 
regiments swam the river above the bridge, charged Rosser and routed him, driving 
him rapidly to Kline's mills, the advance pushing almost to Staunton ; but few 
of the enemy were killed, thirty taken prisoners, and twenty ambuhmces and 
wagons with their contents were captured and destroyed ; our loss was five 
men wounded. Kline's mills are seven miles from Staunton, where the head- 
quarters of General Early were said to be. Not knowing but that he would 
fight at Staunton, Colonel Stiigg's brigade of General Devin's division was 
ordered to destroy the railroad bridge over Christian's creek, between Staunton 
and Waynesboro, to prevent his getting re-enforcements by rail, or in case he 
would not stand to prevent him carrying off supplies and ordnance stores; the 
bridge was burned, but General Early, learning of our approach, made hasty re- 
treat to Waynesboro', leaving word in Staunton that he intended to fight at that 
place. The next morning we entered Staunton. The question then arose in my 
mind whether I should pursue my course on to Lynchburg, leaving General 
Early in my rear, or go out and fight him with my cavalry against his infantij 
and what cavalry he could collect, defeat him, and open a way through Bock 
Fish Gap, and have everything in my own hands for the accomplishment of that 
portion of my instructions which directed the destruction of the Central rail- 
road and James River canal. I decided upon the latter course, and Greneral 
Custer's division, (3d,) composed of Colonels Wells, Pennington, and Cape- 
hart's brigades, was directed to take up the pursuit, followed closely by Gen- 
eral Devin's division, composed of General Gibbs's and Colonels Fitahngh's and 
Stagg's brigades. The rain had been pouring in toiTents for two days and the 
roads were bad beyond description ; nevertheless the men pushed boldly on, al- 
though horses and men could scarcely be recognized for the mud which cov- 
ered them. General Custer found General Early, as he hail promised, «t 
Waynesboro', in a well-chosen position, with two brigades of infantry and 
some cavalry under General Rosser, the infantry occupjring breastworkfl. Cas- 
ter, without waiting for the enemy to get up his courage over the delay of a care- 
ful recounoissance, made his dispositions for attack at once, sending three teff- 
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lent 8 around the left flank of the enemy, which was somewhat exposed by be- 
ig advanced from instead of resting upon the bank of the river in his imme- 
iate rear ; he, with the other two brigades, partly mounted and partly dis- 
lounted, at a given signal, boldly attacked and impetuously carried the ene- 
ly's works, while the 8th New York and the 1st Connecticut cavalry, who 
rere formed in column of fours, charged over the breastwork and continued 
be charge through the little towifof Waynesboro*, sabering a few men as they 
rent along, and did not stop until they had crossed the south fork of the She- 
andoah river, which was immediately in General Early's rear, where they 
Drmed as foragers, and with drawn sabres held the east bank of the stream. 
?he enemy threw down their arms and surrendered with cheers at the sudden- 
ess with which they were captured. The general officers present at this en- 
agement were Generals Early, Long, Wharton, Lilley, and Rosser, and it has 
Iways been a wonder to me how they escaped, unless they hid in obscure 
laces in the houses of the town. Colonel Capehart, with his brigade, contin- 
ed the pursuit of the enemy's train which was stretched for miles over the 
lountains, and the other two brigades pushed rapidly after him, with orders to 
ucamp on the east side of the Bine Ridge. The substantial results of this 
rilliaut fight were eleven pieces of artillery with horses and caissons com- 
lete, about two hundred wagons and teams, all loaded with subsistence, camp 
nd garrison equipage, ammunition and officers' baggage, seventeen battle-flags, 
nd sixteen hundred officers and enlisted men. The results in a military point 
f Tiew were very great, as the crossing of the Blue Ridge, covered with snow 
8 it was, at any other point would have been difficult. Before leaving Staunton 
>r Waynesboro' I obtained information of a large amount of rebel prop- 
rty at Swoop's depot, on the Lexington railroad, and sent a party to de- 
Lroy it, which was done ; a list of which property will be attached to this re- 
ort. General Custer's division encamped at Hrookfield, on the east side of the 
Mne Ridge, General Devin's division remaining at Waynesboro'. The next 
lorning the prisoners were sent back to Winchester under a guard of about 
ifteen hundred men, commanded by Colonel J. H. Thompson, 1st New Hamp- 
hire cavalry, who safely reached that point, notwithstanding he was harassed 
»y General Rosser's command as far as the crossing of the north fork of the 
Shenandoah near Mount Jackson, at which point General Rosser made a fierce 
Lttack upon him and tried to rescue the prisoners, but he was handsomely re- 
raised by Colonel Thompson, who captured some of his men and finally arrived 
it his destination with all his own prisoners and some of Rosser's men besides. 
jreneral Devin resumed his march at 6 a. m., leaving General Gibbs's brigade 
Lo destroy the iron bridge over the south fork of the Shenandoah, and to burn and 
iestroy the captured wagons and their contents. General Custer moved on towards 
Charlottesville, destroying much government property and subsistence at Green- 
wood depot and Ivy Station, also the railroad and the large bridge over Meacham's 
river, arriving at Charlottesville at 4 p. m., the mayoi and several of the most 
prominent citizens meeting him in the suburbs of the city and delivering up the 
keys of the public buildings. 

The roads from Waynesboro' to Charlottesville had, from the incessant rains 
«^nd spring thaws, become so terribly cut up, and the mud was of such a depth, 
^kat it was impossible for our train to reach Charlottesville under two days. I 
therefore notified the command that we would remain two days at this point for 
the purpose of resting, refitting, and destroying the railroad ; parties were sent 
^ell out towards Gordonsville to break the railroad, and also about fifteen miles 
towards Lynchburg for the same purpose, to prevent troops massing on me from 
either Richmond or Lynchburg. A thorough and systematic destruction of the 
'^Iroads was then commenced, including the large iron bridges over the north 
*nd south forks of the Rivenna river, and the work was continued until the 
Evening of the 5th instant, when General Gibbs reported with our trains ; forage 
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and subfiistcnce was found in great abundance in the vicinity of C harlot tsville. 
Commodore Hollins of the confederate navy was killed while trying to escape 
from a scouting party frum General Custer's division. This necessary delay 
forced me to abandon the idea of capturing Lynchburg, but trusty scouts had 
been sent there to find out the state of affairs in that vicinity. When the time 
to start came I determined to separate into two columns, .^ending General De- 
vin*8 division, under immediate command of . General Merritt, to Scottsville, 
thence to march along the James River canal, destroying every lock as far as 
Newmarket, while with Custer's division 1 pushed on up the Lynchburg rail- 
road through North and South Gardens, destroying it as far as Amherst Court 
House, sixteen miles from Lynchburg, and then moved across the country and 
united with General Merritt's column at Newmarket. 

General Merritt sUirted on the morning of the 6th, first sending the ht 
Michigan cavalry, Colonel Maxwell commanding, down the Rivenna river to 
Palmyra and towards Columbia, with directions to rejoin him at Scottsville, 
General Merritt thoroughly accomplished his orders, destroying all large flour 
mills, woollen factories, and manufacturing establishments, tearing up and de- 
moliifhing all the locks on the James River canal from Scottsville to Newmar- 
ket. I had directed him to try and obtain possession of the bridge across the 
James river at Duiguidsville, intending to hold it and strike the South Side 
railroad at Appomattox depot, and follow up its destruction to Farmville, where 
the High Bridge crosses the Appomattox. A bold dash was made to secure 
this bridge, but without avail, as the enemy had covered it with inflammable ma- 
terials and set it on fire the instant their scouts signalled the approach of our 
forces ; they also and by the same means burned the bridge across the James 
river at Hardwicksville, leaving me master of all the country north of the 
James river. My eight pontoons would not reach half way across the rirer, 
and my scouts from Lynchburg reported the enemy concentrating at that point 
from the west, together with a portion of General Pickett's division from Rich- 
mond and Fitz Lee's cavalry. It was here that I fully determined to join the 
armies of the Lieutenant General in front of Petersburg, instead of going back 
to Winchester, and also make a more complete destruction of the James River 
canal and the Virginia Central and Fredericksburg railroads connecting Rich- 
mond with Lynchburg and Gordonsville. I now had all the advantage, and bj 
hurrying quickly down the canal and destroying it as near Richmond as Gooch- 
land or beyond, and then moving up to the railroad and destroying it as close 
up to the city as possible in the same manner I did towards Lynchburg, I 
felt convinced 1 was striking a hard blow by destroying the means of supply 
to the rebel capital, and, to a certain extent, the army of northern Virginia, 
besides leaving the troops now concentrating at Lynchburg without anything 
to oppose them, and forcing them to return to Richmond. This conception was 
at once decided upon and Colonel Fitzhugh's brigade was ordered to proceed to 
Goochland and beyond, immediately, destroying every lock upon the canal and 
cutting the banks wherever practicable. The next morning the entire command 
moved from Newmarket down the canal, leisurely and completely destiojing 
the locks and banks about the aqueducts, and in some places cutting the banks; 
the rain and mud still impeded us, and the command, particularly the transport- 
ation, was much worn and fatigued ; however, by replacing our wom>out mules 
with those captured from General Early's trains, and with the assistance of 
nearly two thousand negroes who attached themselves to the command, we 
managed to get along in very good shape, reaching Columbia on the evening of 
the 10th instant, at which place we were rejoined by Colonel Fitzhugh's 
brigade. 

Colonel Fitzhugh had destroyed the canal about eight miles east of Gooch- 
land, thereby reducing it to a very small length. At Columbia we took one 
day's rest, and I here sent a communication to the Lieutenant Goaeral command- 
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ng the armies, notifying him of our success, position, and condition, and re- 
juesting supplies to be sent to White House. My anxiety now was to be 
ible to cross the Pamuukey. I felt confident that the enemy would march out 
i heavy force and try to destroy my command and prevent me from crossing the 
•iver. The railroad from Richmond to Gordons ville was still intact, and to go 
south of the Pamunkey river, and between it and Richmond, I regarded as too 
iiazardous, and 1 was fearful that the enemy might use it to get on my flank 
ind rear. General Custer was therefore directed to strike the railroad at Fred- 
Brick's Hall and General MeiTitt at Louisa Court House. General Custer was 
ardered to thoroughly destroy the track towards Richmond as far as Beaver 
Dam, while General Merritt did the same thing from Louisa Court House to Fred- 
erick's Hall. While at this latter place Major Young's scouts from Richmond 
notified me of preparations being made there to prevent me from getting to the 
Tames river, and that Prckett's division of infantry was coming back from 
Lynchburg via the Southside railroad, as was also the cavalry, but that no ad> 
ranee from Richmond had yet taken place. I at once determined that there 
was no way to stop me unless General Longstreet marched directly for the 
lYhite House, and that he would be unable to do so if I pushed boldly on to- 
wards Richmond, as he would be forced to come out and meet me near Ashland, 
;hen I could withdraw, cross South and North Anna and march to White House 
m north side of the Pamunkey. It proved true. But, to divert from the narra- 
tive, when General Custer struck Frederick's Hall Station he entered it so sud- 
ienly that he captured the telegraph office with all the despatches. Among them 
wtLB one from Lieutenant General Early to General Lee, stating that he had 
been informed that Sheridan's forces were approaching Goochland, and that he 
ntended to move up with two hundred cavalry which he had, and attack them 
n the flank at daylight. General Custer immediately ordered a regiment of 
iavalry in pursuit of this bold party, which in about two hours it overtook, at- 
;acked, and captured or dispersed in every direction, Lieutenant General Early 
escaping on a side road with fivejor six orderlies and two stafl" officers ; he was, 
however, closely followed by a small detachment, and his staff officers captured, 
lie barely escaping over the South Anna with a single orderly, and the next 
lay he made his way to Richmond, after a campaign in the Shenandoah valley 
in which he lost nearly the whole of his army, together with his battle-flags, 
md nearly every piece of artillery which his troops opened upon us, and also a 
large part of his transportation. But to resume : General Custer in the morn- 
ing of the 14th instant was directed to push down the Negro-foot road and cross 
the South Anna. He sent his scouting parties up to within eleven miles of Rich- 
mond, where they burned a hospital train. The object of this move was to di- 
rert the attention of the enemy from the North and South Anna bridges and 
bridges over Little river, which Merritt was ordered to destroy with Devin's di- 
vision ; Custer's main column meanwhile being held at the Negro-foot crossing 
ttf the South Anna. General Merritt was ordered to follow the railroad to Han- 
over Junction, cross the Little river, and go into camp on the north bank of South 
Anna. In the attack upon the railroad bridge over the South Anna, the 5th 
United States cavalry charged up to the bridge, dismounted, dashed across it, 
and drove away the company of artillery who tried to defend it, and turned 
their own guns — four 20-pounder Parrotts — upon them. I here received a 
despatch from the Lieutenant General that supplies were at the White House 
for me, and one brigade of infantry ; and also captured the following despatch, 
which led me to doubt whether General Longstreet had yet determined. in his 
own mind where I was going : 
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Hanovkr Junction, March 14 — 11.25. 

[By tele^aph from Richmond.] 

Colonel Haskell : General Loiigi»treet desires you to follow the enemy 
if be goes east, until be crosses the Ilapidan or Blue Ridge. If he goes towards 
the Peninsula follow as far as you can. 
By order of Lieutenant General Ewell : 

T. 0. CHESTNEY, 
Assistant Adjutant General. 

Next morning General Custer was ordered to move by the Negro- foot cross- 
ing of the South Anna, and thence to Ashland, and General Devin was 
ordered to proceed to the same point. This developed the situation The 
prisoners captured in front of Ashland reported Longstreet, with Pickett's and 
Johnson's divisions and Fitz Lee's cavalry, on the Ashland road, in the direc- 
tion of Kichmond, and four miles from Ashland. Aly course was now clear 
and the feint successful. General Devin was quickly ordered to the north 
side of the South Amna and General Custer was ordered to follow, sending 
Colonel Pennington's brigade to amuse the enemy, cover his front, and 
gradually fall back. The whole command was, meanwhile, ordered to cross 
the North Anna and go into camp at Carmel church, and at daylight take up 
the line of march for White House, via Man<j^ohick church I then knew 1 
could get to White House before the enemy, and that he could not operate 
upon the Chickahominy, as it would be too close to the lines of the army of the 
James. The enemy, finding that he had made a mistake, moved rapidlv, 
during the night, towards the Pamunkey, through Hanover Court House, but 
forgot his pontoon trains and could not cross the river ; it would have made no 
difference, however, as I then could have gotten to the White House without 
question. 

At daylight on the morning of the 16th we leisurely resumed the march to 
White House, encamping at Mangohick church. On the 17th we marched to 
and encamped at Prince William Court House. On the 18th we reached 
Indiantown and on the 19th crossed the Pamunkey, at Wbite House, on the . 
railroad bridge, which had been repaired by Lieutenant Colonel Babcock, of 
Lieutenant General Grant's staff; we here found supplies in abundance. 

The amount of private and public property collected for the use of the enemy, 
and destroyed, and the destruction of line^ of communication and supplies was 
very great and beyond estimating. 

Every bridge on the Central railroad, between Richmond and Lynchburg, 
except the one over the Chickahominy and that over the James river at Lynch- 
burg, and many of the culverts, were destroyed. The James River canal was 
disabled beyond any immediate repair. There, perhaps, never was a march 
where nature offered such impediments and shrouded herself in such gloom as 
upon this. Incessant rain, deep and almost impassable streams, swamps and 
mud were overcome with a constant cheerfulness on the part of the troops that 
was truly admirable. Both officers and men appeared buoyed up by the 
thought that we had completed our work in the valley of the Shenandoah, and 
that we were on our way to help our brothers in arms in front of Petersburg 
in the final struggle. 

Our loss in horses was considerable, almost entirely from hoof-rot After 
refitting at White House until the 24th instant we resumed our march, cross- 
ing the Chickahominy at Jones's bridge, and arriving at and crossing the James 
river on the evening of March 25, and on the following day, by direction of 
the Lieutenant General, went into camp at Hancock's Station, on the railroad 
in front of Petersburg. The whole number of prisoners captured on the march 
was about sixteen hundred, but some of them we were obliged to parole, as 
they were unable to keep up with the column, though, after the first three days. 
our marches did not average over eighteen miles per day. 
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To General Merritt, chief of cavalry, Generals Custer and T. C. Devin, 
division commanders, Generals Gibbs and Wells and Colonels Fitzhugh, Cape- 
hart, Stagg, and Pennington, brigade commanders, my staff, and every officer 
and man of the let and 3d cavalry divisions, 1 return my sincere thanks for pa- 
triotic, unmurmuring, and soldierly conduct. 

To Major H. H. Young, of my staff, chief of scouts, and the thirty or forty 
men of his command who took their lives in their hands, cheerfully going wher- 
ever ordered, to obtain that great essential of success — information — I tender 
my gratitude. Ten of these men were lost. Our entire loss during the march 
did not exceed one hundred men ; and some of these we left by the wayside, 
unable to bear the fatigues of the march. 

This report should be regarded as the preface of my report of operations in 
front of Petersburg and Richmond, as my command only rested one day before 
ifs commencement. 

I forward herewith list of prisoners captured, and property destroyed. 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

P. n. SHERIDAN, Major General 

Brevet Major General Joiix A. Rawlins, 

Chief of Staff, Washington, D, C. 

Official : 

E. D. TOWN SEND, Assistant Adjutant General. 

Adjutant General's Office, November 18, 18G5. 



Major General G. H, Thomases report of the operations of the army under 
his command from September 7, 1864, to January 20, 1865. 

Headquarters Department of the Cumberland, 

Eastport, Mississippi, January 20, 1865. 

Colonel: I have the honor to report the operations of my command from 
the date of the occupation of Atlanta, Georgia, as follows : 

From the 7th to the 30th of September the 4th, 14th, and 20th army corps, 
composing the army of the Cumberland, remained quietly in camp around the 
city of Atlanta. The enemy was reported posted in the neighborhood of 
Jonesboro*. During the greater portion of the above-mentioned period an 
armistice existed between the two armies for the purpose of exchanging prison- 
ers captured on both sides during the preceding campaign. 

About the 20 lb of September the enemy's cavalry, under Forrest, crossed 
the Tennessee river near Waterloo, Alabama, and appeared in front of Athens, 
Alabama, on the 23d, after having destroyed a portion of the railroad between 
the latter place lind Decatur, Alabama. Considerable skirmishing took place, 
and the garrison, Colonel Campbell, 110th United States colored troops, com- 
manding, withdrew into the fort. By nightfall the town was completely in- 
vested, and the quartermaster and commissary buildings destroyed by the 
enemy. On the morning of the 24th the enemy opened on the fort with a 
12-pounder battery, firing from two directions, north and west, which was 
answered by the artillery of the garrison. Later two flags of truce were re- 
ceived, demanding a surrender, which was declined by Colonel Campbell, when 
he was requested to grant Major General Forrest a personal interview, and 
complied with the request. At this interview Colonel Campbell allowed himself 
to become convinced by the rebel commander that it was useless to contend 
against the largely superior force of the enemy confronting him, and was in- 
duced to surrender his command. The garrison, at the time, consisted of 450 
men belonging to the 106th, UOth, and 111th United States colored troops, 
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and about 150 men of the 3d Tennessee cavalry. Thirty minutes after the 
evacuation of the fort re-enforcements, consisting of the 18th Michiojan and 
102d Ohio regiments, arrived, and after a severe fight were also forced to yield. 
Forrest then moved toward Pulaski, destroying the railroad as he advanced, 
captured the garrison at Sulphur Branch Trestle, and skirmished heavily all 
day of the 27th with the garrison of Pulaski, hut withdrew toward nightfall. 
Major General Rousseau was present at Pulaski during the engagement, having 
collected such troops as he could spare from other points of his command to 
assist in staying the progress of the enemy in the destruction of our railroad 
communications. 

On the 29th Forrest withdrew from the immediate vicinity of the railroad, 
after having thoroughly destroyed it from Athens to within five miles of Pulaski, 
and on the same day the Nashville and Chattanooga railroad was cut near Tul- 
lahoma and Decherd by small parties from his command, sent out for the pur- 
pose; but the road was again in running order on the 30th. As Forrest 
changed the scene of his operations from the Decatur railroad over to the one 
leading to Chattanooga, General Rousseau moved rapidly by rail around through 
Nashville to Tullahoma, and prepared for his reception. On the same day 
(29th September) 5,000 men from the district of the Etowah, Major General 
J. B. Steedman commanding, crossed to the north of the Tennessee river to 
check Forrest's movements and protect and keep open the communication by 
rail with Chattanooga. 

Newton's division, 4th corps, was ordered from Atlanta September 2Gt and 
replaced Steedman's command at Chattanooga on the 28th. Morgan's division, 
of the 14th corps, started from Atlanta for the same purpose on the 29th of 
September, and to re-enforce the troops operating against Forrest. 

In compliance with verbal instructions from Major General Sherman. I left 
Atlanta with Morgan's division to take immediate charge of affairs in Tennce- 
see, and reached Nashville October 3. 

On the withdrawal of Forrest's troops from Athens, a garrison was sent to 
reoccupy the post by Brigadier General R. S. Granger, commanding district of 
northern Alabama, who also sent a scouting party from Huntsville toward 
Fayetteville to locate the enemy. This party ascertained that Forrest passed 
through Fayetteville on the night of the 29th, and moved toward Decherd. 
After passing Fayetteville, however, he divided his forces, part going south 
througn New Market toward Huntsville, and the remainder, under Forrest in 
person, moved through Lynchburg towards Columbia. The fir^t column, 4,000 
strong, under Buford, appeared in front of Huntsville during the evening of the 
30th, and immediately sent in a summons to the gamson to surrender, which the 
latter refused to do. The enemy remained throughout the night in the vicinitv 
of the town, and repeated the demand for its surrender on the morning of 
October ] , and, meeting with an answer similar to the one received on the night 
previous, he moved off in the direction of Athens, which place was attacked by 
him at about 3 p. m. without effect, the garrison holding its own nobly. T|ie 
second column (under Forrest in person, and estimated at 3,000 men) made its 
appearance near Columbia on the morning of the 1st, but did not attack that 
place. 

During these operations of Forrest in ^Middle Tennessee, small parties of the 
enemy made their appearance in the neighborhood of McMiuuville and Libertji 
but made no serious demonstrations. 

Morgan's division, of the 14th army corps, which started from Atlanta on the 
29th of September, reached Stevenson during the morning of the Ist of Octo- 
ber, and pushed on towards Huntsville immediately, reaching that place during 
the night, and set out for Athens at an early hour on the morning of the 2di 
repairing the railroad as it advanced. The enemy, under Buford, reaomed th« 
attack on Athens on the 2d, but was again handsomely repulsed by the gtni- 
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•n, consisting of the 73d Indiana, Lieutenant Colonel Slade commanding, 
ailing in this second attempt, Buford moved off toward Elk river, pursued by 
small force of our cavalry belonging to General Granger's command. The 
her column, under Forrest, started from near Columbia on the morning of the 
1, and moved off in the direction of ^fount Pleasant, paroling all his prisoners 
jfore his departure. During his stay in the neighborhood he destroyed about 
ire miles of railroad between Carter's creek and Spring Hill, including three 
ridges. The enemy's intention to make good his escape to the south side of 
le Tennessee river being now evident, directions were given to General Morgan, 
; Athens, to move with his division toward Bainbridge, and endeavor to secure 
le crossing at that place in advance of Forrest, while General Rousseau, 
ready on the way to Columbia from Nashville with a force of 4,000 mounted 
en, hastily collected together, was to push after the enemy through Mount 
feasant, and press him in the rear. Croxtou's brigade of cavalry started from 
armington, and, moving through Lewisburg, pursued a southwesterly course 
wards Lawrenccburg. The above was the position of the troops on the moru- 
g of October 3. On the same day information reached me that Major General 
^ashbume, with 3,000 cavalry and 1,500 infantry, was moving up the Ten- 
«see river to participate in the operations against Forrest. Directions were 
nt him on the 4th to leave his infantry at Johnsonville, move with his cavalry 
J water to Clifton, and thence across the country toward Pulaski, joining Gen- 
•al Rousseau's column at that point Lieutenant Commander Forrest, United 
tates navy, commanding the naval force on the upper Tennessee, was I'e- 
iiested to send some gunboats down the river to Florence, Alabama, and 
ideavor to prevent the enemy crossing in that vicinity, if the high stage of 
ater then prevailing in th^ Tennessee would admit of his crossing the upper 
lioals with his gunboats. 

Morgan's division reached Rogersville during the evening of the 4th, having 
teen delayed by high water in crossing Elk river ; and on the same night For- 
tist passed through Lawrenceburg. A report was received to the effect that 
Buford's command succeeded in crossing the Tennessee river at Brown's ferry 
)n the 3d instant. 

On the 6th General Washburne reached Waynesboro', still moving eastward, 
tnd on the same day General Morgan came up with the enemy's rear guard at 
>hoal Creek bridge, and skirmished with it slightly, but still not in time to pre- 
ent the main body of the enemy from safely effecting a crossing of the Ten- 
essee at Bainbridge. Thus both columns of the enemy succeeded in escaping, 
Ubough closely pursued by our forces. On the 8th directions were sent to 
^neral Rousseau to destroy all ferry-boats and other means of crossing the 
▼"er, and then move his command below Florence to await further orders. At 
>e same time General Morgan was directed to return to Athens. 

I^ending these operations in Tennessee the whole aspect of affairs about 
tlanta had uudersronc a chang^e. Hood had crossed the Chattahoochee river, 
^d had sent one corps of his army to destroy the railroad between Alatoona 
^d Marietta, which he had effectually accomplished for a distance of over 
^enty miles, interrupting all communication between the forces in Tennessee 
^d the main army with General Sherman in Georgia. He then moved around 
^Uth of Home to the west side of the Coosa river, and, taking a northeasterly 
^tirse, marched toward Summerville and Lafayette, threatening Chattanooga 
^d Bridgeport. 

The following dispositions were made on the 11th : Croxton's cavalry brig- 
^e was to move to some point sufficiently near his supplies at Athens, and not 
^0 far removed from the Tennessee river to protect its crossings from Decatur 
Wn as far as Eastport ; Morgan's division, of the 14th corps, to move without 
Ulay from Athens to Chattanooga by rail, and Steedman's command following 
Morgan's from Decatur to Bridgeport. General Rousseau's troops were re- 
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called from below Florence, and ordered to concentrate at Athens without 
delay. The district of northern Alabama, comprising the posts of Decatur, 
Huiitsville, Stevenson, and intermediate points, was left with its ordinary garri- 
sons, and our whole attention turned toward Hood's movements in northern 
Georgia. 

On the 12th the enemy's cavalry attacked Resaca, but the place was reso- 
lutely held by AVatkins's brigade of cavalry, and the railroad bridge saved from 
destruction. The same day Brigadier General Wagner reported from Chatta- 
nooga the enemy's cavalry, 5^50 strong, had occupied La Fayette, Georgia; 
whereupon directions were sent him to call in the detachments at Tunnel Hill, 
Ringgold, and intermediate points along the railroad between there and Chatta- 
nooga, and quietly make preparations to defend his post. On the 13th one 
corps of Ilood'rt army appeared in front of Dalton, and a summons to surrender, 
signed by Hood in person, was sent in to Colonel Johnson, 44th United State? 
colored troops, comman ling the garrison. Colonel Johnson being convinced of 
the uselcssness of contending against so overwhelming a force of the enemy, 
and knowing there was no succor at hand, complied with the demand. 

On the 14th Morgan's division reached Chattanooga, and General Stcedman'ti 
command arrived at Bridgeport, where he received orders to proceed to Chatta- 
nooga. 

After remaining at Dalton one day, during which he destroyed about five 
miles of railroad, the enemy moved off to the westward, through Nickajack Gap, 
to rejoin the remainder of Hood's army near Summerville, to which point he 
had been followed by General Sherman with the 4th, 14th, loth, and 17th 
corps, the 20th corps having been left behind at Atlanta to hold the place. 

In compliance with instructions from Major General Sherman, Morgan's divi- 
sion, of the 14th corps, and Wagner's, of the 4th, were sent from Chattanooga 
to rejoin their respective commands at Summerville. 

A force of 1,500 men was set to work under the direction of Colonel W.W. 
Wright, chief engineer United States military railroads, to repair the railroad 
south of Chattanooga, there being twenty-four miles of rails and ties totally 
destroyed, besides several important bridges carried away by high water ; yet, 
with characteristic energy on the part of Colonel Wright and Captain J. C. 
Van Duzer, superintendent of military telegraph, the repairs were rapidly car- 
ried forward. Telegraphic communication witli Atlanta was restored on the 
21st, and trains commenced running regularly on the 28th. On the latter date 
the enemy was at Gadsden, Alabama, whilst General Sherman's forces were at 
Gaylesville, both armies remaining inactive and watchful of the other's move- 
ments. Whilst at the latter place Special Field Order No. 105, military division 
of the Mississippi, was issued by General Sherman, and the substance of it sent 
to me by telegraph, as follows : 

**ln the event of military movements or the accidents of war separating the 
general in command from his military division, Major General George H 
Thomas, commanding the department of the Cumberland, will exercise com- 
mand over all the troops and garrisons not absolutely in the presence of the 
general- in-chief." 

A written communication, received a few days previous, in which I was in- 
structed to remain in Tennessee and defend the line of the Tennessee river, 
gave a detailed account of his plans for a campaign into the heart of Geo^ia. 
The 14th and 20th corps of my command were to go with General Sherman, 
the 4th corps remaining with me in Tennessee. My instructions were to pir- 
sue the enemy if he followed General Sherman's column, but, in any event, to 
hold Tennessee. On the 26th the enemy's infantry made its appearance in 
strong force in front of Decatur, Alabama, and during the afternoon attacked 
the garrison, but not vigorously, and without effect. Ke-enforcements, amount- 
ing to two full regiments, were sent from Chattanooga to General Granger at 
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that point, and he was directed to hold his post at all hazards. On the 27th 
the enemy commenced intrenching his position around Decatur, working steadily 
throughout the day, and skirmishing continually, but no artillery was used. At 
night their camp-fires showed a heavy force. Under cover of the darkness, 
and with a strong column, the enemy drove in our pickets and established a 
line of rifle-pits within five hundred yards of the town. On the 28th a sortie 
was made by a part of the garrison, which advanced under cover of the guns 
of the fort down the river-bank and around to the rear of the enemy's pits, 
clearing them of their occupants and capturing 120 prisoners belonging to 
Cheatham's division, besides killing and wounding a number. The same day 
the 14tli United States colored troops, Colonel Morgan commanding, carried 
one of the enemy's batteries up the river, after driving off the supports ; the 
guns were spiked, and the command returned to Decatur. Our loss was three 
officers killed, and several officers and men wounded. 

General Granger estimated the force opposing him at one corps, and his scouts 
informed him there was also a corps at Warrenton, Alabama, with Russell's brig- 
ade of cavalry at Guntersville on the river; Roddy's division of cavalry was 
picketing the south side of the Tennessee from Decatur to Tuscumbia, and For- 
rest, with the main cavalry force, was reported at Corinth, Mississippi, with 
outposts at Eastport and along the west hank of the Tennessee. On the 
29th General Granger reported the enemy in his front to be withdrawing from 
Decatur toward Courtland. The same day General Croxton, commanding a 
brigade of cavalry picketing the north bank of the river, reported the enemy 
crossing at the mouth of Cypress creek, two miles below Florence, stating at the 
same time that he would move with all the force he could spare to drive the 
enemy back. Directions were sent to General Hatch, commanding a division 
of cavalry at Clifton, on the east bank of the Tennessee, to move to the support 
of Croxton at Florence, impressing upon both commanders the necessity of keep- 
ing the enemy from crossing to the north side of the river until the 4th corps, 
already on its way from General Sherman in Georgia, could arrive and get into 
position to meet him. 

Hood's plans had now become evident, and from information gained through 
prisoners, deserters and other sources, his intention was to cross into Middle 
Tennessee. To enable him to supply his army, he had been repairing the Mo- 
bile and Ohio railroad for some time previous, and trains were now running as 
far north as Corinth and thence east to Cherokee Station, bringing his supplies 
by that route from Selma and Montgomery. 

The advance division (Wood's) of the 4th corps reached Athens on the 
31st, the other two divisions of the corps following along rapidly. The 23d 
corps, Major General J. M. Schofield commanding, having been ordered 
by Major General Sherman to take post at Resaca and report to me for orders, 
was immediately ordered by me to Pulaski, (as soon as I learned Hood had ap- 
peared in force on the south side of the Tennessee,) and was also on its way, 
moving in rear of the 4th corps. 

The enemy effected a lodgement for his iufantry on the north side of the Ten- 
nessee, about three miles above Florence, on the 31st, notwithstanding Croxtou'a 
endeavors to drive him back, and his cavalry in heavy force pressed Croxton 
across Shoal creek to its east bank. Orders were immediately sent to General 
Stanley to concentrate the 4th corps at Pulaski and await further instruc- 
tions. In the mean time Forrest was moving eastward from Corinth, Mississippi, 
and from Paris, Tennessee, making his appearance on the 28 th at Fort Heiman, 
an earthwork on the west bank of the Tennessee, about seventy-five miles from 
Paducah, where he captured gunboat No. 55 and two transports on the 31st, 
having previously burned the steamer Empress. His force was composed of 
seventeen regiments of cavalry with nine pieces of artillery. On the 2d he had 
succeeded in planting batteries above and below Johnsonvillc, (one of our bases 
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of supplies on the Tennessee river, and the western terminus of the Northwest- 
ern railroad,) completely blockading the river and isolating at that place three 
gunboats, eight transports, and about a dozen barges. The garrison was com- 
posed ( f about 1,000 men of the forty-third Wisconsin, twelfth United States 
colored troops, and a detachment of the eleventh Tennessee cavalry, all under 
command of Colonel C. R. Thompson, twelfth United States colored troops. 
The naval forces^ under command of Lieutenant E. M. King, attacked the ene- 
my's batteries below Johnsonville, but were repulsed after a severe contei?t, but 
not before they recaptured from the enemy one of the transports above men- 
tioned, having on board two 20-pounder Parrott guns, and a considerable quau 
tity of quartermaster's stores, and forcing the enemy to destroy the gunboat 
No. 55. captured on the 31st. 

On the 4th the enemy opened on the gunboats, transports, and on the town, 
from batteries posted on the opposite bank of the river, to which the artillery 
of the garrison and the gunboats gave a brisk response. The latter becoming 
disabled, and as great fears were entertained of their being seized by the enemy, 
it was resolved to fire them, as also the transports, to prevent their falling into 
his hands. In carrying this into operation, the flames spread to the buildings 
of the commissary and quartermaster's departments, and also to a large amount 
of stores on the levee, soon cotiverting the whole into a mass of ruins. The 
loss to the government, as far as estim ited, is set down at one and'a half mil- 
lion of dollars, of which about three hundred thousand dollars belongs to the 
subsistence department, and the remainder to the quartermaster's department. I 
believe there was no cause to apprehend that the enemy could effect a cnissing 
at Johnsonville, and the destruction of public property was consequently un- 
necessary. 

On the morning of the 5th the enemy again opened fire on the garrison, and 
after a furious cannonade of more than an hour's duratiem withdrew from his 
position across the river and disappeared. He crossed the Tennessee above 
Johnsonville by means of two large flat-boats constructed by his men and two 
small boats belonging to one of the gunboats, and then moved off in the direction 
of Clifton. Major General J^chofield, with the advance of the 23d corps, 
arrived in Nashville on the 5th, and was immediately started towards Johnson- 
ville by rail, reaching that i)lace the same night and finding the enemy had 
already retreated. Directions were then sent General Schofield to leave a suffi- 
ciently strong force for the defence of that post, and with the balance of his com- 
mand proceed to carry out the instructions already given him, namely, to join 
the 4th corps at Pulaski, and assume command of all the troops in the vicinity. 
watch the movements of Hood, and retard his advance into Tennessee as much 
as possible, without risking a general engagement, until Major General A. J. 
Smith's command could arrive from Missouri, and Major General J. H. AVilson 
could have time to remount the cavalry regiments dismounted to furnish horses 
for Kilpatrick's division, which was to accompany General Sherman in hi? 
march through Georgia. • 

At this time I found myself confronted by the army which, under General 
J. E. Johnston, had so skilfully resisted the advance of the whole active army 
of the military division of the Mississippi from Dalton to the Chattahoochee, re- 
enforced by a well equipped and enthusiastic cavalry command of over tweke 
thousand men, led by one of the boldest and most successful cavalry com- 
manders in the rebel army. 

My information from all sources confirmed the reported strength stated of 
Hood's anny to be from forty to forty-five thousand infantry, and from twelve 
to fifteen thousand cavalry. My eftective force at this time consisted of the 
4th corps, about twelve thousand, under Major General D. S. Stanley; the 
23d corps, about ten thousand, under Major General J. M. Schofield; Hatcher's 
division of cavalry, about four thousand; Croxton's brigade, twenty-five hnn- 
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Ired, and Caprou's brigade of about twelve hundred. The balance of my 
brce vras distributed along the railroad, and posted at Murfreesboro', Steven- 
;ou, Bridgeport, Huntsville, Decatur, and Chattanooga, to keep open our com- 
nunications and hold the posts above named, if attacked, until they c )uld be 
•e-enforced, as up to this time it was impossible to determine which course Hood 
«rould take — advance on Nashville, or turn toward Huntsville. Under these 
nrcumstauces it was manifestly best to act on the defensive until sufficiently re- 
inforced to justify taking the offensive. 

My plans and wishes were fully explained to General Schofield, and, as sub- 
sequent events showed, properly appicciated and executed by him. 

From the 1st to the 10th of November the enemy's position at Florence had 
remained materially unchanged. He had laid a pontoon bridge by mooring it 
to the piers of the old railroad bridge, at that place, and had crossed over one 
rorps of infantry (S. D. Lee's) and two divisions of cavalry ; the other two corps 
Stuart's and Cheatham's) were still on the south side of the river. His cavalry 
lad pushed out to Shoal creek, skirmishing continually with Hatch's and Crox- 
on's commands along the line of that stream, but showing no disposition to 
idvance beyond. 

General Sherman's uncertain position at Kingston, Georgia, where he still 
'emained in camp, had much to do with detaining the enemy, doubtless causing 
considerable sp'^culation as to his future movements. On the 12th of November 
communication with General Sherman was severed, the last despatch from him 
leaving Cartersville, Georgia, at 2.25 p. m. on that date. He had started on his 
great expedition from Atlanta to the sea-board, leaving me to guard Tennessee 
or to pui'sue the enemy if he followed the commanding general's column. It 
was therefore with considerable anxiety that we watched the forces at Florence, 
lo discover what course they would pursue with regard to General Sherman's 
movements, determining thereby whether the troops under my command, num- 
bering less than half those under Hood, were to act on the defensive in Ten- 
nessee, or take the offensive in Alabama. 

The enemy's position at Florence remained unchanged up to the 17th No- 
vember, when he moved Cheatham's corps to the north side of the river with 
Stuart's corps preparing to follow. The same day part of the enemy's infantry, 
said to be Lee's corps, moved up the Lawrenceburg road to Bough's mill, on 
Shoal creek, skirmishing at that point with Hatcher's cavalry, and then fell 
back a short distance to some bluffs, where it went into camp. 

The possibility of Hood's forces following General Sherman was now at an 
end, and I quietly took measures to act on the defensive. Two divisions of in- 
fantry, under Major General A. J. Smith, were reported on their way to join me 
from Missouri, which, with several one-year regiments then arriving in the de- 
f>artment, and detachments collected from points of minor importance, would 
iwell my command, when concentrated, to an army nearly as large as that of the 
inemy. Had the enemy delayed his advance a week or ten days longer I would 
aave been ready to meet him at some point south of Duck river, but Hood com- 
nenced his advance on the 19th, movuig on parallel roads from Florence towards 
Waynesboro , and shelled Hatch's cavalry out of Lawrenceburg on the 22d. 
My only resource then was to retire slowly towards my re-enforcements, delay- 
ng the enemy's progress as much as possible, to gain time for re- enforcements 
to arrive and concentrate. 

General Schofield commenced removing the public property from Pulaski 
preparatory to falling back towards Columbia. Two divisions of Stanley's corps 
had already reached Lynnville, a point fifteen miles north of Pulaski, to cover 
the passage of the wagons and protect the railroad. Capron's brigade of cavalry 
was at Mount Pleasant, covering the approach to Columbia from that direction; 
and in addition to the regular garrison there was at Columbia a brigade of 
Ruger'0 division, 23d army corps. I directed the two remaining brigades of 
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Ruger'fl division, then at Johnsonville, also to move, one by railroad around 
through Nashville to Columbia, the other by road via Waverly to Centerville, 
and occupy the crossings of Duck river, near Columbia, Williamsport, Gordon's 
ferry, and Ccntreville. 

Since the departure of General Sherman about seven thousand men belonging 
to his column had collected at\Dhattanooga, comprising convalescents returning 
to their commands and men returning from furlough. These men had been or- 
ganized into brigades, to be made available at such points as they might be 
needed. My command had also been re -enforced by twenty new one-year regi- 
ments, most of which, however, were absorbed in replacing old regiments whose 
terms of service had expired. 

On the 23d, in accordance with directions previously given him, General 
Granger commenced withdrawing the garrisons from Athens, Decatur, and 
Hunts ville, Alabama, and moved off toward Stevenson, sending five new regi- 
ments of that force to Murfreesboro*, and retaining at Stevenson the original troops 
of his command. This movement was rapidly made by rail, and without 
opposition on the part of the enemy. That same night General Schofield 
evacuated Pulaski and moved towards Columbia, reporting himself in position 
at that place on the 24th. The commanding officer at Johnsonville was 
directed to evacuate that post after removing all public property, and retire 
to Fort Donelson, on the Cumberland, and thence to Clarksville. During the 
24th and 2»5th the enemy skirmished with General Schofield's troops at Co- 
lumbia, but showed nothing but dismounted cavalry until the morning of the 
26th, when his infantry came up and pressed our line strongly during that day 
and the 27th, but without assaulting. As the enemy's movements showed an 
undoubted intention to cross above or below the town, General Schofield with- 
drew to the north bank of Duck river during the night of the 27th and took up 
a new position, where the command remained during the 28th, undisturbed. 
Two divisions of the 23d corps were placed in line in front of the town, holding 
all the crossings in its vicinity, while Stanley's corps, posted in reserve on tLe 
Franklin pike, was held in readiness to repel any vigorous attempt the enemy 
should make to force a crossing ; the cavalry, under command of i3revet Major 
General Wilson, held the crossings above those guarded by the infantry. About 
2 a. m. on the 29th the enemy succeeded in pressing back General Wilson's 
cavalry, and effected a crossing on the Lewisburg pike ; at a later hour part of 
his infantry crossed at Huey's mills, six miles aoove Columbia. Communica- 
tion with the cavalry having been interrupted, and the line of retreat toward 
Franklin being threatened. General Schofield made preparations to withdraw to 
Franklin ; General Stanley, with one division of infantry, was sent to Spring 
Hill, about fifteen miles north of Columbia, to cover the trains and hola the 
road open for the passage of the main force, and dispositions were made pre- 
paratory to a withdrawal, to meet any attack coming from the direction of 
Huey's mills. General Stanley reached Spring Hill just in time to drive off 
the enemy's cavalry and save the trains; but later he was attacked by the 
enemy's infantry and cavalry combined, who engaged him heavily and nearly 
succeeded in dislodging him from the position, the engagement lasting until 
dark. Although not attacked from the direction of Huey's mills, General 
Schofield was busily occupied all day at Columbia resisting the enemy's a^' 
tempts to cross Duck river, which he successfully accomplished, repulsing the 
enemy many times with heavy loss. Giving durections for the withdrawal of 
the troops as soon as covered by the darkness, at a late hour in the afternoon 
General Schofield, with Ruger's division, started to the relief of General Stan- 
ley, at Spring Hill, and when near that place he came upon the enemy's cavalrji 
but they were easily driven off. At Spring Hill the enemy was /bund bivou- 
acking within eight hundred yards of the road. Posting a brigade to hold 
the pike at this point, General Schofield, with Ruger's division, pushed on to 
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Thompson's statioD, three miles heyond, where he found the enemy's camp-fires 
Btill burning, a cavalry force having occupied the place at dark, but had disap- 
peared on tne arrival of our troops. General Ruger then quietly took possession 
of the cross-roads. 

The withdrawal of the main force from in front of Columbia was safely 
effected after dark on the 29th ; Spring Hill was passed without molestation 
about midnight, and, making a night march of t^venty-flve miles, the whole 
command got into position at Franklin at an early hour on the morning of the 
30th, the cavalry moving on the Lewisburg pike, on the right or east of the in- 
fantry. 

At Franklin General Schofield formed line of battle on the southern edge of 
the town to await the coming of the enemy, and in the meanwhile hastened the 
crossing of the trains to the north siiie of llarpeth river. 

On the evacuation of Columbia orders were sent to Major General Milroy, at 
Tnllahoma, to abandon that post and retire to Murfreesboro', joining forces with 
General Rousseau at the latter place. General Milroy was instructed, however, 
to maintain the garrison in the block-house at Elk River bridge. Nashville was 
placed in a state of defence and the fortifications manned by the garrison, re- 
enforced by a volunteer force which had been previously organized into a 
division under Bi^vet Brigadier General J. L. Donaldson, from the employes 
of the quartermasters* and commissary departments. This latter force, aided 
by railroad employes, the whole under the direction of Brigadier General 
Tower, worked assiduously to construct additional defences. Major General 
Steedman, with a command numbering 5,000, composed of detachments be- 
longing to General Sherman's column, left behind at Chattanooga, (of which 
mention has heretofore been made,) and also a brigade of colored troops, started 
from Chattanooga by rail on the 29th of November, and reached Cowan on the 
morning of the 30th, where orders were sent him to proceed direct to Nashville. 
At an early hour on the morning of the 30th the advance of Major General A. J. 
Smith's command reached Nashville by transports from St. Louis. ISiy in- 
fantry force was now nearly equal to that of the enemy, although he still out- 
numbered me very greatly in effective cavalry, but as soon as a few thousand 
of the latter arm could be mounted I should be in a condition to take the field 
offensively and dispute the possession of Tennessee with Hood's army. 

The enemy followed closely after General Schofield's rear guard in the re- 
treat to Franklin, and upon coming up with the main force formed rapidly and 
advanced to assault our works, repeating attack after attack during the entire 
afternoon, and as late as 10 p. m. his efforts to break our line were continued. 
General Schofield's position was excellently chosen, with both flanks resting 
on the river, and his men firmly held their ground against an overwhelming 
enemy, who was repulsed in every assault along the whole line. Our loss, as 
^ven by General Schofield in his report transmitted herewith, (and to which I 
regpectfiilly refer,) is 189 killed, 1,033 wounded, and 1,104 missing, making an 
f^gregate of 2,326. We captured and sent to Nashville 702 prisoners, includ- 
^i^S one general oflScer, and thirty-three stands of colors. Major General D. S. 
Stanley, commanding 4th corps, was severely wounded at Franklin whilst en- 
S^ged in rallying a portion of his command which had been temporarily over- 
P<>wered by an overwhelming attack of the enemy. At the time of the battle 
^he enemy's loss was known to be severe, and was estimated at 5,000. The 
^^act figures were only obtained, however, on the re-occupation of Franklin by 
^Jir forces, after the battles of December 15 and 16, at Brentwood Hills, near 
Nashville, and are given as follows : buried upon the field, 1,750; disabled and 
placed in hospital at Franklin, 3,800; which, with the 702 prisoners already re- 
ported, makes an aggregate loss to Hood's army of 6,252, among whom were 
6 general officers killed, 6 wounded, and 1 captured. The important results of 
this signal victory cannot be too highly appreciated, for it not only seriously 



1232 REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR. 

checked the enemy's advance and gave General Schofield time to remove Lis 
troops and all his property to Nac^hville, but it also caused deep deprecHiDii 
among the men of Hood's unny, making them douhly cautious in their 8llb^e- 
quent movements. 

Not willing to risk a renewal of the battle on the morrow, and having accom- 
plished the object of the day's operations, namely, to cover the withdrawal of 
his trains. General Schofield, by my advice and direction, fell back during the 
night to Nashville, in front of which city line of battle was formed by noon of 
the 1st December, on the heights immediately surrounding Xashville, with 
Major General A. J. Smith's command occupying the right, his right resting; 
on the Cumberland river, below the city; the 4th corps (Brigadier General 
"Wood temporarily in command) in the centre ; and General Schofield's troojw 
(23d army corps) on the left, his left extending to the Xolensville pike. The 
cavalry, under General Wilson, was directed to take post on the left of Gen- 
eral Schofield, which would make secure the interval between his left and the 
river above the city. 

General Steedman's troops reached Nashville about dark on the evening of 
the 1st of December, taking up a position about a mile in advance of the left 
centre of the main line, and on the left of the Nolensville pike. Thia position 
being regarded as too much exposed, was changed on the 3d, when, the cav- 
alry having been directed to take post on the north side of Hie river at Edge- 
field, General Steedmau occupied the space on the left of the line vacated by it? 
withdrawal. 

During the afternoon of the 2d the enemy's cavalry in small parties engaged 
our skirmishers, but it was only on the aftenioon of the 3d that his infantry 
made its appearance, when, crowding in our skirmishers, he commenced to estab- 
lish his main line, which, on the morning of the 4th, we found he had succeeded 
in doing, with his salient on the summit of Montgomery Hill, within six hun- 
dred yards of our centre, his main line occupying the high ground on the south- 
east side of Brown's creek, and extending from the Nolensville pike — his ex- 
treme right — across the Franklin and Granny AVhite pikes in a westerly direc- 
tion to the hills south and southwest of Richland creek, and down that creek to 
the Hillsboro' pike, with cavalry extending from both his flanks to the river. 
Artillery was opened on him from several points on the line, without eliciting 
any response. 

The block-house at the railroad crossing of Overall's creek, five miles north 
of Murfreesboro', was attacked by Bates's division of Cheatham's corps on the 
4th, but held out until assistance reached it from the garrison at Murfreesboro'. 
The enemy used artillery to reduce the block-house, but although seventy-four 
shots were fired at it, no material injury was done. General Milroy coming up 
with three regiments of infantry, four companies of the thirteenth Indiana cavalry, 
and a section of artillery, attacked the enemy and drove him off. During the 5th 
6th and 7th, Bates's division, re-enforced by a division from Lee's corps and 2,500 
of Forrest's cavalry, demonstrated heavily against Fortress Rosecrans, at Mur- 
freesboro', garrisoned by about 8,000 men, under command of General Ilousseau. 
The enemy showing an unwillingness to make a direct assault. General Milroy, 
with seven regiments of infantry, was sent out on the sth to engage him. He was 
found a short distance from the place on the Wilkerson pike, posted behind rail 
breastworks, was attacked and routed, our troops cnptuiing 207 prisoners and two 
guns, with a loss of 30 killed and 175 wounded. On the same day Buford's cav- 
alry entered the town of Murfreesboro', aftcrhaving shelled it vigorously, but he 
was speedily driven out by a regiment of infantry and a section of artillery. 

On retiring from before Murfreesboro' the enemy's cavalry moved northward 
to Lebanon and along the bank of the Cumberland in that vicinity, threateuing 
to cross to the north side of the river and interrupt our railroad communication 
with Louisville, at that time our only source of supplies, the enemy having block- 
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aded the river below Nashville by batteries along the shore. The navj depart- 
ment was requested to patrol the Cumberlaud above and below Nashville with 
the gunboats then in the river, to prevent the enemy from crossing, which was 
cordially and effectually complied with by Lieutenant Commanding Le Roy 
Fitch, commanding eleventh division Mississippi squadron. At the same time 
Greneral Wilson sent a cavalry force to Gallatin to guard the country in that 
vicinity. 

The position of Hood's army around Nashville remained unchanged, and, with 
the exception of occasional picket firing, nothing of importance occurred from 
the 3d to the 15th December. In the mean while I was preparing to take the 
offensive without delay ; the cavalry was being remountea under the direction 
ol General Wilson as rapidly as possible, and new transportation furnished 
where it was required. 

Daring these operations in Middle Tennessee, the enemy under Breckinridge, 
Duke, and Vaughn was operating in the eastern portion of the State against 
Generals Ammen and Gillem. On the 13th November, at midnight, Breckin- 
ridge, with a force estimated at 3,000, attacked General Gillem near Morristown, 
routing him and capturing his art.llery, besides taking several hundred prisoners ; 
the remainder of the command, about 1,000 in number, escaped to Strawberry 
PUuns, and thence to Knoxville. General Gillem's force consisted of 1,500 
men, composing three regiments of Tennessee cavalry and six guns, belong- 
ing formerly to the fourth division of cavalry, army of the Cumberland, but had 
been detached from my command at the instance of Governor Andrew Johnson, 
and were then operating independently under Brigadier General Gillem. From 
a want of co-operation between the officers directly under my control and General 
Gillem may be attributed in a great measure the cause of the latter's misfortune. 

Following up his success, Breckinridge continued moving southward through 
Strawberry Plains, to the immediate vicinity of Knoxville, but on the 18th 
withdrew as rapidly as he had advanced. General Ammen 's troops, re-enforced 
by 1,500 men from Chattanooga, re-occupied Strawberry Plains on that day. 

About this period Major General Stoneman, left at Louisville by General 
Schofield to take charge of the department of the Ohio during his absence with 
the army in the field, started for Knoxville to take general direction of affairs in 
that section, having previously ordered Brevet Major General Burbridge ta 
inarch with all his available force in Kentucky, by way of Cumberland Gap, to 
Gillem's relief. On his way through Nashville General Stoneman received in- 
Btmctions from me to concentrate as large a force as he could get in East Ten- 
nessee, move against Breckinridge, and either destroy his force or drive it into 
Virginia, and, if possible, destroy the salt-works at Saltville, and the railroad 
from the Tennessee line as far into Virginia as he could go without endangering 
his command. November 23 General Stoneman telegraphed from Knoxville 
that the main force of the enemy was at New Market, eight miles north of 
Strawberry Plains, and General Burbridge was moving on Cumberland Gap 
from the interior of Kentucky, his advance expecting to reach Barboursville that 
night On the 6th of December, having received information from East Ten- 
nessee that Breckinridge was falling back towards Virginia, General Stoneman 
was again directed to pursue him, and destroy the railroad as far across the 
State line as posi^ible, say twenty-five miles. 

Leaving him to carry out these instructions, I will return to the position at 
Nashville. 

Both armies were ice-bound for a week previous to the 14th of December, 
when the weather moderated. Being prepared to move, I called a meeting of 
the corps communders on the afternoon of that day, and having discussed the 
olan of attack until thoroughly understood, the following Special Field Order 
Mo. 342 was issued : 

" Paragraph IV. As soon as the state of the weather will admit of oflfensive 

78 w 
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operations, the troops will move against the enemy's position in the foDowing 
order : 

'* Major General A. J. Smith, commanding a detachment of the army of the 
Tennessee, after forming his troops on and near the Harding pike, in front of 
his present position, will make a vigorous assault on the enemy's left. 

"Major General Wilson, commanding the cavalry corps, military division of 
Mississippi, with three divisions, will move on and support General Smith's 
right, assisting, as far as possihle, in carrying the left; of the enemy's position, 
and he in readiness to throw his force upon the enemy the moment a favorable 
opportunity occurs. Major General Wilson will also send one division on the 
Charlotte pike to clear that road of the enemy, and observe in the direction of 
Bell's Landing, to protect our right rear nntU the enemy's position is £urlj 
turned, when it will rejoin the main force. 

" Brigadier General T. J. Wood, commanding 4th army corps, after leaving a 
strong skirmish Hue in his works from Laurens's Hill to his extreme right, will 
form the remainder of the 4th corps on the Hillsboro' pike to support General 
Smith's left, and operate on the left and rear of the enemy's advanced position 
on the Montgomery Hill. 

" Major General Schofield, commanding 23d army corps, will replace Brig^ier 
Genend Kimball's division of the 4th corps with his troops, and occupy the 
trenches from Fort Negley to Laurens's Hill with a strong skirmish line. He 
will move with the remainder of his force in front of the works and co-operate 
with General Wood, protecting the latter's left flank against an attack by the 
enemy. 

'* Major General Stedman, commanding district of the Etowah, will occnpj 
the interior line in rear of his present position, stretching from the reservoir on 
the Cumberland river to Fort Negley, with a strong skirmish line, and mass the 
remainder of his force in its present position, to act according to the exigencies 
which may arise during these operations. 

" Brigadier General Miller, with the troops forming the garrison of Nashville, 
will occupy the interior line from the battery on hill 210 to the extreme right, 
including the enclosed work on the Hyde's Ferry road. 

" The quartermaster's troops, under command of Brigadier General Donald- 
son, will, if necessary, be posted on the interior line from Fort Morton to the 
battery on hill 210. 

<*The troops occupying the interior line will be under the direction of Major 
General Steedman, who is charged with the immediate defence of Nashville 
during the operations around the city. 

** Should the weather permit, the troops will be formed to commence opera- 
tions at 6 a. m. on the 15th, or as soon thereafter as practicable." 

On the morning of the 15th of December, the weather being favorable, the 
army was formed and ready at an early hour to carry out the plan of battle pro* 
mulgated in the Special Field Order of the 14th. The formation of the troopi 
was partially concealed from the enemy by the broken nature of the ground, ai 
also by a dense fog, which only lifted towuds noon. The enemy was apparently 
totally unaware of any intention on our part to attack his position, and more espe- 
cially did he seem not to expect any movement against his left flank. To dirat 
his attention still further from our real intentions, Major General Steedman had, 
on the evening of the 14th, received orders to mal^e a heavy demonstration with 
his command against the enemy's right, east of the Nolens ville pike, which he 
Accomplished with great success and some loss, succeeding, however, in attraet- 
ing the enemy's attention to that part of his line, and inducing him to draw re- 
enforcements from toward his centre and left. As soon as General Steedman 
had completed his movement, the commands of Generals Smith and Wilson 
moved out along the Harding pike and commenced the grand movement of the 
^y by wheeling to the left and advancing against the enemy's poeition acroas 
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the Harding and Hillsboro* pikes. A division of cavalry (Johnson's) wns sent 
at the same time to look after a battery of the enemy's on the Cumberland river 
at Bell's Landing, eight miles below Nashville. General Johnson did not get 
into position nntU late in the afternoon, when, in conjunction with the gun-boats 
under Lieutenant Commander Le Roy Fitch, the enemy's battery was engaged 
antil after nightfall, and the place was found evacuated in the morning. The 
remainder of General Wilson's command. Hatch's division leading and Knipe 
in reserve, moving on the right of General A. J. Smith's troops, first struck the 
enemy along Richland creek, near Harding's house, and drove him back rapidly, 
capturing a number of prisoners, wagons, &c., and continuing to advance, whilst 
slightly swinging to the left, came upon a redoubt containing four guns, which 
was splendidly carried by assault at 1 p. m. by a portion of Hatch's divisioq, 
dismounted, and the captured guns turned upon the enemy. A second redoubt, 
stronger than the first, was next assailed and carried by the same troops that 
captiired the first position, taking four more guns and about 300 prisoners. The 
inumtry, McArthur's division of General A. J. Smith's command, on the left of 
the cavalry, participated in both of the above assaults, and indeed the dis- 
mounted cavalry seemed to vie with the infantry who should first gain the works; 
as they reached the position nearly simultaneously, both lay claim to the artil- 
lery and prisoners captured. 

Finding General Smith had not taken as much distance to the right as I ex- 
pected be would have done, I directed General Schofield to move his command 
(the 23d corps) from the position in reserve to which it had been assigned, over 
to the right of General Smith, enabling the cavalry thereby to operate more 
freely in the enemy's rear. This was rapidly accomplished by General Scho- 
field, and his troops participated in the closing operations of the day. 

The 4th corns. Brigadier General T. J. Wood commanding, formed on the 
left of General A. J. Smith's command, and as soon as the latter had struck 
the enemy's flank, assaulted the Montgomery Hill, Hood's most advanced posi- 
tion, at 1 p. m., which was most gallantly executed by the third brigade, second 
division. Colonel P. Sidney Post, 59th Illinois, commanding, capturing a con- 
dderable number of prisoners. Connecting with the left of Smith's troops^ 
(Brigadier Greneral Garrard's division,) the 4th corps continued to advance, 
and carried the enemy's entire line in its front by assault and captured several 
pieces of artillery, about 500 prisoners, some stands of colors, and other ma- 
terial. The enemy was driven out of his original line of works and forced 
back to a new position along the base of Harpeth Hills, still holding his line 
of retreat to Franklin by the main pike through Brentwood and by the Granny 
White pike. Our line at nightfall was readjusted, running parallel to and east 
of the HiUsboro' nike— Schofield's command on the right. Smith's in the centre, 
aod Wood's on the left, with the cavalry on the right of Schofield ; Steedman 
holding the position he had gained early in the morning. 

The total result of the day's operations was the capture of sixteen pieces of 
artilienr and 1,200 prisoners, besides several hundred stands of small-arms and 
about tor^ wagons. The enemy had been forced back at all points with heavy 
loss, and our casualties were unusually light. The behavior of the troops was 
unsurpassed for steadiness and alacrity in every movement, and the original 
plan of battle, with but few alterations, strictly adhered to. 

The whole command bivouacked in line of battle during the night on the 
ground occupied at dark, whilst preparations were made to renew the battle at 
an early hour on the morrow. 

At 6 a. m. on the 16th Wood's corps pressed back the enemy's skirmishers 
across the Franklin pike to the eastward of it, and then swindng slightly to 
the right, advanced due south from Nashville, driving the enemy before him until 
he came upon his new main line of works, constructed during the night, on 
what is called Overton's HUl, about five miles south of the city and east of the 
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Franklin pike. General Steedman moved out from Nashville hj the Nolens- 
ville pike, and formed his command on the left of General Wood, effectoallj 
Becuring the latter's left flank, and made preparations to co-operate in the 
operations of the daj. General A. J. Smith's command moved on the right of 
the 4th corps, (Wood's,) and estahlishing connexion with General Wood's 
right, completed the new line of hattle. General Schofield's troops remained 
in the position taken up hj them at dark on the day previous, facing eastward 
and toward the enemy's left flank, the line of the corps running perpendicakr 
to General Smith's troops. General Wilson's cavalry, which had rested for 
the night at the six-mile post on the Hillshoro' pike, was dismounted and formed 
on the right of Schofield's command, and hy noon of the 16th had succeeded 
in gaining the enemy's rear, and stretched across the Granny White pike, one 
o his two outlets towards Franklin. 

As soon as the ahove dispositions were completed, and having visited the 
different commands, I gave directions that the movement against the enemfi 
left flank should be continued. Our entire line approached to within six han- 
dred yards of the enemy's at all points. His centre was weak as compared 
with either his right, at Overton's Hill, or his left, on the hills bordering the 
Granny White pike ; still I had hopes of gaining his rear and cutting off his 
retreat from Franklin. 

About 3 p. m. Post's brigade of Wood's corps, supported by Streight's 
brigade of the same command, was ordered by General Wood to assault Over- 
ton's Hill. This intention was communicated to General Steedman, who 
ordered the brigade of colored troops commanded by Colonel Morgan (14th 
United States colored troops) to co-operate in the movement. The ground on 
which the two assaulting columns formed being open and exposed to the 
enemy's view, he, readily perceiving our intention, drew re-enforcements from 
his left and centre to the threatened point This movement of troops on the 
part of the enemy was communicated along the line from left to right. 

The assault was made, and received by the enemy with a tremendous fire of 
grape, canister, and musketry, our men moving steadily onward up the hill until 
near the crest, when the reserves of the enemy rose and poured into the assault- 
ing column a most destructive fire, causing the men first to waver and then to 
fall back, leaving their dead and wounded — black and white indiscriminatdj 
mingled — lying amid the abatis, the gallant Colonel Post among the wounded. 
General Wood readily reformed his command in the position it had previouslj 
occupied, preparatory to a renewal of the assault. 

Immediately following the effort of the 4th corps. Generals Smith and 
Schofield's commands moved against the enemy's works in their respective 
fronts, carrying all before them, irreparably breaking his lines in a dozen 
places, and capturing all of his artillery and thousands of prisoners, among 
the latter four general ofiScers. Our loss was remarkably small, scarcely men- 
tionable. All of the enemy that did escape were pursued over the tops of 
Brentwood or Harpeth Hills. 

General Wilson's cavalry, dismounted, attacked the enemy simultaneonslj 
with Schofield and Smith, striking him in reverse, and, gaining firm possession 
of the Granny White pike, cut off his retreat by that route. 

Wood's and Steedman's troops hearing the shouts of victory coming from 
the right, rushed impetuously forward, renewing the assault on Overton's Hilli 
and although meeting a very heavy fire, the onset was irresistible, artillery and 
innumerable prisoners falling into our hands. The enemy, hopelessly broken, 
fled in confusion through the Brentwood Pass, the 4th corps in a dose pursuit, 
which was continued for several miles, when darkness closed the scene and the 
troops rested from their labors. 

As the 4th corps pursued the enemy on the Franklin pike. General Wil* 
son hastily mounted Knipe's and Hatch's divisiona of his command^ and di- 
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rected them to pursue aloog the Granny White pike and endeavor to reach 
Franklin in advance of the enemy. After proceeding about a mile they came 
apon the enemy's cavalry, under Chalmers, posted across the road and behind 
barricades. The position was charged by the 12th Tennessee cavalry, Colonel 
Bpalding commanding, and the enemy's lines broken, scattering him in all 
directions, and capturing quite a number of prisoners, among them Brigadier 
General E. W. Rucker. 

Daring the two days' operations there were 4,462 prisoners captured, inclu- 
ding 287 officers of all grades from that of major general, 53 pieces of artillery, 
and thousands of small-arms. The enemy abandoned on the field all of his 
dead and wounded. 

Leaving directions for the collection of the captured property, and for the 
care of the wounded left on the battle-field, the pursuit was continued at day- 
light on the 17th. The 4th corps pushed on towards Franklin by the direct 
pike, whilst the cavalry moved by die Granny White pike to its intersection 
with the Franklin pike, and then took the advance. 

Johnson's division of cavalry was sent by General Wilson direct to Harpeth 
river, on the Hillsboro' pike, with directions to cross and move rapidly towards 
Franklin. The main cavalry column, with Knipe's division in advance, came 
up with the enemy's rear guard strongly posted at Hollow Tree Gap, four 
miles north of Franklin ; the position was charged in front and in flank simul- 
taneously, and handsomely carried, capturing 413 prisoners and 3 colors. 
The enemy then fell back rapidly to Franklin, and endeavored to defend the 
crossing of Harpeth river at that place ; but Johnson's division coming up 
from below on the south side of the stream, forced him to retire from the river 
bank, and our cavalry took possession of the town, capturing the enemy's hos- 
pitals, containing over 2,000 wounded, of whom about 200 were our own men. 

The pursuit was immediately continued, by Wilson, towards Columbia, the 
enemy's rear guard slowly retiring before him to a aistance of about five miles 
eouth of Franklin, where the enemy made a stand in some open fields just 
north of West Harpeth river, and seemed to await our coming. Deploying 
Koipe's division as skirmishers, with Hatch's in close support. General Wilson 
ordered his body guard, the 4th United States cavalry, Lieutenant Hedges 
commanding, to charge the enemy. Forming on the pike in column of fours, 
the gallant little command charged, with sabres drawn, breaking the enemy's 
centre, whilst Knipe's and Hatch's men pressed back his flanks, scattering the 
whole command, and causing them to abandon their artillery. Darkness 
coming on during the engagement enabled a great many to escape, and put an 
end to the day's operations. 

The 4th corps, under General Wood, followed immediately in rear of the 
cavalry as far as Harpeth river, where it found the bridges destroyed and too 
mnch water on the fords for infantry to cross. A trestle bridge was hastily 
constructed from such materials as lay at hand, but could not be made available 
before nightfall. General Steed man's command moved in rear of General 
Wood, and camped near him on the banks of the Harpeth. Generals Smith 
and Schofield marched with their corps along the Granny White pike, and 
camped for the night at its intersection with the Franklin pike. The trains 
moved with their respective commands, carrying ten days' supplies and one 
hundred rounds of ammunition. 

On the 18th the pursuit of the enemy was continued by General Wilson, 
who pushed on as far as Rutherford's creek, three miles from Columbia. 
Wood's corps crossed to the south side of Harpeth river and closed up with 
the cavalry. The enemy did not offer to make a stand during the day. On 
arriving at Rutherford's creek the stream was found to be impassable on ac- 
count of high water, and running a perfect torrent. A pontoon bridge, hastily 
conBtmcted at Nashville during the presence of the army at that place, was on 
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its way to the front, but the bad condition of the roads, together with the in- 
completeness of the train itself, had retarded its arrival. I would here remark 
that the splendid pontoon train properly belonging to my command, with its 
trained corps of pontoniers, was aosent with General Sherman. 

During the 19th several unsaccessful efforts were made by the advanced 
troops to cross Rutherford's creek, although General Hatch succeeded in 
lodging a few skirmishers on the south bank. The heavj rains of the pre- 
ceding few days had inundated the whole country and rendered the roads 
almost impassable. Smith's and Schofield's commands crossed to the south 
side of Harpeth river. General Smith advancing to Spring Hill, whilst General 
Schofleld encamped at Franklin. On the morning of the 20th Genera) Hatch 
constructed a floating bridge from the debris of the old railroad bridge over 
Rutherford's creek, and crossing his entire division pushed out for Columbia, 
but found, on reaching Duck river, the enemy had succeeded the night before 
in getting everything across, and had already removed his pontoon bridge; 
Duck river was very much swollen and impassable without a bridge. During 
the day General Wood improvised a foot bridge over Rutherford's creek, at the 
old road bridge, and by nightfall had succeeded in crossing his infantry entire, 
and one or two of his batteries, and moved forward to Duck river. 

The pontoon train coming up to Rutherford's creek about noon of the 2l8t, 
a bridge was laid during the afternoon and General Smith's troops were 
enablea to cross. The weather had changed from dismal rain to bitter cold, very 
materially retarding the work in laying the bridge, as the regiment of colored 
troops to whom that duty was intrusted seemed to become unmanned by the cold 
and totally unequal to the occasion. On the completion of the bridge at Ruth- 
erford's creek, sufficient material for a bridge over Duck river waa hastily 
pushed forward to that point, and the bridge constructed in time nnongh to 
enable Wood to cross late jn the afternoon of the 22d and get into position on 
the Pulaski road, about two miles south of Columbia. The water in the river 
fell rapidly during the construction of the bridge, necessitating freouent altera- 
tions and causing much delay. The enemy, in his hasty retreat, bad thrown 
into the stream several fine pieces of artillery, which were rapidly becoming 
uncovered, and were subsequently removed. 

Notwithstanding the many delays to which the command had been subjected, 
I determined to continue the pursuit of Hood's shattered forces, and for this 
purpose decided to use General Wilson's cavalry and General Wood's corps of 
infantry, directing the infantry to move on the pike whilst the cavalry marched 
on its either flank across the fields ; the remainder of the command. Smith's and 
Schofield's corps, to move along more leisurely, and to be used as the occasion 
demanded. 

Forrest and his cavalry, and such other detachments as had been sent off 
from his main army whilst besieging Nashville, had| rejoined Hood at Columbia. 
He had formed a powerful rear guard, made up of detachments from all bis 
organized force, numbering about 4,000 infantry, under General Walthall, and 
all his available cavalry, under Forrest. With the exception of bis rear guard, 
his army had become a disheartened and disorganized ranble of half-armed and 
barefooted men, who sought every opportunity to fall out by the wayside and 
desert their cause to put an end to their sufferings. The rear guard, however, 
was undaunted and firm, and did its work bravely to the last. 

During the 23d General Wilson was occupiea crossing his command over 
Duck river, but took the advance on the 24th, supported by General Wood, 
and came up with the enemy just south of Lynnville, and also at Bufbrd's Sta- 
tion, at both of which places the enemy made a short stand, but was speedily 
dislodged, with a loss in killed, wounded, and prisoners. Our advance was so 
rapid as to prevent the destruction of the bridges over Richland creek Christmas 
morning, the 25th, the enemy, with our cavalry at his heels, evacuated Pulaskit 
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and was porsaed towards Lamb's feny, over an almost impracticable road and 
through a coantir devoid of sustenance for man or beast. Daring the after- 
noon Harrison's brigade found the enemy stronel j intrenched at the head of a 
heavilj-wooded and deep ravine, through which ran the road, and into which 
Colonel Harrison drove the enemj^s skirmishers, and then waited for the re-, 
mainder of the cavalry to close up before attacking ; but before this could be 
accomplished the enemy, with something of his former boldness, sallied from 
bis breastworks and drove back Harrison's skirmishers, capturing and carrying 
off one gun belonging to battery I, 4th United States artillery, which was not 
recovered by us, notwithstanding the ground lost was almosjt immediately 
regained. By nightfall the enemy was driven from his position, with a loss of 
about fifty prisoners. The cavalry had moved so rapidly as to out-distance its 
tndne, and both men and animals were suffering greatly in consequence, although 
they continued uncomplainingly to pursue the enemy. General Wood's corps 
kept well closed up on the cavalry, camping on the night of December 25 six 
miles out from Pulaski, on the Lamb's Ferry road, and pursuing the same route 
SB the cavalry, reached Lcxin^on, Alabama, thirty miles from Pulaski, on the 
28th, on which date, having definitely ascertained that the enemy had made 
good his escape across the Tennessee at Bainbridge, I directed further pursuit 
to cease. At Pulaski the enemy's hospital, containing about 200 patients^ fell 
into oor hands, and four guns were found in Richland creek. About a mile 
aoiith of the town he destroyed twenty wagons loaded with ammunition, belong- 
ing to Cheatham's corps, taking the animals belonging to the train to help pull 
his pontoons. The road from Pulaski to Bainbridge, and indeed back to Nash- 
ville, was strewn with abandoned wagons, limbers, small-arms, blankets, &c.» 
ahowing most conclusively the disorder of the enemy's retreat. 

Daring the foregoing operations with the advance. Smith's and Schofield's 
troops were in motion towards the front. General Smith's command reaching 
Pulaski on the 27tb, whilst General Schofield was directed to remain at Colum- 
bia for the time being. 

On our arrival at Franklin, on the 18th, I gave directions to Gdneral Steed- 
man to) move with his command across the country from that point to Murfrees- 
boro% on the Chattanooga railroad, from whence he was to proceed by rail to 
Decatur, Alabama, via Stevenson, being joined at Stevenson by Brigadier Gene- 
ral R. S. Granger and the troops composing the garrisons of Huntsville, Athens, 
and Decatur. Taking general direction of the whole force, his instructions 
were to reoceapy the points in northern Alabama evacuated at the period of 
Hood's advance, then cross the Tennessee with the balance of his force and 
threaten the enemy's railroad communications west of Florence. 

General Steedman reoccupied Decatur on the 27th, and proceeded to carry 
oat tke second portion of his instructions ; finding, however, that the enemy 
had already made good his escape to the south side of the Tennessee, and any 
movement on his railroad would be useless. 

On announcing the result of the battles to Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee, com- 
manding Mississippi squadron, I requested him to send as much of his force 
as he eould spare around to Florence, on the Tennessee river, and endeavor to 

Sreveat Hooa's army from crossing at that point ; which request was roost cor- 
ially and promptly complied with. He arrived at Chickasaw, Mississippi, on 
the 24th, destroyed there a rebel battery, and captured two guns with caissons 
at Florence Landing. He also announced the arrival at the latter place of sev- 
eral transports with provisions. 

Immediately upon learning of the presence at Chickasaw, Mississippi, of the 
gunboats and transports with provisions, I directed General Smith to march 
overland from Pulaski to Clifton, via Lawrenceburg and Waynesboro', and take 
post at Eastport, Mississippi. General Smith started for his destination on the 
29th of December. 

On the 30th of December I announced to the army the successful completion 
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of the campaif^, and gave directions for the disposition of the comnumd, as 
follows : Smith's corps to take post at Eastport, Mississippi ; Wood's corps to 
he concentrated at Hantsville and Athens, Alabama ; Schofield's corps to pro- 
ceed to Dalton, Georgia; and Wilson's cavalry, after sending one division to 
Ea8tf)ort, Mississippi, to concentrate balance at or near Huntsville. On 
reaching the several positions assignc d to them, the different commands were to 
go into winter quarters and recuperate for the spring campaign. 

The above not meeting the views of the general-in-chicf, and being notified 
by Majoif General Ualleck, chief of staff, United States army, that it was not 
intended for the army in Tennessee to go into winter quarters, orders were 
issued, on the Slst of December, for (Generals Schofield, Smith, and Wilson to 
concentrate their commands at Eastport, Mississippi, and that of General Wood 
at Huntsville, Alabama, preparatory to a renewal of the campaign against the 
enemy in Mississippi and Alabama. 

During the active operations of the main army in Middle Tennessee, Gren- 
eral Stoneman's forces in the northeastern portion of the State were also 
very actively engaged in operating against Breckinridge, Duke and Vaughn. 
Having quietly concentrated the commands of Gknerals Burbridge and Gillera at 
Bean's Station, on the 12th of December General Stoneman started for Bristol, 
his advance under General Gillem striking the enemy under Dnke at Kings- 
port, on the north fork of the Holston river, killing, capturing or dispersing the 
whole command. General Stoneman then sent General Burbridge to Bristol, 
where he came upon the enemy under Vaughn, and skirmished with him nntfl 
the remainder of the troops — uillem's column-— came up, when Burbridge was 
pushed on to Abingdon with instructions to send a force to cut the railroad at 
some point between Saltville and Wytheville, in order to prevent re-enforee- 
ments coming from Lynchburg to the salt works. Gillem also reached Abing- 
don on the 15th, the enemy under Vaughn following on a road running paialle] 
to the one used by our forces. Having decided merely to make a demonstra- 
tion agninnt the salt works, and to push on with the main force after Vaughn, 
General Gillem struck the enemy at Marion early on the 16th, and af^er com- 
pletely routing him, pursued him to Wytheville, Virginia, capturing all his ar- 
tillery and trains, ana 198 prisoners. Wytheville, with its stores and supplies, 
was destroyed, as also the extensive lead works near the town, and the raiiToad 
bridges over Reedy creek. General Stoneman then turned his attention to- 
wards Saltville, with its important salt works. The garrison of that place, re- 
enforced by Giltner's, Crosby's and Witcher's commands, and the remnants of 
Duke's, all under command of Breckinridge in person, followed our troops as 
they moved on Wytheville, and on returning General Stoneman met them at 
Marion, where he made preparations to give Breckinridge battle, and disposed 
his command so as to effectually assault the enemy in the morning, but Breck- 
inridge retreated during the night, and was pursued a short distance into North 
Carolina, our troops capturing some of his wagons and caissons. 

General Stoneman then moved on Saltville with his entire command, captur- 
ing at that place eight pieces of artillery and a large amount of ammunition of 
all kinds, two locomotives, and quite a number of horses and mules. The ex- 
tensive salt works were destroyed by breaking the kettles, filling the wells with 
rubbish, and burning the buildings. His work accomplished. General Stone- 
man returned to Knoxville, accompanied by General Gillem's command, G^- 
eral Burbridge's proceeding to Kentucky by way of Cumberland Gap. The 
country marched over was laid waste to prevent its being used again by the 
enemy — all mills, factories, bridges, &c., being destroyed. The command had 
everything to contend with as far as the weather and roads were concerned, yet 
the troops bore up cheerfully throughout, and made each twenty-four hoars an 
average march of forty- two and a half miles. 

The pursuit of Hood's retreating army was discontinued by nay main fcnrces on 
the 29th December on reaching the Tennessee river ; howevec, a force of cavaliy 
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numbering 600 men, made up from detachments of the 15th Penn8ylvania» 
2d Michigan, 10th, 12th and 13th Indiana regiments, under command of Col- 
onel W. J. Palmer, 15th Pennsylvania, operating with Stcedman's column, 
started from Decatur, Alahama, in the direction of Hood's line of retreat in Mis- 
sissippi. The enemy's cavalry, under Roddy, was met at Leighton,with whom 
Colonel Palmer skirmished and pressed hack in small squads towaids the moun- 
tains. Here it was ascertained that Hood's trains passed through Leighton on 
the 28th December, and moved off toward Columbus, Mississippi. Avoiding 
the enemy's cavalry. Colonel Palmer left Leighton on the 31st December, moved 
rapidly via La Grange and Russellville, and by the Cotton-gin road, and over- 
took the enemy's pontoon train, consisting of 200 wagons and 78 pontoon boats, 
whent^i miles out from Russellville. This he destroyed. Having learned of 
a laigc supply train on its way to Tuscaloosa, Colonel Palmer started on the 
Ist of January towards Aberdeen, Mississippi, with a view of cutting it off, and 
succeeded in surprising it about 10 p. m. on the same evening, just over the 
line in Mississippi. The train consisted of 110 wagons and 500 mules, the for- 
mer of which were burned, and the latter sabred or shot. Returning via Toll- 
gate, Alabama, and on the old military and Hacksburg roads, the enemy, under 
JEtoddy, Biffles and Russel, was met near Russellville and along Bear creek, 
whilst another force under Armstrong was reported to be in pursuit of our forces. 
Evading the force in his front by moving off to the right, under cover of the 
darkness. Colonel Palmer pushed for Moulton, coming upon Russel when with- 
in twelve miles of Moulton and near Thorn Hill, attacked him unexpectedly, 
Qtteriy routing him, and capturing some prisoners, besides burning five wagons. 
The command then proceeded to Decatur without molestation, and reached that 

Elace on the 6th of January, after a march of two hundred and fifty miles. One 
andred and fifty prisoners were captured, and nearly 1,000 stand of arms de- 
stroyed. Colonel Palmer's loss was one killed and two wounded. 

General Hood, while investing Nashville, had sent into Kentucky a force of 
eavalry numbering about 800 men, and two guns, under the command of Brig- 
adier Greneral Lyon, with instructions to operate against our railroad communi- 
cations with Louisville. McCook's division of cavalry was detached on the 
14th December and sent to Bowling Green and Franklin to protect the road. 
After capturing Hopkinsville, Lyon was met by Lagrange's brigade near Green- 
burg, and after a shaip fight was thrown into confusion, losing one gun, some 
prisoners and wagons ; the enemy succeeding, however, by making a wide de- 
tour tfia Elizabethtown and Glasgow, in reaching the Cumberland river, and 
crossing at Burkville, from where General Lyon proceeded, via McMinnville 
and Winchester, Tennessee, to Larkinsville, Alabama, on the Memphis and 
Charleston railroad, and attacked the little garrison at Scott sboro' on the 10th of 
January. Lyon was here again repulsed and his command scattered, our troops 
pursuing him towards the Tennessee river, which, however, he, with about 200 
of hb men and his remaining piece of artillery, succeeding in crossing. The 
rest of his command scattered in squads among the mountains. Colonel W. J. 
Palmer, commanding 15th Pennsylvania cavalry, with 150 men, crossed the 
river at Paint Rock and pursued Lyon to near Red Hill, on the road from 
Warreritown to Tuscaloosa, at which place he surprised his camp during the 
night of the 14th January, capturing Lyon himself, his one piece of artillery, 
and about 100 of his men with their horses. Lyon being in bed at the time of 
his capture, asked his guard to permit him to dress himself, which was acceded 
to, when, watching his opportunity, Lyon seized a pistol, shot the sentinel dead 
upon the spot, and escaped in the darkness. This was the only casualty during 
the expedition. 

To Colonel Palmer and his command is accorded the credit of giving Hood's 
army the last blow of the campaign, at a distance of over two hundred miles 
from where we first struck the enemy on the 1 5th December, near Nashville. 

To all of my sub-commanders, (Major Generals Schofield, Stanley, Rousseau, 



1242 BEPOBT OF THE SECBETABT OF WAB. 

Steedman. Smith, and Wilson, and Brigadier General T. J. Wood.) their officer) 
and men, I give eipreeeion of mj th&nks and gratitude for their generons eelf- 
eacrifice and manly endurance under the most trying circnmstancefl and in nil 
instances. Too much pruse cannot he accorded to an army which, haslilj 
made up Trom the fragmenta of three eeparate commands, can anccesafbllj con- 
tend against a force numericollj' greater th«n itself and of more thoronehly solil 
Oiganization, inflicting on it a most crushing defeat — almost an annihilation. 

Receiving instructions unexpectedly from General Sherroan in Septemher to 
repair to Tennesfiee and assume general control of the defences of onr line of 
communicatioiT in the rear of the anny of the Mississippi, and not antiupatingi 
separation from my immediate command, the greater number of my staff offieen 
vers kft behind at Atlanta, and did not hare an opportunity to join me, after 
General Sherman determined on making his march through Qeorgia, before tbt 
com mnni cations were cut. I had with me Brigadier General W. D. Whipple, mj 
chief of staff; Surgeon G. E. Cooper, medical director; Captaine Henry Stone, 
Henry K. Cist, and Robert H. Ramsey, assistant adjutants general ; Captain 
Henry Beman, acting chief commissary ; Captains John P. Willard and 8. C. 
Kellogg, aides-de-camp; and Lieutenant M. Kelly, chief of couriers j allofwlnn 
rendered important service during the battles of the 15th and 16th and daring 
the pursuit. I cordially commend their services to favorable consideration. 

There were captured from the enemy during the various actions of which the 
foregoing report treats, 13,189 prisoners of war, including 7 general officers and 
nearly 1,000 other officers of all grades, 72 piu-ces of serviceable artillery, and 
— battle-flags. During the same period over 2,000 deseiters from the enemy 
were received, to whom the oath was administered. Onr own losses will not 
exceed 10,000 in killed, wounded, and missing. 

I have the honor to transmit herewith a consolidated retnm of casoaltiw, 
the report of Colonel J. 6. Parkhnrst, provost marshal general, and that of 
Captain A. Uordecai, chief of ordnance. That of Sniveon O- 8. Cooperi medi- 
cal director, will be forwarded as soon as be is enabled to complete it. 
Very n.8pectfolly, your obedient servant, 

GEORGE H. THOMAS, 
Major General V. S. A., Comvtandmg. 

Col. R. M. Sawysb, Au't Adft General, Mil. Die. Mitnuippi. 



Officb Provost Marshal Gbnbrau 

Dbfartmbnt of thb Cumbbbland, 

NathvilU, Tennetttt, February 4, 186J. 

Report of pritonert of tear captured from Stpttmber 7, 1864, to Januarj, 
20, 1865. 
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Oraua total, 11,857. 
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Report of rtbd deserters received at Nashville^ Tennessee, J7 am September 7, 

1S64, tip to 20tA January, 1865. 
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Grand total, 1,314. 

Prisoners of war exchanged during the month of September, 1864. 

GommiBsioned officers 

Non-commissioned officers * 

Privates 



128 
225 
979 



Total 1,332 



(Equivalent to 2,045 privates.) 

Aggregate of prisoners of war captured from September 7, 1864, to Januarj 
20, 1805, (inclusive,) 13,189. 



Report of rebel deserters received outside of Nashville office^ 

1864 to January 20, 1865. 
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Grand total, 893. 

•^ggi^g^^ o^ rebel deserters to whom the oath has been administered from 
September 7, 1864, to January 20, 1865, 2,207. 
fiespectfullj submitted : 

J. G. PARKHURST, 

Colonel and P. Af. G. 



Office Chirf of Ordnance, Department Cumberland, 

Nashville, Tennessee, February 5, 1865. 

General : In compliance with your instructions of the 20th ultimo, I have 
the honor to submit the following report of ordnance material captured from the 



1244 REPORT OP THE SECRETARY OP WAR. 

enemy by the army under your command, between the Ist October, 1864, and 
the 20th January, 1865, all of which material has been received by the Ord- 
nance department : 

42 light 12-pounder guns, rebel model. 

7 light 12-pounder guns United States model. 

7 light 12-pounder howitzers, United States model. 

3 3-inch rifles, rebel model. 

2 10-pounder Parrotts, 2.9-inch, United States noodel. 

1 3inch wrought-iron rifle, United States model. 

2 6-pounder smooth-bore guns. United States model. 
59 field carriages and limbers, complete. 

2 field carriages and limbers without wheels. 
2 field carriages, no limbers. 
16 field caissons and limbers. 

4 field caissons, no limbers. 

3, 079 infantry small-arms of different models, no bayoneta. 

262 bayonets, of different models. 
1, 208 cartridge-boxes, infantry. 

238 cartridge-box plates. 

234 cartridge-box belts. 

141 cartridge-box belt-plates. 

178 waist belts. 

181 waist-belt plates. 

166 bayonet scabbards. 

364 cap pouches. 

231 gun slings. 

Of the above : 
2 12-pounder guns, carriages and limbers, were captured by Major Greneral 
Millroy at Murfreesboro', Tennessee, December, 1864. 

1 12-pounder howitzer, carnage, and limber, was captured by Colonel Palmer 
from the command of the rebel General Lyon, near Huntsville, Alabama. 

2 6-pounder smooth-bore guns, carriages, and limbers, were captured by 
Major General Steedman, near Decatur, Alabama. 

3 12-pounder guns, carriages, and limbers; 1 10-pounder Parrott rifle and 
carriage ; 1 3-inch wrought-iron rifle and carriage, United States, were captured 
at Columbia, Tennessee. 

All the remaining artillery and carriages, and all the small-arms and accou- 
trements, were captured before Nashville, on the 15th and 16th December, 1864. 

The larger number of ammunition chests captured were filled with ammuni- 
tion in good condition, and six wagons, loaded with similar ammunition, were 
captured before this place. 

1 am informed that there arc, in addition to what are reported above, four 
guns and carriages now at Pulaski, Tennessee, and three or four guns in the 
Duck river, at Columbia, Tennessee, all captured from the enemy or abandoned 
by him in his retreat to the Tennessee river. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. MORDECAI, 

Captain Ordnance, Chief of Ordnance Dep*i Cumberland. 
Major General G. H. Thomas, U. o. A., 

Cofnmanding Department of the Cumberland, Eastport, Mia, 

Official copy: E. D. TOWNSEND, 

Assistant Adjutant General 
Adjutant General's Office, November 18, 1865. 
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Headquarters Department op the Cumberland, 

Nashville t June 1, 1865. 

General : I have the honor to report the operations of my command from 
the date of the last report made hj me, January 20, as follows : 

General A. J. Smith's corps, at that period, was with me at Eastport, Mis- 
sissippi ; four divisions of General Wilson's cavalry were encamped on the 
opposite or north hank of the Tennessee river, at Waterloo and Gravelly Springs, 
Alabama, and the 4th corps, Major General Stanley commanding, was stationed 
at Huntsville, Alabama. This, with the ordinary garrisons of the country, com- 
posed my command. 

The general-iu-chief of the army having given up the intention of my con- 
tinnine the campaign against the enemy in Mississippi and Alabama, I received 
an order by telegraph from Major General Halleck, chief of staff, to send 
Gkneral A. J. Smith's command and five thousand of General Wilson's 
cavalry by river, to report to Major General Canby, at New Orleans, for the 
pnipose of taking part in an expedition at that time preparing to operate against 
Mobile. Smith's corps started from Eastport on the 6th of February, and 
Knipe's division of cavalry left Nashville on the 12th. 

Aoout the period of the departure of Smith's corps information was received, 
through various sources, to the effect that part of the shattered remnants of 
Hood's army, viz : Cheatham's and Lee's corps, were on their way from Missis- 
sippi to South Carolina, moving via Selma and Montgomery, Alabama, to re-en- 
force that portion of the enemy's army operating against Gimeral Sherman. 
There remained in central Mississippi, under General Taylor, but one corps of 
the enemy's infantry, and about seven thousand of Forrest's cavalry, the head- 
quarters of the command being at Meridian, Mississippi. 

On the 6th of February a communication was received from Lieutenant 
General Grant, directing an expedition, commanded by General Stoneman, to 
be sent from East Tennessee to penetrate North Carolina, and well down to- 
wards Columbia, South Carolina, to destroy the enemy's railroads and military 
resources in that section, and visit a portion of the State beyond the control or 
reach of G^eral Sherman's column. As the movement was to be merely for 
the purpose of destruction, directions were given General Stoneman to evade 
any heavy engagements with the enemy's forces. 

Again, on the 13th of February, General Grant telegraphed me to prepare a 
cavalry expedition, about ten thousand strong, to penetrate northern Alabama, 
acting as a co-operative force to the movement on Mobile by General Canby. 
Before leaving Eastport, Mississippi, I had directed General Wilson to get his 
command in readiness for just such a campaign, of which the above was simply 
an outline — my instructions being for him to move on Tuscaloosa, Selma, and 
Montgomery, Alabama, and to capture those places if possible. After accom- 
plishing which, he was to operate against any of the enemy's forces in the 
direction of Mississippi, Mobile, or Macon, as circumstances might demand. 
The bad state of the roads, combined with the condition of the horses of his 
command after completing the severe campaign in pursuit of Hood, prevented 
any movement for the time being, and it was only on the 22d of March that 
General Wilson, with Upton's, Long's, and McCook's divisions, could leave 
Chickasaw, Alabama. Hatch's division remained at Eastport, Mississippi, and 
R. W. Johnson's at Pulaski, Tennessee, it not being possible to mount them 
fuUy, to hold the country and prevent guerilla depredations. 

When General Sherman was organizing his army for its march to the Atlantic 
seaboard, in November, he issued an order directing me to assume control of all 
the forces of the military division of the Mississippi not present with him and 
the main army in Georgia. Based on that order, all the operations of the troops 
within the limits af the above-mentioned military division have, during the 
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interval, been made under my immediate direction, and I have been beld re- 
sponsible for their faithful execution. 

On the 30th of March General Wilson's cavalry reached Elyton, after an 
extremely difficult, toilsome, and exhausting march, on account of bad roads, 
swollen streams, and the rough nature of the country, which had also been 
almost entirely stripped of all subsistence for man or beast. At Elyton Grox- 
ton's brigade, of McCook's division, was detached and sent to capture and 
destroy Tuscaloosa, and then march to rejoin the main body near Selma. 

With the remainder of his command. General Wilson pushed rapidly forward 
to Montevallo, where he deatroyed five extensive iron works, and other valuable 
property. On the outskirts of the town the enemy's cavalry was found in 
force, attacked, routed, and pursued through Plantersville, leaving in our pos- 
session three pieces of artillery and several hundred prisoners. At 3 p. m., oo 
the 2d of April, General Wilson reached the immediate vicinity of Selma, and 
rapidly formed Upton's and Long's divisions to attack the defences of the 
town- — Long attacking on the Summerfield road, and Upton across a swamp 
deemed impassable by the enemy. Dismounting two regiments from each of 
the brigades of Colonels Miller and Mintz, General Long and those two officers 
gallantly leading their men in person, charged across an open field, five hundred 
yards wide, over a stockade, which they tore up as they passed, through the 
ditch and over the enemy's parapets, sweeping everything before them. Onr 
loss was forty -six killed and two hundred wounded ; Colonel Dobbs, 4th Ohio, 
among the former, and General Long and Colonels Miller and McCormick among 
the latter. General Upton met with less resistance than Long-— entered the 
enemy's works and the town, capturing many prisoners. In the darkness and 
confusion following the assault Generals Forrest, Buford, Adams, Armstrong, 
and others, made their escape. Lieutenant General Dick Taylor had left earli^ 
in the afternoon. As the fruits of the victory, however, there remained 26 guns 
and 2,700 prisoners, besides large amounts of ordnance and other property of 
great value. Twenty-five thousand bales of cotton had already been destroyed 
by the enemy. 

General Wilson remained at Selma from the 2d to the 10th of April, resting 
his command and completing the destruction of the immense workshops, ar- 
senals, and foundries, and waiting for Croxton to rejoin from his expedition to 
Tuscaloosa, it having been ascertained, through the enemy, that he captured 
Tuscaloosa and was moving to Selma via £utaw. On the lOlh General Wilson 
crossed the Alabama river and moved towards Montgomery, receiving the sa^ 
render of that town, without a contest, on the 12th. The enemy burned eighty- 
five thousand bales of cotton before evacuating. At Montgomery five steam- 
boats, several locomotives, one armory, and several foundries were destroyed. 

On the 1 4th operations were resumed by Upton's division moving through 
Mt. Meigs and Tuskegee towards Columbus, Georgia, and Colonel La Grange, 
with three regiments of his brigade, of McCook's division, marching along Uie 
railroad to West Point via Opelika. 

On the 16th General Upton, with about four hundred dismounted men, as- 
saulted and carried the breastworks of Columbus, saving, by the impetuosity of 
his attacks, the bridges over the Chattahoochee, and capturing fifty-two field 
guns in position, besides twelve hundred prisoners. The rebel ram "Jackson," 
nearly ready for sea, and carrying an armament of six seven-inch guns, 
fell into our hands and was destroyed, as well as the navy yard, foundries, the 
arsenal and the armory, sword and pistol factory, accoutrements, shops, paper- 
mills, four cotton factories, fifteen locomotives, two hundred cars, and an im- 
mense amount of cotton, all of which were burned. The same day, the 16th of 
April, La Grange captured Fort Taylor, at West Point, above Columbus, on the 
Chattahoochee, after assaulting it on three sides, the defence being stabbora. 
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Three hundred prisoDere, three guns, and several battle-flags were taken, besides 
a large quantity of supplies. 

On the 18th the march towards Macon was resumed, Mintz's (late Long's) 
division leading. By a forced march the bridges across Flint river, fifty-four 
miles from Columbus, were secured, compelling the abandonment by the enemy 
of five field-guns and a large amount of machinery ; forty prisoners were cap- 
tured and two cotton factories destroyed. At 6 p. m., on the 20th of April, the 
authorities of Macon, under protest, surrendered the city to the 17th In- 
diana, Colonel Mintz's advance regiment, claiming, under the provisions of an 
armistice then reported existing between the forces of Generals Sherman and 
Johnston, that the capture was contrary to the usages of war. General Wilson, 
not being at hand when the surrender was made, when the case was reported to 
bim, with admirable good judgment, declined to recognize the validity of the 
claim asserted, as the city had been taken possession of by one of his subordi- 
nates before he (General Wilson) could be advised of the existence of an aimis- 
tice, and he therefore held as prisoners of war Major Generals Howell Cobb and 
6. W. Smith, and Brigadier Generals Mackall, Robertson, and Mercer. On the 
2l8t General Wilson was notified by General Sherman, from Raleigh, North 
Garolina, over the enemy's telegraph wires, and through the headquarters of 
General Joseph Johnston, that the reported armistice was a reality, and that he 
was to cease further operations. 

To return to General Stoneman s expedition from East Tennessee. Owing 
to the difficulty of procuring animals for his command and the bad condition of 
the roads. General Stoneman was only enabled to start from Knoxville about 
the 20th of March, simultaneously with General Wilson's departure from Chick- 
asaw, Alabama. In the mean time General Sherman had captured Columbia, 
South Carolina, and was moving northward into North Carolina. About this 
period reports reached me of the possibility of the evacuation of Lee's army at 
Richmond and Petersburg, Virginia, and in that event, of his forcing a passage 
through East Tennessee via Lynchburg and Knoxville. To guard against that 
contingency, Stoneman was sent towards Lynchburg to destroy the railroad and 
military resources of that section and of western North Carolina. The 4th 
army corps was ordered to move from Huntsville, Alabama, as far up into East 
Tennessee as it could supply itself, repairing the railroad as it advanced, form- 
ing, in conjunction with Tillson's division of infantry, a strong support for Gen- 
eral Stoneman's cavalry column in case it should find more of the enemy than 
it could conveniently handle and be obliged to fall back.- 

With three brigades, Brown's, Miller's, and Palmer's, commanded by General 
Gillem, General Stoneman moved, via Morristown, Bull Gap, and thence eastward 
up the Watauga, and across Iron mountain to Boone, North Carolina, which he 
entered on the 1st of April, after killing or capturing about seventy-five home- 
guards. From Boone he crossed the Blue Kidge and went to Wilke^boro', 
on the Yadkin, where supplies were obtained in abundance,* after which he 
changed his course towards southwestern Virginia. 

A detachment was sent to Wytheville, and another to Salem, to destroy the 
enemy's depots at those places, and the railroad, whilst the main body marched 
on Cnristianburg and captured the place. The railroad to the eastward and 
westward of the town was destroyed for a considerable distance. The party 
sent to Wytheville captured that place after some fighting, and burned the rail- 
road bridges over New river and several creeks, as well as the depots of sup- 
plies. The detachment sent to Salem did the same, and proceeded to within 
four miles of Lynchburg, destroying as they advanced. 

A railroad was never more thoroughly dismantled than was the East Tennes- 
see and Virginia railroad from Wytheville to near Lynchburg. 

Concentrating his command General Stoneman returned to North Carolina, 
via Jacksonville and Taylors ville, and went to German town, where Palmer's 
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brigade was sent to Salem, North Carolina, to destroy the large cotton factories 
located there, and burn the bridges on the railroad between Greensboro' and 
Danville, and between Greensboro* and the Yadkin river, which was most 
thoroughly accomplished, after some fighting, by which we captured aboat four 
hundred prisoners. 

At Salem 7,000 bales of cotton were burned by our forces. 

From Germantown the main body moved south to Salisbury, where they 
found about 3.000 of the enemy defending the place, and drawn up in line of 
battle behind Grant's creek, to await Stoueman's attack. Without hesitation, 
a general charge was made by our men, resulting in the capture of all the ene- 
my's artillery, fourteen pieces, and 1,364 prisoners. The remainder scattered, 
and were pursued. 

During the two days following the troops were engaged destroying the im- 
mense depots of supplies of all kinds in Salisbury, aud burning all the biidges 
fur several miles on all tlie railroads leading out of the town. 

On the afternoon of April 13 the command moved westward to Statesvilie 
and I^enoir, at which latter point General Stoneman left the troops to be disposed 
of by General Gillem, and proceeded with the prisoners and captured artillery 
to East Tennessee, reporting his arrival, on the 19th, at Greenville, and detail- 
ing the disposition of his troops, which was as follows : Palmer's brigade, with 
headquarters at Lincolnton, North Carolina, to scout down the Catawba river 
towards Charlotte ; Brown's brigade, with headquarters at Morgantown, to con- 
nect with Palmer down the Catawba, and Miller's brigade, with General Gillem, 
was to take post at Ashville, with directions to open up communication through 
to Greenville, East Tennessee. The object in leaving the cavalry on the other 
side of the mountains being to obstruct, intercept, or disperse any troops of the 
enemy going south, and to capture trains. 

General Gillem followed the directions given him, and marched on Ashville, 
with Miller's brigade, but was opposed at Swananoa Gap by a considerable 
force of the enemy. 

Leaving sutlicient of his force to amuse them, with the balance he moved by 
way of Howard's Gap, gained the enemy's rear and surprised aud captured 
his artillery ; after which he made his appearance in front of Ashville, wheiehe 
was met by a flag of truce on the 23d, with the intelligence of the truce exist- 
ing between Generals Sherman and Johnston, and bearing an order from Grenenl 
Sherman to General Stoneman for the latter to go to the railroad station tt 
Durham's, or Hill;*boi:o', nearly two hundred miles distant, whereas the dis- 
tance to Greenville, East Tennessee, was but sixty. Coming to the conclusion 
that the order was issued by General Sherman under the impressiou that the 
cavalry division was still at Salisbury or Statesvilie, General Gillem determmed 
to move to Greenville,. The rebel General Martin, with whom he communi- 
cated under flng of truce, demanded the rendition of the artillery captured, 
which, of course, could not be granted, and in return General Gillem requested 
the rebel commander to furnish his troops with three days' rations, as by the 
terms of the armistice they were required to withdraw. Had it not been for 
this, A;«hville and its garrison would have fallen into our hands. 

Up to that period I had not been officially notified of the existence of any 
armistice between the forces of Generals Sherman and Johnston, and the informa- 
tion only reached me through my sub commanders. Generals Wilson and Stone- 
man, from Macon, Georgia, and Greenville, East Tennessee, almost simultane- 
ously. The question naturally arose in my mind, whether the troops acting under 
my direction by virtue of General Sherman's Special Field Orders No. 105, series 
of 18G4, directing me to assume control of all the forces of the military division 
of the Mis8i8i»ippi " not absolutely in the presence of the general-in-chief/' were 
to be bound by an armistice or agreement made at a distance of several hundred 
miles from where those troops were operating, and of which they were advised 
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through an enemy, then in such straightened circumstances that any ruse, honor- 
able at least in war, was likely to be practiced by him to relieve himself from 
his difficult position. 

Then, again, General Sherman was operating with a movable column beyond 
the limits of his tenitorial command, viz., the military division of the Missis- 
sippi, and far away from all direct communication with it, whereas " the troops 
not absolutely in the presence of the general-in-chief " were operating under 
ppecial instructions, and not even in co-operation with General Sherman against 
Johnston ; but, on the contrary, General Stonemun was dismantling the country 
to obstruct Lee's retreat, and General Wilson was moving independently in 
Georgia or co-operating with General Cauby. 

Before I could come to any conclusion how I should proceed under the cir- 
cumstances, and without disrespect to my superior officer, General Sherman, Mr. 
Secretary Stanton telegraphed to me from Washington on the 27th of April, 
and through me to my sub-commanders, to disregard all orders except those 
coming from General Grant or myself, and to resume hostilities at once, sparing 
no pains to press the enemy firmly, at the same time notifying me that General 
Sherman's negotiations with Johnston had been disapproved. 

Based on that notification the following dispositions were made with a view of 
capturing President Davis and party, who, on the cessation of the armistice, had 
started south from Charlotte, North Carolina, with an escort variously estimated 
ut from 500 to 2,000 picked cavalry, to endeavor to make his way to the trans- 
Missiseippi. 

General Stoneman was directed to send the brigades of Miller, Brown, and 
Palmer, then in western North Carolina, to concentrate at Anderson, South 
Carolina, and scout down the Savannah river to Augusta, Georgia, if possible, 
in search of the fugitives. General Gillem being absent. Colonel Palmer, 15th 
Pennsylvania cavalry, took command of the expedition. By rapid marching 
they succeeded in reaching and crossing the Savannah river in advance of Davis, 
and so disposed the command as to effectually cut off his retreat towards Mis- 
sissippi, and forced him to alter his route towards the Atlantic coast. General 
Wilson, at Macon, Georgia, was also notified of the action taken at Washington 
on General Sherman's negotiations with Johnston, and he was directed to re- 
sume hostilities at once^-especially to endeavor to intercept Davis. 

Scarcely were the above orders issued and in process of execution, when no- 
tification reached me of the surrender by Johnston of all the enemy's forces east 
of the Chattahoochee river. General Wilson received similar notification from 
General Sherman, direct through the enemy's territory, and immediately took 
measures to receive the surrender of the enemy's establishments at Atlanta and 
Augufita, and to occupy those i)oints, detailing for that purpose Brevet Major 
General Upton with his division, (jeueral McCook was sent with a force to 
occupy Tallahassee, Florida, and to receive the surrender of the troops in that 
vicinity. Thus a cordon of cavalry, more or less continuous, was extended 
across the State of (Toorgia from northwest to southeast, and communication es- 
tablished through I lie late so-called southern confederacy. With characteristic 
energy. Generals Wilson and Palmer had handbills printed and profusely circu- 
lated in all directions throughout the country, oftering the President's reward for 
the apprehension of Davis, and nothing could exceed the watchfulness exhibited 
by their commands. • 

On the 3d of May, Davis dismissed his escort at Washington, Georgia, and 
accompanied by about half a^ozen followers, set out to endeavor to pass our 
lines. Nothing definite was learned of the whereabouts of the fugitives until on 
the evening of the 7th of May, the first Wisconsin cavalry, Lieutenant Colonel 
Henry Harndou commanding, with one hundred and fifty men, ascertained at 
Dublin, on the Oconee river, fifty-five miles southeast from Macon, that Davis 
and party had crossed the river at that point during the day, and had moved 

79 w 
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out on the Jacksonville road. At daylight on the 8th Colonel Harndon con- 
tinued the pursuit, finding the camp occupied by Davis on the evening previous, 
between the forks of Alligator creek, which was reached just four hours after 
it had been vacated. The trail was pursued as far as the ford over Gum 
Swamp creek, Pulaski county, when darkness rendered it too indistinct to fol- 
low, and the command encamped for the night, having marched forty miles that 

day. 

On the 9th Colonel Harndon pushed on to the Ocmulgee river, crossed at 
Brown's ferry, and went to Abbeville, where he ascertained Davis's train bad 
left that place at 1 a. m. that same day, and had gone towards Irwin sville, in 
Irwin county. With this information Colonel Harndon moved rapidly on to- 
wards the latter town, halting within a short distance of it to wait for daylight, 
in order to make certain of the capture. 

Before leaving Abbeville, Colonel Harndon learning of the approach, from 
the direction of Hawkinsville, of the 4th Michigan cavalry, Colonel Pritcbard 
commanding, went to meet that officer, and informed him of his close pursuit of 
Davis ; Colonel Pritcbard stating in reply that he had been sent to Abbeville 
also to watch for Davis. After Colonel Harndon's departure, Colonel Pritcbard, 
with part of his command, started for Irwinsville by a more direct route than 
that used by the detachment of the 1st Wisconsin, arriving at Irwinsville at 2 
a. m. on the 10th, where, on inquiry, it was ascertained that there was a camp 
about a mile from town on the other road leading to Abbeville. Approaching 
cautiously, for fear it might be our own men, Colonel Pritcbard sent a dis- 
mounted party to interpose between it and Abbeville, and then waited for day- 
light to move forward and surprise the occupants. Daylight appearing, a rapid 
advance was made, and the encampment surprised, resulting in the capture of 
Jefferson Davis and family, John H. Regan, postmaster general of the so-called 
confederacy, two aides-de-camp, the private secretary of Davis, four other offi- 
cers, and eleven enlisted men. 

Almost immediately after the completion of the above movement. Colonel 
Harndon's men coming down the Abbeville road were hailed by the party sent 
out during the night by Colonel Pritcbard to secure the capture of the camp, 
and on being challenged answered ** friends," but fell back, under the impression 
they had come upon an enemy ; whereupon shots were exchanged before the 
real position of affairs could be ascertained, resulting in the loss on one side of 
two men killed and one wounded, and of three wounded on the other. Con- 
siderable feeling was caused by the manner in which the 4th Michigan effected 
the apprehension of Davis, to the detriment of Colonel Harndon's party, but 
great credit is justly due and should be given to the 1st Wisconsin cavalry for 
the persistency of its pursuit, and it is only to be regretted tln^y did not arrive 
on the ground in time to reap the benefit of their labors, i'or the full particu- 
lars of the operations of both detachments I have the pleasure of referring you 
to the reports of Lieutenant Colonel Harndon, 1st Wisconsin, and Captain 
Hathaway, 4th Michigan. 

With the surrender of Johnston's army to General Sherman all the detach- 
ments of the confederate armies east of the Chattahoochee signified their wil- 
lingness to surrender, except a few guerilla bands who were outlawed, special 
directions being given to grant all such no quarter. On the 7tli of May notifi- 
cation was received by me, via Eastport and Meridian, Mississippi, of the sur- 
render of General Taylor's army to General Canby, at Citronnella, Alabama, 
on the 4th. No armed force of the enemy east of the Missis>ippi remaining 
to interfere, I gave orders for the occupation by my forces of such portions of 
the reclaimed territory as it was necessary to hold whilst telegraphic and rail- 
road communiiation was being restored, to the accomplishment of which the 
people of the country zealously gave their assistance. 
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May 16th General Graiil, through bia chief of staff, General Rawlin?, 
directed me to order to some point north of the TenocBsee river all of Wilson's 
cavalry except four thouaand veterans, who are to remain at Macon, Angusta, 
and Atlantic, Georgia ; those returning to be concentrated at some convenient 
point in Tennessee or Kentucky, preparatory to being mustered out or other- 
vise disposed of All convalescents and others about the hospitals throughout 
my command not requiring medical treatment have, by virtue of General Orders 
No. 77, been muaterpd out of service. The quartermaster, commissary, and 
ordnance di>partments have all been reduced to the smallest scale consistent 
with the demands of the service. During the past three months, tlic defences 
of all the posts within my command have been thoroughly inspected by Brig- 
adier General Tower, inspector of fortifications military division of the Miasie- 
sippi, whose reports, with drawings attached, I have the honor to forward 
herewith. 

For detailed accounts of the operations of the commands of Generals Stone- 
man and Wilson I invite the attention of the Lieutenant General commanding 
to the reports of those officers, as well as to those of their subordinates, Gen- 
eiala Giliem, Palmer, and others. They have brought the cavalry arm of the 
•ervice to a state of efficiency unequalled in other armies for long and difficult 
marches through the enemy's country, and particularly for self-reliance and 
fortitude in assaulting strong jiosiliona which might well cause hetitation m 
Teteran infantry. 

Herewith I have the honor to f irward the report of Brevet Brigadier Gen- 
eral J. G. Parkhurst, provost marshal general of my .command, giving the num- 
ber of prisoners and deserters registered at his office dhring the period of which 
the foregoing treats. 

I am, general, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

GEORGE H. THOMAS, 
Major General U. S. A; Commanding. 

Brigadier General J, A. Kawuxs, 

Chitfof Staff, U. S. Army. 



Report of pritonrrt of tear received at o^e of the ProvoH Marikal General, 
Department of the Cumberland, from January 31 to May 31, (inelunce,J 
1865. 
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Grand total, 1,122. 
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Report of rebel deserters received at Nashville, Tennessee, from January %\io 

May 9, (inclusive,) 1865. 



Received. 



January 21 to 31 

February 

March 

April 

Mayl to 9 



Total. 



CommissM 
officers. 



Enlisted 
men. 



18 
23 
23 

18 
8 



90 



3r)5 
7t?6 

578 
334 



2,661 



Grand total, 2,751. 

Report of confederate officers and enlisted men who voluntarily surrendered 
themselves, and who have taktm the oath of allegiance and been allowed to 
return to their homes, from May 10 to 31, (inclusive,) 1865. 



Officers 

£uli»tedmen, 

Total . 



486 
3,559 



4,045 



Report of rebel deserters received and disposed of at Chattanooga office from 

January 21 to May 31, (inclusive,) 1865. 



Received . 



January 1 to 31 

February 

March 

April 

May 



Total. 



Commissi 


Enlisted 


officers. 


men. 




21 


4 


103 


10 


423 


8 


519 


32 


1,477 


54 


2,542 



Graud total, 2, 59G. 

Headquarters Department of the Cumberland, 

Office Provost Marshal General, Nashville, June 8, 1865. 

Respectfullv forwarded for the information of the major preneral commanding. 

J. G. PARKHURST, 
Brevet Brigadier General and Provost Marshal General, i;c. 



Official : 



Official copy: 



S. C. KELLOGG, 
Brevet Major and Aide-de-Camp. 

Adjutant General*s Office, November 18, 1865. 

E. D. TOWNSEND, 

Assistant Adjutant General. 
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Report of Colonel St r other of the operations of the army vnder General Hunter 

in West Virginia. 

Richmond, August 10, 1865. 

General : In accordance with your request, 1 have the honor to submit the 
following statement in regard to the operations of the army of West Virginia, 
while under your command, during the summer of 1864. I do so the more 
cheerfully as I have perceived that the motives and results of those operations 
have been less clearly understood and appreciated by the public than any other 
of the important campaigns of the war. 

I am the better prepared to make this statement as I served throughout the 
campaign as your chief of staff, and, in that capacity, kept an accurate journal 
of movements and events as they occurred, and of the orders, motives, and in- 
formation on which they were based. 1 was also, from long residence, travel, 
and previous military campaigns, well acquainted with the whole country over 
which these operations were conducted, and consequently may be supposed to 
have an intelligent understanding concerning the propriety of the movements 
made, and the practicability of those suggested. 

I will commence by a brief explanation of the military position in the depart- 
ment of West Virginia when you took command. 

Early in the spring of 1864 the forces heretofore scattered over this exten- 
sive department were concentrated at different points, prepared to co-operate in 
the grand combined movement which had been arranged against the national 
enemy. Simultaneously with the advance of General Grant on Richmond, and 
that of General Sherman on Atlanta, the co-operating columns of the army of 
West Virginia commenced their movements, charged with the accomplishment 
of the most arduous and important secondary purposes of the campaign. Their 
orders were to move upon the enemy's communications, destroy railroads, mil- 
itary depots, stores, supplies, and manufactories, crippling his resources in every 
way practicable, to distract his attention from the vital centres of operation, and 
to force him, if possible, to detach troops for the defence of distant points. As 
the field of operations embraced in these orders was of immense extent, inter- 
rupted by chains of rugged and lofty mountains covered to a great extent with 
impenetrable forests, traversed by deep and i*apid rivers, its topography and 
even its general geography but little understood outside, the general command- 
ing the department was allowed full discretion in aiTanging the plans for their 
iiccomplishment. 

The movement commenced under the orders of Major General Sigel, as^ol- 
lows : Brigadier General Crook with his division moved from Kanawha, striking 
the Virginia and Tennessee railroad at New river, and destroying it for some 
distance. He defeated the enemy's forces that opposed him, captuijng many 
prisoners and valuable stores. 

Brigadier General Averell at the same time moved southward from Beverly, 
with his division, menacing the salt works near Abingdon, and co-operating with 
Crook in the destruction of the railroad. These forces then fell back to Lewis- 
burg and Meadow Bluff, in Greenbrier county, awaiting further developments. 

At the same time General Sigel, in person, took command of the force col- 
lected at Martinsburg, about eight thousand five hundred men of all arms, and 
idvancing southward was met at New Market, on the Staunton turnpike, and 
defeated by the rebel forces under Breckinridge. On the following day, May 
16, he retired to a position behind Cedar creek, about fifteen miles south of 
Winchester. On the 2l8t of May General Sigel was relieved by Major General 
Hunter, who assumed commaud of the department and the army in the field at 
Cedar creek. 

General Sigel having been assigned to the command of the reserves, stationed 
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on the line of the Baltimore and Ohio railroad, made his headquarters at Mar- 
tinsburg. 

It was determined to resume the movement on Staunton immediately, and, 
with a view to further operations from that point, orders were sent to Oenerald 
Crook and Averell, then supposed to be in the vicinity of Meadow Bluff, to join 
us at Staunton, by forced marches, moving lightly, and depending on the country 
for subsistence as much as possible. 

The column in the Shenandoah valley having been re-enforced to the extent 
of supplying the losses in the New Market campaign, with baggage and trans- 
portation reduced to the minimum allowance, cut loose from its communications, 
and began its advance up the valley on the 26th of May. The force was aboat 
eight thousand five hundred men of all arms, with twenty-one guns. The plan 
of action proposed was, to fight and overthrow any enemy that stood in the way, 
to seize upon Staunton, unite with Crook and Averell, and with the combined 
force occupy Charlottesville, from whence we might easily operate with our cav- 
alry against the James River canal, and by crossing the river cut off the Soatli 
Side railroad, thus cutting off the enemy from his chief source of supplies. The 
more extended plan of moving on Lynchburg by the valley route from Staunton, 
or through the riedmont counties of Nelson and Amherst, directly from Char- 
lottesville, was discussed, but left for consideration after the first part of the 
programme should be accomplished. 

The occupation of Harrisonburg, the flank movement on Port Republic, the 
brilliant aud decisive victory at Piedmont, and the junction with the forces under 
Crook and Averell, at Staunton, have all been described in a former report. 

The result of the battle at Piedmont was the virtual annihilation of the enemy's 
military power in West Virginia and the valley of the Shenandoah. All the 
country west of the Blue Ridge was at our mercy. As this country was the 
source from which the enemy drew his principal supplies of meat, grain, forage, 
salt, lead, and iron, we were well aware that its possession was essential to the 
maintenance of his army, and that he would make the most desperate efforts to 
regain it. He could not hope to do so without detaching a considerable force 
from Lee's army, and to induce General Lee thus to weaken his army was one 
of our principal objects in the movement. The following letter found on the 
body of General William E. Jones, killed at Piedmont, indicates the views and 
expectations of the enemy: 

*' Hbadciuartbrs Vallkv Distbict, June 1, 1864. 

"General : This will be handed to you by General Means, of Shenandoah, 
whi goes to meet you at my request, and will state to you fully the condition 
of affairs in the valley. I am holding out every inducement I can to Hunter to 
follow me up as far as Mount Crawford. If he does, and we can get him 'oq 
a run,* we can ruin him. He is playing devilish cautious, however, and nwj 
not take the bait. 

" Colonel Jackson telegraped me last night that the enemy in Greenbrier was 
moving, he believed, in the direction of Staunton. If so, I can, with North 
river in my front, hold Hunter till you thrash Crook and Averell, and then we 
can pay our respects jointly to Mr. Hunter. 
*' Yours, respectfully, 

"J. D. IMBODEN, 

" Brigadier General 
" Brigadier General Wm. E. Jones, 

" Commanding and en route, hynclihurg. Fa." 

Another paper contained an appeal from the officer in command at Lynchburg, 
setting forth the value of that place as a centre of communications and a depot 
of supplies, and asking for more troops to defend it against a sudden raid of the 
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Yankees. This paper had been referred to General Jones by the Richmond 
authorities, indicating thereby that the defence of Lynchburg devolved upon him. 

Another suggestive paper was a telegram from Jefferson Davis to Jones, 
urging him to guard especially against raids into the western portion of North 
Carolina, intimating that they were to be dreaded for political as well as mili- 
tary reasons. 

These proofs of the fears and weakness of the enemy, together with the 
encouraging reports received from the north of General Grant's progress, induced 
us to hope that the plan of an extensive and damaging campaign, discussed 
at the outset, might now be successfully carried out. It was determined, there- 
fore, to move on Lynchburg by way of Lexington and Buchanan, crossing the 
Blue Ridge at the Peaks of Otter. From Lynchburg we ci^uld operate against 
the South Side and Danville railroads with our cavalry, cutting off the enemy's 
only means of supply, liberating the Union prisoners confined at Danville, and 
rendering necessary the speedy evacuation of the rebel capital. 

If General Lee was forced to detach a considerable force to oppose us, and 
prevent the execution of these designs, an equally desirable and important object 
would be accomplished ; the main array of the rebellion would be weakened ; 
General Grant would be relieved to that extent, while we had always safe lines 
of retreat open to the westward through the passes of the mountains. 

In addition to these considerations, the country, we found, afforded abundant 
supplies for our troops, while the inhabitants were quiet and, in many instances, 
even favorable to us. We had also assurances that in southwestern Virginia 
and North Carolina we might hope for active assistance from the inhabitants. 
Our progress, too, revealed a much larger amount of provisions and manufac- 
tories for producing material of war than we had expected, and the destruction 
of this kind of property was immense. * 

Having sent back a convoy of prisoners, negroes, and refugees, with an 
empty wagon train and a strong escort of men whose terms of service had 
nearly expired, the army of West Virginia started southward from Staunton on 
the 10th of June, moving up the valley by four parallel roads. On the 11th 
we occupied Lexington, and there were overtaken by a supply train sent from 
Martinsburg, containing commissary stores, clothing, and ammunition — this 
latter being most essential, as our supply was short. Although these supplies 
were most acceptable, this train, two hundred additional wagons, embarrassed 
our movements considerably. 

While it was important that we should have moved from Lexington without 
delay, we were detained, awaiting the arrival of General Duffie's column of 
cavalry, which marched on the road next to the Blue Ridge, and who did not 
report until the 13th, in the afternoon. He had crossed the bridge at Tye river 
Gap, struck the Charlottesville and Lynchburg railroad near Amherst Court 
House, destroyed it to some extent, making considerable captures of men, 
horses, and material. He was confused and detained by the difficult and intri- 
cate character of the country. 

Upon examining these prisoners I was informed that Grant had received a 
severe repulse ; that Sheridan, who was moving to co-operate with us at the 
head of the cavalry of the army of the Potomac, had been repulsed at Louisa 
Court House and turned back ; that Breckinridge had re-enforced Vaughn at 
RockfishGap with four or five thousand men, and that Ewell's whole corps was 
advancing by the way of Charlottesville. 

On the other hand we had news, from sources equally entitled to credit, that 
Lynchburg was undefended, and that its inhabitants were fleeing in panic from 
Sheridan's advance. Cut off from all reliable sources of information, the coun- 
try filled with exaggerated and contradictory rumors, it was determined to solve 
the problem by a bold and decisive advance on Lynchburg. 

The details of this movement through Buchanan, Peaks of Otter, and Liberty, 
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the action at Quaker Church, and the handsome repulse of the enemy's attack 
in front of Lynchburg, have already been described in your oflBcial report. In 
the last named action, which took place about the middle of the day on the 18th 
of June, we took several prisoners belonging to Ewell's corps. The statement 
of these men convinced us beyond a doubt that the army of the Potomac had 
suffered a temporary check before Petersburg; that Sheridan had been foiled 
in his attempt to open communication with us ; and that General Lee had been 
enabled to detach a large force of veteran troops, under Lieutenant General 
Early, to operate against us ; that a portion of this force was engaged in the 
battle then going on, and the remaining divisions were coming in rapidly, by 
rail, from Charlottesville. 

It was now evident that the army of West Virginia was in a critical position. 
Two hundred and fifty miles from its base, with ammunition nearly ex- 
hausted and commissariat entirely so, with little more than sixteen thousand 
effective men, it was now actually engaged with a largely superior force — a 
force which in the course of the afternoon would be swelled to over tliirty thou- 
sand men. The greatest apprehension was felt, lest the enemy would renew 
his attack in the course of the afternoon, as our ammunition was so nearly 
spent that such an attack must have proved fatal. He had been so roughly 
handled, however, that he determined to wait until the following morning, when, 
with his whole force rested and refreshed, he could fall upon us more effect- 
ively. 

That night our army, with its trains and material, was quietly withdrawn, 
retiring by the Bedford turnpike, through Liberty and Bufoixl's Gap to Salem, 
on the Virginia and Tennessee railroad. This retrograde from our hazardons 
position was accomplished without loss and with but little annoyance from the 
enemy. From Liberty to Salem, our route lay along the line of the railroad, 
which we destroyed as we moved, arriving at Salem about sunrise on the morn- 
ing of the 21st of June. After a short halt, we took the road across the moun- 
tains to the Greenbrier White Sulphur Springs, via New Castle and Sweet 
Springs, arriving at the White Sulphur ou the afternoon of the 24th. 

This move into the mountains was necessary to disembarrass ourselves of the 
enemy's cavalry, which had overtaken and followed us from Liberty, hanging 
upon our rear and harassing our flanks, without doing us much actual damage, 
however. After we entered the mountains, they disappeared entirely, and we 
found ourselves at the White Sulphur with no enemy to contend with, except 
the natural difficulties of the country and the scarcity of provisions. 

The result of the campaign, thus far, had been eminently satisfactory ; and 
everything that had been ordered or expected had been thoroughly accom- 
plished, with but comparatively little loss. 

About fifty miles of the Virginia Central railroad had been effectually de 
stroyed ; the Virginia and Tennessee road had been destroyed to some extent 
for the same distance ; an incredible amount of public property had I leen burned, 
including canal-boats and railroad trains loaded with ordnance and commissary 
stores, numerous extensive iron works, manufactories of saltpetre, musket 
stocks, shoes, saddles, and artilleiy harness, woollen cloths and grain mills ; 
about three thousand muskets and twenty pieces of cannon, with quantities of 
shells and gunpowder, fell into our hands, while immense quantities of provi«- 
ions, cattle and horses were captured and used by the army. We had oeaten 
the enemy in every engagement, killing and wounding about two thousand of 
his men, including officers of high rank, and capturing over two thousand pris- 
oners. We had, by a movement of unparalleled audacity, menaced the vitals 
of the rebellion and forced the leaders at Richmond to detach a formidable 
corps for their defence and security. 

The vast importance of this diversion, as proved by subsequent events, will 
be satisfactorily established presently. 
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These great results had been accomplished with but little loss of men or ma- 
terial on our part. About fifteen hundred men, killed, wounded and midding, 
and eight guns disabled by a stealthy attack, while they were on the march, and 
inadvertently left unguarded. 

Considering its orders successfully carried out, the question now was to re- 
turn the army of West Virginia to its base by the speediest route and in the 
best condition for further active operations. At the council held at the White 
Sulphur on the morning of June 25 three routes were proposed : one by the 
Warm Springs valley, by a road running parallel with the valley of the She- 
nandoah. It was foreseen that Early would, in all probability, make a counter 
raid against the Baltimore and Ohio railroad, overthrow General Sigel's force 
and do much mischief. It was urged that by marching down the parallel val- 
ley, via Warm Springs, Franklin and Moorfield, we might arrive in time to 
form a junction with Sigel, and prevent the anticipated raid. By way of ob- 
jection to this route, it was argued that the distance to be marched was two 
hundred and fifty miles, by bad roads, and through a region sparsely populated 
and much wasted by war ; the enemy having the advantage of shorter lines, 
better roads, aad a considerable use of railroads, could throw his force 
ahead of us, block up our route by felled timber, attack us in fiank through the 
gaps in the mountains, and thus drive us still deeper into the rugged and inhos- 
pitable regions of the Alleghanies. The ai-my, already fatigued with long 
marches and suffering from irregular and limited supplies, must necessarily be- 
come more disorganized at every move — while the deficiency of ammunition 
made it essential that we should avoid every possibility of a serious collision 
with the enemy. These arguments were accepted as conclusive against the 
proposed route. The acknowledged impossibility of obtaining supplies and the 
long march were equally conclusive against the Beverley route. The route by 
Kanawha offered an open and safe road ; a million of rations within three days' 
march ; a shorter march to Charleston, from whence, by steamboats and railways, 
the troops could be transported to any point on our line where they might be 
needed. It was shown that these advantages, the time required to reach the 
desired point would be less, and that the troops would arrive well fed and 
rested, instead of being worn out and exhausted, as they must be at the end of 
a long march through an impoverished country. 

The Kanawha route was adopted and the troops moved, arriving at Charles- 
ton from the 30th of June to the 4th of July. On the arteraoon of the 4th 
the commanding general and staff arrived at Parkersburg, on the Ohio river, 
and there were met with the information that Early had driven Sigel out of 
Martinsburg, and pccupied the line of the Baltimore and Ohio railroad in strong 
force. This intelligence was followed by an urgent request from the Secretary 
of War to hurry the troops forward. 

All the necessary steps had been already taken to expedite their movement 
from Charleston, and whatever failure there may have been on the score of 
promptness was owing to the low stage of water in the river. The continuance 
of this unprecedented drought, produced results against which human foresight 
could not have provided, and to overcome which human exertion was powerless. 
The lightest draught boats used on the river and calculated to run at all seasons 
continually grounded, and the troops were obliged to land and march round the 
bars. This unfortunate circumstance so impeded the movements that, in the 
aggregate, four or ^ve days were lost. All the resources of the railroad were 
used to forward the troops arriving by the boats, and trains were running day 
and night. On the evening of July 14 the general and staff arrived at Har- 
per's Ferry. 

Early meanwhile had crossed into Maryland, ftuight the battle of Monocacy, 
and while menacing Baltimore and Washington with his light cavalry, had re- 
tired into Virginia by way of Conrad's and Edwards's ferrries. Our advanced in 
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fan try, a woak division under Sullivan, and some cavalry under Duffie, had 
already been sent to harass the enemy's flank, as he moved across Loudon 
couuty. Generals Crook and Averell, with a portion of their commands, were 
.in Martinsburg. General Wright with the 6th corps, and General Emory with 
the 19 ih corps, were understood to be following the enemy, and moving in the 
direction of Leesburg. 

On the 15th, by telegram from Major General Halleck, the troops of the West 
Virginia army were placed under the command of Major General Wright, then 
at Pooldville. By this order General Hunter, although still in command of the 
department, was left without troops. Under this impression he wrote to Presi- 
dent Lincoln, asking respectfully, but peremptorily, to be relieved of command. 
The President replied, explaining that the order transferring the West Virginia 
troops to the command of General Wright was only intended to be temporary 
in its effect, and to apply while those troops were necessarily serving outside 
the department commanded by General Hunter. He concluded by a very 
pressing and flattering request that he should retain his position. This re- 
quest was accepted by General Hunter as a command. 

Instead of retiring by way of Gordonsville, as was expected, Early moved 
westward, and crossing the Blue Ridge at Snicker's Gap, took position on the 
tunipike road leading from Snicker's ferry to Winchester, his main body lying 
around Berryville. General Wright followed him as far as the gap. On the 18th, 
General Crook, then commanding the West Virginia troops, pushed across the 
Shenandoah, and after a sharp action with the rebel Gordon's division, was driven 
back with a loss of four hundred men — the enemy losing six hundred. While 
the sound of cannon indicated an engagement in the vicinity of Snicker's ferry, 
Colonel Hays was ordered to move his brigade from Halltown by a road on the 
west side of the Shenandoah and strike the enemy in flank. 

Averell was ordered to move from Martinsburg upon Winchester. Oa the 
20th Colonel Hays reported that his advance had been disputed by a strong 
body of the enemy, and that, after a prolonged skirmish, ho had fallen back to 
Keys's ferry, being short of ammunition 

General Averell with his cavalry and Duvall's infantry, in all twenty-three 
hundred strong, attacked and routed a greatly superior force of the enemy near 
Winchester, putting five hundred men hors de co'tthat and capturing four 
guns. About this time Early retired from Berryville towards Front Royal and 
Stnwburg, and General Wright, with the 6th and 19th corps, returned to Wash- 
ington. In the military movements since his an-ival at Harper's Ferry General 
Hunter had no control or responsibility, except in ordering the minor co-opera- 
tive moves under Hays and Averell. ^ 

Our information in regard to Early was, that he was strong and coufideDt, 
apparently ready for battle when we might seek it, but coolly awaiting his op- 
portunity. His position in the valley of the Shenandoah was maintained for 
the purpose of protecting the harvest in the fertile region which he covered, and 
for the i»till more important object of preventing another advance on Lynch- 
burg. His presence was also a continual menace to Maryland, Pennsylvania, 
and the federal capital, and was thus calculated to create a diversion in favor of 
Lee at Eichmond. That the enemy would fail to use his advantageous position 
to the utmost could hardly be supposed ; the withdrawal of General Wright's 
forces without a decisive action was therefore regretted as premature. 

General Crook reported that the enemy's retreat from Berryville was appa- 
rently in compliance with orders from rebel headquarters, and evidently not 
from weakness or the desire to avoid battle. A rumor of the fall of Atlanta 
seemed to give color to the former idea. On the 23d of July a telegram from 
the President was received, asking, if, " since the departure of General Wrigbt, 
General Hunter had force enough to hold the enemy, should he return upon us!" 
It was answered that if the enemy should return in full force, we had not troops 
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enough to bold him ; but our best information indicated that he was falling back 
under orders, and that AverelPs cavalry had reconnoitred as far south as Strasburg 
without discovering any force. 

A telegram from General Halleck indicated General Grant's views in regard 
to the valley. He desired that the line of the Potomac should be held with a view 
to the protection of Washington, in case of necessity. The line of the Ma- 
nassas Gap railroad and Cedar creek was suggested ; it was considered more 
judicious to establish a line nearer the base of supplies, and that of Aldie, 
Snicker's Gap, Berryville, and Winchester was decided upon. It was the de- 
cided opinion of officers who had had experience in the valley of the Shenan- 
doah, and were well acquainted with its topography, that there was no line of 
defence which could be advantageously maintained against an army marching 
from the south, and that the idea of holding it by fortified posts was equally 
futile ; they were liable to be penetrated and evaded with but little risk, even by 
an inferior enemy, and liable to be cut off, isolated, and entrapped by a superior 
force. The difficulty of maintaining communications was almost insurmountable. 
It was urged that the only mode of holding the line of the Potomac and the 
valley of the Shenandoah securely, was to confront the enemy with a predom- 
inating force, and drive him out or destroy him. 

In obedience to orders. General Crook (now major general by brevet) took 
command of the forces in the field, and occupied Winchester with fourteen thou- 
sand men. On Sunday, 24th, General Early suddenly returned in heavy force, 
and falling upon Crook, near Kei-nstown, defeated him, putting about a thousand 
men hors de combat. General Crook fell back behind the Potomac, saving all 
his guns and material. 

On the 27th his command moved down on the Maryland side of the Potomac, 
and took position in Pleasant valley, nearly opposite Harper's Ferry ; Averell 
reported the enemy crossing the Potomac at Williamsport, destroying the rail- 
road and canal, and menacing both Cumberland and Chambersburg; General 
Wright at Monocacy, with the 6th corps, and General Emory coming up with 
the 19th. 

On the 28th and 29th the whole force crossed the Potomac at Harper's Ferry, 
and took position in Halltown and vicinity. The combined force amounted to 
about thirty thousand men, and along eighty or ninety guns. It was reported 
that the enemy was crossing with all arms at Williamsport, and driving Averell 
back on Chambersburg. This was believed to be only a cavalry force, and 
Early was supposed to be lying along the turnpike, between Marti nsburg and 
Winchester; his main force at Bunker Hill. It was proposed to attack him 
between Martinsburg and Bunker Hill, thus cutting his army in two. 

On Saturday, July 30, it was intensely hot; the trains of the 6th corps still 
passing through towards Halltown. About mid-day we received news from 
Washington that the enemy had entered Chambersburg, and that the remaining 
divisions of the 19th corps were en route to re-enforce us. Immediately after- 
wards orders were issued directing the whole force to fall back to Middletown 
valley, in Maryland ; these orders, I understood, came from Washington. A 
retrograde movement was immediately commenced, and by the following day the 
whole army was in Maryland, with headquarters in Frederick city, leaving, 
however, a strong garrison at Harper's Ferry, under the command of General 
Howe. I have never been able to understand the motive of this movement, and 
have always considered it a most unfortunate one. The position of our troops 
at Halltown and Bolivar Heights was unassailable by such a force as Early 
commanded. It was most convenient for active operations against the enemy in 
any direction, and was believed to impose an effectual check on any movement 
of his main body toward the invasion of Maryland or toward Washington by 
way of Snicker's ferry, as was apprehended in some quarters. An attempt on 
his part to move in either direction would have exposed his flank and rear to 
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advantageous attack by our superior force, and have left his commuiiications 
entirely at our mercy. Our retrograde movement left the whole country open 
to him. 

August 1 we received information that McCausland had entered Chambers- 
burg at the head of two thousand cavalr}% and after burning and sackiiig the 
town, moved westward, followed by Averell, with inferior force. Duffie was 
ordered to unite with Averell in the pursuit. 

August 2 information was received by telegraph from Washington that a 
heavy column of the enemy was moving on that city, via Rockville. Marching 
orders were promptly issued, and subsequently countermanded, when it was 
ascertained that the alarm had originated from the appearance of a squad of 
United States cavalry scouting near Rockville. Headquarters were moved to 
the Thomas Farm, on the cast side of the Monocacy. ^lews received that Gen- 
eral Kelly had handsomely repulsed McGausland's attack on Cumberland; 
Early's main body still lying between Martinsburg and Winchester; small 
foraging parties of rebels crossing occasionally at Antietam ford, Shepherdstown, 
and Williamsport. 

August 4 General Howe telegraphs that the enemy are menacing Harper's 
Ferry ; General Emory, with the 19th corps, ten thousand strong, was sent 
there during the night. 

August 5, in the afteiiioon, General Grant in person visited headquarters, 
and had n conference with General Hunter. It was understood that General 
Phil. Sheridan was to be assigned to th^ command of the troops in the depart- 
ments of Washington, Susquehanna and West Virginia, and an official order to 
that effect was promulgated a few days after. The troops were immediately 
returned to their positions at Bolivar Heights and Halltown. 

On the last day of August General Hunter, at his own oft-repeated request, 
was officially relieved of command in West Virginia. At the same time, worn 
out with fatigue and exposure, I resigned my commission in the volunteer ser- 
vice, and about the first of September received an honorable discharge from the 
department commander. 

I have thus given a brief sketch of military movements and events partici- 
pated in by the army of West Virginia while under your command, from the 
21st day of May, 1864, to the 9th of Aup^ust. I have always considered the 
movement on Lynchburg as one of the boldest and best-conducted campaigns 
of the war ; that the motives which dictated it fully justified the hazard incurred, 
and that the results obtained by very inadequate forces have been fully ac- 
knowledged by those who best understood their real value. Lieutenant Gkn- 
eral Grant handsomely acknowledges that "all had been accomplished that was 
possible under the circumstances, and morc than could have been hoped for." 
Jefferson Davis, in his speech to the people of Georgia, after the fall of Atlanta, 
informs them that "an audacious movement of the enemy up to the veiy walls 
of Lynchburg had rendered it necessary that the government should send a 
formidable body of troops to cover that vital point, which had otherwise been 
intended for the relief of Atlanta." The vital importance of Lynchburg as a 
reserve depot and proposed place of retreat, in case of the abandonmeat of 
Eichmond, was fully appreciated by the rebel authorities; by the United States 
it was eithei not fully understood, or the approach deemed too hazardous. 
When the enemy saw, therefore, their fatal weakness was discovered and the 
approaches already reconnoitred, he was obliged to despatch a force to protect it 
at all hazards; nearly one-third ol" the flower of Lee's army, under Early, was 
detached for this purpose. Thus the great result was accomplished. Atlanta, 
unrelieved, fell before the conquering arms of Sherman. Lee's army, thus en- 
feebled, remained imprisoned in Richmond, and was never afterwards able to 
hazard an active demonstration. Early's presence in the valley of the She- 
nandoah convinced the government of the United States of the only effectual 
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policy to be pursaed in that quarter. He was confronted by a superior army, 
attacked and annihilated. The subsequent movements of Generals Grant and 
Sherman brought the war to a full and fortunate conclusion. While rejoicing in 
the honors accorded to those great soldiers, whose fortune it has been to gather 
in the glorious harvest, I still feel it my duty to claim a modest wreath for that 
gallant army of West Virginia, which, through so much toil, danger and suffer- 
ing, assisted in preparing the field for the reapers. 

1 am, general, with high respect, your obedient servant, 

DAVID H. STROTHER, 
Late Colonel of Volunteer Cavalry and Chief of Staff. 

Major General David Huntrr. 

Official copy : E. D. TO WNSEND, 

Assistant Adjutant General, 

AdjctaiNT Gbxbral's Office, November 18, 1865. 



Report of Major General B. F. Butler of operations against Fort Fisher, 1864. 

Headuuakters Department op Virglnia a\d N. Carolina, 

Army of the James, in the field, January 3, 1865. 

Gbnbral : On the 7th of December last, in obedience to your orders, I moved 
a forces of about sixty-five hundred efficient men, consisting of General Ames's 
division of the 24th corps, and General Paine's division of the 25th corps, 
under command of Major General Weitzel, to an encampment near Bermuda. 

On the 8th the troops embarked for Fortress Monroe. 

On the 9th, Friday, I reported to Rear- Admiral Porter that the army portion 
of the conjoint expedition directed against Wilmington was ready to proceed. 

We waited there Saturday the lOtli, Sunday the 11th, and Monday the 12th. 

On the 12th Rear-Admiral Porter informed me that the naval fieet would sail 
on the 13th, but would be obliged to put into Beaufort to take on board ammu- 
nition for the monitors. 

The expedition having become the subject of remark, fearing lest its destina- 
tion should get to the enemy, in order to divert from it all attention, on the 
morning of Tuesday the 13th, at 3 o'clock, I ordered the transport fleet to pro- 
ceed up ihc Potomac during the day to Matthias Point, so as to be plainly visi- 
ble to the scouts and signal men of the enemy on the northern neck, and to 
retrace their course at night and anchor under the lee of Cape Charles. 

Having given the navy thirty-six hours start, at 12 o'clock noon of the 14th, 
Wednesday, I joined the tran'sport fleet off* Cape Henry, and put to sea, arriv- 
ing at the place of rendezvous off* New inlet, near Fort Fisher, on the evening 
of the 15th, Thursday. 

We there waited for the navy Friday the 16th, Saturday the I7th, and 
Sunday the 18th, during which days we had the finest possible weather and 
the smoothest sea. 

On the evening of the 1 8th Admiral Porter came from Beaufort to the place 
of rendezvous. That evening the sea became rough, and on Monday, the 19th, 
the wind sprang up freshly, so that it was impossible to land troops ; and by 
the advice of Admiral Porter, communicated to me by letter, I directed the 
transport fleet to rendezvous at Beaufort. This was a matter of necessity, be- 
cause the transport fleet, being coaled and watered for ten days, had already 
wtuted that time, to wit : from the 9th, the day on which we were ready to sail, 
to the 19th. 
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On the 20th, Tuesday; Slat, Wednesday; 22d, Thursday ; and 23d, Friday, 
it blew a gale. I was occupied in coaling and watering the transport fleet at 
Beaufort. 

The Baltic, having a large supply of coal, was enabled to remain at the place 
of rendezvous, with a brigade on board of twelve hundred men, and General 
Ames reported to Admiral Porter that he would co-operate with him. 

On the 23d I sent Captain Clarke, of my staff, from Beaufort, on the fast-sail- 
ing armed steamer Chamberlain, to Admiral Port«r to inform him that on the 
evening of the 24th I would again be at the rendezvous with the transport fleet, 
for the purpose of commencing the attack, the weather permitting. 

At four o'clock on the evening of the 24th I came in sight of Fort Fisher, 
and found the naval fleet engaged in bombarding it, the powder- vessel having 
been exploded on the morning previous about one o'clock. 

Through General Weitzel I arranged with Admiral Porter to commence the 
landing under the cover of the gunboats as early as eight o'clock the next 
morning, if possible, as soon as the fire of the Ualf-Moon and Flag-pond Hill bat- 
teries had been silenced. These are up the shore some two or three miles 
above Fort Fisher. 

Admiral Porter was quite sanguine that he had silenced the guns of Fort 
Fisher. He was then urged, if that were so, to run by the fort into Cape Fear 
river, and then the troops could land and hold the beach without liability of 
being shelled by the enemy's gunboats, (the Tallaliassee being seen in the 
river.) 

It is to be remarked that Admiral Farragnt, even, had never taken a fort 
except by running by and cutting it off from all prospect of re-enforcements, as 
at Fort Jackson and Fort Morgan, and that no casemated fort had been silenced 
by naval fire during the war. That if the admiral would put his ships in 
the river the army could supply him across the beach, as we had proposed to 
do Farragut at Fort St. Philip. That at least the blockade of Wilmington 
would be thus effectual, even if we did not capture the fort. To that the ad- 
miral replied that he should probably lose a boat by torpedoes if he attempted 
to run by. 

He was reminded that the army might lose five hundred men by the assault, 
and that his boat would not weigh in the balance, even in a money point of view, 
for a moment, with the lives of the men. The admiral declined going by, and 
the expedition was deprived of that essential element of success. 

At 12 o'clock noon of the 25th, Sunday, Captain Glisson, commanding the 
covering divisions of the fleet, reported the batteries silenced and his vessels iu 
position to cover our landing. 

The transport fleet, following my flag-ship, stood in within eight hundred 
yards of the beach, and at once commenced debarking. The landing was suc- 
cessfully effected. Finding that the reconnoitring party just landed could hold 
the shore, I determined to land a force with which an assault might he 
attempted. 

Brevet Brigadier General Curtis, who deserves well for his gallantry and 
conduct, immediately pushed up his brigade within a few hundred yards of Fort 
Fisher, capturing the Half-Moon battery and its men, who were taken off hy 
the boats of the navy. 

This skirmish line advanced to within seventy-five yards of the fort, pro- 
tected by the glacis which had been thrown up in such form as to give cover, 
the garrison being completely kept in their bomb-proofs by the fire of the navy, 
which was very rapid and continuous, their shells bursting over the work with 
very considerable accuracy. At this time we lost ten men wounded on the 
skirmish line by the shells from the fleet. 
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ng my flag-ship 1 went ou boai'd the Chamberlain and ran in within a 

ired yards of the fort, so that it was plainly visible. 

•eared to be a square bastioned work of very high relief, say fifteen feet, 

led by a wet ditch some fifteen feet wide. I was protected from being 

id by an assaulting force by a stockade which extended from the fort 

»a on the one side, and from the marehes of Cape Fear river to the 

n the other. 

iterial damage to the fort as a defensive work had been done. 

teen heavy guns bore up the beach, protected from the fire of the navy 

rses eight or ten feet high, which were undoubtedly bomb-proof shelters 

garrison. 

the garrison kept within their bomb-proofs it was easy to maintain this 

; but the shells of the navy, which kept the enemy in their bomb- 

rould keep my troops out. When those ceaeed falling the parapet was 

nned. • 

jnant Walling, of the one hundred and forty-second New York, 

up to the edge of the ditch and captured a flag which had been cut 

' a shell from the navy. It is a mistake, as was at first reported to me, 

soldier entered the fort. An orderly was killed about a third of a mile 

fort and his horse taken. 

i mean time the remainder (if Ames's division had captured two hundred 
iteen men and ten commissioned officers of the Nortn Carolina reserves 
er prisoners. From them I learned that Kirkland's and Hagood's 

of Hoke's division had left the front of the army of the James, near 
id, and were then within two miles of the rear of my forces, and their 
ers were then actually engaged, and that the remainder of Hoke's 
had come the night before to Wilmington, and were then on the march, 
tad not already arrived. 

ned, also, that these troops had left Richmond on Tuesday, the 20th. 
ing the strength of Hoke's division, I found a force opposed to me 
5f the works larger than my own. 

i mean time the weather assumed a threatening aspect. The surf began 
Q SO that the landing became difficult. At diis time General Weitzel 

to me that to assault the work, in his judgment, and in that of the ex- 
d officers of his command who had been on the skirmish line, with any 

of success, was impossible. 

opinion coincided with my own, and much as I regretted the necessity 
ioning the attempt, yet the path of duty was plain. Not so strong a work 
Fisher had been taken by assault during the war, and I had to guide me 
irience of Port Hudson, with its slaughtered thousands in the repulsed 
and the double assault of Fort Wagner, where thousands were sacrificed 
:empt to take a work less strong than Fisher, after it had been sub- 
) a more continued and fully as severe fire. And in neither of the in- 
I have mentioned had the assaulting force in its rear, as I had, an army 
icmy larger than itself. 

'cfore ordered that no assault should be made, and that the troops should 
rk. 

3 superintending the preparations for this the fire of the navy ceased, 
y the guns of the fort were fully manned, and a sharp fire of musketry, 
id canister swept the plain over which the column must have advanced, 
skirmish line was returning. 

Ling with what diligence we could, it was impossible to get the troops 
1 board before the sea ran so high as to render further re-embarcation, 

the sending of supplies ashore, impossible. I lay by the shore until 
►'clock the next day, Monday, the 26th, when having made all proper 
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dispositions for getting the troops on board, I gave orders to the transport fleet, 
as fast as they were ready, to sail for Fortress Monroe, in obedience to my in- 
structions from the Lieutenant General. 

I learned from deserters and prisoners captured, that, the supposition upon 
which the Lieutenant General directed the expedition, that Wilmington had been 
denuded of troops to oppose General Sherman, was correct. That at the time 
when the army arrived off Wilmington, there were less than four hundred men 
in the garrison of Fort Fisher, and less than a thousand within twenty miles. 

But the delay of three days of ^od weather, the 16th, 17th and 18th, wait- 
ing for the arrival of the navy, and the further delay from the terrible storm of 
the 2l9t, 22d and 23d, gave time for troops to be brought from Richmond, three 
divisions of which were either there or on the road. 

The instructions of the Lieutenant General to me did not contemplate a siege; 
I had neither siege trains nor supplies for such a contingency. 

The exigcycy of possible delay, for which the foresight of the commander of 
the armies had provided, had arisen, to wit : the larger re-enforcement of the 
ganison. This, together with the fact that the navy had exhausted their sup- 
ply of ammunition in the bombardment, left me with no alternative but to re- 
turn with my troops to the army of the James. 

The loss of the opportunity of Friday, Saturday and Sunday, the 16th, 17th 
and 18th, was the immediate cause of the failure of the expedition. 

It is not my province even to suggest blame to the navy for their delay of 
four days at Beaufort. I know none of the reasons which do or do not justify 
it. It is to be presumed they are sufficient. 

I am happy to bring to the attention of the Lieutenant Greneral the excellent 
beha^vior of the troops, both officers and men, which was all that coald be de- 
sired. 

I am under special obligations to Captain Glisson, of the Santiago de Gnbt, 
for tlie able and efficient manner in which he covered our landing ; to Captain 
Alden, of the Brooklyn, for his prompt assistance and the excellent gunneiy 
with which the Brooklyn cleared the shores of all opposcrs at the moment of 
debarcatiou. Lieutenant Farquhar, of the navy, having in chai^ the navy 
boats which assisted in the landing, deserves great credit for the energy and 
skill with which he managi-d the boats through the rolling surf. Especial com- 
mendation is due to Brigadier General Graham and the officers and men of his 
naval brigade, for the organization of his boats and crews for landing, and the 
untiring energy and industry with which they all labored in re-embarking the 
troops during the stormy night of the 25th and the days following. For this 
and other meritorious services during the campaign since the first of May, which 
have heretofore been brought to the notice of the Lieutenant General in my offi- 
cial reports, I would respectfully but earnestly recommend General Graham for 
promotion. 

The number of prisoners captured by us was three bundled, including twelve 
officers, two heavy rifled guns, two light guns, and six caissons. 

The loss of the army was one man drowned, two men killed, one officer cap- 
tured, who accidentally wandered through our pickets, and ten men wounded 
while upon the picket line by the shells of the navy. 

Always chary of mentioning with commendation the acts of my own personal 
staff*, yet I think the troops who saw it will agree to the cool courage and daring 
of Lii'utenant Sidney B. DeXay, aide-de-camp, in landing on the night of the 
2c'>th, and remaining aiding in re-cmbarcation on the 27th. 

For the details of the landing and the operations, I beg leave to refer yon to 
the re| orts of Major General Weitzel, commanding the diviaipn landed, which 
are hereto appended. 
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Trusting my action will meet with the approval of the Lieutenant General, this 
report is respectfully submitted. 

BENJAMIN P. BUTLER, 

Major General' 
Lieutenant General U. S. Grant, 

Commanding Armies of the United States, 

Official oopj : 

E. D. TOWNSEND, 

Assistant Adjutant General, 
Adjutant General's Office, November 18, 1865. 



Major General A. H, Terry's report of the capture of Fort Fisher, 

Headquarters U. S. Forces on Federal Point, N.C, 

January 25, 1865. 

General: I have the honor to submit the following detailed report of the 
operations which resulted iu the capture of Fort Fisher and the occupation of 
Fort Caswell, and the other works at the mouth of the Gape Fear river. 

On the 2d instant I received from the Lieutenant General, in person, orders to 
take command of the troops destined for the movement. They were 3,300 
picked men from the second division of the 24th army corps, under Brigadier 
General (now Brevet Major General) Adelbert Ames, the same number firom 
the third division of the 25th army corps, under command of Brigadier General 
Charles J. Paine, 1,400 men from the second brigade of the first division of 
of the 24th army corps, under Colonel (now Brevet Brigadier General) J. 0. 
Abbott, 7th New Hampshire volunteers, the 16th New York independent battery, 
with four 3- inch guns, and light battery E, 3d United States artillery, with six 
light 12-pounder guns. I was instructed to move them from their positions in 
the lines on the north side of the James river to Bermuda landing, in time to 
commence their embarcation on transport vessels at sunnse on the 4th instant. 

In obedience to these orders, the movement commenced at noon of the 3d in- 
stant. The troops arrived at the landing at sunset, and there bivouacked for 
the night. 

The transports did not arrive as soon as they were expected. The first of 
them made its appearance late in the afternoon of the 4th. One of them, the 
Atlantic, was of too heavy draught to come up the James ; Curtis's brigade of 
Ames's division was therefore placed on river steamboats and sent down the 
river to be transferred to her. 

The embarcation of the remainder of the force commenced at sunset of the 
4th, and was coinpleted at noon of the 5th instant; each vessel, as soon as it 
was loaded, was sent to Fortress Monroe, and at 9 o'clock p. m. of the 5th the 
whole fleet was collected in Hampton roads. The troops were all in heavy 
inarching order, with four days' rations from the morning of the 4th in their 
liaversacks, and forty rounds of ammunition in their boxes. No horses, wagons 
or ambulances were taken ; the caissons of the artillery were left behind, but in ad- 
dition to the ammunition in the limber chests, 150 rounds per gun, in packing* 
hoxes, were embarked. 

I went down the river personally with the Lieutenant General, and on the 
way received from him additional instructions, and the information that orders 
had been given for the embarcation of a siege train, to consist of twenty 30- 
ponnder Parrott guns, four 100-pounder Parrotts, and twenty coehom mortars. 
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with a detail of artillerists and a compan j of engineers, so that in case siege opera- 
tions should hecome necessary the men and material for it might be at hand. 

These troops, under the command of Brevet Brigadier General H. L. Abbott, 
were to follow me to Beaufort, North Carolina, and await orders. It was not 
until this time that I was informed that Fort Fisher was the point against which 
we were to operate. 

During the evening of the 5th orders were given for the transports to proceed 
to sea at 4 o'clock the next morning, and accompanying these orders were sealed 
letters, to be opened when off Cape Henry, directing them to rendezvous, in case 
of separation from the flag-ship, at a point twenty-five miles off Beaufort, Nortli 
Carolina. 

The vessels sailed at the appointed hour. During the 6th instant a severe 
storm arose which so much impeded our progress that it was not until the morD- 
ing of the 8th that my own vessel arrived at the rendezvous ; all the others, ex- 
cepting the flag-ship of General Paine, were still behind. Leaving Brigadier 
General Paine to assemble the other vessels as they should arrive, 1 went into 
Beaufort harbor to communicate with Rear- Admiral Porter, commanding the 
North Atlantic blockading squadron, with whose fleet the forces under my com- 
mand were destined to co-operate. 

During the 8th nearly all of the vessels arrived at the rendezvous ; some of 
them required repairs to their hulls, damaged by the gale, some repairs to their 
machinery, others needed coal or water. These vessels were brought into the 
harbor or to the outer anchorage, where their wants were supplied ; all the 
others remained, until the final sailing of the expedition, from twenty to twenty- 
five miles off the land. The weather continued so unfavorable as to afford do 
prospect that we would be able to make a landing on the open beach of Federal 
Point until Wednesday, the 11th. On that day Admiral Porter proposed to 
start, but at high water there was still so much surf on the bar that the iron- 
clads and other vessels of heavy draught could not be gotten over it ; onr de- 
parture was therefore delayed till the next day. 

On the mortiing tide of the 12th the vessels in the harbor passed out, and the 
whole fleet of naval vessels and transports got under way for this place. Ab 
we were leaving, the vessels containing General Abbott's command came in 
sight. Orders were sent to them to follow us. 

We did not arrive off Federal Point until nearly nightfall ; consequent! j, 
and in accordance with the decision of the admiral, the disembarcation of the 
troops was not commenced until the next morning. Our subsequent experience 
fully justified the delay ; it would have been extremely difficult to laud the meo 
at night. 

At 4 o'clock a. m. of the 13th, the in-shore division of naval vessels stood in 
close to the beach to cover the landing. The transports followed them and took 
positions as nearly as possible in a line parallel to and about two hundred yards 
outside of them. The iron-clads moved down to within range of the fortan^ 
opened fire upon it. Another division was placed to the northward of tk 
landing place, so as to protect our men from any attack firom the direction d 
Masonboro, inlet. At 8 o'clock nearly 200 boats, beside steam-tugs, were sent 
from the navy to the transports, and the disembarcation of men, proviaicmi) 
tools, and ammunition simultaneously commenced. 

At 3 o'clock p. m. nearly 8,000 men, with three days' rations in their ht▼e^ 
sacks, and forty rounds of ammunition in their boxes, six days' supply of htfd 
bread in bulk, 300,000 additional rounds of small-arm ammunition, and t sof' 
ficient number of intrenching tools had been safely landed. The surf on the 
beach was still quite high, notwithstanding that the weather had become very 
pleasant, and owing to it some of the men had their rations and ammuDition 
ruined by water ; with this exception, no accident of any kind occurred. 

As soon as the troops had commenced landing pickets were thrown out; they 
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immediately encountered outposts of the enemy, and sbots were exchanged with 
them, but no serious engagement occurred. A few prisoners were taken, from 
whom I learned that Hoke's rebel division, which it was supposed had been 
sent further south, was still here, and that it was his outposts which we were 
meeting. 

The first object which I had in view after landing was to throw a strong 
defensive line across the peninsula from the Gape Fear river to the sea, facing 
Wilmington, so as to protect our rear from attack while we should be engaged 
in operating against Fisher. Our maps indicated that a good position for such 
a line would be found a short distance above the head of Myrtle sound, which 
is a long, shallow piece of water separated from the ocean by a sand-spit of 
about one hundred yards in width, and communicates with it by Masonboro' inlet. 

It was supposed that the right flank of a line at that point would be protected 
by the sound, and, being above its head, that we should by it control the beach 
as fiur op as the inlet, and thus, in case of need, be able to land supplies in quiet 
water there. Our landing place was selected with reference to this idea. An 
examination made after we landed showed that the sound for a long distance 
above its head was so shallow as to offer no obstacle to the passage of troops at 
low tide, and as the further down the peninsula we should go the shorter would 
be our line across it, it was determined to take up a position where the maps 
showed a large pond occupying nearly one-third of the width of the peninsula 
at about three miles from the fort. Shortly before 5 o'clock, leaving Abbott's 
brigade to cover our stores, the troops were put in motion for the last-named 
point. On arriving at it, the " pond " was found to be a sand-flat, sometimes 
covered with water, giving no assistance to the defence of a line established 
behind it. Nevertheless, it was determined to get a line across at this place, and 
Paine'a division, followed by two of Ames's brigades, made their way through. 
The night was ver}" dark, much of the ground was a marsh, and illy adapted 
to the construction of works, and the distance was found to be too great to be 
properly defended by the troops which could be spared from the direct attack 
upon the fort. It was not until 9 o'clock p. m. that Paine succeeded in reaching 
the river. 

The ground still nearer the fort was then reconnoitred, and found to be much 
better adapted to our purposes ; accordingly, the troops were withdrawn from 
their last position and established on a line about two miles from the work. 
They reached this final position at 2 o'clock a. m. of the 14th instant. Tools 
were immediately brought up and intrenchments were commenced. At 8 o'clock 
a good breastwork, reaching from the river to the sea, and partially covered by 
abatis, had been constructed, and was in a defensible condition. It was much 
unproved afterward, but from this time our foothold on the peninsida was 



Early in the morning of the 14th the landing of the artillery was commenced, 
and by sunset all the light guns were gotten on shore. During the following 
night they were placed on the line, most of them near the river, where the enemy, 
in case he should attack us, would be least exposed to the fire of the gunboats. 

CSnrtia's brigade of Ames's division was moved down toward Fisher during 
the morning, and at noon his skirmishers, after capturing on their way a small 
steamer which had come down the river with shells and forage for the garrison 
of the fort, reached a small unfinished outwork in front of the west end of the 
land front of the work. 

G^eral Curtis, Lieutenant Colonel (now Brevet Brigadier General) Comstock, 
the chief engineer of the expedition, and myself, under the protection of the fire 
of the fleet, made a careful reconnoissance of the work, getting within six 
hundred yards of it. The report of General Comstock, which, with it& accom- 
panying map, is appended hereto, gives a full description of it and its condition 
at that time. 



1268 BEPORT OF THE 8ECBETART OF WAB. 

As the result of this recunnoissance, and in view of the extreme dMicnltj 
which might he expected in landing supplies and the material for a siege on the 
open and often tempcstaous beach, it was decided to attempt an asaanlt the next 
day, provided that in the mean time the fire of the navy ahonld 00 for destroy 
the palisades as to make one practicahle. 

This decision was communicated to Admiral Porter, who at once placed 1 
division of his vessels in a position to accomplish this last-named object. It 
was arranged in consultation with him that a heavy bombardment from aU tk 
vessels should commence early in the morning, and continue up to the moment 
of the assault, and that even then it should not cease, but should be diverted 
from the points of attack to other parts of the work. 

It was decided that the assault should be made at 3 o'clock p. m.; that the 
army should attack on the western half of the land face, and that a oolamn of 
sailors and marines should assault at the northeast bastion. 

The fire of the navy continued during the night. At 8 o'clock a. m. of the 
15th, all of the vessels, except a division left to aid in the defence of oar north- 
ern line, moved into position, and a fire, magnificent alike for its power ind 
accuracy, was opened. 

Ames's division had been selected for the assault. Paine was placed in com- 
mand of the defensive line, having with him Abbott's brigade in addition to his 
own division. Ames's first brigade — Curtis's — was already at the ontworlL 
above mentioned, and in trenches close around it ; his other two brigadei, 
Pennypacker's and Bell's, were moved at noon to within supporting distance of 
him. At 2 o'clock preparations for the assault were commenced. Sixty sharp- 
shooters from the ISili Indiana volunteers, armed with the Spencer repeating 
carbine, and forty others, volunteers from Curtis's brigade, the whole under 
command of Lieutenant Colonel Zent, of the 13th Indiana, were thrown forward 
at a run to within one hundred and seventy-five yards of the work. They were 
provided with shovels, and soon dug pits for shelter, and commenced firing tt 
the parapet. 

As soon as this movement commenced, the parapet of the fort was manned, 
and the enemy's fire, both of musketry and artilleir, opened. 

As soon as the sharpshooters were in position, Curtis's brigade was moved 
forward by regiment at the double-quick into line at about four hundred and 
seventy-five yards from the work. The men there lay down. This was acoom- 
plisheu under a shaq) fire of musketry and artillery, from which, however, thej 
soon sheltered themselves by digging shallow trenches. 

When Curtis moved from the outwork, Penny packer was brought up toiti 
and Bell was brought into line two hundred yards in his rear. Finding that a 
good cover for Curtis's men could be found on the reverse slope of a crest fiftf 
yards in the rear of the sharpshooters, they were again moved forward one 
regiment at a time, and again covered themselves in trenches. Pennypaektf 
followed Curtis and occupied the ground vacated by him, and Bell was bron^ 
up to the outwork. 

It had been proposed to blow up and cut down the palisades ; bags of powder, 
with fiizes attached, had been prepared, and a party of volmiteer axeneo 
organized ; but the fire of the navy had been so effective daring the preoedi^ 
night and mommg that it was thought unnecessary to use the pow^. The 
axemen, however, were sent in with the leading brigade, and did good service hj 
making openings in portions of the palisading whidi llie fire of the navy had 
not been able to reach. 

At 3.25 p. m. all the preparations were completed, the order to move forward 
was given to Ames, and a concerted signal was made to Admiral Porter to 
change the direction of his fire. 

Curtis's brigade at once sprang from their trenches and daabed forward in 
line ; its left was exposed to a severe enfilading fire, and it obliqued to thenght 
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I to envelop the left of tbe land front ; tbe ground over which it moved was 
faj and difficult, but it soon reached the palisades, passed through them, 
effected a lodgement on the parapet At the same time the column of 
18 and marines, under Fleet Captain K. R. Breese, advanced up the beach 
e most gallant manner and attacked tbe northeast bastion ; but, exposed 
murderous fire, they were unable to get up the parapet. After a severe 
^e and a heavy loss of valuable officers and men, it became apparent that 
ing could be effected at that point, and they were withdrawn. When Cur- 
loved forward, Ames directed Pennypacker to move up to the rear of the 
pshooters, and brought Bell up to Penny packer's last position, and as soon 
urtis got a foothold on the parapet, sent Pennypacker in to his support. He 
need, overlapping Gurtis's right, and di*ove the enemy from the heavy pali- 
ig, which extended from the west end of the land face to the river, captur- 
I considerable number of prisoners ; then pushing forward to their left, the 
brigades together drove the enemy from about one-quarter of the land face, 
fl tlien brought up Bell's brigade, and moved it between the work and the 
'• On this side there was no regular parapet, but there was abundance of 
r afforded to the enemy by cavities from which sand had been taken for 
mrapet, the ruins of barracks and storehouses, the large magazine, and by 
srees, behind which they stubbornly resisted our advance. Hand-to-hand 
ing of the most desperate character ensued, the huge trav^erses of the land 
being used successively by the enemy as breastworks, over the tops of 
h the contending parties fired in each other's faces. Nine of these were 
ed, one after the other, by our men. 

^hen BelPs brigade was ordered into action I foresaw that more troops would 
ably be needed, and sent an order for Abbott'^ brigade to move down from 
lorth line, at the same time requesting Captain Breese to replace them with 
cik>r8 and marines. I also directed General Paine to send me one of the 
igest regiments of his own division ; these troops arrived at dusk and 
rted to General Ames. At 6 o'clock Abbott's brigade went into the fort ; 
regiment from Paine's division — the 27th United States colored troops, 
et Brigadier General A. M. Blackman commanding — was brought up to the 
of the work, where it remained under fire for some time, and was then 
Irawn. Until 6 o'clock the fire of the navy continued upon that portion 
« work not occupied by us ; after that time it was directed on the beach, 
«vent the coming up of re-enforcements, which it was thought might possi- 
)C thrown over from ihe right bank of the river to Battery Buchanan. The 
ing for the traverses continued till nearly 9 o'clock, two more of them being 
ed ; then a portion of Abbott's brigade drove the enemy from their last 
ining strongholds, and the occupation of the work was completed. 
tie same brigade, with General Blackman's regiment, was immediately 
ed down the point to Battery Buchanan, whither many of the garrison had 
On reaching the battery all of the enemy who had not been previously 
ired were made prisoners. Ahiong them were Major General Whiting 
Colonel Lamb, the commandant of the fort. 

t about 4 o'clock in the afternoon Hoke advanced against our north line, 
rently with the design of attacking it ; but if such was his intention, he 
doned it after a skirmish with our pickets. 

iriug the day Brevet Brigadier General H. L. Abbott, chief of artillery, was 
y engaged in landing artilleiy and ammunition, so that if the assault failed, 

operationB might at once be commenced. 

(nsequent to the fall of Fisher, the enemy, during the night of the 16th and 
, blew up Fort Caswell, and abandoned both it and their very extensive 
8 on Smith's island, at Smithville and Reeve's Point, thus placing in our 
8 all the works erected to defend the mouth of the Cape Fear river. 

aU the works were found 1 69 pieces of artillery, nearly all of which are 
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heavy, over 2,000 stands of small-arms, considerable quantities of commif^sarj 
stores, and full supplies of ammuniUon. Our prisoners numbered 112 commit- 
sioned officers and 1,971 enlisted men. 

I have no words to do justice to the behavior of both officers and men on thia 
occasion ; all that men could do thej did. Better soldiers never fought. Of 
General Ames I have already spoken in a |jBtter recommending his promotion. 
He commanded all the troops engaged and was constantly under fire. His 
great coolness, good judgment, and skill were never more conspicuous than in 
this assault. Brigadier General Ourtis and Colonels Pennypacker, Bell, and 
Abbott, the brigade commanders, led them with the utmost gallantry. Curtis 
was wounded after fighting in the front rank, rifle in hand ; Pennypacker, while 
carrying the standard of one of his regiments, the first man in a charge over a 
traverse. Bell was mortally wounded near the palisades. 

Brigadier General Paine deserves high praise for the zeal and energy dis- 
played by him in constructing our defensive line, a work absolutely essential to 
our success. 

Brevet Brigadier General Blackman deserves mention for the prompt manner 
in which he brought his regiment up to the work, and afterwards followed up the 
retreating enemy. 

To Brevet Brigadier General G. B. Comstock, aide-de camp on the staff of the 
Lieutenant General, I am under the deepest obligations. At every step of onr 
progress I received from him the most valuable assistance. For the final success 
of our part of the operations the country is more indebted to him than to me. 

Colonel Greorge S. Dodge, chief quartermaster of the army of the James, 
accompanied me as chief quartermaster of the force under my command. His 
able and energetic performance of his multifarious duties was all that could be 
wished for, and reflects the highest honor upon him. 

Surgeon Norman S. Barnes, United States volunteers, medical director, and 
Surgeon A. J. H. Buzzell, third New Hampshire volunteers, medical inspector 
of the expedition, discharged their laborious duties on the field and in the hos- 
pital in a manner most creditable to their ability and humanity. I d sire to ex- 
press my high appreciation of the services of these officers. 

I shall have the honor to submit a supplemental report in reference to those 
subordinate officers and enlisted men who distinguished themselves on this oc- 
casion. 

I should signally fail to do my duty were I to omit to speak in terms of the 
highest admiration of the part borne by the navy in onr operations. In all 
ranks, from Admiral Porter to his seamen, there was the utmost desire not onlj 
to do their proper work, but to facilitate in every possible manner the operations 
of the land forces. To him and to the untiring efforts of his officers and men 
we are indebted that our men, stores, tools, and ammunition were safely and 
expeditiously landed, and that our wounded and prisoners were embarked fnr 
transportation to the north ; to the great accuracy and power of their fire it is 
owing that we had not to confront a formidable artillery in the assault, and that 
we were able, with but little loss, to push forward the men, preparatory to it, to 
a point nearly as favorable for it as the one they would have occupied had siege 
operations been undertaken and the work systemitically approached. The as- 
sault of the sailors and marines, although it failed, undoubtedly contributed some- 
what to our success, and certainly nothing could surpass the perfect skill with 
which the fleet was handled by its commander. Every request which I made 
to Admiral Porter was most cheerfully complied with, and the utmost harmou/ 
has existed between us from the outset to the present time. 

I forward herewith General Ames's report. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

ALFRED H. TERRY, Major General 

Brigadier General J. A. Rawlins, 

Chief of Staff, City Point, Virginia. 
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Hbadquartbrs United States Forces, 

Fori Fiiher, N. C, Januiry 27, 1865. • 

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report of engineer operations 
in connexion with the capture of Fort Fisher, together with a sketch of that 
work and another of the country in its vicinity. Fort Fisher is situated on the 
peninsula between the Cape Fear river and the Atlantic ocean, about a mile and 
a half northeast of Federal Point. T'or five miles north of Federal Point this pen- 
insula is sandy and low, not rising more than fifteen feet above high tide, the 
interior abounding in fresh-water swamps, often wooded and almost impassable, 
while much of the dry land, till one gets within half a mile of Fort Fisher, is 
covered with wood or low undergrowth, except a strip about three hundred yards 
wide along the sea shore. The landing of the troops composing the expedition 
was effected on the sea-beach, about five miles north of Fort Fisher, on January 
12, and Paine's division was at once pushed across to the Gape Fear river with 
instructions to take up a line to be held against any attack from the direction 
of Wilmington. This line on the morning of January 13 was already defensi- 
ble, and was further strengthened during the day, while on the 14th a second 
line was laid out and begun, under charge of Lieutenant J. H. Price, in rear 
of its left. Pioneer companies were organized in Ames's and Paine's divisions, 
and as during the 14th the fire of the rebel gunboat Chickamauga killed and 
wounded a number of our men. Lieutenant O'Keeffe, with his company of the 
fifteenth regiment New York volunteer engineers, was directed to build a bat- 
tery for two 30-pounder Parrots on the bank of the river to keep her off. 

On the afternoon oi January 14 a reconnoissance was pushed, under the di- 
rection of the Uiajor general commanding, to within five hundred yards of Fort 
Fisher, a small advanced work being taken possession of. This was at once 
turned into a defensive line to be held against any attempt from Fort Fisher. 
The reconnoissance showed that the palisading in front of the work had been 
seriously injured by the navy fire; only nine guns could be seen on the land 
front where sixteen had been counted on Christmas day. The steady though not 
rapid fire of the navy prevented the enemy from using either artillery or mus- 
ketry on the reconnoitring party. It seemed probable that troops could be got 
up within two hundred yards of the work without serious loss, and it was a mat- 
ter of grave doubt whether the necessary ammunition could be supplied by the 
open beach if regular approaches were determined on. It was decided to assault, 
and the assault was made on the 15th, at half past three p. m., after three hours 
of heavy navy fire, by three deployed brigades following one another at inter- 
vals of about three hundred yards, and each making its final rush for the west 
end of the land face from a rough rifle-pit about three hundred yards from the 
work. 

At the point attacked the palisading was less injured than elsewhere, it being 
partially hidden, and it was necessary to use axes to cut and timbers to batter 
it down, in order that troops might pass readily through it. Powder sacks 
for blowing these palisades down had been prepared, but were not used. After 
seven hours' fighting, gaining traverse by traverse, the work was won. 

Fort Fisher consists of two fronts — the first, or land-front, running across the 
peninsula at this point, about seven hundred yards wide, is four hundred and 
eighty yards in length; while the second, or sea-front, runs from the right of the 
first parallel to the beach to the mound battery, a distance of thirteen hundred 
yards. The land front was intended to resist any attack from the north, the sea 
front to prevent any of our naval vessels from running through New inlet or 
landing troops on Federal Point. 

1. Land-Jfront. — This front consists of a half bastion on the lefl or Gape Fear 
river side, connected by a curtain, with a bastion on the ocean side. The para- 
pet is twenty-five feet thick, averages twenty feet in height, with traverses 
rising ten feet above it and running back on their tops, which were from eight 
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to twelve feet in thickness, to a distance of from thirty to forty feet ^m the 
interior crest. The traverses on the left half bastion were about twentj-five feet 
in length on top. 

The earth for this heavy parapet and the enormous traverses at their inner 
ends, more than thirty feet in height, was obtained partly from a shallow ex- 
terior ditch, but mainly from the interior of the work. Between each pair of 
traverses there was one or two guns. The traverses on the right of this front 
were only partially completed. A palisade, which is loopholed and has a ban- 
quette, runs in front of this face at a distance of about fifty feet in front of the 
K>ot of the exterior slope from the Gape Fear river to the ocean, with a position 
for a gun between the left of the front and the river, and another between the 
right of the front and the ocean. Through the middle traverse on the curtain 
was a bomb-proof postern, whose exterior opening was covered by a small redan 
for two field-pieces, to give flank fire along the curtain. The traverses were 
generally bomb-proofed for men or magazines. The slopes of the work appear to 
have been generally revetted with marsh sod, or coverea with grass, and to have 
had an inclination of forty-five degrees, or a little less. On those slopes meet 
exposed to navy fire the revetment or grassing has been entirely destroyed, 
and the inclination reduced to thirty degrees. 

The ends of traverses as they rise above the parapet are very ragged. Still 
all damage done to the earthwork can be readily repaired, its strength being 
about the same as before the bombardment. The damage done by the navy fire 
was, first to the palisades, which were so injured as in most places to be little 
obstacle to assaulting troops ; second, to guns and carriages. There were 
originally on this front twenty-one heavy guns and three mortars. Of these three- 
fburths were rendered unserviceable by injuries to either gun or carriage. The 
gun in the right bastion, the field-pieces in front of the postern, and one or two 
mortars were used against the assaulting troops. 

There was a formidable system of torpedoes two hundred yards in advance 
of this front, the torpedoes being about eighty feet apart, and each containiog 
about one hundred pounds of powder. They were connected with the fort by 
three sets of wires; fortunately the set leading directly to those over which the 
army moved, and the wire leading directly to those over which the navy 
column moved had been cut by shells, and no torpedo was exploded. 

2. Sea-front, — This firont consists of a series of batteries, mounting in all 
twenty-four heavy guns, the different batteries being connected by a strong infantry 
parapet, so as to form a continuous line. The same system of heavy traverses 
for uie potection of the guns is used as on the land front, and these traverses 
are also generally bomb-proofed. Captain M. Adams, fourth New Hampshire 
volunteers, and First Lieutenant J. H. Price, fourth United States colored 
troops, commanding pioneer companies of Ames's and Paine's divisions, and 
First Lieutenant K. S. 0'Keefi*e, commanding company of fifteenth New York 
volunteer engineere, have, with their commands, been of great service in the 
construction of batteries and defensive works. First Lieutenant A. H. Knowl- 
ton, fourth New Hampshii-e volunteera, has rendered valuable assistance in 
making sketches of Fort j^^sher, as also private Schultze, fifteenth New York 
Toltmteer engineers. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

C. B. C0M8T0CK, 
Lieut. Col. and Brev. Brig, Gen., Chief Engineer. 

Major A. Tbrry, 

Assistant Adjutant General, 

It may be added that in thirty bomb-proofs and magazines and their passages 
there were fourteen thousand five hundred square feet of floor space, not including 
|he main magazine which was exploded, and whose dimensions are unknown. 

C. B. 0. 



REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR. 1273 



Hbadquartbrs Sbcond Division 24th Army Corps, 

F(yrt Fisher, N. C, January 16, 1865. 

I have the honor to submit the following report of the late movements and 
operations of this division : 

On the night of the 2d the division, which had just returned to its camp from 
a demonstration against this point, received orders to prepare for a second ex- 
pedition. It left camp on the 3d, and embarked on ocean transports at Ber- 
muda Hundred, between the hours of 7 and 9 p. m. on the 4th instant. 

The transport fleet sailed from Fortress Monroe on the morning of the 6th, 
and the troops disembarked some four miles north of Fort Fisher on the 13th 
instant. 

At 3 o'clock p. m on the 15th we stormed Fort Fisher. Brevet Brigadier 
€reneral N. M. Gartis's brigade (the first) made a lodgement on the northwest 
angle of the fort. I immediately ordered up Colonel G. A. Pennypacker's 
brigade, (the second.) The enemj was at once driven from behind the palisad- 
ing extending from the fort to the river, and about one-third of the work, its 
northwest angle, occupied by us. I then ordered up Colonel Bell's brigade 
(the third) and moved it forward against and in rear of the sea- face of the work, 
the ground being much obstructed by the ruins of the barracks, lumber, and 
other rubbish ; the enemy being protected by traverses, and taking advantage 
of the cover afforded by magazines, &c., checked our advance. 

Fighting of a most obstinate character continued till after dark, during which 
time we made considerable advancement on the left and captured about four 
hundred prisoners, i 

About 8 o'clock p. m. Colonel Abbott, with his brigade, completed the occu- 
pation of the face of the work extending from the ocean to the river. A gen 
eral advance was now made, and the fort occupied without opposition. 

The conduct of the officers and men of this division was most gallant. Aided 
by the fire of the navy and an attacking column of sailors and marines along 
the 8ea-beacb, we were able to pass over the open ground in front of the fort, 
through the gaps in the palisading in the ditch made by the naval fire, and 
finally to carry the work. 

Wnere the name of every officer and man engaged in this desperate conflict 
shoold be submitted, I shall at present only be able to give a few of those most 
conspicuous. It is to be hoped they all may be properly rewarded. 

Brevet Brigadier General N. M. Curtis, commanding first brigade, was promi- 
nent throughout the day for bis bravery, coolness, and judgment. His services 
cannot be overestimated. He fell a short time before dark, seriously wounded 
in the head by a canister shot. 

Colonel G. A. Pennypacker, commanding second brigade, was seriously 
wounded while planting his colors on the third traverse of the work. This 
officer was surpassed by none, and his absence during the day most deeply felt 
and seriously regretted. 

Colonel L. Bell, commanding third brigade, was mortally wounded while 
croflsing the bridge in advance of the palisading. He was an able and efficient 
officer, one not easily replaced. 

I here submit the names of the regimental commanders ; and in connexion 
with the brigade commanders is the credit due them for the heroic conduct of 
their men. 

Regimental commanders : First brigade, one hundred and forty- second New 
York volunteers, Lieutenant Colonel A. M. Barney ; one hundred and seven- 
teenth New York volunteers. Lieutenant Colonel F. H. Meyer ; one hundred 
and twelfth New York volunteers. Colonel J. F. Smith ; third New York volun- 
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teers, Lieutenant E. A. Behna. Second brigade, forty-eighth New York volun- 
teere, Lieutenant Colonel W. B. Coan ; seyenty-aixth Pennsylvania volunteers, 
Colonel J. S. Littell ; forty-seventh New York volunteers. Captain J. M. 
McDonald ; two hundred and third Pennsylvania volunteers. Colonel J W. 
Moore; ninety-peventh Pennsylvania volunteers, First Lieutenant J. Wain- 
wright. Third brigade, one hundred and sixty-ninth New York volunteers, 
Colonel Alonzo Alden ; thirteenth Indiana volunteers. Lieutenant Colonel S. M. 
Zent ; fourth New Hampshire volunteers, Captain J. H. Roberts ; one hundred 
and fifteenth New York volunteers. Lieutenant Colonel N. J. Johnson. Colonel 
J. W. Moore, two hundred and third Pennsylvania volunteers, behaved with the 
most distinguished gallantry. He was killed while passing the second traverse 
of the fort, in advance of his regiment, waving his colors. Few equalled, none 
surpassed, this brave officer. 

Lieutenant Colonel S. M. Zent, in command of the thirteenth Indiana, with 
his own regiment and a detachment of volunteers from the first brigade, num. 
bering in all one hundred men, deployed within two or three hundred yardii of 
the fort, and by their fire materially aided our advance. 

Major J. R Lawrence, thirteenth Indiana volunteers, and Lieutenant C 'lonel 
J. A. Colvin, one hundred and sixty-ninth New York volunteers, also behaved 
in the most gallant manner, and rendered efficient service in collecting and 
organizing the troops which had become separated from their commands in the 
charge, and in leading them to positions where important advantages were gained. 
Captain 6. W. Huckins. fourth New Hampshire volunteers, and First Lieuten- 
ant J. Konig, seventh United States colored troops, aids on the staff of Colonel 
L. Bell, commanding third brigade, were untiring in their labors, and rendered 
valuable services in the absence of my staff officers, who had been stricken 
down in the early part of the engagement. 

Privates Alric Chapin and James Spring, company G, one hundred and forty- 
second, D. C. Hotchkiss, company A, and O. R. Khigsland, company D, one 
hundred and twelfth New York volunteers, volunteered to approach to a point 
considerably in advance of our skirmish line, which they did do, and by this 
step valuable information with reference to the ditch was gained. Privates 
James Cadman, wounded ; William Cabe, company B ; George Hoy t and S. B. 
Porteus, company C ; D. H. Morgan and Edward Petue, company E ; E. H. 
Cooper, company G, wounded ; Silas Baker, company H, missing; George 
Merrill and William J. McDuff, company I; Z. C. Neahel and Brace 
Anderson, company K, one hundred and forty-second New York volunteer^ 
volunteered to advance with the head of the column and cut down the palisading. 

Copies of the reports of the brigade commanders will be forwarded. In them 
will be found lints of officers and men who particularly distinguished themselves. 
It is recommended that medals be bestowed upon all enlisted men mentioned. 

To my staff officers I am particularly indebted for their zeal and gallantry 
throughout the day ; they wen^ constantly passing to and fro, and exposed to 
the hottest fire ; I would respectfully recommend that they be brevetted for their 
services : Captain Charles A. Carleton, assistant adjutant general ; Captain A. 
G. Lawrence, acting aide-de-camp; Captain H. C. Lockwood, aide-de-camp; 
Captain R. W. Dawson, assistant inspector general ; Captain J. S. MatbewSf 
provost marshal ; Captain B. B. Keeler, mustering officer. 

Captain Lawrence was the first man through the palisading, and while ex- 
tending his hand to receive a guidon which he intended to place on the pawpet 
of the work a shell exploded near him, taking off his left arm and seriously in- 
juring his throat. He was afterward shot in the right arm. For his serviced 
ou this occasion as well as those on a former one I most earnestly urge bis 
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promotion. Captain Dawson was disabled by a woand in the left arm. To 
Captain Lock wood, General Whiting and Colonel Lamb sorrendered with the 
garrison at Fort Buchanan. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. AMES, 



Captain A. Terry, 

Assistant Adjutant General. 

Official copy : 



Adjutant Gbnbral's Okpicr, 

November 18, 1865. 



Brigadier General Volunteers. 



E. D. TOWNSEND. 

Assistant Adjutant General. 




Report of Major General W, S. Rosecrans's operationrvgainst Price in the 

department of Missouri, 

HBADQUARTER8 DePARTMBXT OF MISSOURI, 

St, Loui^, December 7, 1864. 

CoLONBL : The commanding general of the military division is already 
informed, by my current official despatched, of the principal incidents of the 
late campaign against Price in this department ; but it is proper that I should 
submit a more detailed and connected report of the operations, for a correct 
miderstanding of their extent and the importance of the results. 

From early in the spring it was known, through the lodges of the 0. A. K 's 
and other rebel sources, that Price intended a great invasion of this State, in 
which he expected the co-operation of that order, and of rebels generally, and 
by which he hoped to obtain important military and political results. In pur- 
suance of these plans, the lodges, with rebel recruiting officers and agents, sent 
into Missouri clandestinely or under cover of the amnesty oath for that pur- 
pose, began an insurrection in Platte county on the 7tb of July last. From 
that time guerilla warfare raged in the river counties, west from Calloway on 
the north, and from Cooper on the south side of the Missouri. 

This department having been depleted of troops, permission was obtained to 
raise volunteers to meet the exigencies of our situation, and under it about five 
complete and as many incomplete regiments of twelve-months volunteer infan- 
try had been organized previously to the raid. 

On the 3d of September Greneral Washburn sounded the tocsin by informa- 
tion that the force under Shelby, at Batesville, Arkansas, was about to be 
joined by Price for the invasion of our State. The ripening of the corn lent to 
this additional color of probability, so that on the 6th Major General A. J. 
Smith passing Cairo with a division of infantry on the way to General Sher- 
man, I telegraphed General Halleck the state of affairs, requesting orders for this 
division to halt at that point and wait until we could asceitain the designs of 
the enemy. 

The division was halted, and on the 9th General Smith received orders from 
General Halleck to "operate against Price & Co.;" but, deeming it impracti- 
cable to penetrate between one and two hundred miles into Arkansas with a 
small column of infantry, in pursuit of a large mounted force, the exact where- 
abouts as well as intentions of which were still unknown, he decided to move 
his command to a point near St. Louis, whence he could readily move by rail 
or river, and await Price's movements. 

From that time information accumulated showuig the imminence of the raid^ 
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On the 23d we received certain information that Price had crossed the Arkan- 
sas with two divisions of mounted men, three batteries of artillery, a large wagon 
train, carrying several thousand stand of small-arms, and was at or near Baies- 
ville, on White river. From this point, midwaj between the Mississippi and the 
western boundary of the State, there are three practicable routes of invasion : 
one by Pocahontas, into southeastern Missouri ; another by West Plains and 
Rolla or vicinity, north, towards Jefferson City ; a third by Gassville, north, 
either through Springfield and Sedalia, or by the Kansas border, to the Mis- 
souri river. Strong military reasons favored the movement of their main force 
by the central route, while a detachment should go by Pocahontas, and strip 
southeastern Missouri. Under these circumstances my first object was to secure 
our great depots at Springfield and Rolla, the hay cut during the summer, and 
our train of government wagons, required to maintain the troops in the S^ing- 
field district. To do this, and, as far as possible, save the scanty agriculture of 
the country from devastation, it was necessary to hold both Springfield and 
Rolla. Indeed, to have abandoned these points would have been not only to 
abandon the loyal people of those districts and their property to destmctioD, 
but to invite the enemy to destroy our trains while moving them, capture oar 
stores, and beat our troops in detail. 

Generals Sanborn ana McNeill were therefore informed and ordered to place 
the trains and public property of their districts under the prote( tion of the fo^ 
tifications at Springfield and Rolla, to put their forts in the best possible state 
of defence, using every foot and dismounted cavalry soldier, including citizens 
and local militia, to the best advantage, and with all their efficient mounted 
force to watch the enemy's motions, and report the earliest indications of the 
direction of the coming storm. Gkneral Brown was ordered to concentrate 911 
troops from the west of the central district at Sedalia, to notify the citizen 
guards, and see that neither they nor their arms were exposed to capture. 

On the 24th Shelby was reported south of Pilot Knob, moving toward Faim- 
ington with five thousand men and four pieces of artillery. General Ewing 
was ordered to concentrate the troops in the southern part of his district at Pilot 
Knob and Cape Girardeau ; and to verify the accuracy of this report, which 
proved true, on the 26th General A. J. Smith, with two of his brigades, was 
ordered to a point on the Iron Mountain railroad *' as far towards Pilot Knob 
as he deemed compatible with certainty that his position would not be turned" 
and the " enemy get between him and St. Louis." On the day before San- 
bom had orders to move, with all his mounted force, to Rolla, it having become 
evident that the enemy would not probably strike west of that point. 

The safety of St. Louis was vital to us ; I therefore telegraphed Brigadier 
General H. E. Paine, commanding in Illinois, who promised me assistance firom 
some regiments of returning ** hundred-day volunteers," who, though they hid 
already served beyond their time, generously consented to come for the defence 
of the city. The enrolled militia of St. Louis, though but skeleton regiments, 
were called out, and the citizens also requested to organize and arm. General 
Ewing was sent to Pilot Knob, with directions to use his utmost exertions to 
£nd out whether any more than Shelby's division was in southeast Mi8eouii» 
and to that end to hold Pilot Knob until he was certain. With a soldierly com- 
prehension of the importance of his duties, while reporting the current mmoit 
of the advance of Price with his whole force, he expressed his doubts, and held 
his position until the 27th, when he sustained a terrific assault, in Fort David« 
son, a small field-work in the valley, surrounded by hills within cannon range, 
which he held with about one thousand men, one-half raw troops— establishing, 
beyond question, the presence of all Price's command in that quarter. He glo- 
riously repulsed, killing and wounding some fiflteen hundred of the enemy, 
and lost only twenty-eight killed and fifty-six wounded, as appears from his 
report herewith. While Swing's fight was going on, Shelby a4vaneed on 
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Potosi, and thence to Big River bridge, threatening Greneral Smith's advance, 
which withdrew from that point to within safer supporting distance of his main 
position at De Soto. 

Previous to and pending these events the guerilla warfare in North Missouri 
liad been waging with redoubled furj. Rebel agents, amnesty-oath takers, re- 
eraits, sympathizers, O. A. K/s, and traitors of every hue and stripe, had warmed 
into life at the approach of the great invasion. Women's fingers were busy 
making clothes fijr rebel soldiers out of goods plundered by the guerillas ; wo- 
flwn'e tongues were busy telling Union neighbors " their time was now coming." 
Gteaeral Fisk, with all his force, had been scouring the brush for weeks in the 
fiver counties in pursuit of hostile bands, composed largely of recruits from 
among that class of inhabitants who claim protection, yet decline to perform the 
ML duties of citizens, on the ground that they " never tuck no sides " A few 
fiiets will convey some idea of this warfare carried on by confederate agents 
here, while the agents abroad of their bloody and hypocritical despotism. Mason, 
Slidell, and Mann, in Europe, have the effrontery to tell the nations of Christen- 
dom our government carries on the war with increasing ferocity, regardless of 
the laws of civilized warfare. These gangs of rebels, whose families bad been 
fivinff in peace among their loyal neighbors, committed the most cold-blooded 
and aiabolical murders, such as riding up to a farm-house, asking for water, and 
while receiving it shooting down the giver, an aged, inoffensive farmer, because 
he was a radical " Union man." In the single sub-district of Mexico the com- 
manding officer furnished a list of near one hundred Union men who, in the 
oomse of six weeks, had been killed, maimed, or '* run off " because they were 
ndical ** Union men " or d— d abolitionists About the 1st of September 
Anderson's gang attacked a railroad train on the North Missouri road, took from 
it twenty-two unarmed soldiers, many on sick-leave, and, after robbing, placed 
them in a row and shot them in cold blood. Some of the bodies they scalped, 
and put others across the track and ran the engine over them. On the 27th 
this gang, with numbers swollen to three or four hundred, attacked Major John- 
son, with about 120 men of the 39th Missouri volunteer infantry, raw recruits, 
and after stampeding their horses, shot every man, most of them in cold blood. 
Anderson, a few days later, was recognized by Greneral Price at Booneville as 
eottfederate captain, and, with a verbal admonition to behave himself, ordered 
by Colonel McLaiie, chief of Price's staff, to proceed to north Missouri and 
destroy the railroads, which orders were found on the miscreant when killed by 
lieutenant Colonel Cox about the 27th of October ultimo. 

On the 28th, when information of Ewing's fight and Price's pr8.««ence at Pilot 
Knob came to hand. General Smith, discovering the enemy on his front, moving 
to west and north in pursuance of his orders to hold the most advanced position 
compatible with the certainty of keeping between the enemy and St. Louis, de- 
termined to leave De Soto and retire behind the Meramec, a stream which, at 
from ten to fifteen miles south of St. Louis, offered considerable obstacles to the 
passage of a hostile force with wagons and artillery. Greneral £wiDg, finding 
jfarmaduke's and Fagen's rebel divisions before him, and his position com- 
manded by a numerically superior artillery, acting on suggestions made when 
disenssing with him the possibilities of the position on the niglit of the 27th, 
spiked his heavy guns, blew up the magazine, ammunition, and supplies, and, 
with the field battery and remains of his command, retreated through the hills 
towaids the Mei-amec valley, hoping to reach a point on the railroad from whence 
he eonld move to St. Louis. But, as will be seen from his report, the enemy 
pnrsaed him, harassed his rear on the march, which he directed along a ridge 
where the enemy could not flank him, and overtook him near Harrison's Sta- 
tion, where, seizing and extending the temporary defences constructed by the 
militia, he displayed such vigor that, after harassing him for thirty-six hours, 
and making several attacks, on the approach of a detachment of Sanborn's cav- 
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airy, the rebels left him, and he escaped, with all his command, to Rolla. The 
enemy's strength and position thas aeYcloped, my first business was to secure 
the points ho best could strike— St. Louis. Jefferson City, and RoUa. General 
Smith's 4,500 infantry, and the monnted force we could raise, 7th Kansaa, jott 
in from Memphis, part of the 13th Missouri volunteer cavalnr, Colonel Gather- 
wood, and the recruits of Merriirs Horse, hastily mounted and organised, a total 
of 1,500 men, w«^re all the force we could place between St. Louis and an id- 
vading army of at least 15,000 mounted men, whose advance was within a day's 
march of the city. Meanwhile Brinidier General Pike, ably seconded by 6«ie- 
rals Wolfe and Miller, of the Enrolled Missouri militia, had assembled and aimed 
skeletons of the Ist, 2d, 3d, 5th, 6th, 7th, 10th, 11th, 13th, and 52d regiments 
of enrolled militia. The mayor and others, under the direction of the Hon. B. 
Gratz Brown and Major Ledergerber, organized the citizens exempt from militii 
duty, who volunteered for the defence of the city, into companies and regiments, 
numbering, by the 30th, some four or five thousand men. The i32d, 134th, 
138th, 146th, and 142d Illinois hundi*ed-day volunteers also began to arrive on 
the 30th, and were all in by October 1, and formed into a brigade, under Colonel 
Wangelin, for the immediate defence of the city, beyond which they did not 
wish to serve, as all of them were out over time, and many having desirable 
offers as substitutes. 

The enemy, moving up by Potosi, seemed to halt at Richwoods, about fbrtj 
miles southwest of St. Louis, in the hills between Big River and the Meramec, 
as if concentrating for an attack on the city. This appeared the more possible 
from the magnitude of his interest in it, and the fact that he did not show much 
force in the Meramec valley even on the 30th. On that day Major General 
Smith WAS ordered to occupy Kirk wood, which commands the Richwoods road 
and crossing of the Meramec to St. Louis, his cavalry to reconnoitre south and 
west. Colonel Merrill going as far as Franklin. 

General Fisk, previously ordered to join General Brown with all his available 
force, reached and reported from Jefferson City to-day. At the close of it, 
news came that a brigade of rebel cavalry had burned the Moselle bridge, and 
were moving north towards Franklin. General Smith was ordered to send a 
brigade of infantry to support the cavalry at that point, and on the 1st of Octo- 
ber Colonel Wolfe with his brigade reached Franklin, and, after a sharp slm- 
mish, drove the enemy from the place, but not until he had burned the depot 

The rebels were now apparently at bay, with 1,500 cavalry and 4,500 in- 
fantry. General Smith was not in condition to attempt offensive movements 
against a force of 15,000 veteran mounted rebels, who could reach St. Louis from 
any point in the Meramec valley where he might confront them in half the time 
it would take his infantry to reach it. Our obvious policy under these circom- 
stances was to keep as close as possible to the enemy without risking St. Louis, 
until General Mower*s command should arrive from Arkansas, or at least we be 
able to join to Smith's our mounted forces at Rolla. Every hour's delay of the 
enemy in the Meramec valley brought Mower nearer and increased our chanee 
of striking him, as it did the security of Jefferson City. On the 2d the enemj 
was reported massing in the vicinity of Union, on the road either to Jefferson 
City or Rolla ,and General Smith was ordered to Franklin. But as the enemy's 
movements appeared to tend westward, on the 3d General Smith was advanced 
to Gray's summit, and General Pike moved to Franklin. On the 4th G^eral 
Smith pushed his cavalry towards the Gasconade, advanced his infantry to Unioot 
followed up by General Pike's militia. On the 5th Price's command took 
Herman, burned the Gasconade bridge, and was crossing that stream at the 
old Static road ford. General Smith followed him. General Mower reported 
his arrival at Girardeau, out of supplies, his teams worn down, part of his cav- 
alry dismounted and many horses unshod. Transports and supply boats were 
at once despatched, and on the 8th and 9th his command reached St* LowSi 



BBPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR. 1279 

from whence the infantry was pushed forward hy water as rapidly as the low 
BUge of the river wonl/ permitTto join General Smith. The cavalry under 
Winslow re-shod and started by land from St. Louis on the 10th, towards Jef- 
ferson Citj, which point it reached on the 16th instant, one day in advance of 
the infantry. 

On the 6th the enemy be^n crossing the Osage at Castle Rock and one or 
two other fords under cover of his artillery, opposed by Colonel Phillips with 
the available cavalry at Jefferson City. While thus engaged, Generals McNeil 
and Sanborn reached Jefferson City, by a forced march, with all the mounted force 
fiom Rolla, and uniting with Fisk and Brown, gave us a garrison there of 4,100 
cavalry and 2,600 infkntry, mostly the new and partially organized twelve- 
months men, with a few citizens and militia. As this force, though capable of 
giving a strong battle behind intrenchments, was not very formidable to act of- 
nosively against a veteran force like that of the enemy, it was decided by Gen- 
enl Fisk, the other three generals concurring, to oppose a moderate resistance 
to the enemy's advance across the Moreau, a small stream with muddy banks 
and bad bottom, four or five miles east of the city, and then to retire and receive 
hia attack at the defensive line, which with industry and good judgment had 
been prepared by the entire laboring force, civil and military, at Jefferson City. 
The enemy burned the Osage bridge and crossed the river on the 6th. 

On the 7th he advanced on the city, crossed the Moreau, afler sharp fighting, 
and developed a line of battle three or four miles long, east, south, and west of 
the place. But after reconnoitring its apparently formidable intrenchments, 
warned by his Pilot Knob experience in storming earthworks, he declined at- 
tacking, and, passing his train in rear, mqved around, massing on the west, and 
finally retiring. 

On the 8th General Pleasonton, on his arrival at Jefferson under orders to 
aeaome command, despatched General Sanborn with all the available cavalry, 
4,100 men, to follow and harass the enemy until General Smith's command 
coold come up. General Smith was informed of the rebel failure at Jefferson, 
mad directed to move by the most expeditious route to that place, where Mower's 
infiantry were to join and the cavalry overtake him. He was to send all his 
cavalry, under Colonel Catherwood, in advance to report to Pleasonton, who, on 
its arrival, was to join Sanborn and assume direction of the provisional cavalry 
division thus formed. General Pike, with his militia, was charged with the con- 
trol of the country and the defences of our line of communication from St. Louis 
to Jefferson City. Sanborn followed the rebels, attacked their rear guard at 
Versailles, where it was uncertain what course they would take ; found they 
were going north towards Booneville, followed and drove them into line of battle 
near that place, and, when he found himself nearly enveloped by their entire 
army, fell back out uf their reach to meet Catherwood's command and his provis- 
ions, which both arrived at California on the 14th. The enemy, taking advan- 
tage of this, crossed the Lamine at Scott's and Dug fords, and moved north 
towards Arrow Rock. Sanborn immediately followed this movement by George- 
town bridge, keeping between the Pacific railroad and the line of the enemy's 
march, and holding the line of the Black water, a western tributary of the La- 
mine, wh.le Price, crossing a part of Shelby's command at Arrow Rock, on the 
Booneville ferry-boat, to the north side of the river, advanced on Glasgow, which 
he captured after a seven hours' fight with a part of Colonel Harding's regi- 
ment, forty -third Missouri volunteer infantry, and small detachments of the 9th 
Missouri State militia and seventeenth Illinois cavalry. 

On the 17th our cavalry, following his westward movement, keeping south 
of without pressing him, until General Smith's and Mower's troops could be 
brought up, kept the line of the Blackwater, and on the 17th reported them- 
selves out of supplies and the enemy between Marshall and Waverly. 

On the 17th Mower's infantry, except two small regiments, arrived at Jef- 



1280 REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR. 

ferson City, and went at once bj rail to Lamine bridge to join General SmitK 
wlio, parsing Je£Fer8on bj land on the 14tb, had followed the cavalrj moye- 
ment to that point, takine charge of the supplies, which, in consequence of the 
destruction of the bridge by the rebels, could go bj rail no farther. WinsloVs 
cavalry, marching, reached Jefferson, the advance twenty miles beyond, at Cal- 
ifornia, on the 16tb, and was ordered to join General Pleasonton without deUj. 

On the 18th General Smith was ordered to move to Dunksbnrg, near the cav- 
alry headquarters, taking five days' rations and leaving minimum garrisons to 
guard and handle stores at Sedalia and Lamine bridge. 

The 19th found the movement accomplished, the cavalry with its centre near 
Cook's store, its right behind the Blackwater, and its left near Kirkpatrick'fl 
Mills towards Warrensburg. The enemy apparently hesitated in the vieinitj 
of Marshall, as if uncertain whether to go west or double on hb tracks between 
Sedalia and Jefferson ; but our cavalry advance, receding a few miles to meet 
supplies and concentrate, on the 17th and 18th, seemed to decide his movement 
towards Lexington, where General Curtis telegraphed me on the 19th the head 
of his column had arrived. General Blunt, after a sharp skirmish, retiring towards 
Independence. I informed Greneral Curtis of our position ; that our troops r^ 
ported Price near Waverly; advised that Blunt check his advance at Welling- 
ton, and as soon as we were sure his main force was moving on Lexingtcm we 
would endeavor, by a forced march, to strike him in the flank. 

To ascertain Price's real intentions, Greneral Pleasonton was directed to make 
a strong reconnoissance towards Waverly. The results of this reached me on 
the morning of the 20th, and Pleasonton was directed at once to push the centre 
of his cavalry lo Lexington, and General Smith, with his infantry, to su >poit 
the movement. At 7 p m. Pleasonton reported the enemy had leil Lexington, 
going west, and McNeil and Sanborn entering the town. 

October 21, our cavalry advance followed the enemy to Fire Creek Praiiie, 
Brown's and Winslow's brigades reaching Lexington at 2 o'clock p. m., and the 
infantry at 9 p. m. of the same day. Greneral Curtis also reported a fieht with 
the enemy's entire force at the Little Blue from 10 a. m. to 2 p. m., and that to 
prevent being flanked he should retire to the Big Blue, where his militia and 
artillery were in strong position. Supposing the enemy could not cross the Big 
Blue in the face of Curtis, I despatched General Pleasonton my belief that he 
would move south, and that while McNeil's brigade should harass his rear, he, 
with the other three brigades, should move towards Lone Jack, near which 
would be General Smith's infantry, now marching from Lexington to Chapel 
Hill. At 10 o'clock p. m., a despatch from Pleasonton informed me of the re- 
ceipt of tht'se conditional orders, and that the enemy, in full force, were moving 
far to the west, followed by his cavalry. 

October 22, Pleasonton's cavalry reached the Little Blue at 10 a. m. ; found 
the bridge destroyed ; a temporary yone was constructed, the enemy's ski^ 
mishers driven, the command crossed, when the enemy opened with artilkiy 
and was steadily driven towards Independence, which place was taken by a 
brilliant cavalry charge, in which Catherwood's regiment captured two guns coin- 
plete. Near a hundred prisoners fell into our hands, and our troops pushed the 
enemy's rear guard all night. At 8 p. m. Pleasonton reports, " All my brigades 
have been engaged. The enemy have left forty killed and many sick and 
wounded in my hands. Heard nothing from Curtis. If Smith can come up in 
case we get a fight, it will be well. Have sent McNeil's brigade to Little Santa 
F^. Price is reported intrenched this side of the Big Blue. Fighting stiO 
going on with an obstinate rear guard. Let Smith come to this place." Belnc- 
tantly General Smith was despatched to move to Independence, as requested, 
the messenger reaching him at Chapel Hill as he was putting his column in mo- 
tion to march there in response to a direct message from General Pleasonton 
advising bun of th^ posture of affairs. 
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On the morning of the 23d Pleasonton began to move on the enemy at the 
Msing of the Big Blue, where the fi^ht opened at 7 a. m. and continued until 
p. m., when Shelby, who had been fighting Greneral Gurtis's command, finding 
armaduke and Fagau were giving way, turned on Pleasonton, and " for a mo- 
mt shook Sanborn's brigade," but by the skilful use of Tburber's battery, 
rowing double-shotted grape and canister, and the gallant charging of our troops 
ej were routed and fled southward, pushed by G^enerals Pleasonton and Cur- 
I that night beyond Little Santa F^. 
General Smith's command, arriving at Independence, at 5 p. m. was ordered 

move that night by a forced march to Hickman's mill, hoping it would 
rike the enemy in flank while passing that point. Had he been ordered and 
irched for that point instead of Independence the day before. General Smith 
mdd have arrived in time to strike the enemy's compact columns and train 
ith 9,000 infantry and five batteries. But it was too late. He did not reach 
e mill until long after not only the enemy's, but our own columns had passed 
en. News from the cavalry fronts during the night showed that nothing re- 
UDed but to push the enemy with our cavalry, allowing the infantry to follow 
beet it coula, to act as support in case of possible reverse to us or re-enforce- 
mts which were currently reported on their way to meet the enemy. 
On the 24th, with the Eiansas troops in advance, we pursued the enemy until 
ithin fifteen miles of the trading post, when, at General Gurtis's request, Gen- 
al Pleaeonton's command took the lead, and at the end of sixty miles' march 
rertook the rebels about midnight at the Marias des Gygnes ; began skirmish- 
gy and on the 25th, at 4 a. m., opened on their bivouac with artillery, creating 
le greatest consternation, following it up by an attack, which drove them 
timptly from the field, leaving in our hands horses, mules, wagons, arms, and 
me prisoners. Our troops followed them in a running fight until 2 o'clock p. 
^ wnen they came up with them at the Little Osage crossing, in position, with 
ght pieces of artillery on their line of battle. With the instinct of a true cav- 
rj general, Pleasonton immediately ordered an attack by Benteen's and Phil* 
m's brigades, which by a magnificent charge completely routed them, capturing 
i;lit eons, two stands of colors. Major General Marmaduke, Brigadier General 
abell, &ve colonels, other officers, and near one thousand prisoners, besides 
agona, small-arms, &c. Sanborn's brigade, which was a mile and a half behind, 
id the Kansas troops, still further in rear, did not arrive in time to take part 
I the battle ; but Sanborn's brigade led in the pursuit of the routed enemy, 
reitook them at a small stream a few miles beyond the battle-ground, charged 
lem in the timber, drove them across it into the open prairie, where they formed 

order of battle three miles deep. But such was the enthusiasm of the men of 
is brigade when they reached the edge of the wood and saw this triple line, 
lej charged it without orders, knocked it in pieces, and chased the fugitives 
nm night closed the pursuit, and the enemy fled under cover of the darkness, 
(Wards the Arkansas border. Besides the wagons captured during this day at 
le Marias des Gygnes, on the way to and at the Little ()8age, the enemy had de- 
loyed many, including ammunition wagons, and for twenty-five or thirty miles 
syond the Osage battle-field, their route was strewn with debris of burning 
agons and other property. Pleasonton's cavalry had now been in motion almost 
ly and night for six days, during which it had marched at least 204 miles and 
»aght four battles. It was pretty well exhausted and broken down, and went 
ito Fort Scott that night for food and a little rest. He reported to me the result 
f his day's work — that the enemy was going at his utmost, and his own troops 
ere so broken down it would be impossible, without fresh horses, to strike the 
lemy another great blow this side of the Arkansas, and recommended that 
■enerals Sanborn and McNeil follow to support Gurtis's troops in pursuit, so 
ing aa there was any prospect of damaging the enemy, and then return to 
pringfield and Bella. 
81 w 
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On the receipt of the news of the enemy's rout, General Smith, whose com- 
mand was out of provisions, was directed to move to Harrieonville, and thonc« 
get supplies from Warrensburg, where one hundred wagons were waiting with 
provisions for our command, sending thirty thousand rations to the cavalry. 
Further reports of the enemy's condition satisfied me there would be no use of 
breaking down any more of our horses, nince Greneral Curtis, whose cavaliy 
horses were fresher than ours, supported by Sanborn and McNeil, on their 
way down the State line, would be more than ample to deal with any resistance 
Price's command would offer this side of the Arkansas. 

Orders were accordingly given, and General Pleasonton returned with Phil- 
lips's brigade, the cannon, and part of the prisoners, to Warrensburg. The 
Kansas troops and Benteeii's brigade pursued the enemy's flying columns, a 
part of whom made their last stand at Newtonia, Missouri, where General Blunt 
overtook and attacked them on the 28th, but was being worsted when Sanborn, 
having marched one hundred and two miles in thirty-six hours, arrived in time 
to save the day. The enemy fled, making no further stand this side of the 
Arkansas. In a country destitute of food for man and beast, five times defeated, 
pursued four or five hundred miles with the loss of nearly all their artillery, 
ammunition, and baggage train, demoralization and destitution and want of 
supplies, would the rebels cross the Arkansas for supplies at the risk of falling? 
into the hands of Thayer's forces or Steele's cavalry; and if allowed, woald 
almost disintegrate and disband them on the way thither. 

General Curtis thought pushing them was best, and accordingly followed, 
although he did not again overtake them. At his urgent instance, against mj 
own judgment as well as that of Generals Sanborn and McNeil, I pushed their 
two brigades down to the Arkansas border, whence Sanborn sent an advance to 
Fort Smith, reaching there on the moniiug of the 8th, to notify General Thajcr 
of the enemy's desperate condition, and the direction he had taken from Cane 
Hill towards the Indian nation, between Fort Smith and Fort Gibson. 

Meanwhile, at Sherman's request, followed by orders from the general-in-chief, 
I directed Major General A. J. Smith to move his command by the most expe- 
ditious route to the Mississippi in the vicinity of St. Louis, there to embark and 
proceed to Nashville and report to Major General George H. Thomas. 

On the 3d of November 1 returned to St. Louis, to be there during the elec- 
tion, and on the receipt of the news of the enemy having crossed the Arkansas, 
directed the cavalry to repair to their respective districts, and Wiuslow's cavaby 
to move by the best route and join General Thomas at Nashville. 

In entering into details, I have aimed to give the general commanding a cort 
of military photograph of our daily condition and movements, as well for his 
critical judgment as for history, omitting events of whatever magnitude, not 
having a bearing on our movements, and most of the minor ones which did enter 
into their determination. I trust that the precautions taken in advance of Price's 
movements; the preparations before we knew where he was coming; the means 
taken to secure our most important points, and occupy him until we could con- 
centrate the forces to strike him with a certainty of success, outweighing an/ 
damage he could meanwhile do us; the energy and activity in couceutratioB; 
vigor in pursuit and fiery gallantry of our troops in battle, will receive the 
approbation of the general commanding the military division. 

It will appear from these details and accompanying reports that our difr 
mounted cavalry, infantry, and militia nobly performed their duty, watching, 
marching, and fighting whenever and wherever opportunity offered; that hj 
their aid in holding our depots and supporting our mounted force, we have 
saved all our important posts, and most of the country from pillage, except a 
belt of some twenty miles wide along the route of the invasion, and with lees 
than seven thousand effective cavalry have pursued, overtaken, beaten in several 
engagements, and finally routed an invading cavahy vanouBly estimsUed at 
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from 15,000 to 26,000 men, reinforced by six thousand armed recruits from 
Missouri, taking from them ten pieces of artillery, two stands of colors, 1,958 
prisoners of war, a large number of horses, mules, wagons, and small -arras; 
comp^ed them to destroy most of their remaining wagons, train and plunder. 
Masted all of the political schemes of the rebels and traitors who concerted with 
Price to revolutionize Missouri, destroy Kansas, and turn the State and presi- 
dential election against the Union cause, and by our triumph in the late elections 
haTe given to gallant and suffering Missouri the fairest prospect she has ever 
yet seen of future freedom, peace, and prosperity — all the fruit of a campaign 
of forty- eight days, in which most of our victorious troops had never before seen 
a great cavalry battle. Barely during this or any other war has cavalry dis- 
played more persevering energy in pursuit, more impetuous courage and gal- 
lantly in attacking, regardless of superior numbers, or had its efforts crowned 
with greater fruits of success. 

While paying a just tribute of thanks to all the officers and soldiers of the 
kvaliy, artillery, infantry, militia and citizen guards, who served during the 
for their prompt and cheerful obedience of all orders, whether to labor, 
morehy or fight, 1 must refer to the accompanying reports of their commanders 
for special mentions of individual gallantry. Major General Pleasonton deserves' 
the thanks of the country for the able manner in which he handled and fought 
the cavalry, and for the brilliant and fruitful victories he won over triple his 
own force. 1 hope he may receive promotion in the regular army. Major 
G^eral A. J. Smith deserves thanks for promptitude, energy, and perseverance 
in aU his movements, and for the good judgment displayed in his campaign. 
Nor most I omit a tribute of admiration to those brave and true soldiers, who, 
under Mower, followed Price from Arkansas, marching 300 miles in eighteen 
days, and after going by boat from Cape Girardeau to Jefferson City, resumed 
the pursuit, making another march of 462 miles before they embarked for 
Nashville, to take part in the not doubtful contest before that city for the mas- 
tery of Middle Tennessee. The district commanders all deserve my thanks for 
prompt and cordial co-operation in all measures, precautionary and preparatory, 
for the raid. 

General Ewing deserves special mention for military judgment, courage and 
gallantly in holding Pilot Knob till he had certainty of the enemy's force, as 
w^ as for the manner in which he withdrew his troops to RoUa. General 
McNeil, for promptitude and energy in putting RoUa in a stiate of defence, 
and for moving with all force to Jefferson City in time to succor it ; 
General Fisk, for the prompt and cheerful discharge of very trying adminis- 
trative duties, and for nis energy and good sense in preparing the defence of Jef- • 
ferson City, as in the subsequent repair of Lamine bridge. General Brown dis- 
played energy and good sense in preparing the city for a good defence, and 
General Sanoom for vigilance, energy and soldierly judgment, while command- 
ing the cavalry advance between Jefferson City and I)unksburg, as well as 
throughout the campaign. Colonel J. V. Dubois, aide-de-camp, chief of staff; 
Oaptain Henry, assistant quartermaster, of General Steele's stat!', volunteer 
itan quartermaster in the field ; Captain G. Schull, chief commissary ; Surgeon P. 
V. Bcnenck, medical director in the field ; Captain Hoelcke, acting aide-de- 
BBinp, engineer ; Major Fisher, 5th Missouri State Militia, on engineer duty ; Cap- 
tein J. F. Bennett, assistant adjutant general, and my personal aids, Major F. S. 
Bond, aide-de-camp, and Captain R. S. Thomas, aide-de-camp ; Captain Hills, 
12th Kansas militia, provost marshal, accompanied me during the campaign, 
•ad were sealous and indefatigable in the discharge of their respective duties ; 
Major McDermotty 1st Iowa cavalry, who, with his battalion of 1st Iowa cavalr 
ly, did such good service in ^orth Missouri, and behaved very gallantly in the 
MDndt of the rebels from Jefferson City to Boonville, commanded tlie escort 
flOQii Sedaliay and deserves honorable mention. Brigadier General J. B. Gray, 
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adjutant general of MiBSouri, and Brigadier Greneral Pike, of the enrolled, are 
entitled to public thanks for their yaluable and indefatigable servicea in connex- 
ion with the enrolled militia. Colonel F. J. Haines, commissary of snbni- 
tence, to whom all the armies, as well as the country, owe a debt of gratitude 
for invaluable services, not likely to be overpaid, displayed his usual prompti- 
tude and foresight in providing for the wants of our troops and depots. GoIcokI 
William Myers, chief quartermaster, in supplying animals, fitting up trahiii 
and providing for the wants of our troops, exhibited his chiuracteriatic care anl 
skill. 

I must also mention the voluntary services of those tried veterans, ColoBd 
Wangelin, of the 12th Missouri Volunteer Infantry, and Colonel Laibold, who 
did all in their power to aid in the defence of St. Louis. 

Senator B. Gratz Brown and Mayor Thomas, seconded by the efforts of manj 
patriotic citizens of all classes, did much to prepare for the defence of the atjt 
and deserve my thanks. I should be glad to call the general's attention to 
many militia officers, such as General Craig, whose able management in the 
northwest, in the absence of General Fisk ; Colonel Gale, who so promptly or- 
ganized his militia regiment, 54th E. M. M., at Franklin, and many others scat- 
tered over the State, who rendered great service to the country. 

But as the chief motive of these officers and the men of their commands wts 
their country's good, the consciousness of duty manfully performed must be 
their chief reward, until the day comes when our children, pointing to them u 
to others who have borne arms in this great national struggle, shall say, " there 
go some of the men who helped to save our nation." 

The accompanying reports show our total losses in this campaign were: 
174 killed, of whom 116 were murdered at Centralia; 336 wounded ; 171 pra- 
oners, of whom many, if not all, are illegally paroled ; 681 kars dm eomhaL 
Besides which, there were several small squads of prisoners illegally captured 
and paroled in southeast Missouri, and the troops at Glasgow, whose surrender 
was, I think, justifiable, and possibly lawful. 

W. S. ROSECRANS, Major General 

Lieut. Col. Christison, Assistant Adjutant General, 

Military Division West Mississippi^ New Orleans, ha. 

Adjutant Genbral's Office, November 18, 1865. 

Official copy : E. D. TOWNSEND, 

Assistant Adjutant General. 



General Banks*s Beport of the Red River Campaign. 

Sir : While engaged in earnest efforts to effect the capture of Galveston, iritk 
a view to those general operations contemplated for the winter campaign, I wtf 
informed by a despatch received January 23, and dated January 4, that "itmi 
proposed that General Steele should advance to Red river if he could rely apo> 
your (my) co-operation, and be certain of receiving supplies on that line," fd 
that ** the best military opinions of the generals of the west seemed to tM 
operations on Red river, provided the stage of the water would enable the go* 
boats to co-operate ;" that ** this would open a better theatre of operations thm 
any other for such troops as General Grant could spare during the winter." 1 
was also informed that Major General Grant and Major G^end Steele had bett 
written to, and I was instructed to communicate with them upon this subjeU. 

Having made known my plan of operations on the coast, and fully stated it 
different times the difficulties to be encountered in movements by land in die 
direction of Alexandria and Shreveport, I did not feel at liberty to decline pa^ 
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Ation in the campaign which had been pressed upon my attention from the 

I was assigned to the command of this department, and which was now 
K>rted by the concurrent opinions of the general officers in the west, on ac- 
it of difficulties which might be obviated by personal conference with com- 
ders, or by orders from the general-in-chief. It was not, however, without 
-founded apprehensions of the result of the campaign and a clear view of 
■leasures (which I suggested) indispensable to success, that I entered upon 
new campaign. 

lie necessity of a perfect unity of command and of purpose, as well as of 
itmt communication between the forces assigned to this duty and then sepa- 
1 by hundreds of miles, was too apparent to admit of question, 
replied to this despatch on the 23a of January, stating that **tinth iheforctt 
witd^^* to wit, Greneral Sherman's and General Steele's and my own dispo- 
B force, I concurred in .the opinion that the Red river was the shortest and 

line of defence for Louisiana and Arkansas, and as a base of operations 
net Texas, and that with my own forces and those of General Steele and 
iflsistance of General Sherman, the success of the movements on that line 
bt be made certain and important, and that I should cordially co-operate with 
1 in executing the orders of the government. 

1 order that the inherent difficulties attending the proposed combined move« 
t» which had been thoroughly tested in the campaign of 1863 and 1864, and 
eh I had represented with as much earnestness as seemed to be proper, might 
nesented in a manner most likely to gain attention, I directed Major D. 0. 
laton, chief engineer of the department, who possessed the highest claims to 
mble consideration from professional qualifications and experience and his 
laintance with the route, to prepare a memorial upon operations on Red river, 
eh had been long under consideration. 

*biB w<as transmitted to the headquarters of the army, and appeared to have 
ived the attention and approval of the general-in-chief. It stated with pre- 
»n the obstacles to be encountered and the measures necessary to accom- 
!i the object in view. No change would be required in this statement if it 

been written in review, rather than in anticipation, of the campaign. It 
•mmended, as a condition indispensable to success, Ist, such complete pre- 
nary organization as would avoid the least delay in our movements after 
campaign had opened ; 2d, that a line of supply be established from the 
sissippi, independent of water-courses ; 3d, the concentration of the forces 
t of the Mississippi, and such other force as should be assigned to this duty 
i General Sherman's command, in such a manner as to expel the enemy 
1 northern Louisiana and Arkansas ; 4th, such preparation and concert of 
on among the different corps employed as to prevent the enemy, by keep- 

him constantly employed, from operating against our positions or forces 
where ; and, 5th, that the entire force should be placed under the command 
I single general. Preparations for a long campaign were advised, and the 
ith of May indicated as the point of time when the occupation of Shreve- 
t might be anticipated. Not one of these suggestions, so necessary in con- 
ring the inherent difficulties of the expedition, were carried into execution, 

was it in my power to establish them. The troops under the command oi 
tend Steele were acting independently of my command, under orders not 
imunicated to me, and at such distance that it was impossible to ascertain 
movements or to inform him of my own, so that we might co- operate with 
npport each other. The detachment of troops from the command of Major 
leral Sherman, though operating upon the same line with my own, were 
er special orders, having ulterior objects in view, and afforded an earnest 

only a partial co-operation in the expedition. The distance which sepa- 
d the different commands, the impossibility of establishing necessary com- 
ikationB between them, the absence of a general authority to command 
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tbem, the time that was required for tbe transmisBion of orders from 'Washing- 
toD, and the necessitj of immediate action, on account of the condition of the 
rivers and operations contemplated for the armies elsewhere, gave rise to em- 
barrassments in the organization of forces and in the execution of orders which 
could not be overcome. 

In the instructions I received from the government it was left to mj discre- 
tion whether or not I would join in this expedition ; but I was directed to 
communicate with General Sherman and General Steele and Admiral Porter 
upon the subject. I expressed the satisfaction I should find in co-operating 
with them in a movement deemed of so much importance by tbe government, 
to which my own command was unequal, and my belief that, wUh iht faren 
de$ignatedt it would be entirely successful. Having received from tbem simi- 
lar assurances, both my discretion and my authority, so far as tbe organisation 
of the expedition was concerned, were at an end. The disposition of the ene- 
my's forces at that time, according to the best information that could be 
obtained, was as follows : Magiiider had about 20,000 men, of all arms, of 
which 15,000 were serviceable. The main body covered Galveston and Hoas- 
ton from an anticipated movement from Matagorda peninsula, still held by onr 
troops. Walker's division, numbering 7,000 men, were upon the Atchafalaja 
and Red rivers, from Opelousas to Fort De Russy ; Mouton's division, between 
the Black and Washita rivers, from Red river to Monroe, numbering 6,000 
men ; while Price, with two heavy divisions of infantry, estimated at 5,000, 
and a large cavalry force, estimated at from 7,000 to 10,000, held the country 
from Monroe to Camden and Arkadelphia, confronting Steele. Magmder 
could spare 10,000 of his force to resist an attack from the east, leaving his 
fortifications well garrisoned on the coast, while Price could furnish, at least, an 
additional 5,000 from the north, making a formidable army of from 25,000 to 
30,000 men, equal to any forces that could be brought against them, even with 
tlie most perfect unity and co-operation of commands. This estimate of the 
strength of the enemy was given in my despatch of February 2, but was 
thought, upon information received by the government, to be exaggerated. 
The defences of the enemy consisted of a series of works covering the ap- 
proaches to Galveston and Houston from the south, the defences of Galveston 
bay, Sabine Pass, and Sabine river. Fort De Russy, a formidable work located 
three miles from Marksville for the defence of the Red river, and extensive and 
formidable works at Trinity, the junction of the Tensas and Washita at Cam- 
den, commanding approaches from the north. 

To meet these forces of the enemy, it was proposed to concentrate, in some 
general plan of operations, 15,000 of the troops, under command of Greueral 
Steele, a detachment of 10,000 from tbe command of General Sherman, and a 
force from 15,000 to 17,000 men from the army of the Gulf, making an army 
of 35,000 to 37,000 men of all arms, with such gunboats as the Navy Depart- 
ment should order. Orders were given to my command at once to suspend op- 
erations at Galveston, and vigorous preparations were made for the new cam- 
paign. Having been charged by the President with duties not immediatelj 
connected with military operations, but which were deemed important, and re- 
quired my personal attention at New Orleans, the organization of the troops of 
my command assigned to the expedition was intrusted to Major General W. R 
Franklin. The main body of his command, consisting of the 19th corps, (ex- 
cept Grover's division, at Madisonville, which was to join him,) and one division 
of the 13th corps, under General Ransom, were at this time on Berwick's bay, 
between Berwick City and Franklin, on the Bayou Teche, directly on the line 
of march for Alexandria and Shreveport. Small garrisons were left at Browns- 
ville and Matagorda bay, in Texas, (positions which, under instructions from 
the President, and subsequently from Lieutenant General Grant, were not to be 
abandoned,) at New Orleans and at Port Hudson, which was threatened by a 
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rigorons and active enemy. Smaller garrisons at Baton Rouge and Donaldson- 
nlie. on the river, and at Peusacola and Key West, on the coast, constituted the 
balance of forces under my command. 

It had heen arranged that the troops concentrated at Franklin should move 
for the Red river on the 7th of March to meet the forces of General Sherman at 
Alexandria on the 17th, but, for causes stated by General Franklin, the march 
wwB delayed until the 13th, at which time the advance, under General A.L. Lee, 
left Franklin, the whole column following soon after and arriving at Alexandria, 
die cavalry on the 19th and the infantry on the 25th. On the 13th of March, 
1864, one division of the 16th corps, under Brigadier General Mower, and one 
livision of the 17th corps, under Brigadier General T. Kilby Smith — ^the whole 
nider command of Brigadier General A. J. Smith — ^landed at Simmsport, on the 
/kteliafalaya, and proceeded at once towards Fort De Rnssy, carrying it by as- 
Huilt at 4.30 p. m., on the afternoon of the 14th. Two hundred and sixty pris- 
niera and ten heavy guns were captured. Our loss was slight. The troops 
ind transports under General A. J. Smith, and the marine brigade under G^n- 
snl Ellet, with the gunboats, moved to Alexandria, which was occupied with- 
mt opposition on the 1 6th of the same month. General Lee, of my command, 
uniTed at Alexandria on the morning of the 19th. The enemy, in the mean 
ime, continued his retreat through Cheneyville, in the direction of Shreveport 
Officers of my staff were at Alexandria on the 19th, and I made my headquar- 
Bers there on the 24th, the forces under General Franklin arriving on the 25th 
uid 26th of March ; but as the stage of the water in Red river was too low to 
idmit the passage of the gunboats or transports over the falls, the troops en- 
camped near Alexandria, General Smith and his command moving forward 
^eaty-one miles to Bayou Rapides, above Alexandria. There was but six feet 
>f water in the channel, while seven and a half was necessary for ihe second- 
dasa, and ten feet for the first-class gunboats. The river is narrow, the channel 
tortuous, changing with every rise, making its navigation more difficult and dan- 
[^eroos, probably, than any of the western rivers, while pilots for the transports 
were reluctant to enter government service for this campaign. The first gun- 
joat was unable to cross the rapids until the 26th ; others crossed on the 28th 
irilh some transports, and others still on the 2d and 3d of April, the passage 
baying been made with difficulty and danger, occupjring several days. Several 
Suboats and transports, being unable then to ascend the river, remained at 
^exandria or returned to the Mississippi. 

While at Alexandria Major General McPherson, commanding at Vicksburg, 
»lled for the immediate return of the marine brigade— a part of General Smith's 
»mmand — to protect the Mississippi, for which service it had been especially 
>iganized. The transports of this brigade were unable to pass above Alexan- 
ina. The hospital boat, Woodford, had been wrecked on the rapids in at- 
tempting the passage up. The troops were suffering from smallpox, which per- 
raded all the transports, and they were reported in condition of partial mutiny. 
[t was not supposed at that time that a depot or garrison at Alexandria would 
l>e required, and this command being without available land or water transporta- 
fcion> was permitted to return to the Mississippi in compliance with the demands 
if General McPherson. This reduced the strength of the advancing column 
ibout 3,000 men. 

The condition of the river and the inability of the transports to pass the falls 
nade it necessary to establish a depot of supplies at Alexandria, and a line of 
iragon transportation from the steamers below to those above the falls. This 
iraa a departure from the plan of the 'campai^, which did not contemplate a 
)08t or depot at any point on Red river, and involved the necessity of leaving 
I division at Alexandria for the purpose of protecting the depot, transports, and 
mpplies. Brigadier General G. Grover was placed in command of the post, and 
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bis division left for its defence. This reduced the force of the advancing colnmii 
about 3,000 men. 

While at Alexandria, on the 2l8t instant, a movement was organized against 
the enemj posted at Henderson's Hill, twenty-five miles in advance. The ex- 
pedition consisted of three brigades of General A. J. Smith's command and a 
brigade of cavalry of the 19th corps, uuder command of Colonel L^icas, of tk 
16th Indiana volunteers — ^the wuole under command of Brigadier GrenenJ 
Mower, of the 16th corps. The enemy were surprised, losing two hundred 
and fifty prisoners, two hundred horses, and four guns with their caissons. Col- 
onel H. B. Sargent, of my staff, was severely wounded in this action, and dis- 
abled from service during the campaign. This affair reflected the hiehest credit 
upon the officers and men engaged. Anticipating by a few days Uie pa8Ba§;e 
01 the gunboats, the army marched from Alexandria for Natcnitoches, eightj 
miles distant by land, reaching that point on the 2d and 3d of ApriL Tbe 
enemy continued his retreat, skirmishing sharply with the advance guard, bat 
offering no serious resistance to our advance. 

The shortest and only practicable road from Natchitoches to Shreveport was 
the stage road through Pleasant Hill and Mansfield, distance 100 miles, through 
a barren, sandy country, with little water and less forage, the greater portioa 
an unbroken pine forest 

A reconnoissance from Natchitoches on the 2d April, under command of Gren- 
eral Lee, discovered the enemy in force at Pleasant Hill, thirty-six mileu distant, 
and established the fact that a portion of Greene's command had arrived from 
Texas and were then confronting us. Prisoners captured from Price's command 
* indicated what had been feared from the loss of time at Alexandria, a concentra- 
tion of the entire available force of the enemy, numbering, according to the 
statements of prisoners and intercepted letters, about 25,000 men, with 76 
guns. 

The river waf« perceptibly falling, and the larger gunboats were unable to 
pass Grand Ecore. The troops under command of General A. J. Smith, which had 
hitherto moved in transports by the river, now marched by land from Natchi- 
toches, with the exception of one division of the 17th corps, 2,500 men, under 
Brigadier General T. Kilby Smith, which, by order of General A. J. Smith, con- 
tinued its movements by the river in company with the fleet, for the protection 
of the transports. The arrangement of land transportation for this portion of 
the column, the replenishing of supply trains from the transports, and the dis- 
tribution of rations to the troops, were made at this point, but the fleet was un- 
able to ascend the river until the 7th of April. The condition of the river 
would have justified the suspension of the movement altogether at either point, 
except for the anticipation of such change as to render it navigable. Upon this 
subject the counsel of the naval officers was implicitly follow^. On the 4th of 
April, Colonel 0. P. Gooding commanding a brigade of cavalry, engaged upon a 
reconnoissance north of Red river, encountered Harrison's command, 1,500 strong, 
in which the enemy was defeated with considerable loss. Our loss was about 
forty in killed, wounded, and missing. The enemy's repulse was decisive. The 
army was put in motion for Shreveport viu Pleasant Hill and Mansfield, April 
6. General Lee with the cavalry division led the advance, followed by a de- 
tachment of two divisions of the 13th corps, under General Kansom, first divis- 
ion 19th corps, under General Emory, and a brigade of colored troops under 
command of Colonel Dickie, the whole under the immediate command of Major 
General Franklin. The detachments of the 16th army corps under command 
of Brigadier General A. J. Smith followed on the 7th, and a division of the 17th 
army corps, under Brigadier General T. Kilby Smith, accompanied Admiral 
Porter on the river as a guard for the transports. 

The fleet was directed to Loggy bayou, opposite Springfield, where it was 
expected communications would be established with the laud forces at Sabine 
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Crossroads, a distance of fiftj-fonr miles by land from Grand Ecore and one 
hundred miles by water. I remained with a portion of my staff to superintend 
the departure of the river and land forces from Grand Ecore until the morning of 
the 7th, and then rode rapidly forward, reaching the head of the column at 
Pleasant Hill the same evening, where the main body encamped. General Smith's 
command was at the rear of the column on the march, but passed the negro 
brigade on the route to Pleasant Hill. A very heavy rain fell all day on the 
Tthy which greatly impeded the movement of the rear of the column, making 
the road almost impassable for troops, trains, or artillery. The storm did not 
reach the head of the column. In passing the troops from Natchitoches to 
Pleasant Hill I endeavored, as much as possible, to accelerate their movements. 

The enemy offered no opposition to their march on the 6th. On the 7th the 
advance drove a small force to Pleasant Hill, and from there to Wilson's farm, 
three miles beyond, where a sharp fight occurred with the enemy posted in a 
very strong position, firom which they were driven with serious loss and pur- 
sued to St. Patrick's bayou near Carroll's mill, about nine miles from Pleasant 
Hill, where our forces bivouacked for the night. We sustained in this action a 
loss of fourteen men killed, thirty-nine wounded, and nine missing. We cap- 
tured many prisoners, and the enemy sustained severe losses in killed and 
wounded. During the action G^ner^ Lee sent to General Franklin for re- 
enforcements, and a brigade of infantry was sent forward, but the firing having 
ceased it was withdrawn. The officers and men fought with great spirit in this 
affair. At daybreak on the 8th Geneial Lee, to whose support a brigade of the 
] 3th corps, under Colonel Landrum, had been sent by my order, advanced upon 
the enemy, drove him from his position on the opposite side of St. Patrick's 
bayou and pursued him to Sabine Crossroads, about three miles from Mansfield. 
The advice was steady, but slow, and the resistance of the enemy stubborn. 
He was only driven from his defensive positions on the road by artillery. At 
noon, on the 8th, another brigade of the 13th corps arrived at the Crossroads* 
under Brigadier General Ransom, to relieve the first brigade. The infantry 
moved from Pleasant Hill at daybreak on the 8th, the head of the column haltine 
at St. Patrick's bayou, in order that the rear might come up. I passed General 
Franklin's headquarters at 10 a. m., giving directions to close up the columns 
as speedily as possible, and rode forward to ascertain the condition of affairs at 
the front, where I arrived between one and two o'clock. General Ransom ar- 
rived nearly at the same time with the second brigade, 13th ^corps, which was 
under his command in the action at the Crossroads. 

I found the troops in line of battle, the skirmishers sharply engaged, the 
main body of the enemy posted on the crest of a hill in thick woods on both 
sides of a road leading over the hill to Mansfield on our line of march. It was 
apparent that the enemy was in much stronger force than at any previous point 
on the march, and being confirmed in this opinion by General Lee, I sent to 
General Franklin, immediately upon my arrival, a statement of the facts, and 
orders to hurry forward the infantry with all possible despatch, directing General 
Lee, at the same time, to hold his ground steadily, but not advance until re- 
enforcements should arrive. Our forces were for a long time stationary, with 
some skirmishing on the flanks. It soon became apparent that the entire force 
of the enemy was in our front. Several officers were sent to General Franklin 
to hurry forward the column. Skirmishing: was incessant during the afternoon. 
At 4.30 p. m. the enemy made a general attack all along the lines, but with great 
vigor upon our right flank. It was resisted with resolute determination by our 
troops, but overpowering numbers compelled them, after resisting the successive 
charges of the enemy in front and on the flank, to fall back from their position to 
the woods in rear of the open field, which they occupied, retreating in good order. 
The enemy pressed with great vigor upon the flanks, as well as in front, for the 
purpose of getting to the rear, but were repulsed in this attempt by our cavalry. 
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At the line of woods a new position was assumed, supported hj the third 
division of the 13th army corps, under General Cameron, which reached this 
point about 5 p. m., and rormed in line of battle under the direction of Major 
General Franklin, who accompanied its advance. The enemy attacked this 
. second line with great impetuosity and overpowering numbers, turning both 
flanks and advancing heavily upon the centre. The assault was resisted with 
gallantry, but the troops finding the enemy in the rear, were compelled to yield 
the ground and fall steadily back. The road was badly obstructed by the sup- 
ply train of the cavalry division, which prevented the retreat of both men and 
artillery. We lost ten of the guns of Ransom's division in consequence of the 
position of the train, which prevented their withdrawal. Repeated efforts were 
made to reform the troops and resist the advance of the enemy ; but though 
their progress was checked, it was without permanent success. 

Brigadier General W. H. Emory, commanding first division 19th corps, had 
been early notified of the condition of affairs and directed to advance as rapidly 
as possible and form a line of battle in the strongest position he could select, to 
support the troops in retreat and check the advance of the enemy. The order 
to advance found him seven miles to the rear of the first battle-ground. He 
assumed a position at Pleasant Grove, about three miles from the crossroads, 
on the edge of the woods commanding an open field sloping to the front. The 
16l8t New York volunteers. Lieutenant Colonel Kinsey commanding, were de- 
ployed as skirmishers and ordered to the foot of the hill, upon the crest of 
which the line was formed to cover the rear of the retreathig forces, to check 
the pursuit of the enemy and give time for the formation of the troops. 

General D wight, commanding first brigade, formed his troops across the road 
upon which the enemy was moving, commanding the open field in front, the 
third brigade. Colonel Benedict commanding, formed to the left, and the second 
bngade. General McMillan, in reserve. The line was scarcely formed when the 
161st New York volunteers were attacked and driven in. The right being 
threatened, a portion of McMillan's brigade formed on the right of General 
Dwight. The fire of our troops was reserved until the enemy was at close 
quarters, when the whole line opened upon them with most destructive volleys 
of musketry. The action lasted an hour and a half. The enemy was repulsed 
with very great slaughter. During the fight a determined effort was made to 
turn our lefl flank, which was defeated. Prisoners reported the loss of the 
enemy in officers and men to be very great. General Mouton was killed in the 
first onset. Their attack was made with great desperation, apparently with the 
idea that the dispersion of our forces at this point would end the campaign, and 
with the aid of uie steadily falling river leave the fleet of transports and gun- 
boats in their hands or compel their destruction. Nothing could surpass in 
impetuosity the assault of the enemy but the inflexible steadiness and valor of 
our troops. The first division of the 19th corps, by its great bravery in this 
action, saved the army and navy. But for this successful resistance to the at- 
tack of the enemy at Pleasant Grove, the renewed attack of the enemy with 
increased force could not have been successfully resisted at Pleasant Hill on 
the 9 th of April. We occupied both battle-grounds at night. 

From Pleasant Grove, where this action occurred, to Pleasant Hill, was 
fifteen miles. It was certain that the enemy, who was within the reach of re-en- 
forcements, would renew the attack in the morning, and it was wholly uncertain 
whether the command of General Smith could reach the position we held in 
season for a second engagement. For this reason the army, towards morning, 
fell back to Pleasant Hill, General Emory covering the rear, burying the dead, 
bringing off the wounded, and all the material of the army. It arrived there 
at 8.30 on the morning of the 9th, effecting a junction with the forces of General 
8mith, and the colored brigade, undei Colonel Dickey, which had reached that 
point the evening previous. Early on the 9th the troops were prepared for 
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action, the movements of the enemy indicating that he was on our rear. A line 
of battle was formed in the following order : iirat brigade, 19th corps, from the 
right resting on a ravine; second brigade in the centre, and third brigade on the 
left. The centre was strengthened bj a brigade of General Smith's forces, whose 
main force was held in reserve. The enemj moved towards our right flank. 
The second brigade withdrew from the centre to the support of the first brigade. 
The brigade in support of the centre moved up into position, and another of 
General Smith's brigades was posted to the extreme left position on the hill, in 
echdon, to the rear of the left main line. Light skirmishing occurred during 
the afternoon. Between 4 and 5 o'clock it increased in vigor, and about 5 p. 
m., when it appeared to have nearly ceased, the enemy drove in our skirmishers 
and attacked in force, his first onset being against the left. He advanced in 
two oblique lines, extending well over towards the right of the third brigade, 19th 
eorps. After a determined resistance this part of the line gave way and went 
dowly back to the reserves. The first and second brigades were soon enveloped 
f^nt, right, and rear. By skilful movements of General Emory the flanks of 
the two brigades now bearing the brunt of the battle were covered. The enemy 
pnrsned the brigades, passing the left and centre, until he approached the re- 
eerves under General Smith, when he was met by a charge led by GenersH 
Mower, and checked. The whole of the reserves were now ordered up, and in 
tarn we drove the enemy, continuing the pursuit until night compelled us to 
halt 

The battle of the 9th was desperate and sanguinary. The defeat of the 
enemy was complete, and his loss in officers and men more than double that 
enstained by our forces. There was nothing in the immediate position or con- 
dition of the two armies to prevent a forward movement the next morning, and 
orders were given to prepare for an advance. The. train which had been turned 
to the rear on the day of the battle was ordered to re-form and advance at day- 
break. I communicated this purpose at the close of the day to General A. J. 
Smith, who expressed his concurrence therein ; but representations, subse- 
quently received from General Franklin and all the general officers of the 19th 
eorps, as to the condition of their respective commands for immediate active 
operations against the enemy, caused a suspension of this order, and a conference 
of the general officers was held in the evening, in which it was determined, upon 
the urgent recommendation of all the general officers above named, and with the 
acquiescence of General Smith, to retire upon Grand Ecore th^ following day* 
The reasons urged for this course by the officers commanding the 19th ana 13th 
corps were — 

First, that the absence of water made it absolutely necessary to advance or 
retire without delay. General Emory's command had been without rations for 
two days, and the train which had been turned to the rear during the battle 
could not be put in condition to move forward upon the single road through 
dense woods, in which it stood, withont difficulty and loss of time. It was fot 
the purpose of communicating with the fleet at Springfield landing from the 
Sabine Crossroads to the rivir, as well as to prevent the concentration of the 
Texan twops with the enemy at Mansfield, that we had pushed for the early 
occupation of that point. Considering the difficulty with which the gunboats 
passed Alexandria and Grand Ecore, there was every reason to believe that the 
navigation of the river would be found impracticable. 

A squadron of cavalry, under direction of Mr. Young, who had formerly been 
employed in the sur\'eys of this country and was now connected with the engi- 
neer department, which had been sent upon a reconnoissance to the river, re- 
turned to Pleasant Hill, on the day of the battle, with the report that they had 
not been able to discover the fleet, nor learn from the people its passage up the 
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river.* This led to the belief that the low water had prevented the advance of 
the fleet The condition of the river, which had been steadily falling since our 
inarch from Alexandria, rendered it verj donbtfol, if the fleet ascended the river, 
whether it could return from any intermediate point; and probably, if not oe^ 
tain, that if it reached Shreveport it would never escape without a rise of the 
river, of which all hopes began to fail. The forces designated for this campaign 
numbered 42,000 men ; less than half that number was actually available for 
service against the enemy during its progress. The distance which separated 
General Steele's command from the line of our operations (nearly two hundred 
miles) rendered his movements of little moment to us, or to the enemy, and re- 
duced the strength of the fighting column to the extent of his force, which was 
expected to be from 10,000 to 15,000 men. The depot at Alexandria, made 
necessary by the impracticable navigation, withdrew from our forces 3,000 men, 
under General Grover. The return of the marine brigade to the defence of the 
Mississippi, upon the demand of Major General McPherson, and which could 
not pass Alexandria without its steamers, nor move by land for want of land 
transportation, made a further reduction of 3,000 men. 

The protection of the fleet of transports, against the enemy on both aides of 
the river, made it necessary for General A. J. Smith to detach General T. Kilby 
Smith's division of 2,500 men from the main body, for that duty. The army 
train required a guard of 500 men. These sevenu detachments, which it was 
impossible to avoid, and the distance of General Steele's command, which it was 
not in my power to correct, reduced the number of troops that we were able at 
any point to bring into action, from 42,000 men to about 20,000. The losses 
sustained in the very severe battles of the 7th, 8th, and 9th of April amounted 
to about 3,969 men, and necessarily reduced our active forces to that extent 
The enemy, superior to us in numbers in the outset, by falling back, waa able 
to recover from his great losses by means of re-enforcements, which were within 
his reach as he approached his base of operations, while we were growing weaker 
as we departed from ours. We had fought the battle at Pleasant Hill with 
about 15,000 against 22,000 men and won a victory, which, for these reasons, 
we were unable to follow up. Other considerations connected with the actual 
military condition of affairs afforded additional reasons for the course recom- 
mended. 

Between the commencement of the expedition and the battle of Pleasant Hill, 
a change had occurred in the general command of the army, which caused a 
modification of my instructions in regard to this expedition. 

Lieutenant General Grant in a dc^spatch, dated the 15th March, which I re- 
ceived on the 27th March, at Alexandria, eight days before we reached Grand 
Ecore, by special messenger, gave me the following instructions : ** Should yoa 
find that the taking of Shreveport will occupy ten or fifteen days more time 
than General Sherman gave his troops to be absent from their command, yoa 
will send them back at the time specified in his note of (blank date) March, 
even if it should lead to the abandonment of the main object of the expeditioiL 
Should it prove successful, hold Shreveport and Bed river with such force as 
you deem necssary, and return the balance of your troops to the neighborhood 
of New Orleans." These instructions, I was informed, were given for the pur- 
pose of having " all parts of the army, or rather all armies, act as much in con- 
cert as possible," and with a view to a movement in the spring campaign against 
Mobile, which was certainly to be made " if troops enough could be obtained 
without embarrasshig other movements, in which event New Orleans would be 
the point of departure for such an expedition." 



*Tbe report of General T. Eilbj Smith, commanding the river forces, states that the fleet 
did not arrive at Loggy bayou until 2 o'clock p. m., on the 10th of April, two days after the 
battle at Sabine Crossroads. 
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A subsequent despatch, though it did not control, fully justified ray action, . 
repeated these general views, and stated that the commanding general " would 
much rather the Red river expedition had never been begun than that you 
should be detained one day beyond the 1st of May in commencing the move- 
ment east of the Mississippi." 

The limitation of time referred to in these despatches was based upon an 
opinion which I had verbally expressed to General Sherman, at New Orleans, 
that Greneral Smith could be spared in thirty days after we reached Alexandria; 
but it was predicated upon the expectation that the navigation of the river 
would be unobstructed, that we should advance, without delay, at Alexandria, 
Ghrand Ecore, or elsewhere, on account of low water, and that the forces of Gren- 
eral Steele were to co-operate with us effectively at some point on Red river, 
near Natchitoches or Monroe. It was never understood that an expedition that 
involved on the part of my command a land march of nearly four hundred miles 
into the enemy's country, and which terminated at a point which we might not 
be able to hold, either on account of the strength of the enemy or the difficulties 
of obtaining supplies, was to be limited to thirty days. The condition of our 
forces, and the distance and difficulties attending the further advance into the 
enemy's country, after the battles of the 8th and 9th, against an enemy superior 
in numbers to our own, rendered it probable that we could not occupy Shreve- 
port within the time specified ; and certain that, without a rise in the river, the 
troops necessary to hold it against the enemy would be compelled to evacuate 
it m the want of supplies, and impossible that the expedition should return, in 
any event, to New Orleans in time to co-operate in the general movements of 
the army, contemplated for the spring campaign. It was known at this time 
that the fleet could not re-pass the rapids at Alexandria, and it was doubtful, if 
the fleet reached any point above Grand Score, whether it would be able to re- 
tom. By falling back to Grand Ecore, we should be able to ascertain the con- 
dition of the fleet, the practicability of continuing the movement by the river; 
reorganize a part of the forces that had been shattered in the battles of the 7th, 
8th, and 9th, possibly ascertain the position of Greneral Steele, and obtain from 
him the assistance expected for a new advance north of the river or upon its 
southern bank, and, perhaps, obtain deflnite instructions from the government 
as to the course to be pursued. Upon these general considerations, and vrith- 
out reference to the actual condition of the respective armies, at 12 o'clock, mid- 
night, on the 9th, I countermanded the order for the return of the train, and di- 
rected preparations to be made for the return of the army to Grand Ecore. The 
dead were buried, and the wounded brought in from the field of battle and 
placed in the most comfortable hospitals that could be provided, and surgeons 
and supplies furnished for them. A second souadron of cavalry was sent, un- 
der direction of Mr. Young, of the engineer aepartment, to inform the fleet of 
our retrograde movement, and to direct its return, if it had ascended the rivery 
and on the morning of the 10th, the army leisurely returned to Grand Ecore. 
The wounded were immediately visited by Dr. Sanger, who , took with him 
clothing, rations, medicines, and other supplies, and reported them in comfortable 
condition. 

The fleet sailed from Grand Ecore on the 7th, and reached its destination, at 
Loggy bayou, on the morning of the 10th, one day after the battle at Pleasant 
Hill, and two days after the engagement at Sabine Crossroads. General T. 
Kilby* Smith received a verbal message the evening of the 10th, and on the 
morning of the 11th written orders to return. The transports were in a crip- 
pled condition, rudders unshipped, and wheels broken. The enemy attacked 
the fleet, on its return, near Pleasant Hill landing, on the 12th, with a force 
of 2,500 cavalry, a strong reserve infantry, and a battery of six guns, under 
General Greene ; but the troops, protected by cotton bales and bales of hay, 
with the gunboats, kept up a deadly fire and drove the enemy from the river. 
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.For two miles the bank was strewn with tbe wounded and dead. Among other 
rebel officers killed was General Greene, wbo was leflt dead npon the field. Tbe 
troops of the transports saw him fall, and claim that his death was tbe work of 
their artillery — the gunboats and transports all firing at the same time. The 
enemy, under Liddell, who had occfipied the north bank of tbe river with 2,500 
men, attacked the fleet on the 13tb, but was driven back with loss. The navi- 
gation up and down the river was intricate and difficult, and the steamers were 
frequently aground. 

Several of the boats were laden with ammunition and ordnance stores, but the 
energy of the officers and men brought off every boat The only loss in stores 
was a hundred sacks of oats, thrown overboard for the relief of a steamer 
aground. They reached Comptc on the X4th, with the loss of one man killed 
and eighteen wounded, where they met a force from the army, sent to their as- 
sistance, and reached Grand Score on the 15th without further obstruction. 

General T. Kirby Smith, to whose courtesy I am indebted for all the offidal 
information I have received of this part of the expedition, mentions with com- 
mendation Major D. G. Houston, of the engineers, who had in charge the ord- 
nance stores, and Lieutenant Colonel W. 8. Abert, officers of my staff, who 
accompanied him, and also officers and men of his own conmiand and the mas- 
ters of transport steamers. 

General Smith, who commanded the land forces and transports, is entitled to 
the highest commendation for the energy, skill, and success with> which he man- 
aged this most ^difficult affair. Linos of defence were established at Crrand 
£core the 12th of April, and orders given to attack the enemy if he approached. 
A pontoon bridge was thrown across the river during the night. Our pickets 
were driven in on the 13th, but the enemy appeared, upon a reconnoissance 
made in force, to have gone below for the purpose either of attacking our troops 
at Alexandria, or occupying Mowet's l^luff, on Cane river. On the same day 
General Smith crossed the river with two brigades, two batteries, and a strong 
cavalry force, to aid the fleet still above Grand Kcore. Despatches were sent 
to Genera] Steele, informing him of the condition of affairs and requesting him 
to join us at some point on the river. Orders were sent to New Orleans for 
re-enforcements, and the Lieutenant General commanding the army was informed 
of the condition of affairs by telegraph, and of my intention to advance upon 
Shreveport, if General Steele could come to our assistance, and my determina- 
tion not to withdraw without orders. The fleet returned on the 15th in safety. 
without loss of vessels or materiel of war. Admiral Porter, with whom I had 
a conference on his arrival at Grand Ecore, advised against any further attempt 
to advance without a rise of the river, and his counsel was followed. The river 
had been steadily falling. Supplies were brought up to Grand Ecore with very 
great difficulty. It was found that two of the gunboats could not go below 
Grand Kcore, and it was now certain that the fleet could not pass the falls at 
Alexandria. Lieutenant Commander Selfredge, left in command of the fleet by 
the admiral, who had gone to Alexandria, addressed to me a despatch, dated 
17th of April, stating that he had been informed the army was to withdraw im- 
mediately, and that it would he impossible in that case to get the gunboats 
down the river. I informed him at once that the army baa no intention of 
withdrawing from that position ; that I had sent to New Orleans for troops, 
and by special messenger to General Steele urging his direct co-operation, and 
that until it was definitely ascertained that his assistance would fail uSy and 
that my force would be insufficient to advance further upon this line against the 
enemy, who appeared to be in full force, 1 should entertain oto thought of a retro- 
grade movement, and never if it left the navy in any danger. No such purpoae 
was then entertained, and until I received information in reply to my despatchei 
it was my purpose to maintain my position. A copy of tlus letter is appended 
to this report. 
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■ The next day I received iustmctions from Lieutenant General Grant (to 
which I have referred) that if my return to New Orleans was delayed one day 
beyond the 1st of May, when it would be necessary for my command to co-ope- 
rate with other armies in the spring campaign, it would have been better that 
the expedition had never been attempted. These instructions, with the fact that 
the river was not likely to rise ; the report received by Captain R. T. Dunham, 
that General Steele could not co-operate with us, and that the difficulty of pass- 
ing the falls at Alexandria was hourly increasing, if the passage was not even 
then impossible, led me to change my determination. It was not, however, 
imtil the entire fleet was free, transports and gunboats, and that Admiral Porter, 
in charge of the Eastport, which had been aground several miles below Grand 
Eoore for several days, sent me word by Colonel W. S. Abert (whose statement 
is hereto appended) that she was clear and further protection unnecessary, that 
orders were given the 21st of April to return the supply teams in the direction 
of Alexandria. The army moved on the morning of the 22d of April, every 
vessel having preceded both the marching orders and the movements of the 
army. Any statement, from whatever source, that the army contemplated mov- 
ing from Grand Ecore towards Alexandria against the advice or without the 
approval of the naval officers in command, or until after the departure of every 
vessel on the river, is without the slightest color of truth. In my interview with 
Admiral Porter, on the 15th of April, he expressed the utmost confidence that 
the river would rise, and gave me no intimation of his leaving Grand Ecore, nor 
of the purpose of the withdrawal of his vessels, or of his apprehensions of the 
retreat of the army. I gave him at that time distinct information of my plans, 
which were to advance. This fact was communicated to Lieutenant Comman- 
der Selfredge in my letter of the 17th of April. The admiral expressed the 
same confidence in the rise of the river to officers of the army, who, from long 
experience in the Red river country, were equally confident that it would not 
rise. 

The difficulties attending the voyage of the Eastport were incident to the 
condition of the river, for which the army was in nowise responsible. I had 
offered every assistance possible, and did not leave this position while any aid 
was suggested or required. 

Colonel Bailey, after consultation with the general officers of the army, offered 
to float the Eastport over the bars by the construction of wing-dams, similar to 
those afterwards built at Alexandria, but the assistance was declined. No 
counsel from any officers was regai-ded in nautical affairs. 

The army marched from Grand Ecore on the morning of the 22d of April, hay- 
ing been detained there by the condition of the navy ten days. To prevent the 
occupation of Mowet's bluff, on Cane river, a strong position, commanding the 
only road leading across the river to Alexandria, or to prevent the concentration 
of the enemy's forces at that point, if it was in his possession, it became neces- 
sary to accomplish the evacuation without his knowledge, and to prevent his 
strengthening the natural defences of the position by the rapidity of our march. 
The conflagration of a portion of the town at the hour appointed for marching 
partially frustrated the first object, but the second was fully accomplished. The 
army marched from Grand Ecore to Cane river on the 20th of April, a distance 
of forty miles, and moved upon the position held by the enemy the 23d of April, 
before daybreak. About 8,000 men and 16 guns, under command of General 
Bee, were found in possession of the bluff, on the opposite side of the river, who 
were evidently surprised at the unexpected presence of our army, but ready to 
dispute our only passage towards Alexandria. At daybreak, one division of the 
19th and 13th corps each, the cavalry commanded by General Arnold, and the 
artillery commanded by Captain Classon, the whole under command of General 
W. H. Emory, were ordered forward to the river for the purpose of forcing this 
position. The pickets of the enemy were encountered on the west side of the 
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river and quickly driyen across, bat the main position was found to be too strong 
to be carried by direct attack. A reconnoitring party under Colonel Bailey, 
4th Wisconsin volunteers, sent to ascertain the practicability of crossing the 
river below the ferry towards Red river on the morning of the 23d, reported that 
the river was not fordable bel )W the ferry, and that, owing to the impassable s wampi 
on one side and the high bluffs on the other, it would not be possible to cross Cane 
river at any point below the ferry. If we failed to dislodge the enemy at the ferry, 
the only alternative onen to us was to attempt a crossing to the north side of Red 
river, an exceedingly difficult and dangerous movement. At the same time a force 
under command of General H. W. Birge, consisting of his own command, the third 
brigade of the first division, 19th army corps. Colonel Fessenden commanding, and 
General Cameron's division, 13th corps, were ordered to cross the river three mil<« 
above the ferry, and turning the left iiank of the enemy, carry the heights in reverse, 
if possible. Upon the success of this movement depended the passage of the river 
by the army. The route traversed by General Birge 's command was intersected 
by bayous, swamps, and almost impenetrable woods. This force reached its 
position late in tne afternoon. To accomplish the purpose in view, it became 
necessary to carry two strong positions held oy pickets and skirmiflhers before the 
enemy was encountered in force on the crest of a hill, commanding an open field, 
over which our troops were compelled to cross in making the attack. The tfiird 
brigade, 19th corps, Colonel Fessenden commanding, carried this position, which 
was defended with yigor, by assault. Its occupation compelled the retreat of 
the enemy from the bluffs commanding the ferry and ford. Our loss in this 
most brilliant and successful affair was about two hundred killed and wounded. 
Colonel Fessenden, who led his command with great gallantry, was severely 
wounded. General Birge, as in all actions in which he has been engaged, deserved 
and received the highest commendation. Lieutenant William Beebe, of the 
ordnance department, and Mr. Young, of the engineer department, both volun- 
teers, were conspicuous in the fight. Mr. Young was twice woimded, and died 
in New Orleans, in July, of the injuries received in this battle. The attack on 
the rear of the enemy's position, covering the line of the enemy's retreat, failed 
in consequence of the difficulties encountered on the march and the late hour at 
which our troops gained their position. The enemy was thus enabled to escape 
with his artillery by the Fort Jesup road to Texas. 

The main body of the army had moved from Cloutreville at 4 30 a. m. oo 
the 23d to the river. They drove in the enemy's pickets three miles in advance 
of the river, and formed a line of battle in front of the enemy's position, while 
General Birge was moving upon the enemy's left flank. The enemy opened 
with a heavy cannonade from his batteries, which was retnrned by our artillery 
with spirit and effect. The fire was continued at intervals during the morning, 
but the troops were held in reserve for the purpose of forcing the passage of 
the river at the moment that Gt;neral Birge commenced his attack on the right 
The action lasted till dark, when the enemy retreated, and the heights were 
occupied by our forces. General A. J. Smith's command had sharp skirmishing 
with the advance of the enemy in our rear on the 23d. 

At 2 o'clock on the morning of the 24th six guns were fired from the camp 
of the enemy in the rear. It was interpreted as a signal that they were ready 
for a combined attack ; but the enemy in front had then been driven from the 
river, and the contemplated movement upon our front and rear failed. Daring 
the morning of the 23d an effort had been made by a portion of the cavalry 
under Colonel E. J. Davis to turn the right flank of the enemy's position, hy 
crossing the river below the ferry in the direction of Red river, which proved 
impracticable on account of impassable swamps. A sharp engagement occurred ' 
on the morning of the 24th between the troops of General T. Kilby Smith and 
the enemy in the rear, which resulted in the repulse of the latter. Our loss 
was about fifty in this affair. Had the enemy concentrated his forces and forti* 
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fied his position at Monet's bluff, we could not have forced him from it, and 
should have been compelled to accept the chances of crossing Red river above 
Cane river in the presence of the enemy on both sides of the river. Orders 
had been sent to General Grover to move with all his force upon Monet's bluff 
itt the event of its being occupied by the enemy or our march seriously ob- 
Btmctcd, and his troops were in readiness for this movement. 

The army marched from Monet's bluff on the afternoon of the 24th of April, 
and established lines of defence at Alexandria on the 2/>th and 26th of April. 
In the twenty-four days intervening between the departure of the army from 
Alexandria and its return the battles of Wilson's farm, Sabine Crossroads, 
Pleasant Grove, Pleasant Hill, Gompte, Monet's bluff, and several combats in 
the neighborhood of Grand Ecore while we were in occupation of that point, 
had been fought. In every one of these engagements, except that of Sabine 
Groasroads, we had been successful. The failure to accomplish the main object 
of the expedition was due to other considerations than the actual superiority of 
the enemy in the field. In these operations, in which my own command had 
marched by land nearly four hundred miles, the total loss sustained was 3,980 
men, of whom 289 were killed, 1,541 wounded, and 2,150 missing. A large 
portion of the latter were captured and have been since exchanged, but a con- 
siderable portion returned to the army during its operations on Red river. No 
loss of artillery or of trains or any army material whatever was sustained, ex- 
cept that which occurred at Sabine Crossroads. We lost there Nim's battery 
and a section of the Missouri howitzer battery, 150 wagons and 800 mules, 
captured by the enemy on account of the position of the train near the field of 
battle. All the ammunition wagons were saved. The army had captured up 
to this time from the enemy 23 guns and 1,500 prisoners. His losses in killea, 
wounded, and prisoners — officers and men — were much greater than ours. 
Among the former were some of the most efficient rebel commanders, whose 
loss can never be made good. Up to this time no other loss of men or material 
bad been sustained by our army. 

As soon as the lines of defence were completed, preparations were made for 
the release of the fleet, which was then unable to pass below the falls. From 
the difficulty wUich the supply transports had encountered in passing the falls, 
it was known at Grand Ecore as early as the 15 th of April that the navy could 
not go below, and the means for its release were freely discussed among officers 
of the army. During the campaign at Port Hudson the steamers Starlight and 
Bed Chief were captured by Grierson'H Illinois cavalry, under command of 
Colonel Prince, in Thompson's creek. The bed of the creek was nearly dry, 
ind the steamers were sunk several feet in the sand. After the capture of Port 
Budaon, Colonel Bailey constructed wing-dams, which, by raising the water, 
lifted the steamers from the sand, and floated them out of the creek into the 
if isaissippi. This incident naturally suggested the same works at Alexandria 
'or the relief of the fleet. A survey was ordered for the purpose of determin- 
ng what measures could be best undertaken. The engineers of the army had 
complete surveys of the falls, captured from the enemy during our occupation 
»f Alexandria in 1863, at the commencement of the Port Hudson campaign, 
^t waa found, upon examining these charts and upon a survey of the river, that 
he channel was narrow and crooked, formed in solid rock, and that it would be 
vhoUy impracticable to deepen its bed. It was therefore determined to com- 
Qence the construction of a dam to raise the river to such a height as to enable 
he vessels to float over the falls. This project was freely discussed by the 
engineers and officers of the army, and was generally believed to be practica- 
ble. Captain J. C. Palfrey, who had made the survey, reported that in his 
judgment it was entirely feasible, and the only question made related to the 
^me that might be required for so great a work. 

The management of this enterprise was naturally intrusted to Lieutenant 
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Colonel JoBcpb Bailey, 4th Wiscousin volunteers, who was by profession a 
civil engineer, familiar with works of that kind, common to slack-water navi- 
gation upon all the westera rivers, and had successfully released the steamers 
from Thompson's creek, on the Mississippi. Colonel Bailey had suggested tbe 
practicability of the dam while we were at Grand Ecore, and had offered to 
release the Eastport, when aground below Orand Ecore, by the same means, 
which offer was declined. Material was collected during these preparations, 
and work commenced upon the dam on Sunday, May 1. Nearly the whole 
army was engaged at different times upon this work. The dam was completed 
on Sunday, May 8, and the gunboats Osage, Ilindman, and two others came 
over the rapids about four o'clock in the afternoon. 

The water had been raised upon the dam for a mile and a quarter about seven 
feet, with a fall below the dam of about six feet, making in all a fall of about 
thirteen feet, above and below the falls. The pressure of the water at its com- 
pletion was terrific. I went over the work at eleven o'clock on the evening of 
the 8th, with one of my staff officers, and felt that the pressure of the water 
was so great that it could not stand. I rode immediately to the point above 
where the fleet was anchored, to ascertain if they were ready to follow the four 
boats that had already passed the rapids. I reached the fleet about twelve 
o'clock midnight. Scarcely a man or a light was to be seen. It was perfectly 
apparent that the boats were not in condition to take advantage of the com- 
pletion of the dam, and feeling that it could not stand another day, I wrote a 
note to Admiral Porter at one o'clock on the morning of the 9th, which wa5 
delivered in person at two o'clock a. m. by Colonel J. G. Wilson, stating mj 
belief as to the condition of the dam and fleet, and asking that measures should 
be taken to put the boats in condition to move over the rapids at the earliest 
possible moment in the morning. A little after five o'clock on the morning of 
the 9th I saw a part of the dam swept away. The four boats that had passed 
the rapids the afternoon before were able to pass below through the opening 
which the waters had made. Only one of the vessels above the falls, the Lex- 
ington, was ready to move when the dam gave way, and that came down after 
the break and passed the dam safely with all the vessels that were below tbe 
rapids. Had the others been ready to move, all would have passed the rapids 
and the dam safely on Monday. 

Until after the dam had been carried away no effort had been made to lessen 
the draught of the imprisoned vessels by lightening them of cargo, armament, 
or plating. Before the second series of dams was completed, a portion of the 
armament and the plating, materially lessening their draught and the depth of 
water required to float them, was removed. Lieutenant William S. Beebe, of 
the ordnance department. United States army, superintended the removal of 
the heavy naval guns from above the rapids to a point below the dam by land, 
assisted by officers and soldiers of the army. 

The army immediately commenced the reconstruction of the dam. Finding 
it impossible to resist the current of the river entirely, the opening made by 
the flood was only partially closed, and eight or ten wing-dams were constrncted 
on the right and left banks of the river in accordance with the original pla^ 
turning the current of water directly upon the channel, and raising it at the 
different points sufficiently to allow the vessels to pass. This new work wfi 
completed on the 12th of May, and on the afternoon of that day all the boat? 
passed below the rapids to the dam. At six o'clock in the evening the Mound 
City and Carondelet passed the dam. The other boats remained above until 
the morning of the 13th. The water upon the dam was steadily falling, but at 
nine o'clock on the 13th all the boats had safely passed. 

Preparations had been made for the movement of the army the evening after 
the passage of the boats below the dam on the 12th, and after all were beIo«'. 
on the 13th orders were given for the march. 



BEPOKT OF THE SECKETAUY OF WAR. 1299 

The construction of the dam was exclusively the work of the armj. But 
little aid or encouragement was rendered by officers of the navy, except by 
Lieatenant A. R. Langlhorne, commanding the Mound City, who assisted in 
setting the cribs, and was always ready to answer the call of the officers chained 
with the construction of the work. The soldiers labored sedulously and zeal- 
ously night and day, in and out of water, from the 1st to the 1 3th of May, 
inclusive, when the passage of the boats was completed. 

Upon my arrival at Alexandria, on the 25th of April, I found Major General 
Hunter, with despatches from the Lieutenant General commanding the armies, 
leaffirming iostructions which I had received at Grand Ecore relating to the 
operations of the army elsewhere, and to the necessity of bringing the Shreve- 
port campaign to an end without delay. The only possible means of executing 
these peremptory orders had already been taken. General Hunter left on the 
30th of April with despatches to the Lieutenant General, giving a report of the 
condition of affairs — that the fleet could not pass the rapids, that there was no 
eoarsc for the army but to remain for its protection, that the enemy would con- 
centrate all his forces at that point for the destruction of the army and the fleet, 
and that it was necessary to concentrate our troops west of the Mississippi at 
the same point by which the army and navy could be relieved and the forces of 
the enemy destroyed. 

Major Greneral McGlernand, with the larger part of the forces recently at 
Matagorda bay — which had been evacuated by order of Lieutenant General 
Grant, dated March 31 — ^arrived at Alexandria on the evening of the 29th of 
April. Brigadier General Fitz Henry Warren, left in command at Matagorda 
bay, followed with the rest of the forces in Texas, except those on the Rio 
Grande, when the batteries of the enemy on the river near Marks ville obstructed 
his passage. Not having sufficient force to dislodge the enemy, he seized Fort 
De Russy, below the batteries, which he held until the passage of the fleet and 
army. 

While engaged in the construction of the dam a despatch was received from 
Major General Halleck, dated April 30, as follows : 

" Lieatenant General Grant directs that orders heretofore given be so modified 
that no troops be withdrawn from operations against Shreveport and on Red 
river, and that operations there be continued, under the officer in command, 
until further orders.'' 

This despatch was not received until it was impossible to move either up or 
down the river from Alexandria. It was, of course, impracticable to execute 
these in.'«tructions. 

Until the 4th of May communication with the Mississippi by the river was 
nnobstructed. Lieutenant William Simpson, of my staff, left by the gunboat 
Signal, with despatches for Lieutenant General Grant, Admiral Farragut, General 
Sherman, and General Rosecrans. The gunboat Covington, having in convoy 
the transport Warner, accompanied the Signal. We received news on the 
morning of the 6th of the destruction of the gunboats and the transport. The 
enemy had established a battery near Marksville, supported by a large infantry 
force. Communication with the Mississippi was closed from this date. About 
four hundred men of the 56th Ohio volunteers were on board the Warner. A 
part of them joined our troops below, and a portion of them pierced the lines of 
the enemy and returned to Alexandria. About one hundred and fifty were cap- 
tured. Lieutenant Simpson was captured, but destroyed his despatches. The 
City Belle, on her way to Alexandria with four hundred and twenty-five men of 
the 120th Ohio volunteers, was captured by the enemy. Two hundred of the 
troops escaped. 

The fleet passed below Alexandria on the 13th of May. The army, on its 
march from Alexandria, did not encounter the enemy in force until near the 
town of Mansura. He was driven through the town on the evening of the 14th 
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of May, and at daybreak next morning onr advance encountered his cavalry on 
the prairie east of the town. He fell back, with steady and sharp skirmishing 
across the prairie, to a belt of woods, which he occupied. The evening's posi- 
tion covered three roads diverging from Mansura to the edge of Atchafauya. 
He manifested a determination here to obstinately resist our passage. The en- 
gagement, which lasted several hours, was confined chiefly to the artillery until 
our troops got possession of the edge of the woods — first upon our left, by 
General Emory; subsequently on our right, by General Smitb, when he was 
driven from the field, after a sharp and decisive fight, with considerable loss. 

The 16th of May we reached Simmsport, on the Atchafalaya. Being en- 
tirely destitute of any ordinary bridge material for the passage of this river — 
about six hundred yards wide — a bridge was constructed of the steamers, under 
direction of Lieutenant Colonel Bailey. This work was not of the same magni- 
tude, but was as important to the army as the dam at Alexandria was to the 
navy. It had the merit of being an entirely novel construction, no bridge of 
such magnitude having been constructed of similar materials. The bridge was 
completed at one o'clock on the 19th of May. The wagon train passed in the 
afternoon, and the troops the next morning, in better spirit and condition, as 
able and eager to meet the enemy as at any period of the campaign. The 
command of General A. J. Smith, which covered the rear of the army during 
the construction of the bridge and the passage of the army, had a severe engage- 
ment with the enemy, under Polignac, on the afternoon of the 19th, at Yellow 
Bayou, which lasted several hours. Our loss was about one hundred and fifty 
in killed and wounded ; that of the enemy much greater, besides many prisoners 
who were taken by our troops. Major General E. R. S. Can by arrived at 
Simmsport on the 19th of May, and the next day assumed command of the 
troops, as a portion of the forces of the military division of the West Mississippi, 
to the command of whicii he had been assigned. 

Rumors were circulated freely throughout the camp at Alexandria that upon 
the evacuation of the town it would be burned. To prevent this destruction of 
prop(?rty — part of which belonged to loyal citizens — General Grover, command- 
ing the post, was instructed to organize a thorough police and to provide for its 
occupation by an armed force until the army had marched for Simmsport The 
measures taken were sufficient to prevent a conflagration in the manner in which 
it had been anticipated. But on the morning of the evacuation, while the amy 
was in full possession of the town, a fire broke out in a building on the levee, 
which had been occupied by refugees or soldiers, in such a manner as to make 
it impossible to prevent a general conflagration. I saw the fire when it waa 
first discovered. The ammunition and ordnance transports and the depot of 
ammunition on the levee were within a few yards of the fire. The boats were 
floated into the river and the ammunition moved from the levee with all possible 
despatch. The troops labored with alacrity and vigor to suppress the confla- 
gration, but owing to a high wind and the combustible materials of the build- 
ings it was found impossible to limit its progress, and a considerable portion of 
the town was destroyed. 

On the Ist of April, two or three days before the army moved from Alexan- 
dria to Natchitoches, an election of delegates to the constitutional convention 
was held at Alexandria by request of citizens of the parish of Rapides. No 
officer or soldier interfered with or had any part whatever in this matter; it was 
left exclusively to the loyal citizens of the place. Three hundred votes were 
given in this election, which was a large majority of all the voting population 
in that parish. Fifteen hundred votes were a full representation of the people 
before the war. Nearly five hundred men from this and neighboring parishes 
enlisted in the army as mounted scouts, and rendered efficient and valuable ser- 
vices during the campaign. 

Under the general prize law the naval authorities upon their arrival at Alex- 
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a commenced the capture of cotton on both sides of the river, extending 
operations from six to ten miles into the interior. Wagon trains were or- 
ea, cotton-gins pnt in operation, and the business followed up with great 
while the fleet lay at Alexandria. Some difficulty occurred with the ma- 
who insisted upon their right to pass the lines of the army, which was 
nated by the advance of the army and navy to Grand Ecore. I was in- 
td by parties claiming property which had been taken by the naval authori- 
whom I referred them, that upon application for relief their property had 
released to them by the commander of the fleet. The army did not enter 
M)mpetition with the navy in the capture of this property, 
order to remove all the products of the country which might, under any 
nstances, be used to aid the rebellion against the government, General Gro- 
n command of the post of Alexandria, and the quartermaster of that post, 
the departure of the army from Alexandria, were directed to collect such 
rty as should remain there after its departure and transmit it to the quar- 
Ater at New Orleans, who was instructed to turn it over to the officers of 
•easury, to be disposed of according tu the orders of the government and 
tws of Congress. Notice was also given to the supervising agent of the 
iry at New Orleans that no trade would be allowed with that portion of 
tate until it should be completely and permanently occupied by the army. 
3rson was allowed to accompany the army upon this expedition as reporter, 
r any other purpose, without a distinct and written declaration that no 
by private parties or for personal purposes would be permitted under any 
nstances, and that no property or private account would be transported 
iblic or private vessels to New Orleans ; but that all property sent to New 
ns would be consigned to the chief quartermaster, and by him turned over 
3 treasury agent and held subject to such claims and orders as should be 
ved by the government at Washington. 

jvious to my departure from New Orleans the chief quartermaster, Colonel 
Holabird, had been instructed that no privileges would be given to any 
whatever, under any circumstances, to trade in, to dispose of, or to trans- 
)rivate property ; that all the property that came down from that country, 
as the army was concerned, would be turned over to him, and by him to 
roper treasury officers. The same information was given to the treasury 
. No permis^sion was given to any person to accompany the army, except 
these express conditions, and then only to such persons whose public po- 
9 seemed to be a full guarantee against abuse of the privilege, and whose 
Bts could not be properly refused. They were given to reporters of the 
5 press and to prominent officers of States whose troops were in the field, 
on representations made by officers of the Treasury Department at Alex- 
i that there would be difficulty in receiving such property except under 
reasury regulations of the 26th of January, 1864, those regulations were 
lly promulgated for that purpo:<e at Alexandria and at New Orleans. 
5 orders were strictly enforced by all officers connected with or represent- 
le army. There was no p(*rmission whatever given to any person to trade, 
jpose of, or transport private property; no privilege of this kind was 
nized under any circumstances. Every dollar's worth of property that 
into the hands of the army during this campaign was either appropriated 
use in kind by the proper officers of the commissary and quartermaster's 
tments, receipts being given therefor, or transmitted to the chief quarter- 
r at New Orleans, and by him turned over to the treasury agents to be 
sed of according to the laws of Congress and the orders of the govem- 

len cotton or other property interfered with the transportation of any 
ial of the army, or of refugees, negroes, or troops, upon the evacuation of 
mntry, it was thrown from the boats and abandoned upon the river levee to 
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the enemy. I intend this statement to be as comprehensive upon the eabject 
as language can make it, and to cover all possible methods, director indirect, by 
which officers or citizens, public or pinvate parties, or any persons whatever, oodU 
evade or violate these orders on the river or at New Orleans, or appropriate hj 
any means public or private property to private uses or personal aavanttge, or 
deprive the government or individuals of any property which, by any interprets 
tion of military orders or public laws, could be considered as belonging justly and 
properly to them. General Grover, commanding the post. Colonel S. B. Holabird. 
chief quartermaster at New Orleans, and Honorable B. F. Flanders, supervising 
special agent Treasury Department, will be able to account to the government 
for public or private property coming into their hands during this campaign. 

I was engaged upon the Gulf coast, hoping, by the capture of Galveston and 
Mobile, to put my command in readiness for an effective co-opi'ration, by Mo . 
bile and the Alabama river, with General Sherman, precisely in accordance with 
the campaign suggested by the Lieutenant General commanding the armies ia 
his despatches of the 15tli and 31st of March, when I received instructions tn 
communicate with the admiral and the general officers commanding the fleet and 
forces of the upper Mississippi upon the subject of the campaign against Shreve- 
port. I immediately complied with these orders. They haa received similar 
instructions, and, in answer to my communications, expressed their readiness 
and desire to enter upou the campaign. With the forces proposed, and the co- 
operation of the fleet, it^ success was reasonably certain. Under such circum- 
stances, I could not decline co-operatii)n with them. 

I at once abandoned all other enterprises and gave my whole attention to this 
service 

The first difficulty encountered was in the navigation of the river. Sixteen ^ 
days' delay, caused by the inability of the fleet to pass the rapids at Alexan- , 
dria, and three days' delay at Grand Ecore in waiting the rise of the river, ^ 
enabled the enemy to concentrate his forces, and rendered impossible that celerity ] 
of movement by the army which the success of the expediticm demanded. Eight 
days of the delay at Alexandria would have been attributable to the tardy organi- 
zation and movements of FranklinV command, but the fleet was unable to pus 
the falls until eight days afler his arrival at Alexandria. This delay was douh^ 
less owing to the impracticable navigation of the river ; but it is not improper 
to say that the forecast and diligence which are enforced upon all men in the 
daily affairs of life would have forbidden an attempt to force a fleet of so modi 
importance to the free navigation of the Mississippi to a point from which it 
could never hope to escape, except upou the theory that the river onght to or 
might rise. The movement of the navy, in a despatch of Rear- Admiral D. D. 
Porter, to which the Secretary of the Navy has given official publication and 
sanction, is attributed to the request of General Banks, who ** deemed theco- 
operMtion of the gunboats so essential to success that he (Porter) had to nw 
some risks and make unusual exertions to get them over the falls." 

This implies that the responsibility of his action rests upon the army ; but it J 
is not consistent with the facts. The co-operation of the navy was an indispen- j 
sable condition and basis of the expedition. Major General Halleck inform^ ' 
me, January 11, that he had been assured by the Navy Department tint 
Admiral Porter would be prepared to co-operate with the army in its move 
ments ; and the admiral himself informed me, February 26, that he was *'p^ 
pared to ascend Red river with a large fleet of gunboats," and to co-operate with 
the army, at any time when the water was high enough. The fleet was as ne- 
cessary to the campaign as the army. Had it been left to my discretion I should 
have reluctantly undertaken, in a campaign requiring but eight or ten light-draught 
gun-boats, to force twenty heavy iron-clads four hundred and ninety miles upon 
a river proverbially as treacherous as the rebels who defended it, and which had 
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jiyen notice of its character by steadily falling when, as the admiral reports, 
'all other rivers were booming." 

There is a better reason for the disregard of the palpable difficulties of naviga* 
ion than the overzealoiis counsel of army officers in nautical affairs. In a subse- 
laent despatch Admiral Porter says that " all my vessels navigated the river to 
innd Score with ease, and with some of them I reached Springfield land- 
ng, the place designated for the gunboats to meet the army. My part was 
iQceessfnlly accomplished; the failure of the army to proceed, and the re- 
treat to Grand Ecore, left me almost at the mercy of the enemy." The records 
of the campaign do not at all support the reckless and fiery ardor of this statement. 
rbe fleet did not reach the " place appointed " urftil two full days after the 
int decisive battle with the enemy. The admiral occupied four days in mov- 
ing 104 miles on what he calls ** a risiug river " with " good water " to the place 
ijppointed. General T. Kilby Smith states that the fleet made twenty miles on 
tibe 7th, fifty-seven miles on the 8th, eighteen miles on the 9th, and nine miles 
DO the 10th of April — total, 104 miles. The failure of the fleet to move up the 
rirer with ordinary expedition, together with the fact that the gunboats were 
imable to pass Grand Ecore until the 7th, justified the belief that its advance had 
been prevented by the low stage of water, and governed the army exclusively 
in its retrograde movement to Grand Ecore, as it did in every important 
ofteration of the campaign. The admiral's despatch does not mention the fact 
that, in addition to the ** mercy " of the enemy, he had the support of General 
T. Kilby Smith's division of 2,500 men, whose most gallant and honori^le part 
In the presei*vation of the fleet of gunboats and transports is not referred to in 
what the admiral calls " this curious affair between (the enemy's) infantry and 
gunboats." In view of the published despatches of Admiral Porter, it is pro- 
per for me to say that every position of difficulty in which the army was placed 
in this campaign was the immediate and direct consequence of delay in the 
operations of the navy. This may have been inevitable and entirely justifiable 
from the condition of the river. It is not my province to pass judgment upon 
its operations ; but the fact remains nevertheless. During my term of service 
it has been an invariable rule of conduct, from which I have never departed, to 
forbear the expression of opinion or complaint upon the official action of others ; 
bnt I feel it to be a solemn duty to say, in this official and formal manner, that 
Admiral Porter's published official statements, relating to the Red river campaign, 
are at variance with the truth, of which there are many thousand living wit- 
nesses, and do foul injustice to the officers and soldiers of the army, living and 
dead, to whom the Navy Department owes exclusively the preservation and 
honor of its fleet. 

The partial disintegration of the several commands assigned to this expedi- 
tion was a cause of embarrassment, though not entirely of failure. The com- 
mand of Major General Steele, which I was informed by Major General Sherman 
would be about 15,000 men, was in fact but 7,000, and operating upon a line 
several hundred miles distant, with purposes and results entirely unknown to 
roe. February 5 I was informed by General Steele that if any advance was 
to be made it must be by the Washita and Red rivers, and that he might be 
able to move his command by the way of Pine Bluff to Monroe for this pur- 
pose. This would have united our forces on Red river, and insured the success 
of the campaign. The 28th of February he informed me that he could not 
move by the way of Monroe, and on the 4th of March, the day before my com- 
mand was ordered to move, I was informed by General Sherman that he had 
written to General Steele to " push straight to Shreveport." March 5 I was 
informed by General Ilalleck that he had no information of General Steele's 
plans, further than that he would be directed to facilitate my operations towards 
Shreveport. The 10th of March General Steele informed me that the objec- 
tions to the route I wished him to take (by the way of Red river) were stronger 
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than ever, and that be '* would move with all his available force, (about 7,000, 
to Washington, and thence to Shreveport." I received information the 26tli o 
March, dated the 5th of March, from Major General Halleck, that he ha 
" directed General Steele to make a real move, as suggested by you, (Banks, 
instead of a demonstration, as he (Steele) thought advisable." In April Gene 
ral Halleck informed me that he had telegraphed General Steele ** to c( 
opemte with you (Banks) on Red river, with all his available forces." Apr 
16th I was informed, under date of the 10th, by General Sherman, that Genen 
Steele's entire force would co- operate with me and the navy. In May I n 
ceived information from General Steele, under date of the 28th of April, the 
he could not leave Camden unless supplies were sent to him, as those of tfa 
country were exhaunted ; that we "could not help each other operating ot 
lines so wide apart;" that he could not say definitely that he could join m 
**atany point on Red river at any given time;" and, from the distance tha 
separated us, that I could render no assistance to him, an opinion in wliich i 
entirely concurred. I never received authority to give orders to General Steele 
my instructions limited me to communication with him upon the subject of tlu 
expedition. His orders he received from other sources I have no doubt thai 
General Steele did all in his power to insure success, but as communication 
with him was necessarily by special messenger, and occupied from fifteen to 
twenty days at each communication, it was impossible for either of us fully to 
comprehend the relative positions oi the two armies, or to assist or to support 
each otlj^r. 

The column of General A. J. Smidi was a partiaUy independent command 
General Sherman, in his despatch of the 10th of April, received the 16th, in- 
formed me that ** the thirty days for which he had loaned me General Smith'f 
command would expire on the 10th of April," the day after the battle of Plea- 
fiRut Hill. General Smith's instructions, which he showed me, required him to 
confer constantly with Admiral Porter, the approved friend of the army of the 
Tennessee. His orders were dated *' Head qua rtrrjf Red Rii^er ExpedUim^ 
atvamcr Clara Belly He never declined co-operatl»n with me, nor did Be 
receive orders from me. He made no official reports of his forces or their open- 
tions. lie was in no wis(^ responsible for the result of the expedition, and may, 
perhaps, be said to havt- gained as much by its failure as he would from its 
success. When his thirty days were up he claimed the right, at Grand Ecore, 
to return to Vicksburg. irrespective of the condition of the army, or the fleet, 
and did not. consider himself at all responsible for the inevitable consequences 
of his withdrawal to the army or navy, nor for that detention which their pre 
servation demanded. Tluit responsibility I was called upon to assume in writtei 
orders. I entertain no doubt that his official course was entirely consisteni 
with his orders, and I cheerfully acknowledge the generous and earnest effort.* 
of General Slower, of the 16th, and General T. Kilby Smith, of the 17th corp.< 
to infuse into the different corps that unity of spirit which is as essential ti 
victory as the valor of the soldiers in actual battle. I gladly accord to the mcr 
of their commands the honor of having fought a desperate enemy, superior ii 
numbers, with as much gallantry and success as that which distinguishes 1 tb( 
troops of my immediate command. No higher pi*aige than this can be given t« 
any soldier. Alexander's troops never fought better. 

The results of the position of the cavalry train, and the loose order of marcl; 
by the leading column of troops, under Major General Franklin, on the 8lh o: 
April, before the battle of Sabine Crossroads, have been stated. A command 
ing officer is, of course, responsible for all that occurs to his command, whatevei 
may have been the cause. I do not shrink from that responsibility. But, whih 
it was both proper and necessary for me to give personal attention to the promp 
advance of all the troops, and fleet, from Grand Ecore, on the morning of th< 
7tli, it was supposed that the movement of a single column of 13,000 men 
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Boving in advance on one road, for a distance of less than fifty miles, in snch 
■inner as to be able to encounter the enemy if he offered resistance, might 
lifely be intrusted to an officer of the reputation .and experience of Major General 
Fanklin, wliosc rank, except in one instance, was superior to that of any officer 
of the expedition or of the department of the Gulf. 

I make no complaint of the navy; but, in view of its prolific despatches long 
since publisfhcd on this campaign, I may properly repeat a few facts already 
stated. The success of the expedition depended solely upon celerity of move- 
nmit. The navy delayed the advance of the army at Alexandria sixteen days, 
and at Grand Ecore three days. It occupied four days in moving from Grand 
Ecore to Springfield Landing, a distance of 104 miles, upon what the despatches 
call '* a rising river with good water," where it arrived two days after the first 
battle and one day after the decisive battle of the campaign at Pleasant Hill. 
It detained the army ten days at Grand Ecore and eighteen days at Alexan- 
dria on its return. These are not opinions ; they are events. To the army 
thej were pn*gnant and bloody events. 

The difficulties of navigation, the imperfect concentration of forces, the incau- 
tioas march of the 8th of April, and the limited time allotted to the expedition, 
were the causes of its failure. We owe nothinj:: to the enemv, not even our 
defeat. Could any one of these difficulties have been avoided, the object of the 
campaign would have been accomplished. 

But the occupation of Shreveport could not have been maintained. The pres- 
ence of the (?n<*my would have required such a force for its defence as could not 
Iwve been supplied by the river, and for which no other arrangement had been 
made, as suggi'sted in my despatch of the 30th of MaroJi. The only possible 
method of maintaining this position would have been to concentrate at this 
point a force superior in numbers to the enemy, with sufficient time to pursue 
kim wherever he should move, even if it took us to Galveston, on the Gulf 
coast. This was suggested as a possible result of the campaign, but it was not 
embraced within the original plan, and was specially precluded by orders re- 
ceived from the Lieutenant General commanding the armies. 
I remain, sir, your obedient servant, 

N. P. BANKS. 
Major General Volunteers, 
The Secretary op War. 

Official copy : 

E. D. TOWNSEXD, 
Assistant Adjutant General, 

Adjutant General's Office, December 1, 18G5. 
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